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Resolution  of  Congress  of  March  21(11,  1818. 


Resolution  directing  the  Piiblication  and  Distribution  of  the  Journal  and  Proceedings  of 
the  Convention  which  formed  the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Journal  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  present 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  now  remaining  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
■State,  and  all  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  that  Convention  which  are  in  possession  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  be  published  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  together  with  the  Secret  Journals  of  the  Acts  and 
Proceedings,  and  the  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  first  meeting  thereof  down  to  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  in  the  year  seventeen 
hundred  and  eighty-three,  except  such  parts  of  the  said  Foreign  Correspondence  as 
the  President  of  the  United  States  may  deem  it  improper  at  this  time  to  publish. 
And  that  one  thousand  copies  thereof  be  printed,  of  which  one  copy  shall  be 
furnished  to  each  member  of  the  present  Congress;  and  the  residue  shall  remain 
subject  to  the  future  disposition  of  Congress. 

Approved,  March  27th,  1818. 
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William  Carmichael  was  a  native  of  Maryland.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
Revolution  he  was  in  Europe.  From  London  he  went  over  to  Paris  in  the  spring 
of  the  year  1776,  and  was  there  when  Silas  Deane  arrived  as  a  commercial  and 
political  agent  from  the  United  States.  He  lived  with  Mr.  Deane  for  some  time  in 
Paris,  and  aided  him  in  his  correspondence  and  the  transaction  of  his  affairs.  It 
was  suggested  by  the  Prussian  Minister  that  the  King  would  be  pleased  with 
information  respecting  American  commerce,  and  would  receive  at  Berlin  any 
American  who  could  give  such  information.  Mr.  Dean  proposed  the  enterprise  to 
Mr.  Carmichael.  He  performed  the  journey  in  the  autumn  of  1776,  by  way  of 
Amsterdam. 

From  Berlin  he  returned  to  Paris,  where  he  lived  on  intimate  terms  with  the 
American  Commissioners,  occasionally  executing  specific  duties  at  their  request 
for  more  than  a  year,  till  he  sailed  for  his  native  country.  He  arrived  at  Boston 
in  May,  1778,  and  soon  afterwards  received  an  appointment  which  had  recently 
been  conferred  on  him  by  Congress,  as  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  at  the 
Court  of  France.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  accepted  this  appointment,  for 
on  the  19lh  of  November  following  he  took  his  seat  in  Congress  as  a  delegate  from 
Maryland. 

Mr.  Carmichael  remained  in  Congress  till  Mr.  Jay  was  elected  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  the  Court  of  Spain.  He  was  chosen  Secretary  of  Legation  to  the 
same  mission  on  the  28th  of  September,  1779,  and  went  to  Spain  in  company  with 
Mr.  Jay,  and  remained  with  him  during  the  whole  of  that  Minister's  residence  in 
Madrid.  When  Mr.  Jay  joined  Dr.  Franklin  in  Paris,  June,  1782,  to  aid  in  the 
negociations  of  peace,  Mr.  Carmichael  was  left  as  Charge  d'affaires  at  the  Court  of 
Spain.  After  the  peace  he  was  regularly  commissioned  in  that  character  by 
Congress,  and  recognised  as  such  by  the  King  of  Spain. 

He  continued  to  reside  there  in  the  same  capacity  during  the  term  of  the  old 
Confederation,  and  for  some  time  after  the  organization  of  the  new  government 
under  Washington.  In  the  year  1793,  Mr.  Short  was  joined  with  him  in  a 
commission  for  negociating  at  Madrid  a  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States.  Several  months  were  passed  in  this  attempt,  but  without  success.  Mr. 
Carmichael  returned  soon  afterwards  to  the  United  States. 
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TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SECRET  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Amsterdam,  November  2d,  1776. 
Gentlemen, 

Previous  to  your  attention  to  what  follows,  it  will  be  necessary  for 
you  to  know  that  I  have  lived  with  Mr.  Deane  since  his  first  arrival 
at  Paris ;  that  I  took  that  city  in  my  way  from  London  to  Nantes 
to  find  a  passage  to  my  native  country,  and  with  despatches  which 
Mr.  Arthur  Lee  entrusted  to  my  care  for  the  honorable  Congress. 
Having  a  relapse  of  a  disorder  which  prevented  me  from  travelling, 
I  stopped  at  Paris,  and  endeavored  to  find  out,  by  means  of  Count 
d'Estaing,  and  other  persons  of  eminence,  the  sentiments  of  the 
French  Court  respecting  our  affairs ;  and  the  moment  I  knew  of 
Mr.  Deane's  arrival,  offered  him  all  the  services  in  my  power ;  and, 
of  consequence,  we  have  lived  together  until  the  10th  of  the  present 
month. 

At  that  time  the  agent  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  who  had  often, 
as  Mr.  Deane  has  informed  you,  made  proposals  of  a  commercial 
nature,  expressed  a  desire  that  some  Anterican  would  go  to  Berlin  ; 
and  this  he  gave  us  to  understand  was  at  the  instance  of  his  Sover- 
eign, who  wished  to  have  a  clear  idea  of  the  nature  of  our  commerce, 
and  expressed  a  curiosity,  which  he  wished  to  gratify  by  a  minute 
detail  of  our  affairs.  Mr.  Deane  thinking  this  an  opportunity  not 
to  be  neglected  to  interest  a  Prince  who,  for  several  years,  has  been 
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dreaming  of  making  his  port  of  Emden  an  Amsterdam,  proposed  it 
to  me.  However  unequal  to  the  task,  I  have  cheerfully  accepted 
it,  happy  to  find  any  opportunity  of  showing  with  what  a  fervent 
zeal  I  am  devoted  to  the  glorious  cause  which,  at  present,  by  inter- 
esting their  humanity  as  well  as  policy,  gives  us  so  much  consequence 
in  the  eyes  of  Europe. 

Here  I  have  endeavored  to  engage  merchants  to  speculate  in  a 
direct  commerce  to  America,  to  find  out  the  sentiments  of  the  people 
in  general  respecting  us ;  to  know  whether,  in  case  of  necessity,  the 
United  States  would  be  able  to  negociate  a  loan ;  whether  England 
would  be  able  to  obtain  further  credit,  and,  by  this  barometer  of  the 
ability  of  princes,  to  discover  their  present  situation.  On  these 
heads  I  have  written  Mr.  Deane ;  but  having  an  opportunity  by  the 
way  of  St.  Eustatia,  and  thinking  none  should  be  neglected  of  giving 
information,  though  mine,  perhaps,  may  not  be  of  importance  enough 
to  merit  that  title,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  addressing  the  honor- 
able Committee.  Arriving  but  two  days  after  the  accounts  had 
reached  this  city  of  our  misfortune  on  Long  Island,  I  found  many, 
even  of  the  sanguine  friends  of  America,  dejected,  and  those  of 
England  almost  in  a  frenzy  of  joy.  In  this  disposition,  it  is  easy  to 
judge,  no  hopes  could  be  entertained  of  engaging  merchants  in  a 
direct  trade.  I  find  they  have  the  greatest  inclination  to  serve  us, 
and  at  the  same  time  themselves ;  for  no  people  see  their  interests 
clearer;  but  their  fears  that  we  shall  be  subdued,  the  confident 
assertions  of  the  friends  of  England  confirming  these  apprehensions, 
the  prodigious  sums  they  have  in  the  English  funds,  with  this 
unlucky  business  at  New  York,  all  conspire  to  prevent  direct  specu- 
lation. 

As  my  letters  from  Paris  introduced  me  to  the  first  houses  here, 
I  have  had  the  best  opportunity  of  knowing  their  sentiments,  and  I 
can  venture  to  say  that,  with  many  who  are  apparently  adverse  to 
us,  it  is  interest  combating  with  principle,  for  insulted,  searched,  and 
plundered  as  the  Dutch  were  the  last  war,  and  are  at  present,  there 
are  individuals  who  by  no  means  want  sensibility  to  feel,  though  the 
public  wants  spirit  to  resent  the  injury.  The  States  have,  however, 
in  answer  to  a  fresh  remonstrance  of  General  Yorke,  declared  that 
their  ports  are  open  to  vessels  of  all  nations,  and  that  their  trade 
to  and  from  their  own  Colonies  shall  be  unmolested,  their  subjects 
complying  with  the  ordinances  issued  by  their  High  Mightinesse'-. 
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In  fact,  their  prohibition  of  exporting  warhke  stores  extends  to  all 
British  subjects.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  all  Europe  will 
own  us  in  another  character.  It  is  very  certain  that,  without  a 
very  material  and  apparent  success  of  the  British  arms  in  America, 
a  loan  would  be  very  slowly  negociated  for  England  here.  There 
is  nothing  hinders  them  now  from  selling  out  of  the  English  funds 
but  their  not  knowing  what  to  do  with  their  money ;  for  this  country 
may  be  called  the  treasury  of  Europe,  and  its  stock  of  specie  is  more 
or  less  according  to  the  necessity  of  the  different  Princes  in  Europe. 
It  being  a  time  of  peace,  the  call  has  not  been  very  great  of  late. 

Having  mentioned  the  credit  of  England,  that  of  France  is  next 
to  be  considered,  and  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  has  been  very  low 
here  of  late.  The  dreadful  mismanagement  of  the  finances  in  the 
late  King's  reign,  and  the  character  of  the  late  Controller  General, 
M.  4'^plugny,  had  reduced  it  so  low  that  it  was  impossible  to  borrow 
anything  considerable  on  perpetual  funds.  Perhaps  a  Minister  of 
Finance,  in  whose  probity  the  world  have  a  confidence,  may  restore 
their  credit.  At  this  moment  that  is  in  some  measure  the  case,  for 
the  French  stocks  rise  on  the  appointment  of  M.  Taboreau.  That 
it  is  possible  for  France  to  borrow  may  be  demonstrated  ;  for  at  the 
time  M.  Turgot  was  removed,  he  was  negociating  a  loan  here,  and 
was  likely  to  succeed,  for  sixty  millions  of  guilders.  The  credit  of 
Spain  is  extremely  good,  and  that  Kingdom  may  have  what  money 
it  will,  and  on  the  best  terms.  The  Emperor's  credit  is  also  good, 
not  as  Emperor,  but  from  his  hereditary  dominion.  Sweden  and 
Denmark  both  have  good  credit ;  the  former  the  best ;  they  have 
money  at  four  per  cent.;  and  it  is  not  long  since  the  King  of  Sweden 
borrowed  three  millions  of  guilders  at  this  interest,  to  pay  off  old 
debts  at  five  per  cent.  His  interest  is  paid  punctually.  Prussia 
has  no  credit  here,  but  the  King's  treasury  is  full  by  squeezing  the 
last  farthing  from  the  people,  and  now  and  then  he  draws  a  little 
money  from  this  Republic  by  reviving  obsolete  claims.  The  credit 
of  the  Empress  of  Russia  is  very  good ;  for  she  has  punctually  paid 
the  interest  of  twelve  millions  of  guilders  which  she  borrowed  in  her 
war  with  the  Turks,  and  has  lately  paid  off  one  million  and  a  half 
of  the  principal.  These  are  the  strongest  circumstances  she  could 
have  in  her  favor  with  a  mercantile  people.  I  have  this  statement 
of  credit  from  persons  employed  in  negociating  the  several  loans,  and 
therefore  can  depend  upon  the  truth  of  the  information. 
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To  come  next  to  America,  should  time  and  necessity  oblige  her 
to  look  abroad  for  money.  In  the  present  state  of  affairs,  it  is  not 
probable  that  a  loan  is  practicable.  But  should  success  so  attend 
our  arms  that  it  should  appear  evident  that  we  are  likely  to  support 
our  independence,  or  should  either  France  or  Spain  acknowledge 
our  independence,  in  either  of  these  cases  I  believe  we  might  have 
money,  and  when  it  was  seen  that  we  were  punctual  in  our  first 
payments  of  the  interest,  we  should  have  as  much  as  we  pleased. 
The  nature  of  the  security,  or  the  fund  for  the  payment  of  interest, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  imagine.  But,  observing  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Dearethart,  it  was  the  writer's  opinion  that  the  honorable  Congress 
did  not  wish  to  circulate  too  much  paper,  for  fear  of  depreciating  its 
value,  I  thought  that  bills  issued  similar  to  those  in  circulation  in 
the  Provinces,  and  lodged  in  a  public  bank  in  Europe,  might  be 
accepted  as  a  pledge  or  deposit  for  money  borrowed  by  the  United 
States.  I  beg  pardon  for  the  crudity  of  the  idea,  and  would  not 
have  mentioned  it  here,  but  that,  having  hinted  at  it  in  general 
conversation,  people  thought  it  might,  on  a  future  occasion,  be 
adopted. 

You  will  please  to  observe,  that  everything  here  mentioned  came 
from  an  individual  who,  only  as  such,  avowed  himself  interested  for 
his  country's  fate,  and  for  its  benefit  sought  information.  Notwith- 
standing the  rise  of  stocks,  occasioned  by  our  misfortune  on  Long 
Island,  the  Dutch  are  selling  out,  and  my  strongest  representations 
have  not  been  wanting  to  contribute  a  mite  to  this  circumstance. 
The  price  of  our  product  is  great.  Rice  sells  for  twenty-five 
shillings  sterling  per  cwt.,  and  tobacco  for  eight  stivers  and  four 
per  pound.  You  have  been  threatened  that  the  Ukraine  would 
supply  Europe  with  tobacco.  It  must  be  long  before  that  time  can 
arrive.  I  have  seen  some  of  the  tobacco  leaf,  and  the  best  of  it  is 
worse  than  the  worst  of  our  ground  leaf.  Four  hundred  thousand 
pounds  have  been  sent  here  this  year.  The  Russian  Ambassador 
said  at  the  Baron  le  Guerre's,  Ambassador  from  Sweden,  where  I 
had  the  honor  to  dine,  that  Russia  soon  would  be  able  to  supply  the 
market  with  that  article.  In  this  he  spoke  more  like  an  Ambassador 
than  as  a  merchant.  I  took  occasion,  in  reply,  to  observe  that,  if 
that  was  the  case,  and  on  many  other  accounts,  it  was  the  interest  of 
her  Majesty  that  all  intercourse  between  Great  Britain  and  America 
should  be  broken  off,  for  that  then  the  former  would  be  dependent 
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on  Russia  for  all  those  articles  which  hitherto  the  latter  had  supplied 
her  with. 

Having  expressed  a  desire  of  knowing  these  reasons  at  large,  with 
the  assistance  of  M.  D  ,  ,  and  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Deane,  I 
purpose  giving  in  a  little  memoir  on  the  subject,  which  the  Ambas- 
sador assures  me  shall  be  sent  to  St.  Petersburgh.  Not  being  so 
sanguine  as  to  think  that  it  will  prevent  Russia  from  supplying 
England  with  troops,  should  the  other  demand  them,  but  it  may  give 
a  secret  dilatoriness  to  their  assistance,  which  may  finally  operate  in 
our  favor. 

If  it  should  be  determined  to  send  any  cargoes  of  tobacco  here 
on  the  public  account,  it  will  perhaps  be  thought  proper  to  convoy 
them.  The  frigates  destined  to  that  service  might  retaliate  the 
injuries  we  have  received  by  the  destruction  of  Falmouth  and 
Norfolk,  by  destroying  the  towns  and  shipping  of  Greenock  and  the 
port  of  Glasgow,  or  Ayre  and  Cambleton.  I  have  been  particularly 
informed  of  the  situation  of  those  places  until  the  present  moment. 
They  have  no  batteries  to  protect,  or  soldiers  to  defend  them,  or 
quartered  near  enough  in  any  numbers  to  be  assembled  for  that 
purpose,  and  not  a  vessel-of-war  on  the  whole  coast  larger  than  a 
tender,  to  receive  men  for  the  sea  service.  Their  rendezvous  might 
be  the  entrance  of  the  northern  channel,  where,  while  they  waited 
a  junction,  in  case  they  should  be  separated,  they  might  take  the 
outward  bound  ships,  and  by  the  information  obtained  from  them, 
insure  their  success.  In  returning,  a  party  landed  on  the  Isle  of 
Bute,  might  destroy  the  house  of  that  favorite.  Little  objects  strike 
most  forcibly  little  minds.  This  affair  completed,  which  would 
alarm  Britain  and  astonish  Europe,  the  ships  trading  to  the  Baltic, 
with  cargoes  not  only  that  suit,  but  are  necessary  for  our  Provinces, 
might  be  their  next  object.  This  ought  all  to  be  done  in  the  months 
of  March,  April,  and  May.  The  destruction  of  the  Greenland 
fishery  might  be  the  last  object  of  the  expedition.  I  am  confident, 
that  not  having  a  distrust  of  such  attempts,  the  success  would  be 
more  certain.  Should  there  be  a  necessity  of  seeking  shelter  or 
refreshments,  I  have  it  from  the  Swedish  Ambassador  here,  that  we 
shall  find  both  in  their  ports.  I  only  hinted  to  him  that  it  was 
possible  some  of  our  adventurers  might  explore  those  seas  in  search 
of  plunder. 

This  is  the  rough  outline  of  a  plan,  which  the  honorable  Congress 
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may,  should  it  in  any  shape  be  approved,  digest  into  form.  I  would 
stake  my  life  on  the  success  of  the  greatest  part  of  it,  if  inviolable 
secrecy  is  preserved,  and  the  execution  is  trusted  to  persons  who 
have  not  only  wealth  but  glory  in  view.  If  prompted  by  a  heated 
and  indignant  imagination,  this  plan  should  appear  dangerous  and 
impracticable,  I  hope  it  will  be  imputed  to  the  desire  of  retorting  our 
injuries  on  that  country,  which  has  in  some  measure  been  the  cause, 
and  is  at  present  endeavoring,  with  the  rancor  of  private  animosity, 
to  accumulate  our  distress.  I  entreated  Mr.  Deane  to  propose  some 
part  of  it  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  some  time  ago,  and  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  find  his  opinion  corresponds  with  my  own  on 
the  subject. 

The  resentment  which  it  is  said  the  honorable  Congress  have 
shown  on  the  conduct  of  the  King  of  Portugal  towards  us,  has 
been  attended  with  a  very  good  effect,  and  should  a  manifesto  be 
published  by  that  honorable  body,  hinting  only  the  necessity  of 
taking  similar  measures  with  all  those  who  denied  them  the  common 
rights  of  mankind,  I  am  persuaded  it  would  be  to  our  advantage.  It 
was  the  dread  of  such  a  blow  to  their  trade  that  was  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  made  use  of  by  the  merchants  of  this  country  in 
their  petition  to  the  States.  I  need  not  mention  to  you  any  thing 
respecting  what  is  like  to  take  place  in  Europe  another  year,  for  of 
that  ere  this,  you,  I  hope,  have  information.  I  will  only  say,  that 
the  greater  part  contemplates  with  pleasure  the  gloomy  prospect  for 
England ;  there  is  not  an  Envoy  of  the  most  petty  State  in  Italy 
but  exults  at  it.  The  want  of  intelligence  from  America  hurts  the 
cause  prodigiously  in  Europe,  and  the  anxiety  of  those  who  have  its 
interest  at  heart  is  from  that  circumstance  inconceivable  I  hope  I 
need  not  offer  assurances  to  convince  the  honorable  Congress  of  the 
zeal  with  which  I  wish  to  serve  them.  To  be  directed  by  that 
honorable  body  in  what  manner  to  do  it  most  effectually  will  be  the 
happiest  circumstance  of  my  life. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.C., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

P.  S.  I  cannot  seal  this  letter  without  recommending  Colonel 
Prevet,  should  the  fortune  of  war  put  him  into  our  hands,  to  all 
the  indulgence,  to  himself  and  family,  his  situation  will  possibly 
admit  of.     Mr.  Grand,  his  wife's  father,  an  eminent  merchant  here. 
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animated  with  that  love  of  Hberty  which  distinguishes  his  country, 
(Switzerland,)  offers  all  the  services  in  his  power  to  the  public,  and 
a  thousand  civilities  to  its  individuals.  If  by  the  same  fortune  Mr. 
Dowdswell,  of  the  first  regiment  of  guards,  should  fall  into  our  hands, 
his  father's  merits  and  his  own  reluctance  will  give  him  the  same 
indulgence. 

Since  I  wrote  the  above,  Mr.  Grand  has  assured  me,  that  should 
the  honorable  Congress  determine  to  negociate  loans  in  Europe,  and 
would  draw  bills,  accepted  by  the  principal  merchants  in  America, 
payable  at  two,  three,  and  five  years'  sight,  and  send  them  to  their 
house,  they  should  be  discounted  by  them  at  five  per  cent,  interest. 
This  was  the  manner  in  which  money  was  raised  for  the  city  of 
Leipsic  during  the  last  war.  The  gentlemen  of  the  committee  will 
please  to  observe  that  this  is  to  be  kept  very  secret,  for  no  loan  can 
be  publicly  negociated  here  as  yet.  The  firm  of  this  house  is  Messrs. 
Horneca,  Fizeaux  &l  Co.,  and  is  one  of  the  most  capital  in  this  city. 
Should  any  cargoes  be  consigned  here  on  public  account,  perhaps  it 
may  be  thought  proper  to  address  them  to  these  gentlemen.  I  can 
assure  you,  gentlemen,  and  that  from  my  own  knowledge,  that  many 
bills  remitted  from  America,  and  supposed  to  be  drawn  on  account 
of  Congress,  have  been  refused  payment  by  the  English  Ministry, 
knowing  beforehand  when  they  would  be  presented  for  payment,  and 
by  that  means  having  an  opportunity  of  bribing,  threatening,  or 
flattering  the  parties  on  whom  they  were  drawn,  either  to  refuse 
payment  absolutely,  or  at  least  noting  them  for  protest,  in  order  to 
hurt  the  credit  of  our  merchants  in  Europe.  I  do  think  that  the  less 
connexion,  for  this  and  other  reasons,  we  have  in  future  with  houses 
\yhose" principal  business  depends  on  Great  Britain,  the  better.  I 
beg  pardon  for  giving  my  opinion  thus  freely,  but  it  is  the  effect  of 
my  zeal.  y^   q 


TO  WILLIAM  BINGHAM,  AT  MARTINiq,UE. 

Paris,  June  25th  to  July  6th,  1777. 
Sir, 
A  letter  from  a  person  unknown  to  you  but  by  name,  had  need  of 
a  long  introduction  to  apologize  for  the  address,  but  not  being  a  man 
of  ceremony  myself;  and  besides  having  but  little  tirne  for  formality, 
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I  content  myself  with  saying,  tliat  engaged  in  the  same  cause  with 
yourself,  I  have  assisted  Mr.  Deane  since  his  arrival  in  Europe,  and 
know  intimately  well  our  affairs  abroad,  their  situation  here,  and  in 
such  Courts  where  it  has  been  thought  necessary  to  address  ourselves 
for  countenance  and  assistance.  I  have  of  course  been  no  stranger 
to  your  correspondence,  and  have  been  sorry  to  find  so  punctual  a 
correspondent  should  have  any  reason  to  complain  of  the  want  of 
punctuality  in  others.  This  is  not  owing  to  want  of  inclination  in  Mr. 
Deane,  but  to  the  multiplicity  of  business  which  occupies  his  whole 
time ;  for  Mr.  Lee  is  absent,  being  at  Berlin,  where  I  first  broke  the 
ice  last  autumn,*  and  the  age  of  Dr.  Franklin  in  some  measure 
hinders  him  from  taking  so  active  a  part  in  the  drudgery  of  business 
as  his  great  zeal  and  abilities  would  otherwise  enable  him  to  execute. 
He  is  the  master  to  whom  we  children  in  politics  all  look  up  for 
counsel,  and  whose  name  is  every  where  a  passport  to  be  well 
received.  As  I  trouble  you,  therefore,  with  forwarding  some  letters 
to  my  friends,  I  wish  to  pay  the  postage  by  any  European  intelli- 
gence in  my  power  to  communicate. 

I  have  another  motive  to  incite  me,  which  is,  that  I  think  your 
situation  of  singular  consequence  to  bring  on  a  war  so  necessary  to 
assure  our  independence,  and  which  the  weak  system  of  this  Court 
seems  studiously  to  avoid.  Either  from  this  weakness,  or  from  a 
jealousy  that  by  a  precipitate  interference  our  independence  would 
be  too  soon  and  too  formidably  established,  the  Court  shuns  every- 
thing in  Europe  which  might  appear  a  glaring  violation  of  their 
treaties  with  England.  This  line  of  conduct  has  delayed  the  stores 
so  long  promised,  and  at  last  sends  to  Martinique  what  ought  to 
have  been  on  the  continent  in  February  at  furthest.  This  occasioned 
the  loss  of  the  Seine,  which  was  despatched  half  laden,  that  such 
necessary  articles  as  tents  and  fusils  might  get  early  to  America,  the 
captain  having  positive  orders  to  proceed  thither  without  touching  at 
the  islands :  and  I  myself  protested  to  the  ship's  owners  that  Mr. 
Deane  would  have  no  concern  in  the  risk  if  on  any  account  but 
stress  of  weather  the  vessel  proceeded  to  the  West  Indies.  As  such 
is  their  miserable  policy,  it  is  our  business  to  force  on  a  war  in  spite 
of  their  inclinations  to  the  contrary,  for  which  purpose  I  see  nothing 
so  likely  as  fitting  out  privateers  from  the  ports  and  islands  of  France. 

*  Mr.  Carmichael's  letters  from  Berlin,  if  he  ever  wrote  any,  are  missing. 
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Here  we  are  too  near  the  sun,  and  the  business  is  dangerous  ;  with 
you  it  may  be  done  more  easily,  and  indeed  has  already  been 
attended  with  happy  effects,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  copy  of 
a  letter  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Liverpool  to  that  of 
Bristol.  The  natural  antipathy  of  the  nation  is  such  that  their 
passions  being  once  fully  excited,  they  will  proceed  to  such  acts  of 
reprisal  and  mutual  violence  as  will  occasion  clamors  and  alterca- 
tions, which  no  soft  words  can  palliate.  As  I  pretend  to  know 
something  of  the  counsels  of  both  nations,  I  know  there  are  strong 
advocates  for  war  in  both.  The  more  reasons  they  have  to  produce 
in  favor  of  their  system,  the  sooner  it  will  be  adopted. 

In  England,  when  General  Howe's  successes  in  the  Jerseys  and 
the  prospect  of  getting  possession  of  Philadelphia  made  the  Ministry 
hope  for  a  speedy  termination  of  their  dispute  widi  us,  I  know  war 
with  France  was  nearly  determined  on.  The  insolence  of  apparent 
success  dictated  that  memorial  which  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  presented 
to  their  High  Mightinesses,  and  which  you  have  undoubtedly  seen. 
One  of  a  still  more  insolent  nature  was  prepared  and  even  sent  to 
Lord  Stormont  here,  and  a  refusal  and  even  delay  of  compliance 
with  the  requisitions  therein  made  was  to  have  been  the  harbinger  of 
war  and  the  immediate  destruction  of  the  French  commerce  and 
islands.  Happily  for  our  enemies,  the  news  of  our  success  at 
Trenton  prevented  its  delivery. 

In  France  the  nation  and  some  of  the  Ministers  wish  to  act 
vigorously,  but  are  retarded  in  all  their  operations  by  the  imbecility 
of  age  or  the  more  powerful  operation  of  English  gold.  As  the 
English  Ministry  seem  convinced  of  the  pacific,  or  rather  undecided, 
state  of  the  rulers  here,  they  hasten,  by  the  most  vigorous  exertions 
against  us,  to  end  the  war,  and  are  less  reserved  in  the  treatment  of 
the  French  prisoners  abroad.  Could  they  be  provoked  to  unequiv- 
ocal proofs  of  violence,  it  would  be  a  good  point  gained.  This  your 
situation  may  bring  about  by  encouraging  the  arming  of  vessels 
manned  by  Frenchmen,  and  by  prompting  the  captains  to  provoke 
unjustifiable  reprisals  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  English 
islands. 

To  you,  filled  with  liberal  ideas  and  a  high  sense  of  the  interest 
of  the  French  nation  to  give  us  powerful  support,  these  hints  may 
appear  extraordinary;  but  from  experience  I  can  assure  you  that 
public  councils,  at  least  in  Europe,  are  directed  more  by  caprice,  or 
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the  interest  oNndividuals,  than  by  a  generous  concern  for  the  whole. 
At  a  distance,  we  think  more  of  the  wisdom  of  statesmen  than  they 
merit.  The  nearer  we  approach  them  the  less  is  our  reverence.  If 
our  enemies  are  not  successful,  they  mean  to  close  with  us  on  the 
best  terms  they  can,  sensible  that  if  this  great  effort  does  not  succeed, 
they  have  little  to  hope  in  future.  This  is  an  animating  reason  for 
us  to  persevere  in  the  glorious  contest.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is 
our  business  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  our  common  people  to  the 
utmost ;  for  which  reason  what  I  write  you  is  in  confidence,  or  for 
the  inspection  of  the  Committee  only,  if  it  may  be  thought  to  merit 
their  notice. 

The  English  have  completed  their  loan  among  themselves.  No 
foreigners  have  assisted  them,  although  the  terms  to  the  lender  are 
better  than  any  yet  offered  by  that  nation  except  once.  Foreigners 
know  that  they  have  yet  several  millions  to  fund  for  which  they  must 
offer  still  better  terms.  The  Spaniards  have  refused  the  mediation 
of  France  and  England  in  their  dispute  with  Portugal,  being  determ- 
ined to  prosecute  the  war  until  Portugal  demands  peace  and  makes 
reparation.  They  have  taken  the  important  Island  of  St.  Catharine's, 
on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  without  loss,  and  mean  vigorously  to  prosecute 
their  operations  on  Brazil.  This  I  have  from  Undoubted  authority, 
one  of  the  family  Ministers.  A  report  prevails  that  the  Indians  of 
the  east  have  fallen  on  their  oppressors,  and  have  taken  Madras. 
India  stock  has,  consequently,  fallen.  Both  France  and  Spain 
continue  their  armaments'  as  if  preparing  for  some  great  event. 
This  obliges  England  to  do  the  same.  All  their  naval  and  army 
contracts  are  for  five  years,  and  they  employ  as  many  workmen  in 
their  dock-yards  as  they  did  in  the  height  of  the  last  war.  You  will 
serve  us  essentially  by  pushing  the  cruisers  who  visit  you  into  the 
European  seas,  particularly  those  of  the  north,  in  the  months  of 
August,  September,  and  October,  directing  them  to  send  their  prizes 
into  France  or  Spain.  It  would  render  our  negociation  with 
Prussia  more  successful  if  a  tobacco  ship  could  by  any  means  be 
pushed  into  Emden,  which  ship  might  make  her  returns  in  manufac- 
tures necessary  for  us,  and  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent,  cheaper  than 
we  can  have  them  here.     Urge  it  to  the  honorable  Committee. 

1  ^'"'  ^^•'  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

P.  S.  Two  vessels  with  stores  are  just  despatched  from  different 
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ports.  Forward  them,  my  dear  sir,  immediately  to  our  dear  country. 
Captains  Wickes,  Joiinson,  and  Nicholson  have  just  destroyed  six- 
teen vessels  on  the  English  and  Irish  coast.  I  am  despatching 
Conyngham  from  hence  on  the  same  business  in  a  privateer.  I 
begin  to  think  war  unavoidable. 

Dunkirk,  July  6th.  W.  C. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Yorklown,  June  17th,  1778. 
Sir, 
Since  my  arrival  here,  I  have  been  informed  of  the  honor  con- 
ferred upon  me  by  Congress,  in  being  appointed  Secretary  to  the 
Commissioners  at  the  Court  of  France,  an  honor  which  greatly 
overpays  the  feeble  efforts  of  my  zeal,  and  is  more  than  I  could 
expect,  considering  the  well-founded  pretensions  of  others  to  their 
notice. 

I  beg  leave,  through  you,  sir,  to  express  my  grateful  sensibility  of 
this  proof  of  their  confidence,  as  well  as  the  ardent  desire  I  have  of 
meriting  it  in  future.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Off  Reedy  Island,  November  25th,  1779. 
Sir, 
1  received  at  Chester  the  copies  of  the  resolves  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  enclose  me,  and  shall  punctually  comply  with  your  request, 
by  forwarding  them,  as  soon  as  I  arrive,  to  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr. 
Johnson.  I  am  sorry  that  the  business  with  respect  to  the  latter  is 
left  in  its  present  state,  because  there  are  very  few  men  who  neglect 


*  It  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Carmichael  ever  accepted  this  appointment.  He 
viras  chosen  a  Delegate  to  Congress  from  Maryland,  and  joined  that  body  on  the 
19th  of  November,  1778. 
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a  certain  and  profitable  occupation  to  engage  in  another,  where  they 
are  sure  of  offending,  without  an  equal  certainty  of  an  adequate 
reward  for  their  trouble  and  impartiality. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  good  wishes,  although  I  must 
candidly  own  they  would  be  still  more  agreeable  accompanied  by  a 
ship-of-the-line,  for  we  are  informed  that  the  Romulus  and  Roebuck 
are  waiting  for  us  to  intercept  us,  and  were  they  animated,  would, 
like  the  Death  and  Sin  of  Milton,  bless  their  lucky  stars  "  destined 
to  that  good  hour."  I  beg  you  to  make  the  proper  compliments  for 
nie  to  the  gentlemen  of  your  family. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  he, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Martinique,  December  27th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  your  Excellency  a  paper  con- 
taining a  relation  of  a  late  affair  between  part  of  a  small  squadron, 
commanded  by  M.  la  Motte  Piquet,  and  the  English  fleet,  under  the 
orders  of  Sir  Peter  Parker.  It  was  given  me  by  direction  of  the 
French  Admiral,  that  a  true  account  of  this  action,  which  has  done 
him  much  honor  here,  might  be  published  in  America. 

On  the  23d  of  this  month,  Admiral  Arbuthnot  arrived  at  Barba- 
does  with  six  or  seven  sail-of-the-line  and  sixteen  regiments.  An 
attack  on  the  Grenadas  or  Dominica  is  daily  expected.  The  latter 
is  well  fortified  and  garrisoned  by  twelve  hundred  men.  The  Mar- 
quis de  Bouille  seems  to  have  no  apprehensions  for  any  of  their 
islands,  except  those  lately  taken  from  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Jay  informs  Congress  by  this  opportunity  of  the  misfortune 
which  befel  us,  and  the  reasons  which  induced  the  officers  to  bring 
the  ship  to  this  Island.*  I  can  only  express  my  regret  for  the  delay 
which  this  accident  will  occasion  in  the  execution  of  the  business 
with  which  Congress  has  done  us  the  honor  to  entrust  us.  With 
the  highest  sentiments  of  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

*See  Mr.  Jay's  Correspondence,  Vol.  IV,  p.  126. 
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TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Madrid,  February  18th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  by  a  courier  whom  the 
French  Ambassador  despatched  to  Cadiz  yesterday  morning  ;  since 
which  I  have  been  introduced  to  their  Excellencies,  delivered  your 
letter  to  the  latter,  and  explained  to  the  former  the  reasons  which 
induce  you  to  address  the  other,  with  which  he  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied. Don  Joseph  de  Galves  told  me  that  he  should  give  your  letter 
to  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  whose  business  it  was  to  lay  it 
before  the  King,  and  receive  his  orders  on  the  subject,  and  that  the 
Count  or  himself  would  be  directed  to  answer  it.  I  repeated  the 
substance  of  your  instructions  to  me  as  far  as  they  respect  him,  and 
was  answered  that  he  would  take  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with 
me  on  our  afFaris,  and  would  inform  me  through  the  French  Ambas- 
sador when  it  would  be  convenient  for  him  to  receive  me.  Some 
compliments  passed  with  respect  to  the  characters  he  had  received 
of  us,  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat. 

The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  told  me  that  he  would  lay  your 
letter  before  the  King  the  same  night  for  his  consideration.  I  took 
this  opportunity  of  mentioning  the  pleasure  it  would  give  Congress 
to  hear  of  your  reception  at  Madrid,  from  the  earnest  desire  they 
had  to  cultivate  the  King's  friendship,  that  their  expectations  were 
sanguine,  having  been  led  to  believe  the  dispositions  of  the  Court 
were  favorable,  by  the  suggestions  of  persons  supposed  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  its  intentions,  that  the  hopes  of  the  people  were 
also  great,  and  I  hinted  that  there  were  several  vessels  about  to  sail 
from  Bilboa  and  the  ports  of  France  by  which  you  would  be  happy 
to  communicate  this  news  to  Congress,  and  to  gratify  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  people. 

He  then  told  me  he  had  informed  the  King  of  your  arrival  at 
Cadiz,  although  they  had  understood  your  original  destination  was 
to  France ;  that  the  King  had  ordered  him  to  receive  your  overtures, 
and  that  I  was  at  liberty  to  give  you  this  information,  and,  after  a 
pause,  added  that  on  Monday  he  hoped  to  have  it  in  his  power  to 
return  an  answer.  You  will  please  to  observe  that  it  had  not  been 
read  by  either  when  this  conversation  passed.  He  also  told  me  that 
he  would  take  an  opportunity  to  converse  with  me,  and  would  inform 
Vol.  v.— 2 
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me  when  it  would  be  convenient  for  him  to  see  me  through  the 
channel  beforementioned. 

On  Monday  next  I  go  to  the  Pardo,  by  their  appointment.  Here 
I  see  every  day  a  person  who  I  believe  to  be  sent  by  them  to  con- 
verse with  me,  although  I  appear  to  know  nothing  of  his  connexion 
with  the  Court.  I  think  you  may  make  the  necessary  preparations 
for  your  journey  on  the  receipt  of  this.  Messrs.  Adams  and  Dana 
were  at  Bordeaux  the  2d  instant.  They  mean  to  proceed  to  Amster- 
dam from  thence,  so  that  the  plan  spoken  of  has  taken  place. 
They  go  in  a  good  time,  as  the  Dutch  are  at  present  much  irritated 
against  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  corresponded  with  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca, 
but  if  I  am  well  informed,  the  correspondence  consisted  of  American 
news  on  the  one  part,  and  compliment  on  the  other.*  M.  Gerard 
leaves  this  to-morrow;  he  has  had  conversations  with  the  Spanish 
Ministers,  of  about  two  hours  at  one  lime  and  three  at  another.  I 
am  in  a  way  of  obtaining  most  of  the  information  you  desired.  I 
beg  you  to  present  the  proper  compliments  to  your  lady  and  Colonel 
Livingston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Madrid,  February  19th,  1780. 
Sir, 
The  short  time  I  remained  at  Cadiz,  and  the  constant  employ- 
ment in  which  I  was  engaged  of  copying  Mr.  Jay's  letters  and 
making  the  necessary  preparations  for  my  journey,  prevented  me 
from  doing  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  from 
thence.  But  having  now  an  opportunity  by  M.  Gerard  to  France, 
:and  an  offer  from  M.  Gardoqui  to  forward  my  letters  by  the  way 
of  Bilboa,  I  enclose  to  Congress  copies  of  those  I  have  written  to 
Mr.  Jay  since  my  arrival  in  this  city,  as  they  contain  the  most 
material  intelligence  I  have  been  able  to  procure.  I  have  every 
reason  to  be  pleased  with  the  disposition  of  those  whom  I  have  seen 

*  See  Arthur  Lee's  Correspondence,  Vol.  I,  pp.  402-415. 
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here,  as  well  foreigners  as  natives,  and  I  cannot  sufSciently  express 
my  gratitude  for  the  liberal  and  friendly  manner  in  which  I  have 
been  received  by  the  Count  de  Montmorin,  the  Ambassador  of 
France,  which  I  should  impute  entirely  to  M.  Gerard's  good  offices, 
was  not  his  own  good  will  and  desire  to  conform  to  the  favorable 
disposition  of  his  Court  apparent.  M.  Gerard  in  the  circle  of 
foreign  Ministers  is  more  of  an  American  than  a  Frenchman,  and  I 
should  do  him  injustice  if  I  did  not  mention  it. 

The  English  squadron  sailed  from  Gibraltar  the  13th  instant, 
and  part  of  it  is  said  to  be  destined  for  the  West  Indies.  The 
French  will  have  seventy-two  sail-of-the-line  in  actual  service  this 
year.  The  troops  at  the  disposition  of  the  person  mentioned  in  the 
first*  letter  to  Mr.  Jay,  will  amount  to  near  four  thousand,  and 
consist  chiefly  of  Germans ;  six  sail-of-the-line  will  escort  them,  and 
I  am  well  informed  they  will  sail  in  less  than  two  months.  It  is 
said  the  English  Ministry  will  be  able  to  procure  the  necessary 
supplies  for  the  present  year,  owing  to  their  late  successes.  I  beg 
leave,  through  your  Excellency,  to  assure  Congress  of  my  unremitted 
attention  to  merit  the  confidence  reposed  in  me. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &£c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Aranjues,  May  28th,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 
Mr.  Jay  having  judged  it  proper  for  me  to  reside  at  this  place 
while  the  Court  remains  here,  I  did  not  know  until  his  letters  for 
Congress  were  closed,  that  Mr.  Harrison,  who  charges  himself  with 
the  care  of  them  to  Cadiz,  was  on  the  point  of  setting  out  from 
Madrid  for  that  city.  This  prevented  me  from  assisting  him  in 
copying  papers  which  he  tells  me  he  has  transmitted  by  this 
opportunity.  I  regret  exceedingly  my  not  having  received  earlier 
information,  because  I  wished  to  convey  several  papers  which  I  do 
not  choose  to  trust  to  the  ordinary  post.  Our  situation  in  this 
respect  is  very  disagreeable  and  delicate,  for  we  can  neither  send 

*  See  Jay's  Correspondence,  Vol.  IV,  p.  150. 
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nor  receive  letters  without  their  being  subject  to  the  inspection  of 
others,  and,  indeed,  we  have  sometimes  tlie  mortification  to  hear  of 
the  arrival  of  letters  from  America  in  the  sea-ports,  which,  notwith- 
standing, never  reach  us.  Our  opportunities  of  information  thus 
become  ver}-^  precarious,  and  I  am  much  afraid  that  the  same  cause 
will  frequently  interrupt  our  correspondence  with  Congress. 

Before  Mr.  Jay  arrived  in  the  capital,  I  did  myself  the  honor 
to  inform  his  Excellency,  the  President,  of  my  arrival  at  Madrid, 
and  enclosed  him  copies  of  the  letters  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Jay  on  the 
subject  of  his  reception,  and  of  the  disposition  in  which  the  Court 
appeared  to  be.  As  I  sent  several  copies  of  these  letters,  I  subjoined 
all  that  occurred  worthy  of  the  notice  of  Congress  in  the  interval 
of  the  departure  of  the  several  copies.  Not  having  had  any  instruc- 
tions to  address  myself  to  Congress,  unless  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Jay,  or  in  case  of  any  event  that  deprived  the  public  of  his  services, 
I  know  not  whether  I  may  not  appear  officious  at  present ;  partic- 
ularly as  I  have  already  communicated  to  him  regularly  all  the 
intelligence  I  have  been  able  to  procure,  as  also  my  reflections  on 
that  intelligence,  which  his  ability  and  long  experience  in  affairs  will 
enable  him  to  put  in  a  much  clearer  point  of  view  than  I  can 
pretend  to  do.  If  I  err,  I  hope  the  Committee  will  set  me  right, 
and  instruct  me  how  to  conduct  myself  in  future. 

The  King,  the  Prince  of  Asturias,  and  the  Ministry,  appear 
favorable  to  our  cause,  but  I  am  much  afraid  their  ability  to  assist 
us  in  the  article  of  money,  is  neither  equal  to  our  expectations  or 
their  desires  to  serve  us.  The  papers  sent  by  Mr.  Jay  will  show 
the  sentiments  of  this  Court  with  respect  to  the  object  of  his  mission. 
I  think  the  negociation  will  be  attended  with  more  delay  than  Con- 
gress had  reason  to  apprehend  when  we  left  America.  This  Court 
manifest  a  strong  desire  of  excluding  every  other  nation  from  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and,  indeed,  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
The  situation  of  the  affairs  of  America  will  undoubtedly  regulate 
the  conduct  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  such 
as  to  enable  them  to  adhere  to  the  rights  of  all  the  States. 

Our  enemies  are  making  use  of  the  time  before  Spain  takes  a 
decided  opinion  to  sow  jealousies  between  us.  Governor  Johnson 
sounded  the  dispositions  of  this  Court  early  last  winter.  At  the 
close  of  it,  Sir  John  Dalrymple  obtained  permission  to  come  to 
Madrid  on  the  pretence  of  the  bad  state  of  health  of  his  lady.     His 
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Strange  memorial  to  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  is  transmitted  to 
you.*  I  have  no  doubts  that  other  attempts  will  be  made  to  bring 
about  a  negociation.  If  they  succeed  no  better  than  Sir  Jolm's,  we 
shall  not  have  much  to  apprehend  on  that  score.  The  Count  de 
Florida  Blanca  appears  to  act  with  much  candor,  and  gives  Mr. 
Jay  such  strong  and  frequent  assurances  of  the  King's  favorable 
intentions,  and  his  own  disposition  to  second  them,  that  I  hope  we 
may  rely  on  what  he  tells  us.  His  character  for  probity  is  high  in 
this  country,  and  among  the  foreign  Ministers  at  this  Court.  As  I 
have  frequent  opportunities  of  mixing  with  the  latter,  I  have  not 
omitted  to  give  them  proper  impressions  of  our  strength,  union,  and 
firmness,  without  seeming  too  solicitous  to  do  it.  It  is  possible  that 
if  the  neutral  maritime  Powers  were  fully  persuaded  of  this  una- 
nimity and  firmness,  atid  were  sincerely  disposed  to  bring  about  a 
peace,  instead  of  regarding  with  pleasure  the  mutual  losses  of  the 
House  of  Bourbon  and  Great  Britain,  they  might  end  the  war  by 
declaring  their  disposition  to  acknowledge  our  independence. 

The  King  of  Prussia  seems  to  be  a  cool  calculator,  prepared  to 
profit  by  the  general  distress.  Denmark  is  influenced  by  Russia,  and 
Sweden  by  France.  Great  Britain  also  still  retains  some  influence 
in  Denmark.  The  Court  of  Vienna  will  be  adverse  to  us  as  long  as 
the  Empress  Queen  exists.  How  the  Emperor  is  inclined  I  do  not 
know.  Sardinia  and  Portugal  are  friendly,  and  attached  to  England. 
The  Dutch  are  divided  into  parties,  neither  of  which  is  strong 
enough  to  give  firmness  and  decision  to  the  conduct  of  the  Republic. 
The  Stadtholder  and  his  party  find  means  to  thwart  and  retard  all 
the  vigorous  resolves  which  the  French  and  republican  party  engage 
the  State  to  enter  into  to  support  their  honor  and  dignity.  The 
hopes  entertained  in  Great  Britain  of  the  influence  of  the  former 
party,  and  the  proneness  of  the  King  and  his  Ministers  to  violent 
measures,  induced  the  late  extraordinary  conduct  of  that  Court, 
with  respect  to  the  Dutch.  They  will  submit  to  this  and  more, 
rather  than  go  to  war.  If  the  Empress  of  Russia  is  determined  to 
support  her  late  declaration,  and  to  coincide  effectually  with  the 
Powers  whom  she  has -invited  to  accede  to  it,  Great  Britain  must, 
however,  recede  from  her  present  conduct,  or  offend  highly  the 
neutral  Powers. 


See  this  memorial  in  John  Jay's  Correspondence,  Vol.  IV,  p.  194. 
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The  negociation  between  Russia  and  Holland  proceeds  slowly. 
The  Court  party  in  England  has  gained  once  more  its  superiority  in 
Parliament ;  a  feigned  sickness  of  the  Speaker,  Sir  Fletcher  Norton, 
gave  the  Minister  time  to  rally  his  forces,  since  which  opposition 
grows  more  feeble  every  day.  That  of  Ireland,  for  want  of  system 
and  union  among  its  members,  and  by  the  promises  of  places  and 
honors,  is  a  little  staggered.  There  is,  however,  a  fermentation  in 
both  nations,  which  the  continuance  of  the  war  and  its  consequent 
distresses  will  probably  increase,  if  not  bring  to  maturity.  The 
distresses  of  our  army  last  winter,  the  depreciation  of  our  paper 
money,  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  our  divisions,  and  our  apparent 
inactivity  have  had  a  bad  effect  in  Europe,  which  I  hope  the  firm- 
ness and  unanimity  of  Congress,  added  to  the  exertions  of  our  ally, 
and  those  of  this  Court,  will  entirely  efface. 

The  expedition  which  sailed  from  Cadiz  the  28th  ultimo,  consist- 
ing of  twelve  sail-of-the-line,  besides  frigates,  and  eleven  thousand 
five  hundred  men,  proceeds  to  the  Windward  Islands,  and  there  joins 
M.  de  Guichen,  or  goes  against  Jamaica  or  the  Floridas,  as  circum- 
stafaces  may  render  it  proper.  Another  expedition  from  France 
follows  M.  Ternay's,  I  believe,  to  reinforce  M.  de  Guichen,  who,  if 
I  am  not  deceived,  will  join  the  Spaniards  to  the  leeward  in  the 
hurricane  months,  and,  if  necessary  and  practicable,  send  eight  or 
ten  ships  to  our  coasts  in  the  beginning  of  the  autumn.  This 
depends,  however,  much  on  the  events  of  war.  Spain,  in  concurrence 
with  France,  will  have  between  forty  and  fifty  sail-of-the-line  to 
oppose  the  grand  English  fleet,  which  I  am  informed  will  sail  the 
last  of  this  month  or  the  beginning  of  next.  The  allied  fleet  is  not 
in  such  readiness.  Strong  interest  is  making  for  the  Count  d'Estaing 
to  command  in  chief,  and  1  think  he  will  be  nominated. 

A  very  little  time  will  determine  the  fate  of  the  bills  drawn  on 
Mr.  Jay.  I  received  the  first  last  week  in  a  letter  from  M.  Nesbitt, 
of  L'Orient,  who  very  prudently  did  not  negociate  it  until  he  con- 
sulted me  on  the  subject.  I  am  also  informed  that  bills  on  Mr. 
Laurens  are  in  circulation,  and  we  have  not  yet  heard  of  his  arrival. 
I  have  written  to  Dr.  Franklin  and  Messrs.  Adams  and  Dana,  and 
if  I  have  not  heard  from  them  oftener,  I  impute  it  to  the  miscarriage 
of  their  letters,  which  was  the  case  of  those  of  Dr.  Franklin  the 
first  two  months  after  my  arrival  at  Madrid.  Mr.  Jay  will  transmit 
an   account  of  the  revenues  and  expenses  of  Spain,  with  which  I 
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have  furnished  him,  which  will  show  that  Congress  cannot  depend 
on  such  pecuniary  assistance  from  this  nation  as  they  expected. 

Mr.  Jay's  situation  has  been  particularly  disagreeable ;  the  sum 
allotted  by  Congress  by  no  means  accords  with  his  necessary 
expenses,  even  if  he  received  his  salary  as  it  became  due.  I  do  not 
complain,  although  I  have  been  obliged  since  my  departure  from 
America  to  expend  more  than  six  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  sterling, 
and  have  not  as  yet  received  more  than  two  hundred  pounds  of  my 
salary.  Almost  every  thing  that  passes,  even  in  Congress,  is  known 
here,  either  by  intercepted  letters  or  otherwise.  You,  gentlemen, 
will  conceive  how  delicate  Mr.  Jay's  situation  must  be,  if  he  delivers 
faithfully  his  sentiments  of  men  and  measures.  I  must  repeat  again, 
however,  that  there  is  a  great  appearance  of  candor  and  good  faith. 
The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  and  M.  Galvez  speak  with  much 
apparent  civility  and  frankness,  and  seem  desirous  of  doing  all  that 
is  possible  to  succor  us  consistent  with  the  actual  situation  of  their 
finances,  the  former  particularly.  I  have  sent  a  copy  of  this  via 
Bilboa,  and  another  from  Cadiz.  I  have  not  yet  had  the  pleasure 
of  receiving  one  letter  from  any  one  member  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Madrid,  July  ITili,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 
Since  writing  the  preceding  letter,  bills  to  the  amount  of  about 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  have  been  presented,  and  at  a  time  when  the 
news  of  our  misfortune  at  Charleston  made  an  impression  much  to 
our  disadvantage.  These  bills,  however,  are  accepted,  and  the 
Count  de  Florida  Blanca  appears  to  interest  himself  more  than  ever 
in  contributing  to  aid  us,  repeating,  in  the  strongest  manner,  his 
Catholic  Majesty's  favorable  intentions.  What  he  hinted  at  with 
respect  to  the  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  thwart  Mr.  Jay's  negocia- 
tions  has  proved  true.  A  Mr.  Cumberland,  Secretary  to  Lord 
George  Germain,  has  obtained  permission  to  come  to  Madrid,  and  is 
actually  here  at  present.  But  as  his  Excellency  has  promised  to 
communicate  his  proposals,  whatever  they  may  be,  on  the  subject  of 
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an  accoinmodalion,  we  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  but  that  be  will  do 
it  with  the  same  frankness  with  which  he  made  known  to  us  those  of 
Sir  John  Dahymple.  The  Count  de  Montmorin,  Ambassador  for 
France  here,  is  not  the  least  alarmed  by  the  reception  of  this  gentle- 
man, and  that  Court  is  full  as  much  interested  as  we  are  in  the  object 
for  which  he  is  sent.  Mr.  Jay  will  transmit  to  Congress  a  narrative, 
which  I  have  given  him,  of  this  gentlenian's  motions. 

We  have  likewise  received  an  account  of  the  death  of  M.  Miralles. 
He  will  soon  have  a  successor,  by  whom  we  shall  write  more  fully, 
and  I  hope  more  to  the  satisfaction  of  Congress.  Nothing  can  hurt 
us  here,  or  in  Europe,  so  long  as  we  are  united,  firm,  and  vigorous. 
I  experienced  at  first  a  little  coldness  from  the  foreign  Ministers  at 
this  Court,  after  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Charleston,  but  that 
is  worn  off. 

The  public  papers  will  announce  the  disturbances  which  have 
lately  arisen  at  London  ;  all  is  at  present  quiet  in  that  quarter,  and 
Government  seems  to  have  acquired  fresh  confidence  and  vigor. 
The  Count  d'Estaing  is  expected  at  St.  lldefonso  the  1st  of  next 
month,  to  go  from  thence  to  take  the  command  of  the  united  fleets, 
which  will  consist  of  thirty-six  sail-of-the-line,  from  Cadiz,  including 
the  French  from  Toulon,  and  other  French  ports,  and  twelve  or 
fifteen  from  Brest.  The  last  advices  import  that  the  English 
squadron  amounted  to  twenty-eight,  chiefly  capital  ships ;  they  left 
port  about  the  20th  ultimo.  The  rest  of  Europe  is  in  the  same 
situation  that  I  have  already  mentioned. 

Since  writing  my  letter  of  the  2Sth  of  May,  I  received  a  letter 
from  the  Baron  de  Schulenburg,*  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  in 
answer  to  a  civil  letter  which  I  wrote  him  on  my  arrival  here, 
representing  the  situation  of  our  affairs  in  a  favorable  light.  I  daily 
expect  another  letter  from  him  more  particular,  in  consequence  of  an 
address  which  I  have  transmitted  to  him,  by  which  he  may  write 
to  me  in  safety.  I  have  cultivated  the  friendship  of  the  foreign 
Ministers  and  their  Secretaries  as  often  as  I  have  had  occasion,  and 
as  I  have  always  avoided  an  'appearance  of  prejudice,  I  flatter 
myself  that  1  have  been  listened  to  with  attention.  My  conduct  has 
been  the  same  with  those  of  this  nation  with  whom  I  have  found 
means  to  be  acquainted,  and  I  doubt  not,  with  time  and  patience,  we 

*  Missing. 
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shall  ultimately  succeed.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Count  de  Montmorin,  personally  or  politically.  M.  Gerard, 
in  his  letters  to  me,  expresses  the  same  attachment  as  ever  to  our 
cause,  and  his  late  acquisition  of  dignity  and  consequence  puts  it 
more  in  his  power  to  be  useful  to  us.  As  yet,  Mr.  Jay  has 
received  but  one  letter  from  Congress,  which  conveyed  their  resolves 
respecting  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  him.  I  beg  leave  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Houston  last  week, 
which  I  shall  answer,  if  possible,  by  this  opportunity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,       ^jlLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

St.  Ildefonso,  August  22d,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

In  the  course  of  this  month,  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to 
you  by  the  General  Pickering  from  Bilboa,  and  the  Captain  Kyan 
from  Cadiz,  as  also  via  France.  In  these  letters  I  informed  you  of 
the  situation  of  our  affairs  here,  and  of  that  of  Europe  in  general ; 
since  which  we  have  advanced  very  little.  The  Minister  had 
informed  Mv.  Jay,  on  the  5th  of  July,  that  he  had  sent  for  a  person 
to  succeed  M.  Miralles,  and  that,  on  his  arrival,  arrangements  would 
be  made  with  respect  to  the  bills  presented  to  Mr.  Jay  for  payment, 
and  that  he  would  then  enter  into  discussions  on  the  other  objects 
of  Mr.  Jay's  mission.  Before  and  since  that  period,  bills  to  the 
amount  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  have  been  presented,  of  which  Mr. 
Jay  has  accepted  for  fourteen  thousand,  by  the  direction  of  the 
Minister,  and  none  of  the  others  have  as  yet  been  protested. 

You  will  see,  by  a  state  of  the  finances  of  this  country,  which,  in 
compliance  with  Mr.  Jay's  instructions  to  me  at  my  departure  from 
Cadiz,  1  have  had  the  honor  to  give  him,  that  their  revenues  and 
resources,  since  the  war,  have  greatly  diminished,  and  that,  previous 
to  that  period,  they  were  by  no  means  so  flourishing  as  Congress 
had  reason  to  suppose.  In  most  of  the  conferences  with  the 
Minister,  the  scarcity  of  cash  has  been  objected,  more  than  the 
want  of  inclination,  and  hints  have  been  thrown  out  that  it  would 
be  much  more  convenient  for  the  Court  to  grant  the  United  States 
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aids  in  money  from  their  possessions  in  America  than  in  Europe. 
Although  hopes  have  been  as  constantly  given  that  a  part  of  the  sum 
drawn  for  would  be  furnished,  at  the  end  of  the  present  year  or 
commencement  of  the  next,  and  that  measures  in  the  mean  time 
might  be  taken  to  prevent  embarrassments,  in  case  of  the  arrival 
of  bills  after  that  period,  great  surprise  has  been  expressed  that 
Congress  should  take  such  a  step  without  previously  informing  the 
Court  of  their  intentions,  and  obtaining  its  approliation  of  the 
measure.  Congress  will  therefore  judge  of  the  propriety  of  disposing 
of  any  bills  that  may  remain  unsold,  until  it  is  fully  ascertained 
that  they  will  be  punctually  paid.  Mr.  Jay,  now  at  Madrid,  where 
the  death  of  his  child,  and  the  consequent  distresses  of  his  family, 
detain  him  a  few  days,  will  undoubtedly  transmit  more  ample  intel- 
ligence on  this  subject,  with  the  various  papers  in  liis  possession 
necessary  to  explain  it.  This  Court  has  been  obliged  to  make 
considerable  loans  for  their  own  current  expenses,  the  nature  of 
which  I  hope  to  be  able  to  explain  in  a  future  letter.  It  has  lately 
obtained  seven  millions  five  hundred  thousand  current  dollars  in 
France  and  elsewhere.  The  loan  is  for  nine  millions,  and  from  the 
nature  of  it  will  create  a  temporary  paper  circulation  to  that  amount 
in  this  Kingdom.  I  shall  transmit  to  Congress,  as  soon  as  it  becomes 
public,  a  full  detail  of  its  operations. 

Mr.  Cumberland,  whom  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  and  whose  name 
you  will  find  in  all  the  European  gazettes,  is  still  at  Madrid,  from 
whence  he  has  lately  had  permission  to  send  a  courier  to  London, 
but  as  the  Spanish  Minister  has  engaged  to  impart  any  serious 
proposals  he  may  make,  and  as  the  French  Ambassador  expresses 
no  uneasiness  from  the  residence  of  this  gentleman  in  Spain,  although 
this  circumstance  at  this  crisis  is  extraordinary,  we  cannot  presume 
there  can  be  solid  ground  for  apprehension.  Considerable  revolu- 
tions, however,  have  happened  in  the  system  of  politics  of  this 
country,  ever  since  the  accession  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  and 
where  Governments  are  often  more  influenced  by  the  counsels,  and 
sometimes  the  caprices  of  individuals,  than  from  regard  to  the  real 
and  permanent  interest  of  a  nation,  there  is  always  something  to  fear. 
Congress,  judging  from  the  assurances  of  the  Minister,  and  the 
King's  character,  which  is  remarkable  for  steadiness,  on  the  one  part, 
and  from  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Cumberland's  residence  here,  and 
the  constant  endeavors  of  our  enemies  by  every  insidious  art  to 
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misrepresent  our  situation,  on  the  other,  will  be  best  able  to  draw 
conclusions  from  the  whole. 

The  treaty  proposed  by  Russia  to  the  neutral  maritime  Powers 
to  secure  their  commerce  and  protect  their  navigation,  has  been  or 
will  be  acceded  to  by  Sweden,  Denmark,  the  Hanseatic  towns,  and 
Holland,  and  a  Russian  squadron  is  expected  in  the  Channel  daily. 
Portugal,  it  is  said,  influenced  by  England,  will  not  accede  to  this 
treaty,  which  will  put  a  stop  to  the  piratical  conduct  of  that  country. 
France  and  Spain  exclaim  against  the  partiality  of  Portugal  to  Great 
Britain,  and  I  have  been  informed,  but  I  do  not  pretend  to  vouch  for 
the  authenticity  of  the  intelligence,  that  strong  representations  have 
been  made  to  that  Court,  either  to  shut  its  ports  against  the  armed 
vessels  of  the  nations  at  war,  or  to  take  a  part  in  it.  The  French 
Minister  to  that  Court  said  something  to  the  same  purpose  to  me  at 
Madrid  on  his  way  to  Lisbon.  The  English  at  present  sell  their 
prizes  there  without  the  formality  of  condemnation. 

The  Count  d'Estaing  is  now  here,  and  on  every  occasion  man- 
ifests the  strongest  attachment  to  the  United  States  and  their 
interests.  The  general  opinion  gives  him  the  command  of  a  part, 
if  not  the  whole  of  the  combined  fleets,  which  amount  to  thirty-six 
sail-of-the-line,  now  at  sea,  commanded  by  M.  Cordova.  The 
English  fleet  under  Geary,  is  also  cruizing  between  Ushant  and 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  to  prevent  the  junction  of  the  ships  from  Brest 
and  Fcrrol  with  the  Spanish  Admiral,  and  to  protect  their  outward 
and  homeward  bound  convoys,  and  to  intercept  those  of  the  allies. 

I  had  written  thus  far,  when  a  courier  arrived  with  the  important 
news  of  the  combined  fleets  having  fallen  in  with  and  ta'ken  fifty-six 
sail  out  of  sixty,  destined  to  the  East  and  West  Indies,  Madeira,  and 
Quebec.  I  have  requested  Mr.  Harrison  at  Cadiz  to  enclose  to  the 
Committee  a  list  of  the  prizes,  and  the  nature  of  their  cargoes,  as 
It  has  not  yet  been  received  here.  This  will  be  severely  felt  in 
England,  and  will  occasion  more  clamor  against  the  Ministry  than 
all  their  naval  losses  since  the  war.  Mr.  Jay  has  heard  from  Con- 
gress but  once  since  we  have  been  in  Spain,  and  very  seldom  from 
our  other  correspondents.  The  last  letters  from  Paris  mention  that 
Messrs.  Franklin,  Adams,  and  Dana  were  well,  and  that  Mr.  Adams 
was  going  to  Holland. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &tc., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 
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P.  S.  Since  sending  off  a  copy  of  the  preceding  letter,  I  have 
the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  gentleman  expected  by  the  Min- 
ister has  arrived,  and  proves  to  be  Don  Diego  Gardoqui,  who  is 
already  known  by  his  former  correspondence  with  America.  Our 
affairs  are  once  more  in  train  ;  some  bills  have  been  accepted  since 
his  arrival,  but  nothing  certain  has  been  as  yet  determined,  and, 
indeed,  I  fear  the  Court  is  too  much  pressed  for  money  to  do  any 
thing  considerable  for  us  here  in  that  way.  Probably  this  gentleman 
will  be  sent  to  America,  by  whom  we  shall  have  an  opportunity,  I 
hope,  of  conveying  the  final  determination  of  the  Court  with  respect 
to  our  affairs.  The  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  appears  to  be  the 
great,  and  if  we  can  credit  the  assertions  of  men  in  power,  the  sole 
obstacle. 

Mr.  Cumberland  has  been  here,  and  is  expected  again  with  his 
family  in  a  few  days.  I  have  been  informed  that  he  has  offered,  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  to  restore  to  Spain  what  they  lost  by  the 
treaty  of  Pans,  and  has  been  permitted  to  reside  at  this  Court,  in 
expectation  of  being  authorized  to  make  further  concessions,  and, 
indeed,  on  no  other  principle  can  I  account  for  his  residence  here  at 
this  crisis.  I  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  that  repre- 
sentations had  been  made  to  the  Court  of  Portugal,  either  to  shut 
its  ports  against  the  armed  vessels  of  all  nations  at  war,  or  take  a 
part  in  it.  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  above  Court  has 
consented  to  the  first  of  these  propositions,  although  this  is  not  yet 
public.  Another  vessel  has  arrived  at  Nantes  from  Philadelphia, 
by  which  neither  Mr.  Jay  nor  myself  have  received  any  letters. 
The  Russian  fleet,  consisting  of  fifteen  sail-of-the-line  and  four 
frigates,  is  arrived  in  England.  Admiral  Geary  returned  to  Spithead 
the  19th  ultimo.  This  fleet,  it  is  said,  will  soon  be  sent  to  sea, 
although  he  had  upwards  of  two  thousand  sick  when  he  returned  to 
port.  Stocks  fell  considerably  in  England  when  the  news  arrived 
of  the  loss  of  the  convoy  before  mentioned. 

A  fleet  of  seven  sail-of-the-line  sailed  from  Ferrol  the  22d  ultimo 
to  convoy  off  the  coast  a  fleet  of  transports  for  the  French  islands, 
and  probably  to  cruize  to  intercept  the  homeward  and  outward 
bound  fleets  of  the  enemy.  This  circumstance  joined  to  the  late 
loss  of  the  convoy,  has  raised  insurance  prodigiously  in  London. 
The  parliament  does  not  meet  until  the  28th  of  September. 

W.  C. 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  29 

TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

St.  Ildefonso,  September  9tli,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  the  6th  instant,  via 
Cadiz,  Bilboa,  and  France,  informing  you  that  the  person  mentioned 
in  my  letters  of  last  month  as  chosen  by  the  Minister  to  succeed  M. 
Miralles  had  arrived  here,  and  proves  to  be  M.  James  Gardoqui, 
and  that  since  his  arrival  our  affairs  are  once  more  in  train.  I  also 
mentioned  that  the  Ministry  were  negociating  loans  to  answer 
extraordinary  expenses.  I  expected  to  have  been  able  to  send  the 
Committee  a  full  account  of  the  nature  of  these  loans,  as  I  founded 
my  hopes  of  the  Court's  paying  the  bills  drawn  on  Mr.  Jay,  by 
means  of  the  supplies  obtained  in  this  way.  I  am,  therefore,  very 
sorry  to  inform  the  Committee  that  the  success  of  the  most  consid- 
erable has  not  answered  the  expectations  of  the  Ministers,  and  what 
is  worse,  they  impute  its  failure  to  the  interference  of  M.  Necker 
and  others,  influenced  by  that  Minister,  which  has  created  a  soreness 
that  for  the  moment  must  be  disagreeable  to  our  ally,  and  may  be 
disadvantageous  to  us,  unless  more  important  considerations  obviate 
the  ill  effects  to  be  apprehended  from  such  disappointment,  and  the 
personal  disgust  and  resentment  consequent  thereof. 

A  person  with  whom  I  am  well  acquainted  is  the  projector  of  the 
loan  above  mentioned,  and  although  for  near  three  months  I  have 
known  that  such  a  measure  was  in  agitation,  I  was  not  able  to 
discover  the  plan,  it  having  been  preserved  with  great  secrecy  in 
order  to  secure  its  successful  and  complete  operation.  As  this 
measure  is  so  far  important  to  Congress,  as  it  may  influence  the 
conduct  of  the  Court  with  respect  to  money  matters,  and  affect  the 
credit  of  the  nation  in  future,  on  which  all  the  vigor  of  military 
operations  in  a  great  measure  depends,  I  will  endeavor  to  give  the 
outlines  of  the  money  negociation  to  the  Committee,  and  will  forward 
the  plan  and  the  King's  ordinance  thereon  as  soon  as  I  receive 
them. 

The  original  design  of  this  loan  was  to  procure  nine  millions  of 
dollars,  or  thirty-six  millions  of  livres  in  four  months,  and  possibly 
to  enlarge  the  sum  according  to  exigencies.  The  projector  was 
to  receive  ten  per  cent,  for  expenses  and   profit,  which  he  was  at 
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liberty  to  divide  as  he  thought  proper  with  the  original  lenders.  To 
these,  I  think,  he  gave  three,  or  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  the 
use  of  their  money  for  four  months,  which  money  they  were  to  remit 
in  bills  of  exchange  on  Spain,  and  to  redraw  at  the  end  of  four 
months  for  their  principal  and  interest.  The  great  secret  of  the 
operation  is,  that  Government  instead  of  repaying  their  bills  in 
specie,  issues  paper  to  repay  them,  the  credit  of  which  is  guarantied 
by  the  Crown  and  the  different  Chambers  or  Councils  of  the  king- 
dom, viz.,  of  Castile,  &;c.,  he.  This  paper  bears  an  interest  of  four 
per  cent.  A  cedula,  or  royal  ordinance  will  be  published  the  20th 
or  21st  of  this  month,  which  gives  it  currency,  and  inflicts  severe 
penalties  on  any  one  who  refuses  it  as  a  legal  payment.  M.  Necker 
did  not  discover  the  latter  part  of  the  scheme  until  large  suras  had 
been  remitted  from  France,  and  I  suppose,  fearing  that  its  operation 
would  be  con)plete  before  his  representations  of  what  he  thought  its 
evil  tendency  could  be  attended  to  here,  he  immediately  gave  orders 
not  to  receive  the  bills  of  exchange  of  the  houses  concerned  in  this 
measure  at  the  Caisse  Royale  in  France.  Besides,  the  house  of 
Gerardot,  Haller  U  Co.,  one  of  the  most  considerable  in  Europe, 
and  of  which  he  was  once  the  head,  and  his  brother  is  still  a  partner, 
wrote  circular  letters  to  all  parts  of  Europe  discrediting  the  loan. 

The  consequence  has  been,  that  the  persons  in  France  and 
elsewhere,  whose  bills  were  refused  at  the  Caisse  Royale  have  been 
pushed  here  so  hard  by  their  creditors,  that  the  Spanish  Government 
has  been  obliged  to  make  considerable  remittances  to  support  their 
credit,  that  further  advances  of  money  have  been  stopped,  and  that 
bills  of  exchange  on  Spain  have  sold  at  a  loss  of  one  and  one  and  a 
half  per  cent.  This  has  irritated  the  merchants  here,  and  perhaps 
we  may  be  the  innocent  victims.  For  I  am  persuaded  that  Spain, 
without  obtaining  it  by  loans,  has  not  money  in  Europe  to  afford  us 
considerable  aids,  how  great  soever  her  inclination  may  be  to  assist 
us,  and  I  think  the  committee  will  be  of  the  same  opinion,  on 
reading  the  information  I  gave  Mr.  Jay  on  the  subject  of  the 
revenues  of  this  country,  in  consequence  of  his  instructions  to  me  at 
Cadiz. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  the  committee 
that  my  apprehensions  have  been  ill-grounded. 

The  fate  of  our  bills  must  soon  be  determined.     More  than  forty 
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thousand  dollars  have  been  presented,  of  which  the  amount  of  about 
fourteen  thousand  have  been  accepted  by  order  of  the  Minister. 
The  Count  d'Estaing  will  leave  this  in  a  few  days  and  go  to  Cadiz; 
by  the  time  he  can  arrive  at  that  port  the  whole  of  the  combined 
fleet  will  be  assembled ;  thirty-six  sail  are  now  at  Cadiz,  seven  on  a 
cruise,  and  two  of  a  hundred,  and  one  hundred  and  ten  guns  are 
on  their  voyage  from  Brest.  The  Count  will  urge  a  vigorous  and 
decisive  conduct,  and  seems  to  enjoy  the  King's  esteem,  and  the 
good  will  of  most  of  the  Ministers  and  Courtiers. 

The  English  emissary,  Mr.  Cumberland,  is  still  at  Madrid,'  and  is 
permitted  to  receive  from  and  send  couriers  to  London.  The 
conduct  of  the  Court  appears  unaccountable,  and  I  cannot  persuade 
myself  that  it  can  be  agreeable  to  France,  although  the  Count  de 
Montmorin  frequently  assures  me,  that  we  need  not  have  any 
inquietude  on  account  of  ftie  gentleman's  residence.  He  no  doubt, 
however,  endeavors  to  insinuate  many  things  to  our  disadvantage, 
and  makes  propositions  to  alienate  Spain  from  the  alliance  with 
France,  and  from  supporting  the  United  States.  Those  about  him 
are  perpetually  circulating  bad  news  from  America,  and  assert  with 
confidence,  that  several  States  and  many  individuals  in  others,  are 
negociating  to  make  their  peace  with  Great  Britain.  Spain  may 
possibly  be  amusing  his  employers,  as  he  is  employed  to  amuse  the 
Spanish  Ministry. 

The  treaty  for  an  armed  neutrality  was  signed  by  Sweden  the  4th 
of  August ;  Denmark  had  not  signed  it  the  8th  of  the  same  month, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  she  will.  The  English  party  in  Holland 
opposed  and  retarded  it  there  as  long  as  possible,  and  finally  clogged 
it  with  such  conditions  as  they  hope  will  prostrate  the  negociation  ; 
for  instance,  they  propose  to  the  contracting  Powers  to  guaranty  all 
their  possessions  in  Europe,  Asia,  and  America,  but  as  the  States 
have  gone  so  far,  they  will  scarce  recede,  should  this  article  be 
refused  by  the  others.  The  eyes  of  Europe  are  anxiously  turned  to 
America  and  the  West  Indies  ;  the  friends  of  liberty  hope  every 
thing  from  our  union  and  perseverance,  and  the  expectations  of  our 
enemies  are  founded  on  the  reverse.  Neither  Mr.  Jay  nor  myself 
have  received  letters  from  Congress  since  we  left  America,  except 
one  from  the  committee,  enclosing  the  bills  of  exchange,  so  that  we 
are  without  intelligence,  without  money,  or  the  certainty  of  convey- 
ing to  Congress  as  regularly  as  we  wish,  the  information  necessary 
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for  them  to  receive,  which  will  plead  my  apology  with  the  committee 
for  the  repetitions  they  will,  meet  in  this  letter  of  what  several  other 
letters  contain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

P.  S.  The  declaration  of  Portugal,  shutting  their  ports  against 
the  armed  vessels  of  the  nations  at  war,  which  I  mentioned  in  a 
letter  of  the  6th,  has  not  yet  been  made  public.  It  is  supposed  that 
the  present  Parliament  will  be  dissolved  and  a  new  one  called,  while 
the  influence  of  the  present  Ministry  continues  high.  Considering 
the  scarcity  of  cash  in  this  country,  and  the  present  situation  of 
affairs,  perhaps  Congress  will  do  well  to  stop  drawing  on  Mr.  Jay, 
until  they  receive  information  that  their  bills  will  be  paid  punctually. 
There  appears  no  forwardness  in  this  Co|^t  to  enter  into  treaty ;  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  is  the  great  obstacle ;  the  situation  of 
America  will  guide  the  determinations  of  Congress,  and  I  hope  it 
will  be  such  as  to  enable  them  to  preserve  the  rights  of  all  the 
States.  Negociations  will,  probably,  be  set  on  foot  this  winter,  and 
it  is  likely  this  Court  will  be  the  theatre  of  them.  As  Spain  has  as 
yet  taken  no  decided  part  in  our  Revolution,  England  will  rather 
choose  to  apply  to  this  Court,  and  keep  up  the  old  idea  of  restoring 
peace  by  her  mediation  than  that  of  Versailles.  Hints  have  been 
given,  that  it  would  be  more  convenient  for  Spain  to  furnish  the 
States  with  money  in  America  than  here,  but  as  they  seem  to  think 
that  America  has  not  proposed  an  equivalent  for  what  they  demand, 
I  am  afraid  assistance  will  be  given  very  faintly.  ^y   q 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

St.  Ildefonso,  September  25th,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 
I  did  myself  the  honor  of  addressing  you  the  6th  and  9th  instant, 
and  in  the  latter  expressed  an  apprehension  that  Congress  would  not 
receive  the  pecuniary  aid  they  expected  in  this  country.  I  am  now 
sorry  to  inform  you  that  on  the  13th  Mr.  Jay  was  told,  by  order  of 
the  Minister,  that  their  own  exigencies  would  not  permit  the  King 
to  provide  funds  for  the  payment  of  more  of  the  bills  than  had  been 
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already  accepted.  I  make  no  reflections  on  this  event,  and  hope  the 
Committee  will  suspend  theirs  until  Congress  shall  have  received 
from  Mr.  Jay  a  relation  of  all  that  has  passed  here  since  the  month 
of  June  last,  with  the  papers  necessary  to  elucidate  it.  In  a  day  or 
two  after  the  above  information  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  offer  his 
responsibility  to  facilitate  a  loan  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  in  favor  of  the  United  States,  and  to  promise  some  clothing, 
&;c.,  he. 

On  the  23d,  Mr.  Jay  had  a  long  conference  with  the  Count  de 
Florida  Blanca,  the  particulars  of  which  I  immediately  reduced  to 
writing,  as  I  have  done  with  respect  to  others  which  preceded  this, 
copies  of  the  most  material  parts  of  which  Mr.  Jay  will  probably 
forward  to  Congress  with  his  other  despatches.  In  this  conference 
the  Count  spoke  with  much  pleasure  of  a  resolution  of  Congress 
permitting  the  exportation  of  flour  for  the  use  of  the  Spanish  fleets 
and  armies  in  the  West  Indies,  as  also  of  measures  taken  by  them  to 
make  a  diversion  to  the  southward,  to  facilitate  their  operations 
against  Pensacola,  &c.,  he.  He  said  to  Mr.  Jay  that  the  King  had 
directed  him  to  convey  his  thanks  to  Congress  for  those  marks  of 
their  friendly  disposition,  and  gave  the  strongest  assurances  that  his 
Majesty  would  never  consent  to  a  pacification  which  did  not  include 
the  interests  of  America ;  declaring,  at  the  same  time,  that  the 
negociations  for  peace  were  more  remote  than  ever,  although,  as 
he  observed,  the  King  had  been  offered  all  he  could  desire  from 
England  in  order  to  induce  him  to  a  separate  peace.  He  informed 
Mr.  Jay  he  had  received  intelligence  that  Great  Britain  once  more 
proposed  to  send  Commissioners  to  treat  with  Congress  ;  that  this 
measure  was  under  the  consideration  of  the  Privy  Council,  and 
would  probably  be  adopted. 

I  seize  the  earliest  opportunity  of  conveying  to  the  Committee 
thus  much  of  the  conference,  as  most  important  for  Congress  to 
R50W ;  to  which  I  add  that  the  Minister  promised  to  take  immedia.te 
ra.easures  for  putting  it  in  the  power  of  Mr.  Jay  to  evidence  and 
atrail  himself  of  the  responsibility  of  the  King,  and  forwarding  froln 
Cadiz  clothing  for  ten  regiments  for  the  use  of  the  American  army. 
In  the  course  of  this  conference,  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca 
asserted  with  warmth  that  the  King  would  never  relinquish  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the  Ministry  regarded  the  exclusive 
right  to  it  as  the  principal  advantage  Spain  would  obtain  by  the  war. 
Vol.  v.— 3 
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This  being  the  bar  to  the  treaty,  it  seems  not  improbable  that  this 
Court  will  not  be  in  a  hurry  to  treat  with  us,  but  rather  trust  to  her 
interest  in  a  general  Congress  for  peace  to  obtain  her  favorite  objects, 
preserving,  in  the  mean  time,  such  a  line  of  conduct  as  will  enable 
her,  in  some  measure,  to  be  a  mediator  in  it,  with  which  idea  she  has 
been,  and  is,  flattered  by  England. 

Mr.  Cumberland,  whom  I  have  frequently  mentioned  in  former 
letters,  still  remains  at  Madrid.  The  Abbe  Hussey,  his  coadjutor, 
has  just  received  a  passport  to  go  to  Lisbon,  from  whence  he  will 
probably  embark  for  London,  and  return  with  the  ultimatum  of  that 
Court  and  intelligence  for  the  Spanish  Minister ;  for  it  is  not  impro- 
bable he  may  be  a  better  spy  than  negociator.  All  this,  however, 
is  conjecture.  In  all  probability  great  efforts  will  be  made  next 
campaign  in  America,  if  the  war  continues,  as  we  are  told  it  will. 
The  great  objects  of  it  are  in  that  part  of  the  world.  France  is 
engaged  at  all  hazards  to  support  our  independence,  and  will  do  it ; 
and  Spain  is  desirous  of  possessing  the  entire  navigation  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  I  take  the  liberty  of  repeating  these  reflections  to  the 
Committee,  as  they  arise  from  conversations  on  this  subject  with 
persons  in  a  situation  to  be  well  informed. 

The  different  Powers  at  war  will,  however,  find  some  difficulty  to 
procure  money.  England  has  not  completed  her  last  loans.  France  / 
has  begun  to  tax,  and  must  continue  to  do  so  notwithstanding  the 
great  economy  of  their  Minister  of  Finances.  The  last  operations  of 
this  Court  to  procure  money,  of  which  I  gave  the  Committee  a 
sketch  in  my  last  letter,  and  the  state  of  the  revenues,  which  I  gave 
Mr.  Jay  in  my  answer  to  his  instructions,  will  show  them  the  wants 
of  this  country.  The  interference  of  M.  Necker  in  the  operation 
beforementioned,  deprived  this  Court  of  near  two  millions  of  pesos, 
and  greatly  irritated  the  Ministry.  I  hope,  however,  their  resent- 
ments have  subsided.  This  failure  they  give  as  one  reason  for  not 
being  able  to  advance  the  money  we  expected,  to  enable  Mr.  Jay  to 
pay  the  bills  drawn  on  him  by  Congress.  Mr.  Jay  has,  however, 
at  all  hazards,  accepted  those  which  have  been  presented,  and  is 
taking  every  step  in  his  power  to  provide  money  to  pay  them,  as 
also  those  that  may  be  disposed  of  in  America  previous  to  the  advice 
he  has  given  Congress  on  this  head. 

.   The  English  Ministry  are  likely  to  have  a  large  majority  in  the 
new  Parliament,  which  is  generally  the  case  in  time  of  war.     The 
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great  neutral  maritime  Powers  of  Europe  seem  to  regard  the  present 
war  as  an  event  favorable  to  the  augmentation  of  their  commerce, 
and  will  probably  do  so  until  one  or  the  other  of  the  contending 
parties  engaged  in  it  appear  to  have  a  decided  superiority.  Por- 
tugal seems  better  disposed  to  the  allies  than  heretofore.  This 
change  is  probably  the  result  of  fear  more  than  of  affection.  The 
combined  fleet  at  Cadiz  consists  of  forty-three  sail-of-the-line,  besides 
frigates,  &;c.,  he.  The  Count  d'Estaing  commands  the  French 
part  of  the  fleet,  and  the  whole  is  in  readiness  to  put  to  sea. 
During  his  residence  at  this  Court  I  was  frequently  with  him,  and 
he  professes  the  same  ardent  desire  to  serve  us  as  ever. 

I  cannot  forbear  mentioning  to  the  Committee  my  sense  of  the 
friendly  and  polite  conduct  of  the  Count  de  Montmorin  to  me  ever 
since  my  arrival  here,  nor  can  I  conclude  without  remarking  the 
good  effects  that  our  union,  vigor,  and  perseverance  have  had  in 
Europe.  A  continuance  of  these  will  render  us  respectable  to  our 
enemies,  and  of  consequence  to  our  friends. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Madrid,  October  15th,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

My  last  to  the  committee  was  of  the  25th  ultimo,  since  which 
lime  Mr.  Jay  has  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin,  to  whom,  as 
well  as  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  he  wrote  on  the  subject  of  his 
disappointment  in  money  matters  here.  This  letter  has  given  us 
much  pleasure.  The  Court  of  France  continues  to  manifest  the 
same  generous  conduct  towards  us  as  ever,  notwithstanding  its  own 
embarrassments  for  money.  It  has  in  fact  agreed  to  furnish  another 
million  of  livres  to  answer  new  demands  and  old  claims.  Among 
the  former,  Dr.  Franklin  comprised  the  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
drawn  by  the  order  of  Congress  on  Mr.  Jay.  Only  two  bills  of 
that  sum  have  as  yet  been  presented,  and  between  eighty  and  one 
hundred  thousand  of  those  first  drawn,  all  of  which  have  been 
accepted. 

Every  post  augments  the  sum,  and  we  are  still  uncertain  whether 


36  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

money  will  be  procured  in  time  to  pay  them,  particularly  should  the 
bills  for  the  whole  soon  come  to  hand.  The  Minister  apparently 
has  endeavored,  and  is  endeavoring,  to  procure  money  for  this  pur- 
pose. M.  Gardoqui,  who  will  probably  sucr*-  ^-^  M.  Miralles,  and  a 
gentleman  who  planned  the  loan  I  mentioned  ai  my  letter  of  the  9th 
ultimo  are  interesting  themselves  in  this  business.  If  either  of  thc^e 
gentlemen  can  procure  money,  or  if  the  Crowr  .an  obtain  it  by 
other  means,  it  is  probable  that  Mr.  Jay  will  be  furn'  <ed  with  a 
part,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  money  necessary  for  this  u.  But  I 
am  still  afraid  its  ability  will  not  correspond  with  our  wants  and  our 
wishes.  The  Court  has  given  orders  to  enable  Mr.  Harrison,  at 
Cadiz,  to  obtain  and  ship  the  clothing  for  ten  regiments,  mentioned 
in  my  last.  This  gentleman  is  a  native  of  Maryland,  is  well  known 
in  that  State,  and  has  on  this,  as  on  all  occasions,  manifested  a 
disinterested  zeal  in  the  service  of  his  country. 

There  is  no  alteration  in  the  political  state  of  Europe  since  my 
last,  and  no  event  of  consequence  in  the  operations  of  the  wa**  The 
convention  for  the  arm<^  i  neutrality  is  not  finally  concluded j  but  F 
am  told  the  Empress  .'^^  '•>i'.  ^Z  *  '  "termined  to  maintain  the  system 
proposed  by  her.  The"  Stales  oi  lidiland  have  not  yet  acceded  to 
it.  Their  Plenip  ^tentiaries  were  instructed  to  add  some  articles ; 
one  of  which  is  to  procure  the  restitution  of  their  vessels  unlawfully 
captured  by  the  English,  another  to  make  it  a  common  cause,  in 
case  the  Republic  should  be  molested  in  consequence  of  her  acces- 
sion, and  also  that  her  possessions  in  all  parts  of  the  world  should 
be  guarantied  by  the  contracting  parties.  Their  mediation  is  also 
proposed  to  bring  about  an  accommodation  between  the  Powers  at 
war.  These  articles  in  the  instructions  were  inserted  by  the  friends 
of  England  in  order  to  retard,  if  not  defeat,  the  measure  so  far  as  it 
respected  the  States.  It  has  leaked  out  from  the  Court  of  Peters- 
burgh,  perhaps  expressly,  that  the  English  Minister  at  that  Court 
declared  to  the  Empress  that  the  King  was  disposed  to  respect  thfie 
neutrality,  provided  Holland  was  excluded.  This  has  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Plenipotentiaries,  and  it  is  supposed,  on  being 
known  to  the  States,  will  hasten  the  conclusion  of  the  affair,  which 
must  put  an  end  to  the  piratical  rapacity  of  Great  Britain  or  involve 
her  in  new  and  great  difficulties. 

Two  Russian  vessels,  c.  4ured  and  carried  into  England,  have 
been  released,  while  DutCi     essels  with  similar  cargoes  are  con- 
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demned.  The  Court  of  Portugal  has  given  orders  to  equip  several 
vessels-of-war,  and  seems  inclined  at  present  to  preserve  a  strict 
neutrality,  prompted  to  this  more  by  fear  than  inclination.  The 
combined  fleet  is  still  at  -Cadiz ;  it  consists  of  between  forty  and 
fifty  sail-of-the-line,  •  .  1  has  provisions  on  board  for  six  months. 
Tliu  Count  d'Estaing  has  provided  clothing  for  the  winter  for  his 
seamen  and  mP'-Mies,  and  M.  de  Guichen  is  expected  with  much 
impatience"  His  destination  is  a  secret,  but  I  think  he  has  a  strong 
desire  of  .isiting  our  part  of  the  world  once  more.  He  will  not  be 
inactive  if  he  can  avoid  being  so. 

The  committee  will  probably  take  notice  of  an  article  in  the 
foreign  papers  which  mentions  a  revolt  in  Peru.  This,  if  true  and 
serious  as  represented,  would  be  an  event  as  important  as  disagree- 
able. I  have  as  yet  no  reason  to  believe  it  of  the  nature  represented, 
if  true.  The  Ministry  have  taken  no  extraordinary  measures  in 
consequence  of  this  intelligence,  except  the  fitting  out  some  packet 
boats  for  that  part  of  the  world,  which  may  be  done  to  obtain  more 
leguki  advice  than  they  have  had  from  thence  for  some  time  past. 
XI  it  should  appear  that  there  i  v  founc  'tion  for  this  report,  you 
may  depend  on  my  endeavor  /.nest  and  most  accurate 

information  I  can  obtain  with  re  ti?  n;  •;>-  ^auses  and  consequences 
of  such  an  event.  r.L'"/ 

Mr.  Jay  means  to  send  soon'U  -  to  Congress,  to  which 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Committee  lox  3  minute  details  on  the 

subject  of  this  and  my  other  letters  than  I  can  furnish  it,  from  not 
being  in  possession  of  the  various  papers  and  communications  which 
respect  the  mission. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Madrid,  November  28th,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

I  did  myself  the  honor  of  addressing  the  committee  frequently  in 

the  course  of  the  last  month  ;  this  lettc'',  therefore,  can  furnish  little 

besides  a  confirmation  of  what  I  then  believed  to  be  the  disposition 

of  the  Court,  of  the  State  of  Euro       and  of  this  part  of  it  more 
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particularly,  derived  from  the  best  information  in  my  power  to 
obtain. 

I  have  in  a  great  measure  confined  my  inquiries  to  two  objects, 
the  situation  of  the  finances  of  Spain,  and  its  disposition  towards  us 
and  our  ally.  Every  day  gives  me  reason  to  think  the  former  are 
critically  circumstanced.  I  know  from  good  authority  the  ways  and 
means  for  the  next  year  are  not  devised  yet,  and  I  have  great  reason 
to  believe  that  the  necessary  funds  cannot  be  procured  by  taxation, 
because  the  augmentation  of  the  present  year's  taxes  has  not  pro- 
duced what  the  Ministry  expected,  and  neither  the  commerce  nor 
produce  of  Spain  will  permit  further  efforts  in  this  way.  In  short, 
the  current  expenses  of  1780  have  exceeded  the  revenue  twenty-five 
millions  of  dollars,  and,  notwithstanding,  the  arrearages  to  the  public 
creditors  are  considerable. 

The  loan  for  nine  millions  of  dollars,  mentioned  in  my  former 
letters,  is  not  yet  completed,  in  part  owing  to  the  obstacles  thrown 
in  its  way  by  M.  Necker.  The  resentment  of  the  Spanish  Ministry 
which  this  interference  excited  has  not  yet  subsided,  and  I  am 
afraid  the  prejudices  thereby  excited  will  not  soon  be  eradicated, 
although  common  interest  may  stifle  them  apparently  at  present. 
The  mode  of  raising  money  in  the  manner  heretofore  mentioned 
may  become  the  only  plan  practicable,  should  others  now  in  contem- 
plation not  succeed,  and  Spain  may  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
paper,  from  inability  to  procure  money  by  other  methods. 

The  Court  of  Great  Britain  is  well  informed  of  their  situation 
through  Mr.  Cumberland,  their  emissary  here,  who  spends  a  great 
deal  of  money ;  influenced  by  which,  and  other  advices,  the  King 
has,  in  his  speech  to  Parliament,  openly  avowed  his  determination  to 
prosecute  the  war  with  vigor,  and  he  will  be  supported  by  a  great 
majority  in  both  Houses.  From  the  best  information  I  have  been 
able  to  collect,  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  the  nation  will  be  able  to 
borrow  the  sum  demanded  for  the  expenditures  of  1781,  which,  with 
the  usual  vote  of  credit  at  the  end  of  the  session,  will  amount  to 
sixteen  millions  sterling  at  least.  The  scheme  of  the  Ministry  to 
effect  this  is  not  yet  public,  but  I  am  told  it  will  be  on  similar 
conditions  to  those  of  the  present  year.  Ninety-two  thousand  men 
are  voted  for  the  marine,  and  I  have  reason  to  think  a  considerable 
reinforcement  will  be  sent  early  to  the  southward,  and  that  agreeably 
to  a  proposition  of  Sir  J.  Amherst,  the  enemy  means  to  occupy  and 
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fortify  strongly  a  port  near  the  mouth  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  from 
which,  with  a  strong  garrison  and  a  naval  force,  they  hope  to 
interrupt  the  navigation  of  the  Bay,  and,  by  frequent  incursions, 
prevent  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  from  sending  supplies 
of  men,  &;c.,  Sic,  to  the  Carolinas.  Among  the  troops  mentioned 
to  be  embarked  there  are  three  regiments  of  light  dragoons.  Your 
servants  nearer  Great  Britain  will  give  you  more  accurate  inform- 
ation. 

I  am  persuaded  that  our  ally  will  take  early  measures  for  defeating 
these  designs.  This  latter  information  is  derived  indirectly  from 
conversations  with  men  in  a  situation  to  be  well  informed.  The 
disposition  of  this  Court  depends  much  on  its  hopes  of  obtaining  the 
objects  for  which  it  commenced  the  war,  and  I  should  not  merit  the 
confidence  reposed  in  me  if  I  did  not  tell  you  plainly,  that  I  believe 
that  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  is  the  favorite 
object,  and  that,  if  they  cannot  obtain  it  by  a  connexion  with  the 
United  States,  they  will  endeavor  to  procure  it  by  a  general,  if  not 
by  a  separate  peace,  to  which  the  King's  good  faith  is,  perhaps,  at 
present  the  greatest  obstacle.  The  Congress  know  best  the  situation 
of  their  affairs,  and  I  hope  it  may  be  such  as  to  enable  them  to 
preserve  the  rights  of  all  the  States. 

As  I  have  frequent  occasions  of  seeing  the  foreign  Ministers  here, 
and  their  Secretaries,  I  am  too  often  obliged  to  remark  their  partiality 
for  Great  Britain,  and  jealousy  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  particularly 
those  of  Russia,  Vienna,  Sardinia,  Portugal,  and  Holland.  Some 
of  these,  in  my  opinion,  are  the  best  spies  England  employs  here. 
Jealousy  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  compassion  and  admi- 
ration, begin  to  take  the  place  of  envy  and  interest.  The  transition 
from  these  to  friendship  and  support  is  not  difficult,  if  their  masters 
do  not  differ  in  sentiments  from  their  servants.  Our  perseverance, 
vigor,  and  exertions  occasion  a  hesitation  with  respect  to  the  event 
of  the  war,  v/hich  augments  or  diminishes  in  proportion  to  their  ideas 
of  the  intentions  of  this  Court,  which  leads  me  to  think  it  probable, 
that  if  Spain  would  enter  into  positive  engagements  with  the  United 
States,  the  hopes  of  the  enemy  to  divide  the  allies  would  be  at  an 
end  ;  the  neutral  Powers  would  think  our  independence  certain,  and 
would  endeavor  to  terminate  the  war,  while  Great  Britain  is  in  such 
a  situation  as  to  be  able  to  preserve  her  other  possessions. 
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Should  the  situation  of  affairs  in  America  be  in  a  worse  situation 
than  I  hope  they  are,  and  should  the  Congress  judge  it  necessary  for 
their  establishment  to  make  further  advances  and  sacrifices,  permit 
me  to  take  the  liberty  of  observing,  that  these  offers  should  be 
accompanied  with  a  proviso  of  this  Court's  avowing  the  independ- 
ence of  the  States  immediately,  otherwise  the  offers  should  be 
considered  as  null,  and  no  pretensions  formed  thereon  in  a  treaty 
for  a  general  peace.  At  the  same  time,  it  might  suit  the  States  to 
procure  a  sum  in  specie  from  the  Spanish  settlements  in  America, 
and  to  obtain  certain  advantages  of  preference  in  the  admission  of 
the  produce  of  their  fisheries  into  the  ports  of  Spain.  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  write  you  fully  and  freely  the  sentiments  which  arise  from 
the  opportunity  of  information  you  have  given  me,  and  should  be 
happy  to  give  you  such  as  would  be  more  acceptable  to  you,  and 
more  conformable  to  my  wishes. 

Mr.  Jay  has  received  and  accepted  your  bills  to  the  amount  of 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  I  hope  will  be  enabled  to  pay  them  ; 
but  this  business  has  thwarted  the  other  part  of  his  mission  here,  in 
showing  our  necessities  so  plainly ;  for  this  Court  seems  to  expect 
equivalents  for  services  rendered,  and  the  interest  of  money  advanced 
to  us  is  not  its  object.  This  leads  me  to  repeat  what  I  mentioned  in 
a  former  letter,  of  the  King's  satisfaction  for  a  resolution  of  Congress 
permitting  the  exportation  of  flour  to  the  Havana,  and  that  every 
similar  manifestation  of  amity  will  much  contribute  to  counteract  the 
intrigues  of  the  enemy  here.  The  Minister  of  the  Indies  lately 
assured  me  that  his  Majesty  had  directed  him  to  return  thanks, 
through  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  for  the  respect  shown  at  the 
interment  of  M.  Miralles. 

Having  mentioned  this  gentleman,  I  am  induced  to  speak  of  his 
intended  successor,  M.  Gardoqui,  who  has  now  been  named  near  five 
months,  yet  is  still  here.  This  detention  is  one  reason,  among  many 
others,  which  makes  me  fear  the  Court  has  not  taken  a  decisive  part 
for  the  next  year,  although  the  last  declarations  of  the  Minister  on 
this  subject  were  clear  and  positive.  I  have  purposely  omitted 
speaking  of  the  operations  of  the  war  in  Europe,  and  other  articles 
of  intelligence,  in  order  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  you  the  latest 
I  have  received.  I  hear  from  England  that  Mr.  Laurens  is  closely 
confined,  and  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  State.     The  Committee  may 
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be  persuaded  that  retaliation  on  some  of  the  English  prisoners  of 
consequence  will  be  regarded  in  Europe  as  a  proof  of  the  confidence 
of  Congress  in  the  support  of  the  people. 

A  copy  of  the  proposed  treaty  with  the  States  of  Holland  was 
taken  among  the  papers  of  Mr.  Laurens,  and  sent  by  the  British 
Ministry  to  the  Stadtholder,  who  endeavored  to  criminate  the 
Pensionary  of  Amsterdam,  and  those  concerned  with  him,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  discovery.  He  is,  however,  supported  by  the 
Regency,  and  this  step  of  the  Stadtholder  not  having  the  effect 
intended,  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  has  presented  a  violent  and  menacing 
memorial  to  the  States,  demanding  the  punishment  of  the  Pensionary 
and  his  accomplices.*  I  am  advised  that  this  memorial  has  irritated 
in  place  of  intimidating,  and  that  since  four  of  the  seven  States  have 
agreed  to  accede  to  the  armed  neutrality ;  the  persons  attacked  by 
the  British  Court  have  no  apprehensions,  and,  possibly,  the  capture 
of  these  papers  may  eventually  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  United 
States  by  precipitating  the  conduct  of  England,  and  obliging  the 
States  to  take  a  part  contrary  to  their  dispositions,  and  perhaps  to 
the  interest  of  one  or  other  nation.  The  situation  of  M.  Dumas  is 
rendered  more  critical  by  this  circumstance,  and  it  would  be  injustice 
to  him  not  to  mention  that  he  is  indefatigable  to  contribute  to  our 
information  by  his  correspondence,  and  by  his  frequent  publications 
to  represent  our  situation  in  the  most  favorable  point  of  view. 

Mr.  Jay  will  transmit  Congress  a  full  state  of  our  affairs  here,  with 
all  the  papers  necessary  to  elucidate  it.  I  have  seen  but  one  letter 
from  Congress  since  my  residence  in  Spain,  from  which  I  conjecture 
Mr.  Jay  has  received  but  one.  He  informs  me  he  has  written 
Congress  that  it  has  not  been  my  fault  that  all  copies  of  letters  for 
their  inspection  did  not  appear  with  my  signature.  In  the  month  of 
May  I  answered  in  writing  the  instructions  he  gave  me  at  Cadiz,  as 
I  did  viva  voce  at  Aranjues  in  April,  before  he  entered  Madrid.  I 
should  not  mention  this  circumstance  to  the  Committee  if  I  did  not 
know  that  copies  of  these  instructions  had  been  forwarded  to  Con- 
gress, and  only  abstracts  of  the  most  important  part  of  my  answer 
sent  them ;  I  will  take  the  liberty,  therefore,  of  sending  by  the  first 
safe  opportunity  the  whole  of  my  answer,  from  no  other  motive  than 


See  all  the  above  papers  in  the  Annual  Register  for  1780,  pp.  356-380. 
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that  of  evincing  my  desire  to  comply  in  every  point  with  the  duties 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

P.  S.  December  8th. — The  Count  d'Estaing  sailed  the  7th  ultimo 
from  Cadiz,  and  as  yet  we  have  no  news  of  his  arrival  in  France. 
Mr.  Cumberland  is  still  here,  and  waits  an  answer  to  despatches  sent 
by  the  Abbe  Hussey  to  England,  which  is  daily  expected.  Mr.  Jay 
has  received  a  letter  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes  that  France 
cannot  provide  for  the  payment  of  your  bills  here ;  but  I  always 
hope  the  credit  of  America  must  not  be  ruined  for  want  of  £100,000 
sterling,  although,  personally,  your  servants  have  not  money  to  pay 
their  debts.  ^  p. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Madrid,  December  19th,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

I  wrote  to  the  Committee  the  20th  ultimo,  to  which  letter  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  them.  Having  now  an  opportunity  of  writing  by  a 
vessel  which  conveys  a  copy  of  my  last,  I  seize  it  to  inform  them 
that  the  situation  of  our  affairs  here  is  much  the  same  as  at  that 
period.  Mr.  Jay  has  received  near  eighteen  thousand  dollars  to  pay 
the  bills  first  accepted,  and  this,  with  the  twenty-five  thousand 
expected  from  France,  will  give  us  a  respite  until  the  month  of 
March.  In  the  interval,  I  hope  the  Court  will  enable  Mr.  Jay  to 
answer  the  others  as  they  become  due,  though  this  will  depend  much 
on  the  facility  it  finds  to  procure  money.  I  have  reason  to  think 
that  the  Ministry  expect  some  treasure  from  America ;  that  they 
hope  to  negociate  in  Holland  a  loan  of  forty  millions  of  reals,  and 
another,  at  home  and  abroad,  for  eight  millions  of  dollars.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  see  these  expectations  realized. 

The  States  of  Holland  have  acceded  to  the  armed  neutrality; 
notwithstanding  this,  the  English  contrive  to  take  their  ships  every 
day,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  orders  have  been  given  to  attack 
their  possessions  in  the  East  Indies.  No  satisfaction  has  as  yet  been 
given  by  the  States  in  answer  to  the  memorial  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke, 
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mentioned  in  my  last.  The  Dutch  Minister  and  his  Secretary  have 
each  told  me  that  it  would  be  considered  as  words,  and  answered  as 
such. 

The  Empress  Queen  is  dead,  which  leaves  the  Emperor  to  act  at 
full  liberty.  He  is  said  to  be  ambitious  and  revengeful,  and  well 
disposed  to  Great  Britain.  I  know  that  his  Envoy  at  this  Court  is 
strongly  attached  to  the  interests  of  that  country;  but  his  father,  the 
Prince  de  Kaunitz,  was  too  long  the  favorite  of  the  mother  to  expect 
to  hold  the  same  influence  with  the  son.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
ensuing  campaign  will  pass  before  the  Emperor  can  be  in  a  situation 
to  embroil  the  affairs  of  Europe. 

The  Count  d'Estaing,  who  sailed  from  Cadiz  the  7th  ultimo,  was 
not  arrived  in  France  at  the  departure  of  the  last  courier.  This  is 
an  unlucky  circumstance,  as  it  will  retard  the  operations  of  the 
ensuing  year.  Mr.  Cumberland  is  still  here,  and  entertains  hopes  of 
success,  or  affects  to  do  so.  The  Count  de  Montmorin  seems  to 
have  no  apprehensions,  and  while  that  is  the  case  I  flatter  myself 
that  we  need  not  be  uneasy  at  a  circumstance  which  in  itself  is  very 
extraordinary.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  M.  Gardoqui  will 
leave  Spain  until  all  hopes  of  negociation  cease.  We  have  no 
advices,  or  indeed  arrivals,  since  the  departure  of  the  frigate  which 
brought  the  son  of  M.  Rochambeau  to  France.  Many  of  the  letters 
taken  with  Mr.  Laurens  have  been  published  in  England.  I  take 
the  liberty  of  reminding  the  Committee  that  I  have  never  had  the 
honor  as  yet  to  receive  their  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,      WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Madrid,  January  4th,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

I  wrote  you  the  24th  ultimo,*  since  which  I  am  advised  that  the 

Abbe  Hussey  is  on  his  way  from  Lisbon   to  this  capital,  as   is 

supposed  with  further  propositions  on  the  part  of  England.     I  think 

they  will  be  as  fruitless  as  the  former.     I  have  the  pleasure  of 

*  Missing. 
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informing  you  that  on  the  19th  ultimo  Great  Britain  declared  war  in 
form  against  Holland.  A  courier  brought  the  news  this  morning, 
which  has  given  great  pleasure  to  the  Court,  if  one  may  be  allowed 
to  judge  from  appearances.  Expresses  were  immediately  despatched 
by  the  Ministry  to  the  sea-ports,  to  advise  the  Dutch  consuls  of  this 
event,  and  to  offer  the  protection  of  convoys,  &;c.,  Sec. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  Empress  of  Russia  will  resent  this  declara- 
tion of  England,  as  it  is  posterior  to  the  notification  of  the  accession 
of  the  Republic  to  the  armed  neutrality,  which  is  the  real,  though 
not  the  alleged  cause  of  the  war ;  for  I  make  no  doubt  events  will 
discover  that  this  measure  was  resolved  the  instant  the  English 
Ministry  knew  that  the  accession  of  the  States  to  that  treaty  was 
inevitable.  I  shall  take  care  to  give  you  minute  and  regular  advice 
of  the  consequences  likely  to  result  from  this  event ;  mean  time, 
permit  me  to  felicitate  you  on  the  acquisition  of  new  friends. 

The  English  fleet  returned  to  Portsmouth  in  a  bad  condition 
without  having  made  any  attempt  against  that  of  Count  d'Estaing, 
of  which  they  were  thrice  in  view.  The  French  fleet  was  not 
arrived  when  the  courier  who  brought  the  agreeable  intelligence 
beforementioned  left  France.  This  Court  expects  to  obtain  the 
sums  necessary  for  the  expenses  of  the  year.  I  hope  to  transmit 
the  plan  of  the  proposed  loan  in  my  next  letters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sic, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

P.  S.  Lest  my  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo  should  miscarry,  I  repeat 
that  the  Court  has  engaged  to  supply  Mr.  Jay  with  three  millions 
of  reals,  in  addition  to  eighteen  thousand  dollars  already  furnished, 
which  with  the  twenty-five  thousand  promised  by  France,  will  nearly 
pay  the  bills  already  presented,  and  1  hope  ways  and  means  will  be 
found  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  residue  drawn  and  sold 
before  reception  of  Mr.  Jay's  letters  of  advice.  ^   q 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Madrid,  January  29th,  178L 
Gentlemen, 
My   last   advised    the   Committee  of  the    declaration    of  Great 
Britain  against  Holland ;  the  capture  of  a  great  number  of  prizes  in 
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consequence  of  this  unexpected  attack  encourages  the  former,  and 
has  greatly  irritated  the  latter.  The  States,  Zealand  excepted, 
seem  disposed  to  act  with  vigor  against  the  common  enemy.  If 
they  persevere,  they  may  finally  disappoint  their  rapacious  projects. 
They  depend  on  the  interference  of  Russia,  and  I  believe  with 
reason,  although  a  day  or  two  ago  the  Count  de  Kaunitz,  the  Impe- 
rial Ambassador  here,  offered  his  master's  mediation,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Empress  of  Russia,  to  terminate  the  differences  subsisting 
between  the  belligerent  Powers.  No  answer  to  this  offer  has  yet 
been  given.  The  Minister  from  Russia  has  not  yet  received  the 
orders  of  his  Court  thereon. 

The  offer  is  rather  ill  timed,  and  I  have  reason  to  think  it  not 
very  agreeable  to  the  Courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid,  which  will 
act  with  entire  union  on  this  occasion,  and  as  long  as  the  present 
King  of  Spain  lives,  it  is  probable  that  this  good  understanding  will 
continue  on  the  whole  Continent,  although  there  are  some  here,  I 
believe,  who  would  wish  to  see  it  interrupted.  While  it  subsists 
Spain  will  not  abandon  our  interests,  though  it  may  not  support 
them  with  such  good  will  as  they  would  have  been  induced  to  do 
by  the  obligations  of  previous  engagements  with  the  United  States. 
It  is  not  likely  that  these  will  soon  take  place,  notwithstanding  the 
appearance  of  good  will  and  repeated  assurances  which  Mr.  Jay  has 
received  of  his  Majesty's  favorable  disposition.  Nor  will  the  late 
change  of  measures  adopted  by  Congress  effect  this,  if  I  am  not 
misinformed.  I  have  not  seen  these  resolutions  in  full,  nor  do  I 
know  that  Mr.  Jay  has  received  them,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  Court  has  a  knowledge  of  them,  either  by  intercepted  letters 
or  by  a  direct  communication  from  America.  In  short,  I  repeat  to 
the  Committee  what  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  remarking  before, 
that  it  was  probably  the  policy  of  this  Court  to  leave  the  adjustment 
of  their  claims  to  be  settled  at  the  general  negociation  of  a  treaty 
of  peace,  and  to  reserve  to  themselves  the  liberty  of  acting  then 
according  to  circumstances,  unless  they  can  previously  secure  fn 
their  own  manner  their  favorite  objects.  This  accords  with  tlte 
conduct  they  have  hitherto  observed,  and  with  maxims  of  policy 
long  adopted  and  persevered  in  by  this  Court. 

In  the  meantime,  they  show  a  decided  disposition  to  continue  the 
war.  They  expect  some  treasure  from  America.  They  are  likely 
to  procure  eight  millions  of  dollars  on  loan,  and  have  propositions 
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from  other  quarters.  The  taxes  have  heen  augmented  this  year,  the 
produce  of  the  last  having,  as  I  have  been  told,  fallen  short  of  the 
expectations  of  the  Ministry.  They  have  thirty-six  sail-of-the-line 
under  sailing  orders  at  Cadiz,  which  fleet  will  probably  cruise  to 
meet  the  treasure  ships  expected,  and  to  intercept  the  succors 
destined  to  Gibraltar.  They  have  ordered  a  press  throughout  the 
kingdom  to  fill  up  their  regiments.  The  ships  with  the  treasure 
were  to  sail  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  Havana  the  11th  of  October. 
The  Court  seems  apprehensive  of  the  Emperor's  intentions,  and 
cultivates  the  friendship  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  for  which  purpose 
it  is  about  to  send  a  Minister  to  Berlin,  where  they  have  had  none 
for  many  years  past.  This  matter  is  not  yet  public,  and  will 
undoubtedly  chagrin  the  Court  of  Vienna. 

Mr.  Jay  has  been  promised  a  part  of  the  three  millions  of  reals 
mentioned  in  my  former  letters,  to  enable  him  to  discharge  the  bills 
which  become  due  the  ensuing  month,  and  I  suppose  will  receive 
the  whole  as  the  bills  become  payable,  until  the  sum  is  exhausted, 
before  which  time  funds  must  be  provided  for  such  as  have  since 
been  presented,  or  may  hereafter  come  to  hand.  It  is  with  pain  I 
have  lately  entered  to  the  amount  of  between  thirty  or  forty  thousand 
dollars,  at  three  months'  sight,  as  there  is  yet  no  certainty  of  their 
being  paid,  yet  I  flatter  myself  that  the  Court,  with  the  good  dispo- 
sition it  appears  to  have,  will  not  suffer  our  credit  to  be  ruined,  after 
what  it  has  done  and  promised  to  do  to  preserve  it. 

M.  Gardoqui,  so  often  mentioned,  will  embark  in  six  weeks  or 
two  months.  Mr.  Cumberland  is  still  here,  inspiring  all  the  distrust 
and  jealousy  in  his  power  to  prejudice  our  affairs.  I  hope,  however, 
he  will  soon  be  dismissed.  Vigorous  preparations  are  making  in 
France,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  the  Count  d'Estaing  will  once 
more  visit  our  coasts  in  force.  I  believe  he  desires  it,  and  I  am  told 
he  is  on  good  terms  with  the  new  Minister  of  Marine.  The  Count 
de  Vergennes  was  in  a  bad  state  of  health  by  the  last  advices  from 
Paris,  but  for  information  from  that  quarter,  I  refer  the  Committee 
to  letters  I  suppose  Congress  will  receive  from  Dr.  Franklin.  It  is 
with  hesitation  I  venture  to  give  my  sentiments,  and  if  I  should  be 
deceived,  it  is  not  for  want  of  pains,  but  of  opportunity  of  obtaining 
more  accurate  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 
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TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Madrid,  February  22d,  1781. 
Gentlemen, 

My  last  was  of  the  29th  ultimo,  since  which  I  have  deferred 
writing  in  hopes  of  having  it  in  my  power  to  give  the  Committee 
more  distinct  information  of  the  actual  situation  of  affairs  in  Europe 
at  this  important  crisis,  when  its  attention  is  turned  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Empress  of  Russia  and  the  armed  neutrality,  and  to  that  of 
the  Emperor,  who,  notwithstanding  the  offer  of  mediation,  I  had  the 
honor  to  mention  in  my  last  is,  as  I  am  informed,  regarded  with  a 
jealous  and  suspicious  eye.  But  the  vessels,  which  take  on  board 
part  of  the  clothing  of  which  I  advised  you  at  the  time,  and  since  it 
was  promised,  being  about  to  sail,  I  seize  the  present  occasion  of 
writing  lest  another  from  the  ports  of  this  kingdom  should  not  soon 
present  itself. 

Our  affairs  here  are  in  much  the  same  state  as  when  I  last  wrote 
the  Committee.  No  further  progress  has  been  made  in  the  neg&cia- 
tion.  Mr.  Jay  has  received  various  letters  and  papers  from  Congress, 
dated  in  October.  This  day  he  has  obtained  an  order  for  thirty- 
two  thousand  dollars,  to  pay  for  part  of  the  clothing  to  be  shipped 
at  Cadiz,  of  which  he  has  not  yet  received  the  invoices,  and  to 
discharge  the  bills  due  this  month.  The  Minister  promises  to  furnish 
the  whole  of  the  three  millions  of  reals  mentioned  in  former  letters, 
and  to  contribute  to  our  further  relief  as  far  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
State  will  permit  him.  These,  I  have  reason  to  think,  are  urgent 
and  great,  and  that  the  funds  arising  from  the  revenues  and  loans 
are,  for  the  most  part,  appropriated  before  they  are  received. 

I  am  not  informed  that  any  positive  answer  has  been  given  yet  to 
the  Emperor's  offer  of  mediation.  It  is  ill-timed,  and  I  believe,  in 
reality,  is  not  well  taken.  I  know  that  this  Court  is  about  to  send  a 
Minister  to  Berlin,  where  they  have  had  none  for  a  long  time.  The 
circumstances  of  such  an  appointment,  at  this  juncture,  seem  to 
imply  apprehensions  of  the  Emperor's  intentions.  I  enclose  two 
extracts  of  letters  sent  to  me  by  M.  Dumas,  which  contain  intelli- 
gence that  indicates  the  intentions  ^f  the  Empress  of  Russia.  The 
first  letter  I  know  to  be  genuine,  for  I  saw  the  substance  of  it  here 
in  good  hands  before  I  received  M.  Dumas's  letter.  If  the  Empress 
does  not  openly  declare  against  England,  she  will,  at  all  events, 
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protect  the  Dutch  commerce,  and  this  must  terminate  speedily  in 
open  hostilities.  I  have  observed  of  late  a  change  of  conduct  in  the 
Russian  Ambassador  at  this  Court,  whom  I  have  an  opportunity  of 
meeting  frequently  in  company  ;  from  being  cold  and  distant,  he  is 
complaisant  and  affable.  I  also  find  him  very  attentive  to  the  French 
Ambassador. 

Portugal  has  been  much  pressed  by  Russia  to  accede  to  the  treaty 
of  the  armed  neutrality,  but  the  English  party  at  this  Court  is  too 
strong  to  expect  success  from  these  applications.  The  attachment 
of  this  King  to  his  deceased  sister,  and  at  present  to  his  niece,  the 
Queen  of  Portugal,  will  prevent  any  violent  measures  being  taken 
by  our  ally  or  Spain  to  force  that  nation  to  adopt  other  measures. 
The  republican  party  in  Holland  are  in  good  spirits.  Zealand  has 
dropped  the  opposition  it  made  to  hostile  measures,  so  that  at  present 
there  is  an  unanimity  in  the  States  on  that  interesting  point. 

The  troops  for  America  were  embarked,  or  embarking,  the  last  of 
the  past  month.  They  consist  of  three  or  four  thousand  men, 
(recruits  included,)  and  of  Fullarton's  and  another  ragged  regiment, 
to  use  the  words  of  Mr.  Edmund  Jennings,  who  gives  this  informa- 
tion. The  greater  part  of  these,  it  is  supposed,  are  destined  to  the 
East  Indies,  and  Commodore  Johnson  is  named  by  the  public  to 
command  an  expedition,  which  is  to  attack  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
on  its  passage.  The  Ministry  in  England  is  the  same.  They  have 
a  great  majority  in  Parliament.  The  Protestant  associations  begin 
to  stir  a  little.  Lord  G.  Gordon  is  acquitted.  Stocks  have  fallen 
considerably  since  the  Dutch  war,  not  less  than  two  and  a  half  or 
three  per  cent.  The  subscriptions  for  the  loans  of  the  present  year, 
it  is  generally  believed,  will  be  paid  in  slowly.  Our  ally  pushes  the 
preparations  for  the  present  campaign  vigorously,  but  on  the  14th 
instant  the  commander  was  not  named  for  the  fleet,  which  is  to  sail 
n^Xt  month  for  the  American  seas,  and  which  I  am  told,  will  consist 
of  twenty-five  sail-of-the-line.  I  have  no  exact  account  of  the 
number  of  troops  to  be  embarked,  but  the  lowest  computation  makes 
them  consist  of  seven  thousand  men.  The  Count  de  Maurepas  was 
ill  by  the  last  advices  from  Paris. 

The  Spanish  squadron  of  thirty  sail-of-the-line  is  at  sea  ;  that  of 
England  it  is  supposed  will  sail  about  this  period  of  time.  Mr. 
Cumberland  gives  out  that  he  has  demanded  a  passport  of  the 
Court,  but  that  he  is  told  to  have  patience.     I  hope,  however,  he 
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will  not  Stay  here  long.  M.  Gardoqui  will,  probably,  embark  in  all 
next  month  or  the  beginning  of  April.  I  beg  the  Committee  to 
consider  the  intelligence  I  give  them  from  time  to  time,  particularly 
that  from  other  countries,  as  the  latest  and  most  authentic  I  can 
procure,  but  for  the  truth  of  which  I  cannot  vouch. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Madrid,  March  4tli,  1781. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  received  the  enclosed  letters  from  M.  Dumas  since  my  last 
of  the  22d  ultimo,  copies  of  which  I  sent  to  Cadiz,  to  be  forwarded 
in  the  vessels  that  take  from  thence  part  of  the  clothing  mentioned 
in  my  former  letters.  The  remainder  will,  I  hope,  soon  be  embarked 
on  board  of  other  vessels  lately  arrived  in  that  port  from  America. 
As  soon  as  Mr.  Jay  receives  the  invoices,  I  will  transmit  copies 
thereof  to  the  committee.  I  also  enclose  the  last  accurate  state  of 
the  British  sea  force  in  Europe.  The  squadron  supposed  to  be 
destined  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar  sailed  the  18th  ultimo.  The 
Spanish  fleet,  of  nearly  thirty  sail-of-the-line,  is  now  at  sea  to 
impede  their  operations,  so  that  important  advices  are  daily  expected 
from  the  coast.  The  exact  number  of  the  English  squadron  is  not 
known.  Count  de  Grasse  is  finally  chosen  to  command  the  Brest 
squadron  for  the  American  seas,  and  is  by  this  time  nearly  ready  to 
sail. 

Our  affairs  are  in  much  the  same  situation  as  heretofore.  It  is  not 
yet  known  here  what  part  the  Empress  of  Russia  will  take,  although 
it  is  generally  believed  it  cannot  be  but  unfavorable  to  Great  Britain. 
Mr.  Cumberland  is  still  here.  Mr.  Gardoqui  will  embark  the  last 
of  this  or  first  of  next  month.  I  make  no  doubt,  before  his  depart- 
ure, Mr.  Jay  will  know  the  character  by  which  he  is  to  announce 
him  to  Congress.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  he  will  not  have 
formal  credentials  from  the  Court,  for  otherwise,  notwithstanding  the 
information  given  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Jay's  conference  relative  to 
him  with  the  Minister,  I  suppose  Congress  can  only  regard  him  as 
an  individual. 
Vol.  v.— 4 
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A  late  publication  in  the  Courier  de  VEurope,  extracted  from 
Rivington's  Gazette,  asserting  a  mutiny  of  a  considerable  number  of 
continental  troops  in  the  beginning  of  January,  made  considerable 
impression  here,  which  happily  we  have  had  it  in  our  power  to 
remove  by  some  arrivals  from  the  northward.  Considerable  appre- 
hensions and  jealousies  are  entertained  of  the  views  of  the  States  of 
forming  powerful  establishments  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  in 
consequence  of  some  publications  in  our  papers,  and  other  advices 
received  by  the  Court,  which  has  much  better  and  more  regular 
intelligence  of  our  affairs  than  Mr.  Jay.  This  must  be  the  case  as 
long  as  the  letters  of  Congress  are  confided  to  the  common  post  in 
France  and  in  this  country.  The  difference  of  expense  could  not  be 
so  considerable  to  the  public  as  might  be  conceived,  and  the  advan- 
tages are  important.  I  am  persuaded  the  Ministers  of  the  above 
named  nations  receive  more  information  from  the  letters  written  to  the 
public  servants  of  Congress  in  Europe  than  from  those  they  employ 
in  America.  All  the  couriers  of  the  Empress  of  Russia  are  officers 
of  her  army.  We  have  at  present,  I  presume,  many  young  men  on 
half  pay,  in  consequence  of  the  late  arrangements  of  our  army,  who 
would  be  happy  to  make  these  voyages  in  the  public  packets,  who 
might  be  limited  or  brought  to  strict  account  for  their  expenses,  and 
receive  instructions  from  the  committee  to  answer  public  purposes, 
and  be  promoted  or  disgraced  according  to  their  execution  of  them. 
I  beg  the  Committee  will  impute  these  suggestions  to  the  true 
motive,  a  regard  to  the  public  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Madrid,  March  11th,  1781. 
Gentlemen, 
Since  my  last  of  the  4th  instant,  I  know  of  a  certainty  that  Mr. 
Cumberland,  so  often  mentioned  in  former  letters,  will  soon  leave 
this  kingdom,  and  pursue  his  voyage  to  England  by  way  of  France. 
His  departure  would  indicate  that  all  negociations  for  an  accom- 
modation were  at  an  end,  if  there  was  not  reason  to  believe  that 
conferences  on  that  subject  are  likely  to  take  place  in  consequence 
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of  the  offer  of  mediation  made  to  the  belligerent  Powers  by  the 
Emperor.  As  I  have  not  the  last  mentioned  intelligence  from  our 
friends,  I  give  it  with  hesitation  and  not  as  certain.  In  a  little  time 
I  hope  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  fuller  information  to  the 
Committee  on  this  subject. 

The  Count  de  Grasse  left  Paris  the  end  of  February,  to  take 
the  command  of  the  fleet  for  the  American  seas.  I  am  afraid  this 
fleet,  or  even  a  part  of  it,  will  not  appear  on  our  coasts  until  the 
month  of  July.  I  form  my  conjectures,  however,  from  very  minute 
circumstances,  and  may  perhaps  be  deceived.  The  English  grand 
fleet  has  not  yet  made  its  appearance.  A  very  numerous  convoy  of 
provision  vessels,  &c.,  Sic,  sail  with  it  for  the  East  and  West  Indies 
and  for  America.  Mr.  Adams  has  opened  a  loan  in  Holland  for  one 
million  of  florins,  of  which  we  shall  soon  know  the  probable  success. 
I  sen3  enclosed  the  plan  of  the  loan  in  the  first  copy  of  this  letter, 
but  finding  it  published  in  the  Dutch  and  foreign  papers,  I  suppose 
the  Committee  will  receive  it  before  this  can  reach  them.  The 
mutiny  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  has  had  a  bad  effect  in  Europe,  and 
our  enemies  have  been  indefatigable  to  represent  it  in  the  worst 
colors.  I  hope  Congress  has  been  able  to  pacify  the  discontented, 
and  that  as  they  have  hitherto  done,  they  will  still  overcome  all 
obstacles  to  the  freedom,  tranquillity,  and  importance  of  the  United 
States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Aranjues,  May  25th,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 
Since  my  last  of  the  16th  instant,  the  French  Ambassador  has 
received  the  agreeable  intelligence  that  M.  de  ia  Motte  Piquet  fell 
in  with  the  St.  Eustatia  fleet,  consisting  of  thirty-four  sail,  of  which 
he  captured  twenty-four,  their  escort,  two  seventy-four  gun  ships, 
and  two  frigates,  having  escaped  by  their  superior  swiftness  ;  four 
other  vessels  of  the  same  fleet  I  hear  are  taken.  The  captain  of  a 
packet  boat,  arrived  at  Corunna  from  Newport,  says  that  he  was 
chased  in  the  latitude  of  the  Azores  by  the  English  fleet,  which 
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consisted  of  eighteen  sail-of-the-line.    The  Spanish  squadron  has  not 
been  heard  of  since  it  sailed. 

Thirty-six  transports,  of  two  hundred,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
tons,  are  taken  up  at  Cadiz  on  Government  account,  and  provisions 
for  eight  thousand  men  for  four  months  are  ordered.  The  destination 
of  the  armament  is  a  secret,  but  there  is  reason  to  think  it  is  either 
intended  for  the  West  Indies  or  for  their  own  settlements  in  Peru. 
If  for  the  former,  it  will  hardly  commence  its  operations  before  the 
month  of  November,  when  the  Count  de  Grasse  will  be  able  to  join 
it,  after  his  return  from  our  coasts. 

Many  bills,  drawn  by  Congress  last  year,  have  already  been 
presented  and  accepted  by  Mr.  Jay  ;  the  funds  are  not  yet  provided 
for  their  payment,  but  I  hope  the  advices  lately  received  from 
Congress  will  produce  a  change  of  conduct  in  this  Court.  I  allude 
to  a  letter  from  the  Committee,  which  came  in  the  Virginia  to  Cadiz. 
I  am  persuaded  the  Minister  was  informed  of  its  contents  before  it 
reached  Mr.  Jay,  for  the  packets  were  stopped  at  Cadiz,  and  bore 
evident  marks  of  having  been  inspected. 

The  Committee  must  be  sensible  that  a  negociation  will  ever  be 
carried  on  to  our  disadvantage,  when  the  parties  with  whom  their 
Minister  treats,  are  thus  early  informed  of  the  most  secret  intentions 
of  Congress.  This  apprehension  renders  my  correspondence  with 
the  Committee  more  irregular  than  it  would  otherwise  be,  for  I  am 
often  obliged  to  wait  ten  days  or  more,  for  safe  opportunities  of 
conveying  my  letters  by  private  hands  to  Cadiz,  Bilboa,  or  the  ports 
of  France,  to  prevent  a  previous  examination  of  them  here. 

I  hope  soon  to  write  by  M.  Gardoqui,  but  I  have  so  often  advised 
you  of  this  gentleman's  intended  departure,  and  then  been  so  often 
disappointed,  that  I  cannot  give  full  belief  to  the  late  information  I 
have  received  on  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &cc., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Aranjues,  May  26th,  1781. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Court  being  at  this  place  at  present,  Mr,  Jay  has  judged 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  53 

proper  to  reside  here  until  it  returns  to  Madrid,  from  which  city  I 
addressed  the  Committee  the  23d  uhimo.  Mr.  Jay,  since  his  arrival 
here,  has  seen  the  Minister,  and  been  civilly  received.  He  will 
inform  Congress  of  what  passed  on  this  occasion.  M.  de  la  Motte 
Piquet,  whose  squadron  could  not  be  ready  in  time  to  join  M.  de 
Cordova,  and  enable  the  Spanish  fleet  to  oppose  that  of  England 
destined  to  relieve  Gibraltar,  sailed  on  a  cruise  the  24th  ultimo, 
to  intercept  the  homeward  bound  fleet  from  St.  Eustatia,  or  one 
from  the  leeward  Islands.  The  English  squadron,  after  relieving 
Gibraltar,  is  gone  to  cruise  off  the  Azores  or  the  Canaries  to  intercept 
the  fleet  from  the  Havana  with  treasure,  the  amount  of  which  I 
mentioned  in  my  last;  this,  at  least,  is  the  opinion  of  several  well 
informed  people  here.  That  of  Spain  has  cruised  for  it  to  escort 
it  into  port,  I  believe,  on  a  presumption  that  the  English  would 
return  to  port,  or  detach  a  part  of  their  squadron  to  reinforce  their 
others  in  various  parts  of  the  world.  Should  the  latter  be  the  case, 
and  these  fleets  should  encounter,  that  of  Spain  will  have  greatly 
the  advantage  in  number,  it  consisting  of  thirty-two  sail-of-the- 
line. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  Congress  that  the  Court  of  France 
has  engaged  to  guarantee  a  loan  of  ten  millions  of  livres  for  the 
States,  and  to  make  large  advances  in  stores  and  cash  immediately. 
I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  furnish  as  agreeable  accounts  from  this 
Court.  The  negociation  is  in  the  same  situation  as  when  I  had  last 
the  honor  to  write  to  the  Committee ;  my  sentiments  of  the  motives 
for  this  conduct  are  still  the  same.  The  mediation  seems  at  a  stand, 
and,  probably,  will  not  be  renewed  before  the  end  of  the  campaign. 
Troops  have  been  ordered  to  march  towards  Gibraltar  from  various 
parts  of  the  Kingdom,  but  I  have  some  reason  to  think  with  a  view 
to  another  object,  viz.,  either  to  be  sent  to  the  West  Indies  or  to 
Peru,  where,  it  is  said,  there  appears  a  spirit  of  disaffection  which 
creates  some  apprehensions  here. 

The  crop  is  likely  to  be  more  abundant  throughout  Spain  than  it 
has  been  for  many  years  past.  I  have  not  as  yet  heard  that  Russia 
has  taken  a  decided  part  in  favor  of  the  Dutch.  Their  squadron 
in  the  Mediterranean  and  at  Lisbon  are  ordered  home.  The 
Portuguese  preserve  a  strict  neutrality  at  present.  M.  Gardoqui  is 
still  here,  but  I  hope  will  embark  next  month.  I  have  not  had  the 
honor  of  hearing  from  the  Committee  since  I  have  been  in  Europe, 
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and  Mr.  Jay  informs  me  that  he  has  received  but  three  letters  from 
Congress  since  his  residence  here. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &z;c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Aranjiiea,  June  2d,  1781. 
Gentlemen, 

The  last  post  from  France  brought  the  news  of  M.  Necker's 
removal  from  the  Ministry.  This  change  would  have  been  agreeable 
to  this  Court  some  months  ago,  on  account  of  the  interference  of  that 
Minister  in  the  operation  of  the  loan  mentioned  in  former  letters. 
At  present,  it  seems  to  be  regarded  in  a  disagreeable  point  of  view, 
as  M.  Necker  had  engaged  to  furnish  monthly  considerable  sums  to 
persons  employed  to  procure  money  for  this  Court,  on  condition  of 
being  reimbursed  in  specie  in  Spanish  America,  and  on  other  terms 
that  would  have  been  advantageous  to  the  lenders.  Part  of  the 
specie  thus  procured  was  intended  for  the  payment  of  the  French 
troops  in  North  America,  and,  as  I  have  been  told,  for  the  immediate 
service  of  Congress,  as  part  of  the  sum  the  Court  of  France  has 
lately  engaged  to  furnish  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  been  told  that  M.  Necker  was  not  disposed  to  make  large 
advances  to  Congress,  and,  as  a  proof  of  this,  it  has  been  mentioned 
to  me  that  he  opposed  the  King's  guaranty  of  a  loan  which  Dr. 
Franklin  endeavored  to  negociale  last  year  at  Genoa.  He  is  said 
to  have  been  obstinately  attached  to  his  own  opinions,  and  of  a 
haughtiness  in  supporting  them  which  the  man  who  placed  him 
could  ill  brook.  He  felt  an  opposition  that  he  could  not  bear,  and 
which,  perhaps,  he  saw  he  must  sink  under,  and  therefore  asked  his 
dismission,  which  was  granted  him.  He  is  regretted  as  a  public  loss. 
It  would  be  presumption  in  me  to  enter  into  a  more  minute  detail 
on  this  subject,  as  your  correspondents  on  the  spot  will  certainly 
give  the  Committee  much  ampler  information  than  it  is  in  my  power 
to  do. 

Since  my  letter  of  the  ultimo,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 

knowing,  through  the  same  channel  of  intelligence  mentioned  in 
former  letters,  that  the  Court  of  Vienna  still  persists  in  its  good  offices 
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to  bring  about  conferences  for  a  general  peace.  Without  being  able 
to  mention  particulars,  I  can  assure  the  Committee  that,  in  the 
middle  of  April,  the  Baron  de  Breteuil,  Ambassador  of  France  at  the 
abovementioned  Court,  insisted  for  the  admission  of  an  American 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  proposed  Congress.  The  Prince  de  Kaunitz 
lamented  this  proposition,  as  an  obstacle  that  might  impede  a 
business  which  the  Emperor  had  much  at  heart.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  trace  the  demands  of  Spain,  but  I  believe  their  pretensions  in 
general  do  not  appear  reasonable  to  the  Imperial  Court. 

We  have  had  no  news  of  the  fleet  since  I  had  last  the  honor  of 
writing  to  you.  There  is  reason  to  think,  by  news  received  from 
England,  that  Darby  had  orders  to  return  to  that  country.  The 
expedition  mentioned  in  former  letters  will  be  ready  for  action  in  the 
month  of  July.  The  choice  of  officers  to  command  it  is  not  yet 
pubhc.     The  negociation  is  in  the  same  situation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


JAMES  LOVELL  TO  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

Philadelphia,  June  15th,  1781. 

Sir, 
Your  several  letters  have  been  read  in  Congress ;  and  your 
dustrious  care  to  give  frequent,  early,  and  general  information  of 
those  things  in  Europe  which  may  have  influence  upon  our  national 
affairs,  has  been  not  only  highly  pleasing  in  itself,  but  has  acquired 
value  lately  from  the  loss  of  all  packets  from  Mr.  Adams  since  his 
date  of  October  24ih. 

I  am,  sir,  your  friend  and  humble  servant, 

JAMES  LOVELL. 


m 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

St.  Ildefonso,  August  16th,  1781. 
Gentlemen, 
Since  my  last,  of  the  15th  ultimo,  in  which  I  enclosed  the  Com- 
mittee a  list  of  the  combined  fleet  assembled  at  Cadiz,  and  of  the 
troops  to  be  embarked  under  the  command  of  the  Due  de  Crillon, 
we  have  advices  of  the  sailing  of  this  fleet,  and  that  the  troops  of 
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the  expedition  passed  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  the  23d  ultimo.  They 
had,  however,  been  detained  by  contrary  winds,  and  had  not  left  the 
neighborhood  of  Carthagena  the  7th  instant.  The  Court  expects 
soon  to  hear  of  their  landing  in  the  Island  of  Minorca.  It  is  the 
general  opinion  that  the  force  employed  is  not  sufficient  to  take  Port 
Mahon.  The  character  of  the  General,  who  I  have  the  honor  to 
know  intimately,  does  not  accord  with  this  idea.  The  combined 
fleet,  by  the  last  advices,  was  cruising  off  Cape  Spartel.  That  of 
England,  commanded  by  Darby,  is  at  sea,  to  the  number  of  twenty- 
three  or  twenty-five  sail.  The  Dutch  fleet  sailed  on  the  23d  ultimo, 
and  consists  of  seventeen  sail  in  the  whole ;  it  is  said  to  be  destined 
to  the  northern  seas,  where  England  has  a  squadron  inferior  in 
number  of  vessels,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Hyde  Parker. 

Our  negociation  seems  to  be  in  better  train,  and  it  is  not  improb- 
able that  Mr.  Jay  will  be  able  to  terminate  our  affairs  with  Spain 
previous  to  the  general  negociation,  which  is  much  talked  of  at 
present  among  the  corps  diplomatique  here.  The  number  of  couriers 
who  pass  and  repass  between  the  Courts  of  Versailles,  this,  and  those 
of  Vienna  and  Petersburgh,  gives  occasion  to  those  conjectures. 
Mr.  Adams  has  been  lately  sent  for  by  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
and,  as  I  am  informed,  has  had  conferences  with  that  Minister.  If 
this  should  be  the  case,  the  Committee  will  have  from  the  first 
authority  more  ample  details  on  this  subject  than  can  be  learnt  from 
second  and  third  hands. 

The  United  Provinces  of  Holland,  &ic.,  appear  much- divided,  and 
seem  more  employed  in  party  quarrels  and  private  interests  than  in 
pursuit  of  measures  for  the  public  advantage  and  honor.  I  fear  the 
Republican  party  lost  ground  by  their  late  attack  against  the  Duke 
of  Brunswick.  This  Court  continue  to  borrow  money,  and  have 
just  concluded  a  loan  for  three  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  refunded  in 
the  Havana  and  Vera  Cruz,  one  milHon  in  the  present  year,  and 
two  in  1782.  They  have  other  loans  in  contemplation,  of  the  gen- 
eral nature  of  which  I  hope  to  be  able  to  inform  the  Committee  in 
time,  although  it  may  be  difficult  to  obtain  the  minute  particulars  and 
conditions  of  these  loans.  The  French  Minister  is  concerned  in  the 
last  mentioned,  and  will  receive  part,  at  least,  of  the  three  millions 
in  question,  which  I  hope  will  ultimately  centre  in  North  America. 

Mr.  Jay  continues  to  accept  the  bills  drawn  on  him ;  between 
twenty  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  have  been  accepted,  for  which, 
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as  yet,  no  funds  are  provided,  but  I  hope  we  have  not  much  to  fear 
for  their  payment.  I  have  rendered  Mr.  Jay  accounts  of  all  our 
money  transactions  here,  which,  with  his  usual  regularity,  he  will 
transmit  to  Congress,  as  also  minute  details  of  his  other  transactions 
here.  Among  the  bills  presented,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  men- 
tion that  several  have  been  endorsed  by  people  in  America,  payable 
to  merchants  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  If  this  does  not  accord 
with  the  ideas  of  Congress,  the  treasury  will  be  instructed  to  convey 
to  Mr.  Jay  further  directions  on  this  subject. 

Although  much  is  said  of  the  forwardness  of  the  negociations 
peace,  it  is  not  probable  that  the  preliminaries  to  be  fixed  on  previous 
to  the  opening  of  the  conferences  can  be  adjusted  until  the  fate  of 
the  campaign  is  known,  particularly  if  this  Court  acts  with  its  usual 
deliberation,  which  some  call  dilatoriness.  If  the  expedition  against 
Minorca  succeeds,  and  if  money  can  be  procured  for  the  operations 
of  the  war,  it  is  the  opinion  of  some  persons  who  are  well  informed, 
that  the  general  peace  will  meet  with  more  obstacles  here  than  else- 
where. I  have  already  written  to  the  Committee  that  the  Court  of 
Vienna  found  the  pretensions  of  this  Court  extravagant.  Its  great 
objects  of  the  war  are  the  possession  of  the  entire  navigation  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  and  Gibraltar.  These  are  said  to  be  the  King's 
objects,  who  is  in  a  good  state  of  health,  and  follows  with  the  same 
ardor  his  daily  occupation  of  the  chase.  There  is  no  talk  of  a 
change  of  Ministry.  The  fleet  from  Buenos  Ayres,  mentioned  in 
former  letters,  is  arrived,  and  I  am  afraid  M.  Solano  will  be  more 
attentive  to  the  safe  arrival  of  that  from  Havana  than  to  the  prose- 
cution of  the  plan  of  operations  formed  with  our  ally.  The  affairs 
of  Great  Britain  in  the  east  are  in  a  bad  situation,  and  in  consequence 
thereof,  India  stock  has  fallen  eight  per  cent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,      ^yiLLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

St.  Ildefonso,  September  28th,  1781. 
Gentlemen, 
Since  my  letter  of  the  14th  instant,*  the  Minister  has  notified  to 
Mr.  Jay  the  King's  intentions  of  naming  a  person  to  treat  with  him. 

*  Missing 
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There  is  reason  to  think  his  nomination  and  instructions  will  have 
his  Majesty's  approbation  on  Sunday  next,  though  possibly  it  may 
not  be  formally  communicated  until  the  Court  is  at  the  Escurial,  to 
which  place  the  royal  family  goes  the  10th  of  next  month. 

M.  Del  Campo,  whom  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  is  the  person  who 
probably  will  be  chosen.  I  repeat  his  name  lest  that  letter  should 
miscarry ;  he  is  First  Under  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  acting 
Secretary  of  the  Council  of  State,  and  has  the  reputation  of  possess- 
ing great  abilities  and  application  to  business,  and  I  believe  he  merits 
what  is  said  of  him.  He  has  also  the  entire  confidence  of  the  Count 
de  Florida  Blanca.  His  residence  in  England  as  Secretary  of  the 
embassy  there,  and  his  attention  to  Mr.  Cumberland  and  family 
while  here,  occasioned  some  to  believe  him  secretly  inclined  to  the 
interests  of  that  country,  but,  I  believe,  without  foundation,  for  I 
know  that  Mr.  Cumberland  left  this  country  much  chagrined,  and  I 
believe  he  was  the  dupe  of  this  gentleman's  policy.  I  have  had  the 
satisfaction  of  being  on  very  good  terms  with  him  for  several  months 
past,  and  have  often  expressed  to  him  my  hopes  and  wishes  that 
he  might  prove  another  M.  Gerard  in  our  affairs.  His  being 
employed  in  this  negociation  is  so  far  favorable  to  us  as  its  successful 
issue  interests  his  own  reputation,  and  will  be  probably  a  step  to 
further  honors  and  employments  to  which,  as  mentioned  in  my  last, 
the  public  opinion  destines  him.  I  hope  the  Court  is  now  serious  in 
its  intentions  to  conclude  the  negociatiohs,  but  it  is  still  not  improb- 
able this  business  may  be  delayed  until  the  fate  of  the  campaign  is 
known,  unless  it  should  be  accelerated  by  the  confirmation  of  news 
received  from  Cadiz  last  week  of  the  arrival  of  Count  de  Grasse's 
squadron  on  the  coast  of  Virginia,  the  consequent  critical  situation 
of  the  army  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  the  defeat  of  Lord  Rawdon  by 
General  Greene. 

I  shall  seize  every  opportunity  of  informing  the  Committee  of  the 
progress  made  in  this  important  business,  and  am  happy  to  find  by  a 
letter  I  have  just  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  Mr.  Lovell,  dated 
the  15th  of  June,  that  my  correspondence  has  contributed  in  any 
degree  to  the  satisfaction  of  Congress,  but  am  surprised  that  so  few 
of  my  letters  have  reached  the  Committee ;  for  on  reading  the  list 
of  those  received,  and  comparing  it  with  my  letter-book,  I  find 
several  missing  which  were  sent  by  vessels  from  Bilboa  and  else- 
where, which  I  know  arrived  in  safety  to  America,  particularly  my 
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answer  to  Mr.  Jay's  instructions  to  me  at  Cadiz,  of  which  he  sent 
only  the  state  of  the  revenues  and  expenses  of  this  country  in  the 
year  1778. 

I  am  informed  by  letters  from  Holland  that  Mr.  Adams  has  had  a 
nervous  fever,  but  that  he  is  now  in  a  fair  way  to  recover.  The 
South  Carolina  frigate  sailed  from  thence,  with  the  ships  under  her 
convoy,  the  19th  ultimo.  1  hope  their  safe  arrival  will  convey  to 
Congress  ample  information  of  the  situation  of  their  affairs  in  that 
quarter.  1  am  afraid  the  loan  does  not  fill  fast,  because  1  have 
letters  from  a  house  at  Hamburg  which  mention  that  Congress  bills 
to  a  large  amount,  that  they  had  presented  for  acceptance,  had  been 
protested.  The  Republican  party  gains  ground,  and  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick,  though  not  removed,  is  obliged  to  act  with  more  caution, 
and  the  Stadtholder  with  more  resolution  and  force.  I  am  informed 
that  the  Court  of  France  has  consented  to  replace  the  cargo  lost  in 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  but  Dr.  Franklin  is  not  enabled  to  accept 
any  more  of  Mr.  Jay's  bills,  even  for  our  salaries. 

The  rumors  of  a  general  negociation  subside,  owing,  it  is  said,  to 
the  obstinacy  of  Great  Britain  and  the  demands  of  this  Court.  The 
Imperial  Minister  has  just  received  a  courier  from  his  Court  charged 
with  its  excuses  for  the  detention  of  a  Spanish  courier,  who,  after 
delivering  his  despatches  to  the  Spanish  Ambassador  at  Vienna,  on 
his  journey  from  thence  to  Petersburgh,  was  stopped  in  Hungary, 
and  not  permitted  to  proceed  until  released  by  order  of  the  Imperial 
Court.  The  Imperial  Minister  named  to  the  Court  of  Berlin  from 
hence  will  soon  go  thither ;  his  nomination  is  still  a  secret.  The 
Spanish  squadron  has  returned  to  Cadiz.  Major  Franks  will  leave 
this  next  week.  I  must  do  this  officer  the  justice  to  observe  to  the 
Committee  that  he  has  conducted  himself  with  great  discretion  and 
economy  here,  and  I  hope  that  Congress  will  be  induced  by  tlie 
success  and  expedition  with  which  he  delivered  their  despatches  to 
Mr.  Jay,  to  send  in  future  such  as  are  important  in  a  similar  way. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &ic.,      ^jllIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

_,       ,  Madrid,  October  5th,  1781. 

(jrentiemen. 

On  my  arrival  here  from  St.  Udefonso  this  day,  I  found  the 
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enclosed  letters  for  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress  from 
Mr.  Dumas.  On  the  14th  and  23th  ultimo  I  wrote  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  Court  appeared  more  serious  in  its  intentions  of 
bringing  on  the  negociation  than  it  had  shown  itself  to  be  for  a  long 
time.  In  my  last  I  informed  the  Committee  that  M.  Del  Campo 
would  probably  be  appointed  to  negociate  with  Mr.  Jay,  and  that 
his  instructions  and  nomination  would  have  his  ^Majesty's  approbation 
on  the  night  of  the  30th  ultimo.  The  Minister  of  State  once 
proposed  to  entrust  M.  Gardoqui  with  this  business.  Yesterday, 
when  I  left  the  Sitio,  the  Court  had  not  formally  notified  the 
appointment  to  Mr.  Jay  ;  but  from  some  hints  I  received  from  well- 
informed  persons,  I  have  hopes  that  tlie  communication  will  be  made 
either  before  he  comes  from  thence  to-morrow,  or  directly  after  the 
Court  is  fixed  at  the  Escurial.  I  shall,  however,  be  very  agreeably 
disappointed  if  much  progress  is  made  in  this  affair  until  the  fate  of 
the  campaign  is  known. 

The  last  post  from  France  and  Holland  brought  no  news  of  an 
interesting  nature.  The  French  and  Spanish  troops  destined  to 
reinforce  the  Due  de  Crillon's  army  at  Minorca  are  not  yet  embarked, 
and  he  cannot  act  with  effect  until  he  receives  reinforcements.  It  is 
said  the  desertion  from  the  place  is  considerable.  The  South 
Carolina  frigate,  armed  for  that  State  in  Holland,  has  put  into 
Corunna,  and  I  am  concerned  to  find  by  letters  from  Messrs  Searle 
and  Trumbull,  passengers  on  board,  that  Commodore  Gillon's  conduct 
is  much  censured.  Knowing  ^Mr.  Searle's  zeal  and  solicitude  for  the 
public  interest,  I  must  own  that  his  letter  has  influenced  my  opinion 
in  a  great  degree ;  but  it  would  be  unjust  to  condemn  the  former 
before  having  seen  an  exposition  of  the  reasons  which  have  determ- 
ined his  conduct,  and  which  he  has  promised  to  forward  to  Mr.  Jay 
by  express. 

The  fact  is,  he  sailed  from  the  Texel  without  the  ships  he  had 
engaged  to  escort;  that  he  has  cruised  six  or  seven  weeks  with  little 
success,  and  that  he  has  been  obliged  to  put  into  the  port  above- 
mentioned  to  refit  and  get  a  supply  of  provisions,  which  he  writes  he 
shall  do  immediately.  It  is  probable  Mr.  Jay  may  think  proper  to 
send  me  to  Corunna  in  this  business,  which  commission,  I  must 
confess,  I  shall  accept  with  reluctance ;  because  I  not  only  foresee 
the  delay  and  expense  that  must  inevitably  have  place  if  this 
Government  is  obliged  to  interfere,  but  the  disgrace  which  must 
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ensue  from  the  notoriety  of  these  unhappy  differences  between  the 
commander  and  the  American  gentlemen  aboard.  I  have  another 
motive,  which  arises  from  the  nature  of  the  employment  with  which 
Congress  has  honored  me,  and  which,  with  submission,  I  conceive 
does  not  admit  of  my  absence  at  the  most  important  period  of  the 
negociation,  when  most  knowledge  is  to  be  acquired  of  the  real 
dispositions  and  intentions  of  this  Court,  and  when  I  may  avail 
myself  of  the  esteem  and  confidence  with  which  the  proposed 
negociator  has  appeared  to  honor  me  for  several  months  past. 
Although,  for  the  reasons  abovementioned,  and  for  others  which  I 
could  add,  I  may  leave  the  Court  at  this  crisis  with  reluctance,  I 
shall,  if  directed,  proceed  to  Corunna,  and  execute  the  trust  reposed 
in  me  with  a  zeal,  assiduity,  and  activity  which,  I  hope,  will  always 
influence  my  conduct  when  the  public  interest  and  reputation  are  in 
question. 

I  enclose  a  letter  for  his  Excellency  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne 
from  the  Count  de  Montmorin,  whose  talents  and  warm  espousal  of 
our  interests,  not  only  here,  but  at  his  own  Court,  entitle  him  to 
the  approbation  and  esteem  of  Congress.  I  just  hear  that  the  Court 
has  received  advices  from  Buenos  Ayres,  dated  the  7th  of  July. 
These  are  very  agreeable.  The  rebellion  mentioned  in  my  former 
letters  is  entirely  quelled  by  the  defeat  and  capture  of  the  Indian  chief 
at  the  head  of  it,  and  his  principal  officers,  cannon,  treasure,  he, 
k,c.  It  seems  two  English  officers  are  in  the  number  of  the  prisoners, 
and  that  many  letters  and  papers  were  found,  which  discover  that  the 
Portuguese  excited  and  fomented  these  disturbances.* 

The  Havana  fleet  is  expected  daily.  On  its  arrival,  perhaps,  the 
Court  may  do  something  for  us.  But  I  repeat  again  that  little  is  to 
be  depended  on  in  the  money  way.  Letters  from  France  talk  of  a 
large  expedition  preparing  at  Brest.  Its  object  is  a  secret.  I  shall 
seize  every  opportunity  of  informing  the  Committee  of  what  passes 
in  Europe  relative  to  our  affairs,  and  in  future  will  multiply  the 
copies  of  my  letters  to  ensure  their  safe  arrival. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,     WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


♦This  alludes  to  the  revolt  of  the  celebrated  Peruvian  Chief,  Tupac  Amaru,  of 
which  an  eloquent  account  is  given  by  Dean  Funes,  in  his  Ensayo  de  la  Historia 
Civil  del  Paraguay,  Buenos  ^yres  y  Tucuman.  See  North  American  Review,  Vol. 
XX.,  p.  283 


Q2  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

TO  THE  COMMITTEE   OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Madrid,  November  17th,  1781. 
Gentlemen, 

On  the  2d  instant  the  pretended  ex-Jesuit  who  made  so  much 
noise  in  the  EngUsh  papers  last  winter  and  spring  was  arrested  at 
the  Escurial,  where  he  arrived  the  day  before  from  Lisbon,  under  an 
assumed  name.  Commodore  Johnson  sent  him  to  Rio  Janeiro,  in 
order  to  pass  from  thence  to  the  Spanish  settlements  in  Peru.  He 
pretended  to  the  Portuguese  Governor  that  he  had  been  taken  by 
Johnson  on  his  way  to  the  Caracas,  but  the  former,  from  some 
suspicion  arising  from  the  man's  appearance  and  story,  refused  him 
permission  to  pass  into  the  country,  which  obliged  him  to  embark  for 
Lisbon,  at  which  place,  under  his  borrowed  name,  he  addressed  Don 
Ferdinand  Nunes,  the  Spanish  Ambassador,  offering  to  make  some 
important  discoveries  to  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca.  The  former 
advised  the  Minister  of  these  offers,  and  was  directed  by  him  to 
furnish  the  person  in  question  with  cash  for  his  journey.  It  is  said 
that  he  was  recognized  the  very  day  of  his  arrival  at  the  Escurial  by 
one  who  knew  him  at  Buenos  Ayres.  It  is  more  probable  that  M. 
Nunes  knew  his  real  character  previous  to  his  departure  from  Lisbon, 
for  the  magistrate  whom  the  Minister  of  the  Indies  employs  on  such 
occasions,  went  to  the  Escurial  with  his  officers  the  day  he  arrived 
there,  and  arrested  him  the  same  evening.  He  is  now  in  close 
prison,  and  I  am  told  has  discovered  all  he  knew  relative  to  the 
designs  of  the  English  to  foment  the  spirit  of  revolt  existing  in  that 
country.  This  affair  furnished  conversation  to  the  Court  the  few 
days  I  resided  at  the  Escurial,  whither  I  went,  at  the  instance  of  the 
French  Ambassador,  to  Mr.  Jay,  to  be  present  at  the  Besa  Manos, 
on  St.  Carlos's  day. 

I  found  by  conversation  with  M.  del  Campo,  First  Under  Secretary 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  that  nothing  had  been  done  by  the  Court  to 
advance  the  conferences  for  a  treaty  since  it  left  St.  Ildefonso.  In 
my  letter  of  the  5th  of  October,  I  mentioned  that  the  gentleman 
abovenamed  was  nominated  by  the  King  to  treat  with  Mr.  Jay ;  this 
nomination  has  never  been  formally  communicated,  but  I  had  my 
information  from  such  a  quarter  that  I  am  convinced  the  appointment 
was  made,  and  the  instructions  given  near  about  the  time  mentioned 
in  my  letter.     Multiplicity  of  business,  and  the  confusion  occasioned 
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by  the  Court's  removal  from  one  royal  residence  to  another,  are  the 
present  pretexts  for  this  delay.  The  aspect  of  our  affairs  at  the 
close  of  the  campaign,  the  fate  of  which  is  yet  unknown,  and  the 
apprehension  of  being  obliged  to  make  large  advances  inconsequence 
of  cementing  their  connexion  with  the  States,  are  perhaps  the  real 
causes ;  to  which  may  be  added  others  of  a  different  nature,  though 
not  less  important  to  Ministers  and  courtiers. 

The  palace  is  filled  with  Irish  attendants  of  both  sexes,  whose 
animosity  to  us  and  our  cause  is  as  decided  and  inveterate  as  is  their 
attachment  to  it  in  America.  The  Princess  of  Asturias  has  on 
several  occasions,  and  lately  in  particular,  treated  such  English  as 
come  here  with  much  condescension  and  distinction.  The  last 
instance  I  allude  to  happened  to  lady  Winchelson,  and  the  Lord  her 
son,  who  came  from  America  (where  he  commanded  a  regiment)  to 
Lisbon  for  his  health.  They  were  accompanied  by  a  Mr.  Graham 
and  his  lady,  and  sister,  both  sisters  of  Lady  Stormont,  and  visited 
the  Escurial  in  their  way  to  France. 

If  the  Ministers  perceive  any  aversion  in  their  future  King  and 
Queen  to  an  alliance  with  us,  they  can  easily  find  pretexts  to  retard 
it  until  they  see  their  own  justification  in  the  urgency  of  the  conjunc- 
ture that  may  appear  to  have  forced  them  into  the  measure.  This, 
however,  is  but  conjecture  founded  on  the  knowledge  of  some  little 
incidents  in  the  interior  of  the  palace,  and  strengthened  by  the 
conduct  of  the  Ministry,  not  only  in  the  great  object  of  Mr.  Jay's 
mission,  but  also  in  several  minute  particulars  in  which  they  might 
act  to  our  satisfaction  without  showing  any  marked  partiality  in  our 
favor.  So  far  from  Mr.  Jay's  having  been  yet  able  to  obtain  further 
succors,  the  French  Ambassador  has  not  procured  the  payment  of 
moneys  advanced  in  the  month  of  May  by  the  Marquis  de  Yranda, 
to  enable  Mr.  Jay  to  discharge  the  bills  due  that  month,  although 
the  Minister  engaged  his  word  to  the  Ambassador  to  repay  this  sum 
in  equal  monthly  payments.  In  fact  the  Court  itself  is  distressed, 
and  with  difficulty  finds  means  to  answer  its  own  engagements. 

I  believe  I  may  venture  to  write  with  some  certainty  on  this 
subject,  for  I  have  been  on  an  intimate  footing  with  the  person  who 
has  transacted  for  the  Court  the  most  part  of  its  money  negociations 
for  more  than  twelve  months  past.  I  knew  and  cultivated  him 
before  he  was  in  favor,  and  my  introduction  of  him  to  Mr.  Jay, 
procured   him  the  commission  on  the  payment  of  our  bills,  and  a 
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considerable  credit  in  consequence  of  the  sums  supposed  to  pass 
through  his  hands  monthly  for  this  purpose.  As  he  has  been  the 
founder  of  the  paper  system  in  this  country,  and  as  he  is  likely  soon 
to  establish  a  national  bank,  he  will  probably  make  some  figure  in 
the  annals  of  this  reign.  His  name  is  Francis  Cabarrus,  born  in 
Bayonne,  but  sent  early  to  Spain  to  acquire  a  i^nowledge  in  its 
commerce,  in  which  his  father  was  considerably  interested.  His 
marriage  at  the  age  of  nineteen  (he  is  now  twenty-nine)  displeased 
his  family,  from  whom  after  that  period  he  received  no  assistance. 
With  a  small  capital,  as  he  himself  informed  me,  he  came  and  estab- 
lished a  soap-work  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  city.  While  there 
he  introduced  himself  to  the  notice  of  the  Count  de  Campomanes, 
by  becoming  a  member  of  the  patriotic  society,  the  friends  of  their 
country;  of  which  the  last  mentioned  gentleman  is  in  a  great  meas- 
ure the  founder.  He  soon  conciliated  his  esteem,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Governor  of  the  Council  of  Castile,  to  whom  he  became  known 
by  means  of  his  friend  and  patron  M.  Campomanes.  Through  their 
interest  he  procured  a  contract  to  supply  wheat  and  flour,  in  a  time 
of  scarcity,  and  commenced  banker.  The  last  year  he  proposed  his 
plan  for  procuring  cash  for  Government,  on  terms  mentioned  in 
former  letters.  His  genius  is  brilliant,  active,  and  enterprising,  with 
more  imagination  than  solidity,  although  he  is  by  no  means  deficient 
in  acquired  knowledge,  arising  from  reading  and  reflection,  the  result 
of  experience.  His  eloquence,  enforced  by  a  very  prepossessing 
countenance  and  figure,  seizes  the  heart  before  it  convinces  the 
judgment,  and  this  joined  to  his  knowledge  of  commercial  and 
money  transactions,  has  obtained  for  him  the  confidence  of  M. 
Musquiz,  who  consults  him  at  present  in  all  affairs  of  finance. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  say  thus  much  of  this  gentleman,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  part  he  has  had,  and  is  like  to  have  in 
money  matters,  but  because  he  has  on  all  occasions  manifested 
himself  a  friend  to  our  cause,  of  which  he  is  an  enthusiastic  advo- 
cate, being  totally  divested  of  local  prejudices.  He  offered  to 
procure  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  States,  payable  at 
Havana  on  condition  of  being  reimbursed  by  Government  in  two 
years,  the  payments  to  commence  at  the  expiration  of  two  months 
after  his  orders  for  the  delivery  of  the  money  to  the  agents  of 
Congress  were  despatched.  He  will  make  the  advances  for  the 
payment  of  the  bills  due  next  month,  which  amount  to  thirty-two 
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thousand  dollars,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  which  Mr.  Jay  relies 
on  Dr.  Franklin,  for  after  the  delays  we  have  experienced  here,  and 
the  knowledge  of  their  own  distresses,  there  is  no  great  reason  to 
think  this  Court  will  grant  us  any  considerable  pecuniary  assistance, 
unless  a  happy  change  in  the  situation  of  our  affairs  should  precipi- 
tate a  treaty,  and  lead  them  to  extraordinary  exertions,  as  proofs  of 
their  amity.  The  support  of  their  fleet  at  Cadiz,  of  forty  sail-of- 
the-line,  the  sieges  of  Gibraltar  and  Mahon,  their  expensive  arma- 
ments at  the  Havana,  and  the  preparations  making  for  an  expedition 
from  Europe  to  that  quarter,  which  will  sail  next  month,  exhaust 
their  European  and  American  revenue  and  all  the  resources  by 
which  they  have  hitherto  obtained  money. 

The  insurrections  in  Peru  augment  this  expense,  and  the  same 
spirit  of  revolt,  which  seems  to  have  extended  to  Mexico,  will  add 
to  it.  These  discontents  have  been  occasioned  by  duties  imposed 
since  the  administration  of  M.  Galvez,  the  present  Minister  of  the 
Indies.  The  project  was  proposed  by  Carrasco,  Marquis  de  la 
Corona,  to  the  Marquis  of  Squillace,  then  Minister,  who  was  much 
inclined  to  adopt  it,  and  named  the  projector  to  visit  Spanish  Amer- 
ica, in  order  to  form  on  the  spot  the  plan  of  its  execution.  He 
dechned  the  mission  on  various  pretexts,  and  another  was  appointed 
for  this  purpose,  who  died  on  his  passage.  M.  Galvez,  the  present 
Minister  of  the  Indies,  succeeded  him,  and  on  his  return  to  Spain 
made  a  report  so  agreeable  to  his  Majesty,  that  it  procured  him  the 
important  post  he  now  occupies. 

The  novelty  of  these  measures,  joined  to  the  vexations  and  impo- 
sitions occasioned,  as  is  said,  by  the  collectors  of  them,  has  created 
much  dissatisfaction  in  these  countries.  I  have  my  information  from 
some  of  the  principal  natives  of  Mexico  and  Peru  here,  and  also 
from  a  foreigner  who  obtained  permission  to  visit  Mexico,  and  who 
made  the  voyage  frotn  motives  of  curiosity.  Four  thousand  troops 
are  to  be  embarked  at  Cadiz  for  the  expedition  abovementioned,  and 
it  is  said  will  be  escorted  by  four  vessels-of-the-line,  who  at  the  same 
time  convoy  the  register  ships  bound  to  the  Havana  and  Vera  Cruz. 
As  this  convoy  will  sail  about  the  same  time  that  the  expedition 
from  Brest  will  be  ready  for  sea,  it  is  probable  they  may  form  a 
junction.  Ten  thousand  troops  are  to  be  employed  in  the  one  last 
mentioned,  and  I  am  told  will  sail  escorted  by  twenty  sail-of-the- 
line ;  part  of  which  will  probably  join  the  grand  fleet  at  Cadiz, 
Vol.  v.— 5 
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and  the  rest  proceed  to  the  West  Indies,  where  I  have  reason  to 
think  they  will  act  in  concert  with  the  Spaniards.  A  friend  of  mine 
is  to  embark  on  board  the  French  fleet  as  interpreter.  He  speaks 
and  writes  the  Spanish  language  perfectly. 

I  have  also  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  French  naval  force 
and  a  larger  body  of  troops  than  they  have  yet  sent  to  America, 
will  appear  on  our  coasts  earlier  the  next  than  they  did  the  present 
year.  Jamaica  is  thought  to  be  the  first  object  of  these  expeditions, 
and  this  conjecture  arises  from  the  appointment  of  M.  Galvez  to  the 
command  of  the  Spanish  force  in  the  West  Indies,  whose  project 
for  attacking  that  Island  is  well  known.  In  France  it  is  said  that  a 
part  of  the  troops  to  be  embarked  at  Brest  is  intended  for  the  East 
Indies  ;  and  here,  that  theirs  are  sent  to  suppress  the  revolt  at  Santa 
Fe,  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  17th  ultimo.*  I  rather  think  that 
two  French  ships-of-the-Iine,  now  at  Cadiz,  and  as  many  frigates, 
who  have  taken,  and  are  taking,  in  provisions  for  a  long  voyage,  are 
destined  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  world,  and  that  they  will  take 
with  them  a  considerable  sum  in  dollars  for  the  payment  of  their 
land  and  sea  forces  there.  The  French  Ambassador  has  obtained, 
or  is  about  to  obtain,  permission  to  send  out  of  the  kingdom  two  and 
a  half  million  of  dollars,  part  of  which  sum  is  probably  destined  to 
the  purpose  abovementioned. 

The  sieges  of  Gibraltar  and  Mahon  go  on  slowly.  The  operations 
against  these  fortresses  have  not  been  so  vigorous  hitherto  as  to 
promise  a  speedy  reduction  of  either.  When  the  efforts  of  these 
besiegers  become  more  interesting,  I  shall  transmit  regular  accounts 
of  their  progress.  The  Court  of  Great  Britain  proposes  to  send  five 
hundred  troops  to  America,  exclusive  of  recruits,  to  be  drawn  from 
Germany  and  Ireland.  These,  it  is  said,  will  sail  with  thirteen  sail- 
of-the-line  in  the  course  of  next  month.  The  East  India  Company 
also  send  a  reinforcement  of  seven  thousand  men  to  the  East  Indies, 
with  four  sail-of-the-line.  If  this  information  can  be  credited,  the 
East  and  West  India  and  American  reinforcements  will  sail  at  the 
same  lime,  to  insure  by  their  united  force  their  safety  on  the  coast 
of  Europe. 

In  Holland  the  divisions  are  still  great,  and  likely  to  be  so.  The 
Provinces  have  not  yet  all  agreed  to  the  loan  proposed  by  France 

*  Missing. 
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for  the  use  of  Congress.  I  am  informed  the  Stadtholder's  friends 
give  it  all  the  opposition  in  their  power.  That  Prince  has,  as  I  have 
already  advised  the  Committee,  been  obliged  to  consent  to  the 
augmentation  of  the  marine.  The  news  of  the  birth  of  the  Dauphin 
will  probably  reach  America  before  this  letter.  It  is  expected  it  will 
be  received  there  with  demonstrations  of  satisfaction  that  will  be 
highly  flattering  to  the  French  nation.  The  great  age  and  infirm- 
ities of  the  Count  de  Maurepas,  render  it  probable  that  he  will  not 
survive  the  winter.  The  Queen's  influence,  it  is  thought,  will 
increase  by  the  birth  of  the  Dauphin,  and  the  death  of  this  Min- 
ister. Permit  me  to  conclude  with  the  flattering  hopes  of  a  brilliant 
close  of  the  campaign,  which  the  well  concerted  plan  of  our  Gen- 
eral and  allies,  communicated  to  me  by  the  Count  de  Montmorin, 
renders  highly  probable.  The  success  of  this  operation,  and  what 
is  expected,  may  perhaps  render  Mr.  Jay's  next  information  more 
agreeable  and  interesting  to  Congress,  to  whom  I  beg  leave  to 
present  my  humble  respects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,      ^jllIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

Philadelphia,  December  20th,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  letters  of  the  16th  of  August  and  5th  of  October  came  to 
hand.  They  were  read  in  Congress  and  handed  over  to  this  office, 
which  will  in  future,  agreeably  to  its  institution,  receive  and  make 
all  communications  to  and  from  Congress,  conformable  to  their  ordi- 
nance, of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  having  omitted  it  in  my  letters 
to  Mr.  Jay.  The  importance  of  early  and  regular  intelligence  from 
Europe  is  so  much  felt  here,  that  you  have  full  credit  for  all  the 
communications  you  make.  I  wish  you  would  extend  them  so  far 
as  to  permit  no  vessel  to  sail  without  letters  and  papers.  Spanish 
gazettes  may  some  times  be  serviceable  to  us. 

The  expedition  of  the  Due  de  Crillon  is  important  in  many  views  ; 
should  it  succeed,  it  will  be  such  a  blow  to  the  British  as  must 
hasten  a  negociation,  though  it  may  probably  obstruct  a  peace;  at 
any  rate,  the  possession  of  the  Island  must  cut  the  sinews  of  their 
Mediterranean  trade.      Your  apprehensions  about   being  sent    to 
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Corunna,  will,  I  hope,  have  been  groundless,  as  Captain  Gillon's 
ship  IS  not  the  property  of,  or  under  the  direction  of  the  United 
States  So  far  as  Mr.  Jay's  good  offices  can  be  serviceable,  they 
undoubtedly  will  be  extended.  He  will  not  think  himself  oblic^ed  to 
involve  the  United  States  in  the  expense  or  disgrace  of  Captain 
Gillon  s  misconduct,  if,  as  is  alleged,  he  has  really  behaved  improp- 
eriy.  Should  he  determine  to  interfere,  Congress  make  no  doubt 
but  you  will  conform  to  his  intentions  ;  and  they  rely  upon  your  zeal 
and  activity  m  the  discharge  of  such  trusts  as  he  may  think  proper 
since  he  alone  can  judge  of  the  best  application  of  them,  and  will 
not  deprive  himself  of  the  advantages,  which  your  assistance  and 
information  may  afford,  without  being  determined  by  weighty  and 
important  considerations. 

It  gives  great  pleasure  here  to  hear  of  the  step  that  Sj)ain  is  taking 
for  opening  a  treaty  with  us.  The  delays  in  that  business  be-in  to 
be  resented  by  the  people  of  this  country  the  more  forcibly,  as  they 
felt  a  high  degree  of  respect  for  the  Court,  and  much  attachment  to 
the  people  of  Spain,  in  return  for  the  good  offices  that  they  had 
done  them.  The  great  cause  of  the  delay  being  now  (as  we'hear) 
removed,  I  doubt  not  that  the  candor  of  the  negociators,  and  the 
clear  views  that  they  both  have  of  the  interest  which  Spain  and 
America  may  mutually  derive  from  an  intimate  union,  will  remove 
all  other  difficulties  to  the  wished  for  connexion. 

We  have  no  other  news  on  this  side  the  water,  than  that  the 
enemy  have  evacuated  Wilmington.  You,  who  know  the  spirit  of 
disaffection  which  prevailed  in  some  parts  of  North  Carolina,  and 
the  commerce  which  it  is  capable  of  carrying  on,  particularly  at  this 
time,  m  articles  for  the  supply  of  the  West  India  markets,  will  see 
the  important  sacrifice  the  enemy  have  been  obliged  to  make  in  thus 
quitting  this  post  and  abandoning  the  only  friends  in  America,  upon 
whose  fidelity  and  attachment  they  could  rely. 

1  need  not  repeat  to  you  that  I  shall  at  all  times  think  myself 
happy  ,n  hearing  from  you,  independent  of  the  advantage  that  the 
public  may  derive  from  your  letters.  They  will  be  particularly 
agreeable  to  me,  as  they  may  be  made  the  means  of  increasin^r  the 
number  of  friends,  which  your  zeal  and  attention  has  already  pro- 
cured you.  ^ 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  &c., 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  69 

TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Madrid,  December  20th,  1781. 

Sir, 

Since  my  letter  of  the  17th  ultimo  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  hear  of  your  appointment  to  the 
office  of  Secretary  for  that  department,  and  although  I  have  not  any 
official  directions  respecting  my  future  correspondence,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  change,  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  as  I  have 
hitherto  done  the  Committee,  on  the  subject  of  our  affairs  here,  their 
situation,  and  that  of  the  Powers  with  whom  we  have,  or  may 
hereafter  have  connexions.  At  the  same  time  permit  me  to  entreat 
you,  sir,  to  inform  me,  whether  it  is  judged  necessary  that  I  should 
continue  this  correspondence,  having  done  it  hitherto  with  a  view  to 
multiply  the  channels  of  information  to  Congress,  and  not  from  an 
expectation  of  conveying  any  material  intelligence,  which  they  will 
not  ultimately  receive  in  a  fuller  manner  from  Mr.  Jay  and  their 
other  Ministers;  to  the  former  of  whom  I  communicate  instantly 
every  information  I  can  procure  here,  or  by  my  foreign  correspond- 
ence. I  have  been  induced  to  continue  this  correspondence  from 
another  motive,  which  is,  that  I  find  that  others  employed  as  sec- 
retaries here,  are  directed  by  their  respective  Courts  to  write  either 
to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  or  the  particular  Secretary  of 
their  Sovereigns.  The  only  letter  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
receive  from  Mr.  Lovell  since  I  have  been  in  this  country,  approved 
of  my  endeavors  to  communicate  early  and  regular  information  ;  but 
if  it  is  expected  1  should  do  it  effectually,  I  hope  a  cypher  will  be 
sent  me  by  the  first  safe  conveyance,  under  cover  to  Mr.  Harrison  at 
Cadiz,  or  to  our  Consul  in  France,  with  directions  to  those  gentle- 
men to  forward  the  letter  enclosing  it,  by  a  sure  hand,  to  escape  the 
inspection  of  the  post  offices  in  France  and  Spain,  the  dread  of 
which  often  retards  my  letters,  which  I  am  now  obliged  to  send  to 
the  seaports,  by  private  persons,  or  the  couriers  of  the  French 
Ambassador.  Once  possessed  of  a  cypher,  I  flatter  myself  that  few 
vessels  will  sail  from  France  or  this  country  without  letters  from  me, 
which,  although  often  not  interesting,  may  yet  in  some  degree 
contribute  to  the  satisfaction  of  Congress. 

Our  affairs  are  in  much  the  same  situation  they  were  when  I  had 
the  honor  to  forward  the  abovementioned  letter  to  the  Committee. 
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M.  Del  Campo's  sickness,  from  which  he  is  but  just  recovered,  is  the 
occasion  or  pretext  for  this  delay.  His  appointment,  however,  has 
been  finally  announced  to  Mr.  Jay  by  the  Minister,  and  was  made 
at  the  time  mentioned  in  my  former  letters.  It  is  probable  tliat  little 
will  be  done  in  this  business  until  the  Court  goes  to  the  Pardo  the 
7th  of  next  month.  A  principle  of  delicacy,  perhaps,  prevents  it 
from  seeming  at  present  to  precipitate  its  conduct,  in  consequence 
of  the  favorable  aspect  of  our  affairs,  since  the  news  of  the  capture 
of  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  the  victory  obtained  by  General  Greene  in 
South  Carolina.  But  the  delay  attending  the  transaction  of  the 
smallest  affair  in  this  country  is  a  sufficient  reason  to  account  for  the 
difficulties  Mr.  Jay  encounters  at  present,  without  surmising  other 
motives.  On  this  subject  I  speak  from  the  experience  of  almost  all 
the  corps  diplomatique,  as  well  as  from  the  authority  of  individuals 
who  have  much  business  with  the  various  branches  of  administration. 

The  news  abovementioned  was  received  apparently  with  great 
pleasure  by  the  King  and  Prince  of  Asturias,  as  I  was  informed  the 
same  day  by  several  of  their  officers  in  waiting.  The  public  at  large 
was  highly  satisfied,  and  has  spoken  more  favorably  since  of  our 
allies  than  it  has  done  from  the  commencement  of  the  war.  The 
foreign  Ministers  were  not  all  so  well  pleased  with  this  event, 
particularly  those  of  Germany,  Russia,  and  Denmark.  However,  in 
general,  they  regard  it  as  a  blow  which  decides  the  independence  of 
the  States.  The  new  Minister  of  Sweden  is  open  in  declaring  his 
partiality  for  our  cause,  and  signified  that  he  would  have  waited  on 
Mr.  Jay  on  his  arrival  here,  as  it  is  the  custom  of  those  last  come  to 
do,  if  no  other  Minister  had  arrived  here  since  Mr.  Jay's  residence 
who  had  not  done  it.  His  conduct  to  myself  shows  that  this  was 
not  a  mere  compliment,  for  he  has  invited  me  several  times  to  dine 
with  him,  and  visited  me.  He  is  a  particular  friend,  I  believe,  of  M. 
Marbois,  for  he  speaks  highly  of  him,  as  indeed  all  do,  whom  I  have 
conversed  with,  that  have  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 

The  Imperial  and  Swedish  Ministers  declare  that  their  respective 
Sovereigns  will  reclaim  all  vessels  under  their  colors,  going  to  or 
returning  from  America,  which  comply  with  the  articles  of  the  armed 
neutrality;  and  it  has  been  hinted  to  me  that  it  was  not  difficult  to 
obtain  letters  of  naturalization  for  the  crews  of  American  vessels, 
provided  the  nominal  officers  are  subjects  of  either  country.  The 
Court  has  at  length  consented  to  repay  the  money  advanced  in  April 
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last  by  the  Marquis  de  Yranda,  but  has  not  enabled  Mr.  Jay  to  pay 
the  bills  due  this  month,  and,  as  Dr.  Franklin  has  not  authorised  him 
to  draw,  M.  Cabarrus,  as  I  expected  in  my  last,  has  consented  to 
advance  the  sum  sufficient  for  this  purpose,  amounting  to  thirty-two 
thousand  dollars.  Perhaps  Dr.  Franklin  may  soon  enable  Mr.  Jay 
to  repay  him. 

Thirty  thousand  pounds  sterling  would  pay  all  our  debts  here, 
which  distress  us  more  than  the  apprehension  of  not  receiving  our 
salaries,  of  which,  though  liberal,  we  have  constant  need,  owing  to 
the  dearness  of  everything  in  this  country,  and  the  great  expense 
incurred  by  the  frequent  change  of  residence  of  the  Court,  which 
circumstance  obliges  us  to  take  lodgings  at  the  royal  residences ;  and 
which  expense  the  frequent  journeys  that  we  were  constrained  to 
make  on  account  of  our  other  business  in  Madrid  greatly  augment. 
I  should  not  touch  on  this  subject,  if  Dr.  Franklin  had  not  desired 
me  to  mention  to  Congress  our  personal  difficulties  and  distresses,  for 
I  believe,  with  all  the  desire  he  has  to  serve  us,  he  procures  with 
difficulty  sufficient  funds  for  the  payment  of  our  salaries. 

The  expeditions  mentioned  in  my  former  letters  are  now  both 
probably  at  sea;  that  from  France  sailed  the  10th  instant,  and  I 
know  of  a  certainty  that  orders  have  been  sent  to  Cadiz  to  hasten 
the  departure  of  the  ships  and  troops  at  that  post.  The  French 
ships  there,  mentioned  in  my  last,  take  on  board  a  millit)n  of  dollars, 
and  M.  de  Bussy,  who  formerly  signalized  himself  in  the  East  Indies, 
has  gone  thither  incognito  by  land,  accompanied  by  several  officers 
who  have  but  lately  returned  from  the  East.  It  is  therefore  highly 
probable  that  these  vessels,  joined  by  others,  go  thither,  and  will 
take  under  their  escort  a  part  of  the  troops  embarked  at  Brest. 

No  great  progress  is  made  in  the  sieges  of  Gibraltar  and  Mahon  ; 
on  the  27th  ultimo,  the  enemy  made  a  sally  from  the  former  place, 
in  which  they  did  more  damage  than  has  been  published  here, 
having  completely  ruined  the  advanced  works  of  the  besiegers,  the 
repair  of  which  will  require  some  time  and  much  money.  At 
Mahon,  the  rainy  season  has  retarded  the  operation  of  the  assailants. 
1  am  just  told  the  Due  de  Crillon  demands  a  reinforcement  of  two 
thousand  men,  which  will  be  granted  to  him.  The  enemy  receive 
small  succors  from  time  to  time  by  sea.  The  Court  is  about  to 
negociate  another  loan,  in  which,  if  it  does  not  succeed,  perhaps 
it  must  have  recourse  to  another  emission  of  paper.     The  treasury 
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is  at  a  low  ebb.  The  Minister  of  Marine  demanded  lately  ten 
millions  of  reals,  and  received  but  three.  The  credit  of  the  paper 
has  lately  risen  ;  it  is  not  negociated  at  one  and  a  half  per  cent.  loss. 

A  plan  for  a  national  bank  is  at  present  before  the  Council.  The 
projector,  M.  Cabarrus,  proposes  to  form  a  capital  of  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars,  of  which  he  offers  to  procure  six  millions ;  each  action  to 
amount  to  two  thousand  reals,  for  which  the  proprietors  receive  a 
certain  interest  of  four  per  cent.,  with  the  profits  expected  from  this 
establishment.  I  have  seen  the  plan,  but  had  not  permission  to  copy 
it,  so  that  I  can  give  but  a  faint  sketch  of  it.  Eight  directors  are 
to  be  chosen  the  first  year,  and  six  annually,  by  the  assembly  of  the 
proprietors ;  two  of  these  directors  are  to  be  perpetual,  because  it  is 
proposed  that  they  should  have  the  direction  of  the  supplies  for  the 
army  and  navy,  with  an  interest  of  ten  per  cent,  to  the  emolument 
of  the  bank ;  these  two  directors  are  to  be  named  by  the  Court,  out 
of  four  chosen  by  the  proprietors ;  in  other  respects  the  Court  to 
have  no  influence.  If  this  plan,  which  was  originally  a  part  of  the 
scheme  for  the  circulation  of  paper  here,  should  succeed,  the  paper 
which  will  be  discounted  by  it  will  probably  preserve  its  credit. 
The  Gromios,  companies  possessed  of  exclusive  privileges,  will  be 
annihilated,  and  much  money  now  dormant  in  the  coffers  of  indi- 
viduals be  called  into  circulation.  The  Gromios  pay  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  interest,  and  the  bank  four,  which  difference,  joined  to  the 
hopes  of  farther  profits,  will  tempt  the  money  holders  to  withdraw 
their  funds  from  the  hands  of  the  first,  and  place  them  in  the  latter. 
But  these  companies  and  their  friends  oppose  it  strongly,  as  do  also 
the  persons  employed  in  supplying  the  army  and  navy,  with  whom,  it 
is  said,  people  in  various  departments  of  Government  have  interested 
connexions. 

The  Courts  of  France  and  Spain  seem  determined  to  continue  the 
war  with  vigor ;  and  you  will  see  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain's 
speech  that  he  is  not  disposed  to  accommodation.  The  Empress  of 
Russia  still  continues  her  endeavors  to  bring  about  a  peace  between 
England  and  Holland,  to  which  the  British  Ministry  has  lately 
appeared  to  listen,  although  in  a  haughty  manner.  I  am  told  the 
Republican  party  is  more  exasperated  than  ever  by  their  answer  to 
Russia,  which  is  published.  But  your  information  will  be  jnuch 
more  accurate  from  Mr.  Adams  than  any  that  I  can  procure.  My 
correspondents  from  France  write  me  that  the  nation  is  mucli  elated 
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by  the  late  triumph  of  the  allied  arms.  This  success,  and  the 
flourishing  state  of  their  commerce,  reconcile  them  to  the  war,  the 
continuance  of  which  their  Ambassador  here  regards  as  inevitable. 

The  resolution  of  Congress  prohibiting  all  intercourse  between  the 
citizens  of  America  and  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  gives  a  secret 
satisfaction,  both  in  France  and  this  country,  and  augments  the 
jealousy  of  others,  that  the  influence  of  France  will  exclude  at  the 
peace  all  amicable  connexions  between  the  States  and  Great  Britain; 
at  least,  this  is  the  language  of  several  of  the  foreign  Ministers  and 
their  families.  The  Imperial  Ambassador  has  lately  made  repre- 
sentations on  account  of  an  ordinance,  rigorously  executed  of  late  in 
the  ports,  obliging  all  captains  of  vessels  to  make  an  oath  declaratory 
of  the  contents  of  all  packages,  &;c.,  he,  on  board  their  vessels. 
He  has  endeavored  to  make  this  a  common  cause.  The  commerce 
murmurs  against  this,  and  other  regulations  lately  enforced.  It  must 
be  confessed  that  Spain  seems  desirous  to  discourage  all  commerce 
carried  on  by  foreigners,  and  bears  as  hard  on  their  allies  as  on 
neutral  nations.  Whenever  a  peace  takes  place  France  will  be 
constrained  to  make  a  new  convention  on  this  subject.  At  present 
this  Court  feels  its  importance,  and  the  Cabinet  of  Versailles  has 
points  of  a  nature  so  much  more  interesting  to  carry,  that  it  takes 
little  notice  of  the  breach  of  conventions  actually  subsisting.  By  a 
late  ordinance  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  was  imposed  upon  all  produce  brought  in  American  vessels 
from  the  Havana.  Mr.  Jay  has  made  representations  on  this  subject 
which,  I  hope,  will  be  attended  to.  M.  Galvez  appeared  well 
disposed  to  withdraw  them.  It  appears,  also,  to  be  the  intention  of 
the  present  Minister  to  diminish  the  consumption  of  salt  fish,  to  pave 
the  way,  as  their  friends  give  out,  for  its  total  exclusion  at  the  peace, 
unless  cured  and  imported  by  the  natives ;  for  this  purpose  they 
have  obtained  bills  of  indulgence  from  the  Pope  permitting  the  use 
of  meat  during  Lent,  and  on  other  days  on  which  it  was  prohibited. 
The  price  of  these  indulgences  is  proportioned  to  the  rank  of  the 
purchaser.  It  is  calculated  that  the  sale  of  them  in  the  Spanish 
dominions  will  produce  two  millions  of  dollars  annually  ;  so  that  a 
double  advantage  is  derived  from  this  operation,  the  extraction  of 
money  for  fish  is  prevented,  and  the  revenue  considerably  aug- 
mented. 

The  present  Ministry  seem  firmly  established  in  their  respective 
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posts.  The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca's  health  does  not  permit  him 
to  give  constant  application  to  business,  but  is  not  of  so  dangerous  a 
nature  as  to  cause  any  apprehension.  The  Ministers  of  the  Indies 
and  Marine  keep  their  ground  in  the  King's  favor,  although  they 
have  many  enemies.  If  the  disturbances  in  America  should  increase 
the  credit  of  the  first  may  be  weakened.  The  latter,  although 
disliked  by  his  colleagues  and  disapproved  by  France,  preserves  the 
Sovereign's  good  graces.  He  has  one  merit,  which  is,  his  constant 
attention  to  the  safety  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  a  merit  that  may  fix  him 
in  his  place,  but  which  renders  him  odious  to  the  nation  and  its 
allies,  who  wish  to  see  it  more  actively  employed. 

I  am  afraid  these  particulars  may  appear  trivial  to  Congress,  to 
whom  I  should  be  happy  to  make  more  important  communications ; 
these  are  not  to  be  obtained  but  by  the  dint  of  money  or  by  a  long 
residence  and  intimacy  with  persons  in  the  various  departments  of 
Government.  The  first  we  have  not  for  the  most  pressing  exigencies, 
and  the  latter  our  at  present  doubtful  situation  at  this  Court  precludes 
us  from  in  some  degree ;  although  neither  attentions  nor  endeavors 
have  been  omitted  to  make  useful  acquaintances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Madrid,  December  24th,  1781. 
Sir, 
Yesterday  Mr.  Jay  had  an  audience  of  his  Excellency  the  Count 
de  Florida  Blanca,  in  which  that  Minister,  in  the  most  express 
terms,  assured  him  he  might  depend  on  receiving  three  millions  of 
reals,  to  pay  such  bills  as  he  had  already  accepted.  This  sum,  with 
near  eighteen  thousand  dollars  received  already,  and  twenty-five 
thousand  promised  by  the  Court  of  France,  will  fully  answer  this 
purpose;  and  I  still  hope  ways  and  means  will  be  found  to  furnish 
funds  for  the  bills  which  have  not  yet  been  presented,  and  which  for 
some  weeks  come  to  hand  slowly.  The  Minister  also  promised  his 
good  offices  with  the  Court  of  Portugal,  and  informed  Mr.  Jay  that 
previous  to  his  application  he  had  endeavored  to  induce  the  Ministry 
of  that  nation  to  conduct  itself,  with  respect  to  the  States,  in  a 
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manner  more  agreeable  to  the  rights  of  humanity  and  the  law  of 
nations  founded  on  those  rights,  but  that  the  parly  in  favor  of  Great 
Britain  preponderated  hitherto. 

I  have  had  opportunities  of  speaking  several  times  on  this  subject 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Embassy  of  Portugal  here,  and  once  to  the 
Ambassador.  Each  seemed  sensible  of  the  injustice  of  the  first  step 
of  the  Court,  and  owned  it  more  easy  to  do  an  injury  than  to  repair 
it.  If  the  Congress  should  be  in  a  situation  to  make  strong  repre- 
sentations to  that  Court,  with  a  recapitulation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
States  during  the  whole  war  in  respect  to  Portugal,  they  may  be 
possibly  attended  with  success,  particularly  if  they  should  accede  to 
the  armed  neutrality,  to  which  they  are  strongly  pressed  by  Russia 
at  present.  The  Minister  also  engaged  to  do  justice  to  certain 
Americans  who  carried  a  British  privateer  to  the  Canaries ;  and,  in 
short,  seemed  exceedingly  well  disposed  to  render  the  States  every 
service  in  his  power.  I  cannot  forbear,  however,  mentioning  to  the 
Committee  that  he  spoke  with  much  chagrin  of  the  adherence  of 
Congress  to  points  which,  in  his  opinion,  rendered  a  treaty  imprac- 
ticable for  the  present,  and  although  pressed  on  that  subject  by  Mr. 
Jay,  I  doubt  whether  he  will  give  his  sentiments  thereon  in  writing. 
He  also  seemed  exceedingly  apprehensive  of  the  efficacy  of  the 
means  employed  by  Sir  H.  Clinton  to  sow  jealousy  and  discord 
among  the  States,  and  even  in  Congress,  and  said  that  the  letters 
lately  received  by  the  British  Court  from  the  officer  abovementioned 
gave  great  hopes  of  success  in  this  particular.  In  fine,  he  assured 
Mr.  Jay  that  considerable  sums  of  money  would  be  employed  for 
this  purpose,  and  as  I  am  convinced  this  Court  received  its  informa- 
tion from  a  person  equally  employed  by  that  of  London,  I  fear  it 
will  be  difficult  to  remove  these  suspicions  until  time  shows  how 
ill-founded  they  are. 

In  the  mean  time^  unanimity  and  force  in  America  are  the  best 
arms  of  the  States  there,  and  their  best  arguments  in  Europe.  To 
which,  if  much  complaisance  to  the  Spanish  King  and  nation  is 
added,  even  in  objects  not  essential,  the  Congress  will  enable  their 
servants  to  defeat  the  designs  of  the  British  emissary  and  their  party 
here  so  long  as  the  present  King  lives.  According  to  present 
appearances,  the  war  is  likely  to  continue.  Although  I  have  already 
written  you  particularly  on  the  subject,  I  now  repeat  that  the  Court 
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is  in  the  way  of  negociating  its  loans  for  the  expenses  of  the  ensuing 
year,  and  that  it  expects  some  treasure  from  America.  At  Cadiz 
they  have  twenty-nine  sail-of-the-line  ready  for  sea.  The  blockade 
of  Gibraltar  is  continued  with  tolerable  success  hitherto.  The  Count 
d'Estaing  was  not  arrived  in  France  by  the  last  advices.  This  delay 
will  retard  the  operations  intended  for  our  succor. 

The  death  of  the  Empress  Queen  will  probably  kindle  the  flame 
of  war  in  Europe,  though  perhaps  not  in  the  ensuing  year.  lam 
told  from  good  authority  the  Emperor  is  favorably  disposed  to  Eng- 
land. His  Ambassador  and  Mr.  Cumberland  are  very  intimate,  and 
see  each  other  every  day.  The  residence  here  of  the  latter  is 
extraordinary  in  the  present  situation  of  the  two  nations,  and  can 
only  be  accounted  for  on  the  principles  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
mention  in  former  letters.  If  I  may  be  allowed  to  conjecture,  I 
think  Holland  will  be,  sooner  or  later,  involved  in  the  war,  and  that 
orders  have  already  been  given  by  the  Court  of  England  to  attack 
their  possessions  in  the  East  Indies.  This,  however,  is  but  a  con- 
jecture, although  grounded  on  some  share  of  political  evidence. 

The  British  Parliament  is  prorogued  to  the  23d  of  January. 
Their  grand  fleet  is  at  sea.  Mr.  Trumbull  has  been  arrested  in 
England,  and  several  Americans  obliged  to  fly  and  abscond,  among 
whom  there  is  one  of  my  correspondents.  I  have  received  advice 
that  several  were  included  in  the  number  to  be  arrested  whom  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  Government  to  seize,  in  order  to  give  them  an 
opportunity  of  returning  to  America  with  more  eclat,  to  be  in  a 
situation  of  rendering  greater  services  to  Great  Britain.  I  hope  this 
advice  is  without  foundation,  but,  having  received  it,  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  communicate  it,  because  circumspection  can  do  us  no 
material  injury.  M.  Gardoqui  will  scarcely  take  his  departure  until 
all  negociations  are  at  an  end,  and  the  campaign  shall  have  com- 
menced. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

P.  S.  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  has  presented  another  memorial  to  the 
States,  more  insolent  than  the  former.  The  armed  neutrality  pro- 
pose to  have  forty  sail-of-the-line  next  spring  in  the  ports  of  Holland. 

W.  C. 
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TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

^.  Madrid,  February  18th,  1782. 

I  have  just  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  20th 
of  December,  and  seize  the  earliest  opportunity  of  acknowledging 
the  satisfaction  I  feel  in  the  hope  of  a  more  regular  correspondence 
than  I  have  hitherto  had  with  your  department.  The  moment  I 
was  informed,  indirectly,  of  your  appointment,  I  did  myself  the 
honor  of  addressing  you.  My  first  letter  was  dated  the  same  day 
you  wrote  the  one  abovementioned.  On  the  24th  ultimo,  I  again 
solicited  your  attention,  and  as  I  sent  quadruplicates  of  these  letters, 
I  think  I  may  venture  to  refer  you  to  their  contents  for  accounts  of 
the  state  of  affairs  and  the  general  intelligence  at  the  time  of  writing 
them. 

I  find  by  your  letter  that  mine  written  in  the  month  of  September 
had  not  reached  Congress.  I  sent  three  copies,  via  Bilboa,  by  the 
Captains  Tracy,  Cook,  and  another,  whose  name  my  correspondents 
omitted  to  mention  to  me.  I  have  had  the  mortification  to  hear 
lately  that  these  vessels  were  all  taken  on  the  coasts  of  America. 
The  fourth  copy  was  sent  from  France,  so  that  I  still  hope  it  may 
have  escaped  the  misfortune  of  the  others.  Nothing  gives  me, 
or  can  give  me,  more  pleasure  than  the  idea  of  contributing  to  the 
satisfaction  of  Congress,  while  I  fill  a  duty  which  a  sense  of  their 
confidence  and  a  desire  of  meriting  a  continuance  of  it  imposes  on 
me.  I  am  only  sorry  that  my  abilities  and  opportunities  do  not 
correspond  with  my  wishes,  to  render  my  communications  more 
useful.  I  have  already  requested  you  in  the  letters  abovementioned 
to  point  out  the  line  of  my  duty. 

I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  what  you  mention  with  respect 
to  my  apprehension  of  being  sent  to  Corunna,  and  having  your 
sanction  to  direct  my  conduct  in  future.  I  shall  implicitly  follow 
Mr.  Jay's  directions,  should  he  even  choose  to  send  me  as  a  courier 
to  be  the  bearer  of  despatches  to  the  sea-ports.  The  reason  assigned 
in  your  letter,  joined  to  others  which  I  had  the  honor  to  mention  in 
mine  to  the  Committee,  were  such  as  I  suggested  when  I  expressed 
a  reluctance  to  be  employed  with  discretionary  powers  in  this 
business.  I  was  prepared,  however,  to  execute  Mr.  Jay's  orders, 
but  1  believe  ulterior  reflections,  and  the  advice  of  the  French 
Ambassador,  induced  him  to  relinquish  the  idea  of  sending  me. 
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I  have  no  cypher  from  Mr.  Morris,  and  have  seen  none  from  him. 
I  must,  therefore,  again  request  you  to  forward  me  one,  under  cover 
to  Messrs.  Barclay  and  Harrison,  with  directions  to  those  gentlemen 
to  forward  your  letters  by  private  hands,  and  not  by  the  post,  for  I 
fear  that  one  you  sent  to  Mr.  Jay  has  been  intercepted.  No  delicacy 
is  preserved  by  this  Court  on  this  head.  This  practice  is  not  con- 
fined to  us,  but  extends  to  the  correspondence  of  all  the  corps 
diplomatique.  It  has  happened  that  in  the  hurry  of  resealing  letters 
thus  examined,  papers  belonging  to  the  department  in  which  they 
were  opened  have  been  carelessly  enclosed  by  the  Secretary,  and 
returned  to  the  Minister  by  the  person  to  whom  the  letters  were 
addressed.  Without  a  cypher  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  be  so 
punctual  as  may  be  expected,  for  at  present  I  am  obliged  to  send 
most  of  my  letters  by  private  hands  or  by  the  French  Ambassador's 
couriers  to  the  sea-ports,  which  circumstance  often  retards  their 
arrival  in  America. 

Our  situation  with  respect  to  money  matters  is  still  critical.  The 
drafts  which  Dr.  Franklin  is  obliged  to  pay  are  so  frequent,  that  he 
has  not  been  able  to  obtain  cash  to  enable  Mr.  Jay  to  discharge  the 
bills  accepted  by  him  here,  for  which  M.  Cabarrus,  as  has  been 
mentioned  in  former  letters,  is  nearly  forty  thousand  dollars  in 
advance.  Happily  there  are  few  bills  due  until  the  middle  of  next 
month,  which  will  give  Dr.  Franklin  time  to  endeavor  to  save  our 
credit  here,  and  to  this  Ministry  to  reflect  on  the  consequence  of 
denying  us  this  small  succor.  The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  has 
been  lately  solicited  on  this  subject  by  the  French  Ambassador,  and 
without  giving  hopes  of  affording  the  sum  demanded,  he  promised  to 
do  what  the  urgency  of  their  own  wants  permit  him  to  do  for  us.  In 
this  conversation  he  appeared  dissatisfied  that  Congress  had  taken 
no  notice  of  the  desire  he  had  expressed  of  obtaining  one  of  the 
vessels  constructing  in  the  eastern  ports,  for  the  United  States,  and 
complained  that  no  returns  had  been  made  by  the  States  to  the 
proofs  the  King  had  manifested  of  his  favorable  disposition  towards 
them.     In  fact  their  own  necessities  are  evident. 

In  addition  to  what  I  have  heretofore  mentioned  on  this  head,  I 
have  lately  been  informed  from  good  authority,  that  a  person  to 
whom  the  Crown  is  indebted  twelve  millions  of  reals,  in  order  to 
obtain  payment,  has  been  constrained  to  propose  to  purchase  the 
salt  belonging  to  his  Majesty,  to  the  amount  of  twenty-four  millions 
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of  reals,  for  the  payment  of  which,  after  deducting  the  sum  due  to 
him,  he  is  obHged  to  advance  immediately  five  millions  of  reals, 
although  he  has  little  hopes  of  disembarrassing  himself  shortly  of 
such  an  immense  quantity  of  an  article,  for  which  there  is  little 
demand  at  present.  The  Minister,  to  soften  the  harshness  of  his 
refusal  to  make  further  advances,  informed  the  Count  de  Montmorin 
that  M.  Del  Campo's  instructions  would  be  ready  in  a  few  days,  and 
that  Mr.  Jay  might  then  commence  his  conferences  on  the  subject 
of  the  proposed  treaty.  If  I  may  be  allowed  to  hazard  a  conjecture 
again  on  this  subject,  I  must  repeat  what  I  have  often  mentioned 
already,  that  Spain  seems  desirous  to  retard  this  business  until  a 
general  treaty  takes  place.  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  unworthy  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  prepare  eventual  resolutions  should  this 
prove  to  be  the  intentions  of  the  Court. 

Since  commencing  this  letter  we  have  the  agreeable  news  of  the 
capitulation  of  Mahon,  in  twenty-eight  days  after  the  trenches  were 
opened.  The  garrison  are  prisoners  of  war,  and,  including  sailors, 
&;c.,  amount  to  two  thousand  six  hundred  men.  Sickness,  which 
reduced  their  number  of  effective  men  to  one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred, unwholesome  provision,  fatigue,  and  despair  of  succor,  are  the 
motives  assigned  by  the  Governor  for  the  surrender  of  this  important 
place,  which  has  cost  Spain  two  hundred  killed  and  three  hundred 
wounded.  The  joy  of  the  Court  is  excessive.  The  Count  de 
Florida  Blanca  has  the  merit  of  having  planned  this  expedition.  It 
is  said  the  fortifications  are  to  be  entirely  ruined,  and  the  port  ren- 
dered incapable  of  receiving  large  vessels.  The  officer  charged  with 
the  despatches,  announcing  this  event,  accuses  our  allies  of  having 
shown  a  backwardness  and  reluctance  to  assist  in  this  siege,  which 
has  excited  much  indignation  here.  The  Princess  of  Asturias  said 
publicly  at  dinner,  that  the  Spaniards  had  taken  Fort  St.  Phillip's 
in  sight  of  four  thousand  spectators,  (meaning  the  French  troops.) 
I  had  this  from  a  foreign  Minister  who  was  present.  I  am  persuaded 
the  charge  is  without  foundation,  but  still  it  will  have  a  bad 
effect,  and  augment  a  national  animosity,  which  prevails  too  much 
already. 

It  is  probable  that  the  siege  of  Gibraltar  will  now  be  pushed  with 
more  vigor.  It  is  the  King's  favorite  object,  and  the  Due  de  Crillon 
I  know  is  of  opinion  that  it  may  be  taken.  His  late  success  will 
give  weight  to  his  opinion.     I  have  been  told  that  the  Irish  who 
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obtained  permission  to  return  to  the  sea-ports,  after  being  exiled 
from  thence  for  several  months,  will  again  be  ordered  to  quit  them. 
This  circumstance  induces  me  to  believe  that  strong  efforts  will  be 
made  to  take  Gibraltar.  The  Spanish  fleet  has  returned  to  Cadiz, 
where  it  will  not  remain  long,  the  magazines  being  abundantly 
provided,  and  although  there  is  no  great  number  of  workmen,  or 
docks,  for  the  repairs  of  vessels-of-the-line,  yet  as  few  of  the  vessels 
have  suffered  in  their  cruise  these  inconveniences  will  not  be  felt. 
The  Count  de  Guichen  was  ready  for  sea  the  28th  ultimo,  and 
only  waited  for  a  wind.  His  fleet  consists  of  ten  sail-of-the-line, 
which  has  under  its  convoy  fifty  sail  of  transports ;  five  of  the  first 
mentioned  are  destined  for  Cadiz,  to  join  the  Spanish  fleet,  which 
will  then  be  superior  to  any  the  enemy  can  assemble  in  the  seas  of 
Europe.  Admiral  Rodney  was  still  in  the  Channel  the  22d  ultimo, 
and  will  probably  push  for  the  West  Indies,  without  any  transports ; 
the  convoys  for  the  West  and  East  Indies,  and  America,  not  being 
yet  in  readiness.  It  is  said  that  great  reinforcements  are  to  be  sent 
to  these  quarters.  Lord  George  Germain,  it  is  said,  will  resign,  and 
be  succeeded  by  Mr.  Ellis. 

The  Russian  and  Imperial  Ministers  still  interpose  their  good 
offices  to  mediate  a  peace.  The  neutral  Ministers  say  here,  that 
Lord  Stormont,  in  a  late  conversation  with  the  first  mentioned, 
declared  with  heat,  that  his  Sovereign  would  treat  with  France  on 
the  subject  of  our  independence  when  a  French  army  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Tower  of  London,  and  not  before,  and  that  they  would 
negociate  with  Spain  for  the  cession  of  Gibraltar  in  exchange  for  the 
city  of  Madrid.  I  should  not  commit  this  extravagance  to  paper  if 
I  had  not  heard  it  mentioned  by  the  Count  de  Montmorin,  and  other 
Ministers. 

Mr.  Adams  has  demanded  a  categorical  answer  from  the  States- 
General  to  the  proposition  made  them  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States.  The  Dutch  Secretary  here  informs  me  that  his  letter  was  well 
received.  The  Dutch  Minister  at  this  Court  has  invited  me  to  his 
house  since  the  presentation  of  the  abovementioned  demand  I  have 
lately  had  conversation  with  the  Swedish  Minister,  which  I  hope 
will  enable  me  two  months  hence  to  give  you  some  information  of 
the  disposition  of  his  Court.  This  Minister  is  exceedingly  well 
disposed  to  forward  a- connexion  between  Sweden  and  America,  as 
is  the  Baron  de  Ramel,  formerly  Minister  here,  now  Vice  Chan- 
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cellor  of  Sweden,  to  whose  good  offices  I  believe  I  owe  the  counte- 
nance and  civilities  of  its  representative  here. 

The  cedula  for  the  bank  will  appear  shortly.  I  shall  take  care 
to  forward  that,  and  any  other  paper  that  I  think  worthy  your  atten- 
tion. I  have  sent  the  Madrid  Gazette  to  Mr.  Harrison,  and  have 
desired  him  to  forward  it  in  future.  This  gentleman  is  every  way 
deserving  your  esteem  and  notice.  He  acts  at  present  as  Consul  for 
America  at  Cadiz,  and  has  been  very  useful  there.  His  good  sense 
and  agreeable  manners  have  acquired  the  good  will  of  natives  and 
foreigners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,      WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Madrid,  February  27th,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  did  myself  the  honor  of  addressing  you  the  18th  instant,  which 
1  enclosed  in  the  first  copy  of  this.  My  letter  of  the  18th  contained 
all  the  intelligence  of  the  slate  of  our  affairs  in  Holland  which  had 
come  to  my  knowledge.  My  mind  is  now  full  of  another  object,  for 
I  have  the  mortification  to  inform  you  that  unless  Mr.  Jay  is  enabled 
by  Dr.  Franklin  in  a  few  days  to  pay  the  drafts  he  has  accepted,  he 
will  be  obliged  to  stop  payment.  I  am  persuaded  the  latter  has 
done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  extricate  us  from  this  cruel  situation, 
but  he  has  had  so  many  other  bills  to  answer,  and  France  is  itself  so 
pushed  for  money,  that  hitherto  he  has  not  been  able  to  succeed,  nor 
indeed  to  pay  us  regularly  our  salaries. 

This  Court  has  at  length  consented  to  pay  us  the  balance  of  the 
three  millions,  promised  last  year,  which  amounts  to  near  twenty- 
six  thousand  dollars,  but  this  money  is  in  some  sort  appropriated  to 
the  repayment  of  the  advances  made  for  two  months  past  by  M. 
Cabarrus,  who,  after  the  conversation  he  has  had  with  the  Minister, 
is  discouraged  from  making  equal  advances.  Less  than  twenty 
thousand  pounds  sterling  would  now  pay  all  our  debts  in  this  country. 
I  shall  not  despair  until  the  bills  are  refused,  although  after  what  we 
have  experienced  here,  I  have  little  ground  to  hope.  The  Count  de 
Florida  Blanca  has  engaged  to  take  such  measures  as  that  Mr.  Jay 
shall  not  be  personally  exposed,  which,  without  the  interference  of 
Vol.  v.— 6 
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the  Court,  might  be  the  case,  as  he  is  not  acknowledged  in  a  public 
character. 

Mr.  Jay  has  not  yet  received  any  notice  that  M.  Del  Campo's 
instructions  are  ready.  That  gentleman  has  now  been  near  four 
months  named  for  this  business.  It  is  now  confidently  asserted  that 
the  works  at  Mahon  are  to  be  destroyed.  Two  ships-of-the-line,  and 
two  frigates,  have  sailed  from  Cadiz,  to  escort  the  transports  with 
troops  from  Minorca,  which,  it  is  said,  are  to  be  employed  in  the 
siege  of  Gibraltar.  I  know  of  a  certainty  that  the  Court  has  given 
orders  to  amass  considerable  sums  of  money  in  Andalusia.  The 
Count  de  Guichen  sailed  on  the  10th  instant,  and  we  expect  every 
day  to  hear  of  his  arrival  at  Cadiz  with  five  ships-of-the-line.  The 
English  East  Indian  convoy  sailed  the  26th  ultimo,  and  consists  of 
six  ships-of-the-line,  a  frigate,  and  nineteen  transports  and  ships  of 
the  company.  The  letters  and  papers  I  have  received  the  last  posts 
from  France  and  Holland  assert  that  since  the  arrival  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  and  Arnold  in  England,  the  King  is  resolved  to  continue  an 
offensive  war  in  America  at  every  hazard.  As  this  intelligence 
corresponds  with  the  character  of  the  King,  and  the  officers  above- 
mentioned,  some  credit  may  be  given  to  it.  It  has  been  asserted  in 
the  English  papers  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  was  negociating 
as  Elector  of  Hanover  with  Saxony,  to  take  into  pay  ten  thousand 
of  its  troops,  to  replace  the  like  number  to  be  drawn  from  Hanover 
for  the  American  war.  The  Charge  d'' Affaires  of  Saxony  at  this 
Court  assures  me  that  this  is  false. 

It  is  expected  by  the  friends  of  America  that  preparations  will  be 
early  made  to  repel  every  attack  the  enemy  may  be  in  force  to  make, 
and  if  occasion  presents  to  act  offensively.  I  have  nothing  to  add  to 
this  or  my  last,  but  that  a  copy  of  each  will  be  delivered  to  you  by 
Colonel  Livingston,  whose  zeal,  abilities,  application,  and  prudent 
conduct,  have  acquired  him  general  esteem,  and  have  made  his 
departure  regretted  by  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 
Mr.  Vaughan,  who  accompanies  him,  was  strongly  recommended  to 
me  by  Dr.  Franklin,  and  I  have  found  him  every  way  worthy  of  his 
recommendation.  These  gentlemen  will  be  able  to  give  more  ample 
details  of  general  hitelligence  than  I  can  do  by  letter,  and  of  a  later 
date  than  this. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 
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TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Madrid,  April  14th,  1782. 
Sir, 

A  violent  defluxion  of  the  eyes,  which  was  epidemical  here  this 
winter,  incapacitated  me  for  near  three  weeks  after  the  date  of  my 
last  from  writing,  and  the  perplexed  and  uncertain  situation  of  our 
affairs  here  for  some  time  past  induced  me  not  to  do  myself  the 
honor  of  addressing  you  until  I  could  inform  you  in  what  manner  our 
difficulties  were  likely  to  have  a  period.  Indeed,  during  this  inter- 
val, my  time  was  so  much  engaged  by  the  bills  of  exchange  accepted 
by  Mr.  Jay,  and  the  conversations  I  held  with,  and  the  visits  I  was 
obliged  to  make  to,  the  various  persons  interested  in  this  affair,  that 
I  had  very  little  leisure  left  for  other  occupations. 

On  the  27th  of  February  I  expressed  my  apprehensions  for  the 
fate  of  our  accepted  bills,  although  I  could  not  but  hope  that  either 
this  Court  or  that  of  France  would  interfere  in  time  to  relieve  us  from 
this  cruel  mortification.  Whether  this  Court  withheld  its  aid  from 
expectation  that  the  French  Ambassador  was  secretly  instructed  to 
assist  us  as  on  a  former  occasion,  in  case  of  extreme  necessity ; 
whether  their  wants,  which  are  pressing,  occasioned  their  indecision ; 
or  whether  it  was  produced  by  the  secret  influence  and  artifices  of 
ill-disposed  persons,  I  will  not  pretend  to  say ;  but  the  fact  is,  that 
notwithstanding  the  frequent  representations  of  Mr.  Jay,  and  as 
frequent  good  offices  of  the  French  Ambassador,  the  Minister  did 
not,  until  the  day  before  Mr.  Jay  found  himself  under  the  absolute 
necessity  of  protesting  the  bills,  authorise  verbally  the  Count  de 
Montmorin  to  inform  Mr.  Jay  that  if  M.  Cabarrus  persisted  in  his 
former  intentions  of  making  the  necessary  advances,  he  would  see 
him  repaid  in  ten  or  twelve  months,  to  the  amount  of  forty  or  fifty 
thousand  current  dollars.  It  must  be  observed  that  this  consent  was 
given  the  day  after  M.  Del  Campo  had  been  informed  by  M. 
Cabarrus,  at  his  own  house,  of  the  terms  on  which  he  would  make 
the  advances  in  question.  These  terms  were  different  from  those  he 
had  frequently  repeated  to  Mr.  Jay  and  myself,  and  which  Mr.  Jay 
made  known  to  the  Minister  ;  but  I  believe  the  conversations  with 
the  latter  had  excited  apprehensions  of  his  not  being  reimbursed  even 
in  the  time  he  had  originally  proposed. 

These  apprehensions  were  augmented  by  finding  that  the  French 
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Ambassador  was  not  authorised  to  extricate  us  from  our  distress, 
although  the  Court  of  France  was  apprized  of  our  situation.  I  early 
remarked  these  fears,  and  endeavored  to  remove  them  by  every 
means  in  my  power.  I  was  clearly  of  opinion,  however,  that,  after 
the  conversation  abovementioned  with  M.  Del  Campo,  no  reliance 
could  be  placed  on  his  assistance  for  our  relief,  and  informed  Mr. 
Jay  of  my  conjectures  on  this  subject,  as  I  had  done  from  the  first 
moment  I  discovered  M.  Cabarrus's  fears  and  apprehensions.  This 
disappointment  constrained  Mr.  Jay  to  protest  a  number  of  bills, 
some  of  which  the  holders  had  the  complaisance  and  indulgence  to 
keep  by  them  near  three  weeks,  in  order  to  give  time  to  Mr.  Jay  to 
make  arrangements  for  their  payment.  Indeed,  the  whole  commer- 
cial interest  here  behaved  in  a  manner  that  scarce  could  be  expected 
from  persons  who  have  so  little  connexions  with  our  country,  and 
expressed  their  indignation  and  astonishment  that  the  Court  should 
expose  to  this  mortification,  for  a  sum  so  trifling,  a  country  united 
with  them  against  a  common  enemy.  The  foreign  Ministers  were 
not  less  surprised,  and  this  incident,  I  believe,  furnished  materials 
for  their  despatches  at  the  time,  and  has  occasioned  much  conjecture 
since. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin,  authorising  Mr.  Jay  to  draw  upon  him 
for  the  payment  of  the  bills  he  had  accepted,  soon  established  our 
credit  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  everybody  who  have  no  political 
connexions  to  influence  their  opinion,  and  the  news  from  England 
of  the  address  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  King,  to  put  an  end 
to  offensive  operations  in  America,  and  of  the  general  fermentation 
in  Ireland,  will  probably  give  a  more  favorable  aspect  to  our  aflairs 
here,  as  has  been  the  case  elsewhere.  Courier  after  courier  arrived 
from  the  Count  d'Aranda,  the  Spanish  Ambassador  at  Paris,  and 
several  Cabinet  councils  were  held  immediately  after  their  respective 
arrivals.  Each  of  these  couriers  announced  the  various  appearances 
of  a  change  in  the  British  Cabinet,  and  probably  gave  some  intelli- 
gence of  the  overtures  from  Great  Britain  made  to  Dr.  Franklin. 

The  flattering  prospect  of  our  affairs  in  Holland  may  contribute 
also  to  accelerate  the  conduct  of  others  with  respect  to  the  United 
States.  The  Minister  promised  Mr.  Jay,  some  time  ago,  that  the 
conferences  with  M.  Del  Campo,  on  the  subject  of  a  treaty,  should 
positively  take  place  at  Aranjues,  and  the  actual  crisis  of  affairs 
renders  it  probable  that  more  reliance  may  be  placed  on  this  than  on 
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former  assurances;  but  after  the  experience  we  have  had  of  the 
dilatorlness  of  this  Court,  I  cannot  flatter  myself  that  the  treaty  will 
be  very  speedily  concluded,  for  I  have  been  led  to  resume  my  former 
opinion,  that  this  Court  has  wished,  and  still  desires,  to  delay  the 
acknowledgment  of  our  independence,  until  a  general  treaty  of  peace 
shall  take  place.  The  Dutch  Minister  sent  for  me  immediately  after 
receiving  advice  that  Friesland  had  resolved  to  admit  Mr.  Adams  in 
a  public  character,  and  told  me  he  had  not  the  least  doubt  of  the 
other  Provinces  doing  the  same.  Indeed  I  heard  extracts  of  letters 
read,  from  persons  of  high  repute  in  this  Republic,  who  speak  of 
this  affair  as  a  matter  determined,  and  which  will  meet  with  no  other 
obstruction  than  what  arises  from  the  usual  formalities  and  delays 
in  the  constitution  of  that  Republic.  The  Swedish  Minister  daily 
expects  news  from  his  Court,  which  he  tells  me  he  hopes  will  prove 
agreeable. 

These  changes  in  the  political  situation  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  I  believe,  are  not  seen  by  Russia  and  Denmark 
with  pleasure,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  form  conjectures  from  the 
conduct  and  sentiments  of  their  respective  Ministers  here,  who 
cannot  conceal  their  chagrin  on  the  reception  of  any  news  favorable 
to  France,  Spain,  or  America.  Indeed,  most  of  the  neutral  nations 
seem  to  have  a  particular  aversion  to  this  Court,  excited,  as  they 
say,  by  its  conduct  with  respect  to  the  capture  and  detention  of  their 
vessels.  As  I  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  themselves,  or  their 
Secretaries,  very  often,  and  am  on  an  intimate  footing  with  the 
latter,  I  am  frequently  a  witness  of  their  complaints  and  murmurs. 
Congress  need  not,  therefore,  conclude  that  their  inattention  to  Mr. 
Jay's  memorial  is  pointed,  or  a  proof  of  its  ill  will,  for  I  have  seen 
near  eighty  memorials  from  a  Minister  more  nearly  connected  with 
them  than  we  are,  few  of  which  have  been  attended  to. 

The  capture  of  a  Danish  vessel  laden  with  powder  and  artillery, 
with  two  King's  officers  on  board,  and  instructions  from  the  Admi- 
ralty, has  excited  the  clamors  of  the  Danish  Minister  here,  who 
despatched  a  courier  to  Copenhagen  on  the  occasion.  I  am  promised 
a  statement  of  the  case  presented  by  the  Minister  abovementioned  to 
those  of  the  armed  neutrality,  and  copies  of  two  letters  from  the 
Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  one  to  the  Danish  Minister,  and  the  other 
to  the  neutral  Ministers  here,  which,  if  obtained,  shall  accompany 
this  letter. 
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Great  preparations  are  making  for  the  siege  of  Gibraltar.  The 
Due  de  Crillon  is  to  command  in  chief,  and  it  is  said  will  have  under 
his  orders  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-two  thousand  men,  including 
the  French  troops  at  Mahon ;  the  place  is  to  be  attacked  by  sea  and 
land,  and  I  hear  twelve  ships  are  bought  by  Government  to  be  fitted 
up  and  serve  as  floating  batteries.  This  operation  will  probably 
commence  in  July,  a  month  favorable  for  it  on  account  of  the  calms 
which  then  prevail.  The  loan  proposed  by  this  Court  in  Holland  is 
not  likely  to  meet  the  expected  success.  The  armaments  they  have 
equipped  and  are  equipping,  and  the  expensive  preparations  for  the 
siege  of  Gibraltar,  straiten  them  exceedingly  for  funds.  The  diffi- 
culties they  encounter  in  procuring  money,  and  the  alarming  state 
of  their  Colonies,  may  probably  dispose  them  to  peace  by  the  end 
of  the  present  campaign,  but  it  is  likely  their  claims  will  be  great, 
and  thought  extravagant  by  all  the  neutral  nations. 

I  have  frequently  mentioned  the  reports  of  disturbances  in  their 
Colonies.  It  is  difficult  to  obtain  accurate  information  on  this 
subject.  The  King  has  certainly  ratified  a  convention  made  with 
the  malcontents  at  Santa  Fe  and  in  its  neighborhood,  which  was 
transmitted  by  the  ecclesiastical,  civil,  and  military  officers,  with  their 
advice  to  accord  all  the  demands  therein  contained,  as  the  only 
means  to  prevent  the  total  revolt  of  these  Provinces.  I  have  reason 
to  believe  this  ratification  was  made  with  great  reluctance.  I  am 
also  promised  a  copy  of  this  convention,  which  I  shall  forward  with 
this  letter,  if  obtained  in  time. 

The  papers  are  full  of  the  Pope's  voyage  to  Vienna.  The 
Imperial  Secretary  here  assures  me  that  the  Emperor  will  not  recede 
from  the  plans  of  reformation  he  has  adopted.  Some  persons  having 
suggested  to  him  that  fanaticism  might  possibly  endeavor  to  put  a 
period  to  his  progress  by  assassination,  he  replied  that  he  had  no 
apprehensions  on  that  score,  for  his  brother's  firmness  and  sentiments 
being  known  to  be  the  same,  nothing  could  be  hoped  from  a  single 
assassination.  He  is  regarded  here  and  in  Portugal  as  a  heretic ; 
and  if  his  sight  should  be  affected  by  the  defluxion  on  his  eyes  at 
present,  this  misfortune  will  be  regarded  as  a  punishment  from 
Heaven,  inflicted  on  him  for  his  encroachments  on  the  church.  As 
I  know  you  will  receive  ample  details  of  all  that  regards  the  mission 
here  from  Mr.  Jay,  I  confine  myself  to  a  very  summary  detail  on  the 
subject,  in  order  to  supply,  in  a  small  degree,  the  loss  or  delay  of  his 
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more  important  despatches.     With  a  sincere  wish  that  my  intentions 
may  be  acceptable  to  Congress,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

P.  S.  April  29th,  1782. — The  enclosed  papers  are  copies  of  the 
letters  herein  mentioned.  Duplicates  have  been  already  sent  with 
their  translations.  The  despatches  of  Mr.  Jay  have  taken  up  so 
much  of  my  time  for  three  weeks  past  that  it  has  not  been  possible 
for  me  to  make  out  copies  of  the  translations  for  Major  Franks, 
the  bearer  of  the  present ;  and  the  great  earnestness  with  which  Mr. 
Jay  desires  to  send  him  away  prevents  my  sending  the  copy  of  the 
statement  of  the  case,  and  the  convention  made  with  the  disaffected 
in  Spanish  America.  Mr.  Jay's  information  is  so  explicit  that  it 
leaves  but  little  for  me  to  add,  which  1  shall  do  this  week  via 
Cadiz.  W.  C. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

Philadelphia,  May  1st,  1782. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  was  favored  with  your  letters  of  the  20th  of  December ;  that  of 
the  17th,  which  you  mention  to  have  written  to  the  late  Committee 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  never  came  to  hand.  If  you  have  received  my 
former  letter,  you  will  find  your  question  relative  to  the  continuance 
of  your  correspondence  already  answered.  But  lest  you  should  not, 
let  me  repeat  it,  by  assuring  you  that  it  will  always  give  me  very  ■ 
great  pleasure  to  hear  from  you.  The  channels  of  communication 
with  this  office  are  much  too  few  to  induce  me  to  shut  up  one  by 
which  we  receive  the  most  frequent  and  important  intelligence.  I 
shall  endeavor  to  send  you  a  cypher  by  this  or  the  next  safe  oppor- 
tunity, and  shall  after  that  look  for  a  strict  compliance  with  your 
promise.  I  make  no  remark  on  the  political  parts  of  your  letters, 
both  because  I  have  no  cypher  yet  settled  with  you,  and  because  I 
shall  always  write  fully  on  these  subjects  to  Mr.  Jay.  It  gives  me 
pleasure  to  see  the  train  you  are  establishing  to  procure  intelligence 
and  to  cultivate  the  esteem  of  persons  who  may  be  of  use  to  us. 
This  has  been,  and  is  still,  too  much  neglected  ;  but  that  neglect 
makes  your  address  and  attention  the  more  important. 

The  season  of  the  year,  and  the  inactivity  of  the  British,  deprive 
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me  of  the  means  of  making  a  full  return  for  the  intelligence  you 
communicate.  Our  attention  is  at  present  turned  to  an  object  which, 
though  apparently  small,  promises  to  have  consequences  of  some 
moment.  You  will  find  in  the  papers  enclosed  an  account  of  the 
execution  of  a  militia  officer,  Captain  Huddy,  by  a  band  of  Tories, 
on  some  false  pretences.  The  General  has  demanded  the  perpe- 
trators of  this  crime,  or  threatened  to  retaliate  upon  some  British 
officer  of  equal  rank.  As  his  letter  does  him  honor  I  enclose  a  copy, 
which  you  will  be  pleased  to  show  to  Mr.  Jay.  Clinton  is  reduced 
to  great  straits ;  he  has  already  been  the  means  of  one  officer's 
dying  on  a  gibbet.  He  would  be  execrated  by  the  army  should  he 
occasion  the  ignominious  death  of  another.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
is  already  very  unpopular  with  the  Tories.  Should  he  give  up  those 
of  the  refugee  corps  who  are  concerned  in  this  business,  which  has 
probably  been  done  by  the  direction,  or  at  least  the  connivance,  of 
their  board  of  directors,  he  will  be  embroiled  with  them.  They 
form  a  kind  of  imperium  in  imperio.  The  directors  being  in  a  great 
measure  independent  of  the  commander-in-chief,  have  the  custody  of 
their  own  prisoners,  regulate  their  own  exchanges,  divide  the  plunder 
they  make  according  to  their  own  rules,  and  correspond  regularly 
with  the  Ministry ;  which  circumstance  alone  is  sufficient  to  excite  a 
kind  of  rivalry  between  them  and  the  commander-in-chief. 

Several  propositions  have  been  made  for  the  exchange  and 
comfortable  support  of  prisoners,  all  of  which  have  proved  abortive, 
from  the  resolution  of  the  British  not  to  pay  arrears  they  have 
incurred,  which  amounts  to  near  £300,000  sterling.  Some  measures 
which  will  surprise  them  not  a  little,  will  be  taken.  I  shall  write 
particularly  to  Mr.  Jay  on  this  subject,  because  it  will  need  explana- 
tion in  Europe.  You  will  consult  Mr.  Jay  on  the  propriety  of 
publishing  the  affair  of  Huddy  in  the  European  papers ;  and  if  he 
shall  think  it  may  be  of  any  use,  take  measures  for  the  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  ^^^^^^  ^_  LIVINGSTON. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Madrid,  June  12th,  1782. 
Sir, 

On  the  5th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you,  enclosing  a 
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copy  of  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Jay  soon  after  his  departure 
from  Madrid,*  The  Court  is  now  here,  but  the  Ministers  are 
generally  so  harassed  by  business  and  visits  during  their  short  stay 
in  the  capital,  that  there  are  few  opportunities  of  having  access  to 
them.  Before  I  left  Aranjues  I  frequently  reminded  M.  Del  Campo 
of  the  promises  made  me  to  pay  attention  to  the  different  offices 
passed  from  Mr.  Jay,  interesting  to  various  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  I  was  well  received,  and  had  those  promises  reiterated.  I 
judged  it  more  proper  to  solicit  the  notice  of  the  Ministry  to  these 
objects  in  person  than  by  writing,  because  I  could  have  small  hopes 
of  success  from  memorials,  when  I  reflected  how  little  attention  had 
been  paid  to  those  written  by  a  man  so  much  my  superior  in  that 
mode  of  address.  Besides,  frequent  conferences  perhaps  develop 
better  the  opinions  and  dispositions  of  men  than  deliberate  answers 
to  requests  or  remonstrances,  however  clearly  or  however  strongly 
they  may  be  stated  in  writing. 

In  my  conversations  with  the  Minister  and  the  gentleman  above- 
mentioned,  they  seemed  to  think  the  work  of  peace  to  be  in  a  fair 
way.  I  have,  however,  some  reason  to  suppose  that  neither  their 
instructions  to  their  Ambassador  at  Paris  for  this  object,  nor  those 
for  him  to  treat  with  Mr.  Jay,  are  yet  forwarded  ;  and  there  are 
grounds  to  conjecture  that  this  Court  would  have  retarded  the 
negociation  as  much  as  possible,  had  not  the  defeat  of  the  Count  de 
Grasse  blasted  their  hopes  of  taking  Jamaica.  Even  now  they  will 
be  desirous  of  knowing  the  fate  of  the  siege  of  Gibraltar  before  they 
agree  to  any  treaty  which  does  not  put  them  in  possession  of  that 
important  fortress. 

The  neutral  Ministers  here  seem  to  wish  to  intermeddle  in  the 
proposed  pacification.  There  is  a  general  jealousy  among  them  of 
the  House  of  Bourbon,  and  a  particular  animosity  against  this  branch 
of  it.  This  I  have  long  remarked,  and  I  have  now  more  frequent 
occasions  than  heretofore.  I  am  afraid  the  rumors  of  peace  will 
slacken  the  preparations  of  the  Dutch  for  war.  The  hopes  of  a 
speedy  general  pacification,  and  a  sense  of  complaisance"  and  appre- 
hension of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  may  procrastinate  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  them.  I  write  these  conjectures  with 
diffidence,  as  indeed  I  do  all  which  depend  on  my  own  judgment. 


*  The  letter  here  referred  to  is  missing.     Mr.  Jay  left  Madrid  for  Paris  about  the 
20th  of  May. 
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I  am  busy  at  presfent  in  arranging  the  public  accounts.  The 
projected  bank  employs  so  much  of  M.  Cabarrus's  time,  and  that  of 
his  clerks,  that  it  is  possible  I  may  be  obliged  to  follow  the  Court  to 
St.  Ildefonso,  to  which  place  the  King  removes  the  14th  instant, 
before  I  can  obtain  such  a  settlement  of  them  as  may  enable  me  to 
transmit  the  general  account  to  Mr.  Jay  for  his  approbation.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  draw,  and  shall  still  be  obliged  to  draw,  on  Doctor 
Franklin,  to  enable  me  to  discharge  the  public  bills  accepted  by  Mr. 
Jay.  Exchange  is  every  day  more  to  our  disadvantage.  The 
depreciation  of  the  royal  billets  is  now  at  3^  to  3J  per  cent.,  and  I 
make  no  doubt  will  be  at  6  per  cent,  in  two  months.  The  Court 
has  been  again  obliged  to  apply  to  the  Gromios  for  assistance,  whose 
privileges,  it  appears  from  the  establishment  of  the  bank,  it  meant  to 
deprive  them  of.  This  circumstance  marks  their  distress  for  money, 
and,  as  some  say,  the  want  of  system  in  their  conduct. 

The  Due  de  Crillon  has  sex  out  for  the  camp  before  Gibraltar. 
The  operations,  however,  will  not  seriously  commence  before  the 
month  of  August,  if  in  all  that  month.  The  expectations  of  success 
are  sanguine.  I  heard  the  Duke  himself  speak  with  great  confidence 
on  the  subject.  The  combined  fleet  left  Cadiz  the  4th  instant ;  it 
consists  of  thirty-two  sail-of-the-line  and  some  frigates,  and  proceeds 
immediately  to  the  British  Channel.  I  avail  myself  of  a  courier 
from  the  French  Ambassador  to  forward  copies  of  this  letter  to  the 
ports  of  France.  The  Count  de  Montmorin  continues  to  give  the 
same  proofs  of  attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  States  and  of 
personal  kindness  to  myself  that  I  have  ever  experienced  since  my 
arrival  in  Spain.  I  beg  leave  to  remind  you  to  send  me  a  cypher, 
and  to  entreat  your  instructions  and  intelligence  addressed  directly 
to  myself;  otherwise  I  have  few  opportunities  of  manifesting  my  zeal 
for  the  public  service  or  of  acquiring  your  personal  esteem. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

Philadelphia,  July  6th,  1782. 

Sir, 
Since  my  letter  of  May  last,  I  have  been  favored  with  yours  of 
the  18th  and  27th  of  February.     As  they  contained  many  things  of 
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importance  which  we  had  received  through  no  other  channel,  I 
communicated  their  contents  to  Congress,  to  whom  I  have  reason  to 
think  they  were  very  acceptable.  The  great  changes  that  have 
taken  place  in  the  administration  of  Britain  make  us  extremely 
desirous  of  learning  minutely  the  measures  they  are  pursuing. 
Unfortunately  it  is  long  since  we  have  received  any  other  informa- 
tion from  Europe  than  that  contained  in  the  public  prints.  Our 
Ministers  abroad  do  not  keep  up  such  a  communication  with  the 
sea-ports  as  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  that  are  almost 
weekly  afforded,  by  which  means  the  intelligence  they  transmit,  if 
not  of  a  private  nature,  is  almost  always  forestalled. 

We  are  at  present  in  a  state  of  absolute  inactivity  here.  We  are 
not  sufficiently  strong  to  attack  the  enemy  in  their  works  without 
some  naval  aid ;  nor  can  they  attack  us  with  any  prospect  of  suc- 
cess. Congress  employ  the  present  leisure  in  forming  and  enforcing 
a  system  of  finance,  which,  notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties  it  has 
to  struggle  with,  will,  I  hope,  shortly  place  our  affairs  on  a  more 
respectable  footing ;  particularly  if  any  of  those  Powers  who  are 
interested  in  supporting  us  shall  affiard  the  aid  we  have  a  right  to 
expect. 

Among  other  changes  that  have  taken  place,  there  is  one  I  believe 
you  will  be  pleased  with ;  in  the  payment  of  your  salaries,  which  in 
future  will  be  paid  here  upon  my  certificate,  I,  as  your  agent,  will 
vest  the  money  in  bills,  and  remit  them  to  you  or  Dr.  Franklin, 
with  orders  for  him  to  remit  the  money  to  you  or  pay  it  to  your 
order.  This  will  render  your  payments  more  regular,  and  free  you 
from  the  appearance  of  dependence,  which  must  be  disagreeable  to 
you.  I  remit  by  this  conveyance  to  him  the  amount  of  one  quarter's 
salary,  commencing  the  first  of  January  last,  and  ending  the  1st  of 
April,  which  I  have  vested  in  bills  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange; 
which  is  six  shillings  three  pence  this  money  for  five  livres,  by  which 
you  gain  almost  five  and  a  half  per  cent.  You  will  be  charged  here 
two  and  a  half  per  cent,  premium,  which  is  the  usual  commission, 
and  I  shall  consider  myself  as  your  agent  in  this  business  unless  you 
should  choose  to  appoint  some  other.  Your  accounts  for  the  next 
quarter  will  be  made  up  immediately ;  the  money  vested  in  a  bill 
upon  Dr.  Franklin,  which  I  will  remit  him  by  the  next  opportunity. 
Send  me  a  general  state  of  your  account,  that  I  may  get  it  settled 
for  you,  and  the  arrears,  if  any,  discharged.     I  could  wish  much  to 
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have  a  cypher  with  you,  but  find  it  very  difficult  to  send  one.     Let 
me  have  one,  if  you  have  a  safe  conveyance ;  if  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity offers  from  here,  I  will  transmit  you  one. 
I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  he, 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

St.  Ildefonso,  July  8th,  1782. 

Sir, 

On  the  5th  and  the  12th  ultimo  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  address- 
ing you  from  Madrid.  On  the  2d  instant  I  came  to  this  place, 
having  waited  in  the  capital  some  days  longer  than  I  intended,  for 
the  purpose  of  arranging  finally  the  public  accounts  with  M.  Cabar- 
rus ;  but  finding  that  that  gentleman's  occupations  prevented  him 
from  stating  them  in  the  manner  directed  by  Mr.  Jay,  and  having 
by  my  stay,  in  compliance  with  his  request,  convinced  him  that  the 
settlement  and  discharge  of  the  balance  still  due  depended  on  him- 
self, I  judged  it  proper  to  follow  the  Court  hither,  in  order  to  have 
frequent  opportunities  of  pressing  the  Minister  to  pay  attention  to 
the  different  memorials  presented  by  Mr.  Jay,  of  which  copies  have 
been  transmitted  by  him  to  Congress,  and  to  procure  such  informa- 
tion as  it  might  be  proper  to  lay  before  you.  I  did  not  strongly 
urge  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  abovementioned,  because  Dr. 
Franklin  had  requested  Mr.  Jay  to  give  him  as  much  time  as  possible 
for  the  payment  of  the  sums  due  here,  although  I  am  persuaded  the 
delay  will  be  prejudicial,  as  it  is  probable  the  exchange  will  be  more 
to  our  disadvantage  every  day. 

On  the  3d  instant,  I  waited  on  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  and 
M.  Del  Campo.  I  found  the  former  in  conference  with  the  French 
Ambassador,  and  as  that  had  been  long,  and  I  knew  he  would  be 
much  fatigued,  and  also  that  he  expected  the  Russian  Minister  and 
the  Ambassador  of  the  Emperor,  who  have  of  late  received  frequent 
couriers,  I  shortened  my  visit,  which  passed  in  amicable  assurances 
on  his  part,  and  hopes  on  mine  that  his  Excellency  would  put  it  as 
much  in  my  power  as  it  was  my  inclination  to  contribute  to  a  lasting 
harmony  between  the  two  countries,  by  enabling  me  to  inform 
Congress  of  the  favorable  disposition  of  his  Majesty,  and  at  the  same 
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time  of  the  measures  taken  by  his  Ministers  to  redress  the  grievances 
which  Mr.  Jay  had  so  often  laid  before  him.  He  desired  me  to 
mention  these  affairs  in  detail  to  M.  Del  Campo,  and,  after  repeating 
assurances  of  good  will,  he,  he  proceeded  to  inform  me  that  he  had 
received  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  Mr.  Jay,  on  his  arrival  at  Paris, 
had  written  to  the  Count  d'Aranda,  adding,  that  he  was  sorry  he 
could  not  continue  the  conversation  at  present,  for  that  he  expected 
the  Ministers  abovementioned  every  moment,  but  that  on  the  Satur- 
day following  he  would  be  glad  to  see  me,  to  talk  over  many  matters 
necessary  to  discuss  at  this  crisis.  I  took  my  leave,  and  actually 
met  the  Imperial  and  Russian  Ministers  at  the  door,  with  M.  Del 
Campo,  whom  I  next  went  to  see. 

I  had  a  long  conversation,  the  material  points  of  which,  after 
having  reminded  him  of  the  memorials,  he,  presented  by  Mr.  Jay, 
turned  on  the  manner  in  which  the  propositions  of  the  new  British 
Administration  would  be  received  in  America.  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  answer,  in  the  most  decided  manner,  that  all  proposals  for 
a  separate  treaty  would  be  unanimously  rejected,  for  on  my  return 
from  this  visit  to  my  lodgings,  I  found  Mr.  Clonard,  who  delivered 
me  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the  1st  of  May, 
and  who  informed  me  of  many  of  the  subsequent  transactions.  The 
same  day  at  dinner,  the  Count  de  Montmorin  showed  me  a  letter 
from  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  in  which  he  informs  him  that 
Congress  had  rejected  the  propositions  made  by  General  Carleton, 
and  that  all  the  States  would  follow  the  example  of  Maryland.  This 
conduct  has  a  great  and  good  effect  in  Europe.  The  same  day  the 
King  spoke  at  table  of  the  news,  and  praised  greatly  the  probity  of 
the  Americans,  raising  his  voice  in  such  a  manner  that  all  the  foreign 
Ministers  might  hear  him.  I  have  conversed  with  several  of  these 
since,  and  find  them  unanimous  in  their  opinion  that  the  wisest 
measure  Great  Britain  can  take,  is  to  conclude  a  treaty  acknowl- 
edging our  independence. 

The  couriers  received,  and  the  audiences  demanded  by  the 
Russian  and  Imperial  representatives,  excited  my  attention,  and  I 
have  discovered  that  they  have  been  once  more  directed  by  their 
Courts  to  make  an  offer  of  their  mediation  to  his  Catholic  Majesty. 
They  made  this  communication  on  the  3d  instant,  and  have  received 
their  answer ;  for  on  the  6th  the  Count  de  Kaunitz  despatched  a 
courier.    In  my  next  I  hope  to  communicate  the  answer  of  this 
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Court.  I  suspect  England  is  at  the  bottom  of  this  business.  The 
combined  fleet  is  probably  at  this  time  in  the  English  Channel,  where 
it  will  be  reinforced  by  a  squadron  of  French  ships  commanded  by 
M.  de  la  Motte  Piquet.  The  preparations  for  the  siege  of  Gibraltar 
are  pushed  with  vigor.  I  have  not  yet  had  the  honor  to  hear  from 
Mr.  Jay.  My  last  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin  is  dated  the  11th  ultimo. 
Messrs.  Grenville  and  Oswald  were  then  at  Paris,  but  had  not  yet 
received  their  full  powers.  Neither  had  Spain  nor  Holland  sent 
instructions  to  their  Ministers,  so  that  the  conferences  could  not 
properly  be  opened. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  in  the  first  copy  of  this,  a  letter  which 
I  received  the  4th  instant  from  M.  Dumas.  The  letters  brought  by 
Mr.  Clonard  for  Mr.  Jay,  were  forwarded  by  the  same  gentleman.  I 
remain  without  other  instructions  than  what  are  contained  in  yours 
of  the  1st  of  May.  If  Mr.  Jay  should  be  detained  at  Paris,  I  shall 
be  without  any  information  but  what  I  may  obtain  by  my  private 
correspondence  and  my  own  industry.  I  beg  leave  to  submit  this  to 
your  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

St.  Ildefonso,  July  22d,  1782. 
Sir, 

In  my  last  of  the  8th  instant,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  an 
offer  of  mediation  renewed  to  this  Court  by  those  of  Petersburgh  and 
Vienna.  I  have  since  been  told  that  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca's 
answer  was  to  the  following  purport :  "  That  his  Catholic  Majesty  is 
highly  sensible  of  the  offers  made  by  their  Imperial  Majesties  to 
promote  the  establishment  of  the  public  tranquillity,  but  that,  before 
accepting  their  propositions,  it  is  necessary  to  consult  his  ally,  and 
for  this  purpose  instructions  will  be  sent  to  his  Ambassador  at  Paris, 
who,  in  order  to  prevent  delay,  will  at  the  same  time  be  authorized 
to  communicate  the  answer  to  the  Russian  and  Imperial  Ministers 
at  the  Court  of  Versailles."  I  had  this  information  from  a  person 
connected  with  the  Ambassador  of  the  Court  of  Vienna. 

The  Emperor  is  full  of  the  project  of  removing  his  East  India 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  95 

Company  from  Trieste  to  Ostend,  and  of  augmenting  the  commerce 
of  his  subjects,  particularly  in  the  Low  Countries.  The  continuation 
of  the  war  is  favorable  to  his  designs,  at  all  events  he  will  seek  his 
own  advantage  in  the  proposed  mediation. 

All  the  neutral  Powers  seem  desirous  of  procuring  stipulations 
favorable  to  their  commerce  and  navigation,  particularly  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  for  this  purpose  all  appear  to  wish  a  general 
Congress.  Perhaps,  upon  the  whole,  it  would  be  more  for  the 
honor  and  permanent  advantage  of  the  United  States  to  have  their 
independence  acknowledged  and  guarantied  in  an  assembly  of  this 
nature,  than  by  a  particular  treaty  between  the  belligerent  Powers. 
As  Mr.  Jay  is  to  negociate  with  the  Count  d'Aranda  at  Paris  the 
proposed  treaty,  my  business  here  is  confined  to  the  arrangement  of 
the  public  accounts,  and  the  payment  of  the  bills  still  due,  the 
collecting  intelligence,  and  the  solicitation  of  redress  of  the  various 
complaints  laid  before  the  Ministry  in  behalf  of  individuals.  For  this 
last  purpose,  I  wait  on  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  and  M.  Del 
Campo  from  time  to  time,  and  in  a  respectful  manner  solicit  their 
attention  to  these  affairs.  Personally,  I  have  no  reason  to  complain  ; 
in  my  political  character  I  should  have  more,  if  I  did  not  know  that 
the  first  Powers  in  Europe  are  treated  with  the  same  inattention  and 
delay.  I  mention  this,  not  to  excuse  the  conduct  of  this  Court,  but 
to  convince  you  that  it  is  not  singular  with  respect  to  us.  I  have 
in  some  instances  promises  of  redress,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
circumstances,  patience,  and  good  humor,  will  terminate  these  affairs 
to  the  satisfaction,  in  some  measure,  of  the  parties  interested. 

While  Mr.  Jay  remains  at  Paris,  as  the  public  despatches  are 
addressed  to  him,  I  shall  be  deprived  of  intelligence  from  America, 
except  what  I  may  acquire  by  private  correspondence  from  thence. 
I  have  not  had  the  honor  to  hear' from  Mr.  Jay  since  he  left  this 
place,  which  may  have  been  occasioned  by  delay  or  ill  health  on 
the  road  and  afterwards.  I  have  no  correspondence  with  Messrs. 
Adams  and  Dana,  from  whom  I  might  receive,  and  to  whom  I  might 
contribute,  hints  that  might  be  of  service  to  the  public  interest. 
Messrs.  Grenville  and  Oswald  are  still  at  Paris ;  but  on  this  subject 
you  will  have  from  others  much  more  accurate  information  than  it  is 
in  my  power  to  give  you. 

The  Count  d'Artois  is  expected  here  to-morrow,  and  will  be 
received  and   treated  as  an  Infant  of  Spain.     This  visit  is  highly 
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pleasing  to  the  royal  family.  He  is  expected  with  impatience. 
Nothing  worth  your  notice  has  yet  passed  at  Gibraltar.  The 
besiegers  and  the  besieged  equally  prepare  the  one  for  the  attack, 
the  other  for  the  defence  of  the  place.  A  courier  extraordinary 
from  France  brings  advice  of  the  capture  of  eighteen  transports  and 
merchantmen  bound  to  Quebec  and  Newfoundland.  Unhappily  the 
New  York  fleet,  which  sailed  with  the  vessels  captured,  had  two  or 
three  days  before  separated  from  them.  A  fifty-gun  ship  and  a 
frigate,  which  escorted  them,  escaped.  I  have  not  yet  received  M. 
Cabarrus's  account.  When  these  are  once  delivered  and  settled,  I 
shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  Congress  and  to 
Mr.  Jay  copies  of  all  the  public  accounts  in  this  country.  I  entreat 
your  indulgence  and  frequent  remembrance  of  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

St.  Ildefonso,  September  8th,  1782. 

Sir, 
My  last  were  of  the  17th  and  26th  ultimo.  I  am  still  without  the 
least  information  from  America  since  the  1st  of  May,  the  date  of 
your  last  letter.  His  Excellency  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca, 
whom  I  had  the  honor  to  see  yesterday,  seemed  apprehensive  that 
Congress  might  be  induced  to  believe,  from  the  capitulation  accorded 
to  the  British  at  Providence,  that  this  Court  had  not,  after  what 
happened  at  Pensacola,  instructed  its  commanders  to  take  care  in 
future  that  the  garrisons  of  such  places  as  his  Catholic  Majesty's 
forces  might  reduce  should  be  disposed  of  in  such  a  manner  as  not 
to  be  prejudicial  to  any  of  the  belligerent  Powers.  His  Excellency 
assured  me  how  much  he  should  be  concerned  if  an  oversight  of  the 
general  employed  on  this  occasion  should  create  a  misunderstanding 
injurious  to  the  harmony  which  the  King  wished  to  cultivate  with 
America,  and  prayed  me  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  conveying 
these  sentiments  to  Congress.  He  proceeded  to  inform  me  that 
immediately  after  the  Court  received  the  articles  of  capitulation  at 
Pensacola,  instructions  were  sent  to  M.  Galvez  to  oblige  the  enemy 
to  consent  in  future  to  the  transportation  of  their  prisoners  to  Europe; 
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that  these  orders  did  not  reach  him  until  he  had  left  the  Havana, 
previous  to  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  expedition  against 
the  Bahama  Islands. 

I  assured  his  Excellency  that  I  found  myself  happy  in  having  an 
occasion  to  represent  every  instance  of  his  Majesty's  good  will,  and 
begged  leave  to  remind  him  that  several  complaints,  sustained  by 
citizens  of  America,  laid  before  his  Excellency  by  Mr.  Jay,  and 
since  his  departure  by  myself,  remained  unredressed  ;  that  I  presumed 
his  Excellency  had  given  the  necessary  orders  for  their  relief,  but 
that  his  Majesty's  favorable  intentions  had  been  hitherto  frustrated 
by  the  delay,  and  in  some  cases  by  the  injustice  of  persons  employed 
in  the  service  of  Government.  I  insinuated  how  agreeable  it  would 
be  to  me  to  remove  the  unfavorable  impressions  that  his  conduct  had 
made,  or  might  make,  in  the  breast  of  my  countrymen,  by  having  it 
in  my  power  to  communicate  the  orders  which  had  been  given,  or 
which  his  Majesty  might  be  pleased  to  renew,  for  this  effect.  I 
particularized  the  case  of  the  Lord  Howe,  an  English  vessel  with  a 
valuable  cargo,  brought  into  Cadiz  by  a  part  of  her  crew,  Americans, 
detained  by  order  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  captors  confined,  in 
some  measure,  as  prisoners  of  war.  I  represented,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  the  little  respect  paid  to  a  positive  resolution  of  Congress 
granting  to  the  captors  of  vessels  the  property  taken  in  this  manner, 
a  resolution  occasioned  by  the  notorious  injustice  of  the  common 
enemy,  who  commenced  this  practice  of  seducing  American  seamen, 
and  encouraging  their  own  to  enter  into  our  service  with  the  purpose 
of  afterwards  betraying  the  confidence  reposed  in  them. 

His  Excellency  desired  me  to  pass  him  an  office  in  French  on  the 
subject,  and  promised  me  an  answer  in  writing,  with  the  intention,  I 
imagine,  of  its  being  sent  to  Congress.  You  will  please  to  observe 
that  the  negligence  of  Mr.  Harrison's  banker,  to  whom  he  addressed 
his  letters  to  me  on  this  subject,  retarded  my  knowledge  of  the 
detention  of  this  vessel.  I  had,  however,  spoken  to  M.  Del  Campo 
immediately  on  hearing  of  its  arrival  at  Cadiz,  and  repeated  to  him 
the  substance  of  the  resolution  of  Congress,  from  an  apprehension 
that  the  officers  of  that  port  would  observe  the  same  conduct  as 
those  of  the  Canaries  had  done  in  the  case  of  the  Dover  cutter.  I 
avoided  mentioning  particularly  the  latter  affair  until  I  should  have 
obtained  the  promised  answer,  as,  if  that  proves  favorable,  as  I 
expect  it  will,  I  shall  renew  with  redoubled  ardor  my  representations 
Vol.  v.— 7 
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on  this  head.  They  are,  however,  so  much  in  want  of  money  here, 
that  I  fear  the  captors  will  be  obliged  to  wait  some  time  for  theirs. 
This  scarcity  of  cash  occasions  the  exaction  of  the  duties  at  Cadiz 
and  Bilboa  complained  of  by  ]Mr.  Harrison  and  others.  I  have 
employed  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  convince  not  only  the  Count 
de  Florida  Blanca,  but  also  the  Ministers  of  Finance  and  the  Indies, 
of  the  impolicy  as  well  as  the  injustice  of  this  measure. 

I  have  engaged  several  persons  who  have  their  confidence  to 
second  me,  and  I  hope  that  good  humor,  patience,  and,  above  all, 
frequent  personal  solicitations,  will  obtain  at  least  a  diminution  of 
these  duties — an  object  of  great  importance  to  our  commerce.  In 
the  mean  time,  I  have  advised  Mr.  Harrison  and  others  to  make  no 
payments  on  the  pretext  that  the  affair  is  before  the  Ministry,  for 
refunding  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  this  country.  Important  news 
may  soon  be  expected  from  Gibraltar,  at  least  my  letters  inform  me 
that  the  attack  is  to  be  made  this  day,  for  that  every  thing  would  be 
ready  for  the  purpose.  As  I  have  very  minute  details  of  all  that 
passes  there  from  persons  at  head  quarters,  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to 
give  you  a  succinct  relation  of  the  operations.  This  correspondence 
is  of  a  delicate  nature  for  the  parties  concerned,  and,  therefore,  I 
shall  not  hazard  sending  copies  of  my  letters  but  by  the  safest 
conveyances.  I  am  promised  a  drawing  of  the  so  much  talked-of 
floating  batteries,  which,  as  the  nature  and  novelty  of  their  construc- 
tion may  excite  curiosity,  I  will  forward  the  instant  I  receive  it.  I 
hope  soon  to  have  the  honor  to  hear  from  you,  and  to  have  instruc- 
tions for  my  future  government.  With  sincere  wishes  that  my 
conduct  may  not  be  displeasing  to  Congress,  and  with  the  highest 
respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

Philadelphia,  September  12th,  1782. 
Sir, 

All  my  letters  of  late  have  begun  with  complaints  of  neglect  on 
the  part  of  our  Ministers  in  not  transmitting  early  and  full  intelli- 
gence of  what  is  passing  in  Europe  at  this  interesting  period.  That 
there  may,  however,  be  one  exception,  I  will  not  say  a  word  on 
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this  subject  to  you,  only  reminding  you  that  the  last  despatches 
we  have  been  favored  with  from  you  are  those  of  the  18th  and 
27th  of  February.  These  I  replied  to  the  6th  of  July  ;  a  copy  of 
that  letter  goes  with  this;  since  which,  Carleton  and  Digby  have 
announced  the  commencement  of  negociations  in  Europe,  and  the 
resolution  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  America,  without 
exacting  any  condition.  Leslie  has  informed  the  inhabitants  of 
Charleston  that  he  means  to  evacuate  it;  measures  have  been  accord- 
ingly taken  for  that  purpose.  The  evacuation  of  New  York  seemed 
also  in  some  measure  determined  on.  But  the  arrival  of  the  packet 
announcing  the  late  changes  in  the  Administration,  has  revived  the 
spirits  of  the  Tories,  and  they  still  retain  hopes  of  maintaining  their 
ground  in  America.  Our  armies  are  now  united,  and  about  moving 
to  their  old  station  at  the  White  Plains.  Pigot  is  at  New  York  with 
twenty-six  sail-of-the-line ;  and  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  at  Boston, 
where  he  has  unfortunately  lost  the  Magnificence,  sunk  in  the  harbor. 
Congress  have  endeavored  to  compensate  this  loss  by  presenting  his 
Most  Christian  Majesty  with  the  America,  built  at  Portsmouth. 
She  will,  I  believe,  prove  a  very  fine  ship,  and,  with  diligence,  she 
may  be  fitted  in  time  to  be  of  use  this  campaign. 

We  have  nothing  new  among  us  to  inform  you  of.  The  armies 
on  both  sides  have  been  inactive,  and  our  attention  is  turned  on  what 
passes  in  Europe.  Here  we  are  lost  in  the  wide  field  of  expectation 
and  conjecture  without  a  clue  to  lead  us.  I  must  again  press  you  to 
think  of  appointing  some  agent  here  to  receive  your  salary,  which 
will  be  paid  upon  the  spot ;  and  may  be  vested  in  bills  to  great 
advantage.  Two  quarters'  salary  have  been  transmitted  by  me,  but 
as  I  am  unauthorized  in  this  business,  I  shall  inform  Mr.  Morris  that 
he  must  devise  some  other  way  to  make  these  remittances,  which  I 
beg  leave  to  decline  meddling  with  in  future. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  &£C., 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

St.  Ildefonso,  September  29th,  1782. 
Sir, 
I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  8th  instant,  since  which  we 
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have  advice  of  the  disastrous  issue  of  the  enterprise  with  the  floating 
batteries  against  Gibrahar,  but  although  we  have  had  notice  of  this 
misfortune  some  days  past,  I  have  delayed  writing  until  I  could 
procure  authentic  information  of  the  particular  circumstances  of  this 
event.  The  enclosed  copies  of  letters  and  papers,  written  or  sent 
me  by  a  person  in  the  General's  family,  will,  I  hope,  prove  more 
satisfactory  than  any  which  you  will  receive  from  other  quarters. 
The  projector,  M.  d' Argon,  is  generally  blamed.  Enclosed  you 
have  a  plan  of  the  attack  as  it  was  made,  and  as  it  was  intended  to 
have  been  made,  accompanied  by  a  memorial  which  M.  d'Argon 
sent  hither  to  exonerate  himself  from  part  of  the  blame.  I  saw  a 
letter  he  wrote  an  hour  after  the  affair,  in  which  he  avows  he  had 
deservedly  forfeited  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  two  Sover- 
eigns. 

This  news  dejected  exceedingly  the  King,  the  Court,  and  the 
nation.  Their  chagrin  from  the  disappointment  is,  in  some  measure, 
proportionate  to  their  confidence  of  success.  It  is  said,  however, 
that  the  King  is  determined  to  continue  the  siege,  and,  I  believe, 
that  this  will  be  the  case.  At  present,  an  expedition  in  force  to  the 
West  Indies  is  in  agitation.  I  am  informed  from  a  very  good  quarter 
that  the  command  is  offered  to  the  Count  d'Estaing.  The  party 
which  opposed  him  at  Versailles,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the 
Duchess  de  Polignac,  the  Queen's  favorite,  the  present  Minister  of 
Marine,  and  the  former  one,  have  made  advances  to  him,  and  seem 
convinced  that  he  alone  can  repair  the  disasters  of  the  present  cam- 
paign. I  hear  that  he  is  unwilling  to  accept  the  command  at  this 
critical  conjuncture,  but  as  he  is  the  only  French  Admiral  who  unites 
the  suffrage  of  this  Court  and  nation  in  his  favor,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
he  will  comply  with  the  general  wish  of  France  and  Spain.  This 
affair  is  yet  a  secret. 

From  all  accounts  I  have  of  the  Spanish  marine,  I  fear  that 
Gibraltar  will  be  relieved.  The  expense  of  this  siege  has  been 
enormous.  I  have  been  assured  that  during  the  present  campaign  it 
has  cost  thirty-two  millions  of  piasters  of  fifteen  reals  each.  This 
information  comes  from  one  of  the  first  clerks  of  the  treasury.  The 
great  demand  for  specie  occasioned  thereby  has  depreciated  the 
paper  money  ;  it  fluctuates  between  twelve  and  sixteen  per  cent. 
To  prevent  its  further  depreciation,  the  Court  is  endeavoring  to 
procure  gold  from  Portugal,  and  negociates,  as  I  mentioned  in  former 
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letters,  a  loan  of  three  millions  of  florins  in  Holland,  to  be  aug- 
mented in  case  the  subscriptions  fill  readily.  I  am  assured  from 
thence  they  do  not,  and  I  am  told  here  by  a  man  in  the  secret  that' 
the  three  millions  will  be  delivered  in  Spain  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber. Messrs.  Hope,  the  negociators  of  it,  subscribe  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  florins. 

As  I  have  not  had  the  honor  to  hear  from  Messrs.  Franklin  and 
Jay  any  thing  respecting  the  negociations  at  Paris  for  peace,  I  can 
speak  only  from  indirect  advice  and  my  own  conjectures.  I  have 
heard  that  difficulties  have  been  started  respecting  the  powers  of 
the  British  Plenipotentiary  to  treat  with  our  Commissioners.  If  this 
is  true,  it  will  require  some  time  to  remove  them.  On  the  whole, 
it  may  be  supposed  that  the  negociations  will  be  spun  out  until  the 
meeting  of  Parliament,  until  the  event  of  the  expedition  to  relieve 
Gibraltar  is  known  ;  in  fine,  until  the  account  of  Lord  Pigot's  motions 
shall  have  reached  Europe,  which  may  appear  to  give  a  favorable 
turn  to  the  British  affairs  in  the  West  Indies.  No  expedition  can 
sail  from  hence  in  time  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  pushing  their 
operations  in  that  quarter,  if  they  proceed  thither  in  force  and  with 
despatch.  The  Dutch  are  like  to  do  nothing  this  year;  their  affairs 
draw  to  a  crisis,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  prove  favorable 
to  our  friends.  The  Emperor  is  occupied  in  ecclesiastical  and  civil 
changes,  his  health  is  in  a  precarious  state,  and  he  runs  the  risk  of 
losing  entirely  his  sight.  The  motions  of  Russia  indicate  a  war  with 
the  Porte  no  longer  Sublime.  The  Empress  negociates  loans  in 
Holland  and  at  Genoa.  I  have  taken  measures  to  be  informed  of 
their  success.  The  King  of  Great  Britain,  as  Elector  of  Hanover, 
is  recruiting  in  all  the  imperial  cities,  and  it  is  said  he  is  endeav- 
oring to  obtain  an  additional  body  of  German  troops  for  the  next 
campaign.    The  preparations  for  war  are  as  vigorous  as  ever. 

I  have  not  yet  received  an  answer  on  the  affair  of  the  Lord  Howe 
mentioned  in  my  last.  I  visit  the  Ministers  and  pass  offices  on  this 
subject  and  that  of  the  duties,  and  shall  omit  nothing  that  depends 
on  me  to  obtain  satisfaction,  and  I  hope  the  pains  I  take  will  not 
prove  wholly  ineffectual.  Besides  the  affairs  abovementioned,  I  am 
obliged  to  visit  and  write  to  the  Judges  of  the  Council  of  the  Indies, 
on  account  of  law  suits  in  which  some  of  our  countrymen  are 
interested,  and  which  are  before  them  by  appeal  from  the  inferior 
jurisdictions.   Even  justice  here  is  obtained  by  favor  and  solicitation. 


102  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

In  other  respects,  my  situation  is  more  agreeable  than  I  could  have 
expected.  I  live  on  the  best  footing  with  almost  the  whole  corps 
diplomatique.  The  Ministers  of  Saxony  and  Prussia  seem  much 
disposed  to  induce  their  Courts  to  open  a  direct  commerce  with 
America,  particularly  if  the  war  continues.  For  this  purpose  they 
have  demanded  and  obtained  from  me  all  the  information  in  my 
power  to  give  them,  with  every  motive  that  I  could  employ  to 
persuade  their  respective  Courts  to  engage  heartily  in  this  measure. 
If  it  is  adopted,  the  Maritime  Company  at  Berlin,  under  the  King's 
immediate  protection,  and  the  Elector  or  his  Ministers  in  the  name 
of  companies  of  commerce,  will  be  concerned  in  the  first  speculations. 
I  do  not  enter  into  details  on  this  subject  until  I  see  whether  these 
Courts  are  serious  in  their  intentions. 

The  advances  and  offers  made  me  by  the  Minister  of  Sweden, 
have  rendered  me  less  sanguine.  He  assures  me  it  was  insinuated 
to  his  Sovereign  by  the  French  Minister,  that  it  would  be  impolitic 
in  him  to  incur  the  ill  will  of  England,  by  precipitating  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  our  independence  previous  to  its  being  acknowledged 
by  the  rest  of  Europe.  I  wait  with  impatience  for  your  instruc- 
tions and  information.  In  the  month  of  December,  all  our  public 
accounts  here  will  be  arranged,  when  I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  to 
transmit  copies.  I  cannot  conclude  without  mentioning  that  a  Mr. 
Littlepage,  from  Virginia,  has  acquired  reputation  by  his  gallant 
conduct  in  the  expedition  against  Mahon,  where  he  served  as  Aid- 
de-Camp  to  the  Due  de  Crillon,  and  since  at  Gibraltar,  where  he 
acted  in  the  same  capacity.  The  Prince  de  Nassau,  with  whom  he 
served  as  a  volunteer  on  board  his  floating  battery,  rendered  public 
justice  to  his  character  at  Court.  You  will  permit  me  also  to  mention 
Mr.  Harrison  to  you  as  one  who,  by  his  conduct,  which  has  acquired 
him  universal  esteem,  merits  the  attention  of  Congress  whenever  it 
shall  be  judged  proper  to  appoint  a  consul  at  Cadiz,  of  which  place 
he  now  performs  the  functions,  with  great  trouble  and  considerable 
expense. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,       WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

c-  Madrid,  October  29tb,  1782. 

The  state  of  uncertainty  in  which  every  one  here  has  been  for 
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some  time,  respecting  the  motions  of  the  combined  and  British  fleets, 
to  relieve,  or  prevent  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  joined  to  a  general 
embargo  at  Cadiz,  and  the  want  of  other  occasions,  has  prevented 
me  from  doing  myself  the  honor  of  addressing  you  since  the  29th 
ultimo.  I  hope  you  will  be  persuaded  that  my  time  has  been 
devoted  to  no  other  pursuits  than  those  which  my  duty  dictates. 
Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  send  a  particular  relation  of  the  most 
interesting  circumstances  which  have  passed  in  this  interval.  I  have 
had  occasion  to  compare  this  intelligence  with  that  of  others,  and 
particularly  with  letters  written  by  a  marine  officer  in  this  service, 
but  at  the  same  time  employed  to  convey  information  to  another 
Court,  and  I  find  upon  the  whole  my  correspondent  conforms  with 
others  in  the  most  material  points,  and  enters  into  more  minute 
details  than  those  I  have  seen  from  other  quarters. 

My  letters  of  the  26th  and  29th  will  have  advised  you  of  the  steps 
I  have  taken  to  obtain  redress  on  affairs  interesting  to  individuals, 
and  to  our  commerce  in  general.  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter 
from  his  Excellency  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  will  show  that 
my  endeavors  have  not  been  entirely  ineffectual.  The  affair  of  the 
duties  is  still  under  deliberation.  As  soon  as  Mr.  Harrison  shall 
have  disposed  of  the  Lord  Howe,  I  shall  address  the  Minister  on 
the  subject  of  the  Dover  cutter ;  there  can  be  then  no  pretence  for 
detention  or  delay.  I  have  since  my  last  received  advice  from  Paris, 
but  not  from  our  Commissioners,  that  the  difficulties  with  respect  to 
the  powers  of  the  British  Plenipotentiary  have  been  obviated,  and 
that  a  separate  agent  has  been  named  to  treat  with  us.  But  on  this 
head  you  will  have  more  ample  information  than  it  is  in  my  power 
to  give  you. 

I  am  also  informed  that  M.  Rayneval,  brother  to  M.  Gerard,  has 
gone  to  London.  This  circumstance  renders  the  appearance  of  the 
negociation  more  serious.  I  am  persuaded  the  greatest  obstacles  to 
a  pacification  will  come  from  this  quarter.  It  is  difficult  to  relinquish 
favorite  ideas,  of  which,  to  attain  the  accomplishment,  so  much 
treasure  has  hitherto  been  spent  in  vain.  Perhaps  it  will  be  best  for 
us  that  we  have  not  concluded  a  treaty  here,  which  we  have  so  long 
solicited. 

The  expedition  mentioned  in  my  last  is  certainly  resolved  on. 
The  Count  d'Estaing,  it  is  said,  will  have  the  command,  and  will 
sail  from  Cadiz  with  between  forty  and  fifty  sail-of-the-line,  and  ten 
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or  twelve  thousand  troops.  The  squadron  at  Brest  is  fitting  for  sea, 
and  is  to  consist  of  eight  or  ten  sail-of-the-line.  It  is  conjectured  it 
will  sail  as  soon  as  Lord  Howe's  return  is  known.  If  the  junction 
is  formed  in  time,  this  formidable  force,  under  the  command  of  an 
officer  distinguished  for  his  zeal  and  activity,  may  hasten  the  nego- 
ciations. 

The  answers  to  my  letters  to  Holland,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Russian  loan,  and  to  those  which  I  have  procured  others  to  write  to 
Genoa  on  the  same  point,  inform  me  that  it  fills  slowly.  That  of 
Spain  for  three  millions  will  be  obtained.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the 
truth  of  my  information  on  this  subject.  In  Portugal  they  pay  dear 
for  the  gold  they  obtain  from  thence.  The  depreciation  is  greater 
than  ever,  and  to  prevent  its  further  progress  is  one  of  the  most 
serious  objects  of  the  attention  of  the  Ministry.  No  changes  since 
my  last  have  taken  place  in  the  general  system  of  Europe,  or  in 
this  Cabinet,  except  that  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  has  joined 
another  department  in  the  Ministry  to  that  which  he  before  occupied, 
viz.,  that  of  Grace  and  Justice,  vacant  by  the  death  of  M.  Rode. 
Of  course  he  will  have  more  to  do  than  ever,  and  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  remind  him  more  frequently  of  our  little  affairs. 

My  situation  with  respect  to  American  information  is  exceedingly 
disagreeable.  I  hear  of  arrivals  in  France,  and  of  letters  being 
received  by  our  Ministers  there,  without  any  for  me  ;  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  blame  falls  on  European  curiosity.  I  expect  soon  to  have 
an  occasion  of  writing  to  you,  when  I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  to 
transmit  you  any  further  particulars  that  may  appear  worthy  of  your 
notice.  I  cannot  help  repeating  that,  notwithstanding  the  appear- 
ances of  peace,  the  preparations  for  war  are  as  vigorous  as  ever. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


COUNT  DE  FLORIDA  BLANCA  TO  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

Translation. 

St.  Lorenzo,  October  14th,  1782. 
Sir, 
The  King  has  resolved  that  the  English  frigate  the  Lord  Howe, 
carried  into  Cadiz  by  some  Americans  and  part  of  the  crew,  shall  be 
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publicly  sold,  ship  and  cargo,  and  the  value  of  both  be  deposited,  at 
the  order  of  Congress  and  yourself.  I  communicate  this  to  you,  that 
being  thoroughly  informed,  you  may  take  such  measures  as  you 
think  proper,  and  determine  immediately  what  is  to  be  done  with 
the  American  and  English  seamen  on  board  the  said  vessel.  I  wish 
for  occasions  to  serve  you,  and  that  God  may  preserve  yo\i  many 
years.  COUNT  DE  FLORIDA  BLANCA. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

Philadelphia,  November  28th,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  8th  of  July ;  those  you 
mention  to  have  written  on  the  5th  and  12th  of  March  and  the  2d 
of  July  never  reached  me.  I  regret  that  you  had  no  directions 
from  Mr.  Jay  to  open  his  letters,  as  those  you  forwarded  contained 
much  information  that  might  have  been  useful  to  you,  on  which 
account  I  was  less  particular  than  I  should  otherwise  have  been  in 
mine  to  you. 

The  great  business  of  the  negociation  being  transferred  to  Paris, 
you  will  have  more  leisure  to  attend  to  the  general  politics  of  the 
Court  you  are  at,  and  to  procure  every  species  of  intelligence  which 
may  serve  to  regulate  our  conduct  here.  We  have  yet  had  no 
information,  except  what  you  mention,  of  any  new  proffer  of  their 
mediation  by  the  Imperial  Courts ;  it  is  an  important  object,  and  I 
wish  you  to  throw  all  the  light  you  possibly  can  upon  it ;  as  we  are 
particularly  anxious  to  know  the  substance  of  the  answer  which  you 
suppose  to  have  been  given  to  it  by  Spain.  You  need  never  be 
under  the  least  apprehensions  in  vouching  boldly  for  this  country 
that  it  will  make  no  peace  which  is  inconsistent  with  its  engagement 
to  its  alUes.  Perhaps  this  string  skilfully  touched  may  lead  nations 
who  have  hitherto  kept  aloof  to  form  connexions  which  may  bind  us 
to  them. 

The  enclosed  resolutions  will  show  you  the  sense  of  Congress  on 
that  subject ;  and  the  resolutions  which  you  will  see  in  some  of  the 
papers  sent  you,  expressive  of  the  same  sentiments  from  almost  every 
separate  Legislature,  will  show  that  the  fidelity  of  this  country  is 
incorruptible. 
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The  season  of  the  year  affords  no  military  inteUigence.  Our 
troops  are  in  quarters  at  West  Point.  The  French  army  are  waiting 
at  Providence  such  orders  as  the  operations  in  the  West  Indies  may- 
suggest.  Their  fleet  is  still  at  Boston.  The  America,  built  at 
Portsmouth,  is  added  to  them.  She  is  pronounced  by  connaisseurs 
to  be  a  very  fine  ship.  Should  she  answer  their  expectations,  we 
may  hope  to  build  others  for  European  Powers.  This  would  be  a 
very  important  commercial  object,  and  as  such  deserves  attention. 

General  Carleton  has  restrained  the  savages  from  continuing  the 
war  which  they  have  so  long  carried  on  against  our  frontiers ;  and 
Haldiman  has  suffered  those  they  had  led  into  captivity  to  return  on 
parole,  so  that  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  a  little  more  humanity 
will  mark  their  future  operations  in  this  country,  if  ever  they  should 
find  themselves  sufficiently  strong  to  venture  from  behind  their 
ramparts.  This  consideration,  together  with  the  intercession  of  the 
Court  of  France,  has  induced  Congress  to  forego  their  intended 
retaliation  on  Captain  Asgill,  who  is  discharged  from  his  confinement, 
and  suffered  to  go  to  New  York  on  parole. 

You  will  find  in  the  enclosed  papers  all  the  intelligence  we  have 
with  respect  to  the  proposed  evacuation  of  Charleston.  We  have 
been  in  daily  expectation  of  hearing  that  it  was  abandoned  for  a  long 
time  past,  but  have  not  as  yet  had  our  expectations  answered. 

The  enclosed  resolution  will  inform  you  that  Mr.  Boudinot  is 
President  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Hanson.  Congress  have  again 
appointed  Mr.  Jefferson  one  of  their  Ministers  for  making  peace.  I 
have  not  yet  been  informed  whether  he  accepts  the  appointment, 
though  I  have  some  reason  to  conclude  he  will. 

Mr.  Stewart  going  to  Paris  affords  me  a  safe  opportunity  of 
sending  a  cypher  there  for  you ;  and  if  Mr.  Jay  can  contrive  to  get 
it  to  you  without  inspection,  you  will  be  enabled  to  correspond  with 
more  latitude  in  future. 

I  am,  sir,  he,  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


-o- 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Madrid,  December  10th,  1782. 


Sir, 
On  the  5th  instant  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  address  you.     To 
that  letter  and  those  of  the  29th  of  October  and  of  the  17th  of 
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November,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  the  occurrences  during  that 
period. 

I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  have  just  been 
shown  a  copy  in  French  of  a  treaty  signed  the  30th  ultimo  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  by  our  Commissioners  and  Mr. 
Oswald,  in  which  the  essential  objects  desired  by  Congress  have 
been  obtained.  Not  having  it  in  my  power  to  take  a  copy,  I  confine 
myself  to  inform  you  that  it  consists  of  nine  articles,  of  which  the 
principal  are  a  renunciation,  in  the  strongest  terms,  of  all  sovereignty 
claimed  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain  for  himself  and  his  successors. 
A  description  of  the  limits  of  the  States  agreeably  to  the  ultimata  of 
Congress,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect  from  a  cursory  perusal ;  the 
right  of  fishery  on  the  Great  Bank  accorded  ;  the  same  on  the  coasts 
of  Nova  Scotia,  in  the  Straits  of  Labrador,  and  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence,  with  the  permission  to  cure  and  dry  our  fish  on  all  the 
uninhabited  parts  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Labrador,  the  Islands  of 
Magdaline  and  Newfoundland  excepted ;  with  a  proviso,  that  this 
permission  is  to  cease  whenever  the  said  coasts  and  islands  shall  be 
inhabited,  unless  leave  shall  be  demanded  and  obtained  previously 
of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  a  recommendation  of  Congress  to  the 
States  in  favor  of  the  British  who  have  not  borne  arms,  possessing 
property  in  America ;  of  the  non-residents  and  loyal  inhabitants  in 
the  same  predicament,  he,  he,  he.  But  this  article  depends 
entirely  on  the  recommendations  of  Congress,  the  States  being  the 
final  arbiters. 

Great  Britain  in  this  treaty  associates  the  States  in  their  right  of 
the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  also  in  that  of  the 
river  St.  Mary's.  All  places  in  possession  of  the  enemy  belonging 
to  the  United  States  to  be  restored,  with  the  cannon,  &tc.,  he,  which 
shall  appear  to  have  been  their  property,  together  with  the  public 
and  private  archives  which  may  have  fallen  into  their  hands  ;  all 
conquests  made  on  the  one  part  or  the  other  after  the  signature  to 
be  restored.  This  treaty  is  conditional,  that  is,  not  to  take  place 
until  France  has  concluded  a  peace  with  Great  Britain.  Neither 
Spain  nor  Holland  are  mentioned  in  it.  If  political  vengeance  is 
ever  justifiable,  it  is  on  the  present  occasion.  You  will  pardon  the 
hasty  manner  in  which  I  wrote  this.  A  desire  of  augmenting  your 
sources  of  information  will,  I  hope,  plead  my  apology.  I  am  much 
afraid  that  my  situation  here  will  be  more  disagreeable  than  ever. 
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I  flatter  myself  that  my  political  conduct  has  been  such  as  not  to 
draw  upon  me  personal  resentments.  I  hope,  at  all  events,  I  have 
conducted  myself  in  a  manner  not  to  have  merited  censure,  if 
circumstances  have  not  permitted  me  to  acquire  approbation.  For 
the  rest,  I  have  a  full  reliance  on  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Madrid,  December  30th,  1782. 
Sir, 

On  the  10th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  had 
seen  a  French  translation  of  a  conditional  treaty,  concluded  between 
the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  and  Mr.  Oswald 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  the  30th  ultimo.  I  have  since  received 
a  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin  enclosing  a  copy  of  it.  I  hope  it  will  be 
satisfactory  to  Congress,  and  the  people  at  large.  Various  are  the 
reflections  to  which  this  event  has  given  rise  here.  I  am  persuaded 
that  this  Court  was  far  from  expecting  that  Great  Britain  would 
make  the  concessions  she  has  made  to  the  States.  The  surprise, 
and  even  the  chagrin  of  several  of  the  Ministers  and  their  adherents 
were  apparent,  and  from  the  instant  they  received  the  intelligence,  I 
am  convinced  their  attention  has  been  turned  to  peace. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  our  Commissioners  signed  this  treaty 
without  the  privity  of  the  Court  of  France.  This  suggestion  was 
made  with  a  view  to  pacify  this  Court,  and  to  calm  the  resentment, 
which  at  Versailles,  it  was  supposed,  might  be  conceived  here  on 
this  account.  The  means  employed  prove  that  the  French  Ministry 
apprehended  this  resentment,  but  were  in  no  manner  sufficient  to 
answer  the  purpose  they  were  intended  to  serve.  The  Count  de 
Florida  Blanca,  speaking  of  France  upon  this  occasion,  said  to  a 
friend  of  mine  with  some  emotion,  the  French  Ministry  were  too 
precipitate  in  beginning  the  war,  and  is  equally  so  in  their  endeavors 
to  conclude  it.  M.  Musquiz,  the  Minister  of  Finance,  and  M.  Del 
Campo  have  expressed  the  same  sentiments,  and  have  insinuated  to 
some  that  France  concerted  this  measure  with  our  Commissioners  to 
force  Spain  to  a  peace.     To  others  they  expressed  their  apprehen- 
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sions  that  Lord  Shelburne  had  duped  the  French  Cabinet.  They 
fear  the  dupUcity  of  the  latter  Minister,  and  this  fear,  joined  to  their 
present  situation,  has,  probably,  rendered  them  more  reasonable  in 
their  demands  and  concessions.  They  will  now  style  this  conduct 
moderation.  I  conjecture  this,  because  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca, 
speaking  to  the  Russian  Minister  on  the  subject  of  the  peace,  told 
him  that  were  the  propositions  on  the  part  of  Spain  towards  an 
accommodation  known,  all  Europe  would  be  convinced  of  the  mod- 
eration of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  that  for  his  part  he  should  have 
no  objection  to  make  them  public. 

On  the  28th  instant  a  courier  was  despatched  to  Paris  with 
instructions  to  the  Count  d'Aranda.  On  the  18th,  one  was  sent  to 
the  same  Minister,  with  propositions  which  were  then  regarded  as 
their  ultimata.  It  is  now  rumored  in  the  palace  that  Spain  had 
consented  to  leave  Gibraltar  in  the  possession  of  England.  Since 
the  departure  of  this  courier  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  has  spoken 
of  the  peace  as  certain,  if  the  British  Ministry  are  candid.  As 
soon  as  I  received  advice  of  the  treaty  abovementioned,  I  consulted 
the  French  Ambassador  on  the  part  I  had  to  act  here.  I  appre- 
hended that  it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  act  longer  in  a  public 
character,  after  the  acknowledgment  by  Great  Britain,  without  being 
received  in  all  respects  as  such.  He  felt  the  delicacy  of  my  situa- 
tion, and  advised  me  to  remain  tranquil  until  the  fate  of  a  negociation 
for  a  general  pacification  was  known.  In  consequence,  I  have 
confined  myself  to  mere  personal  civilities,  and  have  neither  addressed 
nor  solicited  the  Minister  on  any  affair  since. 

The  affair  of  the  Dover  cutter  remains  in  the  same  situation. 
The  Ministry  have  consented  to  diminish  a  third  part  of  the  duties 
demanded  on  the  produce  of  the  West  Indies  imported  in  American 
vessels.  Mr.  Harrison  has  not  been  obliged  to  pay  as  yet  those 
duties  at  Cadiz.  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  who  arrived  at  that  port  the  23d  instant,  having  preceded 
the  French  fleet  of  nine  sail  and  seven  thousand  troops,  which  sailed 
from  Brest  the  7th.  The  letter  was  calculated  for  inspection,  and 
intended  to  excite  in  this  Ministry  distrust  of  Lord  Shelburne,  and 
to  induce  them  to  furnish  Congress  with  funds  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war.  I  received  it  by  post,  and  answered  it  in  the  same  style, 
by  the  same  conveyance.  I  also  made  use  of  the  hints  to  throw  out 
to  persons  who  I  know  will  convey  them  to  the  Ministry. 
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They  cannot  procure  sufficient  funds  for  their  own  expenses. 
They  have  just  opened  a  loan  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  millions  of 
reals,  of  which  it  is  j)roposed  to  receive  two  thirds  in  cash,  and  the 
other  in  obligations  of  debts  contracted  in  the  reign  of  Philip  V. 
The  duties  on  tobacco  are  engaged  for  the  payment  of  the  interest, 
which  is  three  per  cent,  in  perpetuity,  and  seven  per  cent,  in  annui- 
ties. These  are  the  outlines  of  the  proposed  plan,  I  have  seen  the 
brouillon  of  the  schedule,  which  is  not  yet  published.  No  great 
success  is  expected  from  this  loan.  On  the  20th  an  assembly  of 
the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  San  Carlos  was  held  to  choose 
directors  and  other  officers,  and  to  deliberate  on  further  means  for  its 
establishment.  The  Governor  of  the  Council  of  Castile  presided 
at  this  assembly,  the  Minister  of  Finance  was  present,  as  likewise 
were  the  First  Under  Secretaries  of  the  different  departments  of 
Government.  I  found  means  to  procure  admittance  to  this  meeting. 
Every  proposition  made  by  the  projector  (M.  Cabarrus)  was  unan- 
imously agreed  to.  There  were  no  speeches  except  to  applaud  the 
bounty  of  the  King,  who,  to  enable  the  bank  to  commence  its  oper- 
ations, has  granted  thirty  millions  of  reals  in  specie,  and  to  the 
same  amount  in  grain  for  the  supply  of  the  army,  navy,  he.  The 
directors  chosen  are  much  my  friends,  and  have  promised  to  give 
America  the  preference  in  all  articles  which  it  can  furnish  for  the 
use  of  the  marine,  he,  he.  These  directors,  as  I  advised  you  in 
former  letters,  are  charged  with  the  supplies  for  the  army,  navy,  &;c., 
with  a  commission  of  ten  per  cent,  to  the  profit  of  the  bank.  It 
will  commence  its  proceedings  in  the  month  of  April,  with  a  capital 
of  between  four  and  five  million  of  dollars. 

1  have  mentioned  that  I  was  formally  visited  by  many  members 
of  the  corps  diplomatique  after  the  signature  of  the  treaty  with 
Great  Britain.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  acquaint  you  with  the 
names  of  the  respective  countries  of  those  who  were  the  first  to  pay 
me  their  compliments  on  this  occasion.  The  Ambassadors  of  Vienna 
and  Venice,  the  Ministers  of  Russia,  Prussia,  Saxony,  and  Treves, 
and  the  Charge  d' Affaires  of  Denmark,  paid  me  this  respect.  Most 
of  them,  but  particularly  the  latter,  seemed  desirous  of  being  informed 
of  the  method  Congress  proposed  to  take  for  the  interchange  of 
Ministers.  Not  knowing  the  sentiments  of  Congress  on  this  subject, 
I  replied  that  whenever  they  chose  to  make  official  application  to 
me,  I  would  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  laying  them  before  that 
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body.  Should  Congress  judge  proper  to  employ  persons  at  any  of 
these  Courts,  permit  me  to  suggest  that  the  title  of  Minister  will 
greatly  augment  the  expense  of  these  missions.  That  title  obliges 
their  servants  to  support  an  equipage  and  appearance  in  some  degree 
suitable  to  their  rank,  which  often  renders  it  improper  for  them  to 
associate  with  those  from  whom  the  most  useful  information  is  to  be 
obtained.  The  King  of  Prussia  has  adopted  this  system,  and  I  am 
told  the  Emperor  means  to  do  the  same. 

In  my  next  letter  I  expect  to  send  copies  of  all  our  public  accounts 
here,  and  am  taking  every  proper  step  to  prepare  for  my  departure 
from  hence,  in  case  the  Court  should  not  change  its  conduct.  I 
shall  endeavor  to  behave  on  this  occasion  in  the  manner  least 
offensive  possible,  as  well  in  consideration  for  the  interests  of  our 
allies,  as  from  a  wish  to  prevent  the  Ministry  from  having  any 
reasonable  pretexts  for  disgust.  For  this  purpose  I  have  consulted, 
and  shall  continue  to  consult,  the  French  Ambassador,  as  also  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  whom  I  will  induce  to  come  hither  should 
the  peace  take  place,  of  which  I  have  little  doubt. 

The  divisions  in  Holland  are  higher  than  ever.  The  King  of 
Prussia  seems  disposed  to  take  a  part  in  them  in  favor  of  the 
Stadtholder.  These  divisions  will  probably  be  fatal  to  the  interests 
of  that  country  at  the  peace,  and  afford  a  striking  example  of  the 
necessity  of  union  in  similar  Governments.  I  cannot  refrain  from 
adding  that  our  friends  are  apprehensive  of  animosities  and  jealousies 
between  the  States  in  our  confederation,  and  that  it  seems  to  be  the 
hope  of  our  enemies. 

With  the  most  fervent  wishes  that  the  latter  may  be  disappointed, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Madrid,  January  18th,  1783. 

Sir, 
I  had  the  satisfaction  to  receive  some  days  ago  your  letters  of  the 
6th  of  July  and  the  12th  of  September,  and  am  sorry  that  of  the 
many  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  write  you  in  the  course  of  the 
spring  and  summer  none  had  yet  reached  you.  I  hope  that  this 
circumstance,  which  causes  me  the  greatest  affliction,  will  not  induce 
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you  or  others  to  believe  that  I  have  missed  any  safe  occasion  of 
writing  to  you.  Had  I  been  possessed  of  a  cypher,  I  flatter  myself 
there  would  have  been  less  occasion  for  this  complaint.  I  have 
been,  and  am  at  present,  obliged  to  avail  myself  of  private  convey- 
ances to  forward  my  letters  to  the  sea-ports  of  France  and  Spain  ; 
these  occasions  do  not  offer  so  frequently  as  I  could  desire.  Indeed, 
few  American  vessels  have  sailed  from  Bilboa  this  summer,  and  the 
embargo  at  Cadiz  during  part  of  the  campaign  prevented  me  from 
sending  letters  regularly  from  that  port.  Five  vessels,  by  which  my 
letters  were  forwarded,  have  been  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  others, 
which  I  was  constrained  to  send  by  post  to  L'Orient  and  other  ports 
of  France,  taking  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  prevent  their  being 
inspected,  although  sent  from  hence  in  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  were  not  received  by  my  correspondents  until  the  16th  of 
October.  I  have  received  several  packets  of  newspapers  from  your 
quarter  without  any  letters.  I  must  confess  to  you  that  this  kind  of 
intelligence  is  very  expensive,  every  packet  costing  me  from  five  to 
ten  dollars,  and  we  have  no  allowance  for  extraordinary  expenses. 

Since  my  last,  of  the  31st  ultimo,  I  have  repeatedly  insinuated  to 
those  who  have  the  confidence  of  the  Ministers  my  apprehensions 
that  the  conduct  of  Spain  would  oblige  Congress  to  take  steps  very 
different  from  what  were  their  intentions  when  they  sent  Mr.  Jay  and 
myself  to  this  Court ;  that  I  saw  with  pain  the  use  which  Great 
Britain  hoped  to  make  of  our  resentment ;  and,  to  give  weight  to 
these  insinuations,  I  availed  myself  of  the  letters  which  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette  has  done  me  the  honor  to  address  me  from  Cadiz. 
I  know  these  hints  have  been  conveyed  to  the  Ministry,  and  am 
assured,  underhand,  that  I  shall  have  soon  reason  to  be  satisfied.  To 
these  assurances  I  replied  that,  with  all  the  desire  I  had  to  contribute 
to  a  lasting  harmony  between  the  two  countries,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  me,  consistent  with  propriety  and  the  idea  I  had  of  the 
dignity  of  my  constituents,  to  remain  here  longer  unless  received 
formally  in  the  character  with  which  I  had  been  honored  by 
Congress ;  adding  that  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  receive  letters  of 
recall.  The  methods  taken  to  persuade  me  to  be  tranquil  a  little 
longer,  prove  that  the  Court  thinks  seriously  of  its  situation  with 
respect  to  the  United  States ;  but  it  will  always  be  with  reluctance 
and  an  ill  grace  that  it  will  consent  to  do  what  it  ought  to  have  done  J 
long  ago  generously. 
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Some  small  circumstances  persuade  me  that  M.  Gardoqui  will 
shortly  be  despatched.  He  applies  himself  to  the  French  language 
with  much  assiduity,  and  throws  out  hints  that  he  shall  soon  pay  a 
visit  to  his  wife,  whom  he  has  not  seen  for  two  years  and  a  half.  I 
am  also  told  by  a  lady  much  esteemed  by  M.  Del  Campo,  that  he 
means  shortly  to  leave  Spain,  for  he  has  promised  her  that,  at  his 
departure,  he  will  give  her  a  set  of  horses  to  which  he  is  much 
attached.  It  is  possible  he  may  be  sent  to  aid  the  Count  d'Aranda 
to  arrange  the  commercial  articles  of  the  peace,  of  which  the 
preliminary  articles  are  supposed  by  this  time  to  be  signed. 

The  two  last  mentioned  gentlemen  have  frequently  spoke  to  me 
of  the  disadvantages  of  their  commercial  connexions  with  England  ; 
and  I  have  seized  the  opportunity  of  endeavoring  to  convince  them 
that,  by  according  certain  advantages  to  our  fisheries,  and  by 
contracting  with  us  for  tobacco,  Sec,  instead  of  taking  the  latter 
article  from  Portugal,  they  may  at  the  same  time  prejudice  their 
natural  enemies,  and  perpetuate  a  future  good  understanding  with 
America.  Similar  representations  have  been  made  by  me  with 
respect  to  such  articles  furnished  by  the  northern  Powers,  and 
which  the  States  can  supply.  However,  1  trust  more  to  the  interest 
I  have  with  the  perpetual  directors  of  the  bank  to  obtain  these 
advantages  than  to  any  influence  of  either  of  these  gentlemen. 

I  have  just  been  shown  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  of  pardon  and 
indemnity  granted  to  those  concerned  in  the  insurrection  of  Santa 
Fe  and  the  adjacent  provinces ;  it  was  published  the  12th  of 
August,  1782.  Although  the  Viceroy  endeavors  to  preserve  the 
dignity  and  honor  of  the  Crown  in  the  expressions  of  this  peace, 
yet,  in  fact,  it  accords  all  the  concessions  demanded  by  the  malcon- 
tents. These  disturbances,  and  the  expensive  expeditions  of  the 
Galvez  family,  have  not  only  consumed  the  revenues  of  the  Crown 
in  Spanish  America  received  during  the  war,  but  mortgaged  them  for 
some  years  to  come.  I  am  also  informed  that  the  Court  means  soon 
to  publish  a  new  tariff  on  the  imports  to  this  country.  I  know  that 
such  a  measure  has  been  more  than  two  years  in  agitation,  and  I 
believe  it  will  bear  hard  on  the  commerce  of  other  nations. 

I  refer  you  to  former  letters  for  particulars  respecting  the  negocia- 

tions  for  peace.     I  will  only  add  that  the  Ministry  now  desire  the 

conclusion  of  the  war,  and  even  are  apprehensive  of  the  duplicity 

of  the  British  Cabinet,  which  apprehensions  it  is  the  interest  of 

Vol.  v.— 8 
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Others  to  excite  and  increase.  I  converse  often  with  those  who  have 
their  confidence ;  1  know  their  wants  and  their  fears  of  not  having 
resources  for  the  continuance  of  the  wav,  and  I  am  confident  they 
desire  peace,  and  fear  the  reverse.  The  expedition  from  Cadiz 
would  not  be  ready  until  towards  the  end  of  the  month,  if  it  were 
found  necessary  to  despatch  it.  Forty-eight  sail  of  the  line,  and 
from  eighteen  to  twenty  thousand  men,  and  not  from  ten  to  twelve 
thousand,  as  mentioned  in  my  last,  are  to  be  employed  in  this 
expedition.  The  siege  of  Gibraltar  is  obstinately  and  unprofitably 
continued,  and  the  King  is  made  to  believe  that  in  the  course  of  the 
year  it  will  be  taken  by  sap. 

I  have  received  letters  from  Paris  which  advise  me  that  bills  for 
my  salary  had  been  mentioned  by  you  to  have  been  sent,  but  that 
they  had  not  come  to  hand.  Your  letters,  and  one  I  received  from 
Mr.  Morris,  give  me  the  same  information.  I  could  wish  that  my 
salary  should  be  transmitted  directly  to  me  from  your  Department ; 
but  as  it  does  not  appear  convenient,  I  have  directed  Mr.  John  Ross 
to  receive  it ;  and  I  hope  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  facilitate 
him  the  means  of  doing  it.  A  mistake,  which  is  not  yet  corrected, 
by  Messrs.  Drouilliet,  our  bankers  here,  in  the  account  they  delivered 
me  some  time  ago,  prevents  me  from  transmitting  the  public  accounts 
with  this  letter ;  but  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  I  hope  they  will  be 
con/plete,  when  I  will  do  myself  the  honor  of  forwarding  them, 
together  with  my  account  against  the  public.  I  am  in  much  distress 
for  the  arrears.  I  conclude  with  fervent  wishes  that  every  future 
year  may  present  the  affairs  of  the  United  States  in  the  same  favor- 
able point  of  view  in  which  they  appear  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present ;  and  with  sincere  thanks  for  your  indulgence  hitherto, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Madrid,  February  21st,  1783. 
Sir, 
I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  31st  of  December,  and  the 
18th  and  30th  of  January,  to  which  letters  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
for  the  particular  occurrences  during  that  period. 
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I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Court  of  Spain 
has  at  length  thought  proper  to  receive  me  formally  as  the  Charge 
d' Affaires  of  the  United  States.  The  letters  abovementioned  will 
have  advised  you  of  the  political  motives  which  induced  me  to  wish 
the  presence  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  They  will  also  have 
informed  you  of  the  means  I  employed,  and  which  his  correspond- 
ence enabled  me  to  employ  more  efficaciously  to  impress  this  Court 
with  an  idea  of  the  necessity  of  immediately  acknowledging  the 
independence  of  the  United  States.*  Since  they  were  written  the 
Count  de  Montmorin  had  a  long  conversation  on  the  subject  of  our 
affairs  with  the  King,  and  afterwards  with  the  Count  de  Florida 
Blanca.  The  King's  answer  to  the  Ambassador's  representations 
was,  We  shall  see.  The  Minister  appeared  still  desirous  of  procras- 
tinating. 

On  the  instant  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  arrived,  and  with  that 
zeal  and  ardor  which  ever  influenced  him  when  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  were  in  question,  immediately  consulted  with  me  on 
the  steps  to  be  taken  with  the  Minister.  I  informed  him  of  what  I 
had  done. 

We  were  of  the  same  opinion,  viz.,  that  he  should  seize  the  first 
opportunity  of  speaking  to  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  on  the 
subject  of  our  affairs.  He  did  so,  communicating  to  me  the  partic- 
ulars of  the  conversation.  As  the  Marquis  proposes  to  address  you 
by  the  same  vessel,  by  which  you  will  receive  this  letter,  I  refer  you 
to  his  circumstantial  relation  of  his  conferences.  My  reception  in  a 
public  character  has  been  the  result;  and  last  night  the  Marquis 
accompanied  me  to  an  audience  of  the  Minister.  He  was  content 
with  my  reception,  and  personally  I  had  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied. 
The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  remarked  to  vne,  smiling,  that  he 
thought  that  1  had  left  Madrid.  I  did  not  choose,  as  things  were  in 
so  good  a  train,  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  reasons  which 
induced  me  to  forbear  my  visits  to  him,  and  therefore  only  replied, 
that  I  never  found  myself  so  well  at  Madrid  as  at  present.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  repeat  such  parts  of  the  conversation  as  were  merely 
personal.  His  expressions  of  friendship  for  the  Marquis  were 
unbounded,  and  the  latter  omitted  no  opportunity  of  pressing  in  the 

*  See  the  letters  here  referred  to  in  M.  de  la  Fayette's  Correspondence,  in  the 
present  work. 
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Strongest  manner  the  Minister  to  take  speedy  and  efFectual  measures 
to  convince  the  States  of  the  desire  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  to 
cultivate  their  amity. 

The  Marquis  informs  me  that  he  sent  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  he 
wrote  to  the  Minister,  in  order  to  obtain  a  written  answer,  conceding 
points  to  which  he  had  agreed  in  conversation.  He  pressed  an 
answer  to  this  letter,  and  was  assured  by  the  Count  de  Florida 
Blanca  that  he  should  have  it  on  the  Saturday  morning  following, 
and  that  it  would  be  satisfactory.  The  Count  invited  me  to  dine 
with  him  on  that  day  as  Charge  df  Affaires  of  America,  and  as 
I  had  suggested  to  the  Marquis  that  I  should  choose  a  written 
invitation  in  the  customary  form,  the  Marquis  took  the  Count  aside 
and  spoke  to  him  of  it  in  the  Ambassador's  name.  The  latter 
admitted  the  propriety  of  the  proposal,  and  promised  to  send  it. 
There  is  but  one  circumstance  which  occasions  a  difficulty  with 
respect  to  my  presentation,  it  has  hitherto  been  the  etiquette  to 
present  no  Charge  cf  Affaires  to  the  King  and  royal  family,  except 
those  from  France  and  Vienna.  The  Count  mentioned  this  to  us, 
but  at  the  same  time  said  I  should  be  received  in  the  most  honor- 
able manner.  Personally  these  distinctions  will  never  influence  my 
conduct,  but  nationally  I  should  wish  to  obtain  every  mark  of  honor 
possible  for  the  representatives  of  the  United  States.  For  this  reason 
I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  to  the  Marquis,  that  I  ought  not  to  go  to 
Court  until  this  point  was  settled.    His  sentiments  were  the  same. 

There  are,  however,  difficulties  to  be  apprehended  in  the  attain- 
ment of  this  object.  The  short  stay  of  the  Marquis  here,  the 
necessity  of  my  being  constantly  with  him,  the  desire  he  has  shown 
to  treat  me  on  all  occasions,  and  in  the  most  public  manner  as  the 
representative  of  the  country  he  serves,  and  to  be  introduced  by  me 
every  where ;  all  these  circumstances  have  engaged  so  much  of  my 
attention  and  time,  as  to  preclude  me  from  entering  into  further 
details ;  details  which  will  be  unnecessary  after  those  you  will 
assuredly  receive  from  himself.  It  is  the  happiest  circumstance  of 
my  life,  that  the  man  whose  services  I  was  instrumental  in  procuring 
to  my  country,  should  be  the  one  to  whom  in  a  great  measure  I  owe 
my  first  public  appearance  at  the  Court  of  Spain. 

The  precipitate  departure  of  the  Marquis  prevents  me  from 
copying,  in  time  for  this  conveyance,  the  public  accounts.  In  ten 
days  they  will  all  be  complete,  and  I  hope  I  shall  be  enabled,  by 
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our  Minister  in  France,  to  pay  the  balances,  which  are  not  consid- 
erable, and  by  that  means  commence  our  political  career  here  with 
the  credit  and  reputation  which  we  have  hitherto  preserved. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  he, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Madrid,  March  13th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  18th  and  30th  of  January, 
and  the  21st  ultimo.  In  the  last  I  advised  you  that  this  Court  had 
consented  to  receive  me  in  a  public  character,  and  as  such  I  had 
been  formally  invited  to  dine  with  the  corps  diplomatique,  at  the 
Count  de  Florida  Blanca's  table.  On  the  22d  ultimo,  accompanied 
by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  I  went  to  the  Pardo,  the  present 
residence  of  the  royal  family,  where  we  dined  together,  a  circum- 
stance which  not  a  little  surprised  several  of  the  foreign  Ministers, 
who  knew  that  I  had  for  some  time  neglected  to  pay  my  court  there. 
Those  of  Russia  and  Vienna  were  particularly  curious.  From  their 
conduct  then  and  since,  I  am  persuaded  they  are  mortified  in  having 
led  their  respective  Courts  to  believe  that  a  connexion  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain  was  more  distant  than  it  appears  to  be  at 
present. 

The  not  having  as  yet  been  presented,  occasioned  many  conjec- 
tures, and  subjects  me  to  many  questions.  I  have  been  asked  by 
several  of  the  foreign  Ministers  if  I  meant  to  pay  the  usual  visits, 
and  to  make  the  customary  notifications  of  this  event  to  the  corps 
diplomatique  here.  I  have  in  general  replied,  that  I  had  not 
determined  as  yet  what  would  be  my  conduct  on  the  occasion,  but 
that  certainly,  if  presented  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Jay,  I  should  visit 
none,  however  great  my  personal  respect  might  be  for  them,  without 
being  previously  informed  that  they  would  return  my  visit.  It  is  ray 
opinion,  I  ought  to  wait  on  none  but  those  of  France,  Holland,  and 
Prussia  ;  the  latter,  because  on  his  presentation  to  the  royal  family, 
he  paid  the  same  compliment  to  me  as  to  others.  I  presume  that 
my  presentation  will  not  take  place  until  the  Count  de  Florida 
Blanca  receives  an  answer  from   the  Count  d'Aranda,  whom  he 
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directed  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Jay  the  present  disposition  of  this 
Court. 

On  the  15th  ultimo  the  Court  of  Portugal  thought  proper  to  repeal 
an  ordinance,  published  the  5th  of  July,  1776,  prohibiting  the  entry 
of  all  American  vessels  into  the  ports  of  Portugal,  &;c.,  Sec,  and 
directing  in  future,  that  they  shall  be  treated  on  the  same  footing  as 
those  of  other  nations  in  friendship  with  that  Crown. 

On  the  30th  of  January  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  was 
more  than  probable  that  the  Emperor  and  Russia  meditated  great 
designs.  It  has  been  my  constant  endeavor  since  to  procure  inform- 
ation on  that  head.  I  will  not  pretend  to  give  as  authentic  the 
result  of  my  inquiries,  although  I  have  collected  my  information 
from  various  persons  in  a  situation  of  knowing  what  passes  at  these 
Courts.  From  these  I  have  collected  that,  in  the  month  of  April, 
1780,  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Petersburgh  adopted  the  project  of 
attacking  the  Turkish  Empire  in  Europe,  and  at  that'  period  con- 
cluded an  eventual  partition  treaty.  In  order  to  have  time  to  make 
the  necessary  preparations  for  this  war,  and  to  conceal  their  real 
intentions,  these  Courts  offered  their  mediation  to  the  belligerent 
Powers,  and  proposed  a  general  Congress,  in  which  they  hoped  to 
embroil  matters  still  further  and  to  retard  the  peace.  The  Courts  of 
France  and  Spain  were  aware  of  their  intention,  and  although  they 
accepted  the  proffered  offer  of  mediation,  they  evaded,  under  different 
pretexts,  fixing  either  the  place  or  the  time  for  assembling  the  Con- 
gress. I  remarked  that  soon  after  the  signature  of  our  provisional 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  the  Ambassador  of  the  Emperor  and  the 
Russian  Minister  were  very  uneasy,  and  exceedingly  inquisitive  to 
know  whether  there  would  be  a  general  Congress  or  not,  sounding 
me  on  that  subject  on  a  supposition  that  I  should  be  advised  of  it  by 
Dr.  Franklin.  Lately  they  have  circulated  a  report  that  the  Congress 
would  be  held  at  Vienna.  The  Count  de  Montmorin,  who  was 
compromitted  in  this  rumor,  took  an  opportunity  to  mention  publicly 
that,  neither  viva  voce  nor  by  letter  had  he  given  the  least  surmise 
that  would  authorise  it.  Since,  from  the  same  quarter,  it  has  been 
insinuated  that  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Petersburgh  had  taken 
their  measures,  and  would  not  be  deterred  from  the  prosecution  of 
them. 

Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  persuade  others  that  the  King 
of  Prussia  had  acceded  to  this  confederation  on  consideration  of 
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Courland,  and  that  part  of  Silesia  still  in  possession  of  the  Austrian 
family,  being  ceded  to  him.  This  gained  credit  even  at  Court,  and 
my  intimacy  with  the  Prussian  Minister  induced  me  to  speak  of  it  to 
him  in  a  friendly  way,  as  a  circumstance  that  would  be  prejudicial 
to  his  negociation  here.  He  then  assured  me  he  had  no  information 
on  the  subject ;  and  on  my  naming  to  him  the  source  from  whence 
I  had  my  information,  he  cautiously  avoided  appearing  united  with 
the  Imperial  and  Russian  representatives;  and  a  day  or  two  ago 
positively  assured  me  that  he  had  received  letters  from  the  King 
which  authorised  him  to  say  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  this 
rumor.  He  made,  I  believe,  the  same  communication  to  the  Count 
de  Montmorin,  and  further  observed  to  me  that  the  Court  of  Vienna 
had  made  use  of  the  same  artifice  to  induce  the  Elector  of  Bavaria 
to  consent  to  a  dismemberment  of  his  country. 

The  last  letters  from  the  north  speak  much  of  the  great  prepara- 
tions for  war  making  in  the  Austrian  and  Russian  dominions.  The 
firm  conduct  of  the  Court  of  France  may  dissipate  this  storm,  if  the 
accession  of  the  Court  of  Prussia  to  this  confederation  should  not 
prove  true.  I  have  been  assured,  from  a  very  good  quarter,  that 
Lord  Shelburne  saw  with  uneasiness  the  intentions  of  the  Emperor 
and  Russia.  But  the  late  triumphs  of  his  opponents  in  Parliament 
will  probably  oblige  him  to  resign.  The  preliminary  articles  of 
peace,  particularly  those  with  the  United  States,  were  very  ill 
received.  The  address  of  thanks  in  the  lower  House  was  negatived 
by  a  majority  of  sixteen,  and  carried  in  the  upper  by  eight  only. 
Lord  Grantham  told  the  Charge  (V Affaires  of  Spain  that  the  treaty 
with  America  had  been  the  ruin  of  Lord  Shelburne's  administration  ; 
that  he  expected  to  be  obliged  to  give  in  his  resignation  also,  for 
which  reason  he  could  not  proceed  in  his  negociation  until  he  saw 
whether  the  administration  of  which  he  was  a  member  kept  its 
ground  or  not. 

Thus  for  the  present  all  is  anarchy  and  confusion  in  England. 
The  same  spirit  of  division  seems  to  have  seized  the  army  and  navy. 
There  have  been  great  riots  at  Portsmouth.  The  scarcity  of  grain 
may  occasion  similar  disturbances  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
The  Danish  Envoy  at  this  Court  has  just  communicated  to  me 
letters  which  he  has  received  from  his  Court  in  answer  to  those 
which  he  wrote  in  consequence  of  his  conversation  with  me  on  the 
subject  of  the  treaty  between   the  United  States  and  Denmark. 
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The  Minister  advises  him,  in  order  to  accelerate  this  affair,  that  the 
King  had  thought  proper  to  send  to  Paris  a  person  with  powers  to 
treat  with  Dr.  Franklin.  That  this  gentleman  was  to  leave  Copen- 
hagen the  middle  of  February,  and  had  instructions  to  communicate 
to  him  the  result  of  his  conferences  with  Dr.  Franklin,  and  that  he 
himself  had  orders  to  impart  to  me  this  correspondence.  He  added 
that  the  King  was  sincerely  disposed  to  cultivate  an  amity  with  the 
States  ;  that  Denmark  would  make  Christianstand  a  free  port  to  the 
commerce  of  America,  and  give  it  every  other  advantage  in  Europe 
and  the  West  Indies  which  could  be  reasonably  desired.  He  finished 
by  entreating  me  to  make  known  these  sentiments  to  Congress. 

The  Saxon  Minister  daily  expects  permission  to  give  me  extracts 
from  such  despatches  of  his  Court  to  him  as  relate  to  our  affairs,  in 
order  to  convince  Congress  of  the  early  desire  of  the  Elector  to  form 
connexions  between  the  citizens  of  the  States  and  his  subjects.  The 
Minister  of  Sweden  is  much  mortified  that  the  negociation  which  he 
commenced  with  me  should  have  been  taken  out  of  his  hands  and 
given  to  the  Ambassador  from  that  Court  at  Paris.  He  informs  me 
that  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  is  on  the  point  of  being  con- 
cluded, if  not  already  signed,  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  the  Swedish 
representative  at  Paris. 

Thus,  sir,  we  have  the  pleasure  to  see  arrive  the  period  when  our 
friendship  is  solicited  by  most  of  the  European  nations.  As  we 
shall  have  undoubtedly  a  considerable  commerce  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, it  is  to  be  wished  that  early  measures  may  be  taken  to 
cultivate  the  friendship  of  the  States  of  Barbary.  It  has  been 
reported  here  that  Spain  will  make  another  attempt  on  Algiers  as 
soon  as  the  definitive  treaty  is  signed. 

The  bank  so  often  mentioned  in  former  letters  will  very  soon  com- 
mence its  operations.  The  subscription  fills  fast,  and  the  directors 
assure  me  they  shall  be  able  to  fulfil  what  they  have  promised  to  the 
public.  The  directors  for  the  supply  of  the  army  and  navy  have 
engaged  to  give  America  the  preference  for  such  supplies  as  they 
may  from  time  to  time  stand  in  need  of  from  thence,  and  for  this 
purpose  have  taken  from  me  the  address  of  mercantile  houses  in  the 
different  States.  I  mention  this  in  order  that  the  different  members 
in  Congress  may  be  enabled  to  inform  their  constituents,  who  perhaps 
might  choose  to  furnish  supplies  of  the  produce  of  the  States  to 
which  they  belong  to  this  country,  and  who  may  be  able  to  do  it 
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on  better  terms  than  the  parties  1  have  recommended.  The  articles 
most  in  demand  will  be  masts,  spars,  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  flour, 
grain,  fish,  he.  The  tariff  mentioned  in  my  last  excites  universal 
complaint ;  there  is  scarce  a  Minister  from  a  maritime  Court  who  is 
not  preparing  to  make  remonstrances.  I  shall  see  what  success  they 
have,  and  regulate  my  conduct  thereby.  If  we  obtain  any  partial 
advantages,  they  must  be  derived  from  treaty  and  the  desire  of  Spain 
to  cultivate  our  friendship. 

The  Court  has  not  yet  named  a  Minister  to  the  United  States. 
Indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  proper  person  for  this  employment. 
I  proposed  to  a  M.  Jose  Llanos,  a  gentleman  highly  respected  here 
for  his  abilities  and  his  agreeable  manners,  this  commission.  He 
is  nephew  of  the  Duke  d'Osada,  a  favorite  of  the  King.  The 
proposal  was  received  with  great  marks  of  satisfaction,  and  will 
contribute  to  secure  his  good  will  and  friendship,  as  well  as  that 
of  his  uncle,  if  it  answers  no  other  purpose.  The  same  Under 
Secretary  in  the  foreign  department  who  is  charged  with  the  aflfairs 
of  Great  Britain  has  also  the  direction  of  those  of  the  United  States. 
On  being  informed  of  this  circumstance,  I  paid  him  my  compliments, 
and  shall  neglect  nothing  which  shall  enable  me  to  secure  his  good 
will,  on  Vv'hich,  in  a  great  measure,  depends  the  despatch  of  business 
which  passes  through  his  hands. 

Since  my  residence  in  this  country,  I  have  written  several  long 
letters  to  the  Philadelphia  Philosophical  Society,  in  which,  among 
other  things,  I  recommended  to  its  attention  the  nomination  of 
persons  in  this  country  as  honorary  members.  I  know  not  whether 
these  letters  ever  came  to  hand,  for  which  reason  permit  me  to 
suggest  to  you,  whether  the  nomination  of  the  most  distinguished 
literary  characters  in  the  different  countries  of  Europe  might  not  be 
useful.  The  suffrage  of  the  republic  of  letters  has  contributed  to 
give  us  a  celebrity  during  the  war,  and  this  union  formed  with  its 
chiefs  in  various  countries,  will  secure  useful  connexions  to  our 
Ministers,  as  well  as  to  the  American  youth  who  may  travel  for 
instruction.  Should  this  idea  meet  your  approbation,  I  would  take 
the  liberty  of  recommending  the  Count  de  Campomanes,  Fiscal  of 
the  Council  of  Castile,  the  abovementioned  Don  Caspar  Jose  Llanos, 
and  the  Abbe  Gavarra,  Secretary  of  the  Academy  of  History. 

In  consequence  of  your  request  to  nominate  a  person  to  receive 
my  salary,  I  have  written  to  Mr.  John  Ross  to  act  for  me.     I  have 
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now  more  than  three  quarters  clue,  and  am  absolutely  obliged  to  live 
on  credit.  I  am  under  great  obligations  to  Dr.  Franklin  for  his 
kindness  in  assuming  the  bills  which  I  have  been  constrained  to  draw 
on  him  hitherto,  but  dare  not  draw  for  the  amount  of  salary  due  me, 
lest  he  should  not  have  funds.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  retrench 
my  expenses,  without,  at  the  same  time,  depriving  myself  of  the 
occasions  of  seeing  frequently  those  here  from  whom  alone  useful 
information  can  be  drawn. 

I  am  happy  to  have  had  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  a  witness  of 
my  conduct,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  his  testimony  will  convince 
you  that  I  have  neglected  nothing  to  conciliate  the  esteem  of  the 
best  informed  natives,  and  the  most  distinguished  foreigners  at  this 
Court,  from  whom  I  could  expect  either  countenance  or  intelligence. 
If  possible,  I  will  endeavor  to  send  with  this  letter  copies  of  all 
public  accounts.  Having  no  one  to  assist  me  in  the  comparing  with 
the  books  and  examining  the  number  of  bills  which  have  been  paid-^ 
their  dates,  &;c.,  he,  in  making  out  copies,  and  being  but  an 
indifferent  accountant,  I  proceed  more  slowly  than  I  desire  in  their 
arrangement.  I  hope  Congress  will  finally  have  no  reason  to  com- 
plain, as  it  has  been,  and  ever  will  be,  my  highest  ambition  to  merit 
the  confidence  reposed  in  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

Philadelphia,  May  7th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  congratulate  you  upon  the  turn  our  affairs  are  hkely  to  take 

with  you,  and  the  prospect  your  letters  open  of  a  speedy  connexion 

between  us  and  the  Court  of  Madrid.     Her  cold  and  distant  conduct 

(which  I  much  lament)  has  somewhat   damped   the  ardor  of  this 

country  to  render  that  connexion  as  intimate  as  possible.    No  people 

in  the  world  are  more  governed  by  their  feelings  than  the  Americans, 

of  which  the  late  war  was  a  striking  proof,  and  those  feelings  have 

been  long  sported  with  in  Spain.     Yet  men  of  reflection  see  the 

propriety  of  overlooking  the  past,  and  forming  in  future  a  durable 

connexion. 
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We  are  necessary  to  each  other,  and  our  mutual  friendship  must 
conduce  to  the  happiness  of  both.  Should  Spain  have  the  magna- 
nimity to  reject  partial  considerations,  and  offer  such  a  treaty  of 
commerce  as  her  own  true  interest  and  ours  require,  we  shall  now 
lay  the  foundation  of  a  friendship  that  will  endure  for  ages.  But 
should  she  contend  with  us  for  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
which  is  now  ours  by  the  titles,  should  she  deny  us  the  privilege  of 
cutting  wood  in  the  bays  of  Campeachy  and  Honduras,  while  she 
grants  it  to  the  English,  she  will,  without  serving  herself,  injure  us, 
and  open  the  wounds  which  her  kindness  should  close. 

I  have  no  particular  directions  to  give  you  with  respect  to  your 
mission ;  your  conduct  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  Congress,  and  I 
doubt  not  that  you  will  continue  to  pursue  such  a  line  as  will  render 
you  most  acceptable  to  the  Court  of  Madrid.  We  have  now  no 
particular  favors  to  ask,  and  the  ground  on  which  we  stand  will,  I 
hope,  preserve  us  from  future  neglects,  and  enable  you  to  obtain  the 
practice  you  have  been  so  long  soliciting  in  those  matters  of  a  private 
nature  which  you  mention. 

I  am  surprised  to  hear  that  you  have  not  received  your  salary, 
since  it  has  been  regularly  remitted  every  quarter  to  Dr.  Franklin, 
ever  since  the  1st  of  January,  1782.  By  letters  from  Mr.  Lewis 
Morris,  you  will  learn  that  the  money  paid  here  was  laid  out  in  bills 
of  exchange  at  six  shillings  and  three  pence,  this  money,  for  five 
livres,  and  the  bills  sent  out.  This  exchange  was  in  your  favor,  but 
by  the  enclosed  retrospective  resolution,  (passed  in  consequence 
of  a  representation  from  Dr.  Franklin,  that  the  salaries  should  not 
depend  upon  the  fluctuations  of  exchange,)  Congress  have  deducted 
that  advantage  from  the  quarter's  salary,  which  was  due  on  the  1st 
of  April.  The  balance  will  be  paid  in  bills  to  Mr.  Ross,  agreeably 
to  your  order,  as  soon  as  I  can  prevail  on  Mr.  Robert  Morris  to 
draw,  which  he  says  will  be  in  a  few  days.  No  commission  has 
been  or  will  be  charged  by  me  upon  these  money  transactions,  so 
that  your  salary  will  be  five  livres  five  sous  per  dollar,  considered  at 
four  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling,  not  without  deduction  from  the 
1st  of  January,  1782. 

I  need  not  tell  you  that  the  terms  of  the  provisional  treaty  were 
very  acceptable  here ;  all  but  those  articles  that  relate  to  the  loyal- 
ists, upon  which  subject  I  fear  the  recommendations  of  Congress, 
when  made,  will  not  effect  what  is  expected  of  them.     Of  this  the 
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unhappy  people  wlio  are  the  objects  of  them  appear  to  be  very 
sensible,  and  are  going  in  much  greater  numbers  than  I  could  wish 
to  Nova  Scotia.  Congress  have  ratified  the  treaty;  we  are  now 
mutually  discharging  prisoners.  We  shall  send  in  about  six  thou- 
sand men  in  good  health  and  spirits,  in  return  for  a  fejv  hundred 
poor  debilitated  wretches  who  have  lost  their  health  in  the  prison- 
ships.  You  will  be  struck  with  the  contrast  between  our  conduct 
to  the  captives  and  theirs,  when  I  assure  you  that  out  of  one  thou- 
sand men  confined  in  close  jail  in  Philadelphia  for  a  twelve-month, 
but  sixteen  died.  Though  the  knowledge  of  this  can  answer  no 
political  purpose  at  present,  it  is  not  amiss  that  facts  which  mark 
the  humanity  of  a  young  nation  should  be  known.  The  measures 
which  Congress  have  lately  adopted  for  securing  half-pay  to  the 
troops  have  given  them  satisfaction,  and  they  look  with  patriotic 
pleasure  to  the  hour  of  their  dissolution.  We  have  yet  no  knowledge 
of  the  time  the  British  have  fixed  for  the  evacuation  of  New  York^ 
on  which  subject  I  imagine  they  have  yet  received  no  orders,  though 
the  communication  between  us  and  them  is  perfectly  open  at  present. 
You  will  continue  to  employ  your  leisure  in  writing  to  us,  and  when 
no  public  business  demands  your  attention,  let  us  learn  from  you  the 
political  and  commercial  history  of  the  Court  and  country  you  are 
in.  In  doing  this  I  beg  leave  to  remind  you  that  general  histories 
are  in  every  body's  hands ;  that  minute  details  are  requisite  to  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  a  country. 

I  thank  you  for  the  information  you  have  given  relative  to  the 
siege  of  Gibraltar;  it  is  curious  and  interesting. 

I  am,  sir,  he,  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Madrid,  July  19th,  1783. 

Sir, 
A  few  days  ago  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  receive  a  letter  which 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  the  7th  of  May.  It  is  the  only 
one  which  has  reached  me  from  the  department  of  Foreign  Affairs 
since  the  12th  of  September,  1782.  I  am  happy  to  find  my  con- 
duct has  the  approbation  of  Congress.     The  delicate  situation  in 
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which  I  have  found  myself  here,  and  a  total  privation  of  intelligence 
from  America,  embarrassed  me  greatly  ;  I  was  apprehensive,  on  the 
one  hand,  that  a  marked  resentment  of  the  coldness  and  delays  of  this 
Court  might  compromise  our  ally  and  embroil  still  further  our  affairs 
here ;  and  on  the  other,  I  felt  that  it  was  not  decent  longer  to  solicit 
the  amity  of  a  nation  which  has  long  trifled  with  the  proposals  of 
the  States.  I  was  not  authorized  to  negociate.  and  if  I  had  been, 
I  had  no  instructions  but  those  which  were  given  to  Mr.  Jay  in 
1779. 

Our  affairs  have  taken  such  a  different  aspect  since  that  period, 
that  these  could  be  of  little  use  to  me.  Thus  circumstanced,  I 
contented  myself  with  taking  every  opportunity  of  pointing  out  to 
the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  and  others  the  conduct  which  I  pre- 
sumed would  be  most  advantageous  to  my  country,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  it  would  cement  a  lasting  harmony  between  the  two 
nations.  I  received  constantly  general  assurances  of  the  favorable 
disposition  of  the  King.  The  letter  transmitted  by  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  and  those  which  1  have  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you 
before  and  since  that  period,  will  have  informed  you  of  the  nature  of 
them.  I  was  induced  to  believe  these  assurances  were  sincere,  more 
from  the  opinion  that  it  was  the  true  interest  of  this  Court  to  follow 
that  line  of  conduct  than  from  any  confidence  in  the  real  good  will 
or  good  faith  of  Government  here.  Its  apparent  jealousy  of  our 
rising  importance  and  of  our  vicinity  to  their  American  possessions, 
joined  to  its  past  conduct,  I  think  will  justify  these  sentiments. 

A  few  days  ago  the  Minister  of  the  Indies,  speaking  of  America 
in  general,  wished  the  whole  continent  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean. 
I  believe  he  has  his  particular  reasons  for  this  wish.  The  advice 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  transmit  you  from  time  to  time  of  the 
discontents  and  disturbances  in  Mexico  and  Peru,  will,  in  some 
measure,  explain  the  cause  of  his  dissatisfaction.  The  last  intelli- 
gence received  from  Buenos  Ayres  is  by  no  means  agreeable.  The 
Court  keeps  the  most  guarded  silence  on  this  subject,  and  the  Min- 
ister has  taken  care  to  stop  all  letters  of  a  late  date  brought  by 
packets  from  that  part  of  the  world.  I  have,  hov/ever,  been  informed 
by  natives  of  consequence  from  these  countries  who  reside  here,  and 
who  pay  their  court  every  day  to  M.  Galvez,  that  the  spirit  of  revolt 
increases,  and  that  the  conduct  of  the  officers,  civil  and  military, 
sent  from  hence  is  so  odious  and  intolerable  to  all  classes  of  people, 
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that  the  worst  consequences  are  to  be  apprehended.  These  Amer- 
icans treat  me  with  the  cordiahty  of  countrymen.  The  other  night, 
being  at  the  Tertulha  (assembly)  of  Madame  Galvez,  the  Count 
d'Oreilly  entered.  I  saw  indignation  immediately  painted  on  their 
countenances,  and  one  of  them  accosting  me,  said,  "  There,  my 
countryman,  is  a  specimen  of  the  Governors  they  send  us,"  alluding 
to  the  perfidy  and  cruelties  of  that  General  in  Louisiana.  I  was 
cautious  in  my  reply,  as  indeed  I  have  been  in  all  conversations 
which  I  have  had  with  these  or  others  on  this  subject.  The  appre- 
hensions which  the  situation  of  their  Colonies  might  be  supposed  to 
excite,  do  not  appear  to  influence  the  conduct  of  the  Count  de 
Florida  Blanca. 

In  my  letter  of  the  25th  of  June  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you 
my  conjectures  on  the  part  Spain  seemed  disposed  to  take  in  the 
war  commenced  by  Russia  against  the  Turks.  These  conjectures 
have  been  confirmed  by  circumstances  which  have  since  come  to 
my  knowledge.  The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  takes  an  active  part 
in  negociating  and  exciting  the  distrust  of  other  nations  against  the 
supposed  designs  of  the  Imperial  Courts.  There  have  been  frequent 
conferences  of  late  between  that  Minister,  the  French  and  Portu- 
guese Ambassadors,  and  the  Count  de  Fernan  Nunez,  now  here  on 
conge  from  Portugal.  It  is  surmised  that  the  object  of  them  is  to 
exclude  from  the  ports  of  the  Court  of  Lisbon  the  fleet  which  Russia 
has  talked  of  sending  into  the  Mediterranean,  and  to  avoid  giving 
a  pointed  offence  to  the  Empress  by  this  exclusion,  it  is  proposed  to 
extend  it  to  all  nations  at  war.  Many  circumstances  induce  rae  to 
credit  this  surmise.  The  Russian  Minister  here  is  informed  from 
Lisbon  of  this  negociation,  and  accuses  the  Portuguese  Ambassador 
(who  is  a  weak  and  vain  man)  of  being  entirely  gained  by  the  court 
paid  him  here. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  engage  the  Genoese  and  Venetians  to 
enter  into  the  same  views.  I  know  the  sentiments  of  the  Ambassa- 
dor from  the  latter  Republic  on  this  subject.  He  is  piqued  by  the 
little  confidence  placed  in  him  by  this  Court,  on  account  of  letters 
from  him  to  his  constituents,  placing  the  affairs  of  this  country  in  an 
unfavorable  aspect.  Copies  of  these  letters  have  some  how  or  other 
been  procured  by  the  Spanish  Ambassador  there,  and  transmitted 
hither.  He  advises  the  Republic  to  remain  neutral,  notwithstanding 
the  jealousies  which  others  endeavor  to  inspire  of  the  Emperor's 
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intentions.  Tiiat  Prince  continues  to  make  the  most  formidable 
preparations,  while  at  the  same  time  he  endeavors  to  persuade  others, 
particularly  the  Court  of  France,  that  he  does  not  enter  into  the 
designs  of  Russia.  Your  information  from  Paris  will  be  much  more 
accurate  than  any  that  I  can  give  you  on  this  subject.  If  the  Court 
of  Versailles  was  not  well  satisfied  with  the  dispositions  of  this  Court, 
the  Count  de  Montmorin  would  not  be  permitted  to  return  to  France 
at  this  crisis.  He  talks  of  leaving  Spain  in  the  month  of  September, 
or  sooner,  should  the  definitive  treaty  be  concluded.  A  courier  is 
daily  expected  with  the  news  of  the  signature. 

This  intelligence  will  be  the  more  agreeable,  as  doubts  have  been 
entertained  of  the  intentions  of  the  English  Cabinet.  The  frequent 
conferences  of  Mr.  Fox  and  the  Russian  Minister  at  London,  and 
the  permission  given  to  Russian  Commissaries  to  prepare  for  the 
reception  of  the  fleets  of  that  nation,  may  have  excited  these  doubts. 
Mr.  Fox  in  the  course  of  the  negociations  of  the  definitive  treaty  has 
cavilled  on  every  point,  and  raised  difficulties  and  delays  on  every 
occasion.  It  would,  perhaps,  have  facilitated  the  conclusion  of  our 
treaty  with  this  country,  if  we  could  have  adjusted  the  articles  of  it 
before  theirs  with  Great  Britain  is  signed.  I  am  afraid  it  will  be 
difficult  to  obtain  permission  to  cut  wood  in  the  bays  of  Campeachy 
and  Honduras.  This  point,  as  I  informed  you  in  my  last,  was  a 
subject  of  long  discussion  at  London.  The  limits  occasioned  the 
obstacles  on  the  part  of  Spain.  I  have  insinuated  from  time  to  time 
to  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  the  good  effects  the  grant  of  this 
permission  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  would  have  in  Amer- 
ica. But  M.  Galvez,  as  Minister  of  the  Indies,  will  be  consulted  on 
this  point,  as  well  as  on  that  of  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  I  believe  will  obstruct  as  much  as  possible  the  cessions  we 
desire.  He  is  obstinate  to  the  last  degree,  and  rarely  swerves  from 
the  system  he  has  once  adopted.  Perseverance  and  steadiness  on 
our  part  must  from  the  nature  of  things  probably  prevail. 

There  is  no  appearance  of  material  changes  in  the  Ministry  here, 
It  is  said  the  King  is  not  satisfied  with  the  new  Minister  of  Marine. 
The  friends  of  the  Count  d'Oreilly  flattered  themselves  that  he  would 
be  named  Minister  of  War.  But  his  return  to  his  Government  of 
Andalusia,  after  a  shorter  stay  than  he  intended,  dissipated  the 
expectations  formed  on  this  head.  I  paid  hina  my  court  during  the 
time  he  was  here,  in  order  to  secure  his  influence  in  favor  of  our 
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commerce  at  Cadiz.  The  appointment  of  a  consul  is  very  neces- 
sary at  that  port,  and  certainly  no  person  will  ever  perform  the 
functions  of  that  office  with  more  credit  to  himself  and  country  than 
Mr.  Richard  Harrison,  who  for  three  years  past  has  gratuitously 
done  all  our  business  here. 

The  time  of  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  is  so  much  occupied  by 
projects  of  reform  in  the  administration  of  the  revenues,  he,  and  by 
the  negociations  beforementioned,  that  it  is  difficult  if  not  impracti- 
cable to  see  him,  particularly  while  the  Court  is  in  the  capital.  He 
promised  at  Aranjues  to  give  me  a  positive  answer  here  with  regard 
to  my  presentation  to  the  King  and  royal  family,  but  I  have  been  so 
accustomed  to  promises  and  delays,  that  I  have  little  expectations  he 
will  keep  his  word.  I  attend  the  answer  of  Congress  to  my  letter  of 
the  23d  of  May,  in  which  I  recapitulated  the  difficulties  started  on 
this  subject. 

The  expedition  against  Algiers  sailed  on  the  2d  instant.  Enclosed 
1  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  list  of  its  force.  The  religious  cere- 
monies observed  previous  to  the  departure  of  this  armament  recall  to 
mind  those  practiced  in  the  time  of  the  crusades.  A  pompous 
procession,  composed  of  the  clergy  of  all  orders,  and  of  the  civil  and 
military  officers  at  Carthagena,  attended  a  miraculous  image  of  the 
virgin  of  Mount  Carmel  from  the  church  to  the  port.  There,  with 
great  ceremony,  it  was  placed  in  the  barge  of  Barcello,  the  chief  of 
the  expedition,  who  himself  took  the  helm  and  conducted  it  on  board 
the  Admiral's  ship,  parading  through  the  fleet,  which  displayed  its 
colors,  and  saluted  with  firing  and  music  during  the  time  the  cere- 
mony lasted  The  image  was  reconducted  to  the  altar  from  which  it 
had  been  taken  with  the  same  pomp,  and  no  doubt  that  many  of  the 
spectators  and  assistants  are  convinced  that  this  honor  paid  to  the 
virgin  will  insure  the  success  of  the  expedition.  I  take  the  liberty 
of  giving  you  this  detail  as  it  marks  the  character  of  a  part  of  the 
nation.  Sensible  people  smile  when  the  circumstance  happens  to  be 
mentioned. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1780,  I  gave  to  Mr.  Jay  in  writing  a 
general  account  of  the  disposition  of  the  Court ;  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  this  country,  he,  he.  I  know  not  whether  it  has  ever 
been  transmitted  to  Congress.  I  have  from  time  to  time  since  been 
employed  in  correcting  and  enlarging  it.  I  have  hopes  of  obtaining 
an  accurate  account  of  the  revenues  and  debts  of  this  nation.     The 
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person,  through  whose  means  I  hope  to  procure  it  for  the  time 
necessary  to  copy  it,  is  now  absent.  Should  I  be  successful,  I  must 
entreat  the  greatest  secrecy  on  account  of  the  person  who  I  expect 
will  favor  me  on  this  point.  In  1781  I  transmitted  to  the  Philo- 
sophical Society  of  Philadelphia  a  relation  of  the  measures  taken  in 
this  country  for  the  encouragement  of  arts  and  agriculture,  particu- 
larly by  societies  established  with  the  title  of  Amigos  del  Pais, 
(friends  of  the  country.)  These  societies  owe  their  existence  to  the 
celebrated  Count  de  Campomanes ;  from  him  I  drew  my  inform- 
ation on  this  subject,  and  I  must  add  in  justice  to  his  liberality  of 
thinking  that  I  have  found  him  on  all  occasions  disposed  to  contribute 
to  my  instruction ;  for  this  and  other  reasons  heretofore  mentioned,  I 
pressed  his  nomination  as  honorary  member  of  our  philosophical 
society.  You  will  pardon  me  for  reminding  you  of  this  circum- 
stance. 

Urged  by  necessity,  I  have  been  constrained  to  draw  on  Dr. 
Franklin  ;  I  never  have  been  advised  by  him  of  the  reception  of  bills 
of  exchange  for  my  salary.  Mr.  Temple  Franklin  wrote  me  many 
months  ago  that  advice  had  been  received  that  bills  had  been  drawn 
for  that  purpose,  but  that  they  had  not  come  to  hand.  In  the  course 
of  this  summer  he  informed  me  that  six  months  of  my  salary  had 
been  remitted  by  your  department,  and  that  I  had  been  credited 
with  that  sum  in  my  account  with  Dr  Franklin.  I  have  heard 
nothing  on  the  subject  since.  You  will  please,  therefore,  direct 
its  being  transmitted  in  future  through  the  hands  of  Mr.  John 
Ross. 

I  have  just  been  informed  that  an  envoy  is  arrived  at  Cadiz  from 
Morocco,  charged  with  powers  to  treat  in  behalf  of  the  Emperor  with 
our  Commissioners  at  Paris.  I  beg  leave  to  recall  to  your  attention 
that  I  had  the  honor  to  commence  our  first  negociations  with  Swe- 
den, Denmark,  and  Saxony,  and  that  others  have  been  authorised 
to  conclude  them,  to  the  great  mortification  of  the  Ministers  of  those 
Courts  employed  here.  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  if  the  Congress 
remains  persuaded  of  the  zeal  which  has  animated  me,  and  will  ever 
animate  me,  to  contribute  my  feeble  efforts  to  promote  the  interest 
and  glory  of  the  States,  and  to  merit  the  confidence  reposed  in  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Szic, 

WILLIAM  CARMiCHAEL. 
Vol.  v.— 9 
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TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Madrid,  July  22d,  1783. 


i 


Sir, 
Since  closing  my  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  a  courier  arrived  from 
Alicant  brings  advice  that  the  armament  against  Algiers,  which  sailed 
the  2d,  has  been  dispersed  by  bad  weather,  and  obliged  to  take 
shelter  in  that  port  and  others  on  the  coast.  If  I  can  procure  the 
details  of  this  disaster,  1  will  forward  them  by  this  opportunity.  This 
dispersion  will  afford  more  time  for  the  Algerines  to  prepare  for  their 
defence.  The  fleet  from  the  Havana  is  daily  expected  ;  some  vessels 
have  already  arrived. 

Great  hopes  are  conceived  of  the  influence  which  this  treasure, 
and  the  produce  embarked  in  the  convoy,  will  have  in  enlivening 
the  commerce  of  this  country,  and  appreciating  the  paper  money  in 
circulation.  In  this  capital  that  paper  loses  five  per  cent.,  in  the 
sea-ports  three  and  a  half  per  cent.  The  operations  of  the  bank 
have  not  been  attended  hitherto  with  the  success  expected  from 
them. 

Solano,  who  commanded  the  maritime  forces  of  Spain  in  the  West 
Indies,  subject  to  the  order  of  General  Galvez,  has  excited  the 
indignation  of  the  King  and  Ministry,  by  refusing  to  receive  on 
board  the  vessels  under  his  command  the  general  officers  and  troops 
destined  to  return  to  Spain.  It  is  said  here  that  his  refusal  proceeded 
from  a  desire  to  turn  to  his  private  advantage  and  that  of  his  officers, 
this  occasion  of  lading  the  ships  of  war  with  the  produce  of  Spanish 
America.  This  has  been  too  much  the  custom  in  this  country.  He 
will  find  a  powerful  enemy  in  the  Minister  of  the  Indies,  whose 
nephew  is  obliged  by  this  manceuvre  to  embark  in  a  merchant-man. 

We  have  yet  no  news  of  the  signature  of  the  definitive  treaty. 
Mr.  Adams  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me,  in  a  letter  which  I  have 
just  received  by  a  private  hand,  "That  they  were  moving  on  with 
the  same  sluggish  pace  in  the  conferences  for  the  definitive  treaty, 
and  could  by  no  means  foresee  the  end."  This  letter  is  dated  the 
18th  of  June.  The  Court  and  the  French  Ambassador  give  out 
that  they  expect  the  news  of  its  signature  in  eight  days.  If  it  was 
not  imprudent  to  hazard  conjecture  against  such  authority,  I  should 
be  induced  by  other  motives  to  think  that  this  event  will  not  take 
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place  until  despatches  carried  from  hence  last  week  arrive  in  London. 
I  have  additional  reason  to  suppose  that  the  convention  mentioned 
in  my  last,  to  exclude  from  the  ports  of  Portugal  the  Russian 
ships-of-war,  has  been,  or  is  on  the  point  of  being  concluded.  The 
Prince  de  Massaran,  who  charges  himself  with  the  delivery  of  this  to 
my  correspondent  at  Bordeaux,  being  about  to  set  out,  I  am  obliged 
to  conclude. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


FROM  THE  SAXON  MINISTER  IN  SPAIN  TO  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

Translation. 

Madrid,  July  28th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  just  received  instructions  which  contain  the  result  of  what 
has  been  for  a  long  time  the  subject  of  our  conversations.  The 
trading  interest  of  Saxony  has  seized  with  avidity  the  overtures  and 
details  which,  after  our  interviews,  I  placed  under  the  eyes  of  the 
Ministry.  Persuaded  that  the  goodness  and  cheapness  of  our  com- 
modities will  give  them  an  advantage  in  such  an  enterprise,  they 
have  adopted  the  plan  which  you  have  indicated,  of  sending  to 
America  a  person  who  shall  look  after  their  interests,  and  obtain  the 
knowledge  indispensable  for  their  direction.  Their  choice  has  fallen 
upon  a  merchant  of  Bordeaux,  a  native  of  Leipzic,  whose  name  is 
Philip  Thieriot,  known  as  a  man  of  probity,  intelligence,  and  good 
conduct,  who  is  now  in  Saxony,  but  will  soon  establish  himself  in 
Philadelphia,  to  transact  business  in  the  character  of  a  merchant, 
both  on  his  own  account  and  that  of  others. 

The  Elector  has  assented  to  this  choice,  and  permits  that  for  the 
present  M.  Thieriot  shall  hold  in  America  the  functions  of  Commis- 
sary-General of  the  commerce  of  Saxony,  with  the  view  of  founding 
mercantile  relations  between  the  two  countries,  and  that  he  may 
receive  the  commissions  of  Saxon  merchants,  direct  their  enterprises, 
and  guard  and  support  their  interests,  both  in  relation  to  Congress 
and  other  respects,  till  circumstances  shall  make  it  proper  for  him  to 
be  supplied  with  more  particular  directions.  For  this  purpose  the 
oath  has  been  administered  to  him,  and  he  has  been  furnished  with 
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suitable  instructions,  and  the  power  of  making  appointments.  He 
sets  ofF  immediately  for  France,  where  he  has  certain  affairs  to 
arrange,  and  he  will  then  be  ready  to  embark  from  Bordeaux  in  the 
month  of  August. 

As  the  time  is  too  short  for  him  to  pass  by  the  way  of  Madrid, 
and  receive  the  benefits  of  the  personal  counsels  with  which  I  flatter 
myself  you  would  be  disposed  to  favor  him,  I  shall  be  under  great 
obligations  to  you  if  you  will  fulfil  the  promises  which  you  have  had 
the  goodness  to  make,  and  give  to  this  gentleman  letters  of  recom- 
mendation both  for  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  other 
persons  of  consideration,  which  may  procure  for  him  the  protection 
of  the  one,  and  the  confidence  and  assistance  of  the  others. 

As,  on  the  one  hand,  I  flatter  myself,  from  the  account  I  have  had 
of  the  talents  and  good  character  of  M.  Thieriot,  that  he  will  do 
honor  to  your  recommendation,  so  I  am  satisfied,  on  the  other,  that 
it  will  contribute  more  than  any  thing  else  to  render  his  residence 
useful  and  agreeable,  to  facilitate  the  success  of  his  mission,  and 
strengthen  the  bonds  of  unity  between  the  two  nations,  of  which 
the  merit  belongs  to  you  of  having  greatly  contributed  to  lay  the 
foundation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  GORSDORFF. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Madrid,  July  29th,  1783. 
Sir, 

In  former  letters  I  have  had  the  honor  to  mention  to  you  the 
conversation  which  had  passed  between  the  Saxon  Minister  at  this 
Court  and  myself  on  the  subject  of  forming  commercial  and  amicable 
connexions  between  the  United  States  and  the  Elector.  As  I  had 
no  authority  or  instructions  from  Congress,  I  could  only  avail  myself 
of  general  expressions  of  the  desire  of  my  constituents  to  cultivate 
the  friendship  of  the  different  Powers  of  Europe,  and  of  extending 
their  commerce  to  all.  I  declined,  when  pressed  to  give  ray  senti- 
ments in  writing,  unless  the  Saxon  Minister  would  give  me,  by 
permission  of  his  Court,  such  extracts  of  his  official  letters  as  might 
enable  me  immediately  to  notify  to  Congress,  in  a  proper  manner, 
the  amicable  disposition  of  his  master ;  assuring  him,  however, 
that  1  should  not  fail  of  communicating  to  that  body  the  substance 
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of  our  general  conversations,  which  I  was  persuaded  would  receive 
with  wreat  satisfaction  an  account  of  the  Elector's  friendly  inten- 
tions. This  gentleman  being  rather  indiscreet  in  his  conduct,  I  was 
perhaps  more  upon  my  guard  with  him  than  I  should  have  been  with 
a  person  of  a  different  character.  On  his  pressing  me,  however,  to 
give  him  my  sentiments  on  the  best  means  to  forward  an  inter- 
course between  the  two  countries,  I  replied,  verbally,  that  in  my 
opinion  the  speediest  and  most  effectual  method  would  be  to  send 
from  Saxony  to  America  a  person  well  acquainted  with  the  com- 
merce of  his  own  country,  and  properly  autiiorised,  who,  being  able 
to  judge  on  the  spot  what  advantages  were  to  be  derived  from  such 
intercourse,  might  immediately  treat  with  Congress  if  the  Elector 
thought  proper. 

After  some  hesitation,  he  agreed  to  my  propositions,  and  advised 
his  Court  thereof.  Yesterday  he  addressed  me  a  letter,  of  which 
I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy,  together  with  an 
extract  of  his  official  despatches.  A  visit  which  he  paid  me  a  few 
hours  after  he  sent  me  the  above  papers,  rendered  a  written  answer 
unnecessary.  I  confessed  to  him  the  high  sense  which  Congress 
would  have  of  this  proof  of  the  Elector's  good  will,  and  added,  that 
I  would  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  communicating  it.  I 
promised  him  also  the  letters  he  required  for  M.  Thieriot.  I  hope 
my  conduct  will  have  the  approbation  of  Congress. 

Nothing  material  has  transpired  since  my  last  of  the  25th  instant, 

except  that  I  am  persuaded  that  the  convention  between  France, 

Spain,  and  Portugal,  was  signed  here  between  the  15th  and  17th  of 

this  month.     I  am  told  that  it  has  for  its  basis  a  treaty  concluded 

between  the  two  latter  nations  in  1778,  with  supplementary  secret 

articles.     The  northern  Powers,  particularly  Russia,  appear  jealous 

of  the  objects  of  this  treaty.     Great  Britain  seems  to  have  had  no 

knowledge  of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &£c., 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Madrid,  August  2d,  1783. 
Sir, 
On  the  29th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  enclose  you  copies  of 
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sundry  papers  relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the  subjects  of 
Xhe  Elector  of  Saxony.  By  that  communication  you  will  have 
learned  with  great  satisfaction,  that  the  Commerce  of  Saxony,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Sovereign,  had  chosen  M.  Philip  Thieriot,  a 
person  of  acknowledged  merit,  to  reside  in  America  in  the  character 
of  Commissary  General  of  Commerce.  By  the  papers  abovemen- 
tioned  you  will  have  seen  the  nature  and  extent  of  that  gentleman's 
commission.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  present  him  to  your  notice, 
persuaded  that  you  will  with  pleasure  procure  him  occasions  of 
putting  effectually  into  execution  the  views  of  the  Court  and  com- 
merce of  his  country.  Their  nomination  of  him  to  this  important 
trust,  until  circumstances  may  demand  that  he  be  immediately 
authorised  by  his  Sovereign,  will,  I  make  no  doubt,  be  a  sufficient 
motive  with  you  to  secure  him  all  the  civilities  and  services  which  it 
niay  be  in  your  power  to  afford  him. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

St.  Ildefonso,  August  30th,  1783. 

Sir, 

Qn  the  19th,  22d,  and  29th  ultinio,  and  the  2d  of  this  month,  I 
had  the  honor  to  address  you  from  Madrid.  On  the  5th  instant  I 
followed  the  Court  to  this  place,  where  it  had  been  since  the  24th 
of  last  month. 

I  took  the  earliest  opportunity  of  waiting  on  his  Excellency  the 
Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  to  remind  him  of  his  promise  to  present 
me  to  the  King  and  royal  family,  and  of  other  affairs  interesting  to 
individuals  mentioned  in  former  letters,  for  which  I  had  been  obliged 
to  apply  to  him.  He  gave  me  the  strongest  assurances  of  his  desire 
to  terminate,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  parties  interested,  the  affairs 
in  question,  imputing  to  other  departments  the  delays  I  had  expe- 
rienced in  their  adjustment.  On  the  subject  of  my  presentation,  he 
seenied  much  embarrassed,  stating  the  difficulties  he  should  be 
exposed  to  in  procuring  that  honor  for  me,  which  his  Majesty  refused 
to  others  vested  with  the  same  character,  mentioning  the  case  of  the 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  135 

Charge  d' Affaires  of  Denmark,  a  copy  of  whose  letter  to  this 
Minister  on  the  subject  of  his  presentation,  I  had  the  honor  to 
enclose  you  on  the  25lh  of  June.  He  observed,  that  the  Russian 
and  Swedish  Ministers  were  about  to  leave  the  Court,  and  would, 
if  I  was  presented,  insist  on  the  presentation  of  their  Secretaries 
also. 

I  beff^ed  leave  in  reply  to  assure  his  Excellency  of  the  concern  it 
gave  me  to  expose  him  to  the  least  inconvenience  upon  that  account, 
but  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  recollect  the  promise  he  had  made 
to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  and  myself  in  writing  on  this  subject. 
That  copies  of  the  letter  which  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  had 
written  him  and  of  his  Excellency's  answer  had  been  transmitted  to 
Congress ;  that  that  body,  from  the  confidence  which  they  had  in  his 
Catholic  Majesty's  amicable  disposition  of  which  his  Excellency  had 
been  so  often  the  interpreter,  undoubtedly  expected  that  I  had  long 
ago  been  presented ;  that  in  consequence  of  his  Excellency's  assur- 
ances to  me  at  various  times  since  the  transmission  of  the  copies  of 
the  letters  beforementioned,  I  had  confirmed  my  constituents  in  this 
belief ;  that  this  being  the  case,  it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  go  to 
Court,  until  I  should  receive  their  instructions  on  the  subject.  I 
added,  that  I  hoped  his  Excellency  knew  me  too  well  to  suppose  that 
I  was  influenced  by  any  personal  considerations  in  this  affair.  He 
interrupted  me  with  an  assurance  to  the  contrary,  and  that  he  would 
do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  give  me  satisfaction,  telling  me  to  call 
upon  him  in  a  few  days,  when  he  would  acquaint  me  with  the  result 
of  his  endeavors.     Thus  ended  our  first  conference. 

Not  to  appear  too  urgent,  I  avoided  speaking  to  him  on  the  subject 
until  ten  days  ago,  although  I  had  occasion  to  see  him  several  times. 
But  hearing  the  British  Minister  was  on  his  way  to  Madrid,  I  thought 
it  proper  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  decision  before  his  arrival  and 
presentation  ;  for  which  purpose  I  again  waited  on  the  Minister.  I 
soon  discovered  that  he  was  in  ill-humor ;  however,  as  he  imme- 
diately commenced  the  conversation  by  telling  me  that  he  had  not 
yet  found  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  the  King,  I  prayed  his 
Excellency  to  recollect  the  time  which  had  elapsed  since  he  had 
been  pleased  to  tell  me  that  I  should  be  presented,  and  recapitulated 
the  reasons  beforementioned.  He  interrupted  me  several  times, 
telling  me  how  much  he  had  been  persecuted  by  Mr.  Elfried  and 
the  Russian  Minister,  who  espoused  the  interests  of  that  Charge 
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d' Affaires,  adding,  with  warmth,  that  gentleman  will  never  be  pre- 
sented, unless  to  take  leave  and  receive  his  present.  I  replied  that 
his  Excellency  would  do  me  the  justice  to  own  that  I  had  been  by 
no  means  importunate.  That  it  was  not  my  intention  to  be  so,  and 
that  nothing  but  my  duty,  joined  to  my  particular  desire  to  cultivate 
a  good  understanding  between  our  two  countries,  made  me  now  press 
him  for  an  explicit  answer.  He  told  me  that  he  was  convinced  that 
I  did  not  wish  to  embarrass  him,  but  observed,  with  some  peevish- 
ness, as  Mr.  Elfried  is  by  the  Russian.  He 
cites  precedent,  and  you  have  none, 

I  answered  that  I  flattered  myself  his  Excellency  had  too  good  an 
opinion  of  me  to  suppose  that  I  needed  a  prompter  when  either  the 
honor  or  interests  of  my  country  were  in  question.  That  as  for 
precedent,  part  of  my  business  with  his  Excellency  was  to  establish 
one  for  such  of  my  countrymen  as  the  United  States  might  hereafter 
send  to  Spain  in  the  same  character  in  which  I  had  the  honor  to  be 
employed,  adding  that  I  had  more  confidence  in  his  Excellency's 
word  than  in  all  the  precedents  the  book  of  etiquette  of  the  Court 
could  furnish  me ;  and  that  to  give  him  a  farther  proof  of  my  unwil- 
lingness to  embarrass  him,  I  did  not  insist  on  my  presentation,  but 
on  an  explicit  answer  from  his  Excellency,  of  which  I  might  imme- 
diately send  copies  to  Congress,  not  only  for  my  own  justification, 
but  also  to  enable  that  body  to  decide  the  manner  in  which  Charge 
(T Affaires  from  the  Court  of  Spain  should  be  treated  by  the  United 
States.  He  seemed  pleased  with  the  reliance  placed  on  his  word, 
for  he  instantly  told  me  that  he  would  speedily  give  me  an  explicit 
answer,  and  that  I  should  see  that  he  was  a  man  of  his  word.  That 
he  wished,  from  respect  to  the  States  and  personal  regard  for  myself, 
to  procure  me  an  advantage  which  was  denied  to  others,  but  that  he 
was  afraid  his  Majesty  was  (to  make  use  of  his  own  expression)  trop 
entete  on  this  point.  He  then  asked  me  for  a  copy  of  the  translation 
of  the  letter  from  Congress  to  the  King.  I  had  it  with  me.  This 
is  the  third  copy  which  I  have  given  to  his  Excellency.  We  left 
his  apartments,  as  he  was  then  going  to  the  King.  In  the  ante- 
chamber he  again  repeated  aloud  in  Spanish,  before  thirty  or  forty 
persons  who  were  waiting  to  pay  him  their  court,  that  I  should  find 
him  a  man  of  his  word,  and  that  I  should  have  an  explicit  answer. 
I  took  my  leave,  assuring  him  it  was  all  I  desired. 

I  presume  that  he  took  his  Majesty's  orders  tliereon  the  same  day, 
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for  the  next  he  sent  me  a  polite  message,  desiring  me  to  come  to  his 
house.  Having  waited  on  him,  agreeably  to  his  request,  on  my 
entry  he  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  told  me  that  he  hoped  I  would 
now  be  satisfied,  for  that,  on  conferring  with  the  King,  his  Majesty 
had  been  pleased  to  fix  a  day  for  my  presentation  ;  that  no  one  felt 
more  sensibly  than  himself  the  happy  conclusion  of  this  affair,  as  well 
on  account  of  his  desire  to  show  every  possible  respect  to  the  United 
States,  as  from  his  esteem  for  me.  That  the  King,  contrary  to 
his  expectations,  had  consented  to  change  the  etiquette  with  respect 
to  me  on  this  subject,  as  "  an  extraordinary  act  of  royal  good-will," 
and  that  he  hoped  that  his  conduct  on  this  occasion  would  convince 
Congress  o^  his  Majesty's  intentions  to  cultivate  in  a  particular 
manner  their  amity.  I  expressed,  in  reply,  the  sense  which  I  knew 
my  constituents  would  have  of  this  proof  of  the  King's  amicable 
disposition,  and  of  my  gratitude  to  his  Excellency  for  the  obliging 
interest  which  he  took  in  what  regarded  me  personally,  assuring  him 
that  I  would  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  Congress 
this  additional  proof  of  his  Majesty's  desire  to  cultivate  their  friend- 
ship, and  of  his  Excellency's  manner  of  fulfilling  his  Sovereign's 
intentions.  I  then  asked  him  on  what  day  the  King  chose  to  receive 
me ;  he  answered,  the  day  after  to-morrow,  (the  2.3d  instant.)  I 
expressed  some  concern  that  the  Ambassador  of  France,  then  at 
Madrid,  would  not  return  before  the  time  appointed  for  my  recep- 
tion. He  replied  that  the  King  having  named  the  day,  no  alteration 
could  take  place.  To  this  I  was  obliged  to  acquiesce.  His  Excel- 
lency then  made  me  many  professions  of  personal  regard,  which  it 
js  unnecessary  to  repeat,  and  which,  perhaps,  I  should  not  even  hint 
at,  if  the  French  Ambassador,  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  others 
had  not  been  witnesses  on  former  occasions  to  similar  assurances.  I 
proceeded  to  mention  to  his  Excellency  the  different  objects  on 
which  I  had  heretofore  addressed  him,  and  prayed  him  to  give  me 
an  opportunity,  at  the  same  time  that  I  informed  Congress  of  my 
presentation,  to  advise  them  also  of  the  happy  termination  of  these. 
He  begged  me  to  pass  him  offices  again  on  these  points,  and  assured 
me  that  I  should  receive  such  answers  as  would  be  agreeable  and 
satisfactory  to  the  States.  He  continued  to  speak  to  me  in  an  open 
and  friendly  manner  of  the  obstacles  which  a  well-intentioned  Min- 
ister had  to  encounter  in  the  execution  of  his  measures  in  this 
country. 
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I  paid  hira  indirect  compliments  on  what  I  knew  to  be  his  favorite 
projects,  viz.,  the  improvement  of  the  roads,  the  protection  and  " 
encouragement  of  manufactures,  he,  and  the  changes  which  he 
naeditates  in  the  system  of  finance  and  commerce,  and  after  contin- 
uing with  him  some  time,  was  about  to  take  my  leave.  He  asked 
me  whom  I  had  left  in  the  ante-chamber  ;  on  mentioning  the  names 
of  the  persons,  he  requested  me  to  remain  with  him,  observing  that 
he  should  be  plagued  by  these  gentlemen.  During  my  stay,  the 
conversation  turned  on  different  subjects,  in  which  I  received  every 
proof  of  candor  and  politeness.  The  same  evening  I  informed  the 
Ambassador  of  France  by  letter  that  the  King  had  consented  to  my 
being  presented,  a  circumstance  on  which  he  had  always  entertained 
doubts,  although  he  has  ever  done  every  thing  in  his  power  that 
could  be  expected  from  his  public  and  private  character  to  contribute 
to  the  success  of  our  negociation.  Perhaps  some  expressions  on  the 
part  of  Congress,  testifying  their  sense  of  the  zeal  which  this  noble- 
man has  manifested  to  further  their  interests,  may  be  ultimately 
productive  of  good  effects  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  if  not  here. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  my  presentation  I  waited  on  his  Excel- 
lency the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  and  from  his  house,  accompanied 
by  his  servant,  whom  he  had  the  politeness  to  send  with  my  own,  I 
paid  my  visits  to  the  principal  officers  and  ladles  of  the  palace. 
This  ceremony  finished,  I  went  to  the  King's  apartments,  where  the 
Minister  appointed  me  to  meet  hira.  When  his  Majesty  arose  from 
table,  his  Excellency  presented  me  as  Charge  (F Affaires  of  the 
United  States.  As  I  had  been  informed  that  the  King  did  not  like 
long  harangues,  I  contented  myself  with  expressing  to  his  Majesty 
my  happiness  in  being  the  first  of  my  countrymen  who  had  the  good 
fortune  to  assure  him  of  their  desire  to  cultivate  his  amity.  He 
answered  me  in  a  gracious  manner,  and  with  a  smiling  countenance, 
saying  that  he  hoped  I  should  have  frequent  occasions  of  making  him 
the  same  assurances.  He  then  passed  into  the  audience  chamber 
to  the  Ambassadors  and  Ministers,  where,  as  several  of  them  have 
informed  me,  he  was  pleased  to  speak  favorably  of  me. 

The  royal  family  dining  at  the  same  hour  and  separately,  the 
same  etiquette  being  observed,  viz.,  the  presentation  after  dinner, 
it  required  some  days  to  finish  this  business  ;  the  Count  de  Florida 
Blanca  accompanying  me  more  than  three  quarters  of  an  hour  each 
day,  with  a  politeness  and  good  nature  rarely  found  in  men  who 
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have  so  many  important  occupations  in  their  hands.  The  Prince  of 
Asturias  spoke  of  me  during  the  dinner  as  of  a  person  he  had  long 
known,  and  when  I  was  presented  he  told  me  so.  The  Princess, 
who  was  present,  spoke  to  me  six  or  seven  minutes  in  French  and 
Spanish,  and  among  other  things  said  to  me  that  I  ought  to  like 
Spain,  because  she  had  been  told  that  I  was  much  liked  by  the 
Spaniards.  I  replied  that  the  only  title  I  had  to  their  esteem  was 
my  well  known  regard  for  the  nation.  The  other  branches  of  the 
royal  family  received  me  equally  well. 

It  perhaps  may  be  thought  that  I  have  dwelt  too  long  on  these 
minute  details,  but  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  when  it  is  considered 
this  is  the  first  presentation  of  a  servant  of  the  States  at  this  Court, 
and  that  it  has  already  made  some  noise  among  the  corps  diplo- 
matique, who  think  themselves  entitled  to  the  same  privilege  which 
I  have  obtained.  As  soon  as  the  Charge  (T Affaires  of  Denmark  was 
advised  of  my  presentation  he  came  hither.  The  enclosed  note  to 
the  Minister,  of  which  I  found  means  to  obtain  a  copy,  will  show 
you  in  what  light  his  Court  regards  this  preference. 

The  ceremonial  of  my  presentation  being  finished,  I  waited  on 
his  Excellency  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  to  thank  him  for  his 
obliging  attentions  in  the  course  of  it,  and  took  that  opportunity  of 
insinuating  to  him  the  propriety  of  his  Catholic  Majesty's  immedi- 
ately naming  a  Minister  to  the  United  States.  I  had  touched  on  this 
subject  formerly.  He  told  me  that  he  would  speak  to  his  Majesty 
and  inform  me  of  his  intentions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 
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John  Laurens  was  the  son  of  Henry  Laurens,  whose  Correspondence  is  printed 
in  the  first  volume  of  this  work.  He  was  born  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in 
the  year  1755.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Europe,  where 
he  was  left  to  pursue  his  education,  first  at  Geneva  and  afterwards  at  London.  He 
was  diligent  in  his  studies,  and  made  rapid  attainments  in  the  different  branches  of 
knowledge,  as  well  as  in  the  other  accomplishments  of  a  scholar  and  a  gentleman. 
In  1774  he  became  a  student  of  law  in  the  Temple;  but  the  stirring  events  that 
were  causing  so  much  excitement  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  drew  his  attention 
strongly  to  the  interests  and  claims  of  his  native  country,  and  determined  him  to 
return  and  connect  his  destiny  with  hers.  After  a  voyage  of  considerable  peril,  he 
arrived  in  Charleston  in  1777,  and  immediately  resolved  to  join  the  army. 

As  the  army  then  abounded  with  officers,  and  there  was  no  opening  suited  to  him 
in  their  ranks.  General  Washington  took  him  into  his  family  as  a  supernumerary 
aid-de-camp.  In  this  capacity  he  was  at  the  battles  of  Germantown  and  Mon- 
mouth. He  soon  afterwards  attached  himself  to  the  army  on  Rhode  Island, 
where  he  had  the  command  of  a  small  body  of  light  troops,  and  displayed  so  much 
bravery  and  good  conduct  that  Congress,  on  the  5th  of  November,  1778,  resolved 
"  that  John  Laurens,  Aid-de-camp  to  General  Washington,  be  presented  with  a 
Continental  commission  of  lieutenant  colonel,  in  testimony  of  the  sense  which 
Congress  entertain  of  his  patriotic  and  spirited  services  as  a  volunteer  in  the 
American  army;  and  of  his  brave  conduct  in  several  actions,  particularly  in  that 
of  Rhode  Island  on  the  29th  of  August  last;  and  that  General  Washington  be 
directed,  whenever  an  opportunity  shall  offer,  to  give  Lieutenant  Colonel  Laurens 
a  command  agreeable  to  his  rank."  The  next  year  he  repaired  to  the  southern 
army,  was  present  at  the  unsuccessful  attack  on  Savannah,  and  was  among  the 
prisoners  at  the  capitulation  of  Charleston.  He  was  soon  after  exchanged  and 
reinstated  in  the  army.  On  the  28lh  of  September,  1779,  he  was  chosen  by 
Congress  Secretary  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  to  the 
Court  of  Versailles;  but  he  did  not  accept  the  appointment. 

In  the  year  following  Congress  became  so  much  pressed  for  the  want  of  means 
in  money  and  miUtary  supplies,  that  they  resolved  to  send  a  special  Minister  to 
France  for  the  purpose  of  representing,  in  a  strong  and  just  light,  the  extreme 
necessities  of  the  United  States,  and  soliciting  new  aid  from  the  French  Court. 
It  was  supposed  that  a  person  going  directly  from  the  scene  of  action  and  suffering, 
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and  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  particulars  from  personal  observation,  would 
be  more  likely  to  succeed  in  such  an  application  than  the  resident  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary, who  could  only  speak  from  his  general  instructions.  As  the  assistance 
was  chiefly  wanted  for  the  relief  of  the  army,  it  was  moreover  considered  that  this 
messenger  should  be  selected  from  that  body.  The  choice  fell  on  Colonel  Laurens, 
who,  on  the  23d  of  December,  1780,  was  appointed  a  special  Minister  to  the  Court 
of  Versailles  for  the  above  purpose.  He  was  then  only  twenty-five  years  old.  He 
sailed  from  Boston  in  February,  and  arrived  in  Paris  on  the  19th  of  March,  and 
immediately  applied  himself  with  great  assiduity  to  the  objects  of  his  mission. 
His  success,  though  not  to  the  extent  of  his  wishes  or  the  hopes  of  Congress,  was 
yet  more  complete  than  could  reasonably  have  been  expected  considering  the  liberal 
grants  which  the  French  Government  had  recently  made  to  the  solicitations  of  Dr. 
Franklin.  All  that  could  be  effected  by  zeal,  activity,  perseverance,  and  intelli- 
gence was  accomplished  by  Colonel  Laurens;  but  so  great  was  his  eagerness  to  do 
his  duty  on  the  occasion,  and  to  render  the  most  essential  service  to  his  country, 
that  his  forwardness  and  impatience  were  somewhat  displeasing  to  the  French 
Ministry,  as  not  altogether  consistent  with  their  ideas  of  the  dignity  and  deference 
belonging  to  transactions  with  Courts.  They  made  allowance,  however,  for  the 
ardor  and  inexperience  of  youth,  and  seemed  not  to  have  been  influenced  by  these 
objectionable  points  of  manners  in  their  estimation  of  his  noble  and  generous  traits 
of  character,  or  in  their  disposition  to  listen  to  his  requests. 

Having  compassed  the  aims  of  his  mission  with  uncommon  despatch,  Colonel 
Laurens  left  Paris,  and  reached  Philadelphia  towards  the  end  of  August,  having 
been  absent  from  the  country  but  little  more  than  six  months.  As  soon  as  he  had 
made  a  report  of  his  doings  to  Congress  he  repaired  again  to  the  army  in  time  to  be 
present  at  the  memorable  siege  of  Yorktown.  Here  he  displayed  great  courage 
and  gallantry  in  storming  and  taking  a  British  battery  as  second  in  command  to 
Hamilton.  After  the  capitulation  he  joined  the  southern  army  under  General 
Greene,  having  previously  acted  as  a  representative  in  the  Legislature  of  his  native 
State,  which  convened  at  Jacksonborough  in  January,  1782.  While  with  the 
army  during  the  following  summer  he  was  ill  with  a  fever,  from  which  he  had 
hardly  recovered  when  intelligence  came  that  a  party  of  the  British  were  out  on  a 
marauding  excursion  to  Combakee.  He  went  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and  while 
leading  an  advanced  party  he  received  a  mortal  wound  which  terminated  his  life  op 
the  27th  of  August,  1782,  in  the  twenty-seventh  year  of  his  age.  His  death  was 
deeply  lamented  by  the  army  and  the  nation. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  TO  JOHN  LAURENS. 

In  Congress,  December  23d,  1780. 
Sir, 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  commission  appointing  you  our  Min- 
ister at  the  Court  of  Versailles ;  in  pursuing  the  objects  of  which, 
you  will  conform  to  the  following  instructions: 

Upon  your  arrival  you  will  communicate  fully  to  our  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  at  that  Court  the  business  on  which  you  are  sent, 
arid  avail  yourself  of  his  information  and  influence  for  obtaining  the 
aids  mentioned  in  the  estimate  delivered  to  you.  Instructions  to  him 
for  that  purpose  are  herewith  transmitted,  which  you  will  deliver 
immediately  on  your  arrival.  You  will  convey  to  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty  the  grateful  sense  Congress  have  of  the  noble  and  generous 
part  he  has  taken  with  regard  to  the  United  States,  and  use  every, 
possible  means  to  impress  him  with  the  urgent  and  critical  state  of 
our  affairs  at  present,  which  induced  the  appointment  of  a  special 
Minister  to  solicit  his  effectual  aid. 

You  will,  in  particular,  give  him  full  information  of  the  present 
state  of  our  military  affairs,  and  the  measures  taken  for  providing  a 
respectable  force  for  the  ensuing  campaign.  It  will  be  proper,  at  the 
same  time,  to  point  out  the  causes  which  rendered  the  last  campaign 
unsuccessful. 

\ou  are  to  use  every  effort  in  your  power  to  enforce  the  necessity 
of  maintaining  a  naval  superiority  in  the  American  seas.  You  will 
assure  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  on  our  part,  that,  if  he  will  please 
to  communicate  to  us  his  intentions  respecting  the  next  campaign  in 
America,  we  will  use  every  effort  in  our  power  for  an  effectual 
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cooperation.  You  are  to  give  his  Majesty  tiie  most  positive  and 
pointed  assurances  of  our  determination  to  prosecute  the  war  for  the 
great  purposes  of  the  alUance,  agreeable  to  our  engagements. 

Should  his  Majesty  grant  the  aids  requested,  and  send  to  our 
assistance  a  naval  force,  you  will  take  advantage  of  that  conveyance 
for  forwarding  the  articles  furnished.  If  no  naval  armament  should 
be  ordered  to  America,  you  will  endeavor  to  obtain  some  vessels  of 
force  to  transport  the  said  articles,  or  take  advantage  of  some  convoy 
to  America,  which  may  render  the  transportation  less  hazardous. 
You  will  call  upon  William  Palfrey,  our  Consul  in  that  kingdom, 
for  such  assistance  as  you  may  stand  in  need  of  for  forwarding  any 
supplies  which  you  may  obtain.  You  are  authorised  to  draw  upon 
our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  for  such  sums  as  you  may  from  time  to 
time  stand  in  need  of,  giving  him  early  notice  thereof,  that  he  may 
aid  you  from  funds  procured  on  our  account,  without  doing  injury  to 
our  tother  concerns.  You  may  also  draw  upon  any  other  funds 
which  you  may  know  to  have  been  procured  for  us  in  Europe. 

You  will,  on  your  arrival  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  present  the 
letter  to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  which  you  will  herewith  receive. 
Previous  to  your  departure  from  the  United  States,  you  are  to  confer 
with  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  American  army,  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  France,  the  Commanders-in-Chief  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty's  fleet  and  army  at  Rhode  Island,  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  if  it  should  not  retard  your  voyage,  upon  the  subject  of 
your  commission,  and  avail  yourself  of  every  information  you  may 
obtain  from  them  respectively.  You  will  embrace  every  opportunity 
of  informing  us  of  the  success  of  your  negociations,  and  receive  and 
obey  such  instructions  as  you  may  from  time  to  time  receive  from 
Congress. 

When  the  purpose  of  your  mission  shall  be  as  fully  effected  as  you 
may  deem  practicable,  you  are  to  return,  and  report  your  success 
to  Congress  without  delay,  unless  you  shall  previously  receive  other 
orders.* 

We  pray  God  to  further  you  with  His  goodness  in  the  several 
objects  hereby  recommended,  and  that  He  will  have  you  in  His  holy 
keeping.  SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  President. 

*  For  additional  instructions  to  Dr.  Franklin  respecting  Colonel  Laurens's 
mission,  see  Franklin's  Correspondence,  Vol.  II,  p.  134. 
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ADDITIONAL  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  JOHN  LAURENS. 

In  Congress,  December  27th,  1780. 
Sir, 

With  respect  to  the  loan,  we  foresee  that  the  sum  which  we  asked 
will  be  greatly  inadequate  to  our  wants.  We  wish,  however,  to 
depend  as  much  as  possible  on  our  internal  exertions.  In  this 
negociation,  the  state  of  our  finances  require  that  you  should 
endeavor  to  procure  as  long  a  respite  after  the  war  for  the  payment 
of  the  principal  as  may  be  in  your  power.  You  may  agree  for  an 
interest  not  exceeding  the  terms  allowed  or  given  on  national  security 
in  Europe,  endeavoring  to  suspend  the  discharge  of  the  interest  for 
two  or  three  years,  if  possible. 

You  are  hereby  empowered  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  United 
States,  by  executing  such  securities  or  obligations  for  the  payment 
of  the  money  as  you  may  think  proper,  and  also  that  the  interest 
shall  not  be  reduced,  nor  the  principal  paid,  during  the  term  for 
which  the  same  shall  have  been  borrowed,  without  the  consent  of 
the  lenders  or  their  representatives. 

You  are  to  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  both  principal  and  interest 
in  specie. 

The  loan  must  prove  ineffective  unless  the  specie  is  actually 
remitted.  Experience  has  shown  that  the  negociation  of  bills  is 
attended  with  insupportable  loss  and  disadvantage.  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  we  are  persuaded,  will  see  in  the  strongest  light 
the  necessity  of  despatching  an  effective  naval  armament  to  the 
American  seas.  This  is  a  measure  of  such  vast  moment,  that  your 
utmost  address  will  be  employed  to  give  it  success.  By  such  a 
conveyance,  the  specie  may  be  remitted  in  different  ships-of-war 
with  a  prospect  of  safety. 

SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  President. 


Philadelphia,  January  3d,  1781. 

Sir, 

Although  my  instructions  relative  to  the  objects  of  my  mission  do 
not  explicitly  direct  what  conduct  I  am  to  observe  in  case  the  aids 


148  JOHN  LAURENS. 

solicited  from  the  Court  of  France  cannot  be  obtained  in  their  full 
extent,  yet  I  presume  it  is  not  the  intention  of  Congress  to  confine 
me  without  alternative  to  the  precise  demands  which  they  have 
made.  There  is  the  more  reason  that  this  matter  should  be  clearly 
understood,  as  my  prospects,  especially  in  the  important  article  of 
pecuniary  succors,  are  far  from  being  flattering.  I  apprehend,  then, 
that  I  shall  have  satisfied  my  duty  by  aspiring,  with  every  effort,  to 
complete  success,  and  upon  failure  of  that,  by  approaching  it  as 
nearly  as  shall  be  found  practicable. 

With  regard  to  the  estimate  of  the  Board  of  War,  as  it  descends 
into  the  minutest  detail,  and  includes  a  great  variety  of  articles,  it 
appears  to  me  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  attach  myself  in  preference 
to  the  objects  of  first  necessity  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  that  the 
most  indispensable  supplies  may  not  be  retarded  by  those  of  a 
secondary  nature,  and  that  the  former  being  secured  as  far  as 
possij?le,  and  the  latter  left  in  a  train  of  execution,  I  may  the  sooner 
be  at  liberty  to  return  and  make  my  report.  As  I  apprehend  that 
these  ideas  need  only  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  to  obtain  their 
sanction,  I  shall  consider  myself  authorised  to  act  in  consequence, 
unless  I  receive  new  orders  to  the  contrary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  profoundest  respect," &c., 

JOHN  LAURENS. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Boston,  February  4th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  informing  Congress  that  I  arrived  at  this 
place  on  the  25th  ultimo. 

After  passing  two  days  at  Morristown  in  fruitless  expectation  of 
meeting  the  Commander-in-Chief,  I  proceeded  to  head  quarters, 
where  my  conference  with  the  General  on  the  objects  of  my  mission, 
detained  me  three  days.  The  impediment  of  floating  ice  in  the 
North  River,  which  induced  the  necessity  of  crossing  it  much  higher 
than  at  the  usual  place,  and  other  difficulties  of  the  season,  will 
account  for  the  rest  of  my  delay  on  the  journey. 

Upon  delivering  my  despatches  to  the  Navy  Board,  I  found  that 
the  two  indispensables,  men  and  money,  were  wanting  to  fit  the 
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Alliance  for  sea.  I  urged  the  necessity  of  the  most  prompt  and 
decisive  exertions  on  their  part.  They  returned  me  such  assurances 
as  left  me  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  General  Court  would  authorise 
an  impressment  to  complete  the  deficiency  of  our  crew,  and  that  a 
sufficient  supply  of  money  would  be  procured.  This  determined  me 
to  devote  the  interval  of  preparation  to  making  my  visit  to  New 
York.  On  my  return  this  day,  I  learned  with  great  surprise  and 
mortification  that  the  motion  for  an  impressment  had  been  rejected, 
private  motives  having  superseded  those  of  general  good.  In  these 
circumstances  I  was  obliged  to  apply  to  General  Lincoln  for  authority 
to  engage  such  recruits  of  this  State,  and  such  soldiers  of  the  invalid 
corps  as  might  be  qualified  for  the  marine  service.  This  resource, 
however,  has  afforded  us  but  a  few  men.  I  have  just  obtained 
permission  from  Governor  Hancock  to  enlist  volunteers  from  the 
guard  of  the  Castle.  The  Navy  Board  has  commissioned  a  merchant 
of  popularity  and  influence  among  the  sea-faring  men,  to  offer  a 
tempting  bounty,  with  such  precautions  as  will  prevent  uneasiness 
among  those  who  entered  for  a  smaller  consideration.  I  am  now 
addressing  the  principal  merchants  to  spare  a  few  men  from  their 
ships,  to  be  replaced  from  the  Navy  Board.  In  the  mean  time  the 
rendezvous  of  the  frigate  continues  open. 

But  these  are  all  precarious  expedients,  and  my  expectations  are 
by  no  means  sanguine.  Nothing,  however,  shall  be  left  unattempted; 
if  my  prospects  do  not  brighten,  I  shall  try  the  effect  of  a  second 
memorial  to  the  General  Court,  and  finally  insist  upon  Captain 
Barry's  putting  to  sea  with  the  crew  he  can  obtain  by  the  middle 
of  the  week.  There  is  an  additional  difficulty  in  procuring  the 
remainder  of  the  ship's  complement,  which  is  the  necessity  of  hiring 
not  only  seamen,  but  natives,  as  a  counterbalance  to  the  bad 
composition  of  the  men  already  on  board,  too  many  British  prisoners 
having  been  admitted ;  their  numbers,  the  value  of  the  ship,  and  the 
business  on  which  she  is  employed,  are  temptations  to  an  enterprise 
in  favor  of  their  ancient  connexions. 

Several  gentlemen  go  as  passengers,  on  condition  of  serving  on 
the  quarter  deck  in  case  of  an  encounter,  and  they  will  reinforce  the 
party  of  the  officers  in  case  of  a  mutiny.  I  have  endeavored  to 
procure  every  useful  information  in  the  several  conferences  directed 
by  Congress.  The  General  and  Admiral  at  Newport  received  me 
with  that  politeness  which  characterizes  their  nation,  and  professed 
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an  earnest  desire  to  promote,  as  far  as  depends  on  them,  the  objects 
of  my  mission.  I  must,  however,  apprize  Congress,  that  the  French 
army  and  navy  are  demanding  in  the  most  pressing  terras,  pecuniary 
supphes  for  themselves.  Their  bills  of  exchange  sell  at  a  discount 
of  from  twenty-five  to  twenty-eight  per  cent.  This  demand  and  the 
tenacity  of  the  Spaniards  in  pursuing  their  favorite  object,  Gibraltar, 
are  unfavorable  to  my  negociation.  Upon  the  whole  I  am  more  than 
ever  convinced,  that  the  most  powerful  and  unremitting  efforts  at 
home  will  be  required  to  accomplish  the  great  objects  of  the  war. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  profoundest  respect,  &;c., 

JOHN  LAURENS. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Boston,  February  7th,  1781. 
Sir, 

Since  my  letter  to  your  Excellency  on  the  4th  instant,  the 
measures  taken  by  Governor  Hancock  relative  to  the  Castle  guard 
proving  insufficient,  I  addressed  a  memorial  to  the  General  Court. 
Their  permission  to  engage  volunteers  from  that  corps,  and  a  sum  of 
specie  granted  for  the  purpose,  the  volunteer  draft  from  the  Conti- 
nental troops,  and  the  unremitting  exertions  of  General  Lincoln, 
have  put  us  at  length  barely  in  condition  to  go  to  sea.  I  shall 
embark  to-day,  and  expect  Captain  Barry  will  sail  with  the  first 
fair  wind.  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  and  the  letter  and  packets  enclosed. 
Particular  attention  shall  be  paid  to  your  instructions  relative  to  the 
latter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  profoundest  respect,  &z,c., 

JOHN  LAURENS. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OP  CONGRESS. 

L'Orient,  March  11th,  1781. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  of  informing  Congress  that  I  arrived  at  this 
place  on  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  instant,  and  should  have  proceeded, 
without  an  instant's  repose,  to  Passy,  had  not  the  commandant  of  the 
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town  assured  me  that  the  Marquis  de  Castries  would  arrive  here  that 
evening  on  his  way  to  Brest,  where  he  was  going  to  accelerate  by 
his  presence  the  execution  of  his  naval  disposition.  The  prospect 
of  an  immediate  conference  with  the  Minister  on  the  objects  of  my 
mission,  which  relate  to  his  department,  the  danger  of  missing  him 
by  our  travelling  different  routes,  and  the  repeated  assurances  of  his 
expected  arrival,  have  detained  me  till  this  morning  ;  but  as  the 
delay  has  been  much  greater  than  I  apprehended,  and  the  Minister's 
approach  is  not  announced,  I  have  determined  to  pursue  my  journey. 

The  accounts  which  the  commandant  has  communicated  to  me 
of  the  naval  preparations  at  Brest  are  that  twenty-five  sail-of-the- 
line  are  ready  for  sea,  with  ninety  transports,  on  board  of  which  are 
six  thousand  troops;  that  the  ships-of-war  are  destined  part  for  the 
West  Indies,  and  part,  with  the  troops,  for  North  America. 

The  rupture  between  England  and  the  United  Provinces  has 
hitherto  proved  very  prejudicial  to  the  latter,  as  they  were  exceed- 
ingly vulnerable  by  having  so  great  a  number  of  merchant-ships  at 
sea.  On  our  voyage  we  captured  a  British  privateer  in  company 
with  a  Venetian  ship,  of  which  she  had  made  a  prize,  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  nations.  This  appeared  to  me  a  happy  opportunity  for 
manifesting  the  determination  of  Congress  to  maintain  the  rights  of 
neutral  Powers,  as  far  as  depends  on  them.  After  a  short  consulta- 
tion. Captain  Barry  and  his  officers  very  readily  acceded  to  the 
liberation  of  the  Venetian,  and  the  complete  restoration  of  the  cargo 
and  property,  which  were  very  valuable.  The  captain  was  accord- 
ingly left  to  pursue  his  voyage,  and  the  privateer  was  brought  into 
port.  Mr.  Palfrey,  our  Consul,  is  not  yet  arrived  at  this  port.  It  is 
generally  feared  that  this  ship  foundered  in  a  storm,  which  separated 
her  and  the  Franklin  in  the  commencement  of  their  voyage,  as  she 
has  not  been  heard  of  since. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  profoundest  respect,  he, 

JOHN  LAURENS. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Pttssy,  March  20th,  1781. 
Sir, 
I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  your  Excellency  from  L'Orient  the 
11th  instant.     On  my  journey  hither  I  met  the  Marquis  de  Castries, 
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Other  effect  than  to  redouble  our  ardor  and  exertions  for  the  cam- 
paign. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  LAURENS. 


Memorial  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes. 

As  in  presenting  a  memorial  to  your  Excellency  on  the  objects  of 
my  mission,  I  should  necessarily  repeat  in  part  a  conference  which 
I  had  by  order  of  Congress  with  General  Washington,  previous  to 
my  departure,  I  prefer  presenting  your  Excellency  with  such  extracts 
from  it  as  relate  to  my  purpose.    They  are  as  follows : 

"  1.  That,  considering  the  diffused  population  of  these  States,  the 
composition  and  temper  of  a  part  of  its  inhabitants,  the  want  of  a 
sufficient  stock  of  national  wealth  as  a  foundation  for  credit,  and  the 
almost  extinction  of  commerce,  the  attempts  we  have  been  compelled 
to  make  for  carrying  on  the  war  have  exceeded  the  national  abilities 
of  this  country,  and  by  degrees  brought  it  to  a  crisis  which  render 
immediate  assistance  and  efficacious  succor  from  abroad  indispen- 
sable to  its  safety. 

"2.  That  notwithstanding,  from  the  confusion  always  attendant  on 
a  revolution,  from  our  having  had  governments  to  frame,  and  every 
species  of  civil  and  military  institution  to  create,  from  that  inexpe- 
rience in  affairs  necessarily  incident  to  a  nation  in  its  commencement, 
some  errors  may  have  been  committed  in  the  administration  of  our 
finances,  to  which  a  part  of  our  embarrassments  are  to  be  attributed, 
yet  they  are  principally  to  be  attributed  to  our  essential  want  of 
means  ;  to  the  want  of  a  sufficient  stock  of  wealth,  as  mentioned  in 
the  first  article,  which,  continuing  to  operate,  will  make  it  impossible, 
by  any  merely  interior  exertions,  to  extricate  ourselves  from  these 
embarrassments,  restore  public  credit,  and  furnish  the  funds  requisite 
for  the  support  of  the  war. 

•'3.  That  experience  has  demonstrated  the  impracticability  of 
maintaining  a  paper  credit,  without  funds  for  its  redemption  ;  the 
depreciation  of  our  currency  was,  in  the  main,  a  necessary  effect  of 
the  want  of  those  funds,  and  its  restoration  is  impossible  for  the  same 
reasons,  to  which  the  general  diffidence  that  had  taken  place  among 
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the  people  is  an  additional,  and  in  the  present  state  of  things,  an 
insuperable  obstacle. 

'-'  4.  That  the  mode  which  for  want  of  money  has  been  substituted 
for  supplying  the  army,  by  assessing  a  proportion  of  the  productions 
of  tlie  earth,  has  hitherto  been  found  ineffectual,  has  frequently 
exposed  the  army^  to  the  most  calamitous  distress,  and  from  its 
novelty  and  incompatibility  with  ancient  habits,  is  regarded  by  the 
people  as  burthensome  and  oppressive,  has  excited  serious  discon- 
tents, and  in  some  places  alarming  symptoms  of  opposition.  This 
mode  has,  besides,  many  particular  inconveniences,  which  contribute 
to  make  it  inadequate  to  our  wants,  and  ineligible  but  as  an  auxiliary. 

■'  b.  That,  from  the  best  estimates  of  the  annual  revenues  which 
these  States  are  capable  of  affording,  there  is  a  balance  to  be  supplied 
by  credit.  The  resource  of  domestic  loans  is  inconsiderable,  because 
there  are,  properly  speaking,  few  moneyed  men,  and  the  few  there 
are  can  employ  their  money  more  profitably  otherwise ;  added  to 
which,  the  instability  of  the  currency  and  the  deficiency  of  funds 
have  impaired  the  public  credit. 

'•'  6.  That  the  patience  of  the  army,  from  an  almost  uninterrupted 
series  of  complicated  distress,  is  now  nearly  exhausted,  their  wants 
carried  to  an  extremity  which  has  recently  had  very  disagreeable 
consequences,  and  demonstrate  the  absolute  necessity  of  speedy 
relief,  a  relief  not  within  the  compass  of  our  means.  You  are  too 
well  acquainted  with  all  their  sufferings  for  want  of  clothing,  for 
want  of  provisions,  for  want  of  pay. 

•'7.  That  the  people  being  dissatisfied  with  the  mode  of  supporting 
the  war,  there  is  danger  to  apprehend  that  evils  actually  felt  in 
prosecuting  it  may  weaken  the  cause  which  began  it,  evils  founded 
not  on  immediate  sufferings,  but  on  a  speculative  apprehension  of 
future  sufferings  from  the  loss  of  their  liberties  ;  there  is  danger  that 
a  commercial  and  free  people,  little  accustomed  to  heavy  burthens, 
pressed  by  impositions  of  a  new  and  odious  kind,  may  not  make  a 
proper  allowance  for  the  necessity  of  the  conjuncture,  and  may 
imagine  they  have  only  exchanged  one  tyranny  for  another. 

•'8.  That,  from  all  the  foregoing  considerations,  result,  1st,  the 
absolute  necessity  of  an  immediate,  ample,  and  efficacious  succor  of 
money,  large  enough  to  be  a  foundation  for  substantial  arrangements 
of  finance  to  revive  public  credit,  and  give  vigor  to  future  operations. 
2dly.  The  vast  importance  of  a  decided  effort  of  the  allied  arms  on 
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this  continent  the  ensuing  campaign,  to  effectuate  once  for  all  the 
great  object  of  the  alliance,  the  liberty  and  independence  of  these 
United  States.  Without  the  former,  we  may  make  a  feeble  and 
expiring  effort  the  next  campaign,  in  all  probability  the  period  to  our 
opposition ;  with  it,  we  should  be  in  a  condition  to  continue  the  war 
as  long  as  the  obstinacy  of  the  enemy  might  require.  The  first  is 
essential ;  both  combined  would  bring  the  contest  to  a  glorious  issue, 
crown  the  obligations  which  America  already  feels  to  the  magna- 
nimity and  generosity  of  her  ally,  and  render  the  union  perpetual 
by  all  the  ties  of  gratitude  and  affection,  as  well  as  mutual  interest 
which  alone  render  it  solid  and  indissoluble. 

"9.  That  next  to  a  loan  of  money,  a  constant  naval  superiority 
is  the  most  interesting ;  this  would  instantly  reduce  the  enemy  to  a 
difficult  defensive  war,  and,  by  removing  all  prospects  of  extending 
their  acquisitions,  would  take  away  the  motives  for  prosecuting  it. 
Indeed,  it  is  not  to  be  conceived  how  they  could  subsist  a  large  force 
in  this  country,  if  we  had  the  command  of  the  seas  to  interrupt  the 
regular  transmission  of  supplies  from  Europe.  This  superiority,  with 
an  aid  of  money,  would  enable  us  to  convert  the  contest  into  a 
vigorous  offensive  war.  I  say  nothing  of  the  advantages  to  the  trade 
of  both  nations,  nor  how  much  it  would  facilitate  our  supplies.  With 
respect  to  us,  it  seems  to  be  one  of-  two  deciding  points,  and  it 
appears  to  be  the  interest  of  our  allies,  abstracted  from  the  immediate 
benefits  to  this  country,  to  transfer  the  naval  war  to  America.  The 
number  of  ports  friendly  to  them  and  hostile  to  the  British,  the 
materials  for  repairing  their  disabled  ships,  the  extensive  supplies 
towards  the  subsistence  of  their  fleet,  are  circumstances  which  would 
give  them  a  palpable  advantage  in  the  contest  of  the  sea.  No 
nation  will  have  it  more  in  its  power  to  repay  what  it  borrows  than 
this.  Our  debts  are  hitherto  small.  The  vast  and  valuable  tracts 
of  unlocated  lands,  the  variety  and  fertility  of  climates  and  soils,  the 
advantages  of  every  kind  which  we  possess  for  commerce,  insure  to 
this  country  a  rapid  advancement  in  population  and  prosperity,  and 
a  certainty  (its  independence  being  established)  of  redeeming  in  a 
short  term  of  years  the  comparatively  inconsiderable  debts  it  may 
have  occasion  to  contract.  Notwithstanding  the  difficulties  under 
which  we  labor,  and  the  inquietudes  among  the  people,  there  is  still 
a  fund  of  inclination  and  resource  in  the  country  equal  to  great  and 
continued  exertions,  provided  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  stop  the 
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progress  of  disgust,  by  changing  the  present  system  and  adopting 
another  more  consonant  with  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  and  more 
capable  of  activity  and  energy  in  measures  of  which  a  powerful 
succor  of  money  must  be  the  basis. 

"  The  people  are  discontented,  but  it  is  with  the  feeble,  oppressive 
mode  of  conducting  the  war  not  with  the  war  itself;  they  are  not 
unwilling  to  contribute  to  its  support,  but  they  are  unwilling  to  do  it 
in  a  way  that  renders  private  property  precarious,  a  necessary  conse- 
quence of  the  fluctuation  of  the  national  currency,  and  of  the 
inability  of  Government  to  perform  its  engagements,  oftentimes 
coercively  made.  A  large  majority  are  still  firmly  attached  to  the 
independence  of  these  States,  abhor  a  reunion  with  Great  Britain, 
and  are  affectionate  to  the  alliance  with  France.  But  this  disposition 
can  ill  supply  the  means  customary  and  essential  in  war,  nor  can  we 
rely  on  its  duration  amidst  the  perplexities,  oppressions,  and  misfor- 
tunes that  attend  the  want  of  them." 

From  these  extracts  it  will  appear  to  your  Excellency  that  the 
fate  of  America  depends  upon  the  immediate  and  decisive  succor  of 
her  august  ally,  in  the  two  points  of  a  specific  loan  and  a  naval 
superiority.  The  most  accurate  calculation  of  the  expense  requisite 
for  a  vigorous  campaign,  and  the  interior  means  which  Congress 
have  of  defraying  that  expense,  prove  that  there  is  a  deficiency  of 
the  full  sum  solicited  by  Congress.  The  grant  of  six  millions  which 
his  Majesty  is  pleased  to  make  under  the  title  of  a  donation  to  the 
United  States,  will  be  acknowledged  with  the  liveliest  emotions  of 
gratitude  by  affectionate  allies ;  at  the  same  time  it  would  be  frus- 
trating the  gracious  intentions  of  his  Majesty  towards  his  allies,  and 
betraying  the  common  cause  of  France  and  America  to  encourage  a 
belief  that  the  abovementioned  aid  will  enable  the  United  States  to 
surmount  the  present  perilous  juncture  of  our  affairs.  The  reasoning 
in  the  foregoing  extracts  will  evince  how  inadequate  the  sum  is  to 
the  present  exigency. 

I  must  likewise  remark  to  your  Excellency  that  the  credit  in  bills 
of  exchange  is  subject  to  difficulties  and  disadvantages  which  render 
such  a  resource  very  unfit  for  the  conduct  of  the  war.  Bills  are 
obnoxious  to  the  vicissitudes  and  speculations  of  commerce,  and  it  is 
easy  to  foresee  that  his  Majesty's  allies  would  be  great  sufferers  by 
their  drafts,  and  at  the  same  time  be  incapable  of  giving  that  vigor 
and  energy  to  their  operations  which  would  be  derived  from  specie. 
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The  same  enlightened  policy  and  generous  regard  for  the  rights  of 
mankind  which  prompted  France  to  espouse  the  cause  of  America, 
still  dictate  the  conduct  which  she  is  to  pursue ;  they  demand  every 
effort  on  her  part  to  prevent  America  from  being  reduced  to  the 
British  domination,  her  commerce  and  those  sources  of  wealth  being 
restored  to  the  tyrant  of  the  European  seas,  the  ancient  rival  of 
France ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  abasement  of  this  rival,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  faithful  ally,  united  by  all  the  ties  of  gratitude, 
affection,  and  the  most  permanent  mutual  interests.  To  these  inval- 
uable purposes  give  me  leave  to  repeat  to  your  Excellency  that  the 
decisive  measures  in  the  foregoing  extracts  are  necessary. 

I  submit  to  your  Excellency  whether  the  objection  to  his  Majesty's 
favoring  a  loan  in  the  name  of  Congress  may  not  be  obviated  by  an 
additional  loan  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  on  account  of  the  United 
States,  for  which  Congress  will  be  accountable?  The  excellent 
state  of  the  finances  of  this  kingdom,  the  exalted  state  of  public 
credit,  must  unquestionably  give  the  greatest  facility  for  this  purpose, 
and  it  may  be  clearly  proved  that  giving  decisive  succor  in  this 
article  at  the  present  juncture,  will  be  infinitely  more  advantageous 
than  suffering  the  war  to  languish  by  affording  partial  and  inadequate 
assistance.  Supposing  that  fortunate  casualties,  at  this  time  very 
improbable,  should  enable  us  to  continue  the  war  upon  its  present 
footing,  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  to  your  Excellency  that  the  greatest 
promptness  in  this  business  is  essential.  The  British,  by  being  in 
possession  of  two  States,  fertile  in  grain,  timber,  and  naval  stores, 
have  acquired  new  animation  and  fresh  resources  for  the  war ;  and 
every  day,  according  to  present  appearances,  brings  America  nearer 
to  the  period  of  her  efforts.  j^^^  LAURENS. 


Questions  proposed  to  Colonel  Laurens,  with  his  Answers  to  them. 

Paris,  March  29th,  1781. 

"1st.  To  what  number  can  the  United  States  increase  their  Con- 
tinental troops  ? 

"  2dly.  What  will  be  the  expense  of  the  number  fixed  ? 

"  3dly.  This  expense  is  to  be  distinguished  into  pay  and  appoint- 
ments, clothing,  arms,  ammunition,  and  provision. 
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"4thly.  What  does  the  artillery  of  the  United  States  consist  of, 
and  what  is  the  number  of  carriages  ? 

"  5thly.  What  is  the  number  of  provision  wagons  ? 

"6thly.  What  are  the  plans  of  General  Washington,  in  case  his 
army  should  amount  to  fifteen,  twelve,  or  ten  thousand  men,  inde- 
pendently of  the  French  troops  ?" 

After  answering  the  foregoing  questions  generally,  both  with 
respect  to  the  northern  and  southern  array,  I  added  the  following 
remarks : 

The  plans  of  General  Washington  are  absolutely  subordinate  to 
the  succors  which  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to 
grant  to  his  allies.  If  Congress  obtain  the  succor  in  money  and 
military  effects,  and  the  naval  superiority  which  they  solicit,  they 
will  be  enabled  to  revive  public  credit,  to  make  solid  arrangements 
of  finance,  to  give  activity  to  the  resources  of  the  country,  to  augment 
their  troops,  to  appease  their  discontents,  and  to  reinforce  General 
Washington  with  a  select  corps  of  ten  thousand  militia. 

With  the  addition  of  this  force  and  the  French  troops,  the  General 
will  be  in  condition  to  undertake  the  siege  of  New  York.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  say  how  glorious  and  decisive  the  success  of  this 
operation  would  be  for  the  common  cause  ;  it  is  equally  unnecessary 
to  add  how  much  the  promptness  of  succor  from"  France  would 
contribute  to  it. 

The  expense  of  artillery  required  for  this  operation  will  be  found 
in  the  estimate  delivered ;  that  of  clothing,  Sic,  for  the  army  in  its 
present  state  will  be  found  in  deducting  a  quantity  proportioned  to 
the  number  of  men ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  represent  too  strongly 
that  this  excess,  far  from  being  superfluous,  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  recruit  the  army  in  general,  a  precaution  which  is  indispensable, 
unless  we  should  choose  to  hazard  all  upon  the  event  of  a  single 
operation.  That  the  Congress  besides  owes  great  arrearages  of 
clothing  to  the  soldiers,  and  that,  as  the  estimate  of  Indian  presents 
has  not  been  included  in  the  present  demand,  we  may  be  obliged, 
perhaps,  to  sacrifice  a  part  of  the  clothing  now  solicited  to  main- 
tain the  friendship  of  some  of  the  tribes  attached  to  France  and 
America,  and  that  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  prevent  them 
from  joining  the  hostile  tribes  who,  in  conjunction  with  the  English 
Tories,  ravage  the  country,  destroy  our  harvests,  put  to  flight  and 
massacre  all  the  inhabitants  on  the  western  frontier,  from  New  York 
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to  Virginia.  We  may  more  especially  expect  that  this  diversion  will 
be  employed  during  the  siege  of  New  York.  It  is  to  be  added,  that 
a  number  of  men  will  be  found  who  have  already  served,  who  would 
eagerly  rejoin  their  ancient  standards,  provided  they  had  the  assu- 
rance of  proper  treatment  instead  of  the  misery  and  sufferings  which 
they  have  hitherto  experienced.  That  the  army  would  be  aug- 
mented, notwithstanding  the  daily  loss  in  the  trenches,  by  levies 
perfectly  accustomed  to  fire. 

The  extreme  weakness  of  the  southern  army  is  attributable  to  the 
following  causes : 

1st.  That  two  of  the  States  that  furnish  quotas  to  this  army  are 
invaded  by  the  British. 

2dly.  That  they  have  all  a  great  many  prisoners  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  and  that  their  troops  in  general  have  been  wasted,  as 
well  by  the  excessive  marches  which  they  have  undergone  in  carry- 
ing succors  to  the  southward  as  by  the  different  misfortunes  which 
have  happened  there. 

The  naval  superiority  of  the  British,  and  the  rapidity  of  their 
movements  by  sea,  secured  to  them  the  capture  of  Charleston  and 
all  their  southern  successes  ;  enjoying  the  advantages  they  have  had 
in  their  power  to  transport  a  body  of  troops,  with  all  requisites  in 
ammunition  and  provision,  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other 
in  fourteen  days,  to  attack  a  feeble  point ;  while  the  American 
succors,  wasted  by  a  march  of  two  months,  commenced  in  the  rigors 
of  winter,  and  without  intermission  from  the  fatigues  of  a  campaign, 
could  only  arrive  to  increase  the  public  calamity  by  being  beat  in 

^^^^^^'  JOHN  LAURENS. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Versailles,  April  9tli,  1781. 

Sir, 
Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  Excellency,  on  the  23d 
ultimo,  I  have  employed  the  most  unremitting  efforts  to  obtain  a 
prompt  and  favorable  decision  relative  to  the  objects  of  my  mission. 
After  many  difficulties  and  delays,  with  the  details  of  which  it  is 
needless  to  trouble  Congress,  the  Count  de  Vergennes  communi- 
cated to  me  yesterday  his  Most  Christian  Majesty's  determination  to 
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guaranty  a  loan  often  millions,  to  be  opened  in  Holland,  in  addition 
to  the  six  millions  granted  as  a  gratuitous  gift,  and  the  four  millions 
appropriated  for  the  payment  of  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  Con- 
gress on  their  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  The  purchase-money  of  the 
clothing,  which  must  be  an  affair  of  private  contract,  and  the  value 
of  the  military  effects  which  may  be  furnished  from  the  royal 
arsenals,  are  to  be  deducted  from  the  six  millions. 

I  shall  use  my  utmost  endeavors  to  procure  an  immediate  advance 
of  the  ten  millions  from  the  treasury  of  France,  to  be  replaced  by 
the  proposed  loan,  and  shall  renew  my  solicitations  for  the  supplies 
of  ordinance  and  military  stores  on  credit,  that  the  present  of  six 
millions  may  not  be  absorbed  by  those  objects  and  the  purchase 
of  necessary  clothing.  The  providing  this  article  I  fear  will  be 
attended  with  great  difficulties  and  delays,  as  all  the  woollen  manu- 
factories of  France  are  remote  from  the  sea,  and  there  are  no  public 
magazines  of  cloth  suitable  to  our  purposes.  The  cargo  of  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  will,  I  hope,  arrive  safe  under  the  convoy  of 
the  Alliance  ;  and  by  satisfying  our  immediate  necessities,  prevent 
the  delays  abovementioned  from  having  any  disagreeable  conse- 
quences. 

The  Marquis  de  Castries  has  engaged  to  make  immediate  arrange- 
inents  for  the  safe  transportation  of  the  pecuniary  and  other  succors 
destined  for  the  United  States,  and  has  repeatedly  assured  me  that 
the  naval  superiority  will  be  established  on  the  American  coast  the 
ensuing  campaign.  The  French  fleet,  he  informs  me,  was,  on  the 
27th  ultimo,  sixty  leagues  west  of  Cape  Finisterre,  proceeding  to  its 
destination  in  good  order,  and  with  a  favorable  wind. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  extracts  of 
the  most  conspicuous  letters  of  an  intercepted  mail,  taken  in  a  packet 
bound  from  Falmouth  to  New  York.  Your  Excellency  will  have 
been  informed  that  the  Court  of  London  have  referred  the  offered 
mediation  of  Russia  between  England  and  the  United  Provinces  to  a 
general  pacification.  I  have  been  some  days  stationary  at  Versailles 
for  the  facility  of  seeing  the  different  Ministers  and  accelerating  their 
deliberations.  Being  just  apprized  of  an  opportunity  fi'om  Nantes 
to  America,  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  this  short  provisional  letter, 
lest  upon  my  return  to  Passy  1  should  not  have  time  to  write  more 
fully. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  kc,  JOHN  LAURENS. 

Vol.  v.— 11 
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Memorial  from  Colonel  John  Laurens  to  Count  de  Vergennes. 

The  underwritten,  special  Minister  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, has  the  honor  to  represent  to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  in 
behalf  of  Congress,  and  by  their  orders,  that  the  crisis  is  extreme, 
and  that  it  demands  prompt  and  decisive  succors. 

The  United  States  claim  with  confidence  the  power  and  good  will 
of  their  august  ally.     They  had  requested, 
1st.  A  loan  of  twenty-five  millions. 
2dly.  A  naval  superiority  on  the  American  coast. 
3dly.  Arms  and  ammunition,  materials  for  clothing,  equipments 
and  tents,  estimates  of  which  have  been  laid  before  the  Ministry. 

The  underwritten  being  informed  by  the  Count  de  Vergennes  of 
the  King's  intentions  with  regard  to  pecuniary  succors,  earnestly 
offers  in  the  name  of  the  Congress  the  homage  of  the  most  lively 
gratitude,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  his  duty  to  represent,  that 
although  this  succor  tends  to  the  object  which  his  Majesty  has  in 
view,  it  is  nevertheless  demonstrated  in  the  present  state  of  affairs 
that  it  is  insufficient,  considering  the  urgent  necessities  of  the  army 
and  the  administration,  its  engagements  and  debts,  the  exhausted 
condition  of  America,  the  absolute  deficiency  of  resources  and  specie, 
and  the  enormous  expense  essential  to  the  vigorous  support  of  the 
war.  It  is  on  this  account  that  the  underwritten  earnestly  entreats 
his  Majesty  to  grant,  on  credit  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  artillery,  arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  which  shall  be  drawn  from  his 
Majesty's  arsenals  and  magazines,  as  a  very  considerable  sum  must 
be  absorbed  for  the  payment  of  clothing  and  other  articles  to  be 
collected  in  France. 

The  underwritten  further  entreats  his  Majesty  to  consider  that  the 
operation  of  a  loan  in  Holland  cannot  be  terminated  in  less  than 
three  months,  that  the  delay  of  this  result  may  commit  the  safety  of 
America,  and  the  common  cause,  lose  the  fruit  of  all  the  expense 
and  sacrifices  hitherto  made ;  a  single  instant  is  precious,  the  least 
delay  becomes  of  the  most  dangerous  consequence,  while  the 
successes  of  the  British  multiply  their  resources  and  give  them  new 
energy. 

The  loan  which  will  be  opened  in  Holland  under  the  auspices  of 
his  Majesty,  favored  by  the  guarantee  which  he  is  pleased  to  grant, 
cannot  fail  of  success. 
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The  underwritten  flatters  himself,  therefore,  that  his  Majesty  will 
find  no  inconvenience  in  ordering  the  immediate  advance  of  ten 
millions  to  be  delivered  at  the  disposal  of  the  United  States,  which 
will  be  returned  to  his  Royal  Treasury  by  means  of  the  loan  in 
question. 

Events  of  the  greatest  importance  depend  upon  this  disposition 
equally  good  and  indispensable.  The  underwritten  would  think 
himself  deficient  in  his  duty  if  he  did  not  persevere  in  entreating  his 
Majesty  to  adopt  and  order  it. 

The  arrival  of  this  sum  is  necessary  to  give  a  vigorous  impulse  to 
the  organization  of  administration  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
renew  the  tone  of  parts  which  have  lost  their  energy,  and  revive 
public  credit  by  making  the  resources  of  the  country  concur  in  the 
expenses  of  the  war,  which  resources  cannot  be  turned  to  account 
without  coin  to  determine  them. 

If  it  is  impossible  to  make  it  a  part  of  the  general  arrangement  to 
grant  safe  means  of  conveyance  for  the  whole  of  this  sum,  the 
underwritten  entreats  his  Majesty  to  cause  as  considerable  a  portion 
as  possible  to  be  remitted  immediately,  and  to  fix  a  very  early  date 
for  the  departure  of  the  remainder. 

The  underwritten  further  earnestly  solicits  that  a  naval  superiority 
be  permanently  maintained  on  the  American  coast.  The  practica- 
bility and  success  of  all  military  operations  and  the  event  of  the  war, 
depend  directly  and  even  exclusively  on  the  state  of  the  maritim(; 
force  in  America. 

The  British,  by  preserving  this  advantage,  will  be  able  to  accom- 
plish all  their  plans  by  the  rapidity  of  their  movements.  The  facility 
of  transporting  themselves  every  where  secures  them  a  series  of 
successes,  which  are  rendered  still  more  decisive  by  the  certainty  of 
finding  no  opposition  in  defenceless  points. 

It  is  by  these  means  that  they  have  been  able  lately  to  possess 
themselves  of  a  very  important  maritime  point  in  North  Carolina, 
and,  by  effecting  a  sudden  junction  between  two  divisions  of  their 
army,  have  been  able  to  penetrate  to  the  granary  of  that  State.  This 
position  is  the  more  favorable  to  the  enemy  as  he  encloses  between 
his  army  and  the  port  of  Wilmington,  of  which  he  is  master,  a 
considerable  number  of  Scotch  Colonists  attached  to  the  interests  of 
England,  and  who  will  be  determined,  perhaps,  by  his  successes  to 
declare  themselves  openly.     Such  consequences  are  to  be  expected 
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from  great  successes  in  all  civil  wars.  If  his  Majesty  thinks  proper 
to  oppose  a  naval  superiority  to  the  British,  they  will  be  obliged  to 
recall  their  troops  from  the  interior  country  to  reunite  for  the  defence 
of  the  most  important  maritime  points,  the  communication  between 
which  will  be  cut  off,  and  the  choice  of  attacks  left  to  the  allies. 

The  abasement  of  Great  Britain,  the  dismemberment  of  its  empire, 
the  inestimable  commercial  advantages  arising  to  France,  present 
great  interests,  and  merit  powerful  efforts.  If  this  opportunity  be 
neglected,  if  too  much  be  left  to  chance,  if  time  be  lost,  and  the 
means  employed  be  insufficient,  the  British  pride  will  know  neither 
bounds  nor  restraint ;  our  object  will  be  missed  perhaps  forever ;  it 
is  easy  to  foresee  how  fatal  the  consequences  would  be  to  the  French 
Islands. 

The  underwritten  renews  the  assurances  of  the  most  inviolable 
attachment  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  Whatever  may  be 
the  decision  of  his  Majesty  on  these  representations,  his  goodness 
towards  his  allies  will  never  be  effaced  from  their  hearts  ;  they  will 
support  the  common  cause  with  the  same  devotion  to  the  last 
extremity,   but  their  success  must   necessarily  depend  upon  their 

"^^^"'-  JOHN  LAURENS. 

Paris,  April  18th,  1781. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Paris,  April  24th,  1781. 

Sir, 

1  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  your  Excellency  a  letter  on  the 
9th  instant,  conformably  to  which  I  presented  the  memorial  now 
sent,  after  preparing  the  way  for  it  by  as  many  conferences  as  an 
intervening  vacation  would  permit.  In  the  course  of  these  I  discov- 
ered that  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  any  further  detachment  of  ships 
of  force  from  hence  ;  consequently,  that  the  sum  of  specie  to  be  sent 
immediately  to  America  would  be  limited  by  the  means  of  convey- 
ance, and  that  successive  epochs  must  divide  a  risk  which  would  be 
too  considerable  if  simultaneous. 

In  pursuance  of  these  ideas  Count  de  Vergennes  declared  to  me, 
that  it  had  been  solemnly  determined  to  send  no  more  than  two 
millions  in  a  frigate  with  me,  and  to  have  the  remainder  transmitted 
afterwards  at  different  periods  ;  this  sum  appeared  to  me  so  incon- 
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slderable,  compared  with  our  necessities,  that  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  make  the  warmest  remonstrances  on  the  subject,  and  the  succeed- 
ino-  day  I  dehvered  the  memorial  abovementioned.  In  the  mean 
time  I  have  been  employed  in  engaging  a  conveyance  from  Holland, 
which  is  so  unexceptionable  as  to  enable  me  to  demand  with 
confidence  an  additional  sum  for  the  first  remittance  of  specie.  The 
conveyance  alluded  to  is  the  Indian,  a  vessel  having  the  dimensions 
of  a  seventy-four  gun  ship,  mounting  twenty-eight  French  thirty-six 
pounders  on  her  main  deck,  and  twelve  twelves  on  her  quarter  deck 
and  forecastle,  sold  by  the  Chevalier  de  Luxembourg  to  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  for  the  term  of  three  years,  loaded  in  part  with 
articles  of  clothing,  k,c.,  on  said  State's  account,  nearly  ready  for 
sea,  but  reduced  to  the  impossibility  of  sailing  for  want  of  ten 
thousand  pounds  sterling  to  discharge  an  accumulation  of  debts 
contracted  in  port.  In  these  circumstances  Captain  Gillon,  her 
present  commander,  has  applied  to  me  in  the  most  pressing  terms  for 
assistance,  and  has  offered  to  cede  me  the  cargo  which  he  has  on 
board,  on  condition  of  furnishing  the  means  of  extricating  himself 
from  his  present  difficulties.  As  there  appeared  to  me  a  happy 
coincidence  in  this  matter  of  the  interests  of  the  State  and  the 
continent,  I  determined  to  accept  his  offer,  annexing  certain  con- 
ditions, as  will  be  seen  in  the  enclosure.* 

The  advantages  in  favor  of  the  contipent  are,  in  the  first  place,  a 
very  important  and  considerable  gain  of  time  in  forwarding  supplies 
of  clothing,  as  no  considerable  quantity  could  have  been  obtained  at 
the  proper  sea-port  of  France  at  an  earlier  date  than  the  10th  of 
June.  Secondly,  the  excellence  of  the  conveyance  removes  a 
powerful  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry  against  augmenting 
the  first  remittance  of  specie. 

The  advantages  on  the  part  of  the  State  are,  that  she  will  be  able 
to  avail  herself  of  the  services  of  her  ship,  of  which,  vv^ithout  the 
present  interposition,  there  would  not  be  the  least  prospect,  and 
besides,  she  will  derive  her  share  in  common  with  the  other  members 
of  the  Union  from  the  general  advantages. 

I  have  not  yet  received  a  definitive  answer  from  the  Count  de 
Vergennes  to  my  last  memorial  and  subsequent  applications,  but  I 
learn  from  M.  Necker  that  the  following  will  be  the  distribution  of 

*  Missing. 
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what  relates  to  his  department,  viz.,  that  two  millions  will  be  sent  in 
the  frigate  with  me,  one  million  on  board  the  Indian,  and  that  it  is 
besides  in  agitation  to  make  an  arrangement  with  Spain  for  assigning 
a  sum  of  specie  at  Vera  Cruz,  to  be  transported  from  thence  by  a 
frigate  to  be  ordered  on  that  service  from  one  of  the  West  India 
Islands. 

I  have  reason  to  apprehend  an  unfavorable  answer  to  my  request 
that  the  military  effects  from  the  public  arsenals  should  be  granted 
on  credit.  The  expense  of  these  articles  will  make  a  considerable 
deduction  from  our  pecuniary  resources.  Your  Excellency  will 
observe  that  the  same  difficulties  exist  with  respect  to  these  objects 
as  with  regard  to  the  manufactures  of  cloth,  the  great  deposits  of 
them  all  being  situated  in  the  interior  country,  remote  from  the  sea. 
The  cargo  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  that  of  the  Indian, 
(including  the  additional  purchases  which  I  have  directed  to  be 
made  in  order  to  complete  her  tonnage,)  and  the  supplies  collected 
at  Brest,  or  on  their  way  thither,  will  nearly  include  the  most 
essential  articles  of  the  Board  of  War's  estimate.  The  purchases  in 
France  are  made  under  the  direction  of  an  Intendant  in  the  War 
Department;  those  in  Holland  are  made  by  M.  de  Neufville  h  Son, 
whom  I  employed  because  they  appeared  to  possess  the  confidence 
of  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  in  that  country. 

I  found  great  difficulties  and  delays  likely  to  attend  the  plan  of 
casting  howitzers  of  English  calibre  in  France.  The  scarcity  of 
materials,  the  great  danger  of  a  want  of  precision  in  the  proportions, 
and  the  facility  with  which  we  cast  shells  in  America,  induced  me  to 
substitute  six  inch  howitzers  of  French  calibre  to  those  demanded  by 
the  Board  of  War.  This  size,  in  the  opinion  of  the  most  experienced 
artillerists,  is  preferable  to  the  larger,  their  effects  being  the  same, 
and  their  inferior  size  rendering  them  much  more  manageable,  as 
well  as  less  expensive  of  ammunition.  A  certain  number  of  shells 
will  accompany  the  howitzers,  but  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  Board 
of  War  should  give  immediate  orders  for  making  a  larger  provision 
of  them.  Their  dimensions  may  be  taken  from  those  with  the 
French  artillery  under  General  Rochambeau. 

The  same  reasons  as  those  abovementioned  determined  me  to 
substitute  the  French  twelve-inch  mortar  to  the  thirteen-inch  of 
English  calibre,  as  there  was  no  other  way  of  procuring  them  but  by 
having  them  cast,  and  the  same  observation  is  to  be  made  with 
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respect  to  their  shells  as  with  respect  to  those  of  the  howitzers.  A 
store-sliip,  freighted  by  Government,  is  to  proceed  under  convoy  of 
the  frigate  on  board  which  I  shall  sail,  and  will  be  charged  with  such 
supplies  as  can  be  collected  in  time  at  Brest. 

As  soon  as  I  shall  have  accomplished  all  that  requires  my 
presence  here,  which  I  flatter  myself  will  be  in  a  few  days,  I  shall 
proceed  to  Brest,  to  do  everything  that  can  depend  on  me  for 
hastening  the  departure  of  the  frigate.  I  shall,  in  the  meantime, 
despatch  Captain  Jackson,  an  officer  of  great  intelligence  and 
activity,  who  accompanied  me  from  America,  with  instructions  to 
exert  his  utmost  efforts  to  get  the  Indian  to  sea  without  loss  of  time.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  veneration,  &.C., 

JOHN  LAURENS. 


Memorial  from  John  Laurens  to  the  Director-General  of  Finance. 

The  underwritten,  special  Minister  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  renews  his  representations  to  the  Director-General  of 
Finance,  upon  the  necessity  of  augmenting  the  present  remittance 
of  pecuniary  succors  destined  for  America.  He  cannot  repeat  too 
often  that,  upon  the  quantity  and  seasonableness  of  these  succors,  the 
fate  of  his  Majesty's  allies  must  necessarily  depend. 

He  entreats  him  to  recollect  that,  in  the  first  discussion  with 
regard  to  the  sum,  the  difficulties  which  opposed  an  immediate 
remittance  more  proportionate  to  the  urgent  necessities  of  the  United 
States  were  unconnected  with  reasons  of  finance.  With  respect  to 
the  apprehension  of  exposing  ourselves  to  simultaneous  risks  that 
would  be  too  considerable,  which  was  the  principal  reason  alleged,  he 
thinks  himself  warranted  in  saying  that,  comparing  the  sum  with  the 
risk,  the  strictest  laws  of  prudence  would  not  be  violated  in  shipping 
the  amount  of  six  millions  on  board  of  two  frigates,  well  armed  and 
good  sailers,  despatched  from  ports  distant  from  each  other. 

The  plan  of  procuring  money  from  Vera  Cruz  or  the  Havana,  the 
success  and  speedy  execution  of  which  were  regarded  as  certain, 
would  have  dispensed  Government  from  making  any  considerable 


*  For  a  correspondence  on  this  subject  between  Dr.  Franklin  and  Captain  Jack- 
son, see  Franklin's  Correspondence,  Vol.  II,  pp.  160-168. 
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remittance  from  hence  at  the  present  moment,  but  as,  according  to 
the  Director-General's  own  account,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  a 
delay  which  would  render  this  plan  delusive,  the  underwritten  sees 
no  other  remedy  than  in  augmenting  the  sums  remitted  from  hence 
as  far  as  the  present  means  of  conveyance  will  authorise,  and 
seconding  this  first  remittance  by  a  definitive  arrangement  for  having 
it  closely  followed  by  the  remainder. 

With  regard  to  the  distribution  between  the  two  ships,  the  under- 
written would  prefer  committing  the  most  considerable  portion  of  the 
specie  to  the  frigate  in  Holland,  on  account  of  her  very  superior 
force. 

He  has  the  honor  to  apprize  the  Director-General  that  he  has 
authorised  Mr.  W.  Jackson,  captain  of  infantry  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  to  give  receipts  for  the  sum  destined  to  be  shipped  in 
Holland,  and  that  he  will  himself  sign  receipts  for  the  sum  to  be 
shipped  at  Brest.  j^^^  LAURENS. 

Paris,  April  29th,  1781. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Paris,  May  15th,  1781. 

Sir, 
Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  on  the  24th 
ultimo  my  prospects  of  pecuniary  succor  have  suffered  a  very 
unfavorable  change,  first  in  the  suspension  and  I  apprehend  the 
total  failure  of  the  plan  of  procuring  a  sum  of  specie  at  Vera  Cruz, 
to  be  transmitted  immediately  from  thence  for  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  This  arrangement,  which  the  Spanish  agent  at  this 
Court  was  at  first  very  desirous  of  making  with  M.  Necker,  and 
which  would  have  been  a  convenience  to  the  finance  of  this  country, 
was  prevented  from  being  carried  into  execution  by  the  arrival  of 
intelligence  that  the  treasure  had  been  safely  transported  from  Vera 
Cruz  to  the  Havana ;  in  consequence  of  which  the  agent  declined 
engaging  to  furnish  the  money  on  any  other  terms  than  by  a  schedule 
or  bill  of  exchange  payable  at  six  months'  sight.  M.  Necker  has 
since  made  him  an  offer  of  a  profit  on  the  money  to  be  supplied  at 
the  Havana,  and  the  agent  has  written  to  his  Court  on  the  subject, 
but  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the  offer  is  likely  to  be  accepted. 
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As  soon  as  I  was  apprized  of  this,  I  delivered  tlie  preceding  memo- 
rial to  the  Director-General  of  Finance. 

In  addition  to  this  disappointment  we  have  received  notice  from 
Holland  of  the  total  refusal  of  the  Dutch  to  countenance  the  pro- 
posed loan  of  ten  millions  on  account  of  the  United  States.  M. 
Necker  was  of  opinion  that  the  Dutch  would  lend  more  readily  on 
this  footing  than  to  France  alone,  as  there  would  be  a  double  secur- 
ity ;  but  the  event  has  proved  that  its  being  a  concern-of  the  United 
States  was  sufficient  for  political  reasons  to  occasion  the  overthrow 
of  the  business.  I  have  uniformly  insisted  from  the  beginning  upon 
the  necessity  of  securing  this  aid  to  the  United  States  from  the 
finances  of  France,  and  while  I  pleaded  the  fertility  of  her  resources, 
and  facility  of  borrowing  in  her  own  name,  I  have  enlarged  upon  the 
fatal  consequences  to  which  we  should  be  exposed  by  referring  the 
matter  to  an  uncertain  and  dilatory  operation.  I  apprehend  some 
new  efforts  are  making  on  the  subject  of  the  loan.  His  Majesty  in 
the  mean  time  engages  to  supply  the  failure  of  the  loan  from  the 
finances  of  his  kingdom.  The  future  transmissions  of  specie  are  to 
be  concerted  between  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  the  Director-Gen- 
eral of  Finance,  and  Count  de  Vergennes  has  promised  me  to  urge 
them  upon  the  subject.  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  greater 
augmentation  of  the  sums  destined  to  be  embarked  at  Brest  and 
in  Holland,  than  half  a  million  at  the  first,  and  nearly  the  same  sum 
at  the  latter. 

With  respect  to  the  maritime  succors  so  repeatedly  solicited  I  am 
authorised  only  in  general  terms  to  assure  Congress  that  such  dispo- 
sitions are  made  for  detaching  from  the  West  Indies,  as  give  every 
reason  to  hope  a  naval  superiority  will  exist  on  the  part  of  the  allies 
in  America ;  that  the  fleet  will  probably  remain  on  that  station 
three  months,  and  that  it  will  be  time  on  my  arrival  to  commence 
the  most  vigorous  preparations  for  cooperating  with  it. 

Immediately  on  closing  this  packet  I  shall  set  out  for  Brest,  and 
use  my  utmost  efforts  to  accelerate  our  sailing.  My  frigate  is  ready 
in  the  roads.  If  any  delay  arises  it  will  be  owing  to  the  store  ship 
which  she  will  have  under  convoy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect, 

JOHN  LAURENS. 
• 

P.  S.  These  despatches  will  be  delivered  to  your  Excellency  by 
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Captain  Jackson  of  the  first  South  Carolina  regiment,  whose  zeal 
for  the  service  made  him  cheerfully  undertake  the  journey  to  Holland 
for  the  purpose  of  accelerating  the  departure  of  the  Indian,  and  to 
whom  I  am  much  indebted  for  his  assistance  in  this  country. 

J.  L. 


COUNT  DE  VERGENNES  TO  JOHN  LAURENS. 

Translation. 

Versailles,  May  16th,  1781. 

Congress  has  directed  Mr.  Laurens  to  solicit  from  the  King  an 
aid  of  money,  and  to  request  his  guarantee  for  a  loan.  In  conse- 
quence his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  grant  six  millions  Tournois,* 
in  form  of  a  gift,  and  he  has  likewise  agreed  to  be  security  for  a  loan 
of  ten  millions,  to  be  opened  in  Holland,  for  account  of  Congress  ; 
and  if  that  loan  should  meet  with  difficulties,  he  has  even  resolved 
to  supply  it  out  of  his  own  finances,  as  soon  as  possible.  The  six 
millions  which  his  Majesty  has  granted  have  been  employed  in  the 
following  manner :  two  million  five  hundred  thousand  livres  are  sent 
to  Brest  there  to  be  shipped ;  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  are 
sent  to  Amsterdam,  to  be  likewise  shipped  there;  about  two  millions 
are  to  be  employed  in  payment  for  the  goods  which  Mr.  Laurens 
was  directed  to  purchase.  Besides  the  sum  abovementioned,  his 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  grant  Dr.  Franklin  four  millions  to 
discharge  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  him  by  Congress.  In  case 
the  loan,  which  is  to  be  opened  in  Holland  on  account  of  the  Amer- 
icans, should  fail  of  success,  his  Majesty  will  be  under  the  necessity 
of  supplying  it.  It  is  understood  that  the  United  States  shall  repay 
his  Majesty  the  sum  often  millions,  in  order  to  fulfil  the  engagements 
that  shall  be  entered  into  in  Holland. 

The  operations  of  the  campaign,  of  which  his  Majesty  has  given  a 
plan  to  the  commander  of  his  fleet  in  America,  form  the  second 
object  in  which  the  United  States  are  interested ;  and  without  being 


*These  six  millions  were  not  obtained  "  in  consequence"  of  Colonel  Laurens's 
solicitation,  but  were  granted  to  Dr.  Franklin  before  Colonel  Laurens's  arrival.  See 
Franklin 's  Correspondence,  Vol.  H .,  p.  166,  and  also  Colonel  Laurens 's  letter  above^ 
dated  March  20th;  also  the  following  letter  of  September  2d. 
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able  to  fix  the  attention  of  Congress  or  General  Washington  upon 
the  moment  when  his  fleet  shall  appear  on  the  coast  of  North  Amer- 
ica, he  assures  them  that  the  success  of  their  armies  makes  a  principal 
part  of  his  views  for  the  ensuing  campaign.  It  is  therefore  proper 
that,  upon  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Laurens,  the  United  States  should 
put  themselves  in  condition  to  take  advantage  of  the  operations  of 
his  fleet  in  America.  j)^  VERGENNES. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  September  Qd,  1781. 
Sir, 
Happy  in  this  opportunity  of  renewing  the  assurances  of  my 
inviolable  duty  and  attachment  to  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  them  a  supplementary 
report  of  the  negociation  with  which  they  were  pleased  to  entrust 
me  by  their  commission  of  the  23d  of  December,  1780. 

Previous  to  my  arrival  in  France  the  letter  from  Congress  of 
the  22d  of  December  to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  had  been 
delivered,  and  the  application  for  succors  supported  by  our  Minister 
Plenipotentiary,  the  result  of  which  was  a  gratuitous  donation  from 
the  King  of  France  of  six  millions  of  livres,  to  be  drawn  for  by 
General  Washington  at  distant  periods,  and  an  offer  to  provide 
clothing  and  other  supplies  for  the  army,  the  expense  to  be  deducted 
from  the  donation  abovementioned.  The  disproportion  between  this 
and  the  necessities  of  the  United  States,  upon  which  their  demand 
was  founded,  as  well  as  the  exceptionable  manner  of  touching  the 
money,  determined  me  without  delay  to  renew  the  negociation,  in 
which  I  had  the  concurrence  of  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  and 
the  advantage  of  his  counsels. 

After  my  first  interview  with  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  I  presented 
in  form  of  a  memorial,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  transmitted  to 
Congress,  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Washington,  written 
in  consequence  of  my  conference  with  him  by  order  of  Congress, 
making  such  small  additions  as  were  suggested  by  the  state  of  the 
business.  The  advantage  of  the  General's  credit  in  Europe  made 
me  prefer  his  letter  to  any  common  form  of  memorial,  especially  as 
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he  had  treated  the  principal  objects  of  my  mission  in  a  manner 
less  full  and  explicit  than  conformable  to  the  ideas  of  Congress. 

I  accompanied  it  with  the  estimate  of  the  Board  of  War,  after 
making  a  deduction  of  many  articles,  the  demand  of  which  I  appre- 
hended would  throw  an  unfavorable  cast  on  the  whole  business.  A 
translated  duplicate  of  the  complete  estimate  had  been  long  since 
delivered  by  Dr.  Franklin.  The  Count  de  Vergennes  exclaimed 
vehemently  against  the  exorbitance  of  the  demand,  to  which  the 
strength  of  our  army  was  so  disproportioned,  adding  that  duplicate 
cargoes  of  such  value  could  not  be  afforded,  and  that  the  articles 
demanded  would  exhaust  all  our  money ;  for  he  refused  to  under- 
stand, as  I  did,  the  intention  of  Congress  to  solicit  the  supplies  in 
addition  to  the  loan. 

Argument  and  expostulation  on  this  subject  were  fruitless.  In 
pursuance  of  his  definitive  request  I  formed  a  reduced  list,  accom- 
panied by  a  letter,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  transmitted.  An 
allowance  was  made  for  the  La  Fayette's  cargo,  as  well  as  a  very 
imperfect  sketch  of  it  could  enable  me.  This  list  was  immediately 
referred  to  the  War  Department.  In  all  my  interviews  with  the 
Ministers  I  endeavored  to  represent,  in  the  strongest  light,  the 
following  important  articles :  That  notwithstanding  the  unalterable 
determination  of  the  United  States  to  support  their  independence, 
notwithstanding  the  virtue  and  firmness  of  the  citizens  in  general, 
the  immense  pecuniary  resources  of  Great  Britain  and  her  constant 
naval  superiority,  were  advantages  too  decisive  to  be  counterbalanced 
by  any  interior  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  That' 
these  must  infallibly  impose  a  term  to  the  efforts  of  a  nation  whose 
extended  maritime  and  inland  frontier  rendered  her  obnoxious  to 
sudden  descents  and  incursions  on  all  sides ;  whose  army  was  conse- 
quently exposed  to  excessive  marches,  attended  with  insupportabh 
expense  of  money  and  waste  of  soldiers  ;  that  the  exhausted  state 
of  their  finances  reduced  Congress  to  the  impossibility  of  calling  the 
natural  resources  of  the  country  into  activity  ;  that  the  aggravated 
calamities  of  a  war,  which  in  its  principles  had  been  precautionary, 
began  now  to  produce  dangerous  uneasinesses  and  discontents ;  that 
we  had  concealed  enemies  to  contend  against ;  that  the  British  left 
no  measures  unattempted  either  of  open  force  or  secret  intrigue 
and  finally,  unless  instant  succor  were  afforded  as  solicited  by  Con- 
gress, that  France  was  in  danger  of  losing  all  the  fruits  of  the  part 
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she  had  hitherto  taken  in  the  contest ;  that  if,  instead  of  being 
actuated  by  a  generous  and  enlightened  policy,  the  Court  of  France 
had  systematically  protracted  the  war,  in  order  that  Britain  and 
America  might  mutually  exhaust  themselves,  while  she  had  reserved 
her  power  to  decide  only  in  the  last  extremity,  this  period,  with 
respect  to  America,  had  arrived ;  that  the  importance  of  the  objects 
of  the  war  on  one  hand,  and  the  mischiefs  of  suffering  Great  Britain 
to  reannex  to  herself  the  resourcesof  America,  demanded  the  greatest 
exertions  ;  that  the  honor  of  the  King,  as  well  as  the  national  interest, 
was  engaged  ;  and  that,  considering  the  flourishing  state  of  the  French 
marine  and  finances,  the  succor  solicited  was  as  easy  as,  considering 
our  situation,  it  was  indispensable. 

1  endeavored,  above  all,  to  hasten  their  determinations.  The 
general  language  held  by  the  Ministry  was,  that  the  demands  of 
Congress  were  excessive ;  that  to  induce  succor  from  their  ally  there 
should  be  greater  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  United  States ;  that 
the  King  had  the  greatest  good  will  towards  them,  but  that  the 
expenditures  of  the  war  were  immense;  the  necessity  of  supporting 
a  maritime  war  in  different  quarters,  and  the  indispensable  defence 
of  his  own  colonies,  limited  his  power  of  giving  assistance;  that  the 
public  credit  of  France,  however  good,  had  its  limits,  which  it  were 
dangerous  to  exceed;  that  the  administration  of  the  American  finances 
was  not  calculated  to  inspire  confidence ;  that  a  dangerous  wound 
had  been  given  to  our  public  credit  by  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of 
March,  1780,  a  measure  which,  however  judicious  it  might  have 
been  in  time  of  peace,  was  exceedingly  pernicious  in  time  of  war; 
that  the  application  of  Congress  was  tardy,  and  by  its  suddenness 
excluded  expedients  which  might  otherwise  have  been  employed  for 
our  relief;  that  with  regard  to  the  national  interest  and  honor,  France 
had  been  a  great  kingdom  and  the  King  a  powerful  monarch,  when 
America  was  composed  of  feeble  colonies. 

To  this  kind  of  discourse  1  answered  by  enlarging  on  the  natural 
and  political  disadvantages  of  America  in  the  present  contest ;  the 
fertile  resources  of  the  British,  their  power  and  activity ;  the  impos- 
sibility of  our  supporting  a  paper  credit  without  a  foundation  of 
specie,  adding  that  the  Continental  currency  must  have  died  a 
natural  death  if  it  had  not  been  checked  at  a  late  stage  of  deprecia- 
tion by  the  act  of  Congress  in  question ;  that  persons  who  had 
clamored  most  on  this  subject  had  been  instrumental  in  hastening 
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the  discredit  of  our  paper  by  various  commercial  speculations,  but 
that  the  downfall  of  the  currency  must  be  attributed  j)rincipally  to  a 
want  of  funds  for  its  support ;  for  this  object  Congress  were  renewing 
their  application  in  the  most  pressing  terms;  that  the  King  of  France's 
glory  could  not  but  suffer  if  the  British  triumphed  in  the  present 
dispute,  as  his  consideration  in  Europe  would  be  lessened  by  it ;  that 
his  interests  besides,  and  those  of  his  kingdom,  would  certainly  be 
deeply  wounded  by  a  reaccession  of  America  to  Great  Britain,  and 
that  the  same  fleet  and  army  which  would  prove  decisive  there  would 
be  at  hand  to  possess  themselves  of  the  French  islands. 

The  Marquis  de  Castries,  Minister  for  the  Marine  Department, 
being  absent,  and  a  vacation  produced  some  delay,  I  waited  on  this 
Minister  immediately  on  his  return  to  Court,  and  observed  to  him 
that  the  most  important  decisions  relative  to  the  common  cause  of 
France  and  America  had  been  suspended  on  account  of  his  absence ; 
urged  him  particularly  on  the  great  point  of  a  naval  superiority, 
reminding  him  that  the  British  marine  was  the  principal  instrument 
of  their  power ;  that  the  efforts  of  the  allies  to  reduce  this  force 
could  nowhere  be  made  with  such  a  prospect  of  success  as  on  the 
American  coast ;  that  it  would  be  very  easy,  after  a  decisive  cam- 
paign in  America,  in  which  his  personal  glory  was  so  much  interested, 
to  transport  a  sufficient  force  from  the  continent  to  reduce  any 
British  island ;  that  in  the  mean  time  the  French  islands  would  be 
in  the  most  perfect  security.  He  repeated  nearly  what  he  had  said 
at  our  first  interview,  with  stronger  assurances  of  his  prospect  of  a 
naval  superiority  the  ensuing  campaign. 

In  a  word,  I  used  every  argument  of  national  interest,  and  added 
such  personal  motives  as  I  thought  applicable  to  the  different  Min- 
isters. 

On  the  8th  of  April  Count  de  Vergennes  communicated  to  me 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty's  determination  to  become  security  for  a 
loan  of  ten  millions  of  livres,  to  be  opened  on  account  of  the  United 
States  in  Holland  ;  that  he  had  immediately  despatched  a  courier 
extraordinary  to  M.  de  la  Vauguyon  with  a  letter  relative  to  this 
business ;  that  I  had  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  this,  in  addition  to 
the  donation  of  six  millions,  and  four  millions  that  had  been  appro- 
priated to  the  payment  of  bills  drawn  on  Mr.  Franklin.  I  pressed 
him  by  many  arguments  to  leave  an  opening  for  the  remaining  five 
millions ;  exposed  the  false  policy  of  incomplete  succors ;  observed 
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that  Congress  had  solicited  no  more  than  was  necessary  ;  that  there 
should  be  no  other  limits  to  the  present  succor  than  the  invincible 
bounds  of  possibility  ;  that  it  was  not  the  condition  on  which  the 
money  was  obtained,  but  the  sum  and  opportuneness  of  remitting  it, 
that  were  above  all  important ;  that  in  this  point  of  view  I  would 
prefer  converting  the  donation  into  a  loan,  if  it  would  make  the 
advance  more  convenient  to  the  French  finances,  and  facilitate  the 
augmentation  of  the  total  sum  destined  for  the  United  States.  I 
repeated  the  same  thing  to  the  Director-General  of  Finance,  but 
their  answer  was,  the  King  had  passed  his  word,  and  could  not 
retract. 

I  entreated  both  M.  de  Vergennes  and  M.  Necker  not  to  abandon 
the  United  States  to  the  operation  of  a  loan,  but  to  secure  us  from 
the  finances  of  France  the  sum  in  question,  and,  above  all,  to  make 
immediate  arrangements  for  the  remittance  of  it. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  pressed  the  Minister  of  Marine  on  the  subject 
of  ships,  but  I  found  that  it  was  far  from  the  intention  of  the  Court 
to  furnish  the  means  for  remitting  any  considerable  sum  immediately. 
Count  de  Vergennes  urged  the  imprudence  of  exposing  such  precious 
succors  to  a  simultaneous  risk,  and  the  necessity  of  dividing  the 
danger  by  successive  remittances,  adding,  besides,  that  as  permis- 
sion had  been  given  to  draw,  an  allowance  was  to  be  made  on  this 
account,  and  a  provisional  sum  for  payment  retained  ;  that  pursuant 
to  these  ideas,  it  had  been  solemnly  determined  to  send  no  more 
than  two  millions  in  a  frigate  with  me.  I  observed  that  the  first 
difficulty  would  be  obviated  by  proportioning  the  escort  to  the  value 
of  the  specie;  with  regard  to  the  other  objection,  I  gave  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  no  bills  would  be  drawn  in  consequence  of  the  mode 
for  touching  the  donation  of  six  millions.  The  Count  said  that  I 
was  not  sufficiently  impressed  with  what  had  been  already  done  on 
our  account,  and  appealed  to  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  In 
addition  to  the  warmest  verbal  remonstrances  on  the  subject,  I  pre- 
sented the  memorial,  a  copy  of  which  was  forwarded  to  Congress. 

In  these  circumstances  I  was  induced  to  make  an  arrangement 
with  Captain  Gillon,  of  the  frigate  South  Carolina,  in  order  to  secure 
an  unexceptionable  conveyance  for  a  further  remittance  of  specie, 
as  well  as  for  other  reasons  to  be  mentioned  hereafter.  This  convey- 
ance being  approved  by  the  Ministry,  it  was  proposed  by  M.  Necker 
that  one  million  should  be  remitted  by  this  opportunity,  two  in  the 
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fricrate  from  France,  as  abovementioned,  and  that  an   arrangement 
should  be   made  with  the  Spaniards  for  a  further  remittance  from 
Vera  Cruz,  agreeably  to  an  offer  from  their  agent  in  Paris.     Unfor- 
tunately, whire  this  latter  plan  was  in  agitation,  the  agent  received 
intelligence   that   the  whole  of  the   Spanish  treasure   destined    for 
Europ^l  had  arrived  safe  at  the  Havana,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  changed  the  terms  of  his  first  proposal  from  an  order  payable  at 
sight  to'bills  at  sIk  months'  date;  this,  joined  to  the  disagreeable 
intelligence  from  Holland  of  the  failure  of  the   loan   proposed   on 
account  of  the  United  States,  occasioned  my  giving  a  memorial  to 
the  Director-General,  and  insisting,  in  several  interviews  with  him, 
on  the  necessity  of  something  decisive  in  his  department,  adding  that 
the  Administration  could  not  pursue  a  better  plan  for  securing  the 
triumph  of  Great  Britain  than  the  present  system  of  giving  inade- 
quate and  dilatory  succor  to  America. 

All  that  I  could  obtain  was  an  addition  of  half  a  million  to  the 
specie  to  be  embarked  at  Brest,  and  about  the  same  sum  to  that  in 
GiUon's  ship.  The  Director-General  informed  me  that  he  had 
passed  the  sum  of  the  proposed  loan  to  the  debit  of  the  King's 
finances,  and  repeated  his  assurances  that  our  further  remittances 
should  be  made  successively. 

I  have  already  informed  Congress  that  the  reduced  list  of  supplies 
had  been  referred  to  the  War  Department,  where  it  had  to  undergo 
a  recopying  and  more  methodical  distribution  under  several  heads. 
I  used  my  "endeavors  to  hasten  the  decisions  on  this  subject,  and  to 
procure  orders  at  least  with  respect  to  some  particular  articles,  the 
providing  of  which  obviously  required  a  more  eariy  notice  than 
others  ;  but  he  said  no  partial  arrangement  could  be  made,  and  that 
a  decision  must  be  definitively  given  in  council  upon  the  whole  busi- 
ness, previous  to  his  engaging  in  the  execution  of  his  part. 

On  the  1st  of  April  I  received  a  letter  from  M.  de  Corney,  Pro- 
vincial Commissary,  informing  me  that  the  Marquis  de  Segur  had 
appointed  M.  de  Viemerange,  in  conjunction  with  him,  to  confer 
with  me  on  the  objects  of  the  estimate,  and  the  time  and  means  of 
procuring  them.  I  immediately  repaired  to  Versailles  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

As  the  ancient  administration  for  clothing  the  French  troops  was 
abolished,  and  each  regiment  in  France  makes  its  own  contracts  for 
habiliments   and  equipments,  there  exists  no   public  magazine  of 
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supplies  in  this  way,  either  in  the  War  or  Marine  Department,  and 
there  was  no  other  resource  for  this  article  than  the  remainder  of 
some  suppHes  at  Brest,  which  had  been  provided  for  General 
Rochambeau's  army ;  it  was  proposed  then  to  cede  these  to  the 
United  States,  and  continue  the  provision  upon  the  same  terms  as 
had  been  settled  for  the  King's  service.  The  quantity  was  extremely 
inconsiderable,  compared  even  with  the  reduced  list  which  I  had 
presented  ;  the  time  proposed  for  augmenting  it  was  long,  and  my 
prospects  upon  the  whole  were  very  discouraging,  but  the  impracti- 
cability of  doing  better  in  present  circumstances  obliged  me  to  yield. 
The  difficulties  and  delays,  however,  which  occurred  in  this  trans- 
action, and  a  persuasion  that  it  would  not  be  so  economical  as  I  had 
at  first  been  taught  to  expect,  were  powerful  additional  motives  with 
me  for  accepting  Captain  Gillon's  offer  relative  to  the  South  Carolina 
frigate,  in  order  to  avail  myself  of  the  supplies  in  his  possession,  and 
to  complete  his  vacant  tonnage  by  purchases  in  Holland,  where  the 
vicinity  of  the  sea-port  and  manufacturing  towns  insured  despatch. 
Copies  of  all  the  papers  relative  to  the  supplies  are  in  tfie  hands  of 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  I  apprized  him  of  the  necessity  of 
watching  the  punctual  execution  of  the  terms  of  Sabatier  &;  Co.'s 
agreement,  notwithstanding  the  superintendence  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. The  artillery,  arms,  ammunition,  and  encamping  supplies, 
were  to  be  collected  at  Brest  from  different  arsenals  in  Brittany  and 
elsewhere,  at  the  same  rates  at  which  they  were  provided  for  the 
national  service. 

When  the  subject  of  casting  howitzers  conformably  to  the  British 
calibre  came  to  be  more  minutely  and  definitively  discussed,  diffi- 
culties with  respect  to  the  scarcity  of  materials,  the  danger  of  errors 
in  the  proportion,  the  want  of  a  proper  person  to  inspect  the  business, 
in  a  word,  objections  of  different  kinds  were  started;  these,  added  to 
the  facility  of  casting  shells  in  America,  determined  me  finally  to 
substitute  six-inch  howitzers  of  French  calibre.  Experience  has 
proved,  on  a  comparison  of  their  effects  with  those  of  the  larger-sized 
howitzers,  that  the  difference  is  trifling,  and  that  the  former  will 
answer  all  the  purposes  of  the  latter,  while  their  proportions  render 
them  more  manageable,  and  economise  ammunition.  The  French 
artillerists,  enlightened  by  this  discovery,  have  determined  the  reform 
of  all  their  larger  howitzers. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  Brest,  I  found  the  whole  of  the  articles  agreed 
Vol.  v.— 12 
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to  be  furnished  for  the  first  convoy  were  not  yet  arrived.     In  these 
circumstances  I  substituted   some   articles  which   I   found  in   the 
magazine  there,  that  there  might  not  be  any  further  loss  of  time,  and 
that  there  should  be  the  least  possible  interval  between  our  sailing 
and  the  embarkation  of  the  specie,-  which  once  commenced  could  not 
be  kept  secret  in  passing  through  a  number  of  hands,  and  might  be  a 
temptation   to  enterprises  on   the  part  of  the   enemy.     The  same 
motive  determined  me  not  to  shift  the  whole  of  the  money  into  cases 
which  would  have  been  more  portable.     This   precaution  became 
indispensable,  however,  with  respect  to  two  of  the  casks  that  had 
suffered  too   much   from   the  violent   shaking   on   the   road  to  be 
embarked  in  that  condition,  and  although  all  the  casks  are  double,  I 
apprehend   the   most   scrupulous   care  will   be   necessary  in   their 
debarkation  and  removal.    I  send  herewith  the  Chevalier  de  l' Angle's 
receipt  for  the  specie  on  board  the  frigate  Resolve,  the  copy  of  the 
Treasurer's  note  at  Brest,  and  invoices  of  the  cargoes  on  board  the 
Cibelle  and  the  Olimpe.     Besides  these,  the  whole  of  the  surgical 
instruments,  drugs,  and  tin  and  wire  for  camp  kettles,  agreeably  to 
the  Board  of  War's  estimate,  are  supplied  upon  the  same  footing  as 
the  other  articles.     The  drugs  and  tin  I  expect  in  the  brigantine 
Active.     In  addition  to  the  list,  I  left  a  statement  of  the  ulterior 
demands.     These,  in  addition  to  the  cargo  expected  by  Gillon,  and 
the  invoices  already  cited,  include  the  total  of  the  supplies. 

The  deduction  of  money  for  their  payment  was  incompatible  with 
30  ample  a  provision  as  prudence  might  otherwise  have  dictated. 
Necessitated  to  confine  myself  to  a  reduced  list  of  the  most  indis- 
pensable articles,  in  order  to  leave  the  sum  for  remittances  as 
unimpaired  as  possible,  I  avoided  every  purchase  and  additional 
expense  of  workmanship  that  could  be  readily  supplied  by  our 
artizans  and  manufacturers  at  home,  as  the  money  expended  here, 
besides  accomplishing  the  primary  object,  after  descending  in  various 
channels  to  the  encouragement  of  arts,  and  animation  of  industry 
among  ourselves,  would  return  its  contribution  to  the  great  reservoir 
of  public  resources. 

I  am  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  give  Congress  a  more  satisfactory  and 
definitive  account  of  Captain  Gillon's  proceedings.  The  papers  sent 
herewith  will  show  the  measures  I  had  taken,  and  all  the  intelligence 
I  had  received  relative  to  this  business  previous  to  my  departure. 
Relying  on  the  zeal  and  activity  of  Captain  Jackson,  aided  by  the 
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counsels  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  in  Holland,  I  cannot  appro 
hend  any  improper  delay. 

Captain  Jackson  alone  was  intrusted  with  the  secret  of  the  specie 
to  be  embarked.  I  enjoined  him  not  to  communicate  it  to  any  one, 
until  the  moment  when  it  should  become  necessary  to  embark  it ; 
and,  that  the  bankers  might  not  be  apprized  of  its  destination,  I  sent 
the  order  for  it  enclosed  to  him. 

I  used  every  argument,  at  taking  leave  of  the  several  Ministers, 
that  I  thought  could  influence  them,  and,  previous  to  my  departure 
from  Brest,  renewed  my  solicitations  in  writing.  I  imagine  some 
further  effort  will  have  been  made  relative  to  the  loan  in  Holland, 
but  at  all  events  the  ten  millions  are  to  be  supplied  from  the  King 
of  France's  finances.  The  Marquis  de  Castries  and  M.  Necker  were 
to  concert  the  future  remittances ;  they  gave  me  fair  promises  on  the 
subject,  and  Count  de  Vergennes  assured  me  he  would  press  them  ; 
he  likewise  gave  me  some  hopes  of  credit  for  the  supplies  of  military 
stores.  The  naval  superiority,  it  is  expected,  will  be  established  on 
the  American  coast  for  a  sufficient  time  to  enable  us  to  enterprise 
something  important. 

Enclosed  herewith  is  an  answer  from  the  Most  Christian  King  to 
my  letter  of  credence.  Count  de  Vergennes  informed  me  that  an 
answer  to  the  other  letter  of  Congress  had  been  already  despatched. 

At  taking  my  leave  of  his  Most  Christain  Majesty,  he  desired  me 
to  renew  his  assurances  of  affection  to  the  United  States.  The  suc- 
ceeding day  his  Majesty  honored  me  with  the  accustomed  present  of 
his  portrait.  Republican  strictness,  and  the  utility  of  the  precedent, 
lead  me  to  refer  it  to  the  supreme  representative  of  the  majesty  of 
the  American  people,  the  organ  of  that  sovereign  \y\\\  to  which  I  am 
devoted. 

The  Resolve  sailed  from  Brest  with  the  Cibelle  and  Olimpe 
under  her  convoy  the  1st  of  June.  The  judicious  precautions,  and 
unwearied  attention  of  the  Chevalier  de  I'Angle,  commander  of  the 
frigate,  relative  to  his  convoy,  during  a  passage  in  which  we  experi- 
enced every  contrariety,  deserve  the  highest  applause. 

I  entreat  the  further  orders  of  Congress,  being  exceedingly  solici- 
tous to  lose  no  time  in  rejoining  the  army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  he, 

JOHN  LAURENS. 
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P.  S.  My  first  intention  was  to  have  steered  for  Philadelphia,  but 
learning  from  a  vessel,  which  we  pursued  for  the  purpose  of  intelli- 
gence, that  Count  de  Grasse  was  not  arrived,  I  judged  it  most 
prudent  to  make  a  safe  eastern  port,  and  arrived  at  Boston  the 
afternoon  of  the  25th  ultimo.  r    t 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  September  6th,  1781. 

Sir, 

In  consequence  of  the  desire  of  the  committee  of  conference  on 
the  subject  of  my  mission  to  France,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  com- 
municate to  Congress  all  the  infurmation  I  am  possessed  of  relative 
to  the  present  situation  of  Henry  Laurens,  and  the  prospect  of  his 
enlargement  or  exchange.  It  appears  from  the  letter  of  a  gentleman 
in  London,  who  had  access  to  him  under  certain  restrictions,  that 
though  the  rigor  of  his  confinement  was  in  some  degree  abated,  he 
still  labored  under  several  interdictions  and  restraints,  as  unprece- 
dented as  illiberal,  and  that  the  British  Court  still  affected  to 
consider  him  as  amenable  to  their  municipal  laws,  and  maintained 
the  idea  of  a  future  trial. 

After  I  had  finished  the  general  business  with  which  Congress  had 
charged  me,  I  consulted  the  several  Ministers  at  the  Court  of  France 
upon  the  proper'measures  to  be  taken  when  such  a  flagrant  violation 
of  the  laws  of  nations  had  been  oftered  in  the  person  of  a  public 
Minister,  and  solicited  their  intervention  and  assistance.  They  all 
declared  that  however  anxious  they  were  to  restore  to  his  country 
a  citizen  so  valuable  by  his  services,  they  had  not  the  least  hope 
that  any  benefit  would  be  derived  from  their  interference,  the  British 
Court  being  as  little  disposed  to  gratify  the  Court  of  France  as  they 
were  to  gratify  the  United  States  ;  and  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
these  gentlemen  further  was,  that  nothing  would  determine  the 
British  to  pursue  a  reasonable  conduct  in  the  present  case,  but  the 
most  exact  retaliation  on  the  part  of  Congress.  For  this  purpose 
they  advised  that  one  or  more  British  prisoners  of  sufficient  note  and 
importance  to  cause  a  sensation  of  their  own  complaints,  or  those  of 
their  friends,  to  their  Court,  should   be   held  as   security  for  the 
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safety  of  Mr.  Laurens,  and  that  their  mode  of  confinement  and 
treatment  should  invariably  follow  the  rule  of  the  conduct  of  the 
British  Government  towards  him. 

In  addition  to  the  report  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  the  2d 
instant,  I  take  the  present  opportunity  of  enclosing  to  Congress  the 
duplicate  account  of  the  frigate  AUiances's  disbursements,  by  Messrs. 
Gourlade  and  Moylan  of  L'Orient.  The  misfortune  of  Mr.  Palfrey 
left  us  without  other  resource  than  an  application  to  a  mercantile 
house.  The  persons  abovementioned  offered  their  services,  and 
were  recommended.  The  sum  total  appeared  both  to  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  and  myself  very  considerable  for  the  short  stay  of 
the  vessel  in  port,  and  the  charge  of  advanced  officers'  pay  unprece- 
dented ;  but  Captain  Barry  had  signed  the  original  account,  and  M. 
Moylan's  house  had  advanced  the  money,  and  offered  every  authentic 
voucher.  I  thought  myself  obliged  to  write  from  Brest,  requesting 
Dr.  Franklin  to  order  payment  after  necessary  security. 

I  found  myself  under  the  necessity  of  drawing,  under  the  authority 
of  Congress,  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  louis,  on  their  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  France.  Fifty  of  these  were  given 
to  Mr.  Jackson  on  his  departure  for  Holland.  On  my  arrival  at 
Boston  I  borrowed  on  my  private  credit  forty  guineas,  twenty-five 
of  which  have  been  paid  for  the  purchase  of  saddles,  and  the 
expense  of  the  journey,  including  that  of  an  express  with  the  des- 
patches from  France  for  the  French  Minister  and  army,  and  that  of 
an  escort  of  dragoons,  which  it  became  prudent  on  account  of  my 
papers  to  take  from  Dan  bury  to  a  place  a  few  miles  on  this  side  of 
the  North  river. 

I  had  recourse  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  for  horses,  he,  a 
particular  account  of  which  will  be  given  to  the  Board  of  War. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  veneration,  &z;c., 

JOHN  LAURENS. 


THE  COERESPONDENCE 


CHARLES  W.  F.  DUMAS, 


AGENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  IN  HOLLAND. 
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Charles  William  Frederick  Dumas  was  a  native  of  Switzerland,  but  he  passed 
a  large  portion  of  bis  life  in  Holland,  cbiefly  employed  as  a  man  of  letters.  He 
was  a  person  of  deep  learning,  versed  in  the  ancient  classics,  and  skilled  in  several 
modern  languages,  a  warm  friend  of  liberty,  and  an  early  defender  of  the  American 
cause.  About  the  year  1770,  or  a  little  later,  he  published  an  edition  of  Vattel, 
with  a  long  preface  and  notes,  which  were  marked  with  his  liberal  sentiments. 

When  Dr.  FrankUn  was  in  Holland  on  his  way  to  France,  a  short  time  before 
his  return  to  his  own  country,  at  the  beginning  of  the  R.evolution,  be  became 
acquainted  with  M.  Dumas.  Having  thus  witnessed  his  ability,  his  love  of  free- 
dom, and  his  zeal  in  favor  of  America,  he  considered  him  a  suitable  person  to  act 
as  agent  in  promoting  our  affairs  abroad.  When  the  Committee  of  Secret  Corre- 
/spondence  in  Congress  was  formed,  towards  the  close  of  the  year  1775,  of  which 
Dr.  Franklin  was  chairman,  it  was  resolved  to  employ  M.  Dumas  for  executing  the 
purposes  of  the  Committee  in  Holland.  A  letter  of  general  instructions  were 
accordingly  written  to  him  by  Dr.  Franklin  in  the  name  of  the  Committee,  and 
from  that  time  M.  Dumas  commenced  a  correspondence  with  Congress,  which 
continued  without  interruption  during  the  Revolution,  and  occasionally  to  a  much 
later  period.  He  acted  at  first  as  a  secret  agent,  and  after  John  Adams  went  to 
Holland  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  M.  Dumas  performed 
the  office  of  Secretary  and  translator  to  the  Minister.  On  the  departure  of  Mr. 
Adams  for  Paris,  to  engage  in  the  negociations  for  peace,  M.  Dumas  remained  in 
the  character  of  Charge  d'affaires  from  the  United  States.  In  this  capacity  he 
exchanged  with  the  Dutch  Government  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  which  had 
been  previously  negociated  by  Mr.  Adams. 

It  will  be  seen  by  M.  Dumas 's  correspondence,  that  his  services  were  unremitted, 
assiduous,  and  important,  and  performed  with  a  singular  devotedness  to  the  interests 
of  the  United  States,  and  with  a  warm  and  undeviating  attachment  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  for  which  they  were  contending.  Congress  seem  not  to  have  well 
understood  the  extent  or  merits  of  his  labors.  He  was  obliged  often  to  complain 
of  the  meagre  compensation  he  received,  and  of  the  extreme  difficulty  with  which 
he  and  his  small  family  contrived  to  subsist  on  it.  Both  Mr.  Adams  and  Dr. 
Franklin  recommended  him  to  Congress  as  worthy  of  better  returns,  but  with  little 
effect.  This  indifference  to  his  worth  and  his  services  while  living  renders  it  the 
more  just  that  his  memory  should  be  honored  with  the  respect  and  gratitude  of 
posterity. 

M.  Dumas  was  still  living  in  1794,  when  Mr.  John  duincy  Adams  went  to  Hol- 
land as  Minister  from  this  country,  but  he  died  soon  afterwards  at  an  advanced 
age. 
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B.   FRANKLI>f  TO  M.   DUMAS. 

Philadelphia,  December  IDth,  J775. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  several  favors  of  May  iSth,  June  30l1i,  and  July 
8th,  by  Messrs.  Vaillant  h  Pochard,  whom  if  I  could  serve  upon 
your  recommendation,  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure.  Their  total 
want  of  English  is  at  present  an  obstruction  to  their  getting  any 
employment  among  us ;  but  I  hope  they  will  soon  obtain  some 
knowledge  of  it.  This  is  a  good  country  for  artificers  or  farmers,  but 
gentlemen  of  mere  science  in  Les  Bellas  Lettres  cannot  so  easily 
subsist  here,  there  being  little  demand  for  their  assistance  among  an 
industrious  people,  who,  as  yet,  have  not  much  leisure  for  studies  of 
that  kind. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  the  kind  present  you  have  made  us  of  your 
edition  of  Vattel.  It  came  to  us  in  good  season,  when  the  circum- 
stances of  a  rising  State  make  it  necessary  frequently  to  consult  the 
law  of  nations.  Accordingly,  that  copy  which  I  kept  (after  deposit- 
ing one  in  our  own  public  library  here,  and  sending  the  other  to  the 
College  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  as  you  directed)  has  been  continually 
in  the  hands  of  the  members  of  our  Congress  now  sitting,  who  are 
much  pleased  with  your  notes  and  preface,  and  have  entertained  a 
high  and  just  esteem  for  their  author.  Your  manuscript  "  Idee  sur  le 
Gouverncment  et  la  RoyauU"  is  also  well  relished,  and  may,  in  time, 
have  its  effect.  I  thank  you,  likewise,  for  the  other  smaller  pieces 
which  accompanied  Vattel.  "Le  court  Expose  de  ce  qui  est  passe 
enire  la  Cour  Britanique  et  les  Colonies,^'  &fC.,  being  a  very  concise 
and  clear  statement  of  facts,  will  be  reprinted  here  for  the  use  of  our 
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new  friends  in  Canada.  The  translations  of  the  proceedings  of  our 
Congress  are  very  acceptable.  I  send  you  herewith  what  of  them 
has  been  farther  published  here,  together  with  a  few  newspapers, 
containing  accounts  of  some  of  the  successes  Providence  has  favored 
us  with. 

•  We  are  threatened  from  England  with  a  very  powerful  force  to 
come  next  year  against  us.  We  are  making  all  the  provision  in  our 
power  here  to  prevent  that  force,  and  we  hope  we  shall  be  able  to 
defend  ourselves.  But  as  the  events  of  war  are  always  uncertain, 
possibly,  after  another  campaign  we  may  find  it  necessary  to  ask  aid 
of  some  foreign  Power.  It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  learn  from  you 
that  "  all  Europe  wishes  us  the  best  success  in  the  maintenance  of 
our  liberty."  But  we  wish  to  know  whether  any  one  of  them,  from 
principles  of  humanity,  is  disposed  magnanimously  to  step  in  for  the 
relief  of  an  oppressed  people,  or  whether  if,  as  it  seems  likely  to 
happen,  we  should  be  obliged  to  break  off  all  connexion  with 
Britain,  and  declare  ourselves  an  independent  people,  there  is  any 
State  or  Power  in  Europe  who  would  be  willing  to  enter  into  an 
alliance  with  us  for  the  benefit  of  our  commerce,  which  amounted, 
before  the  war,  to  near  seven  millions  sterling  per  annum,  and  must 
continually  increase,  as  our  people  increase  most  rapidly.  Con- 
fiding, my  dear  friend,  in  your  good  will  to  us  and  our  cause,  and  in 
your  sagacity  and  abilities  for  business,  the  Committee  of  Congress 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  conducting  a  corre- 
spondence with  our  friends  in  Europe,  of  which  Committee  I  have 
the  honor  to  be  a  member,  have  directed  me  to  request  of  you  that, 
as  you  are  situated  at  the  Hague,  where  Ambassadors  from  all  the 
Courts  reside,  you  would  make  use  of  the  opportunity  which  that 
situation  affords  you  of  discovering,  if  possible,  the  disposition  of  the 
several  Courts  with  respect  to  such  assistance  or  alliance,  if  we 
should  apply  for  the  one  or  propose  for  the  other.  As  it  may  possi- 
bly be  necessary,  in  particular  instances,  that  you  should,  for  this 
purpose,  confer  directly  with  some  great  Ministers,  and  show  them 
this  letter  as  your  credential,  we  only  recommend  it  to  your  discre- 
tion that  you  proceed  therein  with  such  caution  as  to  keep  the  same 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  English  Ambassador,  and  prevent  any 
public  appearance,  at  present,  of  your  being  employed  in  any  such 
business,  as  thereby,  we  imagine,  many  inconveniences  may  be 
avoided,  and  your  means  of  rendering  us  service  increased. 
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That  you  may  be  better  able  to  answer  some  questions  which  will 
probably  be  put  to  you  concerning  our  present  situation,  we  inform 
you  that  the  whole  continent  is  very  firmly  united,  the  party  for  the 
measures  of  the  British  Ministry  being  very  small,  and  much  dis- 
persed ;  that  we  have  had  on  foot  the  last  campaign  an  army  of  near 
twenty-five  thousand  men,  wherewith  we  have  been  able,  not  only 
to  block  up  the  King's  army  in  Boston,  but  to  spare  considerable 
detachments  for  the  invasion  of  Canada,  where  we  have  met  with 
great  success,  as  the  printed  papers  sent  herewith  will  inform  you, 
and  have  now  reason  to  expect  that  whole  Province  may  be  soon  in 
our  possession  ;  that  we  purpose  greatly  to  increase  our  force  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  thereby  we  hope,  with  the  assistance  of  well-disci- 
plined militia,  to  be  able  to  defend  our  coast,  notwithstanding  its 
great  extent ;  that  we  have  already  a  small  squadron  of  armed 
vessels  to  protect  our  coasting  trade,  which  have  had  some  success 
in  taking  several  of  the  enemy's  cruisers  and  some  of  their  transport 
vessels  and  store-ships.  This  little  naval  force  we  are  about  to 
augment,  and  expect  it  may  be  more  considerable  in  the  next 
summer. 

We  have  hitherto  applied  to  no  foreign  Power.  We  are  using  the 
utmost  industry  in  endeavoring  to  make  saltpetre,  and  with  daily 
increasing  success.  Our  artificers  are  also  every  where  busy  in 
fabricating  small-arms,  casting  cannon,  &;c.  Yet  both  arms  and 
ammunition  are  much  wanted.  Any  merchants  who  would  venture 
to  send  ships  laden  with  those  articles  might  make  great  profit ;  such 
is  the  demand  in  every  colony,  and  such  generous  prices  are,  and 
will  be,  given,  of  which,  and  of  the  manner  of  conducting  such  a 
voyage,  the  bearer,  Mr.  Story,  can  more  fully  inform  you.  And 
whoever  brings  in  those  articles  is  allowed  to  carry  off  the  value  in 
provisions  to  our  West  Indies,  where  they  will  fetch  a  very  high 
price,  the  general  exportation  from  North  America  being  stopped. 
This  you  will  see  more  particularly  in  a  printed  resolution  of  the 
Congress. 

We  are  in  great  want  of  good  engineers,  and  wish  you  could 
engage  and  send  us  two  able  ones  in  time  for  the  next  campaign, 
one  acquainted  with  field  service,  sieges,  8ic.,  and  the  other  with 
fortifying  sea-ports.  They  will,  if  well  recommended,  be  made  very 
welcome,  and  have  honorable  appointments,  besides  the  expenses  of 
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iheir  voyage  hither,  in  which  Mr.  Story  can  also  advise  them.  As 
what  we  now  request  of  you,  besides  taking  up  your  time,  may  put 
you  to  some  expense,  we  send  you,  for  the  present,  enclosed  a  bill 
for  one  hundred  pounds  sterling  to  defray  such  expenses,  and  desire 
you  to  be  assured  that  your  services  will  be  considered  and  honorably 
rewarded  by  the  Congress. 

We  desire  also  that  you  would  take  the  trouble  of  receiving  from 
Arthur  Lee,  agent  for  the  Congress  in  England,  such  letters  as  may 
be  sent  by  him  to  your  care,  and  of  forwarding  them  to  us  with  your 
despatches.  When  you  have  occasion  to  write  to  him  to  inform  him 
of  any  thing  which  it  may  be  of  importance  that  our  friends  there 
should  be  acquainted  with,  please  to  send  your  letters  to  him  under 
cover,  directed  to  Mr.  Alderman  Lee,  merchant,  on  Tower  Hill, 
London,  and  do  not  send  it  by  post,  but  by  some  trusty  shipper,  or 
other  prudent  person,  who  will  deliver  it  with  his  own  hand.  And 
when  you  send  to  us,  if  you  have  not  a  direct  safe  opportunity,  we 
recommend  sending  by  way  of  St.  Eustatia,  to  the  care  of  Messrs. 
Robert  and  Cornelius  Stevens,  merchants  there,  who  will  forward 
your  despatches  to  me. 

With  sincere  and  great  esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  Stc, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


B.  FRANKLIN  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Philadelphia,  March  22d,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  to  you  lately  by  Mr.  Story,  and  since  by  another  convey- 
ance. This  line  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  Deane,  who  goes 
over  on  business  of  the  Congress,  and  with  whom  you  may  freely 
converse  on  the  affairs  committed  to  you  in  behalf  of  that  body.  I 
recommend  him  warmly  to  your  civilities.  Messrs.  Vaillant  k, 
Pochard  continue  close  at  their  new  business,  and  are  already  able 
to  subsist  by  it ;  as  they  grow  more  expert,  they  will  be  able  to 
make  more  money. 

Mr.  Deane  will  inform  you  of  every  thing  here,  and  I  need  not 
add  more  than  that  I  am,  with  esteem  and  respect,  &;c., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
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TO  B.  FRANKLIN,   CHAIRMAN  OF  THE   COMMITTEE   OF   SECRET  CORRE- 
SPONDENCE. 

Utrecht,  April  30th,  1776. 
Sir, 

I  received  on  the  6tli  instant,  at  the  Hague,  from  Mr.  Thomas 
Story,  the  despatches  of  the  19th  December,  1775,  of  which  he  was 
the  bearer. 

I  am  deeply  penetrated  by  the  honor  done  me,  and  the  confidence 
reposed  in  me  by  the  committee  appointed  by  the  General  Congress 
to  maintain  the  correspondence  between  the  American  United  Prov- 
inces and  Europe,  and  of  which  you,  sir,  are  one  of  the  worthy 
members.  I  shall  die  content  if  the  remainder  of  my  life  can  be 
devoted  to  the  service  of  so  glorious  and  just  a  cause.  I  accept, 
therefore,  joyfully  the  commission  you  have  bestowed,  and  whatever 
you  may  think  fit  to  give  me  in  future,  and  I  promise  a  hearty  good 
will  and  an  untiring  zeal.  I  hope  my  ability  will  justify  the  favor- 
able opinion  you  entertain  of  me.  This  promise  on  my  part  is  in 
fact  an  oath  of  allegiance,  which  I  s{)ontaneously  take  to  Congress  ; 
receive  it  as  such. 

When  I  remarked,  in  my  last  letter  to  you,  "  that  all  Europe 
wishes  you  the  most  happy  issue  in  your  defence  of  your  liberty," 
I  meant  the  unprejudiced,  equitable,  humane  European  public  ;  in 
a  word,  the  citizens  of  universal  society,  men  in  general.  You  must 
except  from  this  number  the  holders  of  English  funds,  and  those 
Courts  of  Europe  who  have  an  understanding  with  England  ;  these, 
far  from  assisting  you,  will  sacrifice  you  to  their  interests  or  their 
fears.  The  allies  which,  under  such  circumstances,  are  suitable  for 
you,  are  France  and  Spain  ;  for  it  is  their  interest  that  you  should  be 
free  and  independent  of  England,  whose  enormous  maritime  power 
fills  them  with  apprehensions.  I  have,  therefore,  opened  myself 
to  the  French  Minister,  and  a  copy  and  translation  of  your  requests 
and  letters  of  credence  to  me  have  been  for  a  fortnight  in  his 
hands.  In  the  conversation  I  had  with  this  Minister,  I  observed  that 
the  wishes  of  his  nation  are  for  you.  He  said  that  there  was  one 
difficulty  in  affording  aid  to  the  Colonies ;  if  they  should  be  recon- 
ciled with  England  they  would  assist  her  against  the  Power  which 
had  aided  them,  and  would  imitate  the  dog  in  the  fable.  I  had  no 
reply  to  make  to  this,  except  that  in  this  case  reasonable  beings  were 
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concerned,  that  if  they  saw  the  object  was  not  to  deprive  them  of  the 
liberty  for  which  they  were  contending,  but  to  assure  it  to  them, 
they  would  not  be  so  ungrateful  as  to  join  against  their  benefactors 
those  who  wished  to  destroy  that  liberty.  Finally,  he  desired  to 
know  from  me  positively  what  I  would  ask  for  the  Colonies  of  his 
Court.  I  answered  that  you  wished  to  be  informed,  1.  If  the  King 
of  France  would,  from  motives  of  humanity  and  magnanimity, 
interpose  his  mediation  on  behalf  of  an  oppressed  people,  and  effect 
a  reconciliation  which  should  preserve  to  them  all  the  liberties  they 
formerly  enjoyed  ?  2.  In  case  such  a  reconciliation  could  not  be 
effected,  would  the  nations,  subjects  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  be 
willing  to  accede  to  an  alliance  with  the  Colonies,  with  the  advan- 
tages of  an  immense  commerce  ?  He  was  pleased  with  the  former 
proposition,  to  offer  to  his  young  King  the  glory  of  conferring  peace 
on  the  subjects  of  others  as  well  as  on  his  own.  The  other  proposi- 
tion is  not  disagreeable  to  him,  were  it  not  for  the  dreadful  war 
which  would  ensue  in  Europe.  I  then  delivered  to  him,  together 
with  your  letter,  a  memorial  showing  how  important  it  was  for 
France  not  to  allow  the  subjugation  of  the  Colonies.  The  whole  was 
sent  to  his  Court  about  a  fortnight  since,  and  if  the  answer  should  be 
delayed,  it  will  be  of  no  disadvantage.  Meanwhile,  we  have  gained 
this  advantage,  that  an  opening  is  made  which  must  dispose  France 
in  your  favor,  and  engage  her  to  tolerate  and  secretly  to  encourage 
even  any  assistance  your  vessels  can  derive  from  France,  Spain,  and 
the  Indies.  I  have,  therefore,  in  the  extract,  copied  exactly  what 
you  pointed  out  to  me  as  the  most  necessary,  as  engineers,  arms, 
munitions,  he. 

I  have  done  all  this  with  the  most  profound  secrecy.  The  person 
of  whom  I  have  spoken  to  you  required  it  of  me.  and  promised  it  in 
return,  so  that  no  one  in  this  country  excepting  him  and  me  knows 
anything  of  it.  It  is  more  advantageous  to  you  and  safer  for  me  that 
I  should  not  be  known  as  your  agent. 

Mr.  Story,  not  daring  to  take  two  letters  with  him  to  England,  one 
for  Arthur  Lee,  the  other  for  Mrs.  Hannah  Philippa  Lee,  left  them 
in  safe  keeping  with  me,  and  he  did  well.  I  learn  by  two  letters 
which  1  have  received  from  Mr.  A.  Lee,  of  the  20th  and  23d  of 
April,  that,  on  Mr.  Story's  landing  in  England,  they  took  from  him 
a  letter  which  I  had  sent  by  him  for  Mr.  Lee ;  fortunately  it  was  not 
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signed  with  any  true  name,  and  could  give  no  information  to  your 
adversaries.  They  have,  therefore,  committed  this  additional  violence 
to  no  purpose.  I  have  sent  those  letters  to  a  friend  at  Rotterdam, 
according  to  the  request  of  Mr.  Lee,  and  that  friend  informs  me, 
under  date  of  May  3d,  that  he  has  forwarded  the  packet  by  a  captain 
of  a  sloop,  one  of  his  old  friends,  who  promised  him  to  deliver  them 
himself  to  the  address  which  I  put  upon  them  by  Mr.  Lee's  direc- 
tions. The  sudden  departure  of  the  vessels  will  prevent  me  from 
informing  you  whetlier  they  have  been  safely  delivered.  I  shall  do 
it  by  some  future  opportunity.  I  joined  to  the  packet  a  cypher  for 
Mr.  Lee,  like  that  I  sent  to  you,  but  grounded  on  different  words, 
so  that  we  shall  be  able  to  communicate  with  each  other  in  perfect 
safety.  I  informed  him,  also,  that  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  you 
frequently,  so  that  he  can  send  his  letters  through  me,  if  he  has  no 
better  way. 

I  know  an  engineer,  over  thirty  years  of  age,  able,  experienced, 
and  very  well  qualified,  not  only  in  his  branch,  but  in  the  whole  art 
of  war;  in  a  word,  a  fine  officer,  but  very  inadequately  rewarded. 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  speak  with  him  for  several  weeks,  when  I  will 
propose  to  him  the  service  of  the  Colonies.  But  as  he  is  a  widower, 
without  means,  and  has  several  children,  it  will  probably  be  neces- 
sary, if  he  accepts,  to  make  him  some  advances  to  enable  hirn  to  go 
over.  I  will  give  you  an  account  in  due  time  of  the  conversation  I 
shall  have  with  him. 

I  have  endorsed  to-day  your  bill  of  exchange  of  £100  sterling 
to  the  order  of  M.  Rey,  bookseller  at  Amsterdam.  Good  reasons 
prevented  me  from  doing  it  sooner,  and  at  any  other  place  than 
Amsterdam.  May  the  conscientious  use  which  I  shall  make  of  this 
fund  entirely  satisfy  your  wishes,  and  the  confidence  with  which  you 
have  honored  me.  I  am  persuaded  o(  the  generosity  of  Congress, 
and  I  pray  Heaven  that  I  may  deserve  by  my  services  to  be  the 
object  of  it,  when  God  shall  have  blessed  their  labors  for  the  welfare 
and  prosperity  of  the  Colonies,  either  by  a  firm  and  sincere  recon- 
ciliation, or  by  the  success  of  your  righteous  and  just  arms.  In 
reality,  I  hope  much  more  than  I  fear  on  this  point.  The  wisdom 
of  Congress,  so  constantly  manifested,  the  perfect  union  and  harmony 
which  prevail  there,  encourage  me  more  and  more.  By  this  rare, 
happy,  and  admirable  union,  much  more  surely  than  by  all  the 
Vol.  v.— 13 
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alliances  in  the  world,  you  are,  and  you  will  finally  be,  superior  to 
your  enemies,  however  formidable  they  may  appear.  Concordia  res 
parvcB  crescunt,  discordid  maximce  dilabuntur ;  may  this  great  truth, 
and  the  sublime  words  of  Themistocles  to  Eurybiades,  who  raised 
a  weapon  against  him  in  the  Council,  "  Strike,  but  hear,''  be  con- 
stantly present  to  your  minds  and  hearts,  as  well  as  to  those  of  your 
constituents.  What  power  will  then  be  able  to  withstand  yours  ? 
Ascribe  the  freedom  of  this  address  to  the  enthusiasm  with  which  I 
am  animated  for  your  union,  the  noblest  edifice  that  liberty  has  ever 
reared.     In  it  centres  all  that  the  political  world  contains  attractive 

for  me. 

I  thank  you,  sir,  for  your  fatherly  kindness  to  the  two  French 
gentlemen.  They  are  young,  and  ought  not  therefore  to  entertain 
even  the  idea  of  being  an  instant  a  burden  to  any  one,  and  a  useless 
load  to  society. 

I  am  very  glad  that  the  Statement  of  the  Points  in  Dispute 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  has  been  approved,  so  far 
as  to  cause  it  to  be  printed  for  the  instruction  of  your  friends,  the 
Canadians.  This  is  the  only  eflfect  of  that  paper,  for  the  printer  not 
having  sold  enough  of  his  journals  to  be  at  any  other  expense  than 
•the  impression,  has  ceased  to  pay  the  author  of  those  pieces.  I  have 
obtained  his  address  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  him  to  assist  me  in 
refuting  the  Jew,  Pinto,  whose  venal  pen  has  been  employed  in  the 
most  insolevit  manner  against  the  Americans.  A  certain  person, 
whom  you  know,  regrets  having  allowed  himself  to  be  dazzled  by  his 
financial  system,  so  far  as  to  approve  it  without  reserve  in  a  letter 
or  advertisement  at  the  head  of  the  treatise  on  "  Circulation  ;"  for 
although  there  are  some  good  things  in  it  here  and  there,  yet  that 
person  has  long  since  been  enlightened  in  regard  to  many  false  bril- 
liants which  the  Jew  passed  off  for  genuine. 

As  for  the  Idea  on  Government  and  Royalty,  I  learn  with  pleasure 
that  it  has  been  agreeable,  and  that  the  time  will  perhaps  come 
when  it  will  receive  more  attention.  This  idea  renders  me  more 
happy  and  proud  than  if  I  had  written  the  Iliad ;  for  I  think  with 
Phaedrus,  nisi  utile  est  quod  facimus,  stulta  est  gloria.  It  is  a  seed 
which  I  thought  myself  bound  to  sow  in  your  country,  the  only  place 
in  the  known  world  where  it  could  spring  up.  I  consider  that  idea 
more  and  more  practicable  and  true,  and  of  all  political  systems  the 
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most  completely  proof  against  all  objections.  It  requires  only  to  be 
developed.  God  grant  that  we  may  soon  be  able  to  do  it  in  peace 
and  at  leisure.  I  shall  then  beg  you,  sir,  with  the  estimable  and 
learned  author  of  the  Pennsylvania  Farmer,  to  correspond  with  me 
on  this  subject,  and  to  prove  it,  if  not  to  our  contemporaries,  at  least 
to  posterity. 

I  thank  you,  sir,  for  the  Journal  of  Congress  from  the  10th  of 
May  to  the  1st  of  August,  1775,  which  you  have  had  the  kindness 
to  send  me  ;  be  good  enough  to  complete  it  by  sending  what  precedes 
and  follows,  for  we  have  here  nothing  authentic  relating  to  your 
afFairs.  All  that  we  know  of  you  we  get  from  the  gazettes,  imper- 
fectly, by  scraps,  in  a  vague  and  uncertain  manner,  a  mixture  of 
truth  and  falsehood. 

May  9th.  I  have  just  received  the  following  letter  without  signa- 
ture : 

"  You  will  perhaps  be  tempted  to  come  to  the  fair  at  the  Hague. 
I  shall  have  the  honor  to  renew  the  expressions  of  my  sincere 
esteem.  I  shall  be  at  your  orders  every  day  at  noon  or  sooner,  if 
you  will  write  me  from  your  lodgings  to  let  me  know  what  hour  will 
be  most  convenient  for  you.  We  shall  be  able  to  moralise  some 
moments  upon  subjects  which  we  have  already  discussed.  I  have 
but  little  to  say  to  you,  which  I  shall  do  with  a  sincerity  and  candor 
which,  I  trust,  you  will  approve." 

I  shall  make  this  visit  Saturday  night,  so  as  to  return  here  Sunday 
night  or  Monday,  not  being  able  to  do  it  otherwise.  I  shall  send 
this  letter  to-day  to  Amsterdam,  as  they  tell  we  the  vessels  will  else 
sail  without  it.  I  shall,  therefore,  give  you  an  account  of  the  con- 
versation in  another  letter,  either  by  the  same  vessel  or  by  some 
other.  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  'eave  you  in  suspense  on  a  sub- 
ject so  interesting. 

Receive,  sir,  for  all  the  men>6ers  of  Congress  in  general,  and  for 
yourself,  Mr.  Dickinson,  and  Mr.  Jay  in  particular,  the  sincere 
assurances  of  my  profound  respect.  DUMAS.* 


*  M.  Dumas  commonJy  wrote  his  despatches  in  French,  but  sometimes  in 
English.  It  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to  designate  between  those  translated 
and  those  written  originally  in  English.  Although  he  wrote  the  language  with  a 
good  deal  of  accuracy,  yet  foreign  idioms  and  other  defects  will  occasionally  be 
perceived.  In  some  instances  the  editor  has  taken  the  liberty  to  make  free  correc- 
tions of  the  author's  style,  and  to  omit  a  good  deal  of  irrelevant  matter. 
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TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SECRET  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Utrecht,  May  14th,  1776. 
Gentlemen, 
I  wrote  the  9th  to  the  person  who  wrote  me  the  letter  of  the  6th, 
of  which  I  have  given  you  a  copy,  that  if  what  he  had  to  say  to  me 
was  pressing,  I  would  go  and  return  in  two  succeeding  nights,  to  be 
with  him  Sunday,  the  12th,  which  is  between  the  two ;  but  if  the 
interview  could  admit  a  week's  delay,  I  should  be  able  to  make  the 
journey  more  conveniently.  He  answered  the  next  day,  10th  of 
May,  as  follows : 

"  I  have  received,  sir,  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write. 
I  obey  instantly  the  order  you  have  given  to  answer  you  as  to  the 
day  when  I  shall  be  able  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  As 
what  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  saying  to  you  is  not  pressing,  you 
may  put  off  till  Saturday  next,  eight  days  hence,  that  is  to  say,  the 
18th  of  this  month,  the  visit  with  which  you  flatter  me.  Nay,  I 
take  the  liberty  to  anticipate  you  in  the  oflfer  of  expenses  in  all 
cases  where  your  good  offices  will  be  useful  to  me.  Flattered,  hon- 
ored as  I  am  with  the  acquaintance  I  have  made  with  you,  I  should 
be  very  sorry  to  be  a  burden  to  you,  and  to  abuse  your  kindness. 
"I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  at  your  command." 
Do  not  think,  gentlemen,  that  a  childish  vanity  leads  me  to  recite 
to  you  this  \etter,  and  to  take  to  myself  sincerely  the  compliments 
which  are  addressed  to  me. 

May  2lst.  I  am  at  length  returned  from  my  journey,  with  which 
I  have  been  much  satis&ed,  because  I  think  you  will  have  reason  to 
be  so.  After  we  had  convfirsed  some  time  on  the  great  and  very 
late  news  of  the  evacuation  of  Boston  by  your  enemies,  as  a  new 
mark  of  the  wisdom  of  your  operations,  our  friend  (whose  name  I 
have  promised  not  to  reveal)  said  the  King  of  England  does  not 
forget  himself,  nevertheless,  as  you  see ;  and  he  showed  me  in  a 
gazette  a  prohibitory  edict,  very  severe,  of  the  Empress  Queen  of 
Hungary  against  all  exportation  of  arms  and  munitions  from  her 
States  for  America.  I  had  already  seen  it,  and  I  told  him  so.  But 
what  you  do  not  know,  said  he,  is  that  the  King  has  demanded  this 
of  the  Empress  by  a  letter  written  with  his  own  hand.  I  gave  him 
to  understand  that  I  hoped  his  Court  would  not  be  so  partial.  You 
shall  know,  he  replied,  for  you  will  comprehend  it.     As  to  your  first 
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demand,  the  mediation  of  the  King  cannot  take  place  whilst  the 
Colonies  are  subjects  of  the  King  of  England,  who,  besides,  would 
not  accept  it.  As  to  your  second  demand,  the  King  is  a  true  knight, 
his  word  is  sacred.  He  has  given  it  to  the  English  to  live  in  peace 
with  them.  He  will  hold  to  it.  While  France  is  not  at  war  with 
the  English,  he  will  not  ally  himself  against  them  with  the  Colonies, 
and  will  not  furnish  aids  to  the  latter.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  for 
the  same  reason,  the  Americans  have  the  same  protection  and  liberty 
as  all  other  English  to  resort  to  France  to  export  thence  merchandise, 
arms,  and  munitions  of  war,  without,  however,  forming  magazines 
of  them  in  France,  which  is  not  permitted  by  any  nation.  Besides, 
added  he,  the  Colonies  have  no  need  that  either  France  or  Spain 
should  enter  into  this  war.  Commerce  alone  will  furnish  to  the 
Americans  all  that  they  want  to  defend  themselves. 

I  am  of  his  opinion.  I  think  even  that  it  will  be  more  advantageous 
to  you  and  to  France  also  that  she  should  not  be  hasty  to  declare 
openly  for  you.  Once  more,  gentlemen,  your  union,  your  constant 
love  of  liberty,  your  fortitude  in  turning  from  all  that  looks  like 
luxury,  and  in  despising  it,  your  hatred  of  tyranny  and  despotism, 
which  are  the  sad  fruits  of  luxury — in  fine,  all  your  republican 
virtues,  will  render  you  superior  to  your  enemies,  and  invincible 
even  without  allies.  These,  however,  will  not  be  wanting,  be 
assured  ;  for  it  cannot  be  thought  that  with  what  is  passing  in  your 
part  of  the  world  ours  can  long  remain  at  peace.  The  time  will 
come  when  your  friends  will  show  themselves,  and  when  your  alli- 
ance will  not  only  be  accepted  but  sought.  Mean  while  you  have 
struck  a  great  and  wise  blow  in  driving  your  enemies  from  Boston. 
They  publish  that  they  have  evacuated  the  place  with  profound 
political  motives ;  the  public  laughs  at  this  pretense. 

I  forgot  to  mention  to  you  that  the  person  in  question  offered 
to  reimburse  to  me  the  expenses  of  my  journey,  and  that  I  answered 
they  were  already  paid.  On  which  he  requested  me  to  tell  him  at 
least  in  what  he  could  do  me  a  favor.  I  answered  that  he  was  doing 
rae  such  in  rendering  great  services  to  the  Americans.  Finally,  he 
desired  me  to  correspond  from  time  to  time  with  him.  I  engaged  to 
do  it,  and  shall  not  fail.  Thus  it  depends  only  on  you,  gentlemen, 
to  render  this  correspondence  more  and  more  interesting.  On  my 
part  I  will  be  vigilant  to  profit  by  all  events  that  can  make  any 
change  in  Europe.     Those  which  happen  in  America  will  require, 
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without  doubt,  that  you  give  me  frequently  new  instructions  and 
orders,  provided  always  with  letters  of  credence,  or  at  least  with  one 
that  will  serve  for  the  time,  as  you  judge  proper.  I  know  to  whom 
to  address  myself  to  ask  for  intelligence  at  the  Court  of  France,  and 
to  have  an  answer  in  a  few  days. 

June  6th. — Here  you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  London,  dated 
May  21st.  You  know  well  from  whom  it  is.*  I  have  sent  to  him 
under  the  envelope  the  two  letters  which  Mr.  Story  had  left  with  me, 
and  I  added  a  cypher,  which  he  has  already  used  with  success. 

"  Every  thing  is  safe.  I  shall  write  you  fully  next  week  by  our 
friend  Story.  One  Hortalez  will  apply  to  you  on  business  that 
concerns  our  friends.  He  has  your  address.  Be  so  good  as  to 
assist  him."f 

I  expect  these  gentlemen  with  impatience,  and  shall  do  all  that 
depends  on  me  for  your  service  and  theirs. 

I  trust  you  will  always  answer  me  speedily,  and  inform  me  if  my 
letters  reach  you.  T  will  send  you  once  more  a  general  copy  of  my 
preceding  letters  to  supply  the  loss  of  one  or  both  in  case  the  vessels 
that  carry  them  are  lost  or  are  taken. 

When  I  promised  the  Minister  with  whom  I  had  an  interview  on 
your  affairs  not  to  name  him  to  you,  it  is  only  until  you  expressly 
require  that  I  make  him  known  to  you ;  for  in  that  case  you  may 
know  him  when  you  will. 

In  about  eight  days  I  shall  leave  Utrecht  for  a  country  house 
within  seven  leagues  of  the  Hague,  where  I  expect  to  pass  the 
summer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c.,  DUMAS. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SECRET  CORRESPONDENCE. 

August  10th,  1776. 
Gentlemen, 
Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  in  his  letter  of  the  11th  of  June,  observes  that 


*  The  person  here  referred  to  is  Arthur  Lee.  See  Arthur  Lee's  Correspondence. 
Vol.  I.,  p.  387. 

t  This  note  refers  to  Beaumarchais,  who  proposed  to  go  to  Holland  when  he 
saw  Mr.  Lee  in  London.  But  he  afterwards  altered  his  mind,  and  returned 
directly  to  Paris. 
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"  Mr.  Story  goes  from  hence  directly  to  America.  A  French  gentle- 
man named  Hortalez  having  something  to  negociate  for  the  Congress, 
I  have  given  him  your  address."  On  the  eve  of  my  departure  from 
Utrecht,  on  the  21st  of  June,  I  wrote  as  follows  to  the  person  whom 
you  know  :* 

"Sir, 

"  In  the  hope  that  you  have  consented  to  make  me  understand 
that  I  shall  be  one  day  useful  to  you,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  advise 
you  that  I  shall  depart  to-morrow  from  this  city  to  pass  the  summer 
at  a  country  house  half  way  from  here  to  .     I  shall 

receive  there  in  all  safety  your  orders  if  you  send  your  letters 
to,  he. 

•'  I  propose,  also,  to  pass  to  as  soon  as  I  can,  merely 

to  profit  by  the  permission  you  have  given  me  to  render  you  my 
services  from  time  to  time.  Without  having  any  new  plan  to 
propose,  the  work  already  marked  out  has  need  of  your  good  direc- 
tions, and  I  shall  be  very  sorry  to  fail  of  the  honor  of  an  interview 
with  you,  at  least  once  more  before  your  departure,  if  it  is  near." 

To  this  I  received  the  following  answer,  dated  June  23d : 

"Sir, 
"  I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  the 
21st  of  this  month.     You  flatter  me  with  the  hope  of  seeing  you 
at  ,  to  which  you  are  brought  near  by  the  residence 

you  intend  to  make  during  the  summer  at  a  country  house.  This 
proximity  will  afford  you  opportunity  to  make  journeys,  by  which  I 
shall  profit  with  much  pleasure.  I  am  sensible  of  the  esteem  which 
is  your  due,  and  of  the  advantage  of  meriting  the  friendship  of  an 
experienced  man  like  yourself,  uniting  literature  to  the  duties  of 
society.  I  shall  listen  to  you  always  with  an  eager  desire  of  profiting 
by  your  counsels,  and  this  on  all  subjects  that  have  engaged  your 
thoughts.  I  do  not  yet  know  the  time  that  I  shall  remain  at 
Perhaps  it  will  be  sufficiently  long  to  enjoy  oftener  the  honor  of 
receiving  you.  This  depends  on  the  orders  of  my  Court.  We  are 
in  the  least  active  or  most  dissipated  season.     Business  will  not 


*  Meaning  the  person  with  whom  he  had  the  interview  mentioned  in  the  preced- 
ing letter,  doubtless  the  French  Ambassador. 


200  CHARLES  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

flourish  much  till  the  fall  of  the  leaves,  or  even  not  get  warm  till  the 
return  of  snow.  I  speak  of  the  Old  World,  for  I  wish  not  to  extend 
the  picture  too  much. 

"  Have  you  any  news  of  the  Doctor  and  his  friends  ?  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  you  to  follow  my  instructions  in  this  respect.  I  will  bear 
willingly  the  charge  of  an  express,  whom  you  may  send  to  me  when 
you  shall  judge  proper ;  otherwise  write  uniformly  by  the  post. 
Should  I  be  on  a  journey,  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of 
my  residence  and  address.  I  do  not  know  how  to  express  to  you 
sufficiently,  sir,  the  desire  I  have  to  serve  you  and  to  deserve  a 
place  in  your  thoughts." 

About  fifteen  days  after,  I  replied  to  this  letter  as  follows : 

"  Sir, 

"  The  letter  with  which  you  honored  me,  dated  23d  of  June,  has 
given  me  the  assurance  which  was  needed  to  console  me  for  the 
disappointments  that  have  detained  me  here.  Perhaps  I  shall  be  at 
the  Hague  on  Sunday  morning.  Be  assured,  sir,  that  if  any  thing 
comes  to  my  knowledge  worthy  of  your  attention,  you  shall  be 
informed  of  it  immediately.  I  have  no  reason  to  expect  soon  to 
receive  news  directly.  I  have  written  two  letters  by  two  different 
vessels  that  have  sailed  from  Amsterdam  for  St.  Eustatia ;  and  I 
expect  when  another  vessel  departs  to  despatch  a  third.  Before  I 
have  an  answer  much  time  will  pass,  and  in  this  time  many  events. 
There  is,  however,  a  man  charged  with  some  commission  on  their 
part,  to  whom  they  have  given  my  address  at  Leyden ;  and  I  have 
received  two  letters  from  that  city,  the  one  of  the  21st  of  May,  the 
other  of  the  11th  of  June,  in  which  they  pray  me  to  render  him 
service.  This  is  all  that  I  know  of  him,  for  the  man  has  not  yet 
appeared. 

"  The  more  I  am  favored  with  your  letters,  sir,  the  more  I  wish 
to  deserve  your  good  opinion.  In  the  mean  time,  I  ought  to  be  on 
my  guard  against  too  much  presumption,  and  to  think  how  natural 
it  is  to  give  a  gracious  reception  to  the  servant  for  the  love  of  the 
master.  I  own  to  you,  sir,  that  in  giving  an  account  to  the  Doctor 
and  his  friends  of  our  correspondence,  I  have  thought  proper  to 
forewarn  them  thereon.  They  will  be  informed  of  the  obliging 
interest  with  which  you  ask  news  of  them.  I  hope  that  the  time  will 
come  when  you  will  be  able  to  permit  me  to  reveal  your  name. 
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"  After  having  thought  long  and  much,  it  seems  to  me,  that  in 
order  to  answer  completely  their  intention,  I  ought  to  present  myself 
also  to  tlie  Hotel  (VEspagne,  to  be  known  there  simply  as  charged 
with  such  a  commission,  to  open  to  myself  thereby  ways  of  serving 
my  constituents  on  diverse  occasions,  which  may  present  themselves 
at  one  moment  or  another,  and  not  incur  the  blame  which  may  be 
reflected  even  on  these  gentlemen  of  having  neglected  a  power  so 
worthy  of  their  efforts.  For  the  rest,  I  shall  not  do  or  say  any  thing 
in  this  respect  till  I  have  had  the  honor  of  seeing  you,  sir,  and  I 
pray  you  to  believe  that  I  shall  observe  scrupulously  the  conduct 
and  the  discretion  that  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  prescribe  to 
me." 

In  consequence,  I  have  again  conferred  with  this  gentleman.  He 
went  to  dine  at  that  same  house,  said  that  I  had  been  with  him,  and 
that  I  told  him  I  would  go  also  to  the  other  house  the  next  day  at 
eleven  o'clock.  I  went  in  fact,  and  was  received  Ute  a  tete  with 
great  ceremony  in  the  hall  of  audience.  I  opened  briefly  my 
business  and  drew  out  a  memoir  to  read  to  him.  He  told  me  that 
he  could  not  hear  me  without  the  order  of  his  master.  I  read, 
notwithstanding,  and  he  did  not  stop  his  ears.  I  prayed  him  to 
receive  and  keep  the  memoir.  He  refused,  alleging  continually  that 
he  could  do  nothing  without  orders.  I  drew  out  then  my  originals 
and  showed  him  my  three  signatures,  which  he  looked  at  eagerly. 
In  separating,  I  asked  him  to  keep  my  name  concealed  at 
He  said  to  me  that  he  would  keep  it  secret  every  where.  He  asked 
me,  however,  if  that  was  my  true  name.  I  assured  him  it  was ;  he 
paid  me  some  personal  compliments  and  we  parted.  I  learnt  on  the 
next  day  by  another  channel  that  he  had,  notwithstanding,  given  an 
account  to  his  master  of  this  visit ;  which  suffices  me,  for  I  have 
need,  as  you  know,  of  only  one  of  these  good  houses.  I  am  always 
very  politely  received,  and  as  a  friend.  This  is  all  that  I  ask.  I  do 
not  multiply  too  much  my  visits,  but  to  render  them  always  desirable, 
I  never  appear  there  without  having  something  interesting  to  say; 
and  to  this  end,  the  letters  of  my  worthy  correspondent  at  London 
are  very  useful  to  me.  This  last  has  addressed  to  me  lately  a  person 
whose  conversation,  joined  to  the  contents  of  the  letter  of  which  he 
was  bearer,  has  served  me  in  the  composition  of  a  memoir  which 
they  approve,  and  I  have  reason  to  think  they  have  sent. 

This  person  has  induced  me  to  write  a  letter  to  you,  dated  the 
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4th  of  August,  by  way  of  Bordeaux  to  St.  Domingo,  under  ar 
envelope  of  Mr.  Caton,  merchant  at  port  St.  Nicholas  in  that  island 
of  which  here  is  an  extract : 

"  A  gentleman  belonging  to  Jamaica,  a  particular  friend  of  Dr. 
Franklin,  and  very  well  known  to  him,  has  charged  me  to  write  to 
him,  to  assure  him  on  good  authority,  of  the  singular  esteem  that  he 
has  for  him  and  his  friends;  that  they  ought  to  think,  and  that  he 
prays  him  to  let  them  know  it,  that  the  present  voice  of  Parliament 
is  the  voice  of  the  English  people ;  that  there  exists,  and  gathers 
strength,  a  great  body,  which,  in  truth,  is  not  the  strongest,  but 
which  regards  the  cause  of  the  Americans  as  its  own,  their  safety 
and  liberty  as  its  own,  which  will  prefer  to  see  them  independent 
rather  than  subjugated,  and  which  will  make,  at  the  future  meeting 
of  Parliament,  the  greatest  efforts  in  their  favor ;  that  the  basis  of  this 
party  is  already  forty  Peers  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  members  of 
the  Commons." 

The  letter  which  this  gentleman  brought  me  began  thus :  "  This 
will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  Ellis,  a  friend  of  Dr.  Franklin,  of 
liberty,  and  of  America.  He  is  a  philosopher,  very  well  instructed 
on  the  subject  of  America,  and  I  trust  will  be  both  an  agreeable  and 
useful  acquaintance  while  he  remains  near  you."  This  assuring  me, 
I  discovered  to  him  that  I  was  the  man  whom  he  was  seeking, 
provided  with  credentials  and  orders  from  Congress  sufficient  to  do 
all  the  good  offices  that  his  friends  could  wish  to  render.  There- 
upon I  showed  him  my  credentials ;  he  was  satisfied  with  them,  and 
we  exchanged  addresses.  He  promised  to  write  me ;  and  we  sepa- 
rated satisfied  with  each  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c.,  DUMAS. 


ARTHUR  LEE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

London,  July  6th,  1776. 
Dear  Sir, 

This  will  be  delivered  you  by  Mr.  Ellis,  a  friend  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
of  liberty,  and  of  America.  He  is  a  philosopher,  very  well  instructed 
on  the  subject  of  America,  and  I  trust  will  be  both  an  agreeable  and 
useful  acquaintance  while  he  remains  near  you. 

I  thank  you  for  your  favor  of  the  21st  of  last  month.     By  the  last 
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advices  from  America,  General  Howe  was  prepared  to  sail  for 
Halifax,  and,  it  is  imagined,  to  land  at  New  York,  where  he  will 
certainly  be  strongly  opposed.  He  numbers  ten  thousand  regulars, 
and  it  will  be  fortunate  for  us  if  he  makes  his  attempt  before  he  is 
joined  by  the  Germans  who  sailed  the  6th  of  May. 

The  Americans  have  taken  post  upon  the  river  Richelieu  and  the 
lakes,  so  that  Montreal,  not  being  tenable,  is  evacuated.  General 
Lee  is  in  Virginia,  with  ten  thousand  men,  expecting  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis  and  General  Clinton.  General  Washington  commands  at  New 
York,  and  General  Ward  in  Boston. 

The  strange  timidity  de  la  Cour  Frangaise  requires  great  patience 
and  management ;  but  I  think  it  will  at  last  be  brought  to  act  an 
avowed  and  decided  part.  When  that  happens,  Angleterre  must 
submit  to  whatever  terms  they  please  to  impose,  for  she  is  totally 
incapable  of  sustaining  a  war  with  France. 

Adieu,  ARTHUR  LEE. 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Paris,  July  26th,  1776. 

Sir, 
The  enclosed  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin  will  hint  at  my  business  in 
this  city,  where  I  arrived  the  7th  instant,  and  should  have  sent 
forward  this  earlier,  had  I  not  had  hopes  of  having  the  honor  of 
presenting  it  to  you  in  person.  This  I  now  find  I  cannot  expect, 
without  delaying  it  beyond  all  bounds.  I  therefore  forward  it  by 
the  common  conveyance,  and  inform  you  that  my  address  in  this 
city  is  to  Messrs.  Germany,  Guardot  &;  Co.,  bankers ;  that  I  shall 
tarry  here  till  the  last  of  August,  when  I  propose  going  to  Dunkirk, 
thence  to  Amsterdam  and  Hamburg,  in  which  journey  I  hope  for  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you.  In  the  mean  time,  I  shall  be  happy  in  a 
correspondence  with  you  on  the  subject  of  the  dispute  between  the 
United  Colonies  and  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  that  shall  be  agree- 
able to  you ;  and  I  wish  to  be  informed  if  I  shall  be  in  danger  of 
any  disagreeable  treatment  in  my  journey  through  Holland,  in  a 
private  capacity,  though  it  should  be  known  that  I  was  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Colonies.     It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  I  might 
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meet  with  some  interruption  or  difficulties  from  the  friends  of  the 
British  Ministry,  which  occasions  my  making  this  inquiry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  SILAS  DEANE. 

P.  S.  f  read  and  understand  the  French  language  tolerably  well, 
though  I  am  unable  to  write  it. 


ARTHUR  LEE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

London,  August  13th,  1776. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  answered  your  last  letter  immediately.  I  now  enclose  you 
several  pamphlets,  which  contain  such  an  authentic  state  of  facts 
and  such  arguments  on  the  American  question  as  will  enable  its 
advocates  with  you  to  maintain  their  ground  against  the  pensioner  of 
this  Court.  I  beg  particularly  that  you  will  send  some  of  them  to 
the  gentleman  who  has  answered  Pinto,  the  pensioner  of  this  Court. 

The  pamphlet  entitled  the  Rights  of  Great  Britain,  k,c.,  is  full 
of  the  grossest  falsehoods.  A  very  material  one  is  exposed  by  the 
enclosed  extracts  from  the  acts  of  Parliament  granting  bounties  upon 
American  produce,  which  proves,  by  their  own  words,  that  those 
bounties  were  given  for  their  own  interests  only.  Yet  that  pamphlet 
has  given  a  long  list  of  the  amount  of  those  bounties,  and  charged  it 
to  the  Colonies.  The  fact  is,  as  Dr.  Smith,  a  Scotchman,  and  an 
enemy  to  American  rights,  has  stated  it  in  his  late  labored  and  long 
expected  book  on  the  Wealth  of  Nations.  "  Whatever  expense," 
says  he  "  Great  Britain  has  hitherto  laid  out  in  maintaining  this 
dependency,  has  really  been  laid  out  in  order  to  support  their  monop- 
oly." Speaking  of  the  debt  incurred  last  war,  he  says:  "This 
whole  expense  is,  in  reality,  a  bounty,  which  has  been  given  in 
order  to  support  a  monopoly.  The  pretended  purpose  of  it  was  to 
encourage  the  manufactures  and  to  increase  the  commerce  of  Great 
Britain."  The  operation  of  this  monopoly  against  the  Colony  he 
states  thus :  "  The  monopoly  of  the  Colony  trade,  therefore,  like  all 
the  other  mean  and  malignant  expedients  of.  the  mercantile  system, 
depresses  the  industry  of  all  other  countries,  but  chiefly  that  of  the 
Colonies.'^ 
When  you  write  to  the  Congress,  it  would  be  well,  I  think,  to 
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mention  that,  as  all  the  evils  have  been  produced  by  Scotch  counsel, 
and  those  people  prosecute  the  business  with  more  rancor  and  enmity, 
a  distinction  ought  to  be  made  between  the  treatment  of  them  and 
other  people  when  made  prisoners. 

We  expect  every  day  some  decisive  news  from  New  York.  The 
last  gazette  gives  us  no  reason  to  fear  any  thing  but  the  chance  of 
war,  against  which  no  prudence  can  provide.  We  have  certain 
intelligence  from  Canada  that  it  will  be  the  last  of  August  before  the 
boats  will  be  ready  upon  Lake  Champlain  for  the  Ministerial  army ; 
so  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  their  joining  Howe.  They  are 
putting  eleven  ships-of-the-line  in  commission  here,  which  is  kept 
very  secret,  or  it  would  shake  the  stocks  exceedingly. 

Adieu  ARTHUR  LEE. 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Paris,  August  18th,  1776. 
Sir, 
Your  favor  of  the  8th,  and  one  earlier,  but  without  a  date,  are 
before  me,  and  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  attention  paid  to 
mine,  and  mo^e  especially  for  the  good  opinion  you  entertain  of  my 
countrymen,  and  your  tenders  of  service.  The  business  before  me 
is  of  such  a  nature  that  I  must  be  detained  some  time  in  this  city. 
If  I  take  a  journey  to  Holland,  it  will  be  my  choice  to  make  it  as  a 
private  gentleman  ;  as  such  I  am  in  Paris,  and  that  character  I  shall 
keep,  unless  obliged  to  alter  it.  Parade  and  pomp  have  no  charms 
-in  the  eyes  of  a  patriot,  or  even  a  man  of  common  good  sense ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  I  can  never  submit  to  the  changing  of  my  name, 
unless  I  am  convinced  that  so  humiliating  a  step  will  promote  the 
service  of  my  country.  I  can  pass  unnoticed  under  that  name,  as 
veil  as  any  other,  whilst  I  conduct  in  every  other  step  as  a  private 
gentleman.  1  have  now  but  little  hopes  of  being  in  Holland  till 
October,  before  which  such  intelligence  may  arrive  from  America  as 
may  alter  my  present  designs. 

The  declaration  of  independency  made  by  the  United  Colonies  is 
announced  in  the  English  papers,  but  I  have  received  no  despatches 
on  the  event,  though  I  am  in  daily  exptectation  of  them.  You  ask 
me  two  questions  in  your  first  letter ;  to  the  former  I  answer  at  once 
affirmatively,  that  I  have  a  certain  prospect  of  succeeding  in  my 
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business ;  but,  as  to  the  latter  or  second  query,  I  cannot  so  readily 
reply,  for  I  know  not  how  far  the  knowledge  of  me  and  my  concerns 
may  have  extended.  I  am  here  as  a  private  merchant,  and  appear 
as  such,  whatever  suspicion  may  circulate.  As  such  I  can  travel,  I 
trust,  in  your  country,  which  I  most  ardently  wish  to  see,  and  the 
more  so  on  account  of  the  kind,  simple,  and  engaging  invitation  you 
have  given  me.  It  really  affected  me,  and  brought  instantaneously 
to  view  those  happy  and  peaceful  scenes  of  domestic  felicity  to 
which  I  am  at  present  a  stranger.  You  have  all  I  can  give  you,  a 
grateful  acknowledgment  of  your  kindness,  and  depend  that  I  will 
in  person  acknowledge  it  on  my  first  arrival  in  Holland. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  United  Provinces  of  Holland  to  be  neuter  to 
every  attention.  The  United  Colonies  only  wish  them  to  keep 
steady  to  their  only  true  system  of  policy  in  the  present  case  ;  and 
give  me  leave  to  say,  that  a  reflection  on  their  former  struggles  must 
show  them  in  what  point  of  light  the  Americans  are  to  be  considered. 
The  United  Colonies  ask  no  aid  or  alliances.  Let  Britain  court 
every,  even  the  most  petty  and  mercenary  Power  in  Europe,  the 
United  Colonies  only  ask  for  what  nature  surely  entitles  all  men  to, 
a  free  and  uninterrupted  commerce  and  exchange  of  the  superfluities 
of  one  country  for  those  of  another ;  and  the  first  Power  in  Europe, 
which  takes  advantage  of  the  present  favorable  occasion  must  exceed 
every  other  in  commerce. 

But  I  am  rambling.  I  pray  to  know  in  your  next  letter  what 
sums  are  due  to  Holland  from  the  Government  of  England.  Whether 
the  King  of  Prussia  is  wholly  inattentive  to  the  present  proceedings, 
and  on  which  side  his  wishes  are.  Omnia  tentanda.  I  really  hope 
to  be  at  the  Hague  in  October,  and  promise  myself  great  pleasure  in 
seeing  you  and  your  lady,  to  whom,  though  otherwise  unknown, 
since  you  have  introduced  me,  you  cannot  refuse  presenting  my  best 
respects. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem,  &tc.,  SILAS  DEANE. 


WILLIAM  LEE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

«•  London,  September  10th,  1776. 

The  27th  ultimo  and  the  7th  instant,  in  the  absence  of  my  brother, 
Arthur  Lee,  your  two  letters  for  him  came  safe  to  my  hands.     My 
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brother  is  now  on  the  continent,  and  perhaps  may  write  to  you  from 
where  he  is.  The  Declaration  of  Independence  on  the  part  of 
America,  has  totally  changed  the  nature  of  the  contest  between  that 
country  and  Great  Britain.  It  is  now  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  a 
scheme  of  conquest,  which  few  imagine  can  succeed.  Independence 
is  universally  adopted  by  every  individual  in  the  Thirteen  United 
States,  and  it  has  altered  the  face  of  things  here.  The  Tories,  and 
particularly  the  Scotch,  hang  their  heads  and  keep  a  profound 
silence  on  the  subject ;  the  Whigs  do  not  say  much,  but  rather  seem 
to  think  the  step  a  wise  one  on  the  part  of  America,  and  what  was 
an  inevitable  consequence  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  British 
Ministry.  In  short  every  one  wants  to  form  his  judgment  by  the 
event  of  the  present  campaign,  as  something  decisive  is  expected  to 
happen  from  the  arrangements  under  General  and  Lord  Howe,  and 
General  Carleton,  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  which  will  be 
the  24th  of  October. 

In  the  mean  time  every  effort  is  made  to  prevent  France  from 
taking  any  open  or  even  private  part  with  America,  for  which  pur- 
pose Mr.  Stanley,  Mr.  Jenkinson,  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
and  confidential  friend  of  Lord  Bute,  and  of  the  Solicitor-General, 
Mr.  Wedderburne,  have  been  at  Paris  some  time  to  aid  the  negocia- 
tions  of  the  British  Minister,  Lord  Stormont.  As  far  as  money  will 
answer  their  purpose  it  will  not  be  spared.  The  French  are  gener- 
ally acute  enough  in  observing  what  is  for  their  interest,  but  most 
people  here  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  plan  they  have  in  view,  as 
they  have  not  hitherto,  as  we  know  of,  taken  any  part  with  America. 

The  public  papers  will  tell  you  all  the  material  new?  we  have 
from  America,  but  in  general  it  is  supposed  the  Americans  will  stand 
greatly  in  want  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  artillery,  to  oppose  such  a 
force  as  is  sent  against  them,  and  it  is  evident  they  have  not 
experienced  officers  sufficient  to  manage  such  extensive  operations  as 
they  have  in  hand.  Should  you  have  occasion  to  write  to  me,  you 
may  address,  under  cover,  as  you  do  to  my  brother. 

I  am,  with  esteem,  sir,  &z,c.,  WILLIAM  LEE. 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 


Sir  Paris,  September  11th,  1776. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  29th  ultimo,  of 
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the  2d,  5th,  and  7th  of  this  month,  and  at  the  same  time  to  make 
my  excuses  for  not  answering  them  earlier ;  which  was  owing  to  my 
hurry  of  business,  in  part,  and  part  to  my  hopes  of  being  able  to 
send  you  something  agreeable  from  America,  when  I  should  next 
write  you.  Forgive,  therefore,  this  seeming  inattention,  and  accept 
ray  warmest  thanks  for  the  kind  sentiments  which  you  and  your 
good  lady  entertain  for  me  and  my  country.  The  cause  of  the 
Americans  is  the  cause  of  mankind  in  general,  and  naturally  interests 
the  generous  and  the  good  in  every  part  of  the  world. 

The  measures  you  took  before  my  arrival,  respecting  this  Court, 
were  perfectly  right,  and  you  may  rely  on  my  secrecy  as  to  your 
concerns.  Our  commerce  is  now  on  as  good  a  footing  in  this 
kingdom  and  in  Spain  as  the  commerce  of  any  other  nation ;  and  I 
trust  will  very  soon  have  an  important  preference.  When  I  said  in 
a  former  letter  we  wanted  only  a  friendly  intercourse  by  way  of 
commerce,  I  had  not  the  vanity  to  suppose  the  actual  assistance  of 
European  Powers  was  not  an  object  deserving  attention  ;  but  I  must 
say  seriously,  that  if  the  American  commerce  can  be  established 
with  the  trading  Powers  of  Europe,  and  if  those  Powers  of  Europe 
would  protect  that  commerce,  it  would  be  all  the  assistance  neces- 
sary; and  the  Colonies  by  land  v/ould  be  more  than  equal  to  any 
thing  Great  Britain  could  bring  against  them.  You  are  entirely  right 
in  saying  that  the  House  of  Bourbon  are  the  allies  we  should  first 
and  principally  court.  France  is  at  the  head  of  this  House,  and 
therefore  what  is  done  here  is  sure  to  be  done  by  the  whole.  This, 
therefore,  requires  my  whole  attention,  and  I  can  only  say  to  you 
my  prospects  are  nowise  discouraging. 

As  to  the  King  of  Prussia,  I  will  in  my  next  explain  more  fully 
my  meaning,  and  at  the  same  time  send  to  you  a  state  of  the  United 
Colonies,  of  their  commerce,  of  their  present  contest,  with  some 
thoughts  or  observations  on  the  manner  in  which  Europe  must  be 
affected,  and  what  part  they  ought  to  take  in  the  present  important 
crisis.  My  name  and  business  have  long  since  been  known  to  the 
British  Ambassador  here,  and  to  the  Court  of  London  ;  and  they 
have  remonstrated,  but  finding  remonstrances  to  no  purpose,  they 
have  wisely  determined  to  take  no  notice  of  me,  as  I  do  not  appear 
as  yet  in  a  public  character. 

Let  me  ask  of  you  if  a  workman  skillful  in  the  founding  of  brass 
and  iron  cannon  can  be  engaged  in  Holland  to  go  to  America  ?   Also, 
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if  I  can  engage  two  or  three  persons  of  approved  skill  in  lead  mines 
to  go  to  America  on  good  engagement  ?  Your  answer  will  oblige 
me,  and  by  the  next  post  I  will  write  you  more  particularly.  The 
British  arms  will  not,  probably,  effect  anything  in  America  this 
season,  as  they  had  not  begun  to  act  the  8th  of  August,  and  that 
brings  winter  to  the  very  door,  as  I  may  say,  and  an  indecisive 
campaign  must  prove  to  Great  Britain  a  fatal  one. 

I  am,  he,  SILAS  DEANE. 


ARTHUR  LEE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

London,  September  23d,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

My  absence  from  town  till  now  prevented  my  answering  your  two 
last  favors  of  September  3d. 

By  our  latest  and  best  accounts  from  America,  the  die  is  now 
cast,  and  we  may  every  day  expect  to  hear  of  a  decisive  action  at 
New  York ;  decisive  I  mean  as  to  the  fate  of  General  Howe  and 
New  York,  but  not  of  America,  which  depends  very  little  upon  the 
event  of  New  York  being  taken  or  saved. 

There  is  a  public  torpor  here,  which,  without  being  superstitious, 
one  may  regard  as  a  visitation  from  Heaven.  The  people  in  general 
think  the  Declaration  of  Independence  as  a  thing  of  course,  and  do 
not  seem  to  feel  themselves  at  all  interested  in  the  vast  consequences 
which  that  event  must  inevitably  draw  after  it.  The  Ministry  have, 
by  certain  manoeuvres,  contrived  to  keep  up  the  demand  for,  and 
price  of  manufactures  ;  and  while  trade  and  manufactures  apparently 
prosper,  the  people  are  so  deaf  that  wisdom  may  cry  out  in  the 
streets  and  not  be  heard.  But  the  course  of  the  seasons  is  not  more 
fixed  than  it  is  certain  that  these  ministerial  arts  must  be  temporary 
in  their  operation  and  fatal  in  their  issue ;  because,  the  more  men  are 
flattered  the  more  desperate  they  are  when  the  calamity  comes  upon 
them.  Already  the  West  India  Islands  begin  to  cry  out,  as  you  will 
have  seen  in  the  address  from  the  Island  of  Barbadoes.  The  great 
number  of  captures  lately  made  of  West  India  ships  by  the  Americans 
have  already  had  very  visible  effects  upon  the  Royal  Exchange. 
Holland,  taking  the  alarm  which  the  least  movement  on  the  part  of 
Vol.  v.— 14 
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France  would  produce,  must  shake  our  stocks  to  the  foundation,  and 
give  an  equal  shock  to  a  deluded  Prince  and  a  deluded  people. 

The  characters  you  desire  me  to  touch  upon  are  such  as  seldom 
occur  in  the  same  period.  Lord  Sandwich  has  been  noted  through 
a  long  life  for  everything  in  word  and  deed  directly  opposite  to 
honesty  and  virtue.  With  moderate  abilities,  and  little  real  appli- 
cation, he  maintains  an  appearance  of  both  by  impositions  and 
professions  which,  at  a  time  so  averse  to  inquiry  as  the  present,  pass 
for  facts.  Lord  George  Germain,  though  cradled  in  England,  has 
all  the  principles  of  a  Scotchman  ;  subtle,  proud,  tyrannical,  and 
false.  In  consequence  of  his  patronising  the  Scots,  they  have  always 
been  his  panegyrists  and  his  advocates,  and  as  they  are  a  people 
indefatigable  in  all  interested  pursuits,  they  have  procured  him  a 
character  for  ability  which  he  very  little  deserves.  Dissimulation 
and  craft  in  worldly  occurrences  too  often  pass  for  real  wisdom  ;  and 
in  that  sense  Lord  George  is  a  wise  man.  Such  a  man  could  not 
long  pass  unnoticed  and  unpatronised  by  a  Court  which  searches 
with  Lyncean  eyes  for  the  basest  hearts,  and  is  actuated  by  Scotch 
principles  and  Scotch  counsels.  Lord  Suffolk  is  a  peer  of  sullen 
pride  and  arbitrary  principles.  He  listed  in  the  public  cause  with 
Mr.  Wedderburne,  under  the  banner  of  George  Grenville  ;  and  while 
his  life  gave  the  hope  of  success  in  getting  preferment,  they  were  the 
loudest  in  opposition;  but  immediately  upon  his  death  they  made 
their  terms,  and  have  been  ever  since  the  most  devoted  tools  of  the 
Court.  Lord  Suffolk  recommends  himself  very  much  to  the  King 
by  an  indefatigable  attention  to  the  little  detail  business  of  his 
department,  and  an  obsequiousness  that  knows  no  bounds.  Lord 
Rochford  is  by  birth  a  Tory,  and  is  linked  with  Lord  IMansfield  ;  but 
his  fears  have  made  him  withdraw  himself  upon  an  ample  pension, 
for  he  is  persuaded  that  France  will  soon  strike  a  blow  which  will 
endanger  the  heads  of  those  who  conduct  these  measures. 

I  have  been  apprized  by  Hortalez  that  the  business  for  which  I 
recommended  him  to  you  is  to  be  transacted  through  France,  which 
is  the  reason  of  your  not  seeing  him. 

I  do  not  conceive  you  need  be  under  any  alarm  about  intercepted 
letters,  as  the  Ministry  have  too  much  upon  their  thoughts,  and  too 
many  more  immediately  dangerous  and  known  opponents  at  home, 
to  suffer  them  to  look  abroad  for  victims.  Their  success  must  be 
certain  and  decisive  before  they  will  venture  to  attack  the  friends  of 
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America  in  Europe,  and  provoke  retaliation.  I  flatter  myself  with 
being  as  much  within  the  eye  of  their  enmity  as  any  man  can  be ; 
but  I  think  that  the  enmity  of  bad  men  is  the  most  desirable  testi- 
mony of  virtuous  merit. 

Adieu,  ARTHUR  LEE. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SECRET  CORRESPONDENCE. 

September  SOtli,  1776. 
Gentlemen, 

After  having  sent  to  your  correspondent  at  St.  Eustatia,  whose 
address  you  gave  me  in  your  letter  of  the  12th  of  December,  1775, 
my  third  letter,  of  which  you  have  here  annexed  a  large  extract,  I 
commence  my  fourth  despatch. 

M.  Hortalez,  of  whom  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  spoke  in  two  of  his  letters, 
has  not  yet  appeared ;  nor  have  I  received  the  letter  that  you  say 
you  have  written  to  me  between  that  of  the  12th  of  December,  1775, 
and  that  of  the  2d  of  March,  1776.  The  non-appearance  of  this 
gentleman,  and  of  the  letter  here  referred  to,  disquiets  me  somewhat, 
not  only  because  all  that  comes  to  me  from  you  gentlemen,  and  from 
your  friends,  is  dear  and  precious  to  me,  but  also  and  above  all 
because  I  fear  that  the  service  of  the  general  Congress  may  suffer 
by  it. 

The  bearer  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  of  March  (Silas  Deane)  arrived 
at  Paris  the  7th  of  July,  whence  he  sent  it  to  me  with  one  of  his 
own,  dated  the  28th.  I  have  another  from  him  of  the  18th  of 
August,  in  which  he  remarks  to  me,  "  that  he  has  a  certain  prospect 
of  succeeding  in  his  business."     He  proposes  also  to  visit  Holland. 

I  have  before  told  you  that  the  letters  I  received  had  contributed 
much  to  render  my  visits,  my  letters,  and  memoirs  agreeable  in  a 
certain  quarter.  This  will  be  seen  from  the  following  note,  which  I 
received  a  short  time  since,  dated  August  26th.  After  having 
spoken  to  me  of  a  service  which  he  had  consented  to  render  me  in 
his  country,  where  I  had  some  affairs  to  settle,  and  which  we  had 
agreed  upon  as  a  pretext  to  mark  our  interviews,  the  writer  thus 
proceeds : 

"  Madame  has  taken  the  trouble  to  send  me  your  letters. 
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and  1  beg  you  to  send  me  by  her  all  interesting  particulars,  including 
the  narration  of  the  person  whom  you  expect,  (Silas  Deane.)  I 
pray  you  to  send  me  all  that  you  have  received  since  your  last  letter. 
I  receive  packets  from  all  quarters— it  pertains  to  my  office.  So  I 
shall  receive  with  gratitude  whatever  you  may  have  the  goodness  to 
send  me." 

I  have  sent  to  him  open,  with  a  flying  seal,  the  letter  that  I  wrote 
you  by  St.  Domingo.  We  agreed  on  this  verbally,  and  he  promised 
me  to  send  it  to  Bordeaux,  well  recommended.  I  have  cause  to 
think  that  this  letter  has  been  forwarded  and  pleased  certain  persons, 
on  whose  account  I  had  expressed,  at  the  close  of  the  letter,  that 
when  by  legislation  and  a  wise  constitution  you  shall  have  crowned 
the  work  of  your  liberty,  I  shall  die  content  with  having  seen  a 
great  King  and  a  great  Republic  sincerely  wish  the  good  of  the 
people. 

1  received  some  days  ago  another  letter  from  Mr.  Deane,  dated  at 
Paris,  14th  of  September.  All  the  letters  that  I  have  received  from 
him,  as  well  from  you,  are  precious  to  me,  and  this  one  doubly  so, 
since  besides  the  kind  expressions  with  which  it  is  filled,  my  zeal  for 
your  cause  is  recompensed  by  the  testimony  that  I  have  well  served 
it. 

If  I  continue  not  to  sign   my   name,*  it   is  not  from  fear,   but 
because  I  think  your  service  requires  that  I  remain  yet  some  time 
unknown,  at  least  until  Mr.  Deane  arrives  here,  for  then  I  shall  be 
known  every  where  for  the  most  zealous  American  in  all  the  Repub- 
lic, and  it  will  be  my  pride.     All  that  can  come  of  it  will  be  the 
loss  of  my  present  post ;  but  in  this  case  I  am  sure  that  Congress 
will  indemnify  me  by  a  subsistence  suitable  for  me  and  mine,  seeing 
that  I  shall  be  able  to  continue  useful  to  them  as  much,  and  even 
more,  than  in  time  past,  because  I  shall  not  be  encumbered  with 
other  duties,  and  all  my  faculties  will  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
America.     I  have  been  much  mortified  in  not  being  at  liberty,  as  I 
have  expressed  to  Mr.  Deane.     I  should   have  flown  to  Paris  to 
assist  him,  at  least  by  the  knowledge  I  have  of  many  European 
languages. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS. 


M.  Dumas  usually  signed  his  despatches  with  a  fictitious  name. 
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B.  FRANKLIN  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Philadelphia,  October  1st,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  have  just  time  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  packets, 
with  the  pamphlets  enclosed,  the  contents  of  which  are  very  satis- 
factory.    You  will  hear  from  me  more  fully  in  a  little  time. 

With  great  esteem,  I  am,  sir,  &;c.,  ^    FRANKLIN. 

P.  S.  We  have  a  great  force  brought  against  us  here,  but  continue 
firm. 

SILAS  DEANE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Paris,  October  3d,  1776. 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  last,  in  which  I  mentioned  the  King  of  Prussia,  I  have 
obtained  a  method  of  sounding  that  monarch's  sentiments  more 
directly  through  another  channel,  which  voluntarily  offering  I  have 
accepted,  and  therefore  waive  writing  on  the  subject  for  the  present 
any  thing,  save  that  you  may  undoubtedly  serve  the  United  States 
of  America  most  essentially  in  this  affair  in  a  few  weeks  from  this. 
The  attention  to  my  business  here,  which  is  not  merely  political,  but 
partly  commercial,  the  critical  situation  of  affairs  at  this  Court,  and 
the  anxious  suspense  for  the  events  at  New  York  and  Canada,  have 
actually  fixed  me  here ;  and  the  having  received  no  intelligence  for 
some  time  past  has  well  nigh  distracted  me.  I  have,  however, 
favorable  prospects,  and  the  most  confirmed  hopes  of  effecting  my 
views  in  Europe.  I  am  too  much  engaged  to  say  more  in  this,  and 
will  be  more  particular  in  my  next. 

I  am,  he,  SILAS  DEANE. 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Paris,  October  6th,  1776. 

Sir, 
Yours  of  the  1st  instant  I  received,  and  observe  by  the  contents 
that  Mr.  Lee  is  returned  to  London.     I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Ellis. 
In   answer  to  your   queries,  first,  a  reconciliation   between  Great 
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Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America  is  improbable  ever  to  take 
place ;  it  is  absolutely  impossible  until  after  the  sitting  of  Parliament. 
Secondly,  Admiral  Howe  joined  his  brother  early  in  August,  and 
sent  on  shore  to  General  Washington  a  letter,  which  was  returned 
unopened,  as  no  title  was  given  to  General  Washington  ;  a  second 
was  sent,  and  met  the  same  fate.  The  Congress  justified  the 
General  in  his  conduct,  and  ordered  him  to  receive  no  letters  except 
they  were  directed  to  him  with  his  proper  title.  Lord  Howe  sent 
to  the  Governors  of  several  Colonies  his  proclamation,  which,  by 
the  army  and  people  of  New  York,  was  treated  with  contempt  and 
ridicule. 

Thus  matters  continued  until  the  20th  of  August,  when  General 
Howe  had  collected  his  whole  force,  and  was  preparing  to  attack 
New  York.  On  the  other  side,  all  the  eminences  and  advantageous 
posts  near  the  city  were  secured  and  fortified,  and  the  Americans 
strongly  entrenched  on  them,  the  city  of  New  York  fortified  with 
batteries  next  to  the  water,  and  all  the  principal  streets  with  barriers 
across  them,  and  at  the  same  time  the  houses  filled  with  combustibles 
ready  to  be  set  on  fire  should  the  city  be  found  tenable.  The  two 
men-of-war  which  had  passed  up  the  river  above  the  city  were 
returned  terribly  damaged  by  attacking  a  battery.  This,  in  a  word, 
was  the  state  of  affairs  in  New  York  on  the  20th  of  August,  from 
which  important  news  may  be  expected  every  hour. 

Thirdly,  I  know  what  Dr.  Franklin's  sentiments  were  when  I  left 
America,  and  that  nothing  but  a  miracle  could  convert  him  to  wish 
for  an  accommodation  on  other  terms  than  the  independence  of  the 
Colonies.  Depend  upon  it,  my  good  friend,  the  Ministry  of  Great 
Britain  labor  incessantly  to  propagate  stories  of  an  accommodation  ; 
for  it  is  well  known  that  they  despair  of  reducing  the  Colonies  by 
arms  this  campaign,  at  the  close  of  which  the  national  debt  will 
amount  to  nearly  £150,000,000  sterling,  part  of  which  will  remain 
unfunded;  and  where  are  their  resources  for  supporting  the  next 
campaign  ?    He  that  can  discover  the  philosopher's  stone  can  answer. 

To  your  fourth  query  you  will  excuse  my  answering  more  than 
that  your  conjecture  is  not  far  out  of  the  way.  My  letter  will  inform 
you  why  I  must  still  delay  sending  what  I  promised  you  the  14th 
ultimo.  In  the  mean  time,  sir,  you  may  add  to  indigo  and  rice, 
tobacco,  logwood,  redwood,  sugar,  coffee,  cotton,  and  other  West 
India  produce,  which  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  North  Ameri- 
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cans,  in  payment  for  their  supplies  to  the  West  India  Islands,  which 
cannot  exist  without  their  produce.  Also,  in  course  of  trade,  sperm- 
aceti oil  and  salt  fish  may  be  supplied  to  Prussia  and  Germany  as 
cheap,  or  cheaper,  from  the  Colonies  than  from  Holland  and  Ger- 
many. The  United  Colonies  exported  to  Europe  chiefly,  indeed  to 
Great  Britain,  fis'h  oil,  whalebone,  spermaceti,  furs,  and  peltry  of 
every  kind ;  masts,  spars,  and  timber;  pot  and  pearl  ashes ;  flaxseed, 
beef,  pork,  butter,  and  cheese ;  horses  and  oxen  ;  to  the  West  Indies 
chiefly  wheat  flour,  bread,  rye,  Indian  corn,  lumber,  tobacco,  iron, 
naval  stores,  beeswax,  rice,  and  indigo,  &c.,  Stc,  to  the  amount  of 
more  than  £4,000,000  sterling  annually,  and  for  some  years  past, 
and  received  the  pay  in  European  manufactures ;  and  when  I  remind 
you  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  double  their  number  every 
twenty  years,  and  inform  you  that  this  exportation  has  increased  for 
the  last  century  in  the  same  ratio,  you  will  be  able  to  form  some  idea 
of  this  commerce,  and  of  how  much  importance  it  is  to  Europe.  I 
hope,  by  the  coming  post,  to  send  you  some  favorable  news  from 
America,  and  I  may  not  add  to  this  without  missing  the  post. 

I  am,  with  tl^e  most  sincere  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  SILAS  DEANE. 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Paris,  October  9th,  1776. 
Sir, 
I  wrote  you  by  last  post.  This  comes  by  Mr.  Carmichael,  a 
gentleman  of  Maryland,  in  America,  who  has  for  some  time  lived 
with  and  assisted  me  in  my  business.  You  can  have  the  fullest 
confidence  in  him,  and  as  he  knows  I  place  the  most  absolute  in 
you,  it  would  be  trifling  to  swell  a  letter  with  news  or  observations, 
of  both  which  he  can  viva  voce  satisfy  you.  He  will  communicate 
to  you  his  business  in  Holland,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  assist  him  to 
the  utmost  of  your  power.  He  can  tell  you  what  an  anxious  and 
laborious  life  I  lead  here ;  and,  what  adds  to  my  misfortune,  how 
impossible  it  is,  in  the  present  critical  situation  of  affairs,  for  me  to 
quit  this  post  for  a  single  day ;  much  more  it  is  as  yet  impossible  for 
me  to  leave  long  enough  to  visit  you  in  Holland,  which  having  long 
promised  to  myself,  and  anticipated  with  pleasure,  the  disappoint- 
ment greatly  chagrins  me.     To  have  so  kind  and  hospitable,  and,  at 
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the  same  time,  so  judicious  and  safe  a  friend  inviting  me  to  what 
must  at  once  yield  me  the  purest  pleasure  and  the  most  solid  advan- 
tage, viz.,  an  interview,  and  not  to  he  able  to  profit  by  it  at  once,  is 
a  misfortune  I  feel  most  sensibly. 

Mr.  Carmichael  can  give  you  the  best  intelligence  of  our  present 
affairs  in  America,  and  his  observations  and  inferences  will  be  from 
the  best  grounds,  and  made  with  precision  and  judgment.  My  most 
grateful  and  respectful  acknowledgments  to  your  lady,  whom  I  yet 
may  have  the  honor  of  waiting  on  in  the  course  of  a  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  SILAS  DEANE 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  C.   W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Paris,  October  ISlh,  1776. 

Sir, 

Before  the  receipt  of  this  you  will  have  seen  Mr.  Carmichael,  to 

whom  I  refer  you  on  many  subjects.     Yours  of  the  8th  I  received 

since  his  departure,  and  have  only  to  ask  of  you  to  procure  the 

proper  testimonials  of  this  very  extraordinary  and  cruel  proceeding 

at  H ,  respecting  Mr.  Shoemaker,  a  family  of  which  name  I 

knew  in  Philadelphia.  These  testimonials  will  be  a  proper  ground 
to  go  upon  in  demanding  satisfaction,  which  I  do  not  think,  however, 
had  best  be  asked,  until  the  independence  of  the  Colonies  has  been 
formally  announced  ;  and  proper  powers  for  this  step  have  been 
delayed  strangely,  or,  perhaps,  interrupted.  Your  zeal  in  this  cause 
reflects  honor  on  your  private  as  well  as  public  sentiments  of  justice 
and  rectitude,  and  I  will  transmit  to  the  honorable  Congress  of  the 
United  States  in  my  first  letters  a  copy  of  your  memoir.  I  am  still 
without  intelligence  of  any  kind  from  America,  save  that  on  the  20th 
of  August  a  battle  was  hourly  expected  at  New  York.  No  prospect 
of  reconciliation.  The  British  forces  in  Canada  are  not  likely  to 
effect  any  thing  this  season  ;  and,  consequently,  all  hopes  in  England 
rest  on  the  event  of  a  single  action  at  New  York,  which  the  public 
are  made  to  believe  will  prove  decisive;  and  so  it  may,  if  the  fate 
of  the  day  should  be  for  us,  and  the  enemy  have  no  retreat  or 
resources  in  America  ;  but  by  no  means  decisive  if  it  incline  the 
other  way.  I  trouble  you  with  the  enclosed  for  Mr.  Carmichael. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c.,  gjLAS  DEANE. 
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WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL  TO  C.  W.  F,  DUMAS. 

Amsterdam,  October  22d,  1776. 
Sir, 
I  enclose  a  letter  which  I  expected  to  deliver  ere  this  in  person. 
I  arrived  here  last  Friday,  and  had  so  many  inquiries  to  make  to 
gratify  Mr.  Deane's  curiosity,  that  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to 
attend  to  you  so  soon  as  I  could  wish.  For  fear  that  I  should  not 
be  able  to  leave  this  to-morrow,  to  do  myself  the  honor  of  waiting 
upon  you,  I  have  sent  this  letter.  When  I  come  to  the  Hague,  I 
shall  put  up  at  the  Hotel  de  Turenne,  where  you  will  do  me  much 
pleasure  to  leave  your  address  particularly.  The  knowledge  I  have 
had  of  you  for  many  months,  by  Mr.  Deane  and  others,  makes  me 
regret  every  moment  that  delays  me  here,  and  denies  me  the  pleasure 
of  assuring  you  in  person  how  much  I  am,  what  every  true  Amer- 
ican is,  your  very  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


COMMITTEE  OF  SECRET  CORRESPONDENCE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Philadelphia,  October  24th,  1776. 
Sir, 

Our  worthy  friend,  Dr.  Franklin,  being  indefatigable  in  the  labor 
of  his  country,  and  few  men  so  qualified  to  be  useful  to  the  commu- 
nity of  which  he  is  a  member,  you  will  not  be  surprised  that  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  congress  of  delegates  from  the  United  States 
of  America  has  called  upon  him  to  visit  the  Court  of  France,  in  the 
character  of  one  of  their  Commissioners  for  negociating  a  treaty  of 
alliance,  &;c.,  with  that  nation.  He  is  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  and 
on  his  arrival  will  forward  it.  To  him  we  refer  you  for  information 
as  to  the  political  state  of  this  country ;  our  design  in  addressing  you 
at  this  time  being  only  to  continue  that  correspondence  which  he  has 
opened  and  conducted  hitherto  on  our  behalf. 

We  request  to  hear  from  you  frequently  ;  and  if  you  make  use  of 
the  cypher,  the  Doctor  has  communicated  the  knowledge  of  it  to  one 
of  our  members.  Your  letters,  via,  St.  Eustalia,  directed  to  the 
Committee  of  Secret  Correspondence,  then  put  under  a  cover  to  Mr. 
Robert  Morris,  merchant,  Philadelphia,  and  that  letter  covered  to 
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Mr.  Cornelius  Stevenson,  or  Mr.  Henricus  Godet,  merchants  at  St. 
Eustatia,  or  under  cover  to  Mr.  Isaac  Gouveneur,  merchant  at 
Curracoa,  will  certainly  come  safe,  and  if  you  can  send  with  them 
regular  supplies  of  the  English  and  other  newspapers,  you  will  add 
to  the  obligation.  The  expense  of  procuring  them  shall  be  reim- 
bursed, together  with  any  other  charges,  and  a  reasonable  allowance 
for  your  time  and  trouble  in  this  agency.  The  members  of  this 
committee,  styled  the  Committee  of  Secret  Correspondence,  are 
John  Jay,  Thomas  G.  Johnson,  Robert  Morris,  Richard  Henry  Lee, 
William  Hooper,  and  John  Witherspoon  ;  and  as  vacancies  happen 
by  death  or  absence,  the  Congress  fill  them  up  with  new  members, 
which  we  mention  for  your  information,  and  with  great  respect  and 
esteem  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

ROBERT  MORRIS, 
RICHARD  HENRY  LEE, 
JOHN  WITHERSPOON, 
WILLIAM  HOOPER. 


WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Amsterdam,  October  27th,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

You  owe  to  my  forgetfulness  what  ought  only  to  proceed  from  my 
respect,  yet  I  will  not  quarrel  with  any  thing  that  gives  me  an 
opportunity  of  writing  to  you. 

I  left  the  Memoir  on  Commerce  in  your  hands,  and  it  is  necessary 
I  should  have  it  as  soon  as  possible.  I  send  you  Common  Sense,  but 
you  must  look  on  my  presents  as  Indian  ones,  for  I,  like  they, 
expect  much  larger  in  return;  as  much  as  you  please,  and  I  am  sure 
you  can  spare  a  great  deal  of  what  I  send  you.  My  present  is  only 
the  rough  material  of  America,  your  returns  will  be  elegant  and 
superb  manufactures  of  Europe. 

The  English  mail  is  not  arrived.  I  have  a  very  angry  letter  from 
Mr.  William  Lee  on  the  subject  I  mentioned  to  you  respecting  Dr. 
B.  I  am  happy  to  know  that  I  acted  for  the  public  good,  and  that, 
without  partiality  to  any  person,  will,  I  hope,  always  be  the  rule  of 
my  conduct. 

I  am,  &;c.,  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 
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ARTHUR  LEE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

London,  November  15th,  1776. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  indispensable  business  of  my  profession  has  hitherto  prevented 
me  from  complying,  as  I  wished,  with  the  desire  of  your  very 
obliging  favors. 

You  will  have  seen,  by  the  proceedings  of  Parliament,  how 
decided  the  King  is  in  prosecuting  the  American  war.  For,  in 
truth,  he  alone  is  Minister,  and  his  will  governs  with  absolute  sway. 
At  the  same  time  the  powers  which  he  has  given  to  Lord  Howe 
appear,  from  his  declaration  in  America,  to  be  most  ample.  That, 
however,  I  rather  attribute  to  what  is  deemed  the  art  of  Government, 
than  to  any  pacific  or  redressing  intention.  We  can  never  forget 
the  perfidy  of  making  Lord  Botetourt  declare  to  the  assembly  that 
the  revenue  acts  should  be  repealed,  when  in  fact  no  such  thing  was 
intended  or  done ;  and  the  Secretary  of  State  being  ordered  to  tell 
the  agents  of  Congress  that  his  Majesty  had  received  their  petition 
very  graciously,  and  from  the  importance  of  it  would  lay  it  before  his 
two  Houses  of  Parliament,  when,  at  the  same  time,  the  same  Secre- 
tary wrote,  by  his  Majesty's  commands,  to  all  the  Governors  of 
America,  denominating  that  very  Congress  an  illegal  meeting,  their 
grievances  pretended,  and  ordering  them  to  prevent  their  meeting 
again.  These  facts  are  too  decisive  to  leave  a  doubt  of  the  credit 
that  is  due  to  the  promises  of  this  Court,  and,  at  this  very  time,  they 
are  abusing  the  Howes  for  negociating ;  the  language  of  Court  being, 
"  we  sent  them  to  use  their  hands,  and  they  are  employing  their 
heads." 

The  Rockingham  part  of  the  opposition  are  determined  upon 
seceding  from  Parliament,  in  which  Lord  Shelburne,  Lord  Camden, 
and  the  Duke  of  Grafton  refuse  to  accompany  them  for  two  reasons, 
1st,  because  the  feelings  of  the  public  are  not  high  enough  for  so 
decisive  a  measure ;  and,  2dly,  because  the  others  will  not  agree  to 
make  the  great  fundamental  abuse  of  the  Constitution,  as  well  as  the 
temporary  misconduct  of  Government,  the  groundwork  of  that  seces- 
sion. In  a  word,  because  they  will  not  declare  that  the  object  of  the 
measure  is  to  obtain  the  abolition  of  corruption,  and  not  merely  the 
change  of  those  who  minister  it.  This  schism  will,  however,  reduce 
opposition  so  as  to  leave  the  Court  at  perfect  ease  from  that  quarter. 
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I  thank  you  for  the  magnanimity  of  your  sentiments  towards  our 
friends,  on  the  supposition  that  the  late  occurrences  are  events  of 
consequence.  I  am  by  no  means  of  that  opinion.  After  the  affair 
of  Long  Island,  the  loss  of  New  York  was  inevitable  ;  but  is  not  the 
successful  army  still  faced  and  kept  at  bay,  by  that  over  which  it  is 
supposed  to  have  obtained  these  decisive  advantages  ?  Could  any 
one  expect  more  from  a  new  raised  army  than  that  it  should  face 
the  disciplined  invaders,  almost  equal  in  numbers,  and  much  superior 
in  equipments,  to  win  its  way  by  inches.  Where,  then,  is  the  ground 
for  despair,  when  our  friends  are  looking  the  enemy  in  the  face,  and 
he  does  not  dare  to  attack  them  ?  Of  two  things,  sir,  you  may  be 
satisfied,  that  the  advantage  on  Long  Island  was  obtained  neither  by 
the  superiority  of  the  troops  nor  of  the  General,  but  by  his  having 
bribed  the  officer  who  commanded  the  first  pass,*  who  giving  up  his 
post  without  suffering  a  gun  to  be  fired,  enabled  Clinton  to  march  in 
the  night  and  take  the  left  wing  of  the  Americans,  so  as  to  put  them 
between  two  fires  from  much  superior  numbers,  with  an  immense 
train  of  artillery.  The  other  fact  is  that  the  officer  who  brought  the 
last  despatches  declares  that  the  American  lines  upon  New  York 
island  cannot  be  forced  but  with  a  certainty  of  so  much  loss  as 
cannot  be  hazarded.  General  Howe  will  therefore  try  his  former  art 
of  treachery  and  corruption,  from  which  alone  I  am  satisfied  we  have 
any  thing  to  fear. 

The  talk  of  the  Congress  having  sent  Deputies  to  Staten  Island, 
to  negociate  with  Lord  Howe,  is  not,  that  I  know  of,  authenticated. 
Adieu,  ARTHUR  LEE. 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Without  date. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  still  indebted  to  you  for  your  favors  of  the  29th  ultimo,  and 

the  15th  instant,  to  which  I  should  earlier  have  replied,  but  for  a 

slight  indisposition,  and  much  chagrin  at  some  unfavorable  news. 

However,  I  am  recovering  in  health,  with  which  my  spirits  return, 

*This  wants  proof  before  it  can  be  adopted  as  a  historical  fact. 
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and  I  keep  ever  in  my  mind  the  motto,  de  i-ejmblicd  nil  desperandum. 
I  counted  the  cost  when  I  entered  the  lists,  and  balanced  private 
fortune,  ease,  leisure,  the  sweets  of  domestic  society,  and  life  itself  m 
vain,  against  the  liberties  of  my  country  ;  the  latter  instantly  predom- 
inated, and  I  have  nothing  to  complain  of,  though  much  to  grieve  at, 
occasioned  by  the  miscarriage  or  delay  of  my  full  powers  for  open 
and  public  application.  I  sent  you  a  memoir  on  American  com- 
merce, and  wish  to  know  your  sentiments  on  that  subject.  The 
vessel  detained  at  Bilboa  has  been  dismissed,  and  the  commissary 
reprimanded  for  her  detention,  and  ordered  to  lend  the  Captain 
every  assistance  he  needed.  This  is  a  great  point  gained.  I  must 
suspend  saying  any  thing  on  the  proposals  of  officers  for  entering  the 
service  of  the  American  States,  as  also  any  thing  further  on  the  other 
artists  I  wrote  about,  until  I  receive  intelligence  which  I  hourly  have 
long  expected,  and  which  I  think  cannot  possibly  be  far  off,  as  I 
despatched  a  vessel  early  in  September,  express,  with  an  account  of 
my  situation,  and  that  of  affairs  here ;  besides,  a  war  is  evidently  at 
hand  here  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Carmichael  warmly  described  the  kind  reception  you  gave 
him,  and  your  zeal  for  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  and  friend- 
ship for  me,  which  he  might  have  spared,  as  every  one  of  your  letters 
demonstrates  the  sincerity  and  disinterestedness  of  your  friendship, 
as  well  for  my  country  as  for  myself;  and  as  you  value  your  being 
the  first  Plenipotentiary  of  the  American  States,  I  equally  value 
myself  on  your  friendship  and  correspondence  in  the  part  I  have  the 
honor  of  acting  with  you  in  this  important  scene,  and  am  happy  to 
think  that,  to  the  present  or  coming  actors  in,  or  spectators  of,  the 
foundation  and  rise  of  this  State  in  a  New  World,  our  correspondence 
will  show  that  our  sentiments  ever  coincided.  Be  not  discouraged, 
my  dear  friend,  America  must  come  off  in  the  end  triumphant,  and 
under  new  and  unprecedented  laws,  liberty,  and  commerce,  be  the 
happy  asylum  for  the  sons  of  men  in  future  ages.  Whatsoever 
disappointments  I  may  meet  with,  I  never  will  despair  of  my 
country,  for  which  I  shall  count  it  my  glory  to  suffer  all  things,  if  it 
receive  any  advantage  therefrom,  and  if  not,  I  shall  at  least  enjoy  the 
pleasure,  the  inalienable  pleasure,  resulting  from  a  consciousness  of 
having  done  all  in  my  power  for  its  happiness,  and  connectedly  for 
the  happiness  of  mankind  in  general. 

The  temper  of  the  times  is  in  favor  of  America,  and  it  is  now  as 
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fresh  and  striking  an  object  to  Europe  as  when  first  discovered  and 
called  the  New  World.  It  is  among  my  principal  mortifications  that 
I  cannot  have  a  few  days  at  least  personal  conversation  with  you ; 
but  the  situation  of  affairs  here  will  not  allow  of  a  moment's  absence, 
which  Mr.  Carmichael,  I  doubt  not,  explained  to  you.  With  persons 
in  public  or  private,  who  are  friendly,  yet  equally  apprehensive  of 
consequences,  willing  to  aid,  yet  timid,  and  at  the  same  time  not 
well  acquainted  and  informed,  the  task,  you  are  sensible,  is  as 
laborious  as  delicate,  and  at  a  time  when  events  bear  down  argu- 
ments, one  cannot  be  released  a  moment  from  the  closest  attention 
to  everything  rising,  real  or  imaginary.  Your  lady's  kind  prepara- 
tions for  me,  Mr.  Carmichael  most  affectionately  mentioned,  and  I 
will,  life  permitting,  the  moment  I  can  quit  Paris,  in  person  acknowl- 
edge, as  far  as  words  are  capable  of  expressing,  how  sensible  I  am 
of  this  more  than  hospitable  kindness,  since  to  provide  for  and 
receive  the  stranger  on  arrival  is  the  duty  of  hospitality,  but  here  is  a 
work  of  supererogation,  and  though  no  Roman  Catholic  myself,  yet 
so  catholic  as  not  the  less  to  love  and  esteem  generous  actions  on  all 
occasions.  My  most  respectful  and  affectionate  regards,  with  my 
ardent  wishes  for  your  mutual  felicity,  attend  you. 

*  ^"^^  ^^•'  SILAS  DEANE. 

P.  S.    Pray   for   what   sum    per   annum  can  a    young  man  be 
educated  at  Leyden,  adhering  to  the  strictest  economy? 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Paris,  December  13th,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 
1  am  indebted  for  two  letters,  and  the  same  cause  of  my  neglect, 
viz.,  a  hurry  of  business  still  subsisting,  I  cannot  make  amends  by 
a  long  letter  in  this,  but  the  substance  will  be  agreeable,  which  is, 
that  Dr.  Franklin  is  arrived  at  Nantes,  and  I  expect  him  at  Paris 
to-morrow.  He  left  Philadelphia  the  last  of  October,  and  everything 
was  favorable  in  America.  On  his  passage,  the  ship  he  was  in  made 
two  prizes  on  this  coast.  I  received  a  letter  from  my  venerable 
friend  on  his  landing,  who  was  in  high  spirits  and  good  health.  Here 
is  the  hero,  and  philosopher,  and  patriot,  all  united  in  this  celebrated 
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American  who,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four,  risks  all  dangers  for  his 
country.     I  know  your  heart  rejoices  with  me  on  this  occasion. 
I  am,  with  respect,  he,  SILAS  DEANE. 


WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Havre,  January  21st,  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 
Were  I  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  all  the  letters  you  mention 
having  written,  it  would  be  necessary  to  apologise  for  my  silence ; 
this,  1  fear,  would  require  a  detail  long  enough  to  need  still  another 
apology,  which  would  be  making  it  a  labor  ad  infinitum.  I  shall, 
therefore,  only  say,  that  from  the  heart  of  Germany,  I  am  now  on 
the  borders  of  the  Atlantic,  and  that  I  have  been  on  the  gallop  ever 
since  I  parted  with  you  at  Leyden.  No  saint  in  the  calendar  ever 
ran  through  countries  with  more  zeal  to  gain  inhabitants  for  heaven 
than  I  have  to  do  miracles  on  earth.  But  unfortunately  it  is  not  an 
age  for  miracles.  I  am  at  present  here  to  botch  up  a  piece  of  work 
which  was  originally  well  imagined,  but  badly  executed. 

You  will,  no  doubt,  have  our  Paris  news  from  the  prophet,  who 
draws  down  fire  from  heaven.  I  shall,  therefore,  only  give  you  my 
comment  on  the  text,  which  is,  that  France  has  done  too  much  and 
much  too  little.  Too  much,  since  she  alarmed  England,  and  made 
that  country  put  itself  in  a  better  posture  of  defence  than  before,  or 
at  least,  strengthened  the  hands  of  her  Ministers  for  that  purpose  ; 
much  too  little,  because,  depending  even  on  that  little,  we  looked 
not  out  elsewhere  in  time. 

I  am,  he,  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


ARTHUR  LEE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Paris,  January  26th,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 
My  having  quitted  London  some  time  since  to  join  my  colleagues 
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here,  is  the  reason  you  did  not  hear  from  me,  as  you  complain  in 
your  last  letter  to  Mr.  Deane.  As  I  am  soon  to  leave  this  place  for 
one  very  remote,*  I  am  afraid  this  will  he  the  last  letter  I  shall  have 
the  honor  of  writing  to  you. 

There  are  so  many  and  more  immediate  calls  for  the  attention  of 
the  Congress  that  we  are  not  surprised  at  not  receiving  any  intelli- 
gence from  them.  We  learn,  too,  from  Havre  that  despatches  for  us 
have  been  intercepted  at  sea,  so  that  we  remain  totally  uninformed 
by  authority  relative  to  the  state  of  things  in  America.  We  hope  the 
best,  and  if  the  Powers  of  Europe  are  not  so  totally  blind  to  their 
own  interest  as  to  refuse  maintaining  that  freedom  and  enjoyment  of 
our  commerce  which  our  Declaration  of  Independence  offers  them, 
their  support  will  save  us  much  distress  and  blood.  The  liberties, 
however,  and  redemption  which  we  work  out  through  labor  and 
endurance  will  be  more  precious. 

By  accounts  from  London,  the  press  for  seamen  produces  little, 
though  their  merchant-ships  are  stopped  in  their  ports,  and  insurance 
from  Jamaica,  with  convoy,  is  risen  to  twenty-five  per  cent.  During 
the  last  war  it  never  amounted  to  more  than  seven. 

Our  cruisers,  therefore,  appear  to  do  their  duty.  Had  we  any 
thing  of  a  fleet  to  assist  them,  England  would  soon  repent  of  a  war 
they  have  so  unjustly  engaged  in,  and  from  which  they  have  not 
wisdom  to  retreat. 

No  nation  seems  more  interested  in  opening  our  commerce,  by 
abolishing  the  British  monopoly,  than  the  Dutch.  The  carrying 
trade  by  which  they  flourish  must  be  greatly  increased  by  the 
change.  It  would  also  very  infallibly  reduce  that  natural  power  and 
superiority  at  sea  which  the  English  exercise  with  so  much  insolence, 
and  the  sinews  of  which  are  derived  from  America  by  their  usurpa- 
tion and  tyranny ;  and  yet,  such  is  the  pusillanimity  of  the  times, 
the  States  are  crouching  to  the  English,  and,  in  effect,  aiding  them 
in  confirming  that  tyranny  and  those  advantages.  It  is  astonishing 
that  the  smallest  Power  in  Europe  should  fear  Great  Britain,  at  a 
time  when  she  is  set  at  defiance  by  America  alone,  yet  in  its  infancy, 
and  laboring  under  so  many  disadvantages. 

I  wish  you  every  happiness,  &;c.,  ARTHUR  LEE. 

*  A  journey  to  Spain. 
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B.  FRANKLIN  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Paris,  January  29th,  1777. 

My  dear  friend  may  be  assured  that  the  omission  of  writing  to 
him  for  so  long  a  time  either  by  Mr.  Deane  or  myself,  was  not  in  the 
least  owing  to  any  want  of  respect  or  change  of  sentiment  towards 
him,  but  merely  from  the  extreme  hurry  we  have  been  engaged  in 
ever  since  my  arrival,  which  has  prevented  our  writing  to  many  other 
of  our  correspondents.  I  now  enclose  several  letters,  one  of  which 
was  written  by  me  when  in  Philadelphia,  and  sent  via  Martinique ; 
Mr.  Deane  has  but  this  day  received  it ;  another  that  I  wrote  soon 
after  my  arrival,  which  has  been  mislaid. 

I  hope  you  and  yours  are  in  good  health  and  good  spirits,  as  we 
are,  not  doubting  of  the  success  of  our  affairs,  with  God's  blessing. 
We  have  nothing  to  complain  of  here. 

I  have  taken  a  lodging  at  Passy,  where  I  shall  be  in  a  few  days, 
and  hope  there  to  find  a  little  leisure,  free  from  the  perpetual  inter- 
ruption I  suffer  here  by  the  crowds  continually  coming  in,  some 
offering  goods,  others  soliciting  offices  in  our  army,  he.  I  shall  then 
be  able  to  write  you  fully.  Be  of  good  cheer,  and  do  not  believe 
half  what  you  read  in  the  English  gazettes. 

With  great  esteem,  I  am  ever,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


WILLIAM  LEE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

London,  March  21st,  1777. 

Sir, 
Government  here  has  received  within  these  ten  days  past  several 
expresses  from  General  Howe,  at  New  York,  in  North  America,  as 
late  as  the  19th  of  last  February,  which  are,  in  every  respect,  very 
disagreeable  indeed.  He  writes  in  severe  terms  against  General 
Heister,  whom  he  calls  an  old  woman  in  the  field,  and  a  stupid  and 
incorrigible  blockhead  in  the  cabinet ;  he  also  says  that  the  Hessians 
and  other  Germans  are  the  worst  troops  under  his  command,  and 
are  not  fit  to  be  trusted  in  any  business ;  he  has,  therefore,  desired 
several  particular  English  officers  to  be  sent  to  command  them  ;  some 
of  them  that  he  has  pointed  out  have  refused  to  go  on  such  a  forlorn 
hope ;  but  General  Burgoyne,  much  against  his  will,  is,  it  seems, 
Vol.  v.— 15 


226  CHARLES  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

obliged  to  go,  and  one  Colonel  Charles  Gray,  who  was  only  a  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel upon  half-pay,  has  agreed  to  go,  being  appointed  to 
a  regiment,  with  the  rank  of  a  Major-Gen eral,  in  America. 

General  Howe  has,  with  some  difficulty  and  considerable  loss,  got 
his  troops  back  to  New  York,  that  had  attempted  to  make  good  their 
situation  at  Brunswick,  in  the  Jerseys.  He  has  recalled  the  greater 
part  of  those  troops  that  had  been  sent  to  Rhode  Island.  At  New 
York  they  were  in  the  greatest  distress  for  all  kinds  of  fresh  pro- 
visions and  vegetables ;  at  the  same  time,  a  fever,  similar  to  the 
plague,  prevailed  there,  that,  in  all  probability,  before  the  spring  will 
carry  off  to  the  Elysian  shades  at  least  one  half  of  the  troops  that 
remain  there,  and  prepare  an  immediate  grave  for  the  Germans  and 
all  the  other  troops  that  are  about  to  be  sent  to  that  infected  place. 
At  the  same  time  we  learn  that  the  American  army  under  General 
Washington  increases  in  numbers  every  day,  and,  being  accustomed 
to  the  climate,  have  kept  the  field  in  all  the  severe  weather.  Not- 
withstanding this  melancholy  prospect  of  affairs,  our  papers  talk  of  a 
foreign  war,  but  in  my  opinion  we  are  in  no  condition  to  engage  in 
one,  for  you  may  be  assured  that  we  have  not  in  the  kingdom  sailors 
enough  to  man  fifteen  ships-of-the-line,  though  you  may  see  thirty 
or  forty  ships  put  in  commission,  as  the  public  prints  will  tell  you. 
And  as  to  soldiers,  the  draft  for  America  has  been  so  great  that  we 
have  not  ten  thousand  in  the  whole  Island,  yet  our  Ministers  have 
lately  attempted  to  bully  the  States  of  Holland  by  a  high  flying 
memorial  relative  to  the  conduct  of  some  of  their  Governors  in  the 
West  Indies.  It  might,  however,  be  attended  with  very  serious 
consequences,  if  the  Hollanders  were  to  take  their  money  out  of  the 
English  funds.  WILLIAM  LEE. 

P.  S.  If  you  please,  insert  the  foregoing  in  the  Dutch,  Brussels, 
Frankfort,  and  Hamburg  papers. 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Paris,  April  2d,  1777. 

Sir, 
Mr.  Carmichael,  who  has  regularly  corresponded  with  you,  has 
given  you  the  salutation  from  time  to  time  for  myself.     I  have  really 
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had  no  leisure  for  several  months  to  write  a  single  letter  but  what  the 
instant  necessity  of  the  time  required,  and  am  much  obliged  to  you 
for  the  regular  information  we  have  through  him  from  you.  Enclosed 
I  send  you  a  bill  for  one  thousand  florins,  which  you  will  receive, 
and  credit  the  Congress  for  the  same.  As  you  have  said  nothing,  at 
any  time,  on  the  subject  of  your  disbursements  for  the  Congress,  the 
Commissioners  are  ignorant  of  your  situation  in  that  respect,  and 
have  desired  me  to  send  you  the  enclosed  bill,  and  to  ask  of  you  to 
favor  them  with  the  general  state  of  your  disbursements,  and  to 
assure  you  that  they  are  too  sensible  of  the  services  you  are  rendering 
their  country  to  wish  you  to  remain  without  an  adequate  reward. 
We  have  no  intelligence  of  any  kind  from  America  since  the  1st  of 
March  last,  and  you  have  been  informed  of  the  situation  of  our  affairs 
at  that  time. 

I  am,  &c.,  SILAS  DEANE. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Hague,  April  12th,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

The  letter  of  the  date  of  October  24th,  1776,  with  which  you 
have  honored  me,  did  not  arrive  till  the  4th  of  February  of  this  year. 
Sensible  as  I  ought  to  be,  gentlemen,  of  the  great  honor  you  do  me 
in  charging  me  to  continue  with  you  the  correspondence  which  Dr. 
Franklin  commenced  and  maintained  with  me  on  the  affairs  of  the 
United  States,  I  am  only  able  to  repeat  what  I  have  written  to  him 
and  to  the  honorable  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  of  which  he  was 
then  a  member,  that  I  will  ever  impose  on  myself  a  sacred  law  to 
answer  your  confidence  and  expectation.  You  will  have  here 
annexed  a  copy  of  letters  which  have  been  written  to  me  by  the 
French  Ministers  at  the  Hague,  the  Abbe  Desnoyers  and  the  Due 
de  la  Vauguyon.  You  will  easily  conjecture  the  contents  of  those 
which  I  wrote  to  them,  and  which  are  too  long  to  recite  here ;  more- 
over, a  copy  of  the  whole  was  not  preserved. 

As  to  what  you  add,  gentlemen,  that  my  expenses  and  labors  shall 
be  reimbursed  and  compensated,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  to  you  that 
I  should  esteem  myself  the  most  happy  of  men  in  being  able  to  make 
without  return  all  the  advances  and  services  of  which  you  have  need 
to  sustain  this  memorable  war.     The  Supreme  Being,  who  sees  the 
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depth  of  my  heart,  is  witness  to  the  truth  of  this  sentiment  in  all  its] 
extent.  But  to  my  great  regret,  ahhough  without  shame,  I  avow 
myself  as  poor  in  means  as  rich  in  good  will.  The  draft  remitted  to 
me  by  Dr.  Franklin,  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  on  London,  has 
been  paid.  On  the  other  hand,  since  I  received  Dr.  Franklin's 
letter  and  the  orders  of  the  Committee,  I  have  not  hesitated  to 
sacrifice  to  a  commission  so  important,  so  honorable,  and  so  agreeable 
to  my  principles  and  taste,  not  only  a  small  running  pension  of  sixty 
pounds,  which  a  bookseller  paid  me  for  a  part  of  my  time  that  was 
devoted  to  a  work  an  account  of  which  I  communicated  to  Dr. 
Franklin  some  years  since,  but  also  about  seventy  pounds  which  I 
have  already  received  for  part  of  the  work  delivered,  without  which, 
considering  my  other  actual  duties,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for 
me  to  have  time  to  attend  to  the  execution  of  these  orders.  If  I  add 
to  this  at  least  fifty  pounds  that  I  have  spent  in  postages,  travelling 
charges,  and  other  expenses,  I  find  myself  at  this  time  seventy  pounds 
at  least  in  advance.  But  I  should  be  very  sorry,  gentlemen,  that 
what  I  say  here  should  turn  you  an  instant  from  the  important  duties 
requiring  your  constant  attention.  For  the  same  reason  I  have 
been  unwilling  to  interrupt  with  these  details  the  occupations  of  our 
gentlemen  at  Paris.  If  (which  God  forbid)  America  have  not  the 
success  which  my  heart  desires,  her  misfortunes  will  afflict  me 
infinitely  more  than  my  loss.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  I  shall  have 
the  satisfaction  to  see  liberty  established  and  her  prosperity  secured, 
I  doubt  not  she  will  render  me  an  ample  indemnity  and  reward. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c.,  DUMAS 


WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL  TO  C.  W.  T.  DUMAS. 

Paris,  April  28th,  1777. 
Sir, 
Although  nothing  new  has  happened  to  us  here  worthy  of  notice, 
I  take  up  my  pen  merely  to  assure  you  that  our  want  of  punctuality 
is  not  owing  to  want  of  friendship  or  respect.  To  entertain  you  with 
continued  complaints  of  the  inactivity  of  the  European  Powers,  is  a 
subject  which  I  wish  to  banish  as  much  from  my  thoughts  as  I  do 
our  enemies  from  our  country.  We  are  now  acting  a  play  which 
pleases  all  the  spectators,  but  none  seem  inclined  to  pay  the  per- 
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formers.  All  that  we  seem  likely  to  obtain  from  them  is  applause. 
When  I  say  all,  I  mean  any  thing  that  will  materially  help  our  cause. 
This  campaign  will  decide  the  fate  of  the  war,  though  it  may  not 
finish  it.  The  want  of  resolution  in  the  House  of  Bourbon  to  assist 
us  in  the  hour  of  distress  will  be  an  argument  with  our  people,  if 
successful,  to  form  no  binding  connexions  with  them.  If  conquered, 
they  will  follow  the  conduct  of  the  unsupported  Scots  in  the  war 
of  1745. 

In  the  mean  time,  they,  to  secure  the  little  assistance  which  other 
Princes  may  be  induced  to  give  them,  must  offer  a  share  of  that 
commerce  to  others,  which  France  might  have  wholly  to  itself. 
England  is  now  offering  to  relinquish  a  share  of  a  lucrative  com- 
merce to  France,  on  condition  that  the  latter  shuts  its  ports  against 
us.  But  a  few  weeks  ago  an  English  agent  assured  me  that  the 
English  Administration  saw  through  the  designs  of  the  House  of 
Bourbon,  saw  that  they  meant  to  weaken  us  both,  and  by  that 
means  command  us,  and  he  offered  every  security  America  could 
wish  to  preserve  its  liberties  as  they  stood  in  the  year  1763,  and  a 
repeal  of  such  acts  as  bound  their  trade  previous  to  that,  only  that 
they  must  so  far  comply  with  the  King's  humor  as  not  to  give  up  his 
sovereignty,  which  would  be  of  no  use  to  him  were  the  privileges  of 
the  Americans  extended  to  the  latitude  mentioned. 

To  be  the  instrument  of  inducing  my  countrymen  to  accept  these 
terms,  the  possession  of  an  affluent  income  was  offered  to  be  secured 
to  me  in  any  part  of  the  world  I  chose,  whether  successful  or  not  in 
the  attempt.  You  may  judge  how  our  conference  ended.  One 
reason  why  I  am  induced  to  stay  in  Europe  is,  that  I  should  be 
obliged  to  give,  in  America,  a  faithful  account  of  the  situation  of 
their  affairs  in  Europe ;  as  I  am  sure  that  the  picture  would  be  worth 
more  to  England  than  their  subsidies  to  your  hero,  the  Margrave  of 
Hesse.  We  shall  never  be  the  subjects  of  the  British  Crown,  1 
believe ;  but  unless  openly  assisted  by  a  Power  in  Europe,  we  shall 
be  an  impoverished  people,  unable  to  distress  our  enemies  abroad,  or 
to  assist  our  friends.  I  am  so  confident  myself  of  the  interior 
weakness  of  England,  that  I  would  sacrifice  my  life  on  the  issue, 
that  if  France,  Spain,  and  the  Emperor,  would  only  agree  to 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  there  would 
not  be  occasion  to  strike  a  blow ;  from  that  moment  the  credit  of 
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England  would  be  no  more  inspirited  by  such  a  resolution  taken  ia 
our  favor  in  Europe ;  we  would  drive  her  armies  from  America,  and 
soon  her  fleets  from  our  coasts;  but  these  generous  resolutions  subsist 
not  in  European  politics.  I  hoped  to  have  soon  seen  you,  but  your 
last  letter,  and  one  from  Sir  George  Grand,  have  altered  my  reso- 
lution on  that  head.  I  have  been  laboring  here  to  put  you  in  such  a 
situation  as  to  enable  you  to  follow  the  dictates  of  your  own  generous 
hearts  in  serving  us  more  effectually,  but  the  torpedo  has  struck  us 
too. 

Adieu,  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Philadelphia,  May  8th,  1777. 
Sir, 

We  have  received  your  several  favors  to  the  first  of  May,*  and 
shall  always  have  a  grateful  memory  of  your  sentiments  and  exer- 
tions in  our  cause.  But  as  we  have  new  Commissioners  settled  in 
France,  we  think  it  needless  that  you  should  be  at  the  trouble  of 
forwarding  to  us  from  time  to  time  that  collection  of  papers  which 
we  formerly  mentioned  to  you.  We  shall  inform  our  friends  at 
Paris  of  our  opinion  on  this  head,  and  leave  it  to  them  to  point  out 
the  way  in  which  your  zeal  may  be  most  useful  to  them  and  us,  with 
the  least  degree  of  trouble  to  yourself  and  injury  to  your  domestic 
interests. 

The  humility  of  the  Count  de  Welderen's  memorial  seems  to  have 
been  followed  by  some  positive  orders  to  our  disadvantage  in  the 
West  Indies.  We  doubt  not  you  will  continue  to  give  our  Commis- 
sioners at  Paris  the  fullest  information  on  all  such  points,  from  whom 
we  shall  consequently  obtain  it. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  BENJ.  HARRISON, 

ROBERT  MORRIS, 
JAMES  LOVELL. 


*  Thus  in  the  original,  but  probably  an  error  in  the  month,  as  this  letter  is  dated 
on  the  eighth  of  May. 
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WILLIAM   CARMICHAEL  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Paris,  May  9th,  1777. 

Sir, 

At  length  we  have  an  opportunity  of  discovering  what  we  have 
long  imagined,  the  arts  which  the  English  Government  has  made  use 
of  to  circulate  their  various  falsehoods  through  Europe,  respecting 
their  affairs  in  America.  Their  packet  from  Hardwick  to  Helvoet- 
sluys  is  fallen  into  our  hands,  with  every  letter  from  the  Ministry 
and  others,  though  I  make  no  doubt  that  they  will  give  out  that  their 
most  important  letters  are  saved.  Such  a  report  will  answer  more 
ends  than  one.  It  will  set  at  peace  the  alarmed  consciences,  or 
rather  apprehensions  of  their  correspondents.  We  have  it  under 
Lord  Suffolk's  Secretary's  hands,  Mr.  Eraser  and  Mr.  Eden,  that 
Government  had  no  advices  from  New  York  on  the  last  of  April, 
but  that  at  this  particular  period,  when  the  eyes  of  all  the  world 
would  be  upon  them,  viz.,  when  opening  the  budget  it  was  necessary 
to  toss  out  a  tub  to  the  whale,  for  which  reason  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  General  Washington,  and  to  put  Mr.  Dick- 

enson at  the  head  of  five  thousand  men  in  the  lower  counties  of 
Delaware.  A  very  curious  reason  is  given  for  promulgating  the 
latter  lie,  that  the  less  probability  there  appears  to  be  in  it  the  more 
readily  the  world  will  believe ;  for  will  they  imagine  that  Ministers 
dare  circulate  what  no  one  will  imagine  true?  And  they  appeal  to 
former  untruths  of  similar  absurdity,  which  had  their  effect,  and 
when  found  false  were  overlooked  by  the  indulgent  public. 

The  line  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke's  conduct  is  marked  and  curious,  as 
well  as  that  of  their  Minister  at  another  Court ;  our  plan  did  not 
wholly  take  effect,  or  we  should  have  had  his  despatches  likewise. 

The  miserable  Prince  of  Hesse  affords  his  friends  in  England  some 
merriment,  but  he  can  make  use  of  the  old  adage,  let  them  laugh 
who  win.  He  has  the  absurdity  to  be  angry  with  your  Gazetteer  of 
Utrecht,  and  the  English  news  writers  ;  and  his  Minister  there  is 
ordered  to  complain  on  the  subject.  The  reflections  of  the  English 
Minister,  Lord  Suffolk,  on  this  complaint,  are  as  curious  as  they  are 
just,  and  merit  well  reaching  the  Prince.  If  he  bribes  me  with  a 
part  of  his  slave-money,  he  shall  have  the  letter  at  length,  signed 
"  Suffolk."  I  always  said,  and  have  now  proof  positive  before  me, 
that  in  the  height  of  English  arrogance  and  success,  their  Chatham- 
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aping  Minister,  Lr  George  Germain,  meant  to  hold  the  same 
language  to  Frai  'hat  they  unfortunately  did  to  Holland,  and 
were  prepared,  s  i  this  Court  show  the  least  refractoriness,  to 
begin  the  same  gam^  Jiey  played  in  1756.  An  open  war  they  have 
never  feared  from  France,  for  they  were  well  assured  that  would  not 
be  the  case,  but  the  French  preparation  gave  them  a  good  excuse 
for  arming  completely,  and  for  drawing  money  from  the  people,  and 
the  American  Minister,  Lord  George  Germain,  was  too  shrewd  to 
let  slip  an  opportunity.  We  paid  so  much  respect  to  your  States 
that  we  would  not  seize  Sir  Joseph  Yorke's  messenger  in  the  packet 
from  Helvoetsluys,  for  we  could  have  boarded  her  with  as  much  ease 
as  the  others. 

I  have  not  time  to  communicate  the  thousand  little  particulars 
which  have  lately  been  inspected  by  me,  but  hope  to  have  a  future 
opportunity  of  doing  it.  Our  captain,  being  in  search  of  bank  bills 
and  bills  of  exchange,  did  not  pay  much  attention  io  personages,  for 
which  I  am  heartily  vexed  ;  however,  good  nature  must  make  allow- 
ances. This  matter  will  occasion  a  little  bustle,  perhaps  a  great 
deal.  I  had  rather  be  sent  home  to  fight  manfully,  or  to  make  peace 
politically,  than  to  be  in  this  miserable  shilly-shally  way  here.  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  Hopkins's  squadron,  all  but 
two,  have  got  to  sea  ;  so  that  Sir  Peter  Parker  may  write  information 
to  the  Ministry,  and  this  will  be  giving  a  good  account  of  them,  as  he 
promised.  Our  levies  went  on  swimmingly,  and  had  the  Howes, 
sent  out  from  here,  arrived  there  when  it  was  intended  they  should, 
we  should  have  pushed  Howe  again  to  Halifax. 

I  am,  &;c.,  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


B.  FRANKLIN  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

gj„  Passy,  near  Paris,  May  12th,  1777. 

Last  night  we  received  a  packet  from  North  America  with  some 
advices,  of  which  I  send  you  the  substance.  I  see  your  letters  now 
and  then  to  Mr.  Deane  and  Mr.  Carmichael,  and  thank  you  for  the 
kind  mention  made  of  me  in  them.  I  am  so  bad  a  correspondent 
that  I  do  not  desire  a  letter  from  you  directly. 

But  I  am,  nevertheless,  with  great  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  affec- 
tionate friend,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

P.  S.   I  suppose  Mr.  Deane  has  sent  you  the  bill. 
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TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AIRS. 

Ami  .1,  May  16th,  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

I  send  you,  with  some  gazettes,  an  extract  of  my  last  despatch, 
and  a  piece  entitled  '^ Advice  to  the  Hessians,'^  which,  having  passed 
about  in  manuscript  through  this  country,  was  afterwards  printed  in 
a  handbill,  and  at  length  inserted  in  the  periodicals.  The  day 
before  yesterday,  the  14th,  the  bookseller  Rey  received  from  the 
Hague  the  following  note,  which  he  immediately  sent  to  me  at  a 
country  house  where  I  am  residing,  thinking  I  might  know  the 
person  interested,  which  I  do  not : 

"  Mr.  Rey  is  desired  to  inform  the  author  of  'Advice  to  the  Hes- 
sians' to  quit  Holland  immediately.  Orders  are  despatched  to  arrest 
him." 

I  am  not  at  present  at  the  Hague,  but  as  soon  as  I  shall  be  able 
to  return  thither,  I  will  inform  myself  of  this  affair.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  think  it  is  false  that  they  have  given  such  orders,  and  that 
this  letter  was  only  written  to  intimidate,  as  was  that  written  from 
Cassel  to  one  of  our  journalists. 

I  am  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  devote  all  my  time  to  your  service. 
I  might  contract  many  connexions  and  acquaintances,  and  make 
some  useful  journeys,  profiting  by  favorable  circumstances  and 
moments  both  at  the  Hague  and  Amsterdam,  which  I  am  now 
obliged  to  let  escape,  not  being  able  to  go  and  remain  as  long  as  is 
necessary  in  these  cities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c.,  DUMAS. 


SILAS  DEANE  TO  C.   W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Paris,  June  7th,  1777. 

Sir, 
I  understand  that  the  British  Minister's  emissaries  are  very  busy 
in  Holland  propagating  reports  of  an  accommodation  between  the 
Congress  and  Great  Britain.  They  are  playing  the  same  game 
here.  I  have  long  since  been  convinced  that  there  is  no  action  too 
atrocious  for  them  to  attempt,  nor  any  report  too  ridiculous  and 
improbable  for  them  to  propagate  to  serve  their  purposes.     The  last 
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authentic  intelligence  from  Congress,  or  from  New  York,  was  about 
the  10th  of  April,  when  there  was  not  the  least  prospect  of  any 
accommodation.  The  sole  overture  that  had  been  made  was  a  hint, 
I  may  say,  from  General  Lee,  that  Lord  and  General  Howe  wished 
to  renew  a  conference  with  the  Congress,  and  to  open  a  treaty,  to 
which  the  Congress  replied  they  would  neither  confer  nor  treat 
till  their  independence  should  be  acknowledged.  You  will  there- 
fore see  at  once  how  very  little  ground  there  is  for  such  kind  of 
assertions. 

I  have  seen  such  strange  and  unexpected  events,  as  well  as  been 
witness  to  such  extraordinary  conduct,  that  I  am  almost  beyond 
being  surprised  at  any  thing;  yet  should  an  accommodation  take 
place  between  those  contending  nations  whilst  the  Congress  have 
the  least  prospect  of  foreign  succor  and  support,  I  confess  I  shall 
be  greatly  surprised.  But  if  the  British  Ministry,  as  they  roundly 
assert,  are  assured  that  no  Power  in  Europe  will  countenance  the 
United  States  in  their  independence,  and  if  they  can  bring  the 
Congress  to  believe  the  same,  who  will  be  surprised  if  they  make 
terms,  and  accommodate,  rather  than  hazard  longer  a  contest  with 
the  most  formidable  Power  in  Europe  and  its  allies,  without  prospect 
on  their  part  of  aid  or  support?  I  say,  who  will  be  surprised,  or 
rather  who  will  not  be  surprised,  should  they  still  persist  in  continu- 
ing the  war  unsupported  ?  However,  I,  who  know  my  countrymen 
perfectly,  and  the  principles  by  which  they  are  actuated,  do  not 
believe  they  will  ever  accommodate  on  terms  lower  than  independ- 
ence; yet  in  the  same  situation,  and  with  the  same  offers  made 
them,  I  am  certain  any  other  people  in  the  world  would  accommo- 
date. 

You  are  not  to  impute  what  I  say  to  vanity.  I  am  not  raising  my 
countrymen  above  every  other  nation  in  the  world ;  far  from  it ;  but 
they  are  a  new  people,  and  have  certain  notions  that  are  either  new 
in  the  world,  or  have  been  so  long  unpracticed  upon  and  unheard 
of,  except  in  the  speculations  of  philosophers,  that  it  is  difficult, 
perhaps  impossible,  to  compare  them  with  any  other  nation.  Unpre- 
judiced reason,  and  plain  common  sense,  will  enable  the  kw  to 
judge ;  but  the  many,  the  ninety-nine  of  one  hundred  at  least,  will 
determine  as  usual  by  the  event.  I  am  not  fond  of  bold  assertions 
or  predictions,  but  I  dare  hazard  my  credit  upon  it,  that  either  no 
accommodation  on  any  terras,  v/ill  take  place,  or,  if  it  does,  a  war 
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in  Europe  will  be  the  immediate  consequence ;  and  I  submit  it  to 
the  consideration  of  those  Ministers  and  politicians  who  are  afraid 
to  offend  Great  Britain  now,  whilst  America  alone  employs  more 
than  her  whole  natural  force,  how  they  will  be  able  to  contend  with 
her  when  at  peace  and  on  good  terms,  perhaps  in  alliance  with 
America  ? 

Universal  monarchy  has  at  many  periods  been  feared  from  the 
House  of  Bourbon,  and  England  has  been  exhausted  to  prevent  it ; 
she  has  engaged  allies  pretendedly  to  keep  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  as  it  is  ridiculously  and  unintelligibly  termed  by  European 
politicians ;  but  you  will  permit  an  American  to  give  his  sentiments ; 
they  may  at  least  divert  and  make  you  smile.  From  the  period 
when  the  feudal  system  prevailed  over  all  Europe,  when  every  lord 
was  Sovereign,  to  this  hour,  the  number  of  kingdoms  or  distinct 
Powers  in  Europe  has  been  decreasing,  and  if  we  look  three  centuries 
back,  and  reckon  up  the  distinct  Powers  then  existing  and  compare 
them  with  those  of  the  present,  and  extend  our  view  forward,  the 
whole  must,  at  some  not  very  distant  period  be  brought  into  one ; 
for  not  an  age  passes,  and  scarce  a  single  war,  without  annihilating 
or  swallowing  up  several  of  them.  But  from  what  quarter  is  this 
universal  empire  in  Europe  to  originate  ?  I  answer  negatively  ;  not 
from  the  House  of  Bourbon,  though  formidable  for  its  connexions 
and  alliances  in  the  south  ;  but  I  will  venture  to  predict,  that  if 
Great  Britain,  by  forming  an  accommodation  of  friendship  and 
alliance  with  the  United  States,  renders  herself,  as  by  that  measure 
she  easily  can,  mistress  of  that  world,  by  taking  the  affairs  of  the 
East  Indies  into  her  own  hands,  she  will  be  in  possession  of  exhaust- 
less  treasure,  and  in  1780  the  charter  of  the  East  India  Company 
expires,  when  both  the  territory  and  commerce  will  be  at  her  dis- 
posal. Add  to  all  this  her  strict  and  close  alliance  with  Russia.  1 
say  that,  laying  these  circumstances  together,  it  is  easy  to  foresee 
that  Great  Britain,  America,  and  Russia  united,  will  command,  not 
barely  Europe,  but  the  whole  world  united. 

Russia,  like  America,  is  a  new  State,  and  rises  with  the  most 
astonishing  rapidity.  Its  demand  for  British  manufactures  and  its 
supplies  of  raw  materials  increase  nearly  as  fast  as  the  American  ; 
and  when  both  come  to  centre  in  Great  Britain,  the  riches,  as  well 
as  power,  of  that  kingdom  will  be  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of 
Europe,  or  perhaps  of  the  world.     Like  a  Colossus,  with  one  foot 
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on  Russia  and  the  East,  and  the  other  on  America,  it  will  bestride, 
as  Shakspeare  says,  your  poor  European  world,  and  the  Powers 
which  now  strut  and  look  big,  will  creep  about  between  its  legs  to 
find  dishonorable  graves. 

I  dare  say  you  smile  at  my  prophecy,  but  you  will  observe  it  is  a 
conditional  one,  and  I  am  persuaded,  like  most  other  prophecies, 
will  neither  be  believed  nor  understood,  until  verified  by  the  event, 
which,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  laboring,  like  my  good  predecessors 
of  old,  (who  prophecied  grievous  things,)  to  prevent  taking  place  if 
possible ;  for  it  is  my  ultimate  and  early  wish  that  America  may 
forever  be  as  unconnected  with  the  politics  or  interests  of  Europe, 
as  it  is  by  nature  situated  distant  from  it,  and  that  the  friendly  ties 
arising  from  a  free,  friendly,  and  independent  commerce  may  be  the 
only  ties  between  us. 

Adieu,  SILAS  DEANE. 


WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Paris,  June  13th,  1777. 

Sir, 

We  are  still  without  any  news  from  America,  except  what  we  get 
by  the  way  of  England.  The  campaign  was  not  opened  the  end  of 
April,  Howe  being  scarce  of  provisions,  and  without  forage.  I  have 
seen  a  letter  from  an  English  officer  in  the  service,  dated  the  25th 
of  that  month,  and  have  been  much  pleased  with  the  sight  of  it ;  a 
horrid  pleasure,  which  derives  its  source  from  the  prospect  of  human 
misery.  The  flux  raged  much  in  the  army  of  the  Philistines,  as  the 
saints  of  New  England  style  it,  owing  to  their  food,  salted  meat, 
and  no  vegetables.  I  believe  a  certain  brig  from  a  place  called 
Rotterdam,  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  chosen  people,  for  one 
of  my  countrymen  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  a  small  vessel  of  about 
twenty  tons  on  purpose  to  take  her ;  at  least  he  informs  me  that  he 
had  carried  into  Cherbourg  a  brig  laden  with  about  two  hundred 
hogsheads  of  Geneva,  some  pitch,  oil,  &;c.,  from  Rotterdam ;  which 
said  articles  will,  before  this  reaches  you,  be  metamorphosed  into 
louis  d'ors  of  France. 

I  have  crossed  the  Chesapeake  in  this  very  ferry-boat  in  which 
my  bold  countryman  crossed  the  Atlantic.  I  had  been  told  by  a 
man  high  in  office  in  England  that  resistance  was  a  chimera  in  us, 
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since  their  armed  vessels  would  swarm  so  much  in  our  rivers  as  even 
to  intercept  the  ferry-boats.  His  assertions  are  verified  vice  versa ; 
our  ferry-boats  ruin  their  commerce.  You  smile,  and  think  me 
amusing  you.  Be  assured  that  is  not  the  case.  This  very  little 
boat  took  on  her  passage  another  brig  of  two  hundred  tons,  from 
Alicant,  and  sent  her  into  America.  She  also  took  four  or  five  ves- 
sels in  the  Channel,  chiefly  smugglers,  and  plundered  them  of  their 
cash,  and  the  captain  being  a  good  natured  fellow  let  them  go,  as  he 
did  a  transport,  which  he  took  in  sight  of  a  man-(3f-war,  and  was 
obliged  to  give  her  up,  bringing  off,  however,  with  him  his  people. 
He  has  promised  for  the  future  to  burn  those  he  cannot  send  in,  and 
I  believe  will  be  as  good  as  his  word.  This  is  the  way  the  English 
serve,  not  only  ours,  but  the  French  vessels  which  they  take  on  our 
coast.  The  captain  tells  me  he  was  told  this  last  circumstance  by 
several  French  captains  whom  he  saw  prisoners  (himself  a  prisoner) 
at  New  York.  The  eyes  of  this  Court  will  be  opened,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  before  it  is  too  late,  a  war  being  inevitable,  in  my  opinion,  to 
force  an  accommodation.  They  will  unite  with  us  on  our  own 
terms,  and  discerning  from  the  past  how  little  effective  assistance  we 
have  to  hope  frotn  France  for  the  future,  will  make  a  war  with  this 
nation  one  article  of  the  Federal  Union.  Whichever  strikes  first  will 
probably  succeed.  Our  valuable  commerce  is  more  hurt  on  the 
French  coast  than  on  our  own.  We  have  lost  above  £60,000 
sterling  from  South  Carolina  only,  all  which  was  coming  to  be  laid 
out  for  French  manufactures.  It  is  a  fact  at  present  that  the  manu- 
facturers of  this  country  cannot  execute  so  fast  as  they  receive 
orders. 

The  English  papers  published  by  the  authority  of  General  Howe 
at  New  York  tell,  with  triumph,  that  one  of  their  cruisers  has  sunk 
a  twenty  gun  French  ship  at  some  distance  from  the  Delaware,  and 
every  soul  perished.  We  have  some  fears  that  this  is  the  Amphi- 
trite.  Another  ship  was  taken,  French  property,  a  few  leagues 
from  the  harbor  of  St.  Pierre,  which  she  had  just  quitted.  If  they 
dare  do  this  in  their  present  critical  situation,  what  will  they  not 
dare  if  successful,  or  at  peace  and  united  with  us  ? 

I  wrote  you  before  what  I  repeat  again,  that  had  General  Howe 
got  possession  of  Philadelphia  last  winter,  as  insolent  a  memorial  as 
that  presented  by  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  would  have  been  presented  by 
Lord  Stormont  here,  and  had  not  their   demands  been   instantly 
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complied  with,  the  immediate  destruction  of  the  French  commerce 
would  have  been  the  consequence.  All  the  navy,  all  the  army 
contracts  are  made  for  five  years  in  England.  Letters  of  marque 
were  given  to  contractors  and  friends  of  Government,  for  what  ?  To 
cruise  against  our  trade  ?  No ;  but  to  be  ready,  at  a  signal  given, 
to  enrich  themselves  by  the  first  captures  on  the  French  nation  ;  for 
the  gleanings  of  our  commerce  are  no  object  to  a  private  adventurer, 
assured  as  the  English  Ministry  are  of  the  pacific  intentions  of  this 
Court.  From 'the  quarter  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last,  they  will 
try  his  patience,  and  they  do  right,  for  the  only  hope  they  now  have 
of  conquering  us  is  to  deprive  us  of  the  means  of  resistance,  and  the 
hopes  of  foreign  aid  which  keeps  up  the  spirits  of  the  people.  If  the 
Amphitrite  is  really  lost.  General  Washington  will  open  the  campaign 
without  any  of  their  military  stores,  so  long  promised  and  so  vainly 
expected,  except  about  twelve  thousand  muskets. 

We  expect  with  impatience  direct  news  from  America ;  the 
moment  it  arrives  I  will  communicate  it  to  you.  The  gentlemen  are 
well,  and  beg  me  to  present  compliments. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  &c.,  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

P.  S.  You  will  not  mention  publicly,  for  particular  reasons,  the 
history  of  the  little  privateer.  When  the  Captain  of  our  small 
privateer  boarded  the  transport,  and  told  him  he  was  his  prisoner,  he 
very  insolently  asked  where  his  ship  was,  not  conceiving  that  any 
person  would  have  crossed  the  ocean  in  so  small  a  boat. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Gentlemen,  June  14th,  1777. 

I  have  escaped,  as  much  as  I  am  able,  from  my  chains,  to  make 
journeys  to  the  Hague,  Amsterdam,  and  Rotterdam,  in  order  to 
maintain  and  increase  useful  acquaintances ;  and  when  I  obtain  any 
light,  I  communicate  it  to  friends.  The  great  majority,  almost  the 
whole  of  our  merchants  are  for  you.  The  regencies  of  our  cities, 
and  among  others,  Amsterdam,  seem  to  take  part  with  the  Court, 
which  is  allied  with  and  friendly  to  England.  But  all  this  is  preca- 
rious, and  will  change  with  your  fortune.  Let  us  hear  of  a  successful 
campaign,  and  your  friends  will  show  themselves,  your  partizans  will 
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multiply  ;  they  will  lose  by  degrees  this  panic  of  terror  for  a  Power 
that  is  not  loved  by  the  multitude.  These  persons  are  chiefly  large 
annuitants,  whose  hearts  are  in  the  sources  of  their  income. 
■  Another  important  truth  which  I  have  learned  at  Amsterdam  is, 
that  no  banking  house  is  willing  to  take  part,  to  the  amount  of  a 
shilling,  in  the  loan  of  five  millions  sterling  which  England  has 
raised,  because  they  were  not  content  with  the  offered  premium,  and 
with  her  solidity,  nor  sure  of  selling  the  stock  in  detail.  Distrust 
increases  here  in  proportion  as  England  sinks.  The  premium  ought 
to  be  two  and  a  half  per  cent.,  but  we  know  that  in  England  even 
the  bankers  are  content  with  their  sales  in  detail  at  five  eighths  per 
cent. 

I  have  made  acquaintance  and  connexion  with  a  house  to  whom  I 
shall  address  in  future  all  my  despatches  for  you,  and  under  cover  to 
whom  you  may  in  safety  address  to  me  your  letters,  viz.,  Messrs. 
Laland  h  Fynge,  merchants,  Amsterdam.  If  you  will  send  me 
regularly,  by  your  vessels  going  to  St.  Eustatia  and  Curacoa,  one  at 
least  of  your  best  public  papers  to  the  address  above  pointed  out,  or 
in  the  packets  of  friends  in  France,  I.  will  make  good  use  of  it  for 
your  service  in  our  periodical  papers.  They  complain  everywhere 
of  knowing  nothing  of  your  affairs  but  what  the  English  wish  Europe 
should  know ;  and  on  this  subject  we  have  often  to  wait  some  months 
before  the  truth  is  unfolded  from  a  heap  of  impostures,  which  do  not 
fail  sometimes  to  answer  the  malice  of  your  enemies  in  leaving  false 
impressions  on  minds,  which  I  wish  to  be  able  to  destroy  in  their 
birth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sic,  DUMAS. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

August  22d,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 
In  spite  of  my  extreme  circumspection,  your  enemies  are  not 
altogether  without  knowledge  of  me,  and,  not  able  to  persecute  me 
openly,  are  endeavoring  secretly  to  deprive  me  of  my  post  in  this 
country.  I  sent  an  account  yesterday  to  Paris,  and  to-day  to  a 
certain  person  at  the  Hague,  of  what  has  happened  to  me.  I  am 
sustained  in  all  my  losses  by  the  firm  resolution  to  live  and  die  the 
faithful  servant  of  United  America,  and  by  consequence,  also,  with 
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the  most  profound  respect  for  the  honorable  general  Congress  and 
yourselves.     God  bless  your  just  arms. 

September  5th. — It  would  be  useless  for  me  to  give  you  copies  of 
the  last  letters  that  I  wrote  to  Paris.  They  chiefly  concern  myself; 
and  I  await  their  answers.  I  will  say  only  in  general  here,  that, 
from  the  moment  when  I  was  first  honored  with  your  orders  and 
your  confidence,  I  have  devoted  to  you,  in  every  event,  my  person, 
services,  and  fidelity ;  and  this  for  the  love  I  bear  to  your  cause,  and 
on  the  most  perfect  conviction  of  its  justice.  I  have  conducted 
myself  in  the  execution  of  your  orders  with  all  imaginable  prudence, 
circumspection,  and  patience.  At  last,  however,  I  am  the  victim  of 
the  suspicions  and  implacable  hatred  of  your  enemies.  They  have 
found  it  an  easy  task  to  injure  me  indirectly  in  the  sordid,  ungrateful, 
and  treacherous  heart  of  a  person  on  whom  my  fortune  depended, 
and  who  is  devoted  to  them.  I  should  be  ruined,  with  my  family, 
if  I  had  not  firm  confidence  of  receiving  in  your  service  the  annual 
stipend  allotted  for  their  subsistence  of  which  I  have  been  deprived. 
To  this  injustice  they  have  added  the  insult  of  tempting  me  by 
deceitful  offers,  which  I  have  rejected  with  disdain,  because  I  could 
not  accept  them  without  exposing  your  secrets,  or  at  least  degrading 
the  character  with  which  you  have  honored  me  in  the  eyes  of  those 
who  have  knowledge  of  it.  My  refusal  has  exasperated  them  against 
me ;  they  will  secretly  ruin  me  as  far  as  they  are  able.  But  I  have 
said  enough  of  myself. 

Your  enemies  have  begun  to  take  the  Dutch  vessels  in  Europe  as 
well  as  in  America ;  among  others,  one  for  St.  Eustatia.  They  are 
impatient  at  Amsterdam  to  know  how  the  Regency  will  take  this  ;  and 
they  write  me  that  this  circumstance  will  probably  be  the  cause  of  the 
detention  of  vessels  bound  for  the  Islands  two  months  in  this  port. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Hague,  October  14th,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 
If  I  do  not  speak  to  you  in  all  my  letters  of  the  person  with 
whom  you  know  I  am  connected  at  the  Hague,  it  is  not  because  this 
connexion  does  not  continue  daily,  but  because  it  is  sufficient  to  give 
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an  account  of  our  conferences  to  your  honorable  commission  in 
Europe,  and  also,  considering  the  time  that  my  packets  are  on  the 
way,  my  reports  would  be  as  superfluous  and  useless  to  you  as  they 
would  be  long  and  difficult  to  decypher,  or  dangerous  to  transmit 
without  cypher.  The  enemy  alone  would  be  able  to  profit  by  them. 
Moreover,  I  doubt  not  but  your  Commissioners  transmit  to  you  the 
result  of  all  that  passes. 

Our  States-General  are  assembled,  and  they  have  begun  with 
labors  which  by  no  means  please  your  enemies.  The  first  was  to 
make  a  claim  directly,  in  the  name  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  upon 
the  English  Minister  for  the  Dutch  vessel  destined  for  St.  Eustatia, 
and  taken  in  the  Channel  by  an  English  vessel-of-war,  under  the 
pretext  that  the  vessel  was  American  built.  (Tlie  Dutch  had 
purchased  her  at  Halifax.)  Our  States  have  sent  instructions  on 
this  subject  to  their  Envoy  at  London,  with  orders  to  have  discon- 
tinued whatever  process  has  been  instituted  by  the  captor  before  the 
English  judges  against  this  vessel ;  and  an  order  also  to  the  owners 
of  the  vessel  and  cargo  not  to  plead  before  the  judges,  because  they 
have  proved  here  that  they  had  conformed  in  all  things  to  the  laws  of 
this  country,  and  to  its  conventions  with  Great  Britain.  We  are 
impatient  here  to  learn  the  answer  of  England. 

Their  second  debate  was  on  a  petition  in  very  strong  terms,  signed 
by  a  hundred  of  the  principal  commercial  houses  of  Amsterdam, 
(except  the  house  of  Hope,  devoted  to  England,)  for  the  purpose  of 
asking  a  convoy  for  their  vessels  going  to  the  West  Indies. 

I  have  all  this  from  the  best  authority  ;  as  also  that  the  party  of 
your  enemies  in  this  country,  though  yet  considerable,  are  visibly 
losing  their  influence,  and  cannot  fail  to  succumb,  especially  if  the 
English  continue  to  seize  our  vessels,  and  if  they  wish  to  engage  this 
Republic  to  involve  itself  in  a  war  on  their  account;  for  we  desire 
here  to  be  at  peace  with  all  the  world. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF   FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

December  16th,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 
I  congratulate  you  and  the  honorable  Congress,  and  all  United 
America,  with  all  my  heart.     This  news  (Burgoyne's  capture)  has 
Vol.  v.— 16 
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made  the  greatest  possible  sensation  in  this  countiy  ;  a  deep  conster- 
nation among  those  who  have  all  their  interest  in  England  ;  a  marked 
joy  among  those  who  hate  your  enemies.  My  correspondent  at 
Amsterdam  writes  thus : 

"Many  thanks  for  the  prompt  advice  of  the  affair  so  glorious  for 
our  friends.  Letters  from  England  received  here  this  morning 
confirm  it  entirely.  All  was  in  motion  to-day  in  our  cafes  and  on 
the  exchange.  The  Royalists  here  are  entirely  depressed,  and  even 
fear  the  like  catastrophe  for  General  Hov^^e  if  he  hazard  himself 
further  into  the  country." 

This  news  has  made  an  astonishing  impression  every  where;  all 
is  considered  lost  to  the  English. 

December  19^/i.— I  have  received  advice  from  my  correspondents, 
to  whom  1  had  forvv^arded  packets  according  to  your  orders,  by  which 
they  inform  me,  under  date  of  26th  of  September  and  18th  of  Octo- 
ber, of  having  received  and  forwarded  my  packets  for  you.  My 
correspondent  at  Amsterdam  who  transmitted  them  to  me,  has 
pointed  me  to  the  following  passage :  "  The  Anti-Americans  are  not 
yet  recovered  from  their  fright ;  they  see  the  Americans  at  present 
vv'ith  a  different  eye,  and  desire  strongly  that  the  Ministry  may  be 
changed,  that  by  mild  means  we  may  obtain  peace  as  favorable  as 
possible."  Another  writes  from  Rotterdam :  "  I  received  on  the 
11th  the  account  of  the  victory  of  General  Gates.  It  was  pulled 
out  of  my  hands.  I  pray  you,  as  soon  as  you  receive  advice  that 
Howe  has  done  as  well  as  Burgoyne,  to  let  me  have  the  great 
pleasure  of  knowing  it  first,  that  I  may  regale  many  persons  with 
the  news.  You  cannot  think  what  a  bustle  there  is  yet  in  all 
companies  and  cafes  about  this  affair,  and  how  they  fall  on  the 
English  Ministers." 

We  have  confirmation  from  Germany  of  the  increasing  obstruc- 
tions which  the  levying  of  recruits  against  America  meets  with. 

I  this  moment  learn  that  the  States-General  have  despatched 
messengers  of  State  extraordinary  to  all  the  Provinces ;  and  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  the  contents  of  their  despatches,  which  are 
kept  secret,  relate  only  to  the  catastrophe  which  the  English  have 
suffered  in  America,  and  to  the  consequences  which  it  is  presumed 
it  will  have,  as  well  on  this  side  of  the  ocean  as  on  the  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ho,.,  DUMAS 
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TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Hague,  April  14ih,  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  being  able  to  apprize  you  that  since  the 
declaration  of  France,  made  here  the  18th  of  March,  affairs  have 
taken  in  this  country  a  most  favorable  turn.  My  last  journey  to 
Amsterdam  has  not  been  useless.  But  I  cannot  trust  to  paper  and 
to  the  vicissitudes  of  so  long  a  voyage  the  detail  of  my  operations. 
I  constantly  give  information  to  your  honorable  Commissioners,  to 
whom  I  write  almost  every  post.  I  will  say  only  in  general  that  the 
cabal  of  your  enemies  fails  in  all  the  attempts  it  has  made  to  engage 
this  Republic  to  put  herself  in  the  breach  for  them.  The  Republic 
is  firmly  determined  to  the  most  perfect  neutrality  if  there  be  war; 
and  I  wait  only  the  letters  of  the  honorable  Commissioners  at  Paris, 
whom  I  have  requested  to  propose  a  friendship  and  commerce  direct 
and  avovved  between  your  States  and  theirs.* 

We  are  preparing  a  third  piece  upon  credit.  I  will  add  copies  of 
it  to  my  packet  when  it  is  printed. 

At  the  moment  I  am  about  to  seal  my  packet,  I  learn  for  certain 
"  that  Lord  Chatham  on  the  7th  of  April  in  the  House  of  Lords 
pleaded  with  so  much  warmth  for  not  giving  up  the  dependence  of 
America,  nor  giving  away  the  Americans,  because  he  considered 
them  a  hereditament  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Bishop  of  Osna- 
burgh,  and  the  whole  royal  line  of  Brunswick,  that  he  fainted  away, 
but  was  soon  recovered  by  the  aid  of  two  physicians.  He  confessed, 
however,  that  he  did  not  know  vi^hat  the  means  were  of  preserving 
both." 

I  have  the  honor,  &;c.,  DUMAS.f 

TO  M.  VAN  BERCKEL,  PENSIONARY  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

July  27th,  1778. 
Sir, 

Directed  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States  of  America 


*  On  this  subject  see  a  letter  to  M.  Dumas,  in  the  Commissioners'  Correspond- 
ence, Vol.  I.,  p.  333. 

t  For  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  M.  Dumas,  dated  May 
14th,  1778,  see  the  Correspondence  of  the  Commissioners  in  France,  Vol.  I.,  p. 
281. 
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in  Paris  to  send  you  the  annexed  copy  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  concluded  between  France  and  the  said  United  States, 
with  the  testimony  of  the  high  esteem  and  consideration  they  have 
for  you  in  particular,  and  for  all  the  honorable  members  of  the 
Regency  of  Amsterdam  in  general,  I  acquit  myself  of  these  orders 
with  all  the  satisfaction  and  eagerness  which  my  respectful  devotion 
to  the  interest  of  this  Republic  dictates.  The  Plenipotentiaries  pray 
you,  sir,  to  communicate  this  treaty  in  such  a  manner  that  copies  of 
it  may  not  be  multiplied  until  they  have  written  me  that  it  may  be 
published  and  in  the  hands  of  all  the  world.  I  have  carried  this 
morning  to  iMr.  a  like  copy  with  the  same  request. 

I  add  to  this  a  proclamation  of  Congress  that  I  have  received,  and 
the  communication  of  which  I  think  will  give  you  pleasure.  It  will 
appear  in  the  gazettes  in  French  and  Dutch,  and  ought  to  satisfy  all 
the  maritime  Powers,  no  less  than  it  does  honor  to  the  sagacity  and 
equity  of  Congress. 

I  am,  with  the  truest  respect,  he,  DUMAS. 


M.  VAN  BERCKEL  TO  C,  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Amsterdam,  July  31st,  1778. 
Sir, 
I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  kindness  you  have  done  in 
sending  me  the  copy  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  concluded 
between  France  and  the  United  States  of  America.  And  as  it  was 
at  the  request  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  said  United  States,  may 
I  venture  to  ask  you  to  testify  to  those  gentlemen  the  gratitude  of 
the  Regency  of  Amsterdam  in  general,  and  my  own  in  particular, 
for  this  mark  of  distinction.  May  we  hope  that  circumstances  will 
permit  us  soon  to  give  evidence  of  the  high  esteem  we  have  for  the 
new  Republic,  clearly  raised  up  by  the  help  of  Providence,  while  the 
spirit  of  despotism  is  subdued  ;  and  let  us  desire  to  make  leagues  of 
amity  and  commerce  between  the  respective  subjects,  which  shall 
last  even  to  the  end  of  time.  What  troubles  me  is  that  it  is  not  in 
our  power  to  make  the  other  members  of  the  Government  do  as  we 
could  wish  ;  in  which  case  the  Republic  would  be  at  once  disposed 
to  another  course.  But  I  am  persuaded  that  the  Americans  are 
too  wise  not  to  penetrate  the  true  causes,  or  to  attribute  the  inaction 
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of  until  the  present  time  to  any  want  of  esteem  and 

affection . for  the  United  States. 

This  Republic  is  full  of  people  who  think  rightly,  but  there  will 
be  found  here,  as  elsewhere,  partizans  of  a  certain  system,  who, 
by  their  ignorance  or  stupidity,  or  by  the  wickedness  of  their  hearts 
and  abominable  vices,  hinder  the  people  from  doing  as  much  as  they 
could  wish.  I  expect  to  hear  important  news  in  the  actual  circum- 
stances of  Europe,  and  am  impatient  to  receive  some  which  may 
have  a  good  effect  on  the  affair  in  question.  I  shall  take  care  that 
the  abovementioned  treaty  does  not  go  into  bad  hands,  and  that  no 
copy  be  made  before  the  time.* 

VAN  BERCKEL. 


TO  M.  VAN  BERCKEL. 

The  Hague,  August  17th,  1778. 
Sir, 
I  have  had  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  I  intended  answering 
your  favor  of  the  31st  of  July  last,  wherein  you  did  me  the  honor  of 
charging  me  to  send  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  Paris,  the  testimony  of  the  satisfaction  that  had  been 
given  to  the  honorable  Regency  of  your  city  and  to  you  in  partic- 
ular, by  the  transmission  of  a  copy  of  their  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  with  France.  Not  only  has  your  request  been  complied 
with  by  transmitting  to  those  gentlemen  a  copy  of  your  letter,  but  I 
did  more  ;  for  having  occasion  at  the  same  time  to  write  to  America 
directly,  I  have  added  another  copy  for  Congress.  That  body, 
therefore,  will,  without  delay,  be  informed  of  the  benevolent  sym- 
pathy which  the  Republic  in  her  turn  feels  for  her  worthy  sister,  as 
also  of  the  happy  effects  which  this  sympathy  cannot  fail  to  produce, 
when  the  obstacle  unfortunately  attached  to  the  ship  shall  have  lost 
the  power  of  obstructing  her  progress.  Meantime,  continue,  sir,  by 
your  patriotic  efforts  to  clear  away  difficulties,  to  provide  means, 
and  to  hasten  the  moment  of  a  connexion  so  desirable  on  both  sides, 
and  present  and  future  generations  will  bless  your  name  and  your 
memory. 


*For  other  particulars  on  this  subject,  see  the  Correspondence  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  France,  Vol.  I.,  pp.  274,  332,  338. 


246  CHARLES  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

You  will  have  seen  by  the  gazettes,  and  especially  by  that  of 
Leyden,  with  what  unanimity  and  dignity  the  United  States  dis- 
dained the  propositions,  injurious  to  their  good,  great,  and  august 
ally,  as  well  as  to  tiieir  own  majesty,  made  to  them  by  the  British 
Commissioners.  I  have  in  hand  and  will  show  you  the  authentic 
proofs  of  this,  as  well  as  of  the  horror  which  the  Americans  have  of 
ever  returning  under  the  iron  sceptre  they  have  broken.  This 
confounds  the  falsehoods  that  have  been  uttered  and  kept  up  with 
so  much  complacency  in  this  country.  Will  they  never  cease  to 
give  credit  to  such  impudent  assertions?  I  cannot  forbear  to  tran- 
scribe what  a  friend*  has  written  me.  This  friend  does  not  know 
in  detail  what  I  have  been  doing  here.  He  had  asked  me  how  I 
advanced.     I  had  told  him  festina  lentt. 

"  In  general,"  says  he,  "  I  am  not  disposed  to  precipitation, 
especially  in  important  affairs.  But  I  cannot  help  saying  that  there 
may  be  some  danger  of  the  good  people  in  Holland  losing  some 
advantages  in  commerce  with  America  by  their  too  great  caution.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  British  JMinistry  have  already  sent 
orders  to  their  commissioners  to  give  up  the  point  of  independence, 
provided  they  can  obtain  some  exclusive  benefit  in  America." 

I  wish,  however,  that  we  could  concert  some  new  movement. 
There  is  yet  time  to  think  of  it  before  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly. 
In  all  that  concerns  myself,  I  can  only  promise  my  best  efforts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Hague,  December  3d,  1778. 
Gentlemen, 
The  act  of  despotism,  which  I  announced  to  you  in  my  letter  of 
the  16th,f  was  consummated  on  the  18th  of  November.  The  reso- 
lution adopted  by  the  majority  had  a  specious  design,  to  wit,  to 
refuse  the  commissaries  which  the  English  Ambassador  demanded, 
to  agree  that  the  article  of  naval  stores,  legalized  by  the  treaty  of 
1674,  should  be  for  the  future  contraband ;  but,  in  the  end,  all  was 


*  William  Lee,  who  was  at  this  time  in  Frankfort, 
t  Missing. 
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spoiled  by  the  refusal  of  convoy  to  ships  carrying  these  articles  to 
France. 

But  Amsterdam  has  inserted  in  the  acts  a  formal  protest,  by  which 
this  resolution  is  declared  null,  by  its  having  been  adopted  in  a 
manner  contrary  to  the  constitution,  which  requires  unanimity  in  this 
case.  The  protest  indicates,  at  the  same  time,  the  consequences 
which  this  affair  may  have.  They  may  be  very  serious  if  they  push 
the  city  to  extremities.  The  first  will  be  the  closing  of  the  public 
chest,  as  far  as  concerns  her  contribution  towards  the  expenses  of 
the  confederation.  This  city  alone  pays  about  one  quarter  of  all 
the  expenses  of  the  Republic,  and  if  they  should  push  things  to 
extremity  she  may  ask  succors  of  France,  who  certainly  would  not 
suffer  her  to  be  oppressed.  The  Ministerial  gazettes  in  England 
announce  this  to  their  nation  as  a  great  success.  Qui  vult  decipi 
decipiatur.  On  the  other  side,  France  threatens  to  seize  in  her  turn 
English  property  on  board  of  Dutch  ships,  and  to  deprive  these  of 
the  favors  they  enjoy  in  her  ports,  if  the  Republic  does  not  cause 
her  flag  to  be  respected  by  the  English,  according  to  treaties.  On 
the  15th  the  States  of  the  Province  v/ill  be  reassembled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Uc,  DUMAS 


MEMORIAL  PRESENTED  BY  HIS  EXCELLENCY  THE  DUG  DE  LA  VAUGUY- 
ON,  AMBASSADOR  OF  FRANCE,  TO  THE  STATES-GENERAL  OF  THE 
UNITED  PROVINCES. 

The  Hague,  December  7th,  1778. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
The  conviction  which  the  King  my  master  has  had  that  their 
High  Mightinesses,  animated  with  a  desire  to  perpetuate  the  perfect 
harmony  which  subsists  between  France  and  the  States-General, 
would  conform  themselves  scrupulously,  in  existing  circumstances, 
to  the  principles  of  the  most  absolute  neutrality,  has  induced  his 
Majesty  to  include  the  United  Provinces  in  the  order  that  he  made 
in  the  month  of  July  last  concerning  the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  neutrals.  His  ^Majesty  has  less  room  to  doubt  of  the  perseverance 
of  their  High  Mightinesses  in  these  principles,  because  they  have 
given  him  repeated  assurances,  and  because  they  are  the  basis  and 
most  solid  guarantee  of  the  repose  and  prosperity  of  the  Republic. 
His  Majesty,  however,  thinks  he  ought  to  procure,  in  this  respect. 
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an  entire  certainty ;  and  it  is  with  this  view  that  he  has  directed  me 
to  demand  of  your  High  Mightinesses  an  explanation,  clear  and 
precise,  of  your  final  determination,  and  to  declare  to  you  that  he 
will  decide  according  to  your  answer  to  maintain  or  annul,  so  far 
as  concerns  the  subjects  of  your  High  Mightinesses,  the  orders  which 
he  has  already  given. 

To  make  better  known  to  your  High  Mightinesses  the  views  and 
intentions  of  the  King  my  master,  I  have  the  honor  to  observe  to 
you  that  his  Majesty  flatters  himself  that  you  will  procure  to  the  flag 
of  the  United  Provinces  all  the  freedom  which  belongs  to  it  as  a 
consequence  of  their  independence,  and  to  their  commerce  all  the 
integrity  which  the  law  of  nations  and  treaties  secure  to  it.  The 
least  derogation  from  these  principles  would  manifest  a  partiality,  the 
effect  of  which  would  impose  on  him  the  necessity  of  suspending, 
not  only  the  advantages  that  his  Majesty  has  insured  to  your  flag, 
by  his  order  in  favor  of  neutrals,  but  also  the  material  and  gratuitous 
favors  which  the  commerce  of  the  United  Provinces  enjoys  in  the 
ports  of  his  kingdom,  without  any  other  consideration  than  the  good 
will  and  affection  of  his  Majesty  for  your  High  Mightinesses. 

DUG  DE  LA  VAUGUYON. 


TO  THE   COMMISSIONERS  AT  PARIS. 

The  Hague,  December  18lh,  1778. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  seen  our  friend.  There  are  two  committees  at  work  ;  one 
for  the  new  remonstrances  occasioned  by  the  English,  the  other  on 
the  answer  to  be  made  to  the  memorial  of  the  French  Ambassador. 

December  19th,  forenoon.  The  Admiralty,  it  was  said,  would 
not  be  in  favor  of  an  answer  till  next  week ;  but  measures  were 
taken  to  make  them  pass  one  this  morning,  in  which  were  verba 
pretereaque  nihil ;  there  was  nothing  changed  in  the  restriction  of 
convoy  as  to  naval  provisions.  The  Ambassador  having  been  noti- 
fied of  it,  sent  to-day,  early  in  the  morning,  to  the  Grand  Pensionary 
a  note  so  energetic  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  avoid  giving  a  precise 
answer,  yes  or  no,  which  will  save  or  lose  to  the  Seven  Provinces 
the  commerce  of  France. 

December  I9th,  evening.     In  spite  of  the  note  of  the  Ambassador, 
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the  English  party  has  prevailed  in  the  Provincial  Assembly,  and  all 
except  Amsterdam  have  adopted  by  a  majority  the  opinion  of  the 
Admiralty.  Tliereupon  Amsterdam  delivered  her  protest,  in  which 
she  confirmed  her  former  protest  against  the  resolution  of  the  18th 
of  November.  She  declared  further  that  she  held  herself  irrespon- 
sible and  discharged  of  all  injurious  consequences  to  the  Republic, 
which  the  unsatisfactory  answers  they  had  given  France  might  have. 
Our  friend  has  caused  me  to  read  this  protest,  which  is  moderate, 
but  energetic. 

December  22J.  I  have  a  copy  of  the  resolution  and  protest.  I 
know  on  good  authority  that  the  Court  of  London  has  declared  that 
it  is  no  better  satisfied  with  the  resolution  adopted  on  the  18th  of 
November.  Thus  those  who  have  wished  to  be  wholly  subservient 
to  that  Court  are  very  badly  paid  for  tiieir  complaisance.  The  above 
resolution,  adopted  by  the  majority  of  the  States  of  Holland  on  the 
19th  of  this  month,  has  not  yet  been  presented  to  the  States-General. 
The  Assembly  of  Holland,  which  was  to  have  separated  this  week, 
adjourned  to  Tuesday  next.  The  Deputies  of  the  cities  will  depart 
on  Thursday,  to  seek,  it  is  said,  new  instructions  for  another  answer, 
such  as  the  Ambassador  can  receive.  Those  of  Amsterdam  remain 
here  because  they  have  no  need  of  an  ad  referendum. 

December  24th.  The  British  Court  has  communicated  to  the 
Republic  its  order  which  declares  liable  to  seizure  neutral  ships 
carrying  to  France  munitions  of  war,  military  and  naval.  This  order 
is  directly  contrary  to  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  November,  by 
which  the  States  refuse  to  permit  this  article  to  be  put  in  question, 
which  treaties  secure  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Hague,  December  25th,  1778, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  friends   here  do  all   that  they  can   to  bring   about   future 

connexions  between  the  two  Republics.     The  phrase  that  I  have 

underlined   in    the   Declaration  *  expresses    nothing    else   than   the 

*  This  Declaration  is  missing. 
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authentic  information  which  the  city  of  Amsterdam  has  of  the 
disposition  by  which  a  majority  is  influenced  in  the  Repubhc  See 
in  it  then  only  the  wish  of  the  city,  that  your  virtuous  perseverance 
in  a  union,  on  which  alone  depends  your  sovereignty,  may  frustrate 
this  influence.  It  can  do  nothing  against  you  without  unanimity  ; 
but  without  this  same  unanimity,  all  the  good  will  of  the  city  can  at 
the  present  time  do  nothing  more  for  you,  as  to  the  conclusion  of  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  than  project  it,  in  order  to  have  it 
ready  when  it  shall  be  able  to  propose  it  with  some  appearance  of 
success.  A  copy  of  the  memorial  presented  on  the  7th  of  December, 
by  the  French  Minister  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  was  sent  to  me 
by  himself,  on  the  8th,  to  be  communicated  to  you. 

They  have  sent  me  from  Amsterdam,  with  the  same  intent,  a  copy 
of  the  protest  of  the  city  against  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
majority  for  reiusing  convoy  to  naval  articles.  This  important  paper 
is  very  long,  (20  pages  in  folio.)  Expecting  that  I  may  be  able  to 
send  it  to  you  translated  and  copied,  I  will  transcribe  for  you, 
gentlemen,  what  a  good  Dutch  citizen,  to  whom  I  lent  it,  thought 
of  it:  "It  is  scarce  possible  for  me,"  said  he,  "to  paint  the  vexation 
with  which  I  have  read  the  resolve  adopted  by  the  majority.  A 
document  at  once  puerile,  Jesuitical,  and  made  unintelligible,  as  I 
think  from  design,  to  conceal  the  palpable  contradictions  and  absurd- 
ities of  which  it  is  full.  I  can  compare  it  to  nothing  better  than  to 
a  serpent,  which  hides  its  ugly  head  under  the  tortuous  folds  of  its 
horrible  body.  The  protest,  on  the  contrary,  is  the  finest  document 
of  its  kind  that  I  remember  to  have  seen.  As  precise  as  it  is 
luminous,  it  presents  at  once,  and  gathers,  so  to  speak,  into  a  single 
focus,  all  the  reasons  for  the  opposite  sentiment  in  a  manner  to  strike 
all  eyes  which  are  not  voluntarily  closed  to  its  light.  But  we  live  in 
the  midst  of  a  people  who  do  not  hesitate  to  call  white  black,  and 
black  white,  provided  it  favors  the  party  of  the  Boreases  of  England 
and  of  our  country."  The  States  of  Holland  assembled  yesterday. 
They  have  named  two  committees  to  deliberate,  the  one  on  the 
answer  to  be  made  to  the  Court  of  France,  the  other  on  the  new 
complaints  to  which  the  English  have  just  given  cause.  We  shall 
not  know  the  result  till  next  week. 

In  the  circumstances,  gentlemen  in  which  you  see  things,  it  will 
be  necessary  that  I  should  be  provided  with  a  letter  of  credence 
from  vour  honorable  Congress,  like,  rautatis  mutandis,  that  which  I 
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received  from  it  under  date  from  the  9th  to  the  12th  of  December, 
1775,  and  of  which  I  made  use  at  the  Court  of  France  in  April, 
1776;  with  this  difference,  that  the  other  being  unhmited  and 
accommodated  to  existing  circumstances,  that  which  I  now  ask  for 
should  be  hmited  to  this  Republic,  and  conformable  to  the  present 
situation  and  dignity  of  the  American  confederation,  to  the  end  that 
I  may  be  able  to  produce  it  to  whomever  it  shall  be  proper,  and  to 
labor  with  all  requisite  credit  and  weight,  in  concert  with  your  friends 
in  this  country,  on  the  proposal  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the 
two  Republics.  Such  a  paper  becomes  every  day  more  necessary  ; 
and  I  dare  say  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  the  United  States  that  I 
should  be  provided  with  it  as  soon  as  possible,  so  as  not  to  give  it 
publicity,  which  everywhere,  except  in  France  and  Spain,  seems  to 
have  no  good  effect;  but  to  continue,  as  I  have  done  hitherto,  to 
increase  and  strengthen  your  friends  here,  and  to  hinder  your 
enemies  from  realizing,  at  the  expense  of  this  Republic,  the  fable  of 
the  monkey  who  drew  his  chestnuts  from  the  fire  with  the  cat's  paw. 
Malo  esse  quain  videri  ought  to  be  the  constant  maxim  of  all  those 
who  are  called  to  serve  so  fine  a  cause  as  that  of  the  American 
Union.  It  is  certainly  mine.  It  is  this  that  dictates  the  precise 
answer  which  I  have  yet  to  give  to  what  you  had  the  goodness  to 
write  concerning  me,  in  tlie  letter  with  which  you  honored  me,  under 
date  of  the  14th  of  May  of  this  year,  to  wit:  "  We  shall  write  partic- 
ularly to  the  gentlemen  at  Paris  respecting  the  injuries  you  have 
received  from  our  enemies,  and  shall  instruct  them  to  pay  the  strictest 
attention  to  our  engagements  made  to  you  at  the  commencement 
of  our  correspondence." 

These  gentlemen,  in  sending  me  the  letter,  wrote  me  nothing  on 
this  business,  and  I  have  not  drawn  on  them  for  more  than  I  had 
agreed  with  Mr.  Deane,  towards  the  end  of  the  past  year,  to  be 
necessary  for  me  to  live  here  in  a  style  of  mediocrity,  and  with  much 
economy,  namely,  two  hundred  louis  d'ors  this  year.  I  shall  con- 
tinue on  this  footing,  drawing  always  a  hundred  louis  d'ors  every  six 
months,  till  it  please  your  honorable  Congress  to  fix  my  stipend.  In 
expectation  that  the  situation  of  affairs  will  permit  the  United  States 
to  observe  in  respect  to  me,  or,  in  case  of  my  death,  in  respect  to 
my  daughter,  the  wise  magnanimity  that  befits  sovereigns,  I  will 
serve  them  with  the  same  zeal  as  if  they  gave  me  double,  and  with 
more  inward  satisfaction  than  if  any  other  Power  should  gi.ve  me 
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ten  fold.  I  can  assure  you,  gentlemen,  that,  from  the  beginning,  I 
have  done  for  the  whole  American  people,  as  I  would  do  for  a  friend 
in  danger.  For  the  rest,  I  am  well  satisfied  and  grateful  for  the 
obliging  things  you  have  written  me  on  this  subject,  and  I  do  not 
ask  new  assurances.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  that  you  know  my  true 
sentiments,  and  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  make  them 
known  to  the  honorable  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS  * 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Hague,  January  1st,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

On  the  19th  of  December,  the  Grand  Pensionary  of  Holland, 
before  going  to  the  Assembly  of  the  States  of  Holland,  received 
from  the  Due  de  la  Vauguyon,  Ambassador  of  France,  a  note, 
explanatory  of  the  memorial  presented  to  their  High  Mightinesses 
the  7th,  as  follows : 

"  The  King,  determined  to  have  perfect  certainty  of  the  final 
resolution  of  the  States,  flatters  himself  that  their  High  Mightinesses 
will  explain  themselves  in  a  clear  and  precise  manner,  upon  the 
point  of  perfect  neutrality,  which  his  Majesty  is  persuaded  that  they 
do  not  wish  to  swerve  from.  He  expects  that  they  will  preserve  to 
the  flag  of  the  United  Provinces  all  the  liberty  that  belongs  to  them, 
in  consequence  of  their  independence,  and  to  their  commerce  all 
the  integrity  that  the  law  of  nations  secures  to  it,  and  that  treaties 
confirm  to  it.  But  this  liberty  will  become  illusory,  and  this  integ- 
rity violated,  if  their  High  Mightinesses  do  not  maintain  it  by  a 
suitable  protection,  and  if  they  consent  to  deprive  their  subjects  of 
convoy,  without  which  they  cannot  enjoy  in  their  full  extent  the 
rights  which  they  have  acquired  and  claim.  A  resolution,  of  what- 
ever nature  it  be,  whose  effect  should  be  to  deprive  them  of  a 
protection  so  legitimate,  whether  for  all  branches  of  their  commerce 
in  general,  or  in  particular  for  articles  of  naval  stores  of  any  kind, 
would  be  regarded,  under  present  circumstances,  as  an  act  of  par- 


*  Several  letters  from  M.  Dumas  on  the  affairs  of  Holland,  in  the  year  1778, 
may  be  found  in  the  Commissioners'  Con-espondence,  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
present  work. 
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tiality,  derogatory  to  the  principles  of  an  absolute  neutrality,  and 
would  inevitably  produce  the  consequences  mentioned  in  the  memoir 
which  has  been  sent  to  their  High  Mightinesses.  It  is  especially  to 
this  essential  object,  and  with  the  further  intention  to  observe  a 
neutrality  thus  described,  that  the  King  asks  of  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses an  answer  clear  and  precise." 

The  same  morning,  the  States  of  Holland  adopted  by  a  majority  the 
following  answer,  previously  advised  on  the  16th  by  the  Admiralty. 

"  That  their  High  Mightinesses  have  always  set,  and  will  set, 
much  value  on  a  good  understanding  with  his  Majesty,  and  that 
they  would  cultivate  willingly  his  friendship  and  affection  for  this 
State  by  all  means  which  ensure  the  independent  repose  of  the 
Republic,  and  contribute  to  their  perfect  neutrality  in  the  existing 
differences  between  his  Majesty  and  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 
That  their  High  Mightinesses  do  not  fear  to  declare  with  openness 
and  candor  to  his  Majesty,  that  their  design  is  to  adhere  scrupulously 
to  the  said  neutrality,  in  firm  confidence  that  the  two  Powers  will 
be  satisfied,  and  that  they  will  permit  to  their  High  Mightinesses  the 
peaceable  enjoyment  of  it.  That  the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
the  Republic,  being  one  of  its  principal  means  of  subsistence,  its 
free  exercise  their  High  Mightinesses  have  strongly  at  heart.  Their 
High  Mightinesses  flatter  themselves,  also,  that  the  two  Powers  are 
inclined,  and  will  be  persuaded  to  leave  to  them  the  course  which 
the  law  of  nations  and  treaties  guaranty,  and  that  if  any  discussion 
takes  place  on  this  subject,  it  will  be  attributed  solely  to  the  mod- 
eration and  caution  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  in  compliance  with 
the  suggestions  of  prudence,  if  to  measures  adapted  to  the  protection 
of  their  commerce  and  their  free  navigation,  without  distinction  as 
to  the  property  of  the  cargoes,  and  to  the  support  of  their  neutrality, 
they  add  others,  intended  to  avoid  all  occasions  of  misunderstand- 
ing ;  that  their  High  Mightinesses  are  too  firmly  convinced  of  his 
Majesty's  justice,  to  doubt  that  he  will  be  satisfied  with  this  candid 
exposition  of  the  sentiments  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  or  that  he 
will  continue  to  observe  in  his  treatment  of  neutrals,  and  conse- 
quently of  the  subjects  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  the  rules  which 
his  Majesty  has  himself  considered  to  be  conformable  to  the  law  of 
nations;  and  that  he  will  continue  in  the  disposition  on  which  the 
commerce  at  present  existing  between  the  subjects  of  both  Powers, 
to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  parties,  is  founded." 
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The  resolution  adopting  this  answer  was  invalidated,  at  the  same 
time,  by  the  following  protest : 

"  The  Deputies  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  adhering  to  their 
protest  and  note  inserted  on  the  18th  of  November  last,  against  the 
resolution  adopted  the  same  day,  on  the  final  remonstrance  of  the 
merchants  of  this  country,  on  the  subject  of  the  seizure  of  their 
vessels  by  the  English,  and  the  carrying  them  into  English  ports,  as 
is  therein  more  fully  detailed,  have  declared,  that  they  cannot  agree 
to  the  resolution  of  their  Noble  and  Grand  Mightinesses  adopted  this 
day  on  the  memorial  presented  to  their  High  Mightinesses  by  the 
Due  de  la  Vauguyon,  wherein  he  demands  the  observance  of  an 
exact  neutrality  during  the  existence  of  the  troubles  with  England 
in  general,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  freedom  of  the  flag  of  the 
Republic,  as  well  as  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  this  country 
to  the  French  ports  in  particular ;  unless  in  the  meantime  should  be 
given,  by  the  said  resolution,  the  clear  and  precise  answer  demanded 
by  the  said  memorial,  and  on  which  depends  in  great  part  the  com- 
merce of  this  country  to  the  ports  of  France ;  declaring  also  that 
they  would  not  be  in  any  manner  responsible  for  the  evils  that  may 
come  upon  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  Republic,  as  well 
from  the  present  resolution  as  from  that  of  the  18th  of  November 
last." 

This  has  not  hindered  the  States-General  from  adopting  also  the 
answer.  On  the  30th  of  December  it  was  carried  by  the  agent  of 
their  High  Mightinesses  to  the  Ambassador,  who  did  not  accept  it, 
as  not  being  such  as  the  King  demanded.  On  which  they  have 
determined  to  send  it  to  M.  de  Berkenrode,  at  Paris,  to  endeavor  to 
cause  it  to  be  accepted  by  his  Majesty. 

On  my  return  here  on  Tuesday  evening,  I  went  to  see  our  friend. 
Nothing  has  yet  been  done ;  but  in  spite  of  all  that  can  be  done 
to-morrow,  said  he,  things  will  finally  go  well.  He  told  me  also 
that  the  credit  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  with  a  certain  great  personage 
was  manifest  more  and  more,  and  that  there  was  no  longer  room  to 
doubt  that  the  latter  had  secret  engagements  with  the  Court  of 
London. 

I  was  the  next  day  at  the  house  of  the  French  Ambassador. 
Their  High  Mightinesses  had  sent  him  their  answer  to  the  memorial, 
and  he  had  sent  it  back  as  not  admissible.  He  has  in  his  pocket  the 
declaration  of  the  King,  by  which  the  subjects  of  the  State  are 
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excluded  from  his  order  in  favor  of  neutrals,  and  deprived  of  the 
privileges  which  they  enjoy  in  the  ports  of  the  kingdom.  It  will  be 
soon  published.  This  affair  will  do  as  much  good  to  the  Anti- 
English  in  these  Provinces  as  the  taking  of  Bergen-opzoom  did  them 
harm  thirty  years  ago.  The  time  will  come  when  they  will  be 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  city  of  Amsterdam  to  remove  the 
proscription,  which  too  much  complaisance  to  the  Court  of  London 
is  drawing  upon  these  Provinces. 

Late  on  Wednesday  I  went  to  see  our  friend.  He  could  only 
give  me  one  moment.  The  answer  of  the  States-General  to  the 
memorial  of  the  French  Ambassador  is  the  same  as  that  adopted  by 
a  majority  of  the  States  of  Holland,  excepting  some  additions,  which 
are  not  material.  The  Deputies  have  not  even  consulted  their 
respective  Provinces  thereon  ;  another  blow  given  to  the  constitution. 
One  of  the  Deputies,  with  whom  I  had  some  conversation,  gave  me 
as  the  only  excuse :  "  It  is  not  the  first  time  we  have  done  it."  I 
have  seen  a  letter  from  an  able  hand,  in  one  of  the  Provinces, 
wherein  much  censure  and  heavy  reproaches  are  cast  on  this  method 
of  proceeding.  Friesland  can  least  of  all  dispense  with  the  com- 
merce of  France. 

January  2d.  There  is  to-day  a  grand  concert  at  the  Hotel  de 
France.  The  Court  is  there.  The  Ambassador  does  the  reverse  of 
what  is  practiced  at  the  theatre ;  he  began  with  the  farce,  and  will 
finish  with  the  tragedy.  They  flatter  themselves  here  that  he  will 
not  press  matters,  because  they  have  given  him  to  understand  that 
they  have  convoked  the  Admiralty  to  deliberate  more  fully  on  the 
convoys.  But  they  do  not  say  what  all  the  world  knows,  that  they 
have  sent  the  rejected  answer  to  the  Ambassador  of  the  Republic  at 
Paris  to  endeavor  to  have  it  accepted  by  the  King.     Labor  lost. 

Our  friend  is  fortunate  in  all  this.  He  has  the  finest  part  to  per- 
form, and  he  will  perform  it  to  his  glory.  He  advances  rapidly  in 
the  paths  of  former  great  men  of  the  Republic.  On  the  other  side, 
the  firmness  of  Amsterdam  is  seconded  very  seasonably  by  the 
memorial. 

I  doubt  not,  gentlemen,  but  the  result  has  made  you  see  the 
importance  of  what  has  passed  here,  and  how  far  my  proceedings 
have  been  useful  in  the  business,  to  bring  it  to  the  point  where  it 
now  is. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sic,  DUMAS. 
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TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS  AT  PARIS. 

The  Hague,  January  12th,  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

The  States  of  Holland  assemble  to-morrow.  Our  friend  comes 
this  evening,  and  I  shall  see  him.  They  are  here  every  day  more 
embarrassed.  Far  from  the  answer  to  the  memoir  sent  by  their 
High  Mightinesses  to  their  Ambassador  at  Paris  being  accepted,  the 
Ambassador  of  France  has  received  an  express  from  his  Court,  the 
purport  of  which  we  shall  know  at  the  same  time  with  the  result  of 
the  deliberations  of  the  States  of  Holland.  ^ 

January  ISth.  The  Assembly  to-day  has  been  occupied  only 
with  simple  formalities.  I  know  on  very  good  authority  that  Amster- 
dam will  ha*e  permission  to  trade  to  the  French  Isles  in  America, 
as  well  directly  as  by  the  way  of  St.  Eustatia  and  Curacoa ;  and  I 
have  been  authorised  to  inform  certain  armed  houses  [maisons  amies] 
of  it,  in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to  speculate  in  advance  upon  it. 

January  1 4th.  They  wished  to  resolve  to-day  by  a  majority  for 
a  delay  of  four  months  longer  for  the  convoys  of  ship-timber.  All 
at  once  Haerlem  is  ranged  on  the  side  of  Amsterdam,  and  Alcmaer 
has  taken  the  matter  ad  referendum ;  which  has  much  displeased  a 
grand  personage  present.  The  Grand  Pensionary  cried  out  also 
much  upon  it,  and  wished  to  engage  the  Deputies  of  this  city  to 
accede  to  the  opinion  of  the  majority ;  but  they  alleged  the  orders 
of  their  city  in  excuse.  This  is  the  cause  that  the  resolution  cannot 
be  passed  till  next  week.  It  will  be  such,  moreover,  that  the  Court 
of  France  will  regard  it  as  derogatory  to  perfect  neutrality ;  for  the 
majority  will  always  prevail,  but  then  Amsterdam,  Haerlem,  and, 
perhaps,  Alcmaer  will  protest.  You  see,  gentlemen,  that  the  oppo- 
sition not  only  sustains  itself,  but  gains  ground.  This  opposition 
was  almost  nothing  six  months  ago;  it  was  a  feeble  plant  that  could 
only  stand  by  bending  when  the  wind  blew ;  now  it  is  a  solid  an(^ 
robust  body,  well  supported,  which  resists  all  the  efforts  of  the  Eng- 
lish party,  which  has  broken  them,  and  which  will  succeed  at  length 
in  prevailing  over  this  party,  and  will  restore  to  the  Republic  its 
ancient  dignity. 

January  \6th,  morning.  Yesterday,  the  15th,  in  the  evening,  the 
Ambassador  sought  me  out  to  go  and  confirm,  on  his  part,  to  our 
friend,  that  this  morning  he  should  present  a  memorial  to  the  Presi- 
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dent  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  with  the  new  order  of  the  King, 
which  excludes  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  from 

the  favors  which  France  permits  neutrals  to  enjoy  on  the  sea,  and  in 
her  ports,  and  preserves  them  only  to  the  flag  of  the  city  of  Amster- 
dam, and  that  after  that  he  should  (though  against  usage)  make  the 
circuit  of  the  hotels  of  all  the  cities  of  Holland,  and  testify  to  their 
respective  Pensionaries  the  regret  and  repugnance  with  which  the 
King  will  see  himself  forced  by  themselves  to  publish  the  said  order. 
I  waited  at  the  Hotel  de  France  till  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to 
give  to  the  Ambassador,  who  supped  abroad,  the  answer  of  our 
friend.  He  sent  it  off  the  same  night  by  express  to  his  Court,  and  I 
hold  myself  ready  this  morning  to  report  on  his  part  to  our  friend 
the  manner  in  which  all  shall  pass. 

I6ih,  evening.  This  morning  the  Ambassador,  after  having  pre- 
sented his  memorial  to  the  President  of  their  High  Mightinesses, 
made  the  rounds  to  give  information  of  it  to  the  Grand  Pensionary 
of  Holland,  to  the  Secretary  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  to  the  Prince 
Stadtholder,  to  the  Pensionaries  of  the  cities  of  Amsterdam,  Dort, 
Brille,  and  Rotterdam.  He  was  nearly  two  hours  with  the  Deputies 
of  this  last  city.  He  testified  to  all  of  them  the  regret  of  the  King 
in  having  to  withdraw  from  them  his  favors,  and  to  permit  one 
patriotic  city  alone  to  enjoy  thetjj.  All  manifested  more  discontent 
at  this  distinction  than  at  the  privation,  and  there  is  danger  of  I 
know  not  what  fatal  consequences.  They  pretend  that  it  is  a  thing 
without  example,  and  against  their  constitution,  to  treat  with  one 
city  only.  The  Ambassador  replied  to  them  that  this  was  a  wrong 
view,  that  there  was  neither  treaty  nor  convention  between  France 
and  Amsterdam,  but  that  he  merely  let  this  place  continue  to  enjoy 
what  she  enjoyed  before,  and  that  the  Republic  ought  to  be,  on  the 
contrary,  well  satisfied  that  by  means  of  this  city  she  would  not  lose 
all.  Tl«  next  week  he  will  see  the  Pensionaries  of  the  other  cities. 
♦  For  the  rest,  I  am  of  opinion  that  all  this  will  be  arranged  yet  satis- 
factorily, and  that  the  Republic,  seeing  that  the  thing  is  serious,  will 
take  the  part  of  giving  satisfaction  to  France. 

Jarmary  llth.  I  gave  the  Ambassador  to-day  an  account  of  the 
discourse  that  I  held  yesterday  with  our  friend.  I  must  return 
to-morrow  with  the  Ambassador.  I  only  tell  you,  gentlemen,  the 
essentials,  and  spare  you  the  details  of  messages  which  they  charge 
me  with,  whose  result  only  is  interesting.  My  interposition  saves 
Vol.  v.— 17 
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the  noise  there   would  be   from   too    frequent   interviews   between 
persons  who  are  watched. 

January  20(h.  The  two  Pensionaries  of  Amsterdam  went  this 
morning  on  the  part  of  their  city  to  the  house  of  the  Ambassador,  to 
give  thanks,  and  to  say  that  they  hoped  his  Majesty  would  not 
deprive  the  other  confederates  of  favors  which  he  is  willing  to 
preserve  to  them.  Thence  they  went  to  the  Grand  Pensionary,  to 
give  him  information  of  this  proceeding.  In  place  of  sour  looks  and 
altercations,  which  they  expected  as  well  at  the  States  of  the  Province 
to-day,  as  elsewhere,  they  were  agreeably  surprised  to  find  them- 
selves treated  everywhere  with  much  respect.  Those  of  Rotterdam, 
among  others,  sought  their  intercession  for  their  city.  The  merchants 
of  Rotterdam  came  to  implore  the  protection  of  the  gentlemen  of 
Amsterdam,  who  properly  sent  them  away  to  their  own  magistrates. 
The  Ambassador,  on  his  part,  notified  this  morning  the  Grand 
Pensionary  by  word  of  mouth,  and  afterwards,  at  his  request,  by  a 
note  in  form  of  a  letter,  that  the  King  has  fixed  the  26th  of  January 
to  publish  the  new  order,  if  he  should  not  receive  such  an  answer  as 
he  demands. 

January  2lst.  Nothing  is  done  yet.  The  advice  of  the  Admi- 
ralty proposed  to-day  to  the  States  of  Holland  is  in  contradiction 
with  itself.  They  annul,  in  truth,  their  famous  resolution  of  the  18th 
of  November  as  to  the  restriction  of  convoy,  (from  which  they 
wished  then  to  exclude  ship-timber,)  but  would  suspend  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  as  to  the  extension  of  these  convoys  until  the  time 
when  they  would  assign  their  crews.  This  is  only  pushing  time  by 
the  shoulders ;  it  is  the  Lernean  hydra,  whose  heads  started  up  in 
place  of  those  that  were  destroyed.  For  they  agree  on  all  the 
rest.  There  were  yesterday  only  altercations  and  reproaches,  to 
which  those  of  Amsterdam  answered  with  as  much  moderation  and 
decency  as  firmness.  All  has  been  deferred  till  to-morrow,  and  if 
they  will  decide  the  affair  by  the  majority,  Amsterdam  will  protest 
anew. 

January  22c?.  Nothing  yet  is  done  in  the  Assembly  of  Holland. 
The  Grand  Pensionary  had  proposed  a  draft  of  a  resolution  which 
Amsterdam  would  not  agree  to,  because  there  were  terms  which 
appeared  deceptive,  and  which  were  susceptible  of  a  different 
explanation  at  the  Court  of  London  from  what  it  might  receive  at 
that  of  France.     The  principle  is  this :  they  would  delay  the  final 
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resolution  for  the  extension  of  convoy  to  the  26th,  the  day  when 
the  Admiralty  must  assign  the  crews  and  armaments.  Now,  this 
extension  will  only  signify  in  relation  to  one  of  the  powers,  the  force 
of  the  convoys  ;  in  relation  to  the  other,  the  suspension  of  convoy  for 
ship-timber.  Those  of  Haerlem  have,  therefore,  proposed  some 
amendments.  If  all  acquiesce,  they  may  to-morrow  adopt  a  unani- 
mous resolution  that  may,  perhaps,  satisfy  France. 

January  23d.  Yet  undecided.  All  the  cities,  meanwhile,  are  of 
one  mind  with  Amsterdam  on  the  plan  proposed  by  Haerlem.  But 
a  great  personage,  with  the  majority  of  the  nobility,  still  dispute 
about  the  terms.  Pending  this,  a  courier  has  been  despatched 
to-day  to  Paris  to  obtain,  if  possible,  a  further  delay  of  a  week  in 
favor  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  which  strongly  interceded  in  behalf 
of  the  others.  It  remains  to  be  known  if  this  courier  can  arrive  in 
time  on  the  26th.  Amsterdam  has  declared  to-day  that  she  will 
remain  firm  and  immovable,  and  will  neither  suffer  herself  to  be 
forced  or  deceived — a  very  strong  expression. 

January  29th.  Contrary  to  all  appearances,  they  have  not 
resolved  anything  to-day.  The  answer  proposed  by  the  Admiralty 
was  so  obscure  and  ambiguous,  that  Amsterdam  has  given  notice 
that  she  will  protest  again  that  it  was  only  necessary  to  communicate 
to  France  the  resolution  of  the  26th  instant,  by  which  the  Republic 
repealed  that  of  the  18th  of  November,  which  displeased  France, 
and  embraced  the  most  perfect  neutrality.  They  were  not  willing 
to  follow  this  advice,  and  they  have  again  prolonged  the  Assembly 
till  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  next.  They  wish  to  deceive  us,  said 
our  friend,  but  they  will  not  succeed. 

February  4th.  The  Assembly  of  Holland  resolved  to-day,  by  a 
majority,  on  the  answer  to  be  given  to  France,  referred  from  yester- 
day, against  which  Amsterdam,  with  Haerlem  has  renewed  formally 
her  protestation  of  the  19th  of  December;  after  which  the  Assembly 
separated.     It  will  meet  again  the  25th  of  February. 

February  I6th.  The  States-General  have  not  yet  made  answer 
to  the  Ambassador.  The  Deputies  of  the  Provinces  have  declared 
that  they  were  not  authorised  thereto  by  their  constituents. 

I  am  returned  from  Amsterdam,  where  I  have  been  to  see  if  the 
four  new  Burgomasters  who  have  entered  upon  office  are  in  the  same 
disposition  as  those  of  the  past  year ;  and  I  have  found  that  all  goes 
on  well ;  as  also  if  the  merchants  intend  to  profit  forthwith  by  the 
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privileges  conceded  to  them.     A  letter  will  not  admit  of  the  details 

which  I  have  communicated  hereon  to  the  Ambassador  of  France' 

Ihe  paper  here  annexed,  which  I  have  drawn  up  and  circulated' 

will  g,ve  you  a  summary  view  of  all  that  has  passed  of  interest        ' 

Our  fnend  has  sent  me  the  materials  for  a  plan  of  a  treaty  between 

the  two  Republics.    I  am  occupied  with  it.    As  soon  as  it  is  drafted 

1  will  make  copies  for  America  and  Paris.  ' 

_    The  long  silence  that  America  keeps,  and  the  rumors  which  are 

'industriously  spread,  and   which  nobody  has  authentically  contra- 

dieted,  of  divisions  that  prevail  there,  of  the  submission  even  of  two 

or  three  of  the  most  southern  States,  and  even  of  Virginia,  make  me 

see  and  experience  more  reserve  and  timidity,  on  the  part  even  of 

those  ol  Amsterdam,  than  in  the  past  year.     I  pray  God  to  guard 

America  from  traitors  as  well  as  from  open  enemies. 

February  24.A.     There  is  a  letter  from  the  Prince  Stadtholder  to 

he  States  of  the  Province  of  Friesland,  which  will  have  serious 

consequences    because  it  is  very  partial   to   England   and   a.ains 

France.     I  had  the  good  fortune,  Friday  the  19th,  to  be  able  to 

procure  an  authentic  copy  of  it  for  the  Ambassador.     I  learned  the 

rapidly,  and  makes  much  noise. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Uc,  DUMAS. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  Or  FOREIGK  AFFAIRS. 

Gentlemen,  The  H.g.e,  March  1st,  1779. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  .0  the  extracts  here  annexed,  except  to 
press  anew  the  necessity  there  is  that  the  most  honorable  ConLss 
send  me  a  commission  in  all  its  forms  of  Charge  d' Affaire,  and  agent 
of  the  Umted  States  of  America  in  the  United  Provinces  of  the  W 
Countnes,  w.th  power  to  manage  and  watch  over  their  political 

U  'n  as"  U  "  °':''  u"""'°"  '"'  ^-'""--  °f -he  American 
then  •  dP  ""'  "'"'"'°''  Migluinesses  the  Sta.es-General  of 
the  Un,ted  Provmces  of  the  Low  Cottntries,  now  and  a.  all  times 
when  opportunuy  shall  be  presented,  as  near  each  Province,  city, 
and  mdividual  of  this  Republic. 
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The  opposition  formed,  sustained,  and  consolidated  against  the 
enormous  influence  which  your  enemies  had  over  this  RepubHc,  is 
the  work  of  three  persons,  of  whom  I  have  the  honor  in  my  sphere 
to  be  one. 

With  orders  and  powers  more  precise  on  the  part  of  Congress,  I 
should  have  been  able  to  contract  long  since,  with  merchants  of  this 
country,  for  useful  expeditions,  and  to  defeat  divers  adventurers  and 
intriguers,  who,  falsely  boasting  of  full  powers  and  of  credentials 
which  ihey  have  not,  have  abused  and  much  deceived  the  people 
and  compromised  the  dignity  and  credit  of  the  United  States.  The 
little  I  have  been  able  to  do  in  this  respect  has  been  done  with  a 
pure  zeal  and  a  disinterestedness  and  discretion  which  I  dare  propose 
as  an  example  to  others  who  may  be  called  to  a  similar  service.  I 
can  boldly  defy  all  the  world  to  accuse  me  of  having,  in  any  case, 
preferred  niy  own  interest  to  that  of  the  American  people. 

My  request,  at  the  commencement  of  this  letter,  has  for  its  object 
the  service  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  much  at  least  as  the 
proper  care  of  my  fortune,  of  my  family,  my  honor  and  credit,  my 
character  and  safety.  The  earliest  of  your  agents  and  correspond- 
ents, gentlemen,  in  Europe,  out  of  Great  Britain,  has  risked  all  these 
things  from  the  time  he  received  and  accepted  this  honor,  with  a 
confidence  equal  to  that  with  which  it  was  offered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc,  DUMAS. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Hague,  April  29th,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 
In  all  this  month  nothing  has  passed  remarkable  here,  unless  it  be 
the  memorial  presented  by  the  English  Ambassador.  But  in  this 
interval  I  have  taken  part  in  a  secret  operation  which  has  confided 
the  credit  and  secrets  of  America  to  a  house  at  Amsterdam  truly 
patriotic,  and  not  suspected  of  collusion  with  the  enemy.  Dr. 
Franklin  is  fully  apprized  of  it  all. 

Here  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  him  : 

"  The  States  of  the  Province  of  Holland  have  assembled  here 
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this  morning.  It  is  only  an  ordinary  session  ;  and  our  friend  said  to 
me  pleasantly,  '  We  have  only  come  to  hold  the  fair.'  He  foresees 
also  that  the  resolution  of  the  States-General,  as  to  convoy,  will  not 
be  such  as  to  engage  France  to  revoke  or  mitigate  her  last  edict  of 
navigation.  One  of  the  first  houses  of  Amsterdam,  and  whose  predi- 
lection for  England  is  known,  has  sold  £60,000  of  English  funds. 
This  has  revived  the  idea  of  a  declaration  from  Spain,  and  has 
depressed  the  English  funds  at  Amsterdam  from  three  to  four  per 
cent.  There  is  a  shower  of  pamphlets  here,  both  in  French  and 
Dutch,  against  the  last  memoir  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke." 

For  a  long  time,  gentlemen,  we  have  heard  nothing  here  of 
American  affairs  but  through  the  wicked  channel  of  your  enemies, 
who  do  not  cease  to  paint  the  Americans  as  a  people  disunited  and 
discordant.  These  eternal  repetitions,  and  their  pretended  success 
in  Georgia,  do  not  fail  to  disquiet  your  friends  and  to  embarrass  all 
my  endeavors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Hague,  May  15th,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  already  had  the  honor  of  informing  you  many  times  that 
some  of  my  frequent  letters  to  Passy  are  of  a  nature  not  to  be  com- 
municated to  you,  even  in  abridgement,  through  the  risk  that  my 
packets  run  of  being  intercepted  ;  such  are,  particularly,  divers  letters 
written  to  Dr.  Franklin,  from  the  25th  of  January  to  the  29th  of 
April.  There  is  a  cabal  of  Genevan  and  Swiss  bankers,  as  well  in 
France  as  at  Amsterdam,  friendly  to  your  enemies,  which  does  as 
much  injury  as  it  can  under  the  mask  of  friendship.  It  was  my 
duty  to  unmask  some  of  them  to  Dr.  Franklin,  and  to  make  known 
to  him  a  safe  Anti-English  patriotic  house,  having  the  confidence  of 
the  magistracy  of  Amsterdam.     The  Ministry  in  France  know  it. 

Upon  the  last  petitions  of  the  merchants  of  Dort,  Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam,  and  Friesland,  the  States-General,  after  having  previously 
deliberated  and  advised,  and  then  reconsidered  the  affair,  adopted  on 
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Monday  the  26th  of  April,  the  resolution  to  equip  for  the  service  of 
the  current  year,  1779,  thirty-two  vessels-of-war,  as  follows : 

4  vessels  of  60  guns,  350  men  =  240  guns,  1,400  men. 
1        «         60      "     340     "    =    60      "       340     « 

1  "  60  "  290  "  =  60  "  290  " 
8        «         50     «     300     "    =400      "    2,400     " 

2  frigates  40  "  250  "  =  80  «  500  " 
8  «  33  "  230  "  =  288  "  1,840  " 
7  "  20  "  150  "  =  140  "  1,050  " 
1  snow  12  "  100  "  =     12  «  100  " 

32  vessels  and  frigates,  1,280  guns,  7,920  men. 

Of  these  thirty-two  vessels  and  frigates,  the  College  of  Admiralty 
of  Meuse  will  furnish 

1  vessel  of  60  guns,  350  men  =     60  guns,      350  men. 
1       «         50     "      300     "     =     50     "  300     " 

3  frigates  36  «  230  "  =  108  "  690  " 
1        a         20     "       150     "     =     20     "  150     « 

1  snow        12     "       100     "     =     12     "  100     " 

7  vessels  and  frigates,  250  guns,  1,590  men. 

The  College  of  Amsterdam — 

2  vessels  of  60  guns,  350  men  =  120  guns,      700  men. , 

4  «  50  "  300  "  =  200  "  1,200  " 
2  frigates  40  "  250  "  =  80  "  500  " 
2  °"  36  "  230  "  =  72  "  460  " 
2      «           20     "      150     "     =     40    "  300     " 

12  vessels  and  frigates,  512  guns,  3,160  men. 

The  College  of  Zealand — 

1  vessel  of  60  guns,  350  men. 

1       "  60    "  290     " 

1       «  50    "  300     " 

1  frigate  36    "  230     " 

1       u  20    "  150     " 

5  vessels,  &;c.,  226  guns,  1,320  men. 
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The  College  of  West  Friesland  and  the  Quarter  of  the  North — 

1  frigate  of  36  guns,  230  men  =  36  guns,  230  men. 

2  "         20     "      150     «     =  40     "      300     « 

3  frigates  76  guns,  530  men. 
The  College  of  Friesland — 

1  vessel  of  60  guns,  340  men  =     60  guns,      340  men. 

2  "  50  «  300  "  ==  100  «  600  « 
1  frigate  36  "  230  "  =  36  «  230  " 
1       "          20     "      150     «     =     20     "  150     " 

5  vessels  and  frigates,  216  guns,  1,320  men. 

The  expense  of  this  enrollment  of  seven  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  twenty  men  amounts,  at  thirty-six  florins  a  head,  by  the  month, 
to  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty 
florins  each  month,  and  for  fourteen  months,  to  three  millions  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  florins,  of 
which  the  moiety  (or  one  million  nine  hundred  and  ninety-five  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  forty  florins)  is  taken  from  the  appropriation 
de  la  petition  de  guerre  of  the  3d  of  November  of  the  past  year, 
and  the  other  moiety  from  the  appropriation  des  droits  augmentes 
d'eniree  et  de  gabelle. 

The  payments  will  be  made  to  the  respective  Colleges  of  Admi- 
ralty on  the  usual  footing,  to  wit :  the  quarter  of  the  whole  charge 
of  each  vessel  when  the  vessel  shall  be  equipped,  the  half  when  the 
vessel  shall  have  served  twelve  months  after  the  enlistment  of  the 
crew,  and  fourteen  months  if  it  is  a  vessel  continued  in  the  service 
after  having  been  equipped  for  former  service.  The  resolution 
enjoins  on  the  Admiralty  to  hasten  the  equipments,  to  the  end  that 
every  month  there  may  be  a  convoy  for  the  ports  of  France  and 
England ;  for  Lisbon  and  the  Mediterranean  as  often  as  wanted  ; 
and  for  the  West  Indies  twice  a  year. 

I  got  a  knowledge  of  this  resolution  the  1st  of  May,  in  the  even- 
ing. The  next  day  I  apprized  the  French  Ambassador,  who  would 
not  believe  it  at  first.  I  gave  him  a  copy,  and  sent  a  translation  to 
Passy.  The  secrecy  with  which  they  adopted  it,  and  kept  it 
unknown  many  days,  shows  that  they  wished  to  prevent  its  pub- 
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licity ;  and  as  it  is  yet  a  little  deceptive  as  to  ship-timber,  which  is 
neither  named  nor  excepted,  it  will  not  be,  probably,  communicated 
to  the  French  Ambassador.  It  is  important,  as  serving  to  support 
the  Province  of  Holland  against  the  other  Provinces,  all  devoted  to 
the  Court. 

On  the  11th  of  May,  the  body  of  merchants  of  Amsterdam, 
presented  an  address  to  the  Admiralty  to  hasten  the  convoy  in  con- 
sequence of  the  above  resolve  of  the  26th  of  April,  on  the  faith  of 
which  they  had  already  made  their  speculations  and  taken  their 
measures,  especially  as  to  ship-timber. 

On  the  14th,  I  learned  that  the  Admiralty  not  having  answered 
satisfactorily  the  above  address  of  the  merchants  of  Amsterdam,  the 
latter  had  prepared  an  address  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  to  remon- 
strate more  strongly  than  ever.  On  the  other  side,  the  excitement  and 
murmurs  increasing  at  Rotterdam,  whence  the  merchants  threaten  to 
withdraw  and  establish  themselves  at  Amsterdam,  the  Deputies  of 
Rotterdam  have  made  a  proposition  to  the  Provincial  Assembly, 
that  they  shall  finally  adopt,  in  concert  with  the  other  Provinces,  or, 
in  case  of  their  default,  with  Holland  alone,  a  decided  resolution, 
and  measures  to  put  an  end  to  all  these  differences,  and  to  prevent 
the  total  ruin  of  the  city  of  Rotterdam.  The  proposition  has  been 
committed.  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c.,  DUMAS. 


M.  CHAUMONT  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Paasy,  September  2d,  1779. 
Sir, 
I  desire  you  may  repair  immediately  to  Amsterdam  to  render  all 
the  services  that  may  depend  on  you  to  a  squadron  under  command 
of  Mr.  Jones,  bearing  the  American  flag,  which  is  bound  to  the 
Texel. 

The  vessels  which  compose  this  squadron  are : 

Bon  Homme  Richard,  Captain  Jones,         42  guns* 
Alliance,  Captain  Landais,     36     " 

Pallas,  Captain  Cottineau,  30     " 

Cerf,  Captain  Varages,     18     " 

Vengeance,  Captain  Ricot,         12     " 
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Vessels  which  may  have  joined  : 

Monsieur,  Captain ,      40     " 

Grandville,  Captain ,      12     " 

Mifflin,  Captain ,      22     " 

It  is  necessary  that  you  require  of  the  commandants  of  these 
vessels  the  greatest  circumspection  not  to  offend  the  Dutch,  and  not 
to  afford  subject  for  any  complaint. 

If  this  squadron  has  need  of  any  refreshments  or  aid,  you  will 
address  yourself  to  M.  de  Neufville  to  procure  them. 

As  soon  as  said  squadron  arrives,  I  wish  you  to  advise  me  of  it, 
that  I  may  take  the  necessary  measures  to  send  to  the  Americans 
the  supplies  of  which  they  may  have  need. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

LE  RAY  DE  CHAUMONT. 

Approved,  g^  FRANKLIN. 


TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

The  Hague,  September  14th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Political  affairs  continue  here  on  the  same  footing  as  I  left  them. 
Convoys  are  not  granted,  not  even  for  vessels  and  cargoes  of  which 
there  is  no  dispute,  because  they  are  unwilling  that  vessels  loaded 
with  timber  should  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  and  join  them- 
selves to  the  fleet  under  convoy.  On  the  other  side,  Leyden  has  at 
length  joined  the  party  of  Amsterdam,  which  consists,  at  present,  of 
eight  or  nine  cities  in  favor  of  the  deliberations  for  the  Province 
to  provide  separately  for  the  protection  of  its  commerce  ;  otherwise 
all  the  traffickers  in  wool,  who  do  a  great  business  in  this  article, 
among  others  for  Flanders,  both  French  and  Austrian,  will  retire 
from  Leyden  to  Amsterdam. 

The  Ambassador  of  France  wishes  that  the  great  city  had  shown 
itself  less  inflexible  against  the  army  augmentation,  and  that  it  had 
set  off  this  augmentation  against  unlimited  and  effectual  convoys.  I 
am  not  of  tliis  opinion.  I  think  they  would  thereby  put  a  dangerous 
weapon  into  the  hands  of  the  Anglomanes,  and  that  the  convoys 
would  be  no  less  evaded,  and  the  republican  party  led  by  the  nose. 
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Our  friend  reasons  better,  in  wishing  that  liis  country  should  be  a 
commercial,  and  not  a  mediating  Power  in  Europe.  In  fact,  since 
from  the  acknowledgment  of  the  Anglomanes  themselves  there  is 
little  to  fear  for  the  Republic,  (for  on  the  part  of  the  English  it  is 
clear  that  it  is  not  military  but  naval  forces  that  she  wants;)  and 
since  both  are  so  much  at  the  disposal  of  the  Anglomanes,  it  is  as 
well  for  us  and  for  the  Republic  itself  that  they  should  remain  on 
the  old  footing;  and  this  probably  will  happen  ;  for  commerce,  seeing 
they  do  not  protect  it,  will  not  the  next  year  pay  the  double  of  the 
right  of  entry  and  the  excise ;  and  this  will  reduce  the  fleet  of  the 
Republic  from  thirty-two  to  twenty-two  vessels,  great  and  small'. 

September  20th.  The  Court  of  France  has  made  a  declaration 
here  that  it  has  prohibited  throughout  the  kingdom  the  importation  of 
cheese  from  North  Holland.  This  interdict  will  not  be  removed 
until  the  cities  of  North  Holland  have  acceded  to  the  affair  of 
convoy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Hague,  September  20th,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

Returned  from  Passy,  where  I  have  been  detained  some  weeks 
longer  than  I  had  expected,  and  during  which  affairs  have  not 
suffered  here  from  my  absence,  because  I  constantly  kept  up  corre- 
spondence with  our  great  and  worthy  friend  in  this  country  ;  returned 
also  from  Amsterdam,  where  I  was  ordered  to  go  for  some  secret 
business;  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith  the  public  papers, 
which  will  apprize  you  of  what  has  happened  throughout  Europe 
these  last  few  months ;  you  will  see  also  by  my  letter  to  Dr. 
Franklin,  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  this  Republic. 

Dr.  Franklin  has  not  yet  had  leisure  to  send  me  back  the  plan  of 
a  future  treaty  with  this  Republic,  to  which  he  is  to  join  his 
remarks. 

I  am  to  set  out  immediately  for  Texel  with  letters  and  secret 
instructions  to  Commodore  Jones's  squadron,  whose  arrival  there  I 
expect  every  hour;  therefore  I  must  finish  here  abruptly,  and  defer 
writing  to  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress  concerning  his 
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letter  of  the  3d  of  January  last  to  Dr.  Franklin,  also  a  resolution  of 
Congress  about  Colonel  Diricks,  of  December  23d,  1778.  I  only 
add  here  that  I  have  no  doubt  the  Colonel  is  fitter  for  fighting  battles 
than  for  negociating  a  treaty  or  a  loan. 

Neufville,  too,  seems  to  me,  as  well  as  to  the  gentlemen  at  Passy, 
to  have  promised  more  than  he  can  now  effectuate  resjjecting  a  loan ; 
however,  I  still  recommend  his  house  to  other  good  American  mer- 
chants as  a  house  very  proper  to  deal  with  in  the  mercantile  line. 
But  ne  sutor  ultra  crepidam. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c.,  DUMAS. 


Agreement  between  John  Paul  Jones  and  Captain  Pearson. 

It  is  hereby  agreed  between  John  Paul  Jones,  Captain  in  the 
American  navy.  Commander  of  the  continental  squadron  now  in  the 
road  of  Texel,  and  Richard  Pearson,  Captain  in  the  British  navy, 
late  Commodore  of  the  British  Baltic  fleet,  and  now  a  prisoner  of 
war  to  the  United  States  of  North  America,  as  follows : 

1st.  Captain  Jones  freely  consents,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
to  land  on  the  Island  of  Texel  the  dangerously  wounded  prisoners 
now  in  his  hands,  to  be  there  supported  and  provided  with  good 
surgeons  and  medicine,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  agreeable  to  the  pennission  which  he  has  received 
from  the  States-General  of  Holland,  to  guard  them  with  sentinel  in 
the  fort  on  the  Texel,  with  liberty  to  remove  them  again  from  thence 
at  his  free  will  and  pleasure. 

2dly.  Captain  Pearson  engages,  in  behalf  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, that  all  the  British  prisoners  that  may  be  landed  as  mentioned 
in  the  last  article  shall  be  considered  afterwards  as  prisoners  of  war 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  until  they  are  exchanged,  except 
only  such  as  may  in  the  mean  time  die  of  their  wounds. 

3dly.  Captain  Pearson  further  engages,  in  behalf  of  the  British 
Government,  that  should  any  of  the  British  subjects,  now  prisoners 
of  war  ill  the  hands  of  Captain  Jones,  desert  or  abscond,  either  from 
the  fort  on  the  Texel  or  otherwise,  in  consequence  of  the  first  article, 
an  equal  number  of  American  prisoners  shall  be  released,  and  sent 
from  England  to  France  by  the  next  cartel. 

4thly.  And  Captain  Jones  engages,  on  the  part  of  the   United 
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States,  that  if  any  of  the  prisoners  who  shall  be  landed  should  die 

while  on  shore  in  his  custody  in  the  fort,  no  exchange  of  them  shall 

be  claimed. 

Done  on  board  the  American  frigate  the  Pallas,  at  anchor  in  the 

Texel,  this  3d  day  of  October,  1779. 

R.  PEARSON, 
JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 


THE  COLLEGE  OF  ADMIRALTY  OF  AMSTERDAM  TO  THE  STATES-GENERAL. 

Amsterdam,  October  8th,  1779. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

Captain  Riemersraa,  commanding  in  the  absence  of  Vice-Admiral 
Reynst,  m  the  road  of  the  Texel,  has  informed  us  by  message  of 
the  entry  into  the  said  road  of  five  vessels,  viz.,  two  French  frigates, 
one  American  frigate,  and  two  prizes  made  by  them,  under  command 
of  Paul  Jones,  who  has  addressed  himself  in  person  to  said  Captain 
Riemersma,  and  has  asked  him  if  he  might  put  on  shore  the  English 
Captains,  and  hire  also  a  house  for  the  recovery  of  the  wounded ; 
the  said  Captain  demanding  thereon  our  orders,  and  asking  besides 
if  he  should  return  this  visit. 

On  which  we  have  answered  to  Captain  Rieraersma  that  we  could 
not  grant  the  request  made  by  the  commander  of  these  vessels  to 
put  on  shore  the  English  Captains,  nor  permission  to  hire  a  house 
on  shore  to  put  his  sick  and  wounded  in  ;  that  for  the  rest,  we 
suppose  that  the  instructions  received  from  his  Most  Serene  High- 
ness would  enable  the  said  Captain  to  comport  himself  suitably. 

Besides,  that  he,  the  Captain,  ought  to  look  out  that  for  unloading, 
or  in  advancing  further  into  the  roadstead  than  is  necessary  for 
protection  from  storms  and  other  accidents,  he  should  not  contravene 
by  his  vessels  the  Placard  of  their  High  Mightinesses  of  November 
3d,  1755. 

We  iiave  the  honor  to  submit  all  this  to  the  view  of  your  High 
Mightinesses,  hoping  that  our  conduct  will  be  so  fortunate  as  to  meet 
your  approbation,  Uc. 

Placard  of  1756  referred  to  in  the  above  Letter. 

"The  States-General  of  the  United  Provinces,  to  all  to  whom 
these  presents  shall  come,  greeting.     Be  it  known,  that  having  been 


270  CHARLES  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

advised  that  some  vessels-of-war  or  foreign  privateers,  abusing  the 
liberty  that  was  granted  them  of  resorting  to  and  anchoring  "in  our 
harbors  in  case  of  want  or  accident,  and  of  bringing  with  them  the 
vessels  or  effects  taken  by  them  from  their  enemies,  have  undertaken 
to  sell  or  dispose  of  their  said  prizes,  which  is  directly  against  our 
intention,  and  may  give  rise  to  a  misunderstanding  between  us  and 
our  neighbors,  which  we  desire  to  prevent  as  much  as  is  in  our 
power,  by  all  possible  means,  having  considered  what  may  best 
conduce  to  this  end,  we  have  thought  good  to  declare,  ordain,  and 
resolve  as  follows: 

"  Hereafter  all  vessels-of-war  and  foreign  privateers,  whatever 
they  may  be,  which  shall  enter  into  the  roadsteads,  rivers,  and 
waters  of  this  State,  shall  hoist  on  their  arrival  the  flag  of  the  nation 
to  which  they  belong,  and  not  advance  further  into  said  rivers  and 
waters  than  to  secure  themselves  from  tempests  and  other  perils 
without  permission  of  the  College  of  Admiralty  in  the  district  in 
which  they  may  be.  They  shall  abstain  from  every  act  which  may 
offend  or  aggrieve  any  one,  whether  stranger  or  subject  of  the  State, 
but  conduct,  on  the  contrary,  in  said  waters  in  a  manner  not  to  harm 
or  give  cause  of  complaint  to  any  one,  under  penalty  not  only  of  not 
receiving  any  assistance,  but  also  of  being  expelled  by  force.  In 
case  that  any  vessel-of-war  or  privateer  having  letters  of  reprisal 
refuse  to  hoist  on  arrival  its  flag,  or  may  be  in  the  said  waters  and 
rivers  without  permission  of  the  College  of  Admiralty  in  the  district 
where  they  are,  the  crew  will  be  regarded  and  treated  as  pirates. 
All  officers  of  vessels-of-war  or  foreign  privateers  which  shall  enter 
into  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  of  this  State  with  their  vessels  and 
prizes,  or  with  their  prizes  only,  shall  be  bound  to  abstain  from 
announcing  or  publishing  in  any  manner  said  prizes,  from  discharging 
them  in  whole  or  in  part,  from  selling  or  disposing  of  them ;  but 
they  shall  keep  or  retain  them  entire,  and  put  to  sea  with  them, 
returning  in  the  same  state  as  when  they  arrived,  under  pain  of 
being  deprived  of  said  prizes,  which  shall  be  seized  by  the  officers 
of  this  State  and  kept  by  the  College  of  Admiralty  of  the  district 
till  the  counsellors  of  said  College,  having  taken  cognizance  of  the 
fact,  shall  judge  proper  to  dispose  of  them  agreeably  to  the  exigency 
of  the  case. 

'•■  And  to  the  end  that  these  orders  may  be  better  executed,  all 
officers  and  masters  of  privateers  which  shall  anchor  in  the  harbors 
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of  this  State,  shall  be  holden  to  give  notice  at  the  first  place  where 
they  shall  come,  of  the  cause  of  their  arrival  to  the  officers  charged 
by  the  State  with  the  inspection  of  the  entry  of  vessels,  to  present 
to  said  officers  their  commissions,  and  especially  to  declare  what 
prizes  they  have  made,  on  what  nation  they  have  made  them,  and 
in  general  in  what  their  cargoes  consist.  Moreover,  the  said  vessels- 
of-war  or  privateers  shall  permit  the  said  officers  to  put  persons  on 
board  said  prizes  to  guard  them,  and  prevent  any  thing  from  being 
sold  or  discharged  contrary  to  the  present  decree,  and  in  this  manner 
they  shall  put  to  sea  with  their  prizes,  and  depart  from  the  harbors 
of  this  State. 

"And  to  give  more  effect  to  our  intentions,  and  the  better  to 
prevent  all  difference  on  this  subject,  we  advise  by  these  presents 
all  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  others  who  reside  here,  that 
they  will  have  to  conform  to  their  provisions,  and  will  be  careful  of 
taking  upon  themselves  to  purchase,  accept,  or  take  for  their  own 
account,  part  or  the  whole  of  any  prize  brought  into  the  harbors  of 
this  State  under  any  pretext  whatever,  and  also  of  aiding  or  facili- 
tating with  their  persons,  vessels,  or  boats,  the  sale,  discharge,  or 
removal  of  said  prizes,  under  penalty  not  only  that  all  the  effects 
they  shall  have  acquired  against  the  present  decree,  (without  receiv- 
ing any  compensation  for  what  they  have  disbursed,  or  their  arrears 
of  wages,)  shall  be  seized  by  the  College  of  Admiralty  of  the 
district,  and  confiscated  to  the  profit  of  whom  it  may  concern,  but 
also  that  the  party  shall  be  condemned  to  the  payment  of  one 
thousand  florins,  one  third  of  which  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the 
State,  one  third  to  the  informer,  whose  name  shall  remain  secret, 
and  the  remaining  third  for  the  officer  who  shall  have  received  the 
complaint. 

"  And  in  order  that  no  person  may  pretend  ignorance,  we  desire 
and  request  the  Lords  the  Committee  of  Roads  and  the  Deputies 
of  the  States  of  the  respective  Provinces  immediately  to  announce, 
publish,  and  post  up  the  present  placard  wherever  need  shall  be, 
and  as  it  is  customary  to  practice.  We  enjoin,  moreover,  and 
command  the  Counsellors  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Advocate  of  the 
Treasury,  the  Admirals,  Vice-Admirals,  Captains,  Officers  and 
Commandants,  as  also  the  Commissaries,  and  Commissioners  of 
Search  in  the  harbors  and  other  places  to  execute  and  cause  to  be 
executed  the  present  order  j  to  proceed  and  cause  proceedings  to  be 
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had  against  offenders,  without  any  connivance,  favor,  dissimulation, 
or  agreement ;  for  we  have  thus  judged  necessary  for  the  service  of 
the  State. 

"  Done  and  concluded  at  the  Assembly  of  their  High  Mightinesses 
the  States-General  at  the  Hague,  the  third  of  November,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty-six." 


FROM  THE  COLLEGE  OF  ADMIRALTY  OF  AMSTERDAM  TO  THE  ST  ATE  S- 
GENERAL. 

Amsterdam,  October  12th,  1779. 
High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
To  satisfy  the  orders  of  their  High  Mightinesses  and  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  8th  of  this  month,  wherein  it  has  pleased  them  to  demand 
our  opinion  and  our  consideration  of  the  annexed  memorial  of  Sir 
Joseph   Yorke,   Ambassador  Extraordinary   from   his    Majesty   the 
King  of  Great  Britain  near  the  Republic,  we  take  the  liberty  to 
answer  respectfully  their  High  Mightinesses,  that  we  had  the  honor 
to  inform  them  by  our  letter  of  the  8th  of  this  month  of  the  entry 
of  five  ships ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  answer  we  had  given  to 
Captain  Riemersma,  commanding  at  that  time  in  the  roads  of  the 
Texel,  on  the  request  that  had  been  made  to  him  by  Captain  Paul 
Jones,  the  said  answer  containing  in  substance  that  in  the  belief  that 
these  ships  would  depart  on  the  first  opportunity,  we  should  not 
grant  the  debarkation  and  the  stay  on  shore  v/hich  was  asked  for,  of 
two  English  captains,  nor  permit  the  hiring  of  a  house  to  transport 
the  sick  and  v/ounded  ;  and  that,  moreover,  we  charged  the  said 
captain  to  keep  watch  there ;  that  to  provide  that  these  ships  should 
be  in  security,  and  safe  from  storms  and  other  accidents,  would  not 
contravene  the  placard  of  your  High  Mightinesses  of  November  3d, 
1756,  which  we  regard  as  the  rule  according  to  which  all  foreign 
ships-of-war  whatever  they  be,  and  from  whatever  port  they  come, 
which  enter  into  the  harbors  or  roadsteads  of  the  Republic  ought  to 
be  treated,  and  as  having  been  given  with  the  view  that  the  said 
foreign  ships  should  put  to  sea  with  their  prizes,  without  discharging 
them  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  without  selling  them  or  disposing  of 
them  in  any  manner;  that  for  these  reasons,  it  has  appeared  to  us 
that  the  seizure  of  the  said  ships  and  officers  and  sailors  would  be  a 
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contravention  of  the  said  placard  ;  that,  besides,  humanity  requires 
that  the  said  ships  may  stay  to  effect  any  repairs  of  which  they  have 
need,  and  to  procure  to  the  sick  and  wounded  all  the  alleviations 
necessary,  for  the  administering  of  which  it  is  expedient  that  they  be 
brought  on  shore. 

On  which  we  have  judged  it  proper  to  make  representation  to 
their  High  Mightinesses,  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  charge 
Captain  Riemersma,  commandant  at  the  roadstead  of  the  Texel, 
and  to  give  him  order  to  permit  the  debarkation  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  from  said  ships,  to  enable  them  to  receive  the  most  prompt 
assistance  ;  which  we  should  have  already  granted  ourselves  upon 
the  requests  which  have  been  addressed  to  us  on  behalf  of  said  sick 
and  wounded,  if  we  could  have  thought  we  had  a  right  to  do  it 
without  the  authorization  of  their  High  Mightinesses ;  submitting  in 
this  respect  all  final  determinations  to  their  high  wisdom,  and  to  their 
better  opinion. 

Deliberating  on  this,  the  Deputies  of  the  Province  of  Holland  and 
of  West  Friesland  have  taken  a  copy  of  the  above  letter  to  be  more 
amply  communicated  ;  and,  nevertheless,  it  has  been  found  good  and 
determined  that  a  copy  of  said  letter  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
M.  de  Linden  de  Hemme  and  other  deputies  for  marine  aftairs  to 
see,  examine,  and  take  into  consideration  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  respective  Colleges  of  Admiralty,  and  to  make 
report  thereon  to  the  Assembly. 


PERMISSION  TO  LAND   THE  SICK  AND  WOUNPED  OF    THE  ENGLISH  VES- 
SELS TAKEN    BY  PAUL,  JONES. 

Extract  from  the  records  of  their  High  Mightinesses. 

October  15th,  1779. 

M.  de  Heekeren  de  Brantzenburg,  President  of  the  Assembly, 
has  imparted  to  their  High  Mightinesses  that  he  was  informed  by 
Sir  Joseph  Yorke  of  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  who  are  on  board  the  English  vessels  Serapis  and  Countess 
of  Scarborough,  taken  by  Paul  Jones,  and  brought  into  the  Texel, 
and  who,  as  humanity  requires,  not  only  has  not  refused  them 
Vol.  v.— 18 
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accommodation,  but  even  has  procured  them  all  the  assistance  and 
all  the  supplies  possible,  and  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  their 
High  Mightinesses  if  it  would  not  please  them,  without  delay,  to 
authorise  the  College  of  Admiralty  of  Amsterdam  to  have  put  on 
shore  the  said  sick  and  wounded,  to  be  there  tended  and  nursed. 

On  which,  having  deliberated,  it  has  been  thought  good  and 
decreed  that,  without  prejudice  to  ulterior  deliberations  of  their  High 
Mightinesses  on  the  memorial  which  has  been  sent  to  them  on  this 
subject  by  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  the  8th  of  this  month,  every  thing 
continuing  in  this  respect  in  the  same  state,  it  be  written  to  the 
College  of  Admiralty  of  Amsterdam  to  authorise  it,  and  it  is  author- 
ised by  the  present  resolution  to  permit  not  only  that  the  sick  and 
wounded  who  are  in  said  vessels  be  landed  or  put  on  board  a  hospital 
ship,  as  soon  as  one  can  be  prepared  for  this  purpose,  but  besides 
that,  they  be  furnished  by  the  ships-of-war  of  the  Republic  now  in 
the  roadstead  with  the  medicines  and  provisions  necessary,  and  that 
the  surgeons  of  said  ships-of-war  may  bestow  their  care  in  the  treat- 
ment of  those  sick  and  wounded  who  shall  be  debarked.  It  being 
well  understood  that  by  this  arrangement  nothing  shall  be  accounted 
to  be  changed  relative  to  the  condition  of  said  sick  and  wounded  ; 
that  their  High  Mightinesses  will  not  be  responsible  for  those  who 
may  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  for  escape,  and 
that,  under  any  pretext,  either  to  guard  the  prisoners  or  to  maintain 
discipline,  there  may  not  be  allowed  to  go  on  shore  armed  men  more 
than  three  or  four,  and  armed  only  with  their  swords ;  that,  finally, 
nothing  may  be  done  in  said  department  and  dependencies  but  with 
the  knowledge  and  under  the  authority  of  the  officer  commanding 
the  vessels  of  the  Republic  which  are  in  the  roadstead  and  of  those 
in  whose  jurisdiction  shall  be  the  place  where  the  sick  and  wounded 
may  be  debarked. 


INSTRUCTIONS    OF     HOLLAND    AND   WEST    FRIESLAND    TO    THEIR    DEP- 
UTIES. 

Their  Noble  and  Grand  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States  of  Holland 
and  of  West  Friesland,  in  their  Assembly  of  Thursday,  the  21st  of 
October,   1779,  having  resolved  to  qualify  their  Deputies   in  the 
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Generality  to  conform  in  the  Assembly  of  their  High  Mightinesses 
to  the  following  advice  : 

They  are  of  the  opinion  that  they  should  answer  tlie  memorial  of 
Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  presented  the  8th  of  this  month,  that  their 
High  ^lightinesses  be  informed  that  a  short  time  since  there  entered 
into  the  Texel  three  frigates,  viz.,  two  French,  and  one  styling  itself 
American,  commanded  by  Paul  Jones,  having  with  them  two  prizes, 
made  by  them  at  sea,  named  Serapis  and  Countess  of  Scarborough, 
designated  in  his  memorial. 

That  their  High  ^Mightinesses,  having  for  more  than  a  century 
constantly  observed  and  manifested  by  successive  placards  that  they 
would  not  in  any  manner  give  any  judgment  for  or  against  the  legality 
or  illegality  of  the  acts  of  those  who,  not  sailing  under  these  Prov- 
inces, make  prizes  at  sea,  and  bring  them  into  the  roadsteads  of  this 
country,  not  opening  their  ports  to  them  on  any  other  terms  than  for 
them  to  put  in  in  case  of  tempest  or  other  disasters,  and  obliging 
them  to  return  with  them  to  sea  as  they  brought  them  in,  they 
would  not  undertake  to  examine  whether  the  prizes  brought  in  by 
said  three  frigates  belong  to  the  French  or  to  the  Americans,  whether 
they  are  legal  or  illegal,  but  must  abandon  all  this  to  the  decision  of 
those  who  have  jurisdiction ;  and  that  they  would  compel  them 
altogether  to  return  to  sea,  for  that,  subject  here  to  be  retaken  as  if 
they  had  never  landed  in  this  country,  they  will  be  judged  by  the 
proper  tribunal ;  inasmuch  as  the  Ambassador  will  acknowledge 
himself  that  he  would  have  no  less  a  right  to  reclaim  them  if  they 
belonged  to  English  subjects  than  if  they  were  vessels  of  the  King, 
which  they  happened  to  be  in  this  case;  and  by  consequence  this 
would  not  authorise  their  High  Mightinesses  to  bring  it  before  the 
tribunals  of  this  country  any  more  than  the  person  of  Paul  Jones. 

That  with  respect  to  acts  of  humanity,  their  High  Mightinesses 
have  already  manifested  to  the  Ambassador  their  eagerness  to  exer- 
cise them  in  regard  to  the  wounded  on  board  said  vessels,  and  that 
they  have  given  orders  in  consequence. 

They  would  be  of  opinion,  moreover,  that  they  ought  to  answer 
the  College  of  Admiralty  of  Amsterdam,  that  their  High  Mightinesses 
approve  what  is  done ;  that  in  conformity  to  their  placard  of  the  3d 
of  November,  1756,  which  prohibits  the  overhauling  and  breaking 
up  of  the  cargoes  of  prizes  for  the  purpose  of  securing  them  from 
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recapture,  and  allowing  to  the  captor  the  right  of  disposing  of 
them,  they  persist  in  it  also  in  the  case  of  the  prizes  Serapis  and 
Countess  of  Scarborough,  authorising  said  College  to  do  what  is  in 
their  power  that  the  said  five  frigates  depart,  the  sooner  the  better, 
and  to  take  care  that  there  be  not  delivered  to  them,  nor  carried  on 
board  any  munitions  of  war  or  naval  stores,  but  such  things  only  as 
they  want  in  order  to  put  to  sea  and  reach  the  first  foreign  port,  to 
prevent  all  suspicion  of  their  equipment  and  arming  in  this  country. 


THE  DUC  DE  LA  VAUGUYON  TO  JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 

The  Hague,  October  29th,  1779. 
Sir, 
1  ought  to  advise  you  that  M.  de  Sartine  has  informed  me  that  he 
has  renounced  the  intentions  that  I  had  been  charged  to  communi- 
cate to  you,  and  that  you  will  find  at  Dunkirk  orders  for  your  final 
destination.     I  learn  with  much  pleasure  that  the  necessary  repairs 
of  the  ships  which  you  command  will  be  completed  immediately, 
and  that  you  have  received  all  the  assistance  you  could,  and  ought 
to  expect.     I  desire  very  earnestly  that  success  shall   again  reward 
your  valor.     No  person  will  be  more  rejoiced  at  it  than  myself. 
Believe  me,  with  the  sincerest  sentiments,  Sic,  &.C., 

THE  DUC  DE  LA  VAUGUYON. 


SIR  JOSEPH  YORKE  TO  THE  STATES-GENERAL. 

The  Hague,  October  29th,  1779. 
High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

In  thanking  your  High  Mightinesses  for  the  orders  your  humanity 
has  dictated  in  relation  to  the  wounded  who  were  on  board  two 
vessels  of  the  King,  the  Serapis  and  Countess  of  Scarborough,  I  only 
discharge  the  orders  of  his  Majesty  in  renewing  the  most  strong  and 
urgent  demand  for  the  seizure  and  restitution  of  said  vessels,  as  well 
as  for  the  enlargement  of  their  crews,  who  have  been  seized  by 
the  pirate  Paul  Jones,  a  Scotchman,  a  rebellious  subject  and  State 
criminal. 

The  sentiments  of  equity  and  justice  of  your  High  Mightinesses 
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leave  no  room  to  doubt  thai,  in  taking  into  a  more  mature  delibera- 
tion all  the  circumstances  of  this  affair,  you  will  recognize  readily 
the  justice  of  a  demand,  founded  as  well  on  the  most  solemn  treaties 
which  have  subsisted  more  than  a  century  between  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Provinces,  as  on  the  principles  of  the 
law  of  nations  and  the  custom  of  friendly  and  allied  States. 

The  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Breda,  of  the  31st  of  July,  1667, 
confirmed  and  renewed  expressly  in  that  of  1716,  and  in  all  the 
subsequent  ones,  are  too  clear  and  incontestable  in  this  respect  not 
to  be  felt  in  all  their  force. 

The  King  considered  it  derogatory  to  his  dignity,  as  well  as  to 
that  of  your  High  Mightinesses,  to  expose  the  particulars  of  a  case 
so  notorious  as  that  in  question,  or  to  cite  to  the  ancient  friends  and 
allies  of  his  Crown  analogous  examples  of  other  Princes  and  States. 

I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  remark  that  the  placard  of  your 
High  Mightinesses  in  prescribing  to  the  captains  of  foreign  ships-of- 
war  to  show  their  letters  of  marque  or  commissions,  authorise  you 
according  to  the  general  custom  of  Admiralties  to  treat  as  pirates 
those  whose  letters  are  found  to  be  illegal  for  not  being  issued  by  a 
sovereign  Power. 

The  character  of  Paul  Jones,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
affair,  cannot  by  their  notoriety  be  unknown  to  your  High  Mighti- 
nesses. Europe  has  her  eyes  fixed  on  your  resolution.  Your  High 
Mightinesses  know  too  well  the  value  of  good  faith  not  to  give  an 
example  of  it  on  this  important  occasion.  The  least  deviation  from 
a  rule  so  sacred,  in  weakening  friendship  among  neighbors,  produces 
often  unfortunate  consequences. 

The  King  has  always  made  it  his  pride  to  cultivate  the  friendship 
of  your  High  Mightinesses.  His  Majesty  persists  steadfastly  in  the 
same  sentiments  ;  but  the  English  nation  does  not  think  itself  bound 
by  any  of  its  proceedings  to  have  its  citizens  detained  prisoners  in  a 
port  of  the  Republic  by  an  outlaw,  a  subject  of  the  same  country, 
and  who  enjoys  the  liberty  of  which  they  are  deprived. 

It  is  for  all  these  reasons,  and  many  others  equally  solid,  which 
cannot  escape  the  great  penetration  and  sagacity  of  your  High 
Mightinesses,  that  the  undersigned  hopes  to  receive  a  ready  and 
favorable  answer  to  the  above,  conformable  to  the  just  expectation 
of  the  King  his  master,  and  of  the  British  nation. 

JOSEPH  YORKE. 
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JOHN  PAUL  JONES  TO  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  WEIBERT,  IN  THE  SERVICE 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Their  High  Mightinesses  the  States-General  of  Holland  have 
granted  permission  to  us  to  land  on  the  Island  of  Texel  a  number 
of  wounded  British  prisoners  of  war  now  in  our  hands,  to  guard 
them  by  our  American  soldiers  in  the  fort  of  that  island,  with  the 
draw-bridges  hauled  up  or  let  down  at  our  discretion,  and  to  remove 
them  again  from  thence  to  our  ships  at  our  free  will  and  pleasure, 
and  dispose  of  them  afterwards  as  though  they  had  not  been  landed. 
Therefore  you  are  hereby  appointed  Governor-General  over  the 
wounded  and  the  soldiers  that  are  destined  this  day  to  conduct  them 
there,  until  further  orders. 

These  wounded  prisoners  are  to  be  supported  and  provided  with 
good  surgeons  and  medicine,  and  with  necessary  attendance,  at  the 
expense  of  the  United  States.  The  Commissary  of  the  Admiralty, 
who  resides  on  the  Texel,  has  undertaken,  by  our  orders,  to  furnish 
you  with  the  necessary  provisions ;  and  surgeons,  medicine,  and 
bedding,  he,  are  sent  from  the  squadron.  In  short,  these  prisoners, 
together  with  such  other  sick  and  wounded  as  we  may  hereafter  see 
fit  to  send  to  your  care  in  that  fort  on  the  Texel,  are  to  be  treated 
with  all  possible  tenderness  and  humanity.  And  you  are  to  take 
care  that  no  person  under  your  command  may  give  any  cause  of 
complaint  whatever  to  the  subjects  or  government  of  this  country ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  to  behave  towards  them  with  the  utmost  com- 
plaisance and  civility. 

For  which  this  shall  be  your  order. 

Given  on  board  the  American  ship-of-war  the  Serapis,  at  anchor 
in  the  road  of  Texel,  November  1st,  1779. 

JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 


JOHN  PAUL  JONES  TO  THE  DUG  DE  LA  VAUGUYON. 

Texel,  November  4th,  1779. 

Sir, 

This  morning  the  commandant  of  the  road  sent  me  word  to  come 

and  speak  to  him  on  board  his  ship.     He  had  before  him  on  the 

table  a  letter,  which  he  said  was  from  the  Prince  of  Orange.     He 

questioned  me  very  closely  whether  I  had  a  French  commission, 
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and  if  I  had,  he  ahnost  insisted  upon  seeing  it.  In  conformity  to 
your  advice,  I  told  him  that  my  French  commission  not  having  been 
found  among  my  papers  since  the  loss  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard, 
I  feared  that  it  had  gone  to  the  bottom  in  that  ship  ;  but  that  if  it 
was  really  lost,  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  procure  a  duplicate  of 
it  from  France.  The  commandant  appeared  to  be  very  uneasy  and 
anxious  for  my  departure.  I  have  told  him,  that  as  there  are  eight 
of  the  enemy's  ships  laying  wait  for  me  at  the  south  entrance,  and 
four  more  at  the  north  entrance  of  the  port,  I  was  unable  to  fight 
more  than  three  times  my  force ;  but  that  he  might  rest  assured  of 
my  intention  to  depart  with  the  utmost  expedition,  whenever  I  found 
a  possibility  to  go  clear. 

I  should  be  very  happy,  sir,  if  I  could  tell  you  of  my  being  ready. 
I  should  have  departed  long  ago,  if  I  had  met  with  common  assist- 
ance ;  but  for  a  fortnight  past  I  have  every  day  expected  the  necessary 
supply  of  water  from  Amsterdam,  in  cisterns,  and  I  have  been  last 
night  only  informed  that  it  cannot  be  had  unless  I  send  up  water 
casks.  The  provisions,  too,  that  were  ordered  the  day  I  returned  to 
Amsterdam  from  the  Hague,  are  not  yet  sent  down,  and  the  spars 
that  have  been  sent  from  Amsterdam  are  spoiled  in  the  making.  None 
of  the  iron  work  that  was  ordered  for  the  Serapis  is  yet  completed, 
so  that  I  am,  even  to  this  hour,  in  want  of  hinges  to  hang  the  lower 
gun  ports.  My  officers  and  men  lost  their  clothes  and  beds  in  the 
Bon  Homme  Richard,  and  they  have  as  yet  got  no  supply.  The 
bread  that  has  been  twice  a  week  sent  down  from  Amsterdam  to 
feed  my  people,  has  been,  literally  speaking,  rotten  ;  and  the  conse- 
quence is,  that  they  are  falling  sick.  It  is  natural,  also,  that  they 
should  be  discontented,  while  I  am  not  able  to  tell  them  that  they 
will  be  paid  the  value  of  their  property  in  the  Serapis  and  Countess 
of  Scarborough,  if  either  or  both  of  them  should  be  lost  or  taken 
after  sailing  from  hence. 

Thus  you  see,  sir,  that  my  prospects  are  far  from  pleasing.  I 
have  but  few  men,  and  they  are  discontented.  If  you  can  authorise 
me  to  promise  them,  at  all  hazards,  that  their  property  in  the  prizes 
shall  be  made  good,  and  that  they  shall  receive  the  necessary  clothing 
and  bedding,  or  money  to  buy  them  with,  I  believe  I  shall  soon  be 
able  to  bring  them  again  into  a  good  humor.  In  the  meantime,  I 
will  send  a  vessel  or  two  out  to  reconnoiter  the  offing  and  to  bring 
me  word.    Whatever  may  be  the  consequence  of  my  having  put  into 
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this  harbor,  I  must  observe  that  it  was  done  contrary  to  my  opinion, 
and  I  consented  to  it  only  because  the  majority  of  my  colleagues 
were  earnest  for  it. 

I  am  under  a  very  singular  obligation  to  you,  sir,  for  your  kind 
letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  on  the  29th  of 
last  month.  It  shall  be  my  ambition  to  get  clear  of  my  present 
embarrassment,  and  to  merit,  what  I  so  much  esteem,  the  good 
opinion  of  your  Excellency  and  of  the  Court,  by  my  future  service 
in  support  of  the  common  cause. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &ic.,  JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 


M.  DUiMAS  TO  THE  DUO  DE  LA  VAUGUYON. 

Helder,  November  9th,  1779. 

Sir, 

To  fulfil  my  promise,  it  is  my  duty  by  the  first  post  to  give  inform- 
ation to  your  Excellency,  that  in  spite  of  the  bad  roads  and  dark 
nights,  I  arrived  here  this  morning.  I  saw  immediately  M.  Cotti- 
neau,  from  whom  here  is  a  letter  enclosed  to  your  Excellency. 
There  was  a  violent  storm,  which  prevented  me  from  going  on  board 
the  Serapis.  Nevertheless,  having  found  means  to  make  known  my 
arrival  to  the  Commodore,  he  came  on  shore  this  evening  for  half 
an  hour  only,  in  order  that  he  might  reach  his  ship  again  before 
night.  He  will  send  his  boat  to-morrow  for  me  to  breakfast  with 
him,  to  converse  longer  on  our  affairs,  and  it  may  be  to  make  a  visit 
together  to  the  Vice- Admiral. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  already  learnt  that  not  only  the  Com- 
modore has  not  written  any  thing  at  all  on  what  has  given  us 
uneasiness,  but  even  that  he  has  not  said  any  thing  of  which  they 
can  make  an  authentic  use ;  that  he  showed  to  M.  Riemersma,  on 
his  arrival,  as  well  as  to  the  other  captains,  his  commission,  which  is 
American,  not  having  any  other;  that  he  will  give  me  a  copy,  with 
a  declaration  signed  at  the  bottom  by  himself,  that  he  had  shown  it ; 
and  that  as  to  the  cartel  made  between  himself  and  Captain  Pearson, 
ihey  have  had  no  other  surety  for  its  basis  than  the  permission  of 
this  Government  to  put  on  shore  the  wounded  prisoners,  without 
changing  in  any  manner  their  condition,  having  taken  upon  them, 
besides,  each  one  on  his  part,  to  engage  their  respective  Sovereigns. 
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All,  therefore,  that  I  shall  be  able  to  do  further  in  this  respect,  will 
be  to  get  signed  by  Mr.  Jones  the  copy  he  sent  me  of  this  cartel. 
The  crowded  inns  leave  me  no  place  for  a  lodging  but  the  house  of 
a  peasant,  where  I  write  this  letter  as  I  can.  I  fear  that  notwith- 
standing the  good  will  of  the  Commodore,  he  will  not  be  in  condition 
to  depart  in  fifteen  days ;  and  on  examining  things  closely,  and  com- 
paring the  complaints  of  one  with  those  of  another,  as  to  the  delays, 
I  find  that  the  great  and  true  cause  is  this  bad  roadstead,  distant 
from  Amsterdam  twenty-five  leagues  by  water. 

The  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  21st  of  October,  which  I  have 
sent  to  the  Commodore,  is  a  paper  very  necessary  to  him. 

They  will  not  be  able  longer  to  impose  on  him,  or  spread  snares 
for  him.  His  way  will  be  clear.  He  regrets  only  that  it  had  not 
been  sooner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &ic.,  DUMAS. 


TO  THE  DUG  DE  LA  VAUGUYON. 

On  board  the  Serapis,  November  11th,  1779. 
Sir, 

According  to  my  letter  of  the  day  before  yesterday,  I  was  yes- 
terday morning  on  board  the  Serapis.  The  weather  was  so  thick  in 
the  evening  that  there  was  no  chance  of  sending  any  thing  on  shore 
that  night.  The  Commodore  and  myself,  with  great  difficulty,  went 
to  make  a  visit  to  the  Dutch  Vice- Admiral,  in  which  all  that  has 
been  said  was  so  well  cleared  up,  that  nothing  can  (at  least  on  our 
part)  cause  a  change  in  the  state  of  things  as  they  vi^ere  after  the 
21st  of  October.  The  result  of  the  visit  is,  in  substance,  that  they 
do  not  much  approve  the  expedient  of  providing  two  different  flags 
in  order  to  make  use  of  one  in  default  of  the  other  ;  that  they  rather 
preferred  that  the  whole  squadron  should  have  been  entered  under 
the  flag  and  commission  of  France,  as  not  being  liable  to  any  diffi- 
culties ;  but  since  what  had  been  done  could  not  be  otherwise,  they 
desire  and  expect  that  the  squadron  shall  depart  with  the  first  fair 
wind  ;  as  also  that  there  shall  not  be  in  this  roadstead  any  trans- 
portation of  prisoners  on  board  the  King's  cutters  that  are  here  ; 
which  the  Commodore  promised. 

To-day  we  have  been  with  M.  Ricot  on  board  one  of  the  cutters, 
where  we  found  the  two  captains,  Messrs.  De  la  Laune  and  De  la 
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Bourdonnoie,  who  received  us  with  all  the  cordiahty,  and  manifested 
all  the  good  will  imaginable.  They  do  for  us  what  they  can,  and 
M.  de  la  Laune  will  inform  your  Excellency  of  it. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  depart  for  Amsterdam  the  morning  after 
to-morrow,  if  I  can  without  danger  be  put  on  shore  to-morrow,  with 
the  satisfaction  of  having  by  my  journey  hither,  cleared  up  and 
much  accelerated  affairs  ;  in  a  word,  of  having  been  useful.  I  see 
no  possibility  of  being  able  to  write  to  Dr.  Franklin.  He  cannot, 
therefore,  know  any  thing,  nor,  consequently,  the  Minister,  except 
what  your  Excellency  shall  judge  worthy  to  be  communicated  in 
your  despatches,  of  the  contents  of  my  letters;  &;c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c.,  DUMAS. 


THE  BUG  DE  LA  VAUGUYON  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 
^. ,  The  Hague,  November  11th,  1779. 

I  have  received  the  letter  that  you  addressed  to  me  the  9th  of 
this  month,  and  that  of  M.  Cottineau,  which  was  annexed.  I  learn 
with  pleasure  what  you  tell  me  relative  to  the  object  which  induced 
me  to  urge  your  departure.  I  hope  you  will  not  delay  to  give  me, 
in  this  respect,  details  yet  more  satisfactory,  and  perfectly  conform- 
able to  the  intentions  I  have  unfolded  to  you. 

M.  Cottineau  represents  to  me  the  extreme  inconvenience  which 
results  from  the  impossibility  of  putting  on  shore  the  sick  and 
wounded  among  the  prisoners. 

I  think  it  would  be  proper  that  you  might  see,  with  prudence  and 
discretion,  if  it  would  not  be  possible  to  obtain  permission  of  the 
Admiralty ;  but  it  would  be  necessary,  in  order  to  ask  it,  to  be  very 
sure  beforehand  that  you  will  not  be  refused. 

You  know  the  truth  of  my  inviolable  sentiments. 

THE  DUG  DE  LA  VAUGUYON. 


THE  DUG  DE  LA  VAUGUYON  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

^.  The  Hague,  November  12th,  1779. 

I  have  just  received  orders  from  the  Minister  of  the  Marine,  which 
I  must  communicate  to  you,  and  it  is  necessary  that  you  return  here 
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immediately.     You  will  please  to  say  to  Mr.  Jones,  that  he  ought 
not  to  set  sail  before  I  have  imparted  to  him  the  instructions  which 
have  been  sent,  as  it  will  be  necessary  to  suspend  his  departure  till 
a  new  order ;  but  not  to  lose  an  instant  in  hastening  the  repairs. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

THE  DUG  DE  LA  VAUGUYON. 


TO  THE  DUG  DE  LA  VAUGUYON. 

c..  November  13th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  I  was  at  the  Texel  with  the  Commodore,  to  adjust 
affairs  with  a  Gommissioner  of  the  Admiralty,  as  to  the  light-house 
dues,  so  as  to  satisfy  every  body  ;  but  this  morning  the  Dutch  Vice- 
Admiral  sought  me,  in  his  boat,  to  repeat  to  me  what  he  had  already 
said  to  the  Gommodore,  that  he  ought  to  depart  with  the  first  good 
wind;  in  consequence,  I  have  been  with  Gaptain  Ricot  and  the 
commandant  of  the  Scarborough  on  board  of  the  French  cutter  to 
adjust  things,  of  which  I  will  give  a  verbal  account  to  your  Excel- 
lency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  k,c.,  DUMAS. 


THE  DUG  DE  LA  VAUGUYON  TO  G.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Amsterdam,  November  17th,  1779. 
Sir, 

They  write  me  from  the  Hague  that  the  States  of  Holland  adopted 
yesterday,  by  a  majority,  a  resolution  to  compel  Mr.  Jones  to  depart. 
I  inform  you  of  it  that  you  may  lose  no  time  in  returning  to  the 
Texel  and  executing  the  necessary  arrangements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sic, 

THE  DUG  DE  LA  VAUGUYON. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE   OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Hague,  December  9th,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

On   the   16th   and   17th  of  November,  the  French  Ambassador 

having  given  us  a  meeting  at  Amsterdam,  apprized  us  of  the  inten- 
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tioii  of  the  King,  to  wit,  that  the  cruise  should  terminate  at  the 
Texel,  and  that  the  prizes  should  be  conducted  into  France  by  two 
French  Captains  of  the  squadron.  Captain  Jones,  on  his  part,  had 
an  order  from  Dr.  Franklin  to  go  on  board  the  Alliance.  On  the 
18th  and  19th  we  returned  to  the  Texel.  The  following  days  we 
effected  these  changes.  The  Dutch  Vice-Admiral  (a  decided  Tory, 
who  had  succeeded  the  brave  Captain  Riemersma,  a  good  Republican 
and  friend  to  the  Americans)  perceived  it,  and  disturbed  us  very 
much,  particularly  after  having  received  the  resolution  of  the  19th 
of  November,  and  the  instructions  of  his  Court  on  this  subject. 

Every  day  he  pressed  and  threatened  us,  though  the  wind  was 
always  contrary.  On  the  24th  of  November,  among  others,  the 
officer  second  in  command  came  to  read  to  us  a  paper,  which  he 
afterwards  put  in  his  pocket.  I  had  anticipated  the  contents,  and 
made  on  my  part  a  writing,  which  I  likewise  read  to  him  as  follows : 
<'  The  Commodore  loses  not  a  moment  in  providing  for  his 
departure  with  the  first  good  wind  in  his  vessel,  the  Alliance,  and  he 
will  give  the  signal  for  departure  to  the  others,  which  will  follow  him 
if  they  can.  He  thinks  he  cannot  give  a  stronger  proof  of  his  respect 
for  the  resolution  of  their  High  Mightinesses.  Thus  the  threats  of 
the  Vice-Admiral  are  superfluous,  and  against  the  very  terms  of  this 
resolution  of  their  High  Mightinesses.  He  cannot  go  on  board  any 
other  vessel  than  the  Alliance,  without  counteracting  the  designs  of 
his  superiors. 

"As  to  the  prizes,  the  placard  of  1756,  and  of  course  the  designs 
of  their  High  Mightinesses,  are  scrupulously  observed,  in  that  they 
have  not  disposed  of  or  changed  anything,  and  that  when  they  depart 
they  may  be  recaptured.  1  require  for  the  future  every  order  or 
threat  in  writing,  in  order  to  send  copies  to  the  general  Congress  and 
to  Dr.  Franklin." 

November  2dth.  Having  sent  again  to  hasten  us,  I  made  him 
confess  with  a  loud  voice,  in  presence  of  our  crew  and  of  his  own 
rowers,  that  he  required  an  impossibility,  a  declaration  which  I  made 
the  pilot  sign  afterwards.     Then  he  let  us  alone  during  ten  days. 

December  Sth.  The  wind  appearing  favorable,  his  officer  found 
us  ready  to  depart ;  but  the  wind  changing,  it  was  necessary  to  cast 
anchor  again  after  it  had  been  already  weighed. 

By  the  extract  of  the  resolution  of  the  26th  November,  you  will 
see,  gentlemen,  that  the  Stadtholder  had  taken  on  himself  to  apply  to 
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the  Alliance  only  what  had  been  resolved  in  regard  to  the  whole 
squadron,  and  especially  to  the  prizes ;  that  the  States-General  have 
approved  it,  and  that  thus  they  have  thought  they  might  dispense 
with  consulting  the  Province  of  Holland  on  this  new  case.  They 
are  not  content  with  this  arbitrary  procedure,  and  will  make  new 
protests,  copies  of  which  they  have  promised  to  furnish  me.  The 
others,  on  their  side,  appear  to  think  that  they  have  gone  too  far,  as 
may  be  seen  by  the  letter  of  the  Vice-Admiral,  which  certainly  is 
not  written  without  order.  As  to  the  arrangement  made  on  the  16th 
and  17th,  I  suspend  my  opinion  till  I  see  where  the  whole  will  end. 
But  I  highly  applauded  Mr.  Jones  for  having  answered  the  Dutch 
Admiral  as  he  did. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

December  10th,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

The  following  intelligence  will  show  in  what  manner  the  States- 
General  have  proceeded  respecting  Sir  Joseph  Yorke's  demand  for 
the  seizure  of  Paul  Jones's  prizes  : 

Ley  den,  Novernher  25th.  "  The  publicity  of  the  claims  whicli 
Sir  J.  Yorke,  Ambassador  of  Great  Britain,  has  made  by  order  of  his 
Court,  on  the  occasion  of  the  entry  of  Paul  Jones  with  his  prizes  into 
the  road  of  the  Texel,  having  excited  the  attention  of  Europe  to 
this  affair,  on  which  subject  the  spirit  of  party  on  both  sides  has 
spread  sundry  unfounded  reports,  we  think  ourselves  under  obligation 
to  communicate  to  our  readers  the  definitive  resolution  which  the 
States-General  took  in  relation  to  it  last  Friday  ;  a  resolution  which 
reconciles  the  most  scrupulous  obligations  of  neutrality  with  the 
friendship  which  subsists  between  Great  Britain  and  this  Republic. 
Here  is  the  translation  of  it : 

"  '  Wednesday,  November  I9th,  1779.  Having  deliberated  by 
resolution  on  the  memorial  presented  by  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  Ambas- 
sador Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of  his  IMajesty  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  on  the  29th  of  last  month, 
to  renew,  in  pursuance  of  the  precise  orders  of  his  said  Majesty,  the 
most  urgent  instances  for  the  seizure  and  restitution  of  two  of  the 
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King's  ships,  Serapis  and  Countess  of  Scarborough,  as  well  as  for 
the  release  of  their  crews,  which  a  certain  Paul  Jones  had  seized,  as 
is  more  fully  related  in  the  registers  under  date  of  the  29th  of  last 
month,  it  has  been  resolved  and  determined  to  answer  the  aforesaid 
memorial  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  that,  upon  the  reiterated  instances 
which  the  Ambassador  has  made,  by  order  of  his  Court,  for  the 
seizure  and  restitution  of  the  ships  Serapis  and  Countess  of  Scarbo- 
rough, as  well  as  for  the  release  of  the  crews  of  said  vessels,  which  a 
certain  Paul  Jones  has  taken,  and  with  which  he  has  entered  into 
the  road  of  the  Texel,  their  High  Mightinesses  have  repeatedly 
taken  into  mature  consideration  all  the  circumstances  of  this  affair, 
and  they  find  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  his 
Majesty  to  consent  that  their  High  Mightinesses  should  persist  in 
their  ancient  maxim,  which  is  that,  without  interfering  in  any  decision 
upon  the  legality  or  illegality  of  prizes  brought  into  their  ports,  they 
should  compel  them  to  put  to  sea,  their  High  Mightinesses  judging 
that  this  maxim  itself  is  founded  on  treaties. 

"  'But  for  evident  proof  that  they  do  not  desire  that  any  supplies 
may  be  furnished  from  this  country  to  the  inhabitants  of  his  Majesty's 
American  Colonies,  they  gave  orders  immediately  on  the  arrival  of 
Paul  Jones  that  he  should  not  be  furnished  with  any  munitions  of 
war  or  other  articles,  except  those  of  which  he  would  have  need  in 
order  to  put  to  sea  and  reach  the  nearest  port  in  which  he  might  be 
admitted.  That  their  High  Mightinesses  will  also  give  orders  that 
he  set  sail  as  soon  as  his  vessels  can  put  to  sea,  and  when  wind  and 
weather  will  permit,  and  even  will  compel  him  in  case  it  should  be 
required.  That  their  High  IMightinesses  are  assured  that  it  will  be 
evident  thereby  that  they  persist  invariably  in  the  declaration  made 
to  his  Majesty  "  that  they  desire  to  do  nothing  from  which  it  might 
lawfully  be  inferred  that  they  recognise  the  independence  of  the 
Colonies  of  his  Majesty  in  America ;"  and  that  they  grant  to  Paul 
Jones  neither  supplies  nor  harbor,  but  that  following  solely  the  treat- 
ment which  they  have  at  all  times  been  accustomed  to  give  to  those 
who  come  into  their  roads  to  obtain  for  a  time  shelter  against  the 
disasters  of  the  sea,  they  do  not  concern  themselves  with  what 
passes  on  the  sea ;  and  without  taking  cognizance  of  it,  they  leave 
and  cause  to  be  restored  every  thing  to  the  state  in  which  it  was  a 
short  time  before  the  vessels  came  into  the  country.  That  their 
High   Mightinesses   flatter   themselves   that   his   Majesty   and   the 
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English  nation,  for  whom  their  High  Mightinesses  have  all  possible 
respect,  will  be  satisfied  with  these  dispositions  without  insisting 
further  on  the  claim  they  have  made ;  that  an  extract  from  the  reso- 
lution of  their  High  Mightinesses  will  be  sent  to  Sir  Joseph  Yorke, 
by  the  agent,  Vander  Burch  de  Spierinxhoek. 

"'That,  moreover,  directions  shall  be  given  to  the  College  of 
Admiralty  at  Amsterdam,  to  cause  it  to  be  signified  and  made  known 
to  Paul  Jones,  that  their  High  Mightinesses  are  assured  that  having 
only  put  in  to  place  his  injured  vessels  in  shelter  from  the  dangers  of 
the  sea,  there  has  been  sufficient  time  to  put  them  in  condition  for 
sea,  and  that  consequently  they  desire  that  he  should  make  sail  as 
soon  as  possible,  when  the  wind  and  weather  shall  be  favorable,  and 
withdraw  from  this  country  ;  forasmuch  as  their  High  Mightinesses 
cannot  permit  him  to  continue  here,  and  as  the  season  of  winter, 
which  is  approaching,  may  create  greater  inconveniences  in  this 
respect ;  so  that  to  avoid  them  it  is  necessary  that  he  allow  no  favor- 
able opportunity  to  escape  of  putting  to  sea.  That  this  is  the  serious 
intention  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  and  that  they  cannot  delay  ; 
but  if  he  should  not  comply,  it  would  oblige  them  to  take  measures 
that  would  not  be  agreeable  to  him. 

"  «  That,  however,  to  allow  no  mistake  on  this  point,  and  to  prevent 
delays,  his  Serene  Highness  will  be  required,  and  he  is  hereby 
required,  to  give  orders  to  Vice-Admiral  Reynst,  or  to  the  officer 
commanding  in  the  roadstead  of  the  Texel,  to  effect  with  all  possible 
discretion  that  the  aforesaid  Paul  Jones  depart  with  his  prizes  as 
soon  as  wind  and  weather  will  permit ;  not  to  admit  any  delay  in 
this  respect,  that  the  nature  of  the  case  does  not  require,  and  to 
provide,  if  need  be,  by  all  suitable  means,  not  excepting  force,  that 
the  orders  of  their  High  Mightinesses  be  executed  in  the  road- 
stead.' " 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 


TO  THE   COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Hague,  December  11th,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 
1  send  you  the  following  intelligence  relating  to  further  proceed- 
ings in  regard  to  Captain  Paul  Jones  : 

"  Circumstances  having  changed  in  regard  to  the  squadron  of 
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Paul  Jones  in  the  Texel,  the  States-General  have  thought  proper  to 
suspend  the  effect  of  their  resolution  of  the  19lh  of  November  by 
another,  which  their  High  Mightinesses  adopted  on  the  26th  of  the 
same  month.  It  appears  that  on  the  4th  instant  they  received  a 
letter  from  the  Prince  Stadtholder,  in  which  his  Serene  Highness 
informs  them  'that,  conformably  to  their  said  resolution  of  the  19th 
of  November,  he  had  sent  the  necessary  orders  to  Vice- Admiral 
Reynst,  commanding  in  the  road  of  the  Texel,  that  he  would  conduct 
with  all  possible  discretion,  and  that  he  would  effect  by  all  suit- 
able means,  not  excepting  even  force,  that  Paul  Jones  should  put  to 
sea  with  the  vessels  under  his  command  and  with  his  prizes.  But 
that  after  Paul  Jones  had  declared  he  was  ready  to  obey  the  orders 
of  their  High  Mightinesses,  and  that  as  soon  as  he  should  be  in  a 
condition  he  would  profit  by  the  first  occasion  to  take  the  sea,  it 
happened  on  the  25th  of  November  that  Vice-Admiral  Reynst, 
having  sent  Captain  Van  Overmeer  on  board  the  Serapis  to  notify 
again,  in  the  most  formal  manner,  the  commanding  officer  that  he 
must  be  provided  with  a  pilot  and  depart  with  the  first  favorable 
wind,  he  was  answered  that  this  vessel  was  no  longer  commanded  by 
Paul  Jones,  but  by  the  French  captain,  Cottineau  de  Cosgelin,  who 
had  taken  possession  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  France.'  The 
Prince  Stadtholder  referred,  besides,  to  the  letter  itself  of  Vice- 
Admiral  Reynst,  as  well  as  to  the  pieces  thereto  annexed  ;  and  his 
Serene  Highness  added,  '  that  in  awaiting  the  final  orders  of  their 
High  Mightinesses  he  had  provisionally  written  to  Vice-Admiral 
Reynst  not  to  use  force  till  further  orders,  in  regard  to  those  vessels 
whose  commanders  should  prove  that  they  were  provided  with  a 
commission  from  the  King  of  France ;  the  preceding  orders  remain- 
ing, nevertheless,  in  their  full  force  in  regard  to  the  Alliance,  actually 
commanded  by  Paul  Jones ;'  and  that  he  at  the  same  time  charged 
the  abovenamed  Vice-Admiral  '  to  take  care  that,  conformably  to  the 
placard  of  their  High  Mightinesses  of  the  3d  of  November,  1756, 
none  of  the  prisoners  who  were  not  brought  into  the  road  on  board 
said  ship  Alliance,  should  be  carried  away  in  this  ship ;'  his  Serene 
Highness  flattering  himself  that  their  High  Mightinesses  would 
approve  his  proceedings  in  this  business.  Upon  which  their  High 
Mightinesses  having  deliberated,  immediately  thanked  the  Prince 
Stadtholder  for  the  communication  that  his  Serene  Highness  had 
made,  and  approved  in  all  respects  his  procedure  in  the  affair  of 
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which  he  had  written  them,  reserving  to  themselves  a  further  dehb- 
eration  on  the  part  to  be  taken  on  this  occasion." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  DUMAS. 


JOHN  PAUL  JONES  TO  THE  DUC  DE  LA  VAUGUYON. 

Alliance,  Texel,  December  13th,  1779. 
Sir, 
Perhaps  there  are  many  men  in  the  world  who  would  esteenoi  as 
an  honor  the  commission  that  I  have  this  day  refused.  My  rank  from 
the  beginning  knew  no  superior  in  the  marine  of  America;  how, 
then,  must  I  be  humbled  were  I  to  accept  a  letter  of  marque !  I 
should,  sir,  esteem  myself  inexcusable  were  I  to  accept  even  a  com- 
mission of  equal  or  superior  denomination  with  that  I  bear,  unless  1 
were  previously  authorised  either  by  Congress  or  some  other  compe- 
tent authority  in  Europe  ;  and  I  must  tell  you  that  on  my  arrival  at 
Brest  from  my  expedition  in  the  Irish  Channel,  Count  d'Orvilliers 
offered  to  procure  for  me  from  Court  a  commission  of  Captain  des 
Vaisseaux,  which  I  did  not  then  accept  for  the  same  reason,  although 
the  war  between  France  and  England  was  not  then  begun,  and  of 
course  the  commission  of  France  would  have  protected  me  from  an 
enemy  of  superior  force. 

It  is  matter  of  the  highest  astonishment  to  me  that,  after  so  many 
compliments  and  fair  professions,  the  Court  should  offer  the  present 
insult  to  my  understanding,  and  suppose  me  capable  of  disgracing 
my  present  commission  !  I  confess  that  I  have  not  merited  all  the 
praise  that  has  been  bestowed  on  my  past  conduct  ;  but  I  also  feel 
that  I  have  far  less  merited  such  a  reward.  Where  profession  and 
practice  are  so  opposite,  I  am  no  longer  weak  enough  to  form  a 
wrong  conclusion.  They  may  think  as  they  please  of  me;  for  when 
I  cannot  continue  my  esteem,  praise  or  censure  from  any  man  is  to 
me  a  matter  of  indifference. 

1  am  much  obliged  to  them,  however,  for  having  at  least  fairly 
opened  my  eyes  and  enabled  me  to  discover  truth  from  falsehood. 

The  prisoners  shall  be  delivered  agreeably  to  the  orders  which 
you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  send  me  from  his  Excellency  the 
American  Ambassador  in  France. 

I  will  also,  with  great  pleasure,  not  only  permit  a  part  of  my  sea- 
VoL.  v.— 19 
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men  to  go  on  board  the  ships  under  your  Excellency's  orders,  but  I 
will  also  do  my  utmost  to  prevail  with  them  to  embark  freely ;  and 
if  I  can,  now  or  hereafter,  by  any  other  honorable  means  facilitate 
the  success  or  the  honor  of  his  Majesty's  arms,  pledge  myself  to  you, 
as  his  Ambassador,  that  none  of  his  own  subjects  would  bleed  in  his 
cause  with  greater  freedom  than  myself,  an  American. 

It  gives  me  the  more  pain,  sir,  to  write  this  letter,  as  the  Court 
has  enjoined  you  to  propose  what  would  destroy  my  peace  of  mind 
and  my  future  veracity  in  the  opinion  of  the  world. 

When  ivith  the  consent  of  the  Court,  and  by  order  of  the  Ameri- 
can Ambassador,  I  gave  American  commissions  to  French  officers, 
I  did  not  fill  up  those  commissions  to  command  privateers,  nor  even 
for  a  rank  equal  to  that  of  their  commissions  in  the  marine  of  France. 
They  were  promoted  to  a  Vd.vk  far  superior ;  and  why?  Not  from 
personal  friendship,  nor  from  my  knowledge  of  their  personal  abili- 
ties, the  men  and  their  characters  being  entire  strangers  to  me,  but 
from  the  respect  which  I  believed  America  would  wish  to  show  for 
the  service  of  France.  While  I  remained  eight  months  at  Brest, 
seemingly  forgotten  by  the  Court,  many  commissions,  such  as  that 
in  question,  were  offered  to  me ;  and  I  believe  (when  I  am  in  pur- 
suit of  plunder)  I  can  still  obtain  such  a  one  without  application  to 
"ourt. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  my  behavior  through  life  will  ever  entitle  me  to 
the  continuance  of  your  good  wishes  and  opinion,  and  that  you  will 
take  occasion  to  make  mention  of  the  warm  and  personal  affection 
with  which  my  heart  is  impressed  towards  his  Majesty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  ^^^^  p^^L  JONES. 


JOHN  PAUL  JONES  TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Alliance,  Texel,  December  13tli,  1779. 
Sir, 
I  have  this  day  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  orders 
of  the  6th  current,  respecting  the  prisoners  taken  in  merchant  ships, 
and  at  present  on  board  the  Alliance.  And  I  hope  that  the  within 
copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Due  de  la  Vauguyon  will  meet  your  appro- 
bation ;  for  I  am  persuaded  that  it  could  never  be  your  intention  or 
wish  that  I  should  be  made  the  fool  of  any  great  R whatso- 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  291 

ever,  or  that  the  commission  of  America  should  be  overlaid  by  the 
dirty  piece  of  parchment  which  I  have  this  day  rejected !  They 
have  played  upon  my  good  nature  too  long  already  ;  but  the  spell  is 
at  last  dissolved.  They  would  play  me  off  with  assurances  of  the 
personal  and  particular  esteem  of  the  King,  to  induce  me  to  do  what 
would  render  me  contemptible,  even  in  the  eyes  of  my  own  servants. 
Accustomed  to  speak  untruths  themselves,  they  would  also  have  me 
give,  under  my  hand,  that  I  am  a  liar  and  a  scoundrel  !  They  are 
mistaken,  and  I  could  tell  them  what  you  did  your  wayward  servant, 
"We  have  too  contemptible  an  opinion  of  one  another's  understand- 
ing to  live  together."     I  could  tell  them,  too,  that  if  M.  de  C 

had  not  taken  such  sage  precaution  to  keep  me  honest  by  means  of 
his  famous  concordat,  and  to  support  me  by  means  of  so  many  able 
colleagues,  these  great  men  would  not  now  have  been  reduced  to 
such  mean  shifts,  for  the  prisoners  would  have  been  landed  at  Dun- 
kirk the  day  that  I  entered  the  Texel,  and  I  should  have  brought  in 
double  the  number. 

We  hear  that  the  enemy  still  keeps  a  squadron  cruising  off  here  ; 
but  this  shall  not  prevent  my  attempts  to  depart  whenever  the  wind 
will  permit.  I  hope  we  have  recovered  the  trim  of  this  ship,  which 
was  entirely  lost  during  the  last  cruise;  and  I  do  not  much  fear  the 
enemy  in  the  long  and  dark  nights  of  this  season.  The  ship  is  v^l 
manned,  and  shall  not  be  given  away. 

I  have  sent  to  Congress  three  copies  of  my  late  transactions  ai 
Europe  down  to  the  7th  of  this  month,  and  M.  Dumas  has  under- 
taken to  forward  them. 

I  need  not  tell  you  I  will  do  my  utmost  to  take  prisoner  and  prizes 
in  my  way  from  hence. 

I  am  ever,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  lively  affection  and  esteem, 
your  Excellency's  most  obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 


JOHN  PAUL  JONES  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Alliance,  December  13th,  1779. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  esteemed  favor  from  Amsterdam.     I  leave 
the  enclosed  letter  for  his  Excellency  Dr.  Franklin  open'  for  your 
perusal ;  I  also  send  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Due  de  la  Vauguyon. 
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I  shall  be  glad  of  your  remarks  on  both.  The  occasion  that  pro- 
duced them  was  the  most  extraordinary  that  ever  happened  to  me  ; 
and  language  cannot  express  my  astonishment  at  so  unworthy  a 
proposition. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.     I  am,  in  cold  blood,  yours, 

JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 


VICE-ADMIRAL  REYNST  TO  JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 

Amsterdam,  December  17th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  made  a  request  to  you  yesterday  that  you  would  take  the  trouble 
to  come  on  board  my  vessel,  from  which  you  excused  yourself;  and 
again  this  morning.  I  also  make  request  by  this  present,  that  you 
will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  how  T  ought  to  consider  the 
Alliance,  on  board  of  which  you  are — as  a  vessel  of  the  King  of 
France  or  of  America?  In  the  first  case,  I  expect  you  will  show 
me  the  commission  of  his  Majesty,  and  that  you  will  hoist  the  French 
flag  and  pendant,  confirming  it  with  a  salute  from  your  guns  ;  and, 
in  the  second  case,  I  expect  that  you  will  not  neglect  any  opportu- 
nity to  depart  according  to  the  orders  of  their  High  Mightinesses. 

I  am,  sir,  &c.,  p^  jj^  REYNST. 


JOHN  PAUL  JONES  TO  VICE-ADMIRAL  P.  H.  REYNST. 

Alliance,  Texel,  December  17th,  1779. 

Sir, 

In  answer  to  the  letter  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
write  me  this  day,  I  must  observe  that  I  have  no  orders  to  hoist  the 
flag  of  France  on  board  the  Alliance ;  nor  can  I  take  upon  me  to 
hoist,  in  this  port,  any  other  than  American  colors,  unless  I  receive 
orders  for  that  purpose  from  his  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin. 

In  the  meantime,  it  is  my  wish  to  find  a  favorable  opportunity  to 
sail  from  hence ;  and  whenever  the  pilot  will  take  upon  him  to 
conduct  this  ship  to  sea,  I  v/ill  give  him  my  best  assistance.  Should 
1  receive  any  new  orders,  I  shall  not  fail  to  communicate  my  situa- 
tion to  you. 

I  am,  Stc,  JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 
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JOHN  PAUL  JONES  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Alliance,  Texel,  December  17th,  1779. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  to  acknowledge  your  sundry  kind  favors  from 
Amsterdam.  I  thank  you  for  your  advice,  which,  by  my  last,  as 
well  as  the  enclosed,  you  will  see  I  had  followed  before  the  appear- 
ance of  your  letters.  Let  not  that  circumstance  disquiet  you ;  for 
I  have  made  myself  some  compliments  on  my  thinking  in  many 
points  so  like  you.     Know  me  always  your  affectionate  friend, 

JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 


M.  DE    LIVONCOURT,    FRENCH    NAVY   AGENT   AT   AMSTERDAM,    TO    JOHN 
PAUL  JONES. 

Helder,  December  17th,  1779. 
Sir, 
I  thank  you  for  your  politeness  in  communicating  to  me  what 
Vice-Admiral  Reynst  had  written  you.  I  perceive  by  this  letter 
that  you  would  give  great  pleasure  if  you  would  display  the  Royal 
flag.  Meanwhile,  I  can  make  no  more  entreaty,  if  you  persist  in  not 
using  the  commission  which  I  was  charged  to  send  you.  Reflect 
that  all  the  French  here  in  the  service  of  the  King  have  strongly  at 
heart  to  maintain  the  Republic  in  sentiments  favorable  to  the  aUies 
of  his  Majesty.  It  is  in  conformity  with  these  views,  and  for  the 
good  of  the  common  cause,  and  only  for  this  transient  object,  that 
the  commission,  for  the  origin  of  which  you  imagine  a  thousand  ill- 
natured  motives,  and  which,  finally,  you  refuse  to  accept,  has  been 
addressed  to  you. 

You  know  all  that  I  have  had  the  honor  to  say  to  you  on  this 
subject  has  been  as  well  for  your  personal  quiet  as  for  the  honor 
and  satisfaction  of  the  common  allies. 

I  am  still  at  your  service,  if  you  desire  it,  and  I  will  continue  to 
act  with  the  same  earnestness  as  heretofore  for  the  advantage  of  this 
cause,  and  for  your  own  interests.  The  Ambassador  has  expressed 
to  you  the  same  sentiments.  My  dispositions  and  my  orders  are 
entirely  conformed  thereto. 

1  am,  sir,  Sec,  DE  LIVONCOURT. 
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JOHN  PAUL  JONES  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Alliance,  at  Sea,  December  27th,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  am  here,  with  a  good  wind  at  east,  under  my  best  American 
colors.  So  far  you  have  your  wish.  What  may  be  the  event  of 
this  critical  moment  I  know  not.  I  am  not,  however,  without  good 
hopes.  Through  the  ignorance  or  drunkeness  of  the  old  pilot,  the 
Alliance  was  last  night  got  foul  of  a  Dutch  merchant  ship,  and  I 
believe  the  Dutchman  cut  our  cable. 

We  lost  the  best  bower  anchor,  and  the  ship  was  brought  up  with 
the  sheet  anchor  so  near  the  shore,  that  this  morning  I  have  been 
obliged  to  cut  the  cable  in  order  to  get  clear  of  the  shore,  and  that 
I  might  not  lose  this  opportunity  of  escaping  from  Purgatory. 

I  wish  Mr.  Hoogland  would  have  the  sheet  and  best  bower  anchors 
taken  up,  that  they  may  either  be  sent  to  France  or  sold  as  M.  de 
Neufville  may  find  most  expedient. 

The  pilot  knows  where  the  anchors  lie,  and  unless  he  assists 
willingly  in  taking  them  up,  he  ought  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  paid 
for  his  service  on  board  here. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  Present  my  best  respects  to  your  family, 
and  to  the  good  patriot ;  and  believe  me  to  be  always  affectionately 

yo"''"'  JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 


TO  THE   COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Hague,  December  30th,  1779. 
Gentlemen, 

This  day  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Jones,  of  which  a 
copy  is  here  joined.  I  hope  in  a  short  time  to  hear  of  his  safe 
arrival.  The  prizes,  Serapis  and  Scarborough,  and  the  two  French 
ships,  Pallas  and  Vengeance,  are  still  riding  under  French  colors  and 
captains. 

The  good  Alliance,  while  here,  has  caused  me  much  anxiety  and 
trouble.  Now  she  leaves  me  exposed  to  the  ill  nature  of  my  old 
foes  in  this  country,  whom,  however,  I  dread  not  so  much  as  certain 
false  friends,  highly  incensed  now  against  me,  for  not  having  found 
me  as  blind  and  complaisant  to  their  particular  views  as  they  had 
expected  I  would  be.     The  former  confirmation  by  Congress  of  my 
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character  as  agent  of  the  United  States,  which  I  have  already  spoken 
of  in  my  former  despatches,  and  which  I  must  entreat  you  to  procure 
for  me,  will  silence  them.  Indeed,  I  cannot  be  quiet  nor  safe  with- 
out such  a  testimonial. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  k,c.  DUMAS. 


B.  FRANKLIN  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Passy,  January  27th,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  yours  of  the  10th  instant.  I  shall  be  glad  to  learn 
how  the  taking  of  the  Dutch  ships  has  been  accommodated.  We 
have  yet  no  news  of  the  Alliance,  but  suppose  she  is  cruising.  We 
are  more  in  pain  for  the  Confederacy,  which  sailed  on  the  28th  of 
October  from  the  Capes  of  Delaware.  There  is  some  hope  that 
she  went  to  Charleston,  to  take  in  IMr.  Laurens,  as  some  passengers 
arrived  in  France,  who  left  Philadelphia  several  weeks  after  her 
sailing,  say  it  was  a  general  opinion  she  would  call  there  before  she 
departed  for  Europe.* 

I  send  you  enclosed  a  translation  of  a  letter,  which  I  think  I  sent 
you  the  original  of  before.  Perhaps  it  may  serve  our  Leyden 
friend. 

I  am  sorry  you  have  any  difference  with  the  Ambassador,  and 
wish  you  to  accommodate  it  as  soon  as  possible.  Depend  upon  it 
that  no  one  ever  knew  from  me  that  you  had  spoken  or  written 
against  any  person.  There  is  one,  concerning  whom  I  think  you 
sometimes  receive  erroneous  information.  In  one  particular,  I  know 
you  were  misinformed,  that  of  his  selling  us  arms  at  an  enormous 
profit ;  the  truth  is,  we  never  bought  of  him. 

1  am  ever,  with  great  esteem,  Sec,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Hague,  March  15th,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 
Since  my  last  letter  of  the   30th  of  December,  the   ice   has   so 


*  See  the  history  of  the  voyage  of  the  Confederacy,  in  John  Jay's  Correspond- 
ence, Vol.  IV.,  p.  126. 
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obstructed  our  waters,  and  iny  ill  health  has  been  such,  as  not  to 
permit  me  to  write  till  now.  I  send  you  herewith  the  plan  of  a 
treaty  to  be  concluded  between  .the  United  States  and  the  Seven 
United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries,  as  soon  as  the  circum- 
stances will  permit  it.  A  great  deal  of  its  materials  has  been 
furnished  me  by  the  Pensionary  of  Amsterdam,  who,  as  well  as  Dr. 
Franklin,  has  examined  and  corrected  it.  If  Congress  shall  be 
pleased  to  do  the  same,  and  send  me  the  plan  back  again,  with 
powers  to  carry  on  a  negociation  on  such  terms,  then  nothing  will 
remain  but  to  watch  opportunities,  which  may,  perhaps,  very  soon 
present  themselves. 

I  am  told  that  Mr.  Laurens  will  soon  come  over  here  as  Pleni- 
potentiary. I  shall  be  very  glad  of  it,  and  promise  to  be  his  fidm 
Achates  in  every  sense,  for  the  public  as  well  as  his  own  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &ic.,  DUMAS 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Flague,  March  21st,  1780. 

Sir, 
Honored  since  many  years  with  the  correspondence  and  friend- 
ship of  Dr.  Franklin,  I  received  in  April,  1776,  by  an  express,  (Mr. 
Thomas  Story,)  instructions  and  credentials  from  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  signed  B.  Franklin,  J.  Dickenson,  and  J.  Jay,  at 
Philadelphia,  dated  December  9th  and  12th,  for  founding  the  dis- 
positions of  the  several  European  Courts  towards  the  American 
confederates,  and  making  proposals  of  intercourse  and  alliance  to 
those  I  should  find  inclined  to  accept  them  ;  "  recommending  to  my 
discretion,  to  proceed  in  this  affair  with  such  caution  as  to  keep  the 
same  from  the  knowledge  of  the  English  Ambassador,  and  prevent 
any  public  appearance,  at  present,  of  my  being  employed  in  any 
such  business,  as  thereby  they  imagine  many  inconveniences  may  be 
avoided,  and  my  means  of  rendering  service  to  America  increased. 
They  sent  me,  for  the  present,  enclosed  a  bill  for  one  hundred 
pounds  sterling  to  defray  expenses,  and  desired  me  to  he  assured  that 
my  services  will  be  considered  and  honorably  rewarded  by  Con- 
gress:' By  another  letter  of  the  2d  of  March,  1776,  Dr.  Franklin 
"  recommended  to  my  correspondence,  the  bearer,  Mr.  Silas  Deane." 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  297 

In  the  mean  time  I  had  addressed  myself  to  the  Court  of  France, 
with  a  deep  interest  in  your  concerns,  and  to  the  account  I  gave  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  my  negociation,  Dr.  Franklin 
answered  in  the  following  terms,  on  the  1st  of  October  :  "  I  have 
just  time  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  packets,  with  the 
pamphlets  enclosed,  the  contents  of  which  are  very  satisfactory. 
You  will  hear  from  me  more  fully  in  a  little  time."  He  soon  after 
came  over,  and  brought  me  a  letter  from  the  same  Committee,  signed 
Robert  Morris,  Richard  H.  Lee,  J.  Witherspoon,  W.  Hooper, 
wherein  they  expressly  "  desire  me  to  continue  that  correspondence, 
which  he  had  opened  and  conducted,  and  they  write  me  on  behalf 
of  Congress,  requesting  to  hear  from  me  frequently,  promising  me 
the  reimbursement  of  expenses,  and  a  reasonable  allowance  for  my 
time  and  trouble  in  this  agency.''''  The  Committee  wrote  me  two 
other  letters,  August  8th,  1777,  and  May  14th,  1778,  in  the  latter 
of  which  they  "acknowledge  that  I  had  so  early  and  warmly 
espoused  their  cause,  and  aided  it  with  such  judgment  and  resolu- 
tion, that  they  shall  write  particularly  to  the  gentlemen  at  Paris, 
respecting  the  injuries  I  had  received  from  their  enemies,  and  shall 
instruct  them  to  pay  the  strictest  attention  to  the  engagements  made 
to  me  in  behalf  of  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  our  corre- 
spondence." 

By  some  dark  manoeuvres  of  those  enemies,  who  by  interceptors 
and  spies  had  got  at  last  some  general  knowledge  of  my  operations, 
I  had  been  defrauded  not  only  of  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds 
sterling  due  to  me,  but  also  of  a  livelihood  which  had  rendered  me 
hitherto  yearly  three  hundred  pounds  sterling.  However,  I  did  not 
apply  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  above  sum  ;  and  after  having 
received  for  the  course  of  the  whole  year,  1777,  only  one  hundred 
pounds  sterling,  I  obtained  two  hundred  pieces  a  year  for  1778,  and 
twenty-five  pieces  more  for  the  ordinary  charges  and  expenses  of  the 
following  years.  With  this  small  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  pieces  to  live  on  in  a  country  like  this,  I  have  been  obliged  not 
only  to  dismiss  my  servant,  but  to  make  other  reductions  in  my 
house,  which  makes  my  little  family,  as  well  as  myself,  unhappy, 
because  they  apprehend  I  have  undone  them.  I  keep  them  up, 
however,  with  the  confidence  I  have  in  the  justice  and  magnanimity 
of  Congress,  who,  when  affairs  become  more  prosperous,  will  not 


298  CHARLES  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

forget  me,  nor  my  daughter,  a  good  child  of  thuteen  years  old,  who, 
from  the  beginning  of  this  war,  has  been  taught  to  pray  fervently  for 
the  United  States. 

This  State,  by  its  constitution,  can  make  no  war  nor  any  treaty 
with  a  sovereign  Power  without  a  unanimity  of  all  its  provinces  and 
cities.  And  as  there  is  a  very  strong  party  in  favor  of  England, 
there  is  not  the  least  probability  that  they  will  conclude  a  treaty 
with  the  United  States  before  England  permits  them  to  do  so  by 
setting  them  the  example.  The  only,  but  very  necessary,  thing, 
therefore,  which  remained  to  be  done  here  was  to  hinder  the  English 
from  drawing  this  Republic  into  their  quarrel,  which,  by  her  immense 
wealth  and  public  credit,  would  have  had  very  bad  consequences 
against  America.  And  to  this  your  humble  servant  has  greatly  and 
daily  cooperated  these  three  years  past.  We  found  a  very  weak 
opposition,  which  is  now  strong  enough  to  resist  the  torrrent. 

Besides  the  Commissioners  at  Paris,  to  whom  I  constantly  com- 
municate all  that  passes,  ]\lr.  William  Lee,  who,  from  September, 
1776,  to  May,  1779,  was  my  correspondent,  knew  my  exertions. 
He  wrote  to  me  so  early  as  December  26,  1777,  in  these  terms : 
"  Though  I  have  not  for  some  time  past  had  the  pleasure  of  your 
correspondence,  yet  I  have  not  been  a  stranger  to  your  continued 
exertions  in  the  cause  of  humanity  and  liberty,  for  which  thousands 
yet  unborn  will  bless  your  memory."  Even  with  respect  to  a  treaty, 
I  left  the  matter  not  untried.  For  immediately  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  France,  I  concerted 
with  the  city  of  Amsterdam  and  the  Commissioners  at  Paris  to 
communicate  the  said  treaty,  by  means  of  the  Great  Pensionary  of 
Holland,  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  together  with  a  letter  of  Dr. 
Franklin  to  the  Great  Pensionary,  inviting  them  to  treat  on  the  same 
footing,  mutatis  mutandis,  whenever  they  should  think  fit ;  on  which 
an  answer  was  politely  declined  for  the  present.  Of  this  curious 
transaction  I  sent  at  that  time  an  account  to  Paris,  as  well  as  to  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.  One  of  the  letters  of  the  First  Pen- 
sionary of  Amsterdam,  our  great  and  worthy  friend,  dated  July  31, 
1778,  has  been  translated,  and  printed  in  the  Baltimore  Journal, 
with  these  words  at  the  head  of  it,  "  Letter  of  a  steady  friend  of 
America  at  the  Hague.''  I  have,  besides,  in  my  power  the  proofs 
of  all  this  in  several  letters  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  at  Paris  and 
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at  Amsterdam.  Mr.  William  Lee  knew  this  too,  when  he  concerted 
with  M.  de  Neufville,  a  merchant  of  Amsterdam,  at  Frankfort  first, 
and  then  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  unknown  to  me,  to  get  a  declaration 
from  M.  Van  Berckel,  the  Pensionary,  of  the  friendly  dispositions 
of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  which  this  good  gentleman  delivered, 
thinking  Mr.  William  Lee  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  at  Paris. 
A  like  declaration  M.  Van  Berckel  delivered  to  me  on  the  23d  of 
September,  1778,*  with  an  explanatory  letter  of  the  expression,  dts 
que  V independence  des  Etats-Unis  en  Amerique  sera  reconnue  par 
les  Anglais,  because,  I  told  him,  such  a  condition  would  hurt  the 
honorable  Congress,  and  make  them  pay  no  attention  at  all  to  a 
declaration  which  would  appear  to  them  insignificant.  Both  the 
declaration  and  the  letterf  will  be  found  in  the  records  of  the  Com- 
mittee aforesaid,  to  whom  I  sent  copies  of  them  towards  the  end  of 
1778.  As  to  the  sketching  and  proposing  a  treaty,  his  opinion  and 
mine  also  were  that  it  was  premature  at  that  time ;  and,  therefore,  we 
postponed  it  till  the  last  summer,  when  he  delivered  me  some  papers, 
out  of  which,  and  of  the  French  treaty  I  have  made  the  sketch, 
reviewed  afterwards  and  corrected  by  him  and  by  Dr.  Frank'in,  of 
which  I  have  despatched,  on  the  19th  of  this  month,  three  different 
copies  to  the  Committee  aforesaid,  and  which  I  expect  back  again, 
with  the  corrections  of  Congress,  and  with  instructions  and  creden- 
tials for  proposing  it  on  the  first  opportunity,  which,  in  the  mean 
time,  I  am  carefully  watching. 

It  is  with  a  very  painful  concern  I  mention  to  your  Excellency 
this  attempt  of  Mr.  Lee  to  undermine  me  in  this  manner,  when  I 
thought  he  had  enough  ado  to  fulfil  his  commissions  through  Ger- 
many, and,  therefore,  was  very  open  and  unaware  in  my  letters  to 
him.  It  is  with  the  same  concern,  I  learn  just  now  by  a  letter  of  a 
very  worthy  servant  of  the  United  States,  that  his  brother,  Arthur 
Lee,  has  complained  against  me  in  a  memorial  to  Congress,  as  if  I 
had  extolled  Dr.  Franklin  at  his  expense  in  the  Leyden  Gazette. 
Whoever  told  him  so  has  told  him  an  absolute  falsehood.  This 
assertion  may  perhaps  receive,  even  in  his  own  mind,  additional 


*See  this  letter  and  the  declaration  in  the  Correspondence  of  the  Commissioners 
in  France.     Vol.  I.,  pp.  332,  333,  353. 

tThe  explanatory  letter  is  missing,  but  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  in  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  of  it  may  be  seen  as  above,  p.  348. 
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strength,  by  my  ingenuously  telling  him,  however,  that  his  being  at 
enmity  with  Dr.  Franklin  will  not  hinder  me  to  retain  still  in  my 
bosom  a  most  tender  respect  and  love  for  the  latter.  I  am  sure  he 
will  do  the  same  when  dispassionate. 

I  recommend  myself  to  the  protection  of  Congress,  and  am,  with 
the  dee])est  respect,  he,  DUMAS 


B.  FRANKLIN  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Passy,  March  29th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

It  is  some  time  since  I  have  written  to  you,  having  nothing  mate- 
rial to  communicate  ;  but  I  received  duly  your  letters  of  February 
1st,  18th,  25th,  March  2d,  11th,  13th,  17th,  and  23d,  and  thank 
you  for  the  intelligence  they  contain.  The  last  this  minute  came  to 
hand,  and  I  shall  answer  it  separately. 

I  pray  you  to  assure  M.  of  my  respect,  and  that  it 

was  only  on  one  packet  for  him  that  I  put  my  name,  when  I  thought 
to  have  sent  it  by  a  friend.  The  baseness  of  the  post  office  opening 
it  surprises  me.  No  other  letter  for  him  has  since  passed  through 
my  hands.  If  any  others  come  to  me  for  him,  1  shall  send  them 
under  cover  to  you. 

I  forwarded  your  letter  to  Captain  Jones.  I  do  not  know  which 
of  his  English  pilots  it  was  mentioned  in  yours  to  .     I 

know  he  has  been  generous  to  an  excess  with  them.  Explain  to 
me,  if  you  please,  the  fact  that  is  the  subject  of  that  letter,  and  who 
Mr.  Gordon  is. 

I  am  curious  to  know  what  the  States  will  do  about  the  confisca- 
tion of  the  goods  taken  in  Bylank's  convoy. 

I  received  your  large  packets ;  that  for  Captain  Jones  shall  be 
carefully  sent  to  him.  I  thank  you  for  the  philosophical  pieces, 
which  I  will  read  attentively  as  soon  as  I  have  time.  The  original 
acts  of  confederation  are  very  curious,  and  will  be  acceptable  to 
Congress. 

I  am  ever,  my  dear  sir,  yours  affectionately, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  April  13th,  1780 

Sir, 
Since  the  memorial  presented  to  their  High  Mightinesses  by  the 
Plenipotentiary  of  Russia,  (of  which  as  well  as  of  the  declaration*  of 
his  Court  to  those  of  Versailles,  Madrid,  and  London,  I  join  here 
copies  in  the  Leyden  Gazette,)  the  Provincial  States  of  Holland 
are  deliberating  on  the  invitation  of  the  Empress,  and  I  am  sure 
(knowing  it  from  a  very  good  hand)  the  resolution  of  this  Province 
will  be  taken  within  the  next  week,  agreeably  to  the  views  of  the 
Empress,  and  to  the  general  wishes  of  all  good  men.  Now  as  the 
resolutions  of  this  Province  are  commonly  adopted  by  the  others, 
there  is  very  good  hope  that  this  Republic  will  take  a  step  which 
must  accelerate  a  general  pacification. 

This  intelligence  is  thought,  not  only  by  myself,  but  by  many 
others,  very  important  to  the  United  States.  The  most  devoted 
partizans  of  the  English  Court  here,  seeing  that  they  cannot,  without 
rendering  themselves  too  odious,  prevent  such  a  resolution  from 
being  taken,  do  what  they  can  to  enervate  it  by  obscure  and  ambig- 
uous expressions,  which  they  propose  to  be  inserted ;  but  our  good 
men  take  care  to  sweep  the  dust  which  the  others  throw  in  their 
way. 

As  to  the  two  other  objects  which  at  present  take  up  this 
Republic,  viz.,  the  unlimited  convoys,  and  the  assistance  which  the 
English  Court  demands  from  this  Republic,  the  Province  of  Holland 
has  already,  several  weeks  ago,  unanimously  resolved  the  former,  and 
declined  granting  the  succors,  as  being  not  within  the  casus  foederis 
by  this  war.  To  this  resolution  the  Provinces  of  Friesland, 
Overyssel,  and  Groningen,  have  successively  acceded  ;  and  it  is 
expected  the  three  others  will  do  the  same. 

I  advised  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  by  my  letter  of  June 
21st,  1779,  to  think  of  sending  here,  aliquem  e  medio  vestrum  pietaie 
gravcm  ac  meritis  virum ;  it  is  now  time  for  such  a  man  to  be  here, 
at  first  incognito,  till  it  should  be  proper  to  display  the  character  of 


*  See  this  declaration  and  the  memorial  in  John  Adams's  Correspondence,  Vol. 
II.,  pp.  716,717. 
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Plenipotentiary.  Some  American  friends  here  have  told  me  that 
Mr.  Laurens,  formerly  President  of  Congress  was  designed  to  come 
over  for  this  purpose.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  have  him  already 
arrived.  Whenever  he  comes  he  may  dispose  of  my  faithful  ser- 
vices. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS. 


B.  FRANKLIN  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Passy,  April  23d,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  am  much  pleased  with  the  account  you  give  me  of  the  disposi- 
tion with  which  the  proposals  from  the  Empress  of  Russia  have  been 
received,  and  desire  to  be  informed  from  time  to  time  of  the  progress 
of  that  interesting  business. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  your  reconciliation  with  > 

because  a  continuance  of  your  difference  will  be  extremely  incon- 
venient. Permit  me  to  tell  you  frankly,  what  I  formerly  hinted  to 
you,  that  I  apprehend  you  suffer  yourself  too  easily  to  be  led  into 
personal  prejudices  by  interested  people,  who  would  engross  all  our 
confidence  to  themselves.  From  this  source  have  arisen,  I  imagine, 
the  charges  and  suspicions  you  have  insinuated  to  me  against  several 
who  have  always  declared  a  friendship  for  us  in  Holland.  It  is  right 
that  you  should  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  the  carte  du  pays 
to  Mr.  Laurens,  when  he  arrives  in  Holland.  But  if,  in  order  to 
serve  your  particular  friends,  you  fill  his  head  with  these  prejudices, 
you  will  hurt  him  and  them,  and  perhaps  yourself.  There  does 
not  appear  to  me  the  least  probability  in  your  supposition  that 
the  is  an  enemy  to  America, 

Here  has  been  with  me  a  gentleman  from  Holland,  who  was 
charged,  as  he  said,  with  a  verbal  commission  from  divers  cities,  to 
inquire  whether  it  was  true  that  Amsterdam  had,  as  they  heard, 
made  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  United  States,  and  to  express, 
in  that  case,  their  willingness  to  enter  into  a  similar  treaty.  Do  you 
know  anything  of  this  ?  What  is  become,  or  likely  to  become  of  the 
plan  of  treaty  formerly  under  consideration  ? 

By  a  letter  from  Middlebourg,  to  which  the  enclosed  is  an  answer, 
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a  cargo  seized  and  sent  to  America  as  English  property  is  reclaimed, 
partly  on  the  supposition  that  free  ships  make  free  goods.  They 
ought  to  do  so  between  England  and  Holland,  because  there  is  a 
treaty  which  stipulates  it ;  but  there  being  yet  no  treaty  between 
Holland  and  America  to  that  purpose,  I  apprehend  that  the  goods 
being  declared  by  the  Captain  to  be  English,  a  neutral  ship  will  not 
protect  them,  the  law  of  nations  governing  in  this  case,  as  it  did 
ijefore  the  treaty  abovementioned.  Tell  me,  if  you  please,  your 
opinion. 

With  sincere  esteem  and  affection,  I  am  ever, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  May  21st,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  express  sent  to  Petersburgh,  with  the  answer  of  the  States- 
General,  has  not  yet  returned.  In  the  meantime,  it  is  known  here, 
by  a  despatch  of  the  Resident  of  the  Republic  at  Petersburgh,  that 
the  news  of  the  Provincial  Resolution  of  Holland,  which  always  gives 
the  tone  to  the  others,  has  caused  there  a  very  agreeable  sensation, 
not  only  to  the  Court  of  Russia,  flattered  to  see  the  Republic  enter 
into  its  views,  but  also  to  the  foreign  Ministers  resident  there;  and 
that  the  Prussian  Minister,  above  all,  expressed  himself  very  strongly 
on  the  insolence  of  the  English,  and  on  the  indignity  of  their  proce- 
dure to  the  Republic  ;  in  fine,  that  the  system  of  the  armed  neutrality 
to  humiliate  the  English  gains  force  more  and  more  at  the  Court  and 
among  the  Powers,  which  is  very  visible  in  the  conversations  among 
the  Ministers. 

I  wrote  some  days  ago  to  Amsterdam,  to  advise  them  to  offer  to 
the  State  every  fifth  sailor  of  their  merchant  ships,  in  order  to 
take  away  the  pretext  of  the  scarcity  of  sailors  in  the  fleet  of  the 
Republic ;  and  I  recommended  to  them  to  prevent  evil-minded 
persons  presenting  a  counter  address.  They  answered  nie  that  the 
address  demands  of  the  States  the  prompt  protection  of  commerce, 
and  offers  them  whatever  they  may  wish  to  draw  from  that  com- 
merce, whether  it  be  the  every  fifth  or  third  seaman;  and  that  though 
all  have  not  signed  it,  no  one  will  dare  to  oppose  it.     This  address 
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will  be  presented  next  week,  and  if  I  can  have  a  copy  of  it  soon 
enough,  I  will  add  hereto  a  copy  or  translation. 

We  flatter  ourselves  soon  to  see  Mr.  Laurens  arrive  here,  as  we 
have  been  assured.  It  is  time  for  the  politics  as  well  as  for  the 
credit  of  America  that  some  person  as  distinguished  as  himself  should 
come  here.  He  cannot  yet  display  a  public  character;  but  his 
presence  will  do  none  the  less  good  among  the  friends  of  America  in 
this  country.     I  wish  he  was  already  with  us. 

I  was  going,  sir,  to  close  this  packet  when  I  received  the  visit  of 
M.  Van  de  Perre,  partner  of  M.  Meyners,  who  form  together  the 
most  eminent  commercial  house  at  Middlebourg,  in  Zealand.  He 
begs  me  to  support  the  claim  that  he  has  made  through  Messrs.  I  de 
Neufville  h  Son,  and  by  another  way  also  to  Congress,  on  the 
ship  Berkenbos,  bound  from  Liverpool  to  Leghorn,  and  loaded  with 
herrings  and  lead  for  Dutch  and  Italian  account,  taken  by  John  Paul 
Jones,  captain  of  the  Continental  frigate  Alliance.  M.  Van  de 
Perre  is  of  the  most  distinguished  family  in  Zealand,  Director  of  the 
East  India  Company,  nephew  of  M.  Van  Berckel,  First  Counsillor 
Pensionary  of  Amsterdam,  the  brave  Republican  of  whom  all  my 
letters  make  mention,  and  who  is  the  great  friend  of  Americans.  I 
have  no  need  to  say  any  thing  more  to  recommend  the  affair  of  this 
vessel  to  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &£c.,  DUMAS. 


JOHN  ADAMS  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Paris,  June  6th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  21st  of  May, 
and  for  your  kind  congratulations  on  my  arrival  here. 

Mr.  Brown,  with  whom  you  took  your  walks  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Paris,  has  been  gone  from  home  some  weeks,  on  his  way  hence. 
I  should  have  had  much  pleasure  if  I  had  been  one  of  the  party.  I 
nave  rambled  in  most  of  the  scenes  round  this  city,  and  find  them 
very  pleasant,  but  much  more  indebted  to  art  than  to  nature.  Phil- 
adelphia, in  the  purlieus  of  which,  as  well  as  those  of  Baltimore  and 
Yorktown,  I  have  often  sought  health  and  pleasure  in  the  same 
way,  in  company  with  our  venerable  Secretary,  Charles  Thomson, 
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will  in  future  time,  when  the  arts  shall  have  established  their  empire 
in  the  New  World,  become  much  more  striking.  But  Boston  above 
all,  around  which  I  have  much  oftener  wandered  in  company  with 
another  venerable  character,  little  known  in  Europe,  but  to  whose 
virtues  and  public  merits  in  the  cause  of  mankind  history  will  do 
justice,  will  one  day  present  scenes  of  grandeur  and  beauty,  superior 
to  any  other  place  I  have  ever  yet  seen. 

The  letter  of  General  Clinton,  when  I  transmitted  it  to  you,  was 
not  suspected  to  be  an  imposition.  There  are  some  circumstances 
which  are  sufficient  to  raise  a  question ;  but  I  think  none  of  them 
are  conclusive,  and  upon  the  whole  I  have  little  doubt  of  its  authen- 
ticity. I  shall  be  much  mortified  if  it  proves  a  fiction,  not  on 
account  of  the  importance  of  the  letter,  but  the  stain  that  a  practice 
so  disingenuous  will  bring  upon  America.  When  I  first  left  America 
such  a  fiction,  with  all  its  ingenuity,  would  have  ruined  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  author  of  it,  if  discovered,  and  I  think  that  both  he  and 
the  printer  would  have  been  punished.  With  all  the  freedom  of  our 
presses,  I  really  think  that  not  only  the  Government  but  the  populace 
would  have  resented  it.  I  have  had  opportunities  of  an  extensive 
acquaintance  with  the  Americans,  and  I  must  say,  in  justice  to  my 
countrymen,  that  I  know  not  a  man  that  I  think  capable  of  a  forgery 
at  once  so  able  and  so  base.  Truth  is  indeed  respected  in  America, 
and  so  gross  an  affront  to  her  I  hope  will  not,  and  I  think  cannot,  go 
unpunished. 

Whether  it  is  genuine  or  not  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the 
facts,  in  general ;  and  I  have  reasons  to  believe  that  if  the  secret 
correspondence  of  Bernard,  Hutchinson,  Gage,  Howe,  and  Clinton, 
could  all  be  brought  to  light,  the  world  would  be  equally  surprised 
at  the  whole  thread  of  it.  The  British  administration  and  their 
servants  have  carried  towards  us  from  the  beginning  a  system  of 
duplicity  in  the  conduct  of  American  affairs  that  will  appear  infamous 
to  the  public  whenever  it  shall  be  known. 

You  have  seen  Rodney's  account  of  the  battle  of  the  17th  of 
April.  The  sceptre  of  the  ocean  is  not  to  be  maintained  by  such 
actions  as  this,  and  Byron's  and  Keppel's.  They  must  make  them- 
selves more  terrible  upon  the  ocean  to  preserve  its  dominion.  Their 
empire  is  founded  only  in  fear — no  nation  loves  it.  We  have  no 
news. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Vol.  v.— 20 
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PROTEST  OF  THE  CITY  OF  AMSTERDAM. 

Extracted  from  the  Resolutions  of  the  Council  of  that  City  of  the 
29th  of  June,  1780,  and  inserted  in  the  Acts  of  the  Provincial 
Assembly  of  Holland,  at  the  Hague,  July  1st,  1780. 

The  Deputies  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  in  the  name  and  on  the 
part  of  their  constituents,  in  order  to  justify  themselves  to  posterity 
have  declared  in  the  Assembly  of  their  Noble  and  Grand  Mighti- 
nesses that  their  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary,  without 
loss  of  time,  to  write  on  the  part  of  their  High  Mightinesses  to  M. 
de  Swart,  their  resident  at  the  Court  of  Russia,  and  charge  him  to 
enter  into  a  conference,  the  sooner  the  better,  with  the  Commissioners 
of  her  Imperial  Majesty  of  Russia,  and  of  other  neutral  Powers  in 
the  place  of  his  residence,  and  elsewhere  where  it  shall  be  judged 
suitable,  in  order  to  conclude  together  a  convention  for  the  mutual 
protection  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  neutral  Powers,  on 
the  basis  of  the  declaration  made  by  her  Majesty  to  the  belligerent 
Powers,  and  of  the  resolution  adopted  on  this  subject  by  their  High 
Mightinesses  on  the  24th  of  April  last,  adding  to  it  only  that  said 
M.  de  Swart  shall  take  for  the  rule  of  his  conduct  the  simplicity 
which  her  Imperial  Majesty  of  Russia  herself  has  proposed  in  the 
explanations  which  she  made  on  five  points  at  the  request  of  his 
Swedish  Majesty,  and  which  M.  de  Swart  has  communicated  to  their 
High  Mightinesses,  to  the  end  that  with  such  a  provisional  conven- 
tion they  would  be  well  pleased  to  decree  together  the  reciprocal 
protection  of  the  merchant  ships  of  each  other,  which,  fortified  with 
the  requisite  papers,  shall  be  nevertheless  insulted  on  the  sea ;  so 
that  these  merchant  vessels,  being  in  reach  of  one  or  more  vessels- 
of-war  of  one  of  the  allied  Powers,  wherever  it  may  be,  they  may 
receive,  in  virtue  of  such  an  alliance,  any  assistance ;  and  that  at  the 
same  time  the  contracting  Powers  engage  to  put  to  sea,  provisionally, 
all  the  vessels-of-war  they  can,  and  to  give  to  the  officers  who  shall 
command  them  necessary  orders  and  instructions  that  they  may  be 
able  to  fulfil  these  general,  salutary,  and  simple  views. 

And  that,  further,  as  to  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the  future, 
which  may  require  more  particular  detail,  and  which  cannot  be 
adjusted  with  the  expedition  which  the  present  perilous  state  of  the 
navigation  of  the  neutral  Powers  in  general,  and  of  this  Province  in 
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particular,  demands,  M.  de  Swart  will  reserve  all  this  for  a  separate 
article,  of  which  her  Imperial  Majesty  of  Russia  made  mention  in 
the  above  named  explanations,  and  that  he  will  declare  in  regard  to 
this  that  their  High  Mightinesses  have  given  thereon  their  final  and 
precise  orders,  in  which  they  will  constitute  one  or  more  Plenipo- 
tentiaries who  will  be  able  to  treat  of  the  necessary  arrangements  on 
this  subject  with  the  neutral  Powers. 

That  said  Constituents,  to  give  greater  weight  to  their  present 
advice,  add  further  to  the  above,  that  if  this  advice  was  rejected, 
and  if  the  affair  was  negociated  on  the  basis  of  the  previous  opinion, 
exhibited  on  the  23d  of  June  last,  in  the  Assembly  of  Holland,  the 
consequence  of  it  will  be  that  the  Russian  squadron,  which,  accord- 
ing to  orders  of  her  Imperial  Majesty  of  Russia,  must  have  already 
put  to  sea,  will  appear  in  the  seas  bordering  on  this  country  without 
giving  any  protection  to  the  commerce  of  this  country ;  while,  on 
the  other  side,  though  commerce  has  been  a  long  time  charged  with 
double  duties,  their  High  Mightinesses,  mean  time,  grant  it  no  pro- 
tection, because  the  Colleges  of  Admiralty  of  this  country  profess 
themselves  unable  to  do  it,  or  at  least  to  put  to  sea  sufficient 
convoys  to  avoid  affronts  like  those  which  the  squadron  under  the 
orders  of  Rear-Admiral  de  Byland  had  lately  endured. 

That  from  this  total  failure  of  protection  to  the  navigation  of  this 
country,  on  the  one  side,  and  from  the  continual  insults  of  which 
their  High  Mightinesses  every  day  receive  grievous  complaints,  on 
the  other,  there  must  naturally  ensue  an  entire  suspension  of  the 
commerce  of  this  country ;  and  thence,  it  is  easy  to  foresee  that  this 
commerce  will  be  diverted  and  take  its  course  by  other  European 
channels,  and  that  the  burdensome  impositions  with  which  it  is 
charged,  in  order  to  obtain  means  for  its  protection  being  continued, 
will  precipitate  its  ruin. 

That  in  this  confusion  of  affairs,  and  in  the  extreme  necessity 
in  which  they  find  themselves,  to  take  advantage  of  an  offer  of 
assistance  and  succor  so  generously  and  magnanimously  made  and 
proposed  by  her  Imperial  Majesty  of  Russia  to  this  State,  on  a 
footing  so  easy  and  so  little  burdensome;  the  Lords  Constituents 
will  leave  posterity  to  judge  of  the  weight  of  the  reasons  alleged  by 
some  members  of  the  Assembly  of  their  Noble  and  Grand  Mighti- 
nesses in  the  deliberation  on  this  subject,  as  if  the  acceptance  of 
said  means  for  the  necessary  protection  of  the  commerce  of  this 


308  CHARLES  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

country,  and  in  particular  of  foreign  succor,  could  be  considered  a 
means  of  drawing  on  a  war  on  the  part  of  those  against  whom  it  is 
found  necessary  to  defend  ourselves,  in  making  use  of  said  means 
to  all  lawful  purposes ;  and  as  if  we  ought  for  this  reason  to  decline 
the  said  offer  of  assistance,  unless  her  Imperial  Majesty  of  Russia, 
beside  her  said  magnanimous  plan  of  reestablishing  the  liberty  of 
the  seas,  will  also  engage  with  the  other  neutral  Powers  to  guaranty 
to  this  nation  all  its  possessions  fixed  and  immovable,  both  in  and 
out  of  Europe. 

That  the  Lords  Constituents  will  only  remark,  that  in  order  that 
such  an  attack  on  the  fixed  and  immovable  possessions  of  the 
Republic  may  appear  likely,  it  would  be  necessary,  at  least,  to 
allege  some  plausible  reasons  or  pretexts  to  defend  it,  in  the  eyes  of 
all  Europe,  from  the  most  manifest  injustice  and  violence ;  whereas 
it  is  clear  that  such  hostilities  could  not  have  any  foundation  on  a 
protection  of  commerce  to  which  their  High  Mightinesses  find  them- 
selves absolutely  forced  by  the  open  violation  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce  concluded  with  England  in  1674 ;  that  thus  the  proba- 
bility of  an  attack  of  this  sort,  seeing  the  manifest  injustice  of  such 
an  enterprise,  must  vanish  ;  and  this  especially  if  we  consider  the 
great  number  of  enemies  that  England  has  drawn  upon  her,  and 
that  it  would  be  madness  to  increase  the  number ;  that  such  being 
the  case,  the  said  suppositions  are  of  too  small  weight,  and  too  far 
removed  from  all  probability,  to  refuse  the  means  which  are  offered 
of  protecting  the  commerce  of  the  subjects  of  the  State,  and  that 
to  refuse  an  aid  so  powerful,  while  it  is  not  in  a  condition  to  protect 
its  commerce  by  its  own  unaided  forces,  will  be  evidently  to  renounce 
all  protection  possible,  while  the  burdensome  imposts  under  which 
commerce,  in  expectation  of  some  protection,  has  a  long  time 
groaned,  and  still  groans,  would,  against  all  reason,  remain  in  their 
rigor. 

That,  in  addition  to  this,  the  Lords  Constituents  will  remark 
further,  that  it  appears  by  the  successive  despatches  of  M.  de  Swart 
to  their  High  Mightinesses  on  this  affair,  that  he  insists  strongly  on 
hastening  the  business,  and  on  sending,  the  sooner  the  better,  neces- 
sary instructions  for  this  purpose,  after  the  example  of  Sweden,  who 
has  already  instructed  her  Minister  to  conclude  the  said  convention. 
That  this  is  the  more  necessary,  because  we  know  that  all  sorts  of 
indirect  means  are  set  to  work   to  deprive  the  Republic  of  the 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  309 

advantage  of  an  alliance  so  beneficial,  and  to  involve  it  in  a  war 
with  France. 

From  this  it  is  clear  that  such  pernicious  views  will  be  accom- 
plished, if  not  only  they  put  off  the  completion  of  the  convention, 
but,  also,  as  is  but  too  apparent,  if  they  evade  it  altogether  by 
making  her  Imperial  Majesty  of  Russia  propositions  of  guaranty, 
which  not  only  are  entirely  foreign  to  the  plan  which  this  Princess 
has  laid  before  the  eyes  of  Europe,  but  which  her  Majesty,  in  the 
explanations  she  has  given,  has  roundly  declared  she  would  never 
listen  to. 

In  fine,  that  the  Lords  Constituents  are  of  opinion  that  it  is 
necessary  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  her  Imperial  Majesty  of  Russia, 
by  making  the  declaration  in  question  on  the  part  of  their  High 
Mightinesses  to  the  belligerent  Powers,  and  by  assuring  her  Majesty 
that  as  soon  as  said  convention  shall  be  signed,  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses will  make  the  said  declaration  to  the  Courts  of  the  belligerent 
Powers. 

Meantime,  the  committee  referred  thereon  to  the  better  advice  of 
the  honorable  Council.  On  which,  having  deliberated,  and  the 
voices  havmg  been  taken,  the  Burgomasters  and  Counsellors  thanked 
the  committee  for  the  trouble  they  had  taken,  and  agreed  to  the 
above  advice. 

A.  VAN  HINGELANDT. 


JAMES  LOVELL  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Philadelphia,  July  10th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  know  not  how  I  can  profess  all  the  regard  which  I  feel  for  you 
without  appearing,  on  the  one  hand,  to  do  it  upon  slight  grounds,  or, 
on  the  other,  to  have  delayed  it  too  long. 

I  have  been  steadily  in  Congress,  without  once  visiting  my  family 
in  Boston,  since  January,  1777,  and  from  May,  that  year,  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs ;  consequently,  I  am 
well  informed  of  your  truly  republican  spirit,  your  particular  affec- 
tion for  these  States,  and  your  industry  in  their  service,  most  of  your 
numerous  letters,  down  to  December  30th,  1779,  having  come  to 
hand. 
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The  honorable  gentleman  who  will  deliver  this,  being  also  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  has  a  just  esteem  for  you,  and  promises  himself 
much  advantage  from  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  you.  Mr. 
Searle  is  well  able  to  make  a  due  return  of  the  benefits  from  the 
fund  of  his  intimacy  with  American  State  affairs,  his  extensive  com- 
mercial knowledge,  and  his  science  of  mankind  gained  by  former 
travels. 

I  shall  shortly  write  to  you  again  by  another  respectable  gentle- 
man of  our  Assembly,  and  I  will  use  every  means  to  make  him  the 
bearer  of  what  you  have  so  rightfully  solicited,  as  a  faithful  first 
correspondent  of  our  Committee,  from  whom  you  will,  probably, 
have  regular  official  letters  under  a  new  arrangement  of  a  secretary- 
ship, which  has  been  vacant  from  the  days  of  a  confusion  excited  by 
an  indiscreet  and  illiberal  publication  here  on  the  5th  of  December, 
1778,  and  which  you  have  read  with  grief. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  hope  you  will  receive  kindly  this  individual 
testimony  of  cordial  friendship,  from,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  LOVELL. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  July  15th,  1780. 
Sir, 
Since  my  last  of  the  21st  of  May,  nothing  has  passed  of  much 
interest  m  the  Assemblies  of  this  Province  to  deserve  repetition.  I 
send  an  account  of  all  that  passes  to  Dr.  Franklin,  at  Paris,  almost 
every  post.  The  fitting  out  of  ships  of  the  Republic  for  convoy 
goes  on  slowly,  and  the  resolutions  in  this  respect,  and  for  the  nego- 
ciations  with  Russia,  drag  equally  slow.  The  English  party,  led  by 
the  English  Ambassador,  and  by  another  person  who  leads  the 
majority  here,  continue  to  perplex,  delay,  and  cross  every  thing ; 
and  he  who  is  at  the  head  of  all  follows  their  impulses.  In  a  word, 
the  English  intrigue  more  here  than  in  all  Europe  besides.  The 
difficulties  they  excite  in  Germany,  and  foment  on  the  subject  of 
the  coadjutor  of  Munster  and  Cologne,  are  intended  to  embarrass 
this  Republic,  and  hinder  it  from  being  successfully  occupied  in  the 
reestablishment  of  its  navy.  It  was  in  agitation  to  make  choice  of 
a  Prince  of  Austria  for  coadjutor,  and,  of  consequence,  for  future 
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Elector  of  Cologne.  The  King  of  Prussia  is  opposed  to  it,  and 
France  also.  England,  in  the  name  of  Hanover,  favored  the  views 
of  the  House  of  Austria.     This  may  kindle  a  war  in  Germany. 

The  protest  here  annexed  of  the  minority  in  the  Chapter  of  Mun 
ster  is  a  paper  as  important  as   it  is  well  done.     I  received  it  in 
German  and  translated  it,  and  while  I  am  writing  this,  a  copy  of  it 
is  making. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  add,  except  that  a  body  of  ten  thousand 
Prussians,  quartered  in  Westphalia,  have  orders  to  hold  themselves 
ready  to  march  to  Munster  on  the  first  signal. 

The  misfortune  of  Charleston  has  animated  the  courage  of  the 
Anglomanes  here,  and  filled  our  friends  with  consternation.  I  do 
my  best  to  encourage  them,  and  I  succeed.  In  spite  of  the  intrigues 
of  the  English,  they  will  gain  nothing  important  here,  because  there 
must  be  unanimity  in  the  resolutions  for  war  or  peace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  DUMAS. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  July  22d,  1780. 

Sir, 

As  every  thing  is  here  in  the  activity  of  summer,  nothing  new  has 
occurred.  The  States  of  the  Province  of  Holland  do  not  assemble 
till  the  26th  of  this  month.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  we  may  soon 
receive  news  from  America,  which  will  raise  again  the  courage  of 
the  friends  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  the  misfortune  of  Charles- 
ton has  caused  much  pain,  in  proportion  as  it  has  reanimated  those 
who  favor  your  enemies.  The  latter,  in  the  mean  time,  forge  and 
utter  every  day  rumors  injurious  to  the  United  States,  such  as  that 
they  are  about  to  submit.  ''The  Congress,"  say  they,  "is  disunited 
and  ready  to  dissolve;  the  southern  Provinces  successively  yield, 
and  they  flatter  themselves  in  England  that  those  in  the  north  will 
follow  their  example."  The  King  himself  flatters  his  Parliament 
with  this  idea.  I  can,  for  the  present,  only  oppose  patience  to  all 
this,  and  keep  myself  mostly  out  of  sight ;  for  they  look  on  me  as  a 
lost  man,  and  one  who  will  be  soon  abandoned  by  America  herself. 
Besides,  my  feeble  health,  which  has  not  been  able  to  resist  this 
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shock  and  a  concurrence  of  many  others,  forces  me  to  this  inaction 
for  a  time. 

Two  Plenipotentiaries  depart  hence  to  regulate,  at  Petersburgh, 
with  the  Empress  of  Russia,  the  armed  neutrality.  The  Court  of 
Denmark  has  followed  the  example  of  Russia,  in  making  the  same 
declarations  to  the  other  Powers.  It  appears  that  the  affair  of 
Munster  will  not  trouble  the  peace  of  Germany.  This  election  must 
be  made  the  16th  of  next  month,  and,  probably,  the  Archduke  will 
be  coadjutor. 

July  2ith.  The  sudden  declaration  of  Denmark,  unforeseen  by  all 
the  world,  much  embarrasses  those  here  who  hope  to  see  the  armed 
neutrality  fail.  Amsterdam  has  protested  against  sending  Plenipo- 
tentiaries to  Petersburgh,  to  whom  embarrassing  instructions  have 
been  given.  She  wishes,  with  reason,  that  they  would  be  content 
simply  to  send  full  powers  to  M.  de  Swart,  Resident  of  the  Republic 
at  Petersburgh,  with  orders  to  conform  to  the  resolution  of  their 
High  Mightinesses,  which  is  positive  and  clear  on  the  accession  to 
said  armed  neutrality.  It  is  expected  that  Sweden  will  make,  on 
the  first  opportunity,  a  like  declaration.  Then  the  opposition  will 
not  be  able  to  force  the  Republic  to  recede  without  making  them- 
selves odious. 

We  hope  by  the  next  post,  among  other  things,  to  receive  good 
news  from  the  combined  fleet  of  the  Count  de  Guichen  and  Don 
Solano ;  as  also  from  M.  de  Ternay,  and  from  the  continent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS 


WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Madrid,  July  24th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  confess  myself  very  remiss  in  not  answering  your  favor  of  the 
21st  ultimo  sooner.  The  removal  of  the  Court  from  Aranjues  to 
this  city,  and  a  bilious  disorder  which  has  oppressed  me  more  than  a 
month,  and  which  still  afflicts  me,  have  in  part  been  the  reason.  I 
have  no  news  to  communicate  to  you  which  can  console  you  for  our 
late  misfortunes  ;  I  can  assure  you,  however,  that  they  do  not  deject 
me.  Per  aspera  ad  astra.  Heaven  does  not  intend  to  exempt  us 
from  the  adversities  which  have  befallen  other  nations  who  struggled 
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for  their  liberty,  by  giving  us  almost  full  and  instantaneous  enjoy- 
ment of  it.  I  have  full  confidence  in  the  perseverance  of  our 
countiy:nen.  They  will,  I  hope,  act  with  more  vigor  in  consequence 
of  their  misfortunes.  I  have  received  letters  from  America,  dated  in 
the  end  of  April  and  the  1st  of  May,  which  speak  of  the  loss  of 
Charleston  as  certain,  and  which  predict  other  successes  of  the 
enemy  in  the  northern  States,  but  which  show  no  despondency. 

I  shall  pay  implicit  obedience  to  the  request  you  make  me  with 
respect  to  your  family,  and  you  may  rely  upon  me  when  I  tell  you 
that  as  long  as  I  have  any  influence,  or  any  friends  in  the  councils 
of  America,  they  shall  not  want  strenuous  advocates;  and  this  letter 
will  always  be  a  memento  that  would  put  me  to  the  blush  should  I 
be  deficient  in  a  promise  which  I  think  myself,  even  in  justice  to  my 
country,  obliged  to  endeavor  to  fulfil  in  the  best  manner  possible. 

The  Spanish,  or  rather  allied  fleet,  has  returned  to  Cadiz,  except 
a  few  vessels  which  cruise  near  that  part.  The  Count  d'Estaing  is 
expected  at  St.  Ildefonso  in  about  a  week,  the  Count  being  now  at 
that  place.     I  go  there  this  week. 

I  see  that  the  Courier  de  VEiirope  mentions  that  Mr.  Jay  has 
received  his  conge,  Sic,  &;c.  Not  a  word  of  truth.  The  English 
papers  sent  our  Commissioners  from  France  frequently,  yet  a  treaty 
was  made  by  these  same  conged  Commissioners.  I  have  received 
your  cypher  safe.  Begin  when  you  please  your  observations  on 
men  and  things.  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  separate  and 
seal  up  all  the  letters  you  have  ever  received  from  me,  unless  it  be 
this,  under  a  cover  for  me,  which,  in  case  of  death — which  Heaven 
forbid  ! — you  will  direct  to  me,  delivered  to  my  orders. 

My  best  compliments  to  your  family  and  Messrs.  de  Neufville ; 
and  believe  me  ever  your  friend  and  servant, 

WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  July  25th,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  21st  of  March  last  I  had  the  honor  to  write  your  Excellency 

a  long  letter  on  my  own  concerns,  of  which  I  annex  here  an  extract. 

I  add  here  that  vi'hen  I  received  the  first  commission  of  the  Committee 
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on  the  part  of  Congress  dated  in  December,  1775,  in  which  they 
honored  me  with  their  orders  and  credentials,  I  did  not  solicit  to  be 
employed ;  I  did  not  even  think  of  it.  But  chosen  and  named  by 
this  respectable  body,  in  a  manner  as  unexpected  as  it  was  definite 
and  authentic,  to  serve  essentially  the  United  States,  my  ardent 
thoughts  and  life  were  consecrated  with  zeal  to  tiie  cause  of  the 
United  States.  Persuaded  that  it  was  the  cause  of  humanity,  of 
liberty,  and  of  virtue,  I  have  sacrificed  every  thing  to  this  noble  ser- 
vice during  nearly  five  years,  with  all  possible  zeal  and  fidelity.  The 
Congress  also  testified  to  me  soon  after  that  they  were  well  satisfied 
with  my  services.  I  have  corresponded  assiduously  since  that  time 
with  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  with  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  and  with  a  number  of  other  servants 
of  America.  I  have  raised  up,  cemented,  and  nourished  in  Holland 
a  considerable  party  in  their  favor,  whereby  I  have  drawn  upon 
myself  the  hatred  of  a  party  more  powerful,  which  wishes  to  see  me 
perish,  and  which  has  already  done  me  all  the  wrong  and  all  the 
mischief  of  which  it  was  capable.  I  have  participated  in  the  adverse 
fortune  of  America,  in  the  just  confidence  that  the  United  States  and 
their  Congress  will  have  my  interest  at  heart,  as  I  have  constantly 
and  successfully  had  theirs,  and  as  their  magnanimity,  their  dignity, 
and  their  honor  require  in  the  eyes  of  the  European  public. 

I  have  yet  fully  this  confidence;  and  it  is  this  which  caused  me  to 
solicit,  more  than  a  year  since,  in  several  of  my  letters  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Affairs,  a  formal  confirmation  of  my  agency  on  the 
part  of  Congress  for  my  safety  and  quiet.  I  beg,  sir,  that  you  will 
second  my  request,  and  obtain  for  me  a  resolution  as  favorable  as  my 
demand  is  just. 

I  know  that  some  Americans,  whom  I  honor  in  other  respects, 
have  entertained  and  propagated  the  idea  that  a  commission  of  the 
honorable  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  was  not  so  valid  as  one  of 
Congress.  One  of  them  said  so  to  me.  I  will  not,  sir,  give  myself 
up  to  an  idea  so  injurious  as  to  think  that  Congress  would  refuse  to 
ratify  what  their  Committee  has  done,  and  the  engagements  it  has 
made ;  but  this  body  is  not  always  composed  of  the  same  persons  ;  it 
has  many  other  affairs ;  it  may  forget  me,  and  I  may  be  cruelly 
supplanted,  abandoned,  and  consequently,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years, 
ruined  with  my  family,  without  resource  and  without  means.  I  put, 
then,  my  cause  into  the  hands  of  your  Excellency,  to  endeavor  to 
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obtain  for  me,  as  promptly  as  possible,  tbe  satisfaction  I  desire,  and  to 
send  me  the  commission  I  solicit.  The  service  of  the  United  Slates 
requires  it,  and  this  will  not  interfere  with  the  powers  of  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  who  may  be  sent  here ;  on  the  contrary,  I  shall  be 
useful  to  him,  if  God  spares  my  life. 

One  consideration,  also,  to  which  I  pray  Congress  to  give  their 
attention,  is  that  far  from  being  recompensed  for  my  past  labors,  the 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  louis  d'ors  or  guineas  which  I  draw 
yearly  for  my  subsistence  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  journeys, 
postages,  &;c.,  charges  which,  from  prudence  and  considering  circum- 
stances I  have  never  carried  to  the  account,  are  not  sufficient ;  and  I 
have  been  obliged  constantly  to  expend  my  own  in  addition.  Besides 
my  age,  the  privation  not  only  of  a  copyist,  which  the  service 
demanded,  but  even  of  a  valet,  which  I  have  been  obliged  also  to 
deny  myself  in  order  to  be  able  to  subsist,  for  about  three  years, 
makes  my  life  extremely  sad  and  painful. 

In  perfect  trust  that  Congress  will  consent  to  give  attention  to  my 
petition,  and  to  my  state,  I  commend  myself  with  my  wife  and 
daughter  to  their  protection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  k,c.,  DUMAS. 


JOHN  PAUL  JONES  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Ariel,  Road  of  Croix,  September  8th,  1780. 

1  dare  say,  my  dear  friend,  my  silence  for  so  long  a  time  must 
have  an  extraordinary  appearance  to  you,  and  have  excited  in  your 
mind  various  conjectures  not  much  to  my  advantage.  I  will  now 
endeavor  to  make  some  atonement  by  confessing  the  truth.  I  have 
been  ashamed  to  write  to  you  on  account  of  the  strange  variety  of 
events  that  have  taken  place,  and  detained  me  in  port  from  the  10th 
of  February  until  this  date. 

I  wish  to  pass  over  these  events  for  the  present  in  silence,  choosing 
rather  to  suffer  a  little  ill-natured  misconstruction,  than  to  attempt 
explanations  before  the  matters  are  brought  to  a  proper  and  final 
decision.  I  hope  it  will  then  appear  that  I  have  been  not  very 
fairly  treated,  and  that  my  conduct  has  been  blameless.  M.  D.  C. 
pursued  his  resentment  to  such  a  length  as  obliged  me  in  April  to 
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pay  a  visit  to  the  Minister  greatly  against  ray  will  at  that  moment, 
for  I  then  thought  myself  neglected  and  not  very  well  used  by  him  ; 
but  I  was  most  agreeably  undeceived  by  the  very  friendly  reception  I 
met  with.  My  every  demand  was  granted  respecting  the  prizes ;  it 
became  me,  therefore,  to  be  very  modest.  I  found  that  1  had  C. 
alone  to  thank  for  the  altercations  at  the  Texel.  I  had  the  happi- 
ness to  be  feasted  and  caressed  by  all  the  world  at  Paris  and 
Versailles  except  himself.  He,  however,  looked  guilty ;  we  did  not 
speak  together,  not  because  I  had  any  determined  objection,  for  1 
love  his  family,  but  he  could  not  look  me  in  the  face,  and  fled 
whenever  chance  brought  us  near  each  other. 

Without  studying  it,  I  enjoyed  over  him  a  triumph  as  great  as  I 
could  wish  to  experience  over  Jemmy  Twitcher.  His  Majesty 
ordered  a  superb  sword  to  be  made  for  me,  which  I  have  since 
received,  and  it  is  called  much  more  elegant  than  that  presented  to 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  His  Majesty  has  also  written,  by  his 
Minister,  the  strongest  letter  that  is  possible  in  approbation  of  my 
conduct  to  the  President  of  Congress,  offering  to  invest  me  with 
the  cross,  an  institution  of  military  merit,  which  I  carry  with  me  for 
that  purpose  to  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne.  The  Minister  of 
Marine  has  besides  addressed  a  very  kind  letter  to  myself,  and  I 
have  also  had  the  like  honor  shown  me  by  the  other  Ministers.  I 
continue  to  receive  constant  marks  of  esteem  and  honorable  attention 
from  the  Court,  and"  the  ship  I  now  command  was  lent  to  the  United 
States  in  consequence  of  my  application.  Nothing  has  detained 
me  from  sailing  for  this  past  month  but  that  my  officers  and  men  are 
still  without  wages  or  prize  money.  There  is  a  strange  mystery, 
which,  when  explained,  must  surprise  you.  C,  who  pretends  to 
exercise  authority  over  these  moneys,  will,  I  fear,  persist  in  with- 
holding them  till  he  obliges  me  to  lay  a  second  complaint  before  the 
Minister  against  him,  and  if  I  am  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  this 
step,  he  will  not  come  off  so  well  as  he  has  hitherto  done  on  the 
score  of  betraying  secrets. 

I  will  take  care  of  your  packets,  and  as  I  expect  to  remain  but 
two  or  three  days  longer,  I  hope  to  hear  from  you  through  the  hands 
of  our  friend  R.  M.  of  Philadelphia.  Let  me  know  how  Mr.  Round 
Face  that  went  lately  from  Paris  to  the  Hague  is  proceeding.  I 
understand  he  has  gone  to  Amsterdam.  I  wish  he  may  be  doing 
good.     If  he  should  inadvertently  do  evil  as  a  stranger,  I  shall,  as 
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his  fellow-citizen,  be  very  sorry  for  it,  but  you  being  a  native  will 
hear  of  it.  I  confess  I  am  anxious  about  his  situation.  The  man 
has  a  family,  and  in  these  troublesome  times,  I  wish  he  were  at  home 
to  mind  his  trade  and  his  fireside,  for  I  think  he  has  travelled  more 
than  his  fortune  can  well  bare.  Present  my  respects  to  madam  and 
the  virgin  muse.  I  got  many  little  pieces  addressed  to  me  while 
near  the  Court,  but  I  made  very  little  return. 

I  am,  my  dear  philosopher,  with  unalterable  regard,  yours, 

JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  September  12th,  1780. 
Sir, 

There  has  been  a  great  dearth  of  news  for  some  time,  which  is 
happily  interrupted  by  the  capture  of  the  English  East  and  West 
India  fleets,  by  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  as  your 
Excellency  will  see  by  the  accompanying  journals.  Important  as 
this  event  is  in  itself,  we  consider  it  here  as  the  presage  of  what  we 
are  to  hope  in  America ;  the  capture  of  the  twelve  English  vessels 
bound  to  Quebec,  made  by  the  Americans  off  Newfoundland,  and 
the  failure  of  General  Kniphausen  at  Springfield,  is  an  agreeable 
foretaste  of  what  we  may  expect  from  the  combined  operations  of 
the  French  and  Continental  forces.  There  is  nothing  going  on  here, 
the  States  of  Holland  having  done  nothing  in  their  present  session, 
except  to  deliberate  on  a  petition  of  the  merchants  of  Amsterdam 
for  the  free  passage  into  France  of  naval  stores  and  copper  by  the 
canals  of  Flanders  and  Brabant,  until  the  navigation  of  the  Republic 
is  better  protected.  The  inaction  of  the  States-General  is  still 
greater ;  they  are  awaiting  the  letters  from  their  Plenipotentiaries, 
who  iTiust  have  arrived  at  Petersburgh. 

We  learn  from  London  that  the  King  has  dissolved  the  present 
Parliament,  and  will  convoke  a  new  one.  In  Ireland,  although  the 
majority  of  the  Parliament  are  subservient  to  the  Court,  the  associa- 
tions of  the  disaffected  increase.  The  Russian,  Danish,  and  Swedish 
squadrons  in  concert,  protect  the  commerce  of  their  respective 
nations ;  and  this  Republic  protects  nothing.  The  combined  fleet 
of  Spain  and  France  is  at  sea,  and  is  expected  to  show  itself  in  the 
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Channel.  The  Archduke  Maximilian  has  been  chosen  coadjutor, 
and  consequently  future  Elector  of  Cologne  and  Bishop  of  Munster. 
The  Prince  and  Princess  of  Orange  expect  daily  a  visit  from  the 
King  of  Sweden,  on  his  return  from  Spa.  The  Prince  of  Prussia  is 
at  Petersburgh;  the  Emperor  is  returned  to  Vienna.  The  King  of 
Prussia  is  engaged  with  the  review  in  Silesia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS. 


TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

The  Hague,  October  3d,  1780. 
Sir, 
I  have   just   seen    our  friend.     Their    High    Mightinesses    have 
received  a  courier  from  Petersburgh,  with  a  convention  drawn  up  by 
the  Empress.     Our  friend  is  well  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  Republic  and  their  despatches,  which  are — 

1st.  The  convention  founded  on  that  made  between  the  northern 
Courts,  to  which  are  added  two  articles.  One  of  them  has  for  its 
object  the  restitution  of  the  vessels  taken  from  the  Republic  ;  the 
other  is,  that  in  case  the  Republic  should,  on  account  of  this  con- 
vention, be  attacked,  molested,  or  injured,  the  other  Powers  shall  take 
part  and  make  common  cause  with  her  and  will  defend  her.  To 
this  is  added  a  separate  article,  importing  that  the  design  of  the 
armed  neutrality  is  to  endeavor,  as  soon  as  it  is  perfected,  to  make 
peace  between  the  belligerent  Powers. 

2dly.  The  despatches  inform  us  that  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary 
learned  from  the  Minister  of  Prussia  that  the  English  Envoy  at 
Petersburgh  had  declared  to  her  Imperial  Majesty  that  his  Court 
would  pay  due  respect  to  the  armed  neutrality  of  the  northern 
Powers,  provided  Holland  was  excluded  from  it. 

Our  friend  informed  me  with  great  pleasure  that  this  Republic  will 
not  be  able  to  retreat ;  that  it  must  sign  in  spite  of  the  opposition 
of  the  temporizers,  who  have  now  no  pretence  for  delay,  without 
rendering  themselves  absolutely  odious,  and  becoming  responsible 
for  consequences.  The  French  Ambassador  has  also  received  des- 
patches from  the  French  Minister  at  Petersburgh. 

Our  friend  has  no  doubt  but  the  King  of  Prussia  will  accede  to 
the  convention.    And,  very  probably,  the  Emperor  will  do  the  same. 
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For  the  Empress  was  so  well  pleased  with  his  visit  that  she  made 
him  a  present  of  a  man-of-war.  And  we  have  no  longer  any  doubts 
of  the  accession  of  Portugal. 

I  have  it  from  the  best  authority  that  the  Empress  will  not  relin- 
quish her  simple  and  noble  plan  to  establish  for  the  nations  a  maritime 
code  equally  honorable  and  beneficial  to  all.  Besides,  there  are  two 
circumstances  which  confirm  me  in  this : 

1st.  The  apparent  concert  between  the  northern  Ministers  and 
those  of  France,  Spain,  and  Prussia,  with  the  Cabinet  at  Peters- 
burgh. 

2dly.  The  orders  given  in  Russia  and  Sweden  to  fit  out  immedi- 
ately for  sea  new  fleets  equal  to  those  they  have  already  fitted  out. 

The  King  of  Sweden,  in  his  passage  here,  as  well  as  his  whole 
journey,  discovered  very  little  regard  for  the  English.  A  good  deal 
of  pains  was  taken  to  induce  him  to  accept  an  invitation  to  sup  with 
Sir  Joseph  Yorke.  He  supped  twice  with  the  French  Ambassador, 
who  entertained  him  twice  with  a  play,  which  was  acted  at  a 
theatre  fitted  up  for  the  purpose.  His  Excellency  the  Ambassador 
was  so  obliging  as  to  present  me  himself  with  six  tickets  to  attend 
the  two  plays  with  my  wife  and  daughter. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS. 


EXTRACT  OF  LETTERS  FROM  LONDON  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

London,  October  6th,  1780. 

Mr.  Henry  Laurens  was  brought  to  town  last  night,  rather  in 
better  health.  He  was  lodged  that  night  in  the  messenger's  house 
in  Scotland  Yard,  and  denied  all  sort  of  communications  with  his 
friends,  or  those  who  wished  to  speak  to  him.  He  was  examined  at 
noon  at  Lord  George  Germain's,  and  committed  by  a  warrant  ot 
Justice  Addington,  a  close  prisoner  to  the  Tower,  with  orders  that 
no  person  whatever  should  speak  to  him.  These  people  are  so 
foolishly  changeable,  that  niost  likely  in  a  few  days  the  severity  of 
his  confinement  may  be  relaxed.  At  present,  two  men  are  always 
in  the  same  room  with  him,  and  two  soldiers  without. 

October  iOth.  Since  my  last,  of  the  6th,  there  has  been  no  mate- 
rial incident  relative  to  Mr.  Henry  Laurens's  commitment ;  nor  is 
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the  rigor  of  his  confinement  abated.  No  person  whatever  can  speak 
to  him  but  in  hearing  and  sight  of  the  two  attendant  messengers.  It 
is  said  that  the  Secretary  of  State's  order  will  produce  admittance 
to  his  room,  but  nothing  else.  Some  of  his  Tory  relations,  and  a 
Mr.  Manning,  a  merchant  of  the  city,  and  a  correspondent  of  Mr. 
Laurens,  have  made  attempts  to  speak  to  him,  but  did  not  succeed. 
He  is  wise  enough  to  be  cautious  whom  he  speaks  to.  It  is  gener- 
ally thought  that  this  rigor  will  be  taken  off  in  a  few  days,  and  that 
his  friends  who  are  now  backward  for  fear  of  any  stir  that  may  be 
disadvantageous  to  him,  will  have  admittance.  Almost  every  person 
is  crying  out  shame  upon  this  sort  of  treatment  of  Mr.  Laurens. 

October  11th.  It  was  not  until  the  14th  instant  that  any  person 
whatever  was  permitted  to  see  Mr.  Laurens  in  the  Tower.  On  that 
day,  after  repeated  applications  for  admission,  Mr.  Manning  and  Mr. 
Laurens  junior,  a  youth  of  sixteen  or  eighteen  years,  who  has  been 
some  years  at  Warrington  school,  were  permitted  to  see  him.  An 
order  went  signed  from  the  three  Secretaries  of  State,  Hillsborough, 
Stormont,  and  Germain,  to  the  Governor  of  the  Tower,  permitting 
the  two  gentlemen  above  named  to  visit  Mr.  Laurens  for  half  an 
hour  ;  the  warrant  exj)ressly  intimating  that  their  visit  was  to  be 
limited  to  that  time,  and  that  they  could  not,  a  second  time,  see  him 
without  a  new  order.  The  Governor  sent  a  note  to  Mr.  Manning 
that  he  had  received  such  an  order  from  the  Secretaries  of  State,  and 
he,  with  young  Laurens,  went  accordingly  last  Saturday  morning. 
They  found  him  very  ill,  much  emaciated,  but  not  low  spirited,  and 
bitter  against  the  people  of  England  for  their  harsii  treatment  of  him. 
He  spoke  very  handsomely  of  Captain  Keppel,  who  took  him  and 
the  Lieutenant  to  London  ;  but  from  the  period  of  putting  his  foot  on 
shore,  he  was  treated  with  a  brutality  which  he  could  never  expect 
from  Englishmen. 

His  weakness  from  sickness,  and  his  agitation  on  seeing  his  son, 
took  up  the  first  ten  of  the  thirty  minutes  allowed  him  to  converse 
with  his  friends.  The  rest  was  filled  with  bitter  invectives  against 
the  authors  of  his  harsh  treatment.  His  outer  room  is  but  a  very 
mean  one,  not  more  than  twelve  feet  square,  a  dark,  close  bed-room 
adjoining,  both  indifferently  furnished,  and  a  few  books  on  his  table; 
no  pen  and  ink  or  newspaper  has  been  yet  allowed  him,  but  he  has 
a  pencil  and  a  memorandum  book,  in  which  he  occasionally  notes 
things.     The  warden  of  the  Tower,  and  a  yeoman  of  the  guard  are 
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constantly  at  his  elbow,  though  they  never  attempt  to  stop  his  con- 
versation. Mr.  Manning  and  his  child  being  the  first  visitors  he  has 
had,  perhaps  Mr.  Laurens  was  led  to  say  every  thing  he  could  of  the 
severity  of  his  treatment,  in  order  that  it  might  be  known  abroad, 
and  contradict  the  general  report  of  his  being  exceedingly  well 
treated.  He  has  hitherto  declined  any  physical  advice,  or  the  visits 
of  any  of  those  creatures  near  him,  who  may  be  put  in  with  a  view 
to  pump.  Mr.  Penn  is  making  application  and  will  probably  see 
him.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  son  will  again  get  leave.  His  harsh 
treatment  being  now  pretty  generally  known,  every  one  is  crying 
out  shame  against  it,  and  they  accuse  a  great  personage,  known  by 
the  name  of  White  Eyes,  as  the  immediate  author  of  it.* 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

Amsterdam,  December  19th,  1780. 

Sir, 

Since  my  last,  they  have  advised  in  the  States  of  Holland  not  to 
answer  at  all  to  the  memorial  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke.  This,  I  think, 
is  the  best  they  can  do  in  these  circumstances.  But  Sir  Joseph 
Yorke  has  presented  a  new  memorial,  as  offensive  at  least  as  the 
preceding  one,  and  the  several  Provinces  are  now  deliberating  on  its 
contents.!  But  their  resolution,  I  am  assured,  will  not  please  the 
British  Court. 

I  had  the  honor  some  days  ago  of  presenting  Mr.  Searle  to  the 
French  Ambassador,  and  of  serving  them  both  as  an  interpreter  in 
an  interesting  conversation  as  to  the  best  method  of  expelling  the 
enemy  out  of  the  United  States,  and  of  putting  a  speedy  end  to  the 
war  in  America.  The  intention  of  a  majority  of  fifteen  out  of  the 
eighteen  cities  of  Holland,  by  disavowing  the  conduct  of  Amsterdam 
concerning  the  projected  treaty,  is  visibly  to  leave  no  pretext  at  all 
to  Great  Britain  for  attacking  this  Republic  on  other  grounds  than 
that  of  resentment  for  her  accession  to  the  armed  neutrality. 


*For  other  particulars  on  this  subject,  see  Franklin's  Correspondence,  Vol.  II., 
pp.  126,  127,  221.     Also,  Henry  Laurens's  Correspondence,  Vol.  I.,  p.  715. 

■(These  two  memorials  are  contained  in  John  Adams's  Correspondence,  Vol.  III., 
pp.  268-278. 

Vol.  v.— 21 
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December  26th.  The  States  of  this  Province  have  taken  unani- 
mously the  provisional  resolve  of  putting  the  project  of  a  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  this  Republic,  together  with  the  letter 
of  the  city  of  Amsterdam  concerning  the  same,  into  the  hands  of  the 
Provincial  Court  of  Justice,  to  be  examined  by  them,  and  to  decide 
if  there  is  any  constitutional  laiv  of  the  Union  which  can  he  said  to 
have  been  violated  by  the  Regency  of  Amsterdam  in  this  affair. 
Supposing,  for  a  moment,  this  should  be  the  case,  the  high  sheriff 
of  the  city  would  then  be  requested  to  pursue  the  violators  of  such 
a  law.  But  as  this  cannot  be  the  case,  the  said  States,  who  are  to 
assemble  on  the  5th  of  January,  will  take  the  final  resolution,  1st,  of 
asking  satisfaction  of  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  for  her  indecent 
memorials ;  and  2dly,  of  laying  the  whole  proceedings  before  the 
Northern  Courts,  and  showing  them  the  false  pretence  under  which 
the  said  Court  endeavors  to  conceal  her  resentment  against  this 
Republic  for  her  accession  to  the  armed  neutrality. 

December  21th.  The  States  having  acquainted  Sir  Joseph  Yorke 
with  the  aforesaid  provisional  resolve,  he  refused  to  receive  the  com- 
munication ;  and  on  the  25th  instant  he  set  out  early  in  the  morning, 
according  to  the  orders  of  his  King,  for  Antwerp.  The  very  day  of 
his  leaving  the  Hague,  the  Committee  of  Holland  residing  constantly 
at  the  Hague  sent  circular  letters  to  the  several  cities  of  this  Province, 
acquainting  them  with  this  event,  and  summoning  them  for  coming 
immediately,  with  proper  instructions  from  their  cities,  to  form  a 
speedy,  cordial,  and  vigorous  resolve.  One  of  these  letters  has  been 
shown  to  me  in  the  original. 

December  23th.  Consequently,  the  Second  Pensionary  and  other 
Deputies  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam  have  set  out  this  morning  for  the 
Hague,  where  all  will  meet  to-morrow.  The  First  Pensionary,  M. 
Van  Berckel,  will  follow  them,  as  soon  as  he  shall  see  himself 
justified  by  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Holland. 

The  Hague,  January  12th,  1781.  Last  Monday  a  courier,  who 
left  Petersburgh  on  the  19th  of  December,  arrived  with  despatches 
to  the  Grand  Pensionary  of  Holland,  containing,  "  that  the  Empress, 
satisfied  with  that  of  their  High  Mightinesses  of  November  27th, 
had  seen  with  indignation,  rather  than  astonishment,  the  two  last 
memorials  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke ;  that  she  was  greatly  disposed  in 
favor  of  the  Republic  ;  that  the  convention  would  soon  be  signed, 
and  the  acts  of  it  sent  by  another  courier."    Yesterday  was  resolved, 
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and  to-day  begins  the  distribution  of  letters  of  marque,  both  for  men- 
of-war  and  privateers.  Tiie  decision  of  the  Court  of  Justice  of 
Holland  cannot  come  out  before  the  15th  of  February,  because  of 
the  absence  of  several  of  its  members  ;  but  everybody  knows  already 
that  it  cannot  but  be  a  good  one.  Till  then  M.  Van  Berckel  will 
not  appear  here. 

January  23(/.  On  the  21st  the  Grand  Pensionary  of  Holland 
received  a  letter  from  M.  de  Swart,  the  Dutch  Resident  at  Peters- 
burgh,  of  which  the  following  extract  is  taken  by  myself,  from  an 
authentic  copy  communicated  to  me  :  "  January  5th.  On  the  31st 
of  December  last,  the  Dutch  Plenipotentiaries  and  M.  de  Swart  had 
a  final  conference  with  the  Russian  Plenipotentiary,  when,  having 
settled  the  matter  of  command  in  case  of  their  men-of-war  or 
squadrons  meeting  or  acting  jointly,  in  the  same  manner  as  this 
Republic  is  used  to  do  with  all  other  Crowns,  and  the  whole  trans- 
action having  been  laid  before  the  Empress  and  approved  by  her, 
the  accession  of  this  Republic  to  the  treaties  of  Russia,  Sweden,  and 
Denmark,  for  the  mutual  protection  of  the  trade  and  navigation  of 
their  subjects,  has  been  concluded  and  signed  on  January  4th,  by 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  parties,  and  the  acts  of  it  despatched 
(they  also  arrived  here  on  the  21st)  to  be  ratified  by  their  High 
Mightinesses.  During  the  whole  transaction  of  this  treaty,  the 
English  had  left  no  artifice  untried  in  order  to  get  the  Republic 
excluded  from  this  alliance,  and  even  to  the  last  moment  they  strived 
most  desperately  against  her  admission.  But  the  Empress  and  her 
Ministry,  unshaken,  rejected  their  memorials  v^'ith  firmness,  and  even 
with  indignation." 

With  all  my  heart  I  congratulate  the  United  States  upon  this 
happy  event ;  an  event  which  must  accelerate  the  humiliation  of 
their  proud  enemy,  and  assert,  with  the  acknowledged  liberty  of 
America,  that  of  the  seas  through  the  world,  the  latter  of  which 
cannot  be  obtained  without  the  former. 

Couriers  have  been  sent  from  hence,  eleven  days  ago,  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  from  the  three  Northern  Powers  the  stipulated 
succor,  as  being  attacked  in  resentment  for  having  acceded  to  their 
alliance.  The  money  which  this  Republic  has  now  occasion  to  take 
up  from  her  subjects  will  greatly  increase  the  difficulty  of  the  English 
in  obtaining  money,  and  sink  their  stocks  still  more. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc,  DUMAS. 
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ROBERT  MORRIS  TO  C.   W.   F.  DUMAS. 

Philadelphia,  December  24th,  1780. 

Sir, 
Your  letter  of  the  7th  of  January  last  was  long  on  its  passage, 
and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has  remained  too  long  in  my  possession 
without  an  answer,  which  you  must  attribute  entirely  to  the  multi- 
plicity of  employments,  in  various  ways,  that  occupy  very  fully  my 
whole  time.  Had  I  complied  with  the  dictates  of  that  respect  and 
esteem  which  Dr.  Franklin  first,  and  your  steady  adherence  to  this 
country  since,  inspired,  you  would  have  heard  from  me  immediately  ; 
but  men  who  are  involved  in  much  business,  as  I  am,  cannot  follow 
their  inclinations,  but  must  submit  to  such  things  as  call  most  press- 
ingly  for  their  attention. 

The  letter  you  enclosed  to  me  for  Messrs.  Sears  &  Smith  1  sent 
forward  immediately,  and  you  may  depend  on  me  for  much  more 
important  services,  when  in  my  power  to  render  them  to  you  or  any 
of  your  friends. 

After  serving  my  country  in  various  public  stations  for  upwards  of 
four  years,  my  routine  in  Congress  was  finished  ;  and  no  sooner  was 
I  out,  than  envious  and  malicious  men  began  to  attack  my  character, 
but  my  services  were  so  universally  known,  and  my  integrity  so 
clearly  proved,  I  have,  thank  God,  been  able  to  look  down  with 
contempt  on  those  that  have  endeavored  to  injure  me ;  and  what  is 
more,  I  can  face  the  world  with  that  consciousness  which  rectitude 
of  conduct  gives  to  those  who  pursue  it  invariably. 

You  will  excuse  me  for  saying  so  much  of  myself.  I  should  not 
have  mentioned  the  subject  had  I  not  been  attacked  ;  and  as  I  think 
no  man  ought  to  be  insensible  to  applause  and  approbation,  I  cannot 
help  wishing  to  retain  that  opinion  you  have  been  pleased  to  enter- 
tain of  me. 

As  I  maintain  my  acquaintance  amongst  the  present  members  of 
Congress,  you  will  be  assured  I  will  most  cheerfully  promote  your 
interest  whenever  I-  can,  for  I  feel  the  force  of  your  observations  on 
that  subject. 

Mr.  Carmichael  is  returned  to  Europe,  and  Mr.  Deane  is  about 
embarking  for  France,  and  I  dare  say  you  will  hear  from  them 
both. 

I  most  sincerely  wish  an  honorable,  happy,  and  speedy  end  to  the 
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war  we  are  engaged  in  ;  and  with  sentiments  of  great  esteem  and 
respect,  I  remain,  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  February  5Lh,  1781. 

Sir, 

A  courier,  despatched  by  the  Russian  Ambassador  here  on  the 
29th  of  December  last,  with  the  news  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  having 
left  the  Hague  by  order  of  his  Court,  without  taking  leave,  has  come 
again  with  letters  from  the  Dutch  Plenipotentiaries  at  Petersburgh 
to  the  Great  Pensionary,  the  contents  of  which  are  still  very  satisfac- 
tory ;  so  that  there  is  no  doubt  nor  uneasiness  concerning  a  favorable 
answer  which  they  expect  here,  but  not  before  the  end  of  this  month, 
to  the  demands  made,  by  a  courier  despatched  from  hence  on  the 
12th  of  January  last. 

By  letters  from  Ostend  we  are  told  that  the  Russian  Minister  at 
London  had  left  that  Court  without  taking  leave.  If  this  proves 
true,  or  whenever  else  the  expected  rupture  between  Russia  and 
Great  Britain  will  be  fully  ascertained,  then  it  will  be  time  to  set  on 
foot  a  negociation  with  the  four  new  allied  Powers  for  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  independency  of  America,  and  making  treaties  with 
her  of  amity  and  commerce.  The  first,  and  perhaps  only,  appli- 
cation for  this  purpose  must  then  be  made  to  Russia ;  and  I  am  now 
carefully  watching  the  moment  when  such  an  application  will  be 
proper,  and  attended  with  the  prospect  of  success,  in  order  to  inform 
Mr.  Adams,  and  take  with  and  under  him  such  measures  as  may 
be  necessary.  Till  then  we  must  keep  them  close,  and  make  no 
application  to  this  Republic,  which,  since  her  accession,  cannot,  and 
will  not,  make  any  private  step  without  the  quadruple  alliance,  of 
which  Russia  is  the  leading  Power,  and,  as  I  have  good  reason  to 
think,  well  disposed  towards  the  United  Slates. 

I  have  been  repeatedly  assured  that  the  exportation  of  the  two 
thousand  lasts  of  grain  to  England  from  Ostend  has  been  refused  at 
Brussels  to  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  and  that  he  is  going,  if  not  already 
gone,  from  Antwerp  to  Ostend,  to  embark  for  England.  This  gives 
no  great  opinion  of  the  pretended  negociation  set  on  foot  between 
the  Emperor  and  Great  Britain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS. 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  February  22d,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  expected  courier  from  the  Dutch  Plenipotentiaries  at  Peters- 
burgh  has  not  yet  arrived.  They  think  his  departure  thence  has 
been  delayed  till  the  coming  back  of  another  whom  they  had  sent 
to  London.  The  decision  of  the  Court  of  Holland  concerning  the 
conduct  of  the  Regency  of  Amsterdam  is  not  yet  given,  and  will  not 
come  out  for  some  weeks.  The  pretended  reason  of  this  new  delay 
is  that  M.  Van  Citters,  one  of  the  Counsellors  of  that  Court  must 
go  to  Zealand,  because  of  the  sickness  of  his  mother.  The  true 
reason  may  be  to  get  rid  here  of  certain  gentlemen  as  long  as  possi- 
ble, and  to  gratify  their  by  deferring  their  justification.  A 
little  more  resolution,  when  it  was  perhaps  more  proper  to  dare  than 
to  waver,  would  have  spared  them  such  a  trick.  But  now  their 
honor  and  dignity  not  suffering  them  to  appear  here  till  they  are 
justified,  those  that  cannot  but  justify  them  will  delay  the  doing  it  as 
long  as  they  can. 

March  2d,  1781.  In  consequence  of  orders  brought  by  a  courier 
despatched  to  the  Russian  Ambassador  here,  he  has  presented  a 
memorial*  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  importing  that  the  Empress 
was  willing  to  interpose  her  mediation  between  this  Republic  and 
England,  to  bring  on  an  accommodation.  The  court  of  justice  of 
this  Province  will  meet  on  Monday  next,  to  draw  up  their  decision 
concerning  the  conduct  of  Amsterdam. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  fee,  DUMAS. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  March  5lh,  1781. 

Sir, 
Since  the  memorial  presented  on   the  1st  instant  to  their  High 
Mightinesses  by  the  Russian  Ambassador,  offering  the  mediation  of 
the  Empress  between  them  and  Great  Britain,  a  letter  of  February 

*  See  this  memorial  in  John  Adams's  Correspondence,  Vol.  III.,  p.  336. 
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9th  has  been  received  here,  written  by  the  Dutch  Plenipotentiary  at 
Petersburgh,  of  which,  being  decyj3hered,  the  Grand  Pensionary  of 
Holland,  instead  of  delivering  copies  as  usual,  has  only  permitted 
the  inspection  and  perusal  to  the  several  members  of  the  States.  It 
gives  the  following  account  of  the  assurances  made  to  them  by  the 
Chief  Minister  of  the  Empress,  Count  Panin,  viz:  1st.  That  the 
Empress  is  still  in  the  same  favorable  dispositions  towards  the 
Republic,  and  that  he  himself  will  support  with  all  his  power  the 
just  claim  of  the  Dutch  to  have  all  the  vessels  returned  to  them 
which  the  English  have  taken  from  them  since  their  accession  to  the 
armed  neutrality.  2dly.  That  the  mediation  offered  by  the  Court 
of  Vienna,  to  procure,  by  the  good  offices  of  that  Court,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  that  of  Russia,  a  peace  between  the  belligerent  Powers, 
will  not  be  accepted  without  the  preliminary  condition  sine  qua  non, 
of  Great  Britain's  acknowledging  the  independency  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  rights  of  the  neutral  Powers  in  matters  of  commerce 
and  navigation.  3dly.  That  the  Empress  had  seen  with  great  satis- 
faction the  propositions  made  by  the  Dutch  Plenipotentiaries  to  the 
several  northern  Crowns,  for  being  supplied  by  them,  on  conditions 
to  be  agreed  on,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  men-of-war ;  and  that 
the  number  they  wanted  was  ready  for  the  service  of  their  High 
Mightinesses. 

There  was  a  report  current  here,  and  through  the  whole  country^ 
of  three  encampments  to  take  place  this  summer  in  this  Province. 
A  great  personage  has  assured  a  gentlenian  in  distinguished  station 
that  this  had  never  been  his  intention.  I  have  it  from  the  gentleman 
liimself.  The  same  assures  me,  "  the  Court  of  Justice  was  now 
busy  with  making  up  the  decision  concerning  the  conduct  of  the 
Regency  of  Amsterdam.  They  had  taken  the  advice  of  an  eminent 
lawyer ;  he  had  seen  this  advice ;  it  was  a  very  good  one." 

Mr.  Adams  favored  me  yesterday  both  with  his  presence,  and 
with  the  sight  of  the  despatches  of  December  last,  which  he  has 
received  from  your  Excellency.  I  shall  do  my  best  to  second  his 
operations  ;  heartily  wishing  that  things  may  ripen  and  our  endeavors 
be  crowned  with  success.  To  this  hope  let  me  join  that  of  the  so 
often  solicited  attention  of  Congress  to  my  long  and  faithful  services, 
and  to  the  circumstances  in  which  they  have  involved  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  k,c.,  DUMAS 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  March  22d,  1781. 

Sir, 

The  States  of  this  Province  separated  last  week,  to  meet  again 
the  next  week.  The  Provinces  have  given  their  agreement  to  the 
mediation  offered  by  Russia.  This  affair,  I  fear,  will  prove  a  linger- 
ing business,  as  well  as  that  of  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Justice 
of  Holland,  which,  I  am  told,  is  drawn  up  in  a  manner  that  will  not 
at  all  satisfy  the  Regency  of  Amsterdam,  and  consequently  will  not 
be  suffered  to  be  delivered  ;  and  so  things  will  remain  in  statu  quo, 
God  knows  how  long.  All  this  is  owing  to  the  devices  of  the 
friends  of  Great  Britain  in  this  country,  and  not  in  the  least  to  any 
disaffection  from  Russia,  &£C.  How  can  people  be  helped,  that  will 
not  be  helped?  In  the  mean  time,  the  enemies  carry  on  with 
success  their  perfidious  scheme.  Congress  by  this  time  must  have 
heard  of  their  taking  St.  Eustatia,  filled  with  riches,  a  great  part  of 
which  they  say  is  American  property.  And  now  they  pretend  by 
this  stroke  to  have  cut  off  the  great  resource  of  America  for  con- 
tinuing the  war,  and  to  force  her  into  submission. 

I  have  from  good  authority  that  the  English  have  refused  the 
mediation  of  Russia.  This  surprises  me  not  at  all,  because  I  am 
sure  their  arrogancy  and  stubbornness  will  never  let  them  acknowl- 
edge either  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  or  the  rights  of 
neutrality,  till  their  heads  are  broken ;  a  blessed  work,  fit  for  Heaven 
only  and  America  to  achieve,  while  European  politicians  take  time 
to  consider. 

'Ajjril^d.  They  expect  here  very  interesting  news  from  Peters- 
burgh  towards  the  end  of  this  month,  as  there  are  two  couriers  gone 
thither  ;  the  one  from  hence  on  the  2.3d  of  March,  the  other  from 
England  much  about  the  same  time.  The  merchants  of  Amsterdam, 
who  have  a  great  share  in  the  effects  seized  on  at  St.  Eustatia, 
having  resolved  to  send  deputies  to  the  English  Ministry,  in  order  to 
have  them  restored  to  them,  and  having  invited  the  merchants  of 
Rotterdam  to  join  with  them  in  this  deputation,  the  latter  have 
answered,  that,  with  men  capable  of  acting  so  ruffianlike,  they 
would  rather  let  them  keep  all  that  they  had  robbed,  than  debase 
themselves  by  courting  the  robbers.     This  noble  answer  would  be 
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Still   more  so,   if  Rotterdam  had   lost   as   much   at  St.  Eustatia  as 
Amsterdam  ;  there  being,  as  for  that,  a  very  great  difference. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  DUMAS 


GENERAL  J.  H.  BEDAULX  TO  C.  W.   F.  DUMAS. 

Nimeguen,  April  28lli,  1781. 
Sir, 

As  a  friend  to  Immanity,  it  is  hoped  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
relieve,  by  your  correspondence  with  Congress,  a  good  family  from 
their  uneasiness  on  account  of  the  fate  of  a  son,  of  whom,  notwith- 
standing all  our  inquiries,  during  these  two  last  years,  by  the  way 
of  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  we  have  not  been  able  to  get  any 
positive  intelligence.  This  son,  Frederick  Charles  Bedaulx,  cannot 
be  unknown  to  Congress,  to  their  War  Office,  and  to  the  com- 
manders of  their  army ;  having  been  engaged  in  their  service  since 
the  year  1776,  when  he  embarked  for  St.  Eustatia  ;  but  the  vessel 
being  taken,  he  escaped  from  Falmouth,  and  went  over  with  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and,  in  consequence  of  a  capitulation  made 
before  his  first  going,  served  and  distinguished  himself  there  as 
lieutenant-colonel,  in  which  quality  he  commanded  the  indmtry  of 
the  Pulaski  Legion.  For  more  than  two  years  we  have  had  no 
letter  from  him,  and  of  many  letters  which  were  delivered  for  him 
to  Mr.  Deane,  when  he  was  Minister  from  the  United  States  at 
Paris,  we  do  not  know  if  one  has  been  received  by  M.  Bedaulx. 
According  to  some  loose  reports,  being  sick,  he  had  been  removed 
to  Philadelphia,  where  he  died.  But  this  has  been  contradicted 
since  by  other  people,  who  say  he  is  still  living,  and  sent  away  or 
confined. by  the  intrigues  of  some  enemy. 

Sure  of  the  principles  of  probity  and  honor  with  which  he  has 
been  brought  up,  we  cannot  think  he  has  been  wanting  in  his  duty; 
and  on  the  other  hand,  after  so  many  repeated  applications  made 
to  Congress  and  to  the  body  in  which  he  has  served,  we  cannot  but 
be  surprised  and  troubled  to  find  them  absolutely  silent.  You  will 
oblige  me,  his  uncle,  sir,  his  worthy  father,  and  a  whole  family,  by 
helping  us  out  of  this  cruel  uncertainty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc,  J.  H.  BEDAULX, 

Major  General  in  the  Dutch  Service. 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  ^ague,  May  Ist,  1781. 
Sir, 
Since  my  last  letter  there  has  been  no  opportunity  to  write  to 
America.  This  time  has  been  employed  in  getting  useful  intelli- 
gence and  preparing  all  things  with  Mr.  Adams  for  the  step  he 
will  take  on  Friday  next  of  presenting  his  memorial  to  their  High 
Mightinesses.  This  evening  I  carried  a  card  from  him  to  the  Grand 
Pensionary,  who  will  receive  a  preparatory  visit  from  him  to-morrow 
morning.  It  is  still  uncertain  whether  he  will  be  admitted  at  present, 
or  if  they  will  advise  for  a  medium.  The  expected  courier  is  not 
yet  arrived  from  Petersburgh. 

A  good  French  translation  of  the  memorial  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  be  presented  with  the  original.  I  am  happy  to  have  made  it 
to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  this  translation  will  be  read  to 
their  High  Mightinesses  whenever  the  memorial  shall  be  laid  before 
them.* 

May  2d.  I  have  attended  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Grand  Pensionary. 
When  he  told  him  that  his  intention  was  to  present  himself  on 
Friday  next  to  the  President  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  in  quality 
of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States,  and  that  he  had 
likewise  credentials  from  the  same  to  his  Serene  Highness  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  the  Pensionary  answered  that  he  apprehended  a  difficulty 
would  arise  against  his  admission  in  such  a  character  from  their 
High  Mightinesses  having  not  yet  acknowledged  the  independence 
of  America.  Mr.  Adams  having  replied  that  this  objection,  since 
the  war  had  broken  out  between  Great  Britain  and  this  Republic, 
seemed  to  have  lost  all  its  weight;  the  Pensionary  agreed  that  it 
was  true  at  least  both  nations  had  now  the  same  enemy ;  however, 
he  would  make  his  report  to  his  masters  and  to  the  Prince  of  the 
notice  given  him. 

May  4.th.  This  morning  his  Excellency  went  to  the  Grand  Pen- 
sionary with  a  copy  of  his  memorial,  which  he  declined  to  receive, 
saying  it  was  not  the  usage  when  memorials  were  presented  to  the 
President  of  their  High  Mightinesses  to  deliver  copies  of  them  to 
the  Grand  Pensionary   of  Holland;    and   that   it   would   be   more 

*  See  this  memorial  in  Mr.  Adams's  Correspondence,  Vol.  III.,  p.  346. 
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proper  to  deliver  one  to  the  Graphiary  of  the  States-General.  This 
we  judged  proper  to  delay  till  after  the  audience  at  the  President's, 
who  received  his  Excellency  with  great  politeness,  but  declined 
charging  himself  with  the  memorial,  alleging  his  acceptance  of  it 
would  imply  an  acknowledgment  he  could  not  take  upon  himself, 
but  must  reserve  it  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  to  whom  he  would 
immediately  report  the  case.  His  Excellency  told  him  that  to  avoid 
misconstructions  he  should  find  himself  obliged  to  lay  his  memorial 
before  the  whole  world,  by  publishing  it  immediately.  At  this  the 
President  smiled,  and  they  parted.  It  was  now  become  improper  to 
carry  a  copy  to  the  Graphiary,  and  therefore  we  dispensed  with  it. 
The  President  went  into  the  Assembly  of  the  States-General  and 
made  the  report,  which  having  been  recorded,  the  Deputies  of  all  the 
Provinces  (except  those  of  Zealand,  who  remained  silent)  asked  a 
copy  of  the  report  to  transmit  it  to  their  respective  Provinces,  when 
it  will  be  matter  of  deliberation  in  their  Provincial  Assemblies. 

From  the  President  we  went  to  the  Baron  de  Larrey,  Privy 
Counsellor,  he,  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  to  whom  his  Excellency 
delivered  another  memorial,  in  a  sealed  letter  for  the  said  Prince, 
which  tlie  Baron  promised  to  deliver  immediately  to  the  Prince,  He 
did  so ;  and  the  Prince  having  summoned  M.  Fagel,  the  Graphiary, 
and  the  Grand  Pensionary,  consulted  with  them  what  was  to  be  done 
with  the  letter ;  two  hours  after,  when  we  were  ready  to  dine,  the 
Baron  came  at  the  inn,  with  the  letter  unopened,  and  a  polite  excuse 
from  the  Prince  that  he  could  not  receive  it  till  after  their  High 
Mightinesses  should  have  resolved  if  and  when  he  was  to  be  admitted 
in  the  character  which  he  had  set  forth  with  them. 

May  llih.  Mr.  Adams,  setting  out  last  Saturday  for  Amsterdam, 
left  me  his  order  to  publish  the  memorial  with  the  original  French 
translation  made  by  your  servant,  acknowledged  and  signed  by 
his  Excellency,  and  to  procure  also  a  Dutch  translation  ;  which  I 
have  performed  to-day,  by  distributing  through  the  cities  a  sufficient 
number  of  each. 

Maij  I6th.  All  the  public  journals  of  this  country  have  inserted 
the  memorial,  which  is  now  generally  known  pleases  and  puzzles  at 
once  everybody. 

M.  Van  Berckel,  the  First  Pensionary  of  Amsterdam,  presented 
on  the  4th  instant  a  very  spirited  address  to  the  States  of  Holland, 
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petitioning  tliem  either  to  be  innpeached,  that  he  might  defend  him- 
self, or  formally  declared  not  guilty. 

May  I9th.  This  day  the  cities  of  Dort  and  Haerlem,  by  an 
annotation  in  the  registers  of  Holland,  have  formally  declared  their 
accession  to  the  proposition  of  Amsterdam,  and  with  thanks  acknowl- 
edged the  true  patriotism  of  this  last  city.  The  other  cities  have 
taken  the  proposition  ad  referendum  ;  and  the  final  resolution  on  it 
will  be  taken  by  the  next  Assembly. 

June  6th.  I  presented  yesterday  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the 
President  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  and  another  to  the  Privy 
Counsellor  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  with  a  copy  to  each,  of  the 
accession  of  Maryland  to,  and  the  final  ratification  of,  your  Confed- 
eration. I  had  sealed  up  the  papers,  and  put  on  the  covers  the 
proper  superscriptions.  They  received  them,  and  desired  me  to 
come  to-day  for  an  answer.  Accordingly  I  have  waited  on  them 
this  morning.  They  both  had  opened,  and  consequently  read  the 
contents,  but  said  they  could  not  keep  them,  and  that  I  must  take 
them  back. 

The  President  seemed  to  me  much  embarrassed,  and  a  little 
caviling  on  my  having  delivered  to  him  the  letter  from  Mr.  Adams, 
without  adding  the  quality  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  assumed  in 
the  subscription;  by  which  omission  he  pretended  I  had  deceived 
him  ;  otherwise  he  would  not  have  received  the  letter.  I  denied  any 
intention  to  conceal  from  him  a  quality  which  he  knew  as  well  as  I 
and  the  whole  nation  Mr.  Adams  had  openly  assumed.  He  put 
them  in  my  hat,  and  I  told  him  I  would,  out  of  respect  for  the  head 
of  this  Republic,  keep  in  deposito  the  papers,  which  in  time  might 
be  thought  of  greater  importance  to  them  than  now.  The  other 
gentleman  received  me  with  the  greatest  cordiality  ;  and  apologizing 
very  frankly  for  restoring  me  the  papers,  (like\vi3e  opened,)  desired 
me  repeatedly  to  understand,  and  to  give  to  understand,  that  this  was 
a  mere  formality  ;  and  that  while  the  admission  of  Mr.  Adams  was 
under  deliberation  of  the  several  Provinces,  the  Prince  could  not  be 
beforehand  with  their  High  Mightinesses  nor  their  High  Mightinesses 
with  their  constituents,  in  such  a  matter  of  the  first  importance. 

June  I6th.  I  have  been  happy  with  the  presence  of  Mr.  Adams, 
and  with  his  approbation  of  my  conduct.  The  States  of  Holland 
have  separated.     Their  next  meeting,  after  the  27th  instant,  may  be 
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very  stormy,  not  only  on  account  of  the  proposition  of  Amsterdam, 
but  also  on  that  of  a  verbal  remonstrance  made  by  the  same  city  to 
a  great  personage,  desiring  him  to  exclude  from  all  political  business 
the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  formerly  his  tutor,  when  a  minor ;  a  message 
which  has  exceedingly  hurt  them  both. 

June  22d.  The  great  city  persists  in  her  late  demand  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange  concerning  the  desired  exclusion  of  the  aforesaid 
great  man,  having,  since  the  verbal  proposition,  sent  the  same  by 
writing  to  the  great  personage,  and  to  the  Grand  Pensionary.  Thus 
the  fermentation  rises,  and  draws  to  a  very  interesting  crisis,  which 
probably  will  decide  itself  within  a  fortnight,  either  into  some  catas- 
trophe, or  into  a  ridiculus  mils.  I  learn  just  now  that  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick  presented  yesterday  to  their  High  Mightinesses  a  long 
letter  to  justify  himself.  Many,  even  unconcerned  people,  think  it 
an  improper  step,  because  he  is,  in  fact,  not  vested  with  any  public 
department,  and  therefore  not  answerable,  nor  to  be  brought  to 
account.    His  position  seems  to  me  near  akin  to  that  of  Lord  Bute.* 

July  Ath.  There  has  been  made  mention,  in  the  Provincial 
Assembly,  by  the  Grand  Pensionary,  but  a  very  slight  one,  of  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick's  letter  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  as  taken  ad 
referendum  by  the  several  Provinces.  The  nobility  has  acquainted 
the  Provincial  Assembly  with  the  desire  of  the  Stadtholder  of  present- 
ing to  their  High  Mightinesses  a  proposition  of  his  own  for  having 
inquired  into  the  causes  of  the  defenceless  state  and  inactivity  of  the 
Republic,  and  the  means  to  be  taken,  he.  But  the  cities  have 
declined  countenancing  it,  and  even  the  taking  it  ad  referendum, 
because  there  was  already  such  a  proposition  made  by  the  city  of 
Amsterdam,  a  membrum  integrans  of  the  Republic,  on  which  they 
had  received  their  instructions.  The  Stadtholder  was  present,  and 
visibly  disappointed. 

Vesterday  1  was  shown  in  confidence  a  despatch  just  now  received 
from  Petersburgh,  purporting  an  insinuation!  made  to  the  Dutch 
Plenipotentiary  by  that  CoUrt:  "That  the  said  Court  had  agreed 
with  the  Emperor  of  Germany  to  treat  at  Vienna  for  procuring  a 
general  pacification  between  the  belligerent  Powers  ;  and  if,  there- 


*See  the  above  remonstrance  against  the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  and  his  reply,  in 
John  Adams's  Correspondence,  Vol.  III.,  pp.  410,  414. 
fSee  John  Aduras's  Correspondence,  Vol.  III.,  p.  4G4. 
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fore,  their  High  Mightinesses  should  be  inclined  to  entrust  both  their 
Imperial  Majesties  with  a  mediation  in  behalf  of  this  Republic,  they 
might  make  overtures  in  consequence  to  Prince  Gallitzen,  the  Russian 
Minister  at  the  Hague."  The  Republicans  here  are  of  opinion,  that, 
instead  of  this,  vigorous  measures  should  be  taken  immediately  with 
the  belligerent  Powers;  to  which  the  opposite  party  will  by  no  means 
listen. 

July  lOth.  The  offered  mediation  will  be  accepted,  even  by  the 
advice  of  the  patriots  ;  because  they  apprehend,  if  they  do  not,  the 
opposite  party  would  continue  to  insist  upon  begging  for  peace 
directly  in  England,  either  by  the  good  offices,  as  they  call  them,  of 
the  Sardinian  Envoy  at  London,  who  is  entirely  at  their  and  the 
British  Court's  devotion,  or  by  sending  deputies  from  hence.  The 
final  resolution  of  this  Province,  concerning  the  important  proposi- 
tion of  Amsterdam,  is  delayed  till  the  next  ordinary  Assembly,  by 
caviling  on  the  expression  of  next  Assembly,  used  in  the  proposition, 
as  if  this  Assembly,  an  extraordinary  one,  was  but  a  prolongation  of 
the  last. 

July  I3th.  The  report  which  was  current  on  the  10th,  of  the 
Emperor  being  inclined  to  support  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  has 
proved  false.  I  know  from  the  best  authority  that  quite  the  reverse 
is  true.  When  the  monarch  arrived,  the  Duke  sent  to  him  for 
permission  to  wait  on  him.  Instead  of  which  the  Emperor  went 
immediately  himself  to  the  Duke.  What  passed  between  them  is 
not  known.  But  the  Duke  having  soon  after  returned  the  visit,  he 
was  observed  coming  back  with  visible  marks  of  discomposure. 
The  following  day,  the  Emperor  dining  at  the  Prince  of  Orange's 
seat,  called  the  House  in  the  Wood,  showed  himself  very  gentle  in 
his  address  to  the  Princess  of  Orange,  and  to  everybody  else,  but  to 
the  Duke,  to  whom  he  said  not  a  single  word,  being  remarkably  cold 
to  him,  which  apparently  was  the  cause  of  the  Duke's  withdrawing 
sooner  than  any  other.  Besides  this,  the  Emperor  has  explained 
himself  with  other  great  men  here  this  very  day  by  saying  the 
Regents  of  Amsterdam  did  their  duty  as  brave  patriots.  He  spent 
the  evening  at  the  French  Hotel,  where  he  discoursed  much  with 
the  French  and  Russian  Ambassadors.  The  Grand  Pensionary, 
although  invited  repeatedly  by  the  Prince  himself,  excused  himself 
from  dining  at  the  House  in  the  Wood,  because  he  was  ill. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc,  DUMAS. 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  August  23d,  1781. 

Sir, 

Since  my  last,  the  Provincial  States  of  Holland  have  been  sepa- 
rated till  last  week. 

I  was  not  unacquainted  with  the  negociation  set  on  foot  by  the 
French  Ambassador  here  for  a  loan  of  five  millions  of  florins,  or  five 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  at  four  per  cent.,  nor  with  his  notes 
lately  presented  for  this  purpose  to  the  Graphiary,  M.  Fagel ;  iind 
although  the  Ambassador  does  not  yet  know  that  I  am  acquainted 
with  it,  I  thought  myself  obliged  to  abstain  discreetly  from  writing 
or  speaking  about  it  for  obvious  reasons.  I  am  now  happy  with  the 
assurance  given  me  that  the  proposition  of  this  loan  is  committed, 
and  will  soon  be  agreed  by  their  High  Mightinesses,  either  by  their 
taking  up  the  money  themselves,  and  lending  it  to  France,  or  by  their 
countenancing  and  warranting  the  taking  it  up  directly  by  France ; 
the  only  secret,  or  at  least  not  publicly  acknowledged  particular  of 
this  agreement,  will  be  the  destination  of  this  money  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States.  This  true  account  is  given  me  by  a  friend,  who 
has  it  officially  from  the  mouth  of  the  Grand  Pensionary. 

The  Baron  Lynden  had  written  and  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
the  President  of  the  States-General  a  letter  to  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses, containing  the  reason  which  engaged  him  to  resign  his 
Embassy  to  Vienna,  and  to  decline  any  other,  viz.,  the  unconstitu- 
tionality of  a  foreigner's  (the  Duke  of  Brunswick)  being  the  only 
counsel  to  the  Stadtholder  for  internal  as  well  as  external  politics 
and  administration  of  this  Republic.  This  letter  the  Baron  had 
been  prevailed  upon  to  desist  from  having  read  to  their  High  Might- 
inesses ;  and  he  took  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  President,  in  presence 
of  the  Grand  Pensionary  of  Holland,  and  of  the  Graphiary  of  their 
High  Mightinesses,  reserving  to  himself,  however,  the  liberty  of 
presenting  it  again  whenever  he  should  think  it  convenient.  Some 
persons  (your  servant  for  one)  have  been  favored  with  the  perusal 
of  this  letter.  This  compliance  having  somewhat  discredited  the 
Baron  among  the  patriots,  he  brought  his  letter  back  on  Tuesday 
last  to  the  President,  telling  him  it  must  be  laid  open  to  their  High 
Mightinesses  without  any  further  delay,  otherwise  he  should  publish 
it  by  printing. 
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August  24th.  I  liave  been  favored  by  the  Baron  de  Lynden 
with  the  sight,  1st,  of  a  letter  written  by  him  last  Monday  to  the 
Stadtholder,  in  which  he  tells  him,  that  seeing  him  still  influenced 
and  prepossessed  in  favor  of,  and  directed  by  the  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wick, he  found  his  own  honor  and  conscience  did  not  suffer  him  to 
withhold  any  longer  from  their  High  Mightinesses,  and  from  his 
country,  the  abovementioned  letter ;  2dly,  the  answer  of  the  Stadt- 
holder, telling  him  that  it  was  for  the  sake  of  the  Baron  personally 
that  he  had  endeavored  to  persuade  him  to  suppress  that  letter;  but 
se^ng  him  now  determined  to  put  off  the  mask  and  join  with  his 
adversaries,  he  gave  him  up  to  his  own  reflections.  3dly.  The  reply 
of  the  Baron,  viz.,  that  whereas  his  Highness  was  sorry  for  the 
letter's  being  presented  for  his  (the  Baron's)  sake  only,  he  was 
determined  to  present  it  for  the  same  sake,  which  he  did  accord- 
ingly ;  and  the  letter  has  been  read  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  the 
Baron  himself  being  present  at  the  second  reading,  or  resumption 
as  they  call  it,  the  day  following. 

The  original  of  a  very  noble  and  unanimous  resolution  of  the  city 
of  Dort  respecting  the  Duke  of  Brunsw.ck,  where  he  is  considered 
merely  as  a  military  servant  of  the  Republic,  and  where  the  conduct 
of  the  Regency  of  Amsterdam  is  vindicated,  has  been  read  confi- 
dentially to  me.  Several  other  authentic  and  interesting  pieces  are 
in  my  hands,  viz:  1st.  A  resolution  of  the  city  of  Dort  of  June 
25th  last,  in  which  their  Deputies  are  ordered  to  insist  upon  the 
important  propositions  of  Amsterdam  of  May  18th  being  taken  into 
serious  consideration  ;  and  principally  upon  a  good  plan  of  opera- 
tions during  this  war  being  concluded  with  France  and  her  allies. 
2dly.  The  reports  of  the  several  Admiralties  of  this  Republic, 
showing  their  having  accomplished  the  building,  equipping,  and 
putting  into  service,  ships  according  to  the  orders  of  their  High 
Mightinesses  ;  to  which  the  Admiralty  of  Amsterdam  has  added  a 
remark  which  has  much  displeased  this  Court,  viz.,  that  after  having 
done  their  duty  in  this  matter,  an  account  of  the  most  proper  appli- 
cation and  disposition  of  the  forces  set  in  readiness  for  the  protection 
of  this  country  must  not  be  asked  from  them  but  from  the  higher 
power,  which  had  the  direction  of  their  exertions.  3dly.  A  resolu- 
tion of  the  Province  of  Holland  for  another  squadron  to  be  speedily 
ordered  to  convoy  to  the  Baltic,  not  only  the  merchant  fleet  of 
Amsterdam  lying  in  the  Texel  roads,  which,  after  the  glorious  action 
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of  the  5tb  against  Parker,  has  been  obliged  to  come  back,  but  also 
those  of  Rotterdam,  whose  merchants,  in  a  spirited  address,  have 
complained  of  being  neglected.  I  would  fain  join  herewith  trans- 
lated copies  of  these  voluminous  and  interesting  pieces,  but  without 
the  aiding  hand  of  a  clerk,  such  a  task  is  impossible  for  me  to 
perform. 

August  30ih.  To  shorten  the  business  of  the  abovementioned 
loan,  probably,  their  High  Mightinesses  will  open  it  themselves  on 
their  own  credit,  by  warranting  the  capital  and  interest  at  four  per 
cent.,  for  surety  of  which  they  will  receive,  in  that  case,  a  general 
bond  from  France.  Regularly  they  may  pay  no  more  than  three 
per  cent,  for  themselves,  and  notwithstanding  such  small  interest, 
the  course  of  their  paper  is  at  twelve,  fourteen,  and  even  sixteen 
per  cent,  purchase  above  the  capital  sum.  By  this  method,  if 
pursued,  the  subscription   at  four   per  cent,  will   be  rapidly  com- 


iSeptember  ^d.  A  very  interesting  resolution  of  August  28th,  of 
one  of  the  principal  cities  of  this  province,  was  received  the  day 
before  yesterday  by  her  Deputies  here,  of  which  the  substance  is  as 
follows  : 

"  Having  been  informed  by  their  Deputies  of  the  contents  of  two 
notes,  which  they  were  told  by  the  Grand  Pensionary  had  been 
presented  successively  to  the  Graphiary  of  their  High  Mightinesses 
by  the  French  Ambassador ;  and  being  desirous  of  facilitating  the  use 
which  the  Court  of  France  intends  to  make  of  the  proposed  loan, 
because  such  a  compliance  with  her  desire  will  not  only  fasten  a 
most  necessary  confidence  between  that  Court  and  this  Republic, 
but  also  annoy  directly  the  common  enemy,  by  strengthening  the 
Congress  of  North  America,  in  whose  behalf  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  France  intends,  according  to  certain  secret  informations,  to  dispose 
of  the  whole  loan,  so  that  the  said  Congress  may  the  better  carry 
on  the  war  against  Great  Britain  ;  Resolved,  that  the  Deputies  of 
this  city  at  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  shall  be,  and  are  hereby, 
qualified,  when  the  business  shall  be  reported  to  the  Assembly,  to 
favor  with  all  their  power  the  conclusion  of  it,  and  moreover  to 
advise  and  further  a  resolution  that  may  promote  the  intents  and 
purposes  aforesaid.  Besides  this,  when  done,  our  said  Deputies  at 
the  Provincial  Assembly  are  charged  herewith,  pursuant  to  our 
resolution  of  June  25th  last,  to  insist,  by  way  of  proposition,  upo» 
Vol.  v.— 22 
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their  Noble  and  Grand  Mightinesses  taking  into  serious  deliberation 
the  proposition  laid  before  them  by  the  Regency  of  Amsterdam  on 
the  18th  of  last  May,  and  bring  forth  a  final  resolution  about  the 
same ;  and  particularly  upon  the  Deputies  of  this  Province  in  the 
Assembly  of  the  States-General,  being  ordered  to  direct  things  there 
to  such  effect  that  the  French  Court  may  be  requested  by  their 
High  Mightinesses  to  deliberate  with  them  on  the  manner  of  acting 
jointly,  by  communicating  the  plans  of  operation ;  a  measure  which 
must  visibly  clog  the  enemy,  and  directly  fortify  the  affair  of  this 
Republic." 

September  12th.  Last  Thursday  they  were  busy  at  the  Assembly 
of  this  Province  in  deliberating  on  the  Duke's  letter  to  their  High 
Mightinesses.  The  votes  of  eight  cities,  viz.,  Dort,  Haerlem,  Delft, 
Leyden,  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam,  Gorcum,  and  Schiedam,  were 
directly  against  it.  The  speeches  of  Haerlem  and  Leyden,  which 
being  written  were  read,  have  been  admired.  The  points  wherein 
the  eight  agree  are,  1st.  The  impropriety  of  the  Duke's  addressing 
himself  by  letter  (when  as  a  military  servant  he  should  have  done 
it  by  request)  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  which  are  by  no  means 
competent  judges,  when  he  should  have  applied  to  the  true  and  only 
Sovereign  here,  viz.,  to  the  Province  of  Holland.  2dly.  That  of 
any  foreigner  whatever  being  in  fact  the  only  counsel  of  the  eminent 
chief  of  this  Republic.  3dly.  That,  without  crediting  or  counte- 
nancing current  charges  of  corruption,  this  foreigner's  being  hated 
and  suspected  by  the  bulk  of  this  nation  as  not  patriotic,  produces 
the  same  effect,  and  forbids  his  having  any  management  or  influence, 
•  direct  or  indirect,  in  public  affairs.  4thly.  That  the  nobility's 
constantly  opposing  the  advices  of  the  cities  is  a  circumstance  which 
will  at  last  ruin  this  Republic.  5thly.  That  the  cities  have  the 
constitutional  right  of  remonstrating  against  whomsoever  they  think 
proper,  according  to  the  resolutions  of  1586,  1622,  and  1663,  which 
last  is  the  strongest  act  of  indemnity  for  the  purpose.  With  all  that 
they  could  not  come  to  a  resolution  ;  the  nobility,  with  the  ten  other 
cities,  pretending  their  not  having  yet  enough  considered  the  matter. 
I  think  the  Duke  will  dispute  the  ground  with  some  success  as  long 
as  he  can  preserve  his  old  influence  over  his  pupil ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  will  by  no  means  obtain  the  satisfaction  he  craves. 

I  have  been  favored  by  a  very  good  patriot  with  the  sight  of  the 
two  short  notes  of  the  French  Ambassador.      Their  contents  are, 
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that  the  King  being  satisfied  with  the  notice  given  him  of  their  being 
now  disposed  to  exert  all  their  powers  for  annoying  the  enemy,  his 
Majesty  proposes  to  them  an  occasion  for  distressing  them  greatly, 
by  their  consenting  to  a  loan  of  five  millions  of  florins,  at  four  per 
cent,  a  year,  payable  every  six  months,  which  interest,  as  well  as  the 
capital,  the  King  should  procure  to  be  paid  exactly  at  their  expira- 
tion. The  destination  of  the  money,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
has  been  added  verbally. 

There  are  two  very  strong  propositions  against  the  Duke  made  by 
the  Quarter  of  Westergo  in  Friesland,  to  which  that  of  Ostergo  and 
part  of  Sevenwolde  have  acceded.  The  first  is  inserted  already  in 
the  Leyden  Gazette ;  the  second  the  gazetteer  hesitates  as  yet  to 
insert,  because  it  is  very  violent  against  their  High  Mightinesses.  If 
he  does  not,  I  shall  translate  and  transmit  it. 

September  13th.  I  am  just  now  informed  that  this  Province  has 
consented  in  the  loan  for  France,  by  their  resolutions  of  the  7th  and 
10th  instant. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c.,  DUMAS. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  October  11th,  1781. 

Sir, 
On  the  12th  of  September  the  Baron  Lynden  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  telling  him  that,  after  he  had  so  much  complied 
with  the  wishes  of  his  Highness  as  to  withhold  for  a  considerable 
time  his  letter  from  their  High  Mightinesses,  he  had  expected  from 
the  honor  of  his  Highness  that  the  Embassy  for  Vienna  would  not  be 
disposed  of  in  behalf  of  another,  till  there  was  a  greater  necessity  for 
it  than  there  is  at  present,  and  till  his  own  motives  for  refusing  a 
post  which,  in  every  other  respect,  would  have  been  very  delightful 
to  himself,  had  been  attended  to ;  but,  seeing  himself  not  fairly 
treated  by  another's  (the  Count  of  Waffenaar  Twickels,  who, 
however,  has  not  yet  dared  to  accept  it)  being  appointed  to  it,  he 
should  be  obliged,  if  his  Highness  should  go  on  without  paying 
regard  to  the  present  letter,  to  publish  it  with  the  foregoing  ones  that 
had  passed  between  his  Highness  and  him,  together  with  what  he 
knew  from  the  late  Counts  of  Rhoon  and  Bentinck  concerning  a 
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secret  Act  by  which  his  Highness,  when  of  age,  had  promised  the 
Duke  that  he  should  ever  be  his  only  counsel. 

A  very  unfaithful  account  having  since  been  circulated  of  this 
letter,  the  Baron  makes  no  difficulty  of  showing  it  to  those  whom  he 
wishes  to  be  undeceived,  and  probably  he  will  at  last  pubhsh  it  with 
the  others.  In  the  meantime,  I  have  seen  the  original  draft.  Several 
very  violent  Dutch  pamphlets  have  been  published  within  a  few  days, 
not  only  against  the  Duke,  but  even  against  the  Stadtholder  and 
against  the  Stadtholdership  in  general,  and  the  whole  Orange  dynasty, 
the  last  of  which  is  a  masterly  performance,  but  too  large  for  me  to 
translate.  There  is  more  moderation  in  the  considerations  herewith 
enclosed ;  and  therefore  I  have  consented  without  difficulty  to  get 
them  printed,  at  the  request  of  some  very  good  people,  as  your 
Excellency  will  see  by  the  annexed  copy  of  my  letter  to  their  society 
at  Rotterdam. 

The  States  of  Holland  have  met  again  this  morning,  1  have  not 
heard  if  any  of  the  Provinces,  besides  Holland  and  Friesland,  have 
consented  to  the  loan  proposed  by  France,  in  the  manner  I  told  your 
Excellency  in  my  last.  They  are  too  much  taken  up  at  present  with 
their  domestic  quarrels. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc,  DUMAS. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Philadelphia,  November  28th,  1781. 
Sir, 

It  is  necessary  to  inform  you  that  the  correspondence  with  you 
will  in  future  be  through  the  office  of  Foreign  Affairs,  at  the  head  of 
which  Congress  have  done  me  the  honor  to  place  me,  as  will  appear 
by  the  enclosed  resolutions. 

I  have  before  me  your  interesting  letters  from  December  to  July. 
The  minute  detail  into  which  you  go,  of  the  facts  in  which  either 
your  Government  or  ours  is  concerned,  is  highly  acceptable  to 
Congress.  You  will  not,  therefore,  fail  to  continue  it,  and  from  time 
to  time  transmit,  in  addition  thereto,  such  papers  and  pamphlets  as 
serve  to  throw  light  on  the  politics  of  the  United  Provinces  or  of 
the  Northern  Powers.  Dr.  Franklin  will  defray  the  expense  to 
which  this  may  put  you.     Be  pleased  to  subscribe  for  the  Leydea 
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and  Amsterdam  Gazettes,  and  transmit  them  to  me  as  opportunity 
offers.  We  have  as  yet  received  no  account  from  Mr.  Adams  of 
the  presentation  of  his  memorial,  or  the  reception  it  met  with,  nor 
any  other  particulars  on  this  interesting  subject,  than  what  you  have 
related.  We  consider  this  as  a  proof  of  his  reliance  upon  your 
exactness  in  the  relation. 

You  have  before  this  heard  the  variety  of  agreeable  events  which 
have,  with  the  divine  blessing,  taken  place  in  America.  The  par- 
ticulars of  the  capture  of  Cornwallis  and  General  Greene's  victory 
are  sent  to  Mr.  Adams,  though  you  will  probably  have  them  earlier 
by  way  of  France.  Our  affairs  here  are  in  such  a  situation  that 
even  our  enemies  have  given  up  the  idea  of  conquest,  or  the  most 
distant  expectation  of  our  reunion  with  Great  Britain,  whose  unheard 
of  cruelties  have  excited  the  most  inveterate  hatred.  This  is,  per- 
haps, the  moment  in  which  other  nations  might,  by  a  generous  and 
decided  conduct,  take  their  place  in  our  affections ;  and  before  our 
tastes  were  so  formed  as  to  give  the  preference  to  the  fashions  or 
manufactures  of  any  one  country,  to  establish  their  commerce  with 
us  on  the  ruin  of  that  of  Britain.  I  wish,  both  for  your  sake  and 
ours,  that  the  United  Provinces  knew  how  to  avail  themselves  of 
this  invaluable  opportunity  by  entering  boldly  into  commercial  con- 
nexions with  us,  and  by  ingratiating  themselves  into  our  affections  by 
some  such  act  of  friendship  as  would  strike  the  senses  of  the  people. 
But  alas !  this  is  too  daring  for  your  Councils,  and  is  rather  to  be 
wished  than  expected. 

It  gives  me  pain  to  inform  you  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bedaulx 
is  dead.  It  will,  however,  be  some  consolation  to  his  friends  (in 
whose  sorrows  I  sympathise)  to  hear,  after  what  has  been  injuriously 
repeated  to  them,  that  his  reputation  was  untarnished,  and  that  he 
died  with  the  character  of  a  man  of  honor  and  a  soldier,  fighting  in 
the  cause  of  freedom  at  Savannah.* 

Congress  are  very  sensible  of  your  attention  to  their  interest,  and 
wish  the  situation  of  their  finances  would  admit  of  their  rewarding  it 
more  liberally  ;  but  having  retrenched  expenses  of  every  kind,  and 
reduced  the  salaries  as  low  as  the  strictest  frugality  requires,  they  do 
not  think  it  expedient  at  this  time  to  make  any  additions  to  that 
allowed  you  by  Dr.  Franklin,  which  they  will  direct  him  to  pay 

*  See  General  Bedaulx's  letter  to  M.  Dumaa  on  thia  eabject  above»  p.  329. 
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regularly.  You  will  be  pleased  in  future  to  direct  your  letters,  not 
to  the  President,  but  to  me,  as  Secretary  of  the  States  for  Foreign 
Affairs ;  and  when  you  favor  us  with  any  thing  written  in  French  or 
Dutch,  to  give  it  in  the  original  language.  This  may  save  you  some 
trouble,  and  enable  us  in  quoting  it  to  make  use  of  the  original 
expression,  which  you  know  is  often  very  necessary.  As  you  appear 
to  labor  under  a  mistake  with  respect  to  Mr.  Searle,  I  take  the 
liberty  to  inform  you  that  he  is  not  a  member  of  Congress,  his  dele- 
gation having  expired  before  he  left  America.  I  cannot  close  my 
letter  without  congratulating  you  on  the  spirit  and  gallantry  of 
Admiral  Zoutman  and  his  officers  and  men.  Had  Britain  known 
that  your  Van  Tromps  and  De  Ruyters  were  still  alive,  she  would 
have  thought  the  treasures  of  your  islands  too  dearly  purchased  by 
provoking  their  resentment. 

It  will  give  you  pleasure  to  hear  that  the  British  have  been  foiled 
in  every  quarter  of  this  country.  A  considerable  body  of  them, 
with  a  number  of  Indians,  who  crossed  the  lakes  from  Canada  upon 
a  ravaging  expedition,  with  no  nobler  view  than  that  of  burning 
farm  houses  and  scalping  women  and  children,  were  met  twice  and 
defeated,  with  considerable  loss  in  killed  and  prisoners,  by  an  infe- 
rior number  of  militia. 

Congress  are  engaged  in  preparations  for  the  most  vigorous  exer- 
tions as  soon  as  the  spring  shall  open,  from  which,  by  the  blessings 
of  Divine  Providence,  we  have  the  highest  reason  to  promise  our- 
selves success. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  Stc, 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Amsterdam,  January  7th,  1782. 

Sir, 
It  would  require  a  volume  and  several  hands  to  relate  the  events 
of  which  I  have  been  a  daily  witness,  and  not  seldom  an  active  one, 
since  my  last  despatch  of  October  11th.  Indifferent  health,  as  well 
as  prudence,  has  forbidden  me  to  write  down  and  send  a  journal  of 
them,  as  I  formerly  did.  The  rage  of  the  English  and  of  their 
faction  here  is  increased  with  their  late  disappointments ;  and  while 
things  draw  nearer  to  some  conclusion,  my  own  experience  and 
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that  of  others  has  taught  me  not  to  trust  too  much  to  any  public 
conveyance. 

I  heartily  congratulate  Congress  upon  the  glorious  event  of  the 
19th  of  October  last,  which  has  given  joy  to  our  friends  and  con- 
fusion to  our  enemies  here. 

The  loan  of  five  millions  of  guilders  to  France  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States  having  been  unanimously  agreed  to  by  their  High 
Mightinesses  has  been  subscribed  in  one  day ;  and  this  stock  is  no 
more  to  be  had  under  two  per  cent,  above  the  capital. 

To-morrow  the  States  of  Holland  will  meet  again  at  the  Hague 
to  deliberate  about  the  offered  mediation  of  Russia,  already  accepted 
by  Great  Britain,  for  a  peace^between  the  latter  and  this  Republic. 
In  spite  of  the  English  faction,  I  have  good  reason  to  foretell  that 
two  conditions,  sine  quibus  non,  will  be  insisted  on  as  preliminaries 
by  the  Republic.  1st.  All  the  rights  of  a  free  and  unlimited  navi- 
gation offered  to  this  Republic,  in  virtue  of  former  treaties  as  well  as 
of  her  being  part  of  the  armed  neutrality.  2dly.  That  this  negocia- 
tion  for  a  particular  peace  shall  not  hinder  the  Republic  in  the  mean 
time,  and  till  concluded,  from  concerting  measures  with  France  for 
carrying  on  the  war.  Without  these  clauses  expressed  in  the  reso- 
lution that  is  to  be  taken  this  or  next  week,  I  am  assured  that  none 
will  be  taken,  because  it  is  a  matter  which  requires  unanimity. 

After  having  managed  an  interview  between  Mr.  Adams  and  some 
gentlemen  at  the  Hague,  I  have  accompanied  him  hither  during  the 
vacation  time.  To-morrow  we  intend  to  go  back  to  the  Hague, 
where  we  have  agreed  with  the  said  gentlemen  and  with  the  French 
Ambassador  upon  Mr.  Adams's  addressing  their  High  Mightinesses 
for  a  categorical  answer  on  the  errand  of  his  mission. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc,  DUMAS. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  January  15th,  1782. 

Sir, 
According  to  my  last  of  the  7th  instant,  I  went  with  Mr.  Adams 
on  the  9th  to  the  President  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  to  whom  his 
Excellency  having  made  his  requisition,  I  repeated  it,  that  the  Presi- 
dent might  understand  it  exactly,  in  the  same  terms  as  are  to  be  seen 
in  the  Leyden  Gazette  here  sent,  where  I  have  got  them  inserted ; 
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and  he  promised  to  make  his  report  accordingly.  After  this,  having 
received  word  from  the  Grand  Pensionary  of  Holland,  where  we 
intended  to  go,  that  being  himself  very  sick,  he  could  receive  nobody 
but  by  the  means  of  his  Secretary,  I  alone  made  the  communication 
to  the  latter  the  same  morning.  The  day  following,  being  Thursday, 
we  were  received  by  M.  Fagel,  the  Graphiary  of  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses, who,  after  I  had  read  to  him  the  requisition,  told  us  "  that 
the  President  had  made  report  of  it  to  the  States-General,  and  that 
the  Deputies  of  all  the  Provinces  had  taken  it  ad  referendum,  to  be 
transmitted  to  their  several  Provinces ;  that  the  same  had  been  done 
respecting  the  first  report  in  May  last,  without  any  instruction  being 
hitherto  received  about  it ;  and,  therefore,  some  patience  more  was 
nefcessary  for  a  categorical  answer." 

The  reception  met  with  from  the  President  and  the  said  Ministers 
was  duly  polite.  From  them,  we  went  round  to  the  deputations  of 
the  eighteen  cities  of  this  Province,  now  assembling  here,  who 
received  us,  without  exception,  with  a  very  good-humored  cordiality, 
thanking  us  for  our  kind  communication,  of  which  they  promised 
to  make  report  to  their  cities,  and  assuring  us  that  they  wished 
earnestly  for  a  speedy  establishment  of  amity  and  good  harmony 
between  both  Republics ;  to  which  several  of  them  added,  affec- 
tionately, that  they  loved  the  Americans. 

January  llth.  This  morning,  those  of  Dort  have  loudly  com- 
plained in  the  Assembly  of  Holland,  of  the  disregard  shown  by  the 
other  Provinces,  and  even  by  part  of  this  Province,  to  the  common 
welfare,  roundly  declaring  that  they  will  not  consent  to  the  proposed 
mediation  for  a  peace  with  Great  Britain,  unless  it  should  be  agreed 
and  resolved  before,  to  concert  measures  with  France  for  carrying 
on  the  war,  without  any  truce,  till  peace  should  be  fairly  concluded. 
The  same  city,  with  that  of  Leyden,  I  am  assured,  will  soon  insist 
also,  in  the  Assembly,  upon  due  attention  being  paid  to  our  requisition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c.,  DUMAS. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  January  30th,  1782. 
Sir, 
Last  Friday,  the  cooperating  with  France  against  the  common 
enemy  would  have  been  resolved  upon,  if  the  little  city  of  Briel 
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had  not  voted  with  the  nobihty,  for  resolving,  at  the  same  time,  the 
acceptance  of  the  mediation  proposed  by  Russia  for  a  particular 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  which  the  other  refused  to  do.  Neither 
of  these  points  being  agreed  on,  they  have  adjourned  till  Tuesday, 
the  5th  of  February. 

Before  their  parting,  Dort  and  six  other  principal  cities  inserted 
their  protest  against  the  unconstitutional  manner  of  carrying  on  the 
correspondence  by  their  High  Mightinesses  with  the  Emperor,  con- 
cerning the  abolition  of  the  barrier  treaty  and  the  dismantling  of  the 
barrier  cities,  without  consulting  the  Provinces  about  it ;  threatening 
to  recall  their  Deputies  at  the  States-General.  This  unexpected 
step  has  much  frightened  and  humiliated  the  latter.  Probably  the 
next  week  will  decide,  first  of  all,  the  business  of  concerting  measures 
with  France,  and  then  that  of  the  mediation,  of  which  they  are 
determined  to  limit  the  acceptance  by  such  clauses  as  may  disap- 
point the  friends  of  Great  Britain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

-,.  The  Hague,  March  29th,  1782. 

Sir, 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  find  myself  authorized  to  begin 
an  official  correspondence  with  you,  by  congratulating  the  United 
States  on  the  acquisition  of  two  illustrious  sisters,  whose  example 
will  be  speedily  followed  by  five  others.  On  the  26th  of  February 
last,  Friesland,  and  yesterday,  Holland,  adopted  the  Provincial  reso- 
lutions to  instruct  their  Deputies  in  the  States-General  to  direct 
affairs  in  that  body  in  such  a  manner  as  to  procure  Mr.  Adams's 
admission  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  his  credentials  from  the 
United  States  to  their  High  Mightinesses.  This  is  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  your  independence,  and  opens  the  road  to  negociation.  I 
have  received  triplicates  of  your  favor,  and  shall  have  the  honor  of 
answering  more  fully  on  the  first  opportunity. 

I  hope  the  two  pamphlets  accompanying  this,  and 

which  are  very  celebrated,  rare,  and  valuable  here,  will 
reach  you  in  safety. 

I  am,  fee,  DUMAS. 

P.  S.   The  names  of  Messrs.  Gyzelaer,  Zeeberg,  Van  Berckel, 
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and  Visscher,  Pensionaries  of  the  cities  of  Dort,  Haerlem,  and 
Amsterdam,  are  worthy  of  being  remembered  with  the  highest 
esteem  by  every  true  American. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Amsterdam,  April  4th,  1782. 

Sir, 

The  29th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  a  packet  under 
cover  to  Dr.  Franklin,  at  Paris,  with  a  short  letter,  in  which  I  had 
the  satisfaction  to  commence  the  honor  of  my  official  correspondence 
with  you  in  congratulating  the  United  States  on  the  acquisition  of 
two  illustrious  sisters,  whose  example  will  be  followed  by  five  others, 
as  you  will  see  by  the  papers  annexed. 

I  congratulate  you,  sir,  and  myself  also,  on  your  elevation  to 
the  high  post  that  you  fill,  and  I  recommend  my  interests  and  my 
character  to  your  attention  before  Congress.  I  shall  communicate 
to  Dr.  Franklin  the  account  of  my  expenses  for  the  pamphlets  and 
other  charges,  which  I  have  already  begun,  and  which  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  forward  to  you  according  to  your  orders,  and  I  shall  draw 
on  him  for  the  amount.  I  purchased,  in  February  last,  for  Mr. 
Adams,  and  by  his  order,  at  a  cheap  rate,  a  hotel  at  the  Hague, 
where  we  shall  live  happily  together,  if  God  please,  the  first  of  next 
month.  This  purchase,  besides  the  economy  of  it,  has  produced, 
politically,  very  good  effects.  Only  France,  Spain,  and  now  the 
United  States,  possess  hotels  as  their  own  at  the  Hague.  All  the 
other  foreign  Ministers  occupy,  at  a  dear  rate,  hired  hotels. 

There  is  no  longer  cause  to  blame  the  slowness  of  this  nation  on 
our  affairs.  Its  inclination  for  us,  like  a  spring  pressed  by  a  strong 
hand,  is  escaping  and  declares  for  us  nobly,  by  an  accumulation  of 
addresses  of  corporations,  which  appear  from  all  parts.  I  think  that 
before  the  end  of  this  month,  Mr.  Adams  will  be  admitted  to  present 
his  letters  of  credence.  I  came  to  him  here  for  a  secret  transaction 
concerted  with  our  friends  at  the  Hague,  which  must  make  our 
triumph  over  Anglomany  complete.  On  his  part,  he  went  this 
morning  to  confer  with  the  French  Ambassador  at  the  Hague,  He 
will  return  here  on  Saturday,  where  I  shall  keep  him  company  till 
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the  end  of  next  week.     Our  sure  and  permanent  address  will  be  for 
the  future,  a  V Hotel  d'Amerique  a  la  Haie  en  Hollande. 

I  am,  sir,  he,  DUMAS. 


JOHN  ADAMS  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Amsterdam,  May  2d,  1782. 
Sir, 
Your  favor  of  the  30th  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  with 
Mr.  Nolet's  letter  and  your  answer.  What  shall  I  say  to  this  affec- 
tionate, as  well  as  polite  invitation  to  dine  at  Schiedam  ?  I  am  now, 
and  shall  be  a  long  time  exceedingly  fatigued  with  the  affair  of  the 
loan,  which  takes  up  the  greater  part  of  my  attention  and  time. 
The  treaty  of  commerce  is  also,  you  know,  under  consideration,  and 
the  merchants  of  the  American  Coffee  House  have  proposed  a 
public  dinner  here ;  but  I  have  begged  to  be  excused.  You  see  the 
difficulties,  for  which  reasons  I  earnestly  wish  that  our  kind  friends 
of  Schiedam  would  be  so  good  as  to  excuse  us ;  but  I  will  leave  the 
whole  to  you,  and  if  I  cannot  be  excused,  I  will  conform  to  the  day 
you  agree  upon.  But  there  is  another  affair,  which  not  only  per- 
plexes me  in  this  business  of  the  dinner,  but  in  many  other  matters 
of  importance.  There  is  a  serious  negociation  going  on  for  peace 
between  the  Courts  of  London  and  Versailles,  and  Dr.  Franklin,  who 
has  sent  me  the  whole,  has  invited  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Jay,  and  me 
to  Paris  to  consult  and  treat.  This  may  make  it  necessary  to  go  at 
a  short  warning. 

I  hope  you  are  in  possession  of  the  house  at  the  Hague,  and  advise 
you  to  live  in  it.     Your  answer  to  Mr.  Nolet  is  very  just. 

It  is  my  opinion,  with  submission  to  Congress,  that  it  is  the  interest 
and  duty  of  the  United  States  to  send  you  a  commission  to  be 
Secretary  of  this  Legation,  and  Charge  d^ Affaires,  with  a  salary  of 
five  hundred  pounds  sterling  a  year  during  the  time  that  there  is  a 
Minister  here ;  and  at  the  rate  of  a  thousand  a  year  when  there  is 
not;  and  you  have  my  consent  to  transmit  this  opinion  to  Congress 
by  sending  an  extract  of  this  letter,  or  otherwise,  by  as  many  ways 
as  you  please.  I  shall  write  the  same  myself.  I  wrote  as  much 
more  than  a  year  ago,  but  know  not  whether  the  letter  has  been 
received,  as  a  vast  number  of  my  letters  have  been  thrown  over- 
board, and  many  taken. 
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If  the  dinner  at  Schiedam  should  be  agreed  on,  there  will  be  no 
difficulties  in  finding  a  way  for  us  three  to  go  all  together.  All  that 
is  before  said  about  the  negociation  for  peace,  you  know  must  be 
kept  secret.  But  if  I  go  to  Paris,  I  shall  break  up  my  house  here 
entirely,  and  dismiss  all  my  servants. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  compliments  to  the  ladies,  &;c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


VERBAL  MESSAGE  OF  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS  TO  THE  CITY  OF  SCHIEDAM. 

The  following  verbal  message  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Adams  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  city  of  Schiedam,  was  given  by  M.  Dumas  on  the 
8th  of  May  1782: 

Sir, 
The  diversity  of  sentiments  which  exists  in  this  Republic  in  rela- 
tion to  the  circumstances  in  which  it  stands  to  the  United  States  of 
America  having  appeared  to  Mr.  Adams  capable  of  causing  some 
embarrassment  to  the  merchants  of  Schiedam,  if  he  accepted  their 
polite  invitation,  he  has  thought  that  he  could  not  better  prove  the 
regard  and  affection  which  he  has  for  those  gentlemen,  than  by 
declining  their  polite  request.  He  has,  therefore,  charged  me,  sir,  to 
assure  you  of  his  extreme  sensibility  for  the  honor  and  friendship 
they  have  manifested  in  his  person  to  his  Sovereign ;  and  of  his 
intention  not  only  to  make  mention  of  it  in  his  first  despatches  to 
Congress,  but  also  to  show  on  all  occasions  how  much  he  is  disposed 
to  reciprocate  this  cordial  civility  by  every  means  in  his  power. 

DUMAS. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

The  Hague,  May  10th,  1782. 
Sir, 
Since  my  last  of  the  4th  of  April,  I  have  not  had  a  moment  of 
leisure,  by  a  succession  of  agreeable  occupations,  which  have  brought 
us  rapidly  to  the  result  which  I  predicted  to  you. 

The  voice  of  the  people  has  made  itself  heard  from  all  parts. 
The  Provinces  having  successively  sent  their  resolutions  here  annexed 
to  the  Generality,  the  19th  of  April  was  the  great  day  when  the 
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unanimous  resolution  of  their  High  Mightinesses  was  adopted  to 
admit  Mr,  Adams  ;  and  on  the  20th,  in  the  morning,  he  went  to 
present  his  letters  of  credence  to  the  President  of  the  week.  On 
Monday,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  went  par  etiquette  to  the 
house  of  his  Excellency  the  French  Ambassador,  to  ask  of  him  the 
hour  when  Mr.  Adams  should  come  and  impart  to  him  officially  his 
admission,  and  in  the  meantime  we  were  to  leave  our  cards  at  the 
houses  of  all  the  members  of  the  States-General.  The  visit  to  the 
Ambassador  was  made  in  form,  and  publicly  returned  in  the  same 
way.  That  of  the  Envoy  of  Spain  not  requiring  the  same  ceremo- 
nial as  the  rank  of  the  Ambassador,  we  had  given  him  notice  on 
Sunday  evening  in  a  familiar  visit,  under  a  condition  previously 
agreed,  that  he  would  return  it  in  like  manner  the  next  day  ;  and  he 
kept  his  word.  Monday,  the  22d,  I  went  to  ask  audience  for  Mr. 
Adams  of  his  Serene  Highness  the  Stadtholder,  who  granted  it 
immediately.  We  dined  on  Tuesday,  the  23d,  with  the  French 
Ambassador,  who  had  invited  all  the  Corps  Diplomatique,  and  they 
all  attended.  Wednesday  morning  we  made  the  tour  of  the  cities 
of  Holland  at  their  hotels  with  cards.  We  left  also  cards  of  notifi- 
cation at  the  hotels  of  the  Ministers  of  foreign  neutral  Courts,  who 
probably  have  written  to  their  Courts  to  know  if  they  should  return 
the  visit.  There  has  been  no  return  of  it  but  from  the  Minister  of 
Liege.  The  same  morning  I  went  to  ask  audience  for  Mr.  Adams 
of  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Orange,  which  immediately 
took  place. 

Monday,  6th  of  May.  Mr.  Adams  was  present  at  a  breakfast 
with  M.  Boreel,  Deputy  of  the  States-General,  where  he  had  been 
invited  with  all  the  Court  and  the  Corps  Diplomatique. 

An  address  having  been  presented  on  Monday,  the  22d,  to  Mr. 
Adams,  by  six  Deputies  of  the  body  of  merchants  of  Schiedam, 
having  at  their  head  the  Secretary  of  the  city,  who  invited  him  at 
the  same  time  to  a  grand  festival  which  they  wished  to  give  him,  I 
had  the  happiness  yesterday  to  excuse  him  from  this  festival  without 
dissatisfying  these  gentlemen,  as  you  will  see  by  the  copy  of  my 
verbal  message  to  the  Secretary. 

Add  to  all  this,  sir,  the  confusion  of  our  removal  into  the  Hotel 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  which  is  not  yet  over,  and  will  not 
be  for  several  weeks,  and  you  may  well  have  some  indulgence  for 
the  imperfection  of  my  present  correspondence. 
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Sunday  last,  after  dinner,  at  the  request  of  the  French  Ambassador 
and  of  our  friends  here,  and  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Adams,  I  made 
a  journey  by  post  to  Amsterdam,  charged  with  a  secret  commission 
relating  to  a  concert  of  operations  in  this  country,  which  the 
Anglomanes  appeared  willing  to  trouble  by  some  intrigue,  and  I 
returned  the  next  day.  All  is  now  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of 
France,  and  the  Anglomanes  are  frustrated. 

Day  before  yesterday  we  were  again  at  a  familiar  and  friendly 
dinner  at  the  house  of  the  French  Ambassador,  with  whom  Mr. 
Adams  was  very  much  satisfied. 

I  give  you,  sir,  only  a  sort  of  index  very  imperfect  of  the  principal 
events  which  have  passed  here  lately.  I  leave  to  Mr.  Adams,  who 
presented  on  Monday,  the  22d  of  April,  the  sketch  of  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  to  enlarge.  I  write 
from  memory,  not  having  been  able  to  keep  a  journal,  still  less  one 
of  my  going  and  coming,  my  secret  interviews,  conferences,  and 
negociations,  which  were  necessary  to  prepare  and  bring  about  what 
has  been  done,  and  which  ought  not  yet  to  be  trusted  to  paper.  ]\o 
one  has  better  characterised  the  truly  national  revolution  which  has 
taken  place  here,  than  the  French  Ambassador,  in  saying  that  the 
Dutch  nation  had  avenged  itself,  with  the  greatest  success,  of  all  the 
political  and  other  evils  which  the  English  have  done  them  since 
Cromwell ;  and  the  Envoy  of  Spain,  who  said  to  Mr.  Adams  that 
he  had  struck  the  greatest  blow  which  had  been  given  in  Europe  for 
a  long  time. 

I  conclude  by  recommending,  sir,  to  your  attention  and  to  that  of 
Congress,  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  Mr.  Adams  wrote  me  from 
Amsterdam  the  2d  of  this  month.  I  have  not  had  a  moment  of 
leisure  to  write  the  present  despatch  sooner ;  nor  by  consequence  to 
make  a  prompt  use  of  this  letter  according  to  the  intention  of  Mr. 
Adams,  and  which,  nevertheless,  interests  the  United  States  as  much 
as  myself.  It  surprised  and  affected  me  very  agreeably,  and  it  was 
no  doubt  his  intention  so  to  surprise.  You  know,  sir,  or  you  may 
know,  by  the  papers  of  your  department  since  the  end  of  1775,  the 
intimate  part  I  have  had  in  political  affairs  without  interruption,  in 
executing  faithfully  the  orders  of  Congress,  unsolicited,  but  accepted 
on  my  part  with  an  ardor  which,  I  am  bold  to  say,  has  never 
changed,  and  which  has  drawn  upon  me  personally  all  the  enemies, 
open  and  concealed,  of  America,  and  has  cost  me  and  my  family 
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great  persecutions,  mortifications,  losses,  and  sacrifices.  I  should 
fear,  therefore,  to  weaken  the  letter,  so  energetic  and  so  honorable  to 
me,  of  Mr.  Adams,  (who  told  me  by  word  of  mouth,  a  few  days 
since,  that  he  was  surprised  Congress  had  not  before  made  such  a 
disposition  on  the  subject  of  my  affairs,)  if  I  should  add  anything 
more,  except  that  I  have  never  had  any  other  principle  in  my 
actions,  especially  in  these  six  or  seven  years  of  faithful  and  painful 
labor,  than  the  service  of  humanity,  of  the  United  States,  and  of  their 
honorable  Congress ;  and  if,  in  my  last  sigh,  I  could  add  to  this 
testimony  of  my  conscience  the  idea  of  having  retained  the  esteem 
and  friendship  of  all  your  respectable  Ministers,  both  in  Europe  and 
America,  and  especially  yours,  sir,  which  will  be  very  dear  to  me, 
and  which  I  pray  you  to  bestow  on  me,  I  shall  contentedly  close  my 
days  with  the  words  of  Horace  in  my  mouth :  Non  ultima  laus  est 
principihus  placuisse  viris. 

I  am,  with  the  most  sincere  respect,  DUMAS. 

P.  S.  May  I2th.  There  arrived  here  yesterday  a  second  propo- 
sition of  Fox  for  peace  with  this  Republic.  It  will  be  presented 
to-morrow  to  the  States-General — a  new  snare,  which  is  happily 
foreseen  and  escaped.     I  shall  speak  of  it  in  my  next. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

The  Hague,  June  1st,  1782. 

Sir, 

My  last  was  of  the  10th  of  May.  Since  that  time  I  have  been 
constantly  occupied  with  the  French  Ambassador  and  the  good 
patriots  of  this  country  in  counteracting  the  pretended  mediators  for 
a  separate  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  this  Republic ;  and  we 
have  so  far  succeeded  that  Holland  has  adopted  a  good  resolution  in 
relation  to  it,  which  is  ail  ready,  and  which  will  nearly  destroy  this 
manoeuvre  of  the  Anglomanes.  On  the  21st  and  22d  of  May  I 
made,  at  the  request  of  the  Ambassador,  a  journey  to  Dort,  where 
was  ready  a  sketch  of  a  resolution  (since  matured  and  perfected)  of 
which  I  at  the  time  made  a  translation  for  the  Ambassador.  We 
shall  see  the  effect  this  will  have. 

I  know  that  one  of  the  principal  Ministers  of  the  Republic,  on  the 
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good  will  of  whom  we  begin  to  rely  a  little  more  than  formerly,  has 
declared  that  he  has  in  his  pocket  the  full  proofs  of  the  intention  of 
the  British  Ministry  to  amuse  and  deceive  the  Republic,  which  I 
hope  to  see  soon  irrevocably  pledged  not  to  make  a  peace  except 
in  conjunction  with  the  three  other  belligerent  Powei's.  I  cannot 
explain  myself  more  at  present.  If  it  were  not  for  the  disaster  of  De 
Grasse.  in  the  West  Indies,  which  delays  our  progress  a  little,  we 
should  be  already  more  advanced. 

June  I8th.  The  abovementioned  resolution,  although  printed  on 
the  5th,  was  not  finally  decreed  by  the  States  of  Holland  till  the  12th 
instant,  with  some  changes;  after  which  they  separated,  not  to  come 
together  again  for  about  three  weeks.  In  this  interval,  the  cities 
will  have  examined  the  report  of  the  Admiralty  on  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  this  Republic  ; 
and  I  am  assured  that  this  treaty  will  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  at 
the  first  sitting.  There  will  be  a  question  also  at  that  time  on  the 
nomination  of  a  Minister  of  this  Republic  to  reside  near  Congress ; 
the  Prince  having  declared  his  willingness  to  propose  it  to  the  same 
Assembly. 

I  accompanied  Mr.  Adams  yesterday  morning  to  an  audience  with 
the  Prince  at  the  Chateau  du  Bois,  and  he  supped  there  the  same 
day  with  the  Prince,  the  Princess,  and  many  foreign  Ministers.  The 
stay  of  Grenville  at  Paris,  and  his  pretended  instructions  to  negociate 
peace,  have  all  the  air  of  being  only  a  trick  of  the  Court  of  London  ; 
and  I  think  it  will  require  one  more  campaign  to  bring  them  to  talk 
seriously  of  a  general  peace,  or  rather  to  ripen  the  revolution  or  civil 
war,  which  has  appeared  to  me  for  a  long  time  springing  up  in  their 
bosom,  and  which  will  bring  about  finally  the  catastrophe  of  this 
great  tragedy.  May  the  catastrophe  be  only  fatal  to  the  authors  of 
the  evil,  and  turn  to  the  happiness  of  the  human  race  in  general, 
and  especially  to  that  of  the  United  States. 

June  20th.  The  Ambassador  has  informed  us  that  the  combined 
fleet  departed  from  Cadiz  the  4th  instant,  and  in  great  confidence 
that  Mr.  Grenville,  who  is. at  Paris,  has  received  from  his  Court  full 
powers  more  ample  to  treat  with  all  the  belligerents.  This  is  well, 
if  his  powers  are  explicit  and  sincere.  But  to  trust  to  them  it  seems 
necessary  that  the  British  Court  should  declare  that  it  recognises  the 
United  States  for  a  belligerent  Power,  otherwise  it  will  be  a  Proteus  ; 
it  will  escape  from  us  when  we  think  to  hold  it,  and  will  pretend  to 
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do  us  a  great  favor  by  condescending  to  a  truce,  which  would  be 
more  pernicious  to  America  than  the  war.  It  would  draw  on  the 
United  States  a  host  of  evils.  It  would  leave,  in  the  opinion  of  all 
the  world,  not  excepting  your  allies  and  yourselves,  an  idea  of  the 
uncertainty  of  your  independence,  which  would  never  be  effectual, 
and  derogate,  by  consequence,  explicitly  from  the  2d,  3d,  8th,  and 
9th  articles  of  your  treaty  of  alliance  with  France,  so  justly  admired  ; 
would  degrade  your  power,  your  credit,  your  dignity ;  would  open 
the  door  to  distrust,  to  dissensions,  to  corruption  and  treachery 
among  yourselves,  to  combinations  against  you  in  Europe ;  would 
put  you  under  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  standing  army,  &:c.,  he, 
&c.  God  preserve  the  United  States  from  this  Pandora's  box  1  If 
ever  Congress  could  have  had  a  thought,  in  the  most  difficult  times, 
to  have  recourse  to  this  dangerous  palliative  of  the  evils  of  war,  the 
present  moment  should  inspire  it  with  one  very  different,  which  will 
infallibly  bring  to  terms  an  enemy  fatigued,  exhausted,  and  ruined, 
and  will  assure  to  the  United  States,  with  peace,  the  respect,  the 
regard,  and  friendship  of  all  Powers.  An  unbounded  solicitude  for 
the  safety,  the  prosperity  and  glory  of  the  United  States,  will  serve, 
I  hope,  as  an  apology  for  the  boldness  with  which  I  dare  to  expose 
here  my  sentiments  to  Congress,  of  whose  firmness  and  magnanimity, 
as  well  as  of  those  of  its  ministers,  I  have  an  idea  as  great,  in 
proportion,  as  my  opinion  of  the  intentions  of  the  enemy  and  of  its 
favorers  is  small. 

The  Academy  of  Franequer,  in  Friesland,  has  caused  to  be  exhib- 
ited, on  occasion  of  a  celebration  in  honor  of  the  connexion  between 
the  United  States  and  this  Republic,  beautiful  fireworks,  with  an 
illumination.     On  a  triumphal  arch  you  may  read  this  distich  : 

Plus  valet  una  diet?,  quee  libera  ducitur,  acta, 
Q,uam  mali  sub  domini  sascula  mille  jugo. 

There  has  been  struck  at  Leuwarde,  in  Friesland,  to  perpetuate 
the  same  event,  and  all  that  was  resolved  in  their  Provincial  Diets 
of  February  and  April  last,  a  medal  representing  a  Frieslander 
stretching  out  his  right  hand  to  an  American,  in  token  of  fraternity, 
and  rejecting  with  his  left  the  advances  made  to  him  by  an  English- 
man. We  are  invited  to  dinner  on  Sunday  by  the  French  Ambas- 
sador, who  augurs  better  than  we  do  of  Grenville's  mission.  God 
grant  that  he  may  be  right. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  DUMAS. 

Vol.  V.--23 
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TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

The  Hague,  August  IGth,  1782. 
Sir, 

At  length  the  treaty  of  commerce  has  passed,  and  was  approved 
day  before  yesterday  in  the  States  of  Holland,  and  the  States-General 
proposed  immediately  a  conference  with  Mr.  Adams,  to  put  a  final 
hand  to  it. 

August  I9th.  The  States  of  Holland  separated  on  the  17th, 
after  having  resolved  and  decreed  instructions  for  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries which  the  Republic  sends  to  treat  with  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  in 
conjunction  with  France  and  her  allies.  They  talk,  among  other 
things,  of  acting  in  all  respects  in  a  communicative  manner,  and  in 
concert  with  the  Ministers  of  the  King  of  France  and  the  other 
belligerent  Powers,  in  the  preparatory  and  preliminary  negociations, 
which  they  may  begin  with  the  Ambassador  of  Great  Britain,  to  do 
nothing  without  them,  and  to  be  assured,  above  all,  of  the  sincere 
and  unequivocal  intentions  of  the  British  King,  to  leave  for  the 
future  the  Republic  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  neutrality, 
established  in  the  Russian  declaration  of  the  28th  of  February,  1780. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c.,  DUMAS. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Philadelphia,  September  5th,  1782. 

Sir, 
It  was  not  till  within  these  few  weeks  that  I  received  your  favor 
of  the  4th  of  April  last,  together  with  the  interesting  paper  it  enclosed, 
since  which  time  we  are  informed  that  your  prediction  relative  to  the 
reception  of  Mr.  Adams  has  been  verified.  It  would  have  given  me 
great  pleasure  to  have  learned  so  important  an  event,  with  the  steps 
that  immediately  led  to  it  from  your  pen.  Your  usual  punctuality 
induces  me  to  believe  that  your  letters  have  been  unfortunate,  since 
I  cannot  ascribe  this  omission  to  neglect.  When  you  do  me  the 
honor  to  write  again,  be  pleased  to  enter  minutely  into  the  subject, 
since  every  thing  that  relates  to  it  is  not  only  important  in  itself,  but 
will  be  so  much  the  object  of  curiosity  hereafter  that  it  should  have 
a  place  among  our  archives. 
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It  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  you  and  to  us  if  you  maintained 
such  a  correspondence  with  your  sea-ports  as  would  enable  you  to 
avail  yourselves  of  every  opportunity  of  writing  to  us,  as  it  would 
give  your  letters  the  charms  of  novelty,  and  preserve  to  you  the 
character  of  attention,  and  to  us,  as  it  would  enable  us  to  confirm  or 
contradict  the  accounts  that  we  continually  receive  by  private  letters, 
or  through  the  enemy's  papers,  some  time  before  we  have  your 
relation  of  them. 

The  enemy  have  at  length  evacuated  Savannah,  and  in  all  prob- 
ability Charleston  by  this  time;  since,  on  the  7th  of  August,  they 
gave  notice  in  general  orders  for  the  Tories  to  prepare  themselves 
for  such  an  event.  Their  fleet,  consisting  of  fifteen  sail-of-the-line, 
arrived  yesterday  at  Sandy  Hook.  The  French  fleet,  under  the 
Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  had  arrived  some  time  before  at  Boston, 
where  he  unfortunately  lost  one  of  his  ships,  which  struck  upon  a 
rock,  and  sunk  in  the  harbor.  Congress,  willing  to  testify  their 
sympathy  in  this  misfortune,  have  presented  the  America,  a  ship  of 
seventy-four  guns,  to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty.  She  is  in  such  a 
State  that  she  can  in  a  short  time  be  fitted  to  join  his  fleet. 

We  wait  with  the  utmost  impatience  some  account  from  Europe 
of  the  state  of  the  negociations  for  a  general  peace. 

The  caution  of  the  enemy  in  keeping  within  their  posts  will  prob- 
ably render  this  an  inactive  campaign,  though  we  never  had  a  finer 
or  better  appointed  army  than  at  present, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &z;c., 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Phikdelphk,  September  12th,  1782. 
Sir, 
Just  after  I  had  closed  the  letter  you  will  receive  with  this,  I  was 
honored  by  your  despatches  from  the  10th  of  May  to  the  9th  of 
July,  inclusive.  You  will  easily  believe,  sir,  that  I  received  great 
pleasure  from  the  important  intelligence  they  communicate ;  and  the 
more  so  as  we  had  been  long  in  the  dark  with  respect  to  your  trans- 
actions. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  packet  which  is  to  carry  this  leaves  me  no 
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time  to  enlarge ;  but  this  will  be  the  less  necessary,  as  I  shall  write 
very  fully  to  Mr.  Adams. 

With  respect  to  your  own  affairs,  I  can  only  say  that  you  have 
my  sincerest  wishes  for  your  prosperity  and  promotion.  I  have 
already  reported  upon  the  subject,  but  what  the  issue  will  be  I 
cannot  yet  venture  to  predict.  I  know  Congress  to  be  very  sensible 
of  your  assiduity  and  attachment ;  and  if  any  thing  prevents  their 
rewarding  them  as  they  would  wish,  it  will  be  the  present  state  of 
their  finances,  which  requires  the  most  rigid  economy. 

The  change  in  the  British  Administration  will  induce,  it  is 
imagined,  a  similar  change  in  measures  here.  We  are  in  hourly 
expectation  of  hearing  of  the  evacuation  of  Charleston,  which  had 
been  formally  announced  to  the  inhabitants,  who  came  out  in  crowds 
to  demand  pardon  with  the  concurrence  of  General  Leslie.  It  is 
probably  too  late  to  countermand  that  order,  although  they  will  in 
all  likelihood  still  retain  New  York,  contrary  to  what  had  appeared 
to  have  been  their  determination  before  the  arrival  of  the  packet. 
Happily  the  continuance  of  the  war  will  be  much  less  burdensome 
to  us  now  than  at  any  former  period  ;  not  only  because  habit  has 
reconciled  us  to  it,  and  introduced  system  in  our  mode  of  conducting 
it,  which  makes  it  less  inconvenient  to  the  individual,  but  because 
I  think  I  may  say,  without  boasting,  that  there  is  not  at  this  time  a 
better  disciplined  or  a  better  disposed  army  in  the  world ;  scarce  a 
man  among  them  who  has  not  been  repeatedly  in  action.  They  are 
now,  too,  completely  clothed  and  armed,  an  advantage  they  never 
before  enjoyed.  We  are  at  present  just  in  the  situation  in  which  free 
people  should  always  wish  to  be.  Peace  will  not  come  unwelcomed, 
nor  war  unprepared  for. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc, 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

The  Hague,  September  27th,  1782. 

Sir, 
My  last  came  down  to  the  4th  of  September.     There  has  been 
an  important  resolution  of  this  day  taken  by  the  States  of  Holland, 
constituting  a  commission  of  five  Deputies,  accompanied   by  the 
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Grand  Pensionary,  to  seek  of  the  Prince  the  cause  of  the  bad  state 
of  the  maritime  forces  of  the  Republic,  and  of  their  inactivity. 

October  3d.  The  abovenamed  committee  have  been  received  by 
the  Prince  with  all  the  honors  due  to  Sovereigns,  and  have  opened 
conferences  with  him.  The  same  day,  their  High  Mightinesses  in 
secret  session,  having  deliberated  on  the  memorial  of  the  French 
Ambassador,  by  which  he  had  made  them  a  proposition  "  to  send 
ten  ships-of-war  to  Brest,  to  be  there  joined  by  the  vessels  of  the 
King,  and  to  act  with  them  against  the  common  enemy,  either  in 
Asia  or  Europe,"  have  resolved  that  the  Prince  be  requested  to 
designate  immediately  the  demanded  squadron,  viz.,  five  vessels  of 
sixty  guns,  three  of  fifty,  two  frigates,  and  a  cutter  for  this  purpose, 
to  depart  if  the  winds  will  permit  before  the  8th  of  October,  to  avoid 
the  risk  which  would  attend  them  after  that  time  of  being  intercepted 
by  an  enemy  of  superior  force. 

October  llth.  The  officer  designated  to  command  the  said  squad- 
ron arrived  here  the  4th,  while  the  wind  coming  round,  became  all 
at  once  favorable  on  the  5th  to  depart ;  and  he  reported  to  the 
Prince,  who  did  not  communicate  the  report  until  the  7th,  in  secret 
session,  that  the  squadron  was  not  in  a  state  to  go  to  Brest,  for  want 
of  provisions,  cordage,  sails,  anchors,  clothes  for  the  seamen,  and 
other  necessary  articles  ;*  on  which  the  committee  abovenamed  pre- 
sented themselves  to-day  to  the  Prince,  to  express  their  surprise  and 
ask  an  explanation.  The  Prince  professed  that  he  had  no  account 
to  render  but  for  the  past,  and  none  for  the  present  or  the  future ; 
at  least  till  a  new  resolution  of  their  Noble  and  Grand  Mightinesses. 
On  their  side,  the  committee,  conceiving,  with  reason,  "  that  the 
resolution  which  was  committed  to  them  contained  particular  instruc- 
tions to  look  into  the  points  which  it  specified,  and  particularly  a 
general  order  to  report  on  all  subjects  relating  to  the  marine,  and 
especially  the  direction  of  the  present  war,  as  much  as  should  appear 
to  them  necessary  to  dissipate  all  obscurity,"  have,  in  consequence, 
made  their  report  to  the  Assembly. 

October  I6th.  Their  Noble  and  Grand  Mightinesses  having  delib- 
erated on  the  report,  all  the  cities  were  ready  to  conform  to  it  except 


*The  12th  of  September,  the  Prince,  on  his  return  from  the  Texel,  reported 
positively  to  their  High  Mightinesses  that  all  was  there  ready,  that  the 
were  in  a  condition  for  sea  and  for  action,  and  waited  only  for  his  orders. 
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Schiedam,  la  Brille,  and  Medemblick,  which  have  taken  it  ad  refer- 
endum, the  final  resolution  being  deferred  ;  but  it  will  be  adopted  as 
reported  next  week,  at  least  by  the  majority,  which  is  sufficient  in 
this  case. 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Adams  departed  this  morning,  the  16th  of 
October,  for  Paris.  In  taking  leave  of  the  President  and  Secretary 
of  their  High  Mightinesses  the  States-General,  he  did  me  the  honor 
to  present  me  as  Charge  d'' Affaires  of  the  United  States  ;  which  is 
an  indispensable  custom.  He  had  before  advised  the  Grand  Pen- 
sionary of  it,  to  whom  I  shall  make  to-morrow  a  visit  of  politeness 
in  consequence. 

October  \Sth.  A  young  officer  (De  Witte)  convicted  of  high 
treason,  for  having  attempted  to  assist  the  enemy  in  an  invasion  of 
the  coast  of  Zealand,  was  about  to  be  tried  by  the  High  Council  of 
War,  which  is  wholly  dependent  on  the  Prince,  when  the  States  of 
Holland  solemnly  signified  to  the  Prince  that  he  ought  to  cause 
prosecution  to  be  stayed  before  this  tribunal  as  incompetent,  and 
carry  it  up  before  the  Court  of  Justice  of  Holland  and  Zealand. 
This  High  Council  of  War  is,  besides,  odious  to  the  nation,  and 
regarded  as  tyrannical  and  unconstitutional. 

I  have  not  spoken  in  this  letter  of  our  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce with  this  Republic,  signed  finally  by  both  parties  the  8th  of 
this  month,  because  Mr.  Adams  will  give  you  this  detail  better  than 
I  can.  I  shall  content  myself  with  saying  that  I  have  every  reason 
to  be  persuaded  that  he  is  satisfied  with  the  zeal  with  which  I  have 
fulfilled  the  tasks  which  he  has  required  of  me,  in  the  operations 
which  have  preceded  this  signature,  and  pray  God  that  the  United 
States  may  gather  from  it  the  most  abundant  fruits. 

October  22d.  I  am  anxious  to  see  an  answer  to  the  extract  I  sent 
to  your  Excellency,  agreeably  to  the  wish  and  permission  of  Mr. 
Adams,  of  a  certain  letter  which  he  wrote  me.  For,  so  long  as  I 
am  not  openly  recognised  and  suitably  sustained  by  Congress,  my 
precarious  condition  here  is  cruel,  in  the  midst  of  the  Anglomanes, 
who  wish  to  see  me  perish  ignobly,  and  in  the  bosom  of  a  family 
whose  complaints  and  reproaches  I  fear  more  than  death.  Mr. 
Laurens,  in  his  hasty  passage  through  this  country,  was  perfectly 
sensible  of  it.  He  knows  that  I  serve  the  United  States  constantly, 
without  respect  of  persons.  "  You  have  been  slighted,"  are  his  own 
words  J  and  when  I  testified  to  him  my  regrets  for  his  departure  from 
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Europe,  he  had  the  goodness  to  add,  that  these  regrets  were  contrary 
to  my  interest.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  commend  them  to  you,  and,  if 
Mr.  Laurens  has  returned  to  you  safely  as  I  hope,  on  the  arrival  of 
this  will  you  express  to  him  the  sentiments  of  the  most  affectionate 
respect  which  I  retain  for  him,  as  well  as  for  all  the  great  men  in 
America,  who  have  served  under  the  sublime  principles  which  have 
animated  me  as  well  as  them,  and  in  which  I,  as  well  as  they,  will 
live  and  die. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  he,  DUMAS. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

The  Hague,  November  15th,  1782. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  morning,  after  a  conference  with  his  Excellency  the 
Due  de  la  Vauguyon,  I  went  in  a  post  chaise  to  Rotterdam  and  Dort, 
in  order  to  advise  our  friends  in  these  two  cities  of  some  changes 
about  to  be  made  in  the  instructions  of  their  Ministers  Plenipo- 
tentiary at  Paris,  to  deprive  the  English  Minister  of  all  pretext 
for  conferring  with  those  of  the  other  belligerent  Powers  without 
them.  I  succeeded  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  Excellency,  arid  our 
friends  were  duly  informed  and  disposed,  when  they  received  this 
morning,  while  I  was  returning,  letters  on  this  subject  from  the  Grand 
Pensionary.  My  journey  has  gained  the  time  which  would  have 
been  lost  if  they  had,  on  reassembling  here,  taken  the  thing  ad 
referendum 

November  llth.  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  this  morning,  on 
behalf  of  the  Ambassador,  absent  at  Amsterdam,  the  news  of  the 
readmission  of  M.  Van  Berckel,  First  Pensionary  of  Amsterdam,  to 
the  Assembly  of  their  Noble  and  Grand  Mightinesses,  where  he  will 
reappear  on  the  20th,  radiant  as  the  sun,  disjectis  nubihus. 

There  has  arrived  a  circular  letter  from  Friesland,  to  take  away 
from  the  Prince  the  direction  of  affairs.  I  shall  have  it,  and  will 
add  it  to  the  gazettes. 

November  \Sth.  On  my  return  Friday  evening  I  found,  sir,  your 
favors  of  the  5th  and  12th  of  September,  to  which  I  can  only  answer 
succinctly,  that  the  present  may  not  be  delayed. 

I  have  thought  a  long  time  how  much  it  might  be  advantageous 
both  for  Congress  and  for  me,  as  you  observe,  sir,  if  I  could  enter 
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into  a  minute  and  frequent  detail  of  all  that  passes  here  within  the 
sphere  of  my  action.  But  let  Congress  remember  at  last  that  qui  vult 
fincm,  vult  media,  being  both  essential  and  subsidiary.  I  labor  all  day. 
Often  I  have  scarcely  time  left  to  note  briefly  for  myself  what  is  done 
or  said.  I  am  alone.  It  is  necessary  to  copy  the  same  despatches 
four  times,  if  one  would  hope  for  their  arrival.  I  could  have  many 
things  to  say  on  all  this.  But  to  what  good,  if  Congress  does  not 
say  it  also  ?  I  have  not  put  my  light  under  a  bushel.  I  have  made 
it  shine  constantly  before  both  worlds,  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  since  they  have  called  me  here. 

If  the  truths  I  transmit  come  more  slowly  than  the  falsehoods  of 
the  enemy  which  they  may  serve  to  contradict,  it  is  because  they 
may  forge  stories  as  they  please,  but  not  the  truth  which  arrives  when 
it  can,  and  which,  besides,  cannot  always  be  hazarded  prematurely, 
still  less  be  foretold,  especially  when  the  enemy  might  profit  by  it. 

As  to  peace,  we  know  not  here  what  has  been  done  about  it  at 
Paris.  My  opinion  is  that  two  or  three  more  campaigns  will 
be  infinitely  more  salutary  to  the  American  Confederation  than  a 
patched-up  peace,  which  shall  leave  the  enemy  possessor  of  Canada, 
Nova  Scotia,  and  Newfoundland  ;  whence  he  would  not  cease  nor 
be  slow  to  vex  you  by  all  manner  of  means,  perhaps  to  divide  you, 
which  will  be  worse.  But  let  us  wait  what  Parliament  says  at  the 
end  of  this  month.  Then  we  may  be  able  to  say  of  the  Congress  of 
Peace  what  the  poet  Rousseau,  in  his  Ode  to  Fortune,  said  of  a  hero 
becoming  a  man  again  : 

Le  masque  tombe,  George  reste, 
>  Et  le  Romaine  s'evanouit. 

And  so  much  the  better,  I  think,  for  America  and  for  this 
Republic.     I  am,  with  very  great  respect,  sir,  nrTMA^ 

P.  S.  I  thank  you,  sir,  for  the  excellent  letter  of  Mr.  Payne  to  the 
Abbe  Raynal.     If  it  is  possible,  I  shall  publish  it  in  French. 


TO  ROBKRT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

The  Hague,  December  12th,  1782. 
Sir, 

Some  days  ago  I  was  about  to  prepare  a  new  despatch,  touching 

affairs  on  the   carpet   here,  when  an  unforeseen  event  prevented 
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me.  It  is  nothing  less  than  a  conspiracy  which  might  be  termed 
CatiHnarian,  if  there  had  been  an  able  Catiline  in  it ;  but  they  only- 
had  the  intention  of  the  Roman,  without  his  sagacity. 

We  were  congratulating  ourselves  here  on  the  despatches  from 
Paris,  which  informed  the  Grand  Pensionary,  much  to  the  regret  of 
the  conspiracy,  of  the  news  of  the  signing  of  preliminaries  between 
the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  We  were 
only  surprised  at  the  oath  of  secrecy  exacted  of  the  members  of  the 
Assembly  before  communicating  to  them  the  contents  of  despatches 
so  well  suited  to  reassure  and  relieve  the  nation  of  the  fear,  which, 
to  excite  discontent,  it  had  been  industriously  endeavored  to  inspire, 
that  it  would  be  deceived  and  abandoned  by  the  other  Powers,  when 
on  the  5th  and  6th,  the  festival  of  St.  Nicholas,  famous  in  this 
country,  which  they  seemed  disposed  to  make  another  St.  Barthol- 
omew's, the  conspiracy  broke  out  and  failed.  Persons  were  sent 
about,  during  these  two  days,  with  the  Orange  cockade  in  their  hats 
.and  an  address  of  thanks  in  their  hands,  applauding  the  good  man- 
agement of  the  marine,  and  at  night  about  thirty  men,  paid  and 
intoxicated,  made  a  noisy  procession  through  the  streets  and  squares, 
to  endeavor  to  raise  the  populace,  who,  however,  would  not  sign, 
nor  join  the  seditions,  to  make  an  attack,  as  they  fooHshly  expected, 
on  every  person  obnoxious  to  them.  Saturday,  7th,  they  endeav- 
ored, in  order  to  renew  the  scene  the  following  Monday,  to  gain  the 
peat  carriers,  who  answered,  that  the  troubles  of  1748  had  taught 
them  to  be  more  wise  for  the  future.  The  evening  of  the  same 
Saturday  they  hinted  secretly  to  the  Pensionaries  of  Dort  and 
Amsterdam  (remaining  in  the  city)  that  they  must  not  depart  on 
their  peril.  But  they,  disregarding  the  danger,  immediately  went  to 
require  the  Grand  Pensionary  to  convoke  an  extraordinary  Assembly 
on  Monday.  He  obeyed  in  spite  of  himself,  and  despatched  couriers 
during  that  night. 

On  Monday  morning,  the  9th,  the  Assembly  adopted  by  the  large 
majority  of  sixteen  against  two  cities,  (la  Brille  and  Enkhuisen,) 
and  to  the  confusion  of  the  nobles  and  the  Stadtholder,  who  were 
present,  a  resolution  (a  true  quousquc  tandem)  in  which  the  Court 
and  the  officers  of  justice,  municipal  and  provincial,  are  strongly 
censured  for  having  looked  on  without  interfering,  and  in  which  the 
Provincial  Court  of  Justice  is  ordered  to  prosecute  the  affair  crim- 
inally ;  and  the  Counsellor  Deputies  to  provide  that,  for  the  future, 
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like  disorders  shall  not  be  committed.  The  same  day  the  Provincial 
Court  of  Justice  assembled  in  consequence,  and  named  two  commis- 
sioners of  its  own  body,  and  another  fiscal,  not  suspected,  to  attend 
to  the  examination  of  the  conspiracy.  The  Counsellor  Deputies 
have  likewise  named  a  commission  to  effect  what  is  enjoined  on 
them.  From  these  two  commissions  are  excluded  the  old  Provincial 
Fiscal  of  Justice,  who  has,  besides,  a  quasi  gout,  and  the  Grand 
Bailiff  of  the  Hague,  who,  on  the  part  of  the  Nobles,  is  of  the 
Council  of  Deputies,  and  who  prudently  declined  before  rejection, 
for  both  are  under  censure  by  the  resolution. 

The  Court,  alarmed  at  the  consequences  which  they  feared  from 
all  this,  engaged  M.  Thulemeyer,  Envoy  of  Prussia,  to  act  for  them, 
who,  in  continuation  of  a  certain  measure,  which  he  took  about  two 
months  ago  by  order  of  his  Court,  has  been  this  morning  to  the 
Deputies  of  Dort,  Haerlem,  Amsterdam,  and  Rotterdam,  to  tell 
them  "that  his  Majesty  has  learned  with  displeasure  the  dissensions 
which  have  place  in  the  Republic,  that,  without  wishing  to  meddle- 
in  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  Republic,*  the  interest  that  his 
Majesty  takes,  equally,  in  the  welfare  of  their  High  Mightinesses 
and  of  the  Prince,  his  kinsman,  does  not  permit  him  to  look  with 
indifference  on  any  diminution  of  the  rights  of  the  Stadtholder; 
and  that  he  would  guaranty  that  this  Prince  should  not  abuse  his 
prerogatives ;  and  he  hoped  by  this  step  that  harmony  would  be. 
reestablished."  Amsterdam  has  answered,  "  That  they  were  sur- 
prised to  find  the  King  so  misinformed  ;  that,  for  themselves,  they 
did  not  know  that  they  had  ever  diminished  the  rights  of  the  Stadt- 
holder, and  that  the  Stadtholder  himself  had  never  complained  of  it 
to  the  States ;  that  this  would  no  doubt  have  been  done,  if  the  fact 
had  been  true ;  that,  as  for  the  rest,  they  would  write  to  their  city 
what  the  Envoy  had  said  to  them,  that  it  might,  if  it  should  judge 
proper,  write  directly  to  the  King,  to  inform  him  better,  and  put  his 
Majesty,  also,  in  a  way  to  know  those  who  had  thus  imposed  on 
him." 

This  answer  evidently  confounded  the  Envoy.  The  other  cities 
have  answered  the  same  in  substance. 


*  The  expression  in  italics  was  added  by  the  Envoy  in  his  address  to  the  gentle- 
men of  Amsterdam  and  Rotterdam,  because  those  of  Dort  asked  him  if  the  King 
pretended  to  meddle  in  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  Republic  ?  Haerlem  was  not 
able  to  receive  him. 
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December  ISth.  The  committee  charged  with  arrangements  for 
sending  a  Minister  of  the  Republic  to  the  United  States,  made  its 
report  yesterday  to  the  Assembly  of  the  States  of  Holland,  the 
members  of  which  took  it  ad  referendum.  This  Minister  is  to  have 
twenty  thousand  florins  per  annum,  and  ten  thousand  for  his  outfit. 

This  morning,  the  committee  of  five  has  returned  again  to  the 
Prince. 

The  resolution  of  Zealand,  that  the  prisoner  VVitte  should  be 
delivered  to  the  Provincial  Court,  is  received,  and  the  Prince  will 
yield. 

The  deliberation  on  the  circular  letter  of  Friesland,  interrupted 
by  the  disturbance,  which,  in  history,  may  be  denominated  the 
Cockade  Conspiracy,  to  distinguish  it  from  that  of  the  Gunpowder 
Plot,  will  be  resumed  next  week. 

I  am,  sir,  &tc.,  DUMAS. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

The  Hague,  December  17th,  1782. 
Sir, 

This  morning  the  Minister  of  Prussia,  M.  Thulemeyer,  has  again 
visited  the  Deputies  of  the  eighteen  cities  of  Holland,  to  inform 
them  of  a  memorial  which  he  has  presented  to  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses against  a  certain  libel,  in  which,  among  other  calumnies,  is 
an  insinuation  that  the  Princess  attempted  to  imitate  the  conduct  of 
a  certain  Empress  in  relation  to  her  husband. 

It  has  been  replied  to  him,  "  that  their  Noble  and  Grand  Mighti- 
nesses, as  well  as  their  High  Mightinesses,  had  long  since  done 
every  thing  in  their  power  against  libels  by  severe  placards  ;  that 
the  further  measures  which  seemed  to  be  expected  of  them,  and 
which,  perhaps,  were  suitable  enough  in  arbitrary  Governments, 
could  not  be  adopted  in  this  Republic,  of  which  the  liberty  of  the 
press  is  the  palladium ;  that  it  is  like  every  other  good  thing,  the 
use  of  which  is  free  to  all,  and  the  abuse  subject  to  the  animad- 
version of  the  bailiffs  and  fiscals ;  that  the  Minister  knows  how 
lately  their  Noble  and  Grand  Mightinesses  have  had  reason  to 
complain  of  the  negligence  of  those  officers  of  justice ;  that  the 
Princess,  the  Prince,  and  the  whole  House  of  Orange,  more  nearly 
connected  with  them  than  with  the  King,  his  master,  did  not  need 
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any  foreign  commendation  to  make  themselves  beloved  and  respected 
by  the  nation,  and  protected  by  the  Sovereign,"  &c. 

December  2lst.  The  three  ostensible  exciters  of  the  Cockade 
Conspiracy,  protected  by  an  invisible  hand,  have  escaped  from 
justice,  and  fled  to  Cranenberg,  a  village  in  the  Duchy  of  Cleves. 
The  Court  having  sent  its  officers  to  arrest  them  at  the  peril  of  the 
complainants,  the  Regency  of  Cleves,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations, 
has  refused  to  allow  the  arrest.  This  morning  the  States  held  an 
extraordinary  session  to  deliberate  on  the  subject,  and  notv/ithstand- 
ing  the  opposition  of  the  Nobles,  adopted  a  resolution  requiring  the 
court  of  justice  to  make  a  solemn  demand  of  the  fugitives  at  Cleves, 
in  the  name  of  the  Sovereign  ;  on  Friday  next,  a  letter  will  be 
addressed  on  this  subject  directly  to  the  King  of  Prussia  and  Duke 
of  Cleves. 

The  Grand  Bailiff  of  Utrecht  (Count  d'Athlone)  has  lost,  with 
costs  of  suit,  his  case  against  the  editor  of  a  weekly  newspaper,  (de 
Post  van  den  Neder-Rhein)  which  for  about  two  years  has  produced 
a  wonderful  impression  on  the  nation.  This  is  a  brilliant  victory  of 
the  patriots  over  their  enemies.  Some  of  the  expressions  which 
have  given  offence  were  la  brouette  va  de  travers,  qiC  il-y-a  une 
main  invisible  qui  gate  tout,  ^c. 

In  Friesland,  the  majority  of  the  eleven  cities,  which  form  the 
fourth  "larter  of  the  sovereignty,  have  annulled  the  influence  of  the 
Court  ou  the  appointment  of  their  circuits.  Thus  tlie  resolution  of 
the  Province,  so  disagreeable  to  the  Court,  will  be  unanimous. 

December  24^A.  I  have  just  been  confidentially  informed,  on 
condition  of  my  writing  an  account  of  the  fact  to  my  friends  at  Dort 
and  Amsterdam,  that  this  morning  the  Prince  went  to  declare  to 
their  High  Mightinesses  that,  on  the  resolution  of  Zealand,  taken  on 
the  report  of  the  court  of  justice,  although  there  was  much  to  be  said 
relative  to  that  report,  he  was  ready,  under  leave  of  their  High 
Mightinesses,  to  transfer  the  prisoner  Witte  from  the  hands  of  the 
High  Council  of  War  to  those  of  the  court  of  justice.  On  which 
the  Grand  Pensionary  first  protested  with  a  loud  voice,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  wait  till  Friday  for  the  resolution  of  the  Sovereign 
thereon  ;  and  then,  in  a  low  voice,  he  intimated  to  the  President  that 
it  might  be  done  by  a  majority.  The  prisoner  will,  therefore,  be 
transferred  to-night. 

On  Wednesday  last,  a  courier  despatched  from  hence  to  anticipate 
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the  demand  of  the  court  of  justice,  arrived  at  Cleves  the  same  night, 
caused  the  gates  to  be  opened,  the  three  conspirators,  who  were  abed, 
to  be  called,  conducted  them  hastily  out  by  the  other  gate,  and  after 
going  some  distance  on  foot,  stowed  them  away  in  a  carriage,  which, 
according  to  appearances,  carried  them  to  Hanover. 

December  26th.  The  accompanying  note  I  sent  to  M.  Van  der 
Hoop,  Fiscal  of  the  Admiralty  of  Amsterdam,  in  consequence  of  the 
request  presented  at  Amsterdam  by  the  agents  of  an  American  letter 
of  marque.  My  demand  of  a  passport  for  these  people,  to  protect 
them  from  being  made  prisoners  when  ashore,  has  been  granted.  I 
congratulate  myself  that  my  first  public  measure  has  been,  like  all 
my  other  measures,  secundum  libertatem.  It  has  been  suggested  to 
me  to  make  another  against  a  certain  libel,  "  The  Magic  Lantern,^' 
in  which  America  and  her  worthy  Plenipotentiary  here  have  been 
roughly  handled.  I  replied  that  I  would  do  nothing  which  could 
afford  any  pretext  for  violating  the  liberty  of  the  press,  of  which  the 
present  instance  of  abuse  deserved  only  contempt. 

I  am,  &c.,  DUMAS. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

(-,.  The  Hague,  January  11th,  1783. 

This  morning  their  Noble  and  Grand  Mightinesses  ad' ^.ced  a 
resolution  conformable  to  the  report  hereto  annexed,  relative  to  the 
mission  of  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States,  with 
instructions  to  their  Deputies  of  the  Province  in  the  States-General, 
to  press  the  conclusion  of  this  matter  by  the  States.  This  evening, 
between  ten  and  twelve  o'clock,  one  of  the  gentlemen,  coming  to 
take  leave  of  me  until  Tuesday  week,  concerted  with  me  the  meas- 
ures it  would  be  proper  to  take  during  his  absence,  to  make  the 
choice  fall,  if  the  plan  succeeds,  on  a  person  who  will  be  as  agree- 
able to  the  United  States  as  he  is  esteemed  by  the  patriots  of  this 
country.  I  shall  give  information  of  it,  by  letter,  next  Tuesday  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Yesterday  arrived  some  despatches  from  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
the  Republic  at  Paris,  with  the  reply  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  to 
the  preliminaries  which  had  been  proposed.  This  reply  is  not 
satisfactory. 

I  am,  sir,  Uc,  DUMAS. 
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TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

The  Hague,  January  20th,  1783. 
Sir, 

This  morning  M.  Thulemeyer,  Envoy  of  Prussia,  presented  the 
memorial  hereto  annexed  to  their  High  Mightinesses.  I  shall  say- 
nothing  about  it,  because  I  should  have  too  much  to  say,  and 
because  it  is  better  to  see  what  they  will  say  whom  it  con- 
cerns. 

To-morrow  the  Chamberlain,  Baron  de  Heide,  will  set  out  for 
Paris,  sent  by  the  Prince,  to  give  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  a  good 
opinion  of  his  patriotism,  his  measures,  and  his  disposition. 

The  cities  of  Guelderland  and  Overyssel  continue,  after  the 
example  of  those  of  Friesland,  to  raise  their  heads  one  after  another. 

February  22d.  I  have  yet  to  give  you  an  account  of  a  secret 
and  important  negociation  and  correspondence  between  the  gentle- 
men here  and  our  Ministers  at  Paris,  which  has  been  carried  on  by 
my  intervention  for  more  than  a  month.  But,  besides  that,  it  will 
take  much  time  to  copy  all  these  letters,  the  subject  will  not  allow 
me  to  risk  the  copies  at  sea  until  the  vessels  can  navigate  with  more 
safety.  The  article  relating  to  the  liberty  of  the  sea  is  the  subject 
of  discussion  ;  this  matter  they  wish  to  see  definitively  arranged 
previously  to  the  general  peace,  and  with  good  reason. 

I  congratulate  the  United  States  on  the  signature  of  the  prelim- 
inaries between  the  United  States,  France,  and  Spain  on  one  side, 
and  England  on  the  other.  God  grant  that  the  peace  may  follow 
soon,  and  a  permanent  peace  ;  which  cannot  be  without  solidly  estab- 
lishing the  principles  of  the  armed  neutrality  between  these  Powers 
and  the  Republic. 

I  am,  he,  DUMAS. 

P.  S.  Next  Friday  this  Province  will  propose  the  Baron  de 
Dedem,  Lord  of  Peckendam,  &c.,  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
Republic  near  the  United  States.  The  other  party  is  canvassing 
warmly,  but  secretly,  against  him.  All  appearances,  however,  are 
in  favor  of  this  good  patriot,  and  I  recommend  him  beforehand  as 
such  to  your  Excellency.  He  is  cousin-german  of  M.  de  Capelle 
du  Pol,  formerly  a  correspondent  of  your  uncle,  the  Governor  of 
the  Jerseys. 
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MEMORIAL  OF  THE  PRUSSIAN  AMBASSADOR. 

January  20th,  1783. 
High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

The  King  had  flattered  himself  that  the  amicable  representations 
and  intimations  which  the  undersigned  has  made,  by  the  express 
order  of  his  Majesty,  to  several  distinguished  members  of  the  States- 
General  of  the  United  Provinces,  on  the  subject  of  the  present 
unhappy  excitement  which  manifests  itself  at  present  in  Holland, 
would  produce  the  desired  effect,  conformably  to  the  positive  assur- 
ances he  had  received  on  this  point.  But  his  Majesty  has  learned 
with  as  much  displeasure  as  surprise,  that  these  domestic  troubles, 
instead  of  being  quieted,  are  constantly  increasing,  and  that  it  is 
even  meditated  to  deprive  the  Prince  Stadtholder  of  the  command 
of  the  army  and  navy,  and  thus  to  strip  him  of  his  chief  prerogatives 
of  hereditary  Captain-General  and  High  Admiral.  The  King 
cannot  believe  that  this  is  the  general  sentiment  and  desire  of  the 
nation,  and  of  the  rulers  of  the  State.  His  Majesty,  on  the  con- 
trary, is  persuaded  that  it  is  only  the  private  wish  of  a  few  individuals 
who  are  inimical  to  the  Most  Serene  House  of  Nassau,  from  personal 
hatred  or  private  views,  without  regard  to  the  true  welfare  and 
common  interest  of  the  State. 

Every  good  Dutchman  will  remember  with  gratitude  that  the 
foundations  of  his  present  liberty  and  prosperity  were  laid  by  the 
Princes  of  the  illustrious  House  of  Orange-Nassau,  and  acquired  in 
part  at  the  price  of  their  blood ;  that  this  House  has  formed  and 
established  on  a  firm  basis  the  present  constitution  of  the  Republic, 
and  after  extraordinary  vicissitudes  and  revolutions,  in  some  respects 
resembling  the  present  crisis,  has  rescued  the  Republic  from  the 
perils  which  threatened  it,  and  reestablished  it  in  its  former  lustre. 
It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  welfare  and  safety  of  the  Republic 
depend  on  the  preservation  of  that  form  of  government  which  has 
so  happily  subsisted  for  two  centuries,  and  of  the  Stadtholderate, 
which  is  inseparable  from  it.  Every  true  Dutch  patriot  must  feel 
persuaded  of  the  truth  of  this.  All  the  neighboring  Powers  appear 
equally  convinced  of  it,  and  are  able  to  see  that  dissensions,  not  less 
dangerous  than  inexcusable,  the  consequences  of  which  inay  prove 
not  less  ruinous  to  this  Republic  than  they  have  been  to  other  States 
under   similar    circumstances,   subsist    and   constantly   increase   in 


368  CHARLES  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

violence  in  the  bosom  of  the  United  Provinces.  These  Powers  are 
all  equally  interested  in  the  maintenance  of  the  Dutch  Republic. 
The  King  is  more  particularly  so,  both  from  his  consanguinity  to  the 
Most  Serene  House  of  Orange,  and  from  his  being  the  nearest' 
neighbor,  and  the  constant  and  sincere  friend  of  the  Republic.  His 
Majesty  is  persuaded  he  knows  it  from  the  most  positive  assurances, 
that  the  Prince  Stadtholder  has  the  purest  and  most  salutary  views 
of  the  good  of  the  Republic,  and  the  support  of  the  present  consti- 
tution ;  that  if  evil-disposed  persons  attribute  to  him  any  other 
intentions,  it  is  an  insinuation  as  destitute  of  all  probability  as  it  is 
injurious  to  his  character  and  his  enlightened  policy  ;  that  the  Prince 
will  follow  and  execute  undeviatingly  the  principles  adopted  and 
established  by  the  sovereign  power  of  the  United  Provinces,  and 
will  for  the  future  remove  even  a  suspicion  of  the  contrary. 

The  undersigned.  Envoy  Extraordinary,  has  the  honor  to  submit 
all  these  important  considerations  to  their  High  Mightinesses  the 
States-General  of  the  United  Provinces.  He  is  directed  by  the 
most  precise  orders  of  the  King,  to  recommend  them  to  their  most 
serious  reflections,  and  to  urge  their  High  Mightinesses  to  reject  and 
repel  all  propositions  and  opinions  calculated  to  diminish  the  lawful 
prerogatives  of  the  Stadtholderate,  and  change  the  form  of  their 
government,  so  long  established  and  so  happily  preserved  ;  but  on 
the  other  hand,  to  take  effectual  measures  to  quiet  the  internal 
troubles,  to  check  the  attempts  of  the  factious,  to  put  a  stop  to  their 
calumnies,  and  to  restore  not  only  the  harmony  of  the  State,  but 
also  the  authority  and  the  respectability  of  the  Prince  Stadtholder, 
and  of  all  engaged  in  the  government  of  the  Republic. 

His  Majesty  flatters  himself  that  their  High  Mightinesses  will 
receive  his  representations  as  the  counsel  and  exhortations  of  a 
neighbor  who  is  their  true  and  sincere  friend,  who  is  not  indifferent 
to  the  fate  of  the  Republic,  but  who  will  always  feel  the  liveliest 
and  warmest  interest  in  the  preservation  of  its  constitution. 

THULEMEYER. 


TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

The  Ha^ue,  January  24th,  1783. 

Sir, 

The  sudden  and  unexpected  manner  in  which  we  have  received 
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the  news  of  the  signing  of  the  prehminaries  by  all  the  belligerent 
Powers,  except  that  in  which  we  are  most  interested  here,  filled  our 
friends  at  first  with  apprehensions  ;  but  after  having  recovered  from 
their  first  surprise,  M.  Van  Berckel,  at  the  suggestion  and  on  the 
request  of  the  Grand  Pensionary,  in  a  secret  conference,  proposed 
the  most  dignified  and  sure  method  of  obtaining  the  object  desired 
and  desirable  to  all.  The  Grand  Pensionary  adopted  it  with  eager- 
ness, and  it  was  that  M.  Van  Berckel  should  request  me  to  consult 
you  as  early  as  possible  on  this  method.     It  is  as  follows: 

"To  accelerate  th?  negociation  of  a  general  peace,  and  to  prevent 
ulterior  discussions  between  their  High  Mightinesses  and  Great 
Britain  on  the  question  of  free  and  unlimited  navigation.  Mr.  Adams 
is  requested  to  declare  whether  he  is  authorised  by  Congress  to 
accede  to  the  armed  neutrality  already  concluded  between  certain 
Powers  of  Europe,  or  to  enter  into  a  similar  negociation  with 
France,  Spain,  and  the  United  Provinces. 

"  In  either  case  their  High  Mightinesses  would  make  the  same 
proposition  to  France  and  Spain,  in  order  to  prevent  discussions  on 
the  subject  of  the  liberty  of  the  seas,  which  may  retard  the  general 
peace,  and  assist  the  Republic  in  concluding  a  peace  on  her  part 
with  Great  Britain,  which  may  otherwise  be  delayed  by  difficulties 
arising  from  particular  stipulations  or  arrangements  to  be  made  with 
England  on  this  subject. 

"  The  definitive  treaty  between  England  and  the  Republic  might 
then  be  concluded,  with  a  reserve  of  the  natural  right  of  all  nations, 
who  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  this  right,  unless  they  should  modify  it 
by  particular  treaties  on  the  subject  of  contrabands,  recognized  as 
such  by  the  contracting  parties. 

"Mr.  Adams  is  requested  to  communicate  his  ideas  on  this 
subject  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  to  add  his  views  on  the  means 
of  furthering  such  a  negociation,  and  hastening  the  conclusion  of  the 
general  peace  ;  since  it  appears  that  the  Republic  could  meanwhile 
accede  to  the  armistice,  which  must  result  from  the  signing  of  the 
preliminaries  of  peace  by  the  other  belligerent  Powers,  and  treat  with 
Eno-land  on  all  the  points  in  dispute." 

It  is  for  you  to  decide  if  you  will  confer  ministerially  with  M. 
Brantzen  on  this  matter. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  present  to  you  the  compliments  of  M. 
Vol.  v.— 24 
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Van  Berckel,  with  the  warmest  expression  of  his  esteem ;  he  has 
just  left  me  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of  writing  the  above. 

I  am,  he,  DUMAS  * 

TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

The  Hague,  January  28th,  1783. 
Sir, 
You  have  probably  received  to-day  my  letter  of  the  24th,  sent  by 
a  courier  of  the  French  Ambassador.  It  is  of  tlie  utmost  importance 
to  those  on  behalf  of  whom  I  wrote  it,  and  they  wait  with  anxiety 
for  your  answer,  because  the  effect  they  expect  it  to  produce,  is  in 
their  opinion  alone  able  to  repair  the  immense  and  unpardonable 
fault  (I  use  their  words)  which  has  been  committed  in  abandoning, 
sacrificing,  and  deluding  them.  This  is  their  own  language  even  to 
the  Ambassador,  who  wishes  them  to  enter  upon  this  negociation 
directly  with  the  French  Minister,  and  in  that  case  promises  them 
complete  success ;  this  they  flatly  refuse.  He  said  to  me  and  to 
tkem  too,  that  he  thought  you  would  make  no  difficulty  in  taking  it 
upon  yourself,  but  that  your  colleagues  would  probably  oppose  it. 
They  replied  that  not  seeing  any  reason  why  any  opposition  should 
be  made  to  the  joint  adoption  of  the  measure  by  the  three  bellig- 
erents, rather  than  leave  it  to  the  caprice  of  the  Minister  of  a  single 
Power,  they  should  consider  any  such  opposition  as  owing  to  the 
influence  of  such  Minister ;  that  then  it  would  be  useless  to  apply 
any  longer  to  them  for  any  negociations  whatever,  and  in  that  case 
his  Excellency  must  in  future  be  contented  to  apply  to  their  High 
Mightinesses,  without  requiring  them  and  their  cities  to  expose  them- 
selves farther  to  contempt  and  danger. 

I  have  thought  it  my  duty  in  so  important  an  affair  to  inform  you 
fully  of  all  the  circumstances.  I  will  add  that  the  nation  is  indignant 
at  the  last  act  of  the  French  Minister,  and  that  he  will  lose  their 
confidence  entirely,  if  he  intrigues  against  that  n^easure  which  they 
propose  with  an  entire  reliance  on  your  candor  and  your  good  inten- 
tions. 

Yesterday  I  read  to  the  Grand  Pensionary  in  extenso  the  copy  of 


'See  Mr.  Adams's  reply  to  this  letter,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  10. 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  37 1 

the  preliminaries  between  America  and  Great  Britain  with  which 
you  have  favored  me.  I  then  read  it  to  other  friends,  but  no  one. 
shall  have  a  copy  until  you  grant  permission. 

M.  de  Gyzelaer,  whom  I  have  seen  this  morning,  and  Messrs. 
Van  Berckel  and  Visscher,  with  whom  I  supped  last  evening,  have 
directed  me  to  give  their  most  respectful  compliments  to  your  Excel- 
lency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS. 


TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

The  Hague,  January  30th,  1783. 

Sir, 
The  letters  I  had  the  honor  to  write  you  on  the  24th  and  28th 
instant,  are  the  most  faithful  picture  of  the  sentiments  of  our  Repub- 
licans. I  have  added  nothing  of  my  own  ;  on  the  contrary  I  have 
softened  the  matter  as  much  as  possible.  If  the  affair  cannot  be 
arranged  as  I  have  proposed,  the  credit  of  France  here  is  gone 
forever.  I  send  you  copies  of  letters  relative  to  this  subject,  as  I 
promised.  France  and  our  Republicans  have  been  from  that  time 
the  object  of  the  bitterest  sarcasms  and  raillery  of  the  evil-disposed  ; 
and  our  Republicans,  without  losing  their  courage  in  opposition  to 
their  domestic  adversaries,  are  indignant,  and  have  no  longer  any 
confidence  in  what  is  said  to  them  by  the  French  Ministry  to  color 
what  is  past,  or  to  engage  them  to  adopt  further  measures.  They 
pity  the  Due  de  la  Vauguyon  personally,  and  say  that  he  is  sacri- 
ficed, and  that  he  is  deprived  of  all  the  fruits  of  his  wise  measures, 
indefatigable  industry,  and  splendid  success  here,  by  a  stroke  of  the 
pen.  They  declare  besides  that  they  will  not  be  ruled,  influenced,  or 
kept  in  leading-strings  by  France  nor  by  England,  and  that  whatever 
may  be  proposed  by  France,  they  will  not  carry  it  to  their  cities  with- 
out sufficient  guarantees  in  their  pockets.  If  you  carry  the  measure 
I  have  proposed,  it  will  be,  in  my  opinion,  an  important  political 
stroke  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  United  States,  because  it  will 
establish  their  credit,  dignity,  and  glory  here  forever.  Your  judg- 
ment and  profound  penetration  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter 
into  long  reasonings  on  this  subject.  It  is  enough  that  this  measure 
will  be  equally  advantageous  to  all,  since  all  will  participate  in  it, 
and  will  guaranty  it  to  each  other. 
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The  Count  de  Llano  requested  me  this  morning  to  communicate 
to  him  the  preliminaries  of  which  the  Due  de  la  Vauguyon  told  him 
I  had  a  copy.  He  was  satisfied  with  my  reasons  for  declining  to 
give  him  a  copy,  and  with  the  verbal  account  I  gave  him  of  their 
substance.     I  have  done  the  same  favor  to  M.  Asp. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &tc,,  DUMAS. 


TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

The  Hague,  February  4lh,  1783. 

Sir, 

your  favor  of  the  29th  has  fully  satisfied  the  gentlemen ;  and  the 
Pensionary,  M.  Van  Berckel,  in  the  name  of  all,  has  directed  me  to 
thank  you,  and  to  assure  you  that  it  is  precisely  what  they  wanted, 
and  what  they  hoped  would  be  done  by  you  and  your  colleagues ; 
and  that  you  may  rely  entirely  on  them,  as  they  rely  perfectly  on 
you,  in  subsequent  proceedings.  I  have  also  communicated  it  to  the 
Grand  Pensionary,  who  appeared  to  think  with  them,  and  I  have 
been  assured  from  good  authority  that  he  has  no  less  reason  than 
France  to  desire  that  the  English  party  should  no  longer  prevail  here. 
I  have  the  respects  of  all  to  present  to  you  ;  I  am  delighted  to  find 
them  so  easy  to  be  satisfied  ;  for  it  appears  to  me  that  they  ask 
nothing  more  than  the  mutual  guarantee,  which  is  provided  for  in 
the  treaties  of  America  with  this  Republic  and  with  France.  They 
are  determined  not  to  sign  until  the  article  relating  to  navigation  shall 
be  in  the  terms  proposed,  and  not  to  cede  Negapatnam  ;  and  they 
fear  that  if  France  does  not  find  some  remedy  for  this  difficulty,  she 
will  again  lose  the  confidence  and  favor  of  this  nation,  which  are  of 
more  importance  to  her  than  Tobago. 

The  Count  de  Vergennes,  to  excuse  the  precipitancy  in  signing 
the  treaty,  has  said  to  the  Ministers  of  the  Republic  at  Paris  that, 
on  one  side  America,  who  declared  herself  exhausted,  feared  an 
insurrection  if  the  taxes  were  increased,  demanded  through  Dr. 
Franklin  twenty  millions  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  if  there  were 
one,  and  wished  to  enjoy  peace  and  her  treaty  rather  than  to  risk 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  which  might  prevent  the  execution  of  it; 
and  on  the  other  Spain,  who,  equally  exhausted,  demanded  this 
conclusion  absolutely,  had  compelled  France  to  sign  so  precipitately; 
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but  this  does  not  affect  the  intention  of  his  Majesty  not  to  conclude 
unless  their  High  Mightinesses  are  included  in  the  general  peace, 
and  are  satisfied.  God  grant  it  may  be  so!  It  appears  that  the 
Ambassador  and  the  Grand  Pensionary  have  received,  each  by  his 
own  courier,  the  same  assurances.  The  latter,  however,  has  not  yet 
imparted  his  despatches  to  our  other  friends.  I  have  taken  care  to 
treat  the  nation  with  the  Boston  proclamation  in  the  papers  of  the 
day. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS. 


TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

The  Hague,  February  18th,  1783. 
Sir, 
Our  friends  are  well  satisfied  with  the  repeated  declarations  I 
have  made  them  from  you  and  your  colleagues.  They  will  act  in 
consequence,  in  regard  to  the  Court  of  France,  including  that  of 
Spain,  and  above  all  to  your  Excellencies.  They  appear  convinced 
that  the  measure  can  and  ought  to  succeed.  At  all  events  they 
direct  me  to  propose  the  following  question,  to  obtain  an  answer 
thereto,  llivorable  if  possible,  which  will  assure  and  tranquillize 
them : 

"  If  their  High  Mightinesses  should  propose  to  France  to  sign  a 
convention  founded  on  the  principles  of  the  armed  neutrality,  for  the 
preservation  of  the  freedom  of  navigation,  conjointly  with  Spain,  the 
United  States,  and  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries,  in 
case  France  and  Spain  should  appear  disposed  to  postpone  such  a 
convention,  or  should  decline  entering  into  it  before  the  signing  or 
concluding  of  the  definitive  treaty,  would  Mr.  Dana,  and,  during  his 
absence,  Mr.  Adams,  either  alone,  and  as  Minister  of  the  United 
States  near  this  Republic,  or  with  his  colleagues,  be  ready  to  sign 
such  a  provisional  convention  when  proposed  to  them  in  the  name 
of  their  High  Mightinesses,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
United  Provinces  ?" 

It  is  believed  here  that,  without  such  a  treaty,  either  between 
France,  Spain,  the  United  States,  and  the  United  Provinces,  or,  in 
defect  of  the  two  first,  at  least  between  the  two  last  Powers,  nothing 
can  save  from  the  shame  of  the  definitive  treaty  this  Republic,  which 
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joined  in  the  war  only  for  the  liberty  of  the  seas,  and  which  has 
made  it  a  condition  sine  qua  non  in  its  preHminaries. 

It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  one  of  these  arrangements  were 
practicable,  as  this  would  at  once  pave  the  way  for  the  definitive 
treaty.  At  least  there  would  be  no  other  difficulty  than  that  relating 
to  Negapatnam,  and  to  the  commerce  to  the  Moluccas,  on  which  I 
have  just  read  the  report  of  the  seventeen  directors  of  the  Company, 
which  opposes  the  strongest  objections  to  the  yielding  of  either. 

My  opinion  is,  always  with  submission  to  your  better  judgment, 
that  your  acquiescence  in  the  demand  of  these  gentlemen  may  be 
founded  on  three  considerations.  1st.  On  the  resolution  of  the 
United  States  of  October  5th,  1780,  communicated  by  you  to  their 
High  Mightinesses  by  a  letter  of  March  8th,  1781,  and  on  which 
you  have  observed  to  me  that  your  powers  for  that  purpose  were  not 
recalled.  2dly.  On  the  circumstance  that  their  High  Mightinesses 
are  a  party  to  the  armed  neutrality,  to  which  Mr.  Dana  is  waiting 
the  pleasure  of  another  party  to  admit  the  United  States.  3dly.  On 
the  fact  that  the  only  point  in  question  is  in  regard  to  the  mutual 
guarantee  which  you  have  already  acceded  to  in  the  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce  concluded  with  their  High  Mightinesses. 

Praying  you  to  pay  my  respects  to  Messrs.  Franklin,  Jay,  Laurens, 
and  Brantzen,  I  am,  &c.,  DUMAS 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

The  Hague,  March  4th,  1783. 
Sir, 

This,  note  is  intended  merely  to  correct  a  statement  I  had  the 
honor  to  make  you  a  few  days  since,  via  Amsterdam.  By  an  unex- 
pected change  M.  Van  Berckel,  Burgomaster  of  Rotterdam,  and 
brother  of  the  celebrated  Pensionary  of  Amsterdam,  instead  of  M. 
de  Dedem,  has  been  nominated  by  the  Province  of  Holland,  and 
accepted  by  their  High  Mightinesses,  for  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
near  the  United  States.  What  I  have  said,  however,  of  the  patriot- 
ism of  one,  is  entirely  applicable  to  the  other ;  and  it  is  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction  and  cordiality  that  I  recommend  him  to  your 
confidence  and  friendship. 

This  morning  their  High  Mightinesses  have  adopted  a  resolution, 
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conformable  to  that  of  Holland,  relative  to  the  instructions  to  their 
Plenipotentiary  at  Paris,  to  exert  himself  to  effect  a  general  pacifica- 
tion. Thus  there  will  soon  be  an  opportunity  to  congratulate  the 
United  States  on  the  completion  of  this  momentous  affair. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS 


TO  JOHN   ADAMS. 

The  Hague,  March  4th,  1783. 

Sir, 

This  morning  their  High  Mightinesses  adopted  a  conclusion  con- 
formable to  the  opinion  of  the  Province  of  Holland,  on  the  instructions 
to  be  given  to  their  Plenipotentiaries  to  obtain  a  general  peace. 
This  conclusion  is  unconstitutional,  as  it  was  not  adopted  unani- 
mously. The  Deputies  of  three  Provinces,  Friesland,  Zealand, 
and  Groningen,  have  declared  they  are  not  yet  authorised  to  give 
their  consent.     But  this  will  come. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

The  Hague,  March  5th,  1783. 
Sir, 

It  is  with  as  much  confidence  in  your  goodness,  as  zeal  to  serve 
the  worthy  Minister  who  will  represent  this  Republic  to  yours,  that 
I  hasten  to  transmit  you  the  copy,  hereto  annexed,  of  a  letter  he 
has  just  written  to  me. 

I  will  add,  that  M.  Van  Berckel  intends  to  embark  at  Rotterdam 
for  Philadelphia,  within  three  months  at  the  latest.  He  will  take 
his  two  sons  with  him,  and  when  his  house  at  Philadelphia  is  ready, 
he  will  send  for  his  wife  and  three  daughters,  and  reside  perma- 
nently during  the  rest  of  his  life  near  the  Congress,  who  will  find 
him  as  amiable  as  he  is  estimable.  I  am  very  sorry  to  lose  him, 
but  much  rejoiced  that  the  United  States  will  make  the  acquisition. 
You  will  consider  it,  I  hope,  not  unreasonable,  if  desiring  to  serve 
to  the  extent  of  my  power  my  most  i-espectable  friend,  whom  you 
will  soon  receive  as  yours,  no  less  on  account  of  his  personal  virtues 
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than  of  his  political  character,  which  will  connect  him  more  closely 
with  you  than  with  any  other  person,  I  take  it  for  granted  not  only 
that  you  will  pardon,  but  be  gratified  with  the  liberty  I  take  of 
addressing  this  commission  to  you,  with  a  request  that  you  will 
confide  the  execution  of  it  to  some  gentleman  in  whom  you  can 
place  entire  confidence,  and  who  will  discharge  it  according  to  the 
wishes  of,  and  on  the  most  advantageous  terms  for  M.  Van  Berckel ; 
so  that  on  his  arrival  he  may  find  the  house  hired  and  at  his  com- 
mand, the  coach  made,  and  the  horses  ready  for  use.  The  expenses 
will  be  paid  by  M.  Van  Berckel  on  his  arrival,  or  even  sooner  if 
necessary  and  possible  in  so  short  a  time. 

If  I  could  have  an  answer  to  this  before  he  sets  sail,  which  will 
be  in  May  or  June  at  the  latest,  it  would  confer  a  great  obligation 
on  him.     He  will  make  the  passage  in  a  good  frigate. 

I  am,  he,  DUMAS. 

P.  S.  M.  Van  Berckel  speaks  English  very  well.  If  this  circum- 
stance is  fortunate  for  him,  it  will  be  no  less  so  for  those  with  whom 
he  is  to  be  connected  in  America. 


TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

The  Hague,  March  6th,  1783. 
Sir, 

You  must  have  already  received,  as  well  as  the  Ministers  of 
France  and  Spain,  the  overture  of  the  Ministers  of  this  Republic  at 
Paris  to  begin  the  negociation  by  a  treaty  of  a  mutual  guarantee  of 
the  liberty  of  the  seas.  These  gentlemen  rely  principally  on  the 
repeated  promises  I  have  made  them  on  your  part,  confident  that 
the  American  Plenipotentiaries  will  not  allow  themselves  to  be  influ- 
enced by  Shelburne  and  company,  who,  they  say,  understand  each 
other  like  robbers  at  a  fair.  You  will  have  no  difficulty  in  under- 
standing the  allusion.  If  this  convention  could  be  made  before  the 
signing  of  the  definitive  treaty,  the  Republicans  here  would  triumph. 
A  certain  person  having  objected  to  me,  that  England  might  take 
umbrage  if  this  treaty  were  made  before  the  other,  "  Indeed  !"  I 
replied,  "how  long  is  it  since  France  began  anew  to  fear  giving 
umbrage  to  England  ?" 
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Your  declaration  concerning  the  armistice  has  been  inserted  in 
the  gazettes,  according  to  your  wish ;  as  has  also  the  English 
proclamation. 

I  am,  he,  DUMAS. 

TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

The  Hague,  March  27th,  1783. 
Sir, 

While  the  Powers  are  taking  a  siesta  to  digest  the  provisional 
peace,  previous  to  putting  the  finishing  hand  to  it,  I  can  only  speak 
to  you  of  the  domestic  affairs  of  this  Republic. 

1st.  Five  Provinces  have  conformed  to  the  opinion  of  Holland, 
for  the  criminal  process  on  account  of  the  disobedience  of  the 
squadron,  which  should  have  sailed  from  Brest  in  the  beginning  of 
October  last.  The  opinion  of  Guelderland,  the  States  of  which 
will  assemble  next  month,  is  the  only  one  wanting. 

2dly.  There  is  a  provisional  report  of  seven  of  the  principal 
cities  of  Holland,  which  the  others  have  taken  ad  referendum,  to 
require  explanations  from  the  Prince  on  the  last  memorial  of  M. 
Thulemeyer,  Envoy  of  Prussia,  by  declaring  whether  he  really  has 
to  complain  of  the  loss  of  any  prerogatives  constitutionally  belonging 
to  him ;  or  if  the  remonstrances  of  the  King  on  that  point  are  not 
founded  on  a  mistake  ?  Those  who  are  suspected  of  being  the  only 
focus  from  which  this  hrutum  fulmen,  (shall  I  call  it,)  or  this  Will- 
o'-the-wisp,  has  proceeded,  are  doing  all  they  can  to  prevent  a 
majority,  which  would  convert  this  report  into  a  resolution.  If  they 
cannot  succeed  in  this,  the  nobles,  that  is,  the  Prince,  whom  they 
allow  to  dispose  of  their  vote,  will  delay  the  resolution  by  pretending 
not  to  be  ready  to  vote.  But  then  the  others  can  appoint  a  day  on 
which  they  must  be  ready,  and,  meanwhile,  they  will  print  the 
report ;  which  will  increase  the  difficulty  of  the  Court  and,  perhaps, 
of  the  kind  M.  Thulemeyer,  in  saving  themselves  from  the  dilemma, 
I  will  not  say  with  honor,  which  is  impossible,  but  without  mortifi- 
cation. 

3dly.  The  city  of  Alcmaer,  by  a  formal  deputation,  has  declared 
to  the  Prince,  that  in  future  it  will  dispose  not  only  of  nominations, 
but  also  of  the  consequent  elections  without  his  participation;  assert- 
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ing  that  this  right  belongs  to  it  in  virtue  of  certain  ancient  privileges. 
It  persists  in  its  design,  and  the  Prince,  who  it  was  said  at  first  had 
intended  to  complain  to  the  States  of  the  Province  by  letter,  has 
renounced  his  intention,  for  want  of  any  solid  objections  to  the 
measure. 

4thly.  The  arrangement  of  the  military  jurisdiction  is  another 
formidable  operation  for  him,  which  will  begin  next  week  to  occupy 
the  serious  attention  of  the  States  of  Holland. 

5thly.  Finally,  the  Court  of  Justice  continues  to  make  rigid  and 
minute  examinations  on  the  affair  of  St.  Nicholas,  or  of  the  6th 
of  December  last,  and  is  preparing  a  full  report,  which  will  be 
published,  and  which,  as  I  am  assured  from  good  authority,  will 
demonstriate  that  it  was  an  actual  conspiracy,  the  leaders  of  which 
were  certain  nobles  and  placemen,  almost  all  of  whom  are  already 
discovered. 

Congress  will  see  by  these  specimens,  that  the  Republican  party 
here  is  far  from  being  discouraged  by  the  approaches  of  peace,  as 
some  flattered  themselves,  and  others  feared  or  foretold  they  would 
be. 

The  Prince  has  lost  the  enthusiastic  love  which  the  large  part  of 
the  nation  bore  him ;  this  loss  is  irreparable,  and  the  conduct  he 
is  induced  to  adopt  renders  it  more  and  more  incurable.  In  the 
Provinces,  as  for  instance,  Overyssel,  Utrecht,  and  Guelderland, 
where  he  was  the  most  absolute,  they  are  still  more  alienated, 
irritated,  and  disgusted  with  abuses,  than  in  this.  I  do  not  say  that 
this  will  or  ought  to  end  in  a  revolution,  but  a  considerable  diminu- 
tion of  his  usurped  and  unconstitutional  power  will,  according  to  all 
appearances,  be  the  result.  The  course  of  these  people  and  that  of 
the  cabinets  negocialing  a  peace  may  be  compared  to  the  hare  and 
the  tortoise  in  the  fable ;  the  former  began  with  long  leaps  and  rapid 
strides,  and  after  these  i)reliminaries  fell  asleep  at  a  little  distance 
from  the  goal,  thinking  it  easy  for  him  to  reach  it  at  any  moment ; 
our  tortoise,  in  spite  of  his  tardy  movements,  may  yet  attain  some  of 
his  objects  before  the  hare  awakes. 

I  see  constantly  and  confidentially  the  French  Ambassador  and 
the  Charge  cT Affaires  of  Sweden,  sometimes  likewise  the  JMinister 
of  Spain.  I  cannot  serve  the  first  in  the  present  circumstances  with 
so  much  success  as  formerly ;  my  friends  wish  to  see  the  wrongs  of 
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which  they  complain  redressed  before  they  can  rely  with  their  former 
confidence  on  future  promises ;  it  is  not  his  fault,  and  I  pity  him, 
but,  after  all,  I  cannot  say  that  my  friends  are  wrong. 

The  other  diplomatic  agents  appear  to  be  here  merely  to  vegetate 
and  kill  time,  sometimes  at  what  they  call  the  Court,  sometimes  with 
each  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc,  DUMAS. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

The  Hague,  April  18th,  1783. 

Sir, 

Our  friends  are  returned  here  to  meet,  provided  with  good  instruc- 
tions, not  only  in  regard  to  the  military  jurisdiction,  but  also  to  other 
subjects,  which  it  will  be  agreeable  here  to  see  on  the  carpet  of  their 
Noble  and  Grand  Mightinesses  the  States  of  Holland.  Those  of 
Dort  are  in  substance  as  follows : 

I.  To  grant  the  annual  requisition  of  the  Council  of  State  for  the 
Department  of  War,  except  the  forty  or  forty-five  thousand  florins 
which  the  High  Council  of  War  expend  for  the  Province  annually, 
and  which  the  city  wishes  to  be  struck  off.  The  six  other  Provinces 
together  pay  about  thirty  thousand  florins  besides,  for  the  support  of 
the  Council. 

n.  To  exert  themselves  in  inquiring  into  and  reforming  abuses 
which  have  been  introduced  into  the  army,  and  particularly,  1st.  To 
prevent  in  future  titular  promotions,  by  which  a  prodigious  number 
of  officers  are  created  with  higher  titles  than  their  rank  and  pay 
entitle  them  to,  which  does  not  fail  to  cost  the  country  600,000 
florins  annually  to  no  purpose.  2dly.  To  abolish  the  venality  of  the 
companies  and  other  posts,  which  has  existed  for  some  time. 

In  Friesland  they  are  equally  firm.  A  Westphalian,  having 
defrauded  the  revenue,  was  condemned  to  ten  years'-  hard  labor  in 
prison.  The  Regency  of  Munster  having  solicited  his  pardon,  the 
Counsellor  Deputies  of  Friesland,  principally  devoted  to  the  Court, 
reported  thereon  to  the  States  of  Friesland  that  the  case  was  pardon- 
able, but  that  the  right  of  pardon  being  devolved  on  the  Prince  by 
the  abdication  of  the  right  by  the  States,  it  was  necessary  to  refer 
the  affair  to  him.    To  disavow  this  pretended  abdication,  and  because 
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the  case  is  one  of  those  called  royal  cases,  the  States,  in  opposition 
to  this  report,  granted  the  pardon  without  consulting  the-Prince. 

In  a  fortnight  a  man  imprisoned  for  disturbances  on  the  8th  of 
March,  the  birthday  of  the  Prince,  will  be  whipped  at  Rotterdam. 
Two  other  of  these  fellows  are  in  prison  at  Delft,  for  having  com- 
mitted similar  disorders  at  Overschie,  a  village  near  Rotterdam,  in 
the  jurisdiction  of  Delft.  As  they  broke  into  houses  they  are  in 
danger  of  being  hung.  A  body  of  three  hundred  volunteers,  of 
young  men  of  the  best  families  of  Rotterdam,  has  been  formed  to 
maintain  public  order  in  case  of  any  similar  disturbances.  They 
exercise  daily,  and  have  petitioned  to  be  authorised  by  their  Regency. 
They  will  succeed,  through  the  influence  of  the  Burgomaster  Van 
Berckel,  who  prevails  in  the  legislative  body  of  the  city,  notwith- 
standing the  opposition  of  the  Burgomaster  Van  der  Heim,  who  is 
devoted  to  the  Court,  and  who  has  the  majority  in  the  executive. 

The  French  Ambassador  will  set  out  next  Monday  on  a  visit  of 
several  months  to  France.  Meanwhile,  IVI.  de  Berenger,  Secretary 
of  Legation,  will  attend  to  the  business  of  the  embassy. 

I  have  been  requested  to  sound  Mr.  Dana  to  know  "  whether,  in 
case  their  High  Mightinesses  should  think  proper  to  send  full  powers 
to  their  Minister  at  Petersburgh  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  the  Min- 
ister of  the  United  States,  on  the  principles  of  the  armed  neutrality, 
Mr.  Dana  could  enter  on  such  a  negociation."  I  have  written  him 
in  consequence. 

April  23d.  On  the  20th,  the  French  Ambassador  gave  a  farewell 
dinner,  at  which  I  had  the  honor  to  be  present. 

I  wrote  to  Mr.  Adams  a  letter  on  the  11th,  of  which  I  yesterday 
received  an  answer  dated  the  16th,  and  this  morning  waited  upon 
M.  Fagel,  the  Secretary,  to  say  to  him,  that  I  had  the  satisfaction  to 
be  able  to  free  their  High  Mightinesses  from  all  anxiety  on  the  point 
of  titles,  by  assuring  them  that  the  United  States  had  adopted  no 
other  than  that  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, and  that  the  qualification  of  Friends  and  Allies,  which  their 
High  Mightinesses  will  add,  did  not  require  to  be  enriched  by  any 
epithets.  You  see,  sir,  added  I,  that  in  America  they  practice  the 
maxim  of  Boerhaave,  sigillum  veri  simplex.  He  approved  this 
remark,  and  politely  thanked  me  for  the  information.  On  leaving  him 
I  went  to  communicate  the  same  thing  to  the  Pensionaries  of  Dort 
and  Amsterdam,  who  said  to  me,  smiling,  there  is  still  one  little  thing 
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that  puzzled  the  Secretary ;  it  is  not  customary  in  Holland  to  say 
you  in  addressing  any  one.  and  he  has  been  able  to  find  no  expression 
but  El  Edelere  (^Your  Noblenesses)  in  addressing  the  Congress.  I 
answered  in  the  same  tone  that  the  Americans  recognise  no  other 
nobility  than  that  of  soul,  and  that  as  the  simple  address  would 
not,  in  my  opinion,  be  disagreeable  to  them,  if  the  Secretary  used  it 
without  any  appendages. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  DUMAS. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Witliout  date. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  to 
March  4th,  inclusive.  I  am  sorry  to  find  by  them  that  the  ferment 
occasioned  by  the  causes  you  explain  continues  to  work.  How  far 
it  may  be  necessary  to  purge  off  the  impurities  which  your  Govern- 
ment has  contracted  by  long  inaction,  I  will  not  pretend  to  say.  It 
is  certain,  however,  that  the  want  of  harmony  in  its  different 
branches  has  had  the  most  melancholy  effects  upon  your  operations 
the  last  war;  and  deprived  you  of  important  advantages  in  the  con- 
clusion of  it.  Though  I  sincerely  wish  that  the  struggles  of  your 
pati'iots  may  be  attended  with  the  same  happy  consequences  with 
ours,  yet  1  take  the  liberty  to  remind  you  that  your  public  character 
puts  you  in  a  delicate  situation  with  respect  to  them,  that  as  a 
foreign  nation,  whatever  we  may  wish,  we  have  no  right  to  express 
those  wishes,  or  in  any  way  to  interfere  in  the  internal  disputes  of 
our  allies,  that  our  conduct  should  show  that  we  were  the  enemy  of 
no  party  except  so  far  as  their  measures  were  inimical  to  us.  You 
will  not,  sir,  consider  this  as  a  reproof,  for  I  have  not  the  smallest 
reason  to  believe  that  you  have  not  made  these  reflections  yourself, 
and  acted  conformably  thereto.  On  the  contrary,  I  rather  conclude 
that  you  have,  from  the  long  habit  in  which  you  have  been  of  con- 
ducting public  affairs  which  require  prudence  and  delicacy.  I  only 
mention  it,  therefore,  as  a  caution  which  will  not  probably,  but 
may  possibly,  be  necessary  to  one  who  is  animated  by  the  spirit  of 
freedom,  and  may,  as  a  patriot,  be  hurried  beyond  the  limits  we 
should  prescribe  to  our  Ministers. 
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You  will  be  pleased  to  discontinue  in  future  all  the  Dutch  papers, 
and  send  us  only  the  Leyden  Gazette,  the  Courier  clu  Bas  Rhin, 
and  the  Courier  de  FEurope,  together  with  such  publications  on 
political  subjects,  written  in  French,  as  may  be  worth  our  attention. 
I  commit  the  enclosed  letters  to  Mr.  Dana  to  your  care. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  done  in  your  affairs,  though  they  lay  before 
Congress ;  a  variety  of  important  matters  have  pressed  of  late  for 
their  consideration,  and  you  are  too  well  acquainted  with  popular 
Assemblies  to  be  surprised  at  the  slowness  of  their  proceedings. 

We  have  returned  the  prisoners  on  both  sides,  and  Congress  have 
made  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  army  by  permitting  those  who 
are  enlisted  for  the  war  to  return  home  on  furlough.  We  cannot 
yet  learn  with  certainty  from  General  Carleton  when  he  means  to 
evacuate  New  York.  I  sincerely  rejoice  at  M.  Van  Berckel's 
appointment,  and  wish  you  had  informed  me  when  we  might  expect 
him  here,  where  the  patriotic  character  of  his  family  cannot  but 
ensure  him  an  agreeable  reception. 

I  am,  sn-.  Sic,  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

The  Hague,  May  8th,  1783. 
Sir, 

The  great  blow  of  the  suppression  of  the  High  Council  of  War, 
and  the  restriction  of  the  military  jurisdiction,  was  finally  and  decis- 
ively struck  in  the  States  of  Holland  last  week,  as  your  Excellency 
will  see  by  the  resolutions  and  publications  in  the  gazettes  sent  with 
this ;  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  other  Provinces  will  conform  to  that 
of  Holland.  Thus  have  the  Republicans  gained  a  signal  victory 
over  the  other  party,  and  which  would  never  have  happened  but  for 
the  war,  which  has  so  humbled  the  English  and  the  Anglomanes. 

I  have  seen  the  last  despatches  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  this 
Republic  at  Paris  to  the  Grand  Pensionary,  of  the  25th  and  28th  of 
April,  and  of  M.  Tor,  Secretary  of  M.  Brantzen,  at  London,  of  the 
18th  of  April,  received  here  the  3d  of  May,  from  M.  Brantzen.  It 
appears  from  these  letters  that  they  could  not  agree,  either  at  Paris 
or  London,  upon  the  articles  of  peace  between  this  Republic  and 
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Great  Britain.  The  Secretary,  Mr.  Fox,  with  whom  M.  Tor  had 
two  conferences,  made  evasive  answers,  and  this  man  of  the  people 
does  not  seem  to  have  the  same  esteem  for  the  Repubhcans  as 
formerly.  He  put  two  singular  questions  to  M.  Tor:  1st.  Why  they 
were  so  dissatisfied  with  the  Prince  of  Orange  in  the  United  Prov- 
inces ?  2dly.  What  impression  the  measures  of  the  King  of  Prussia 
in  favor  of  the  Prince  had  made  ?  M.  Tor,  in  turn,  evaded  these 
questions,  which  lead  us  to  conclude  that  this  man  of  the  people  is 
no  better  than  the  others.  Meanwhile  the  Deputies  of  Dort  and 
Schoonhoven  have  proposed  the  reform  of  several  great  abuses  in 
the  army:  1st.  The  creation  of  supernumerary  officers  by  raising 
them  above  their  actual  rank,  and  excusing  them  from  service.  2dly. 
The  venality  of  posts.  3dly.  The  introduction  of  foreign  officers  in 
the  national  regiments.  These  propositions  have  been  committed. 
In  due  time  I  shall  give  an  account  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
and  of  its  result. 

I  am,  he,  DUMAS. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

The  Hague,  May  25th,  1783. 

Sir, 

The  States  of  Holland  will  assemble  next  Wednesday,  and  mean- 
while I  have  nothing  interesting  to  add  to  what  the  annexed  papers 
contain,  except  that  the  last  letters  from  Paris,  of  the  16th  and  19th, 
inform  me  that  nothing  has  yet  been  done  to  forward  the  conclusion 
of  the  general  definitive  treaty. 

I  learn  from  good  authority  that  Mr.  Harris,  British  Minister  at 
the  Court  of  St.  Petersburgh,  is  intended  for  that  post  here,  after 
every  thing  is  settled.  I  shall  communicate  this  intelligence  to  our 
friends  at  Dort  and  Amsterdam  this  evening.  They  will  be  pleased 
with  it,  for  they  feared  the  return  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  and  his  old 
arts,  which,  under  present  circumstances,  would  be  injurious  here 
without  being  of  any  real  benefit  to  England. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  the  attention  and  kindness  of 
the  United  States  and  their  citizens  Captain  Riemersma,  commander 
of  the  Overyssel,  ship-of-the-line,  who  will  sail  from  the  Texel  after 
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the  19tli  June,  carrying  M.  Van  Berckel  to  Philadelphia.  He  is  a 
brave  officer,  an  excellent  patriot,  a  constant  friend  of  liberty  and  of 
America,  and  he  received  the  squadron  of  Commodore  Paul  Jones 
in  the  Texel,  in  1779,  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  for  which  he  was 
punished  by  the  Anglomanes,  whose  intrigues  effected  his  removal 
from  the  command  of  the  road,  and  who  have  ever  since  prevented 
him  from  being  employed  and  advanced.  In  this  they  have  injured 
only  their  country  ;  for  he  is  wealthy,  and  it  is  not  interest,  but 
honor  and  taste  for  the  profession,  which  induce  him  to  serve. 
Iam,&c.,  DUMAS. 


NOTE  TO  THE  STATES-GENERAL. 

The  Hague,  June  5th,  1783. 

The  undersigned,  Charge  d' Affaires  o(  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, has  the  honor  to  inform  their  High  Mightinesses,  that  in  the 
absence  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  for  reasons  known  to  their 
High  Mightinesses,  he  has  intrusted  to  him  the  honor  of  laying  before 
them  the  treaty  and  convention  concluded  between  the  two  Repub- 
lics on  the  7th  of  October  last,  and  since  ratified  by  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  ;  and  also  of  receiving  in  exchange  the 
ratifications  of  their  High  Mightinesses. 

The  undersigned  congratulates  himself  on  being  permitted  to 
discharge  a  duty  so  congenial  to  his  zeal  for  the  United  States,  to 
his  respect  for  their  High  Mightinesses,  and  to  his  attachment  to  a 
nation,  in  the  bosom  of  which  he  has  had  the  pleasure  of  living  for 
many  years.  DUMAS. 

By  order  of  Mr.  Adams  I  sent  this  note  to  the  Secretary,  M. 
Fagel,  and  a  copy  to  the  Grand  Pensionary,  Van  Bleiswick.  M. 
Fagel  has  requested  several  days  to  allow  time  for  the  clerks  to 
prepare  the  ratification  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  "which,"  he  said 
to  me,  "  I  should  communicate  with  great  pleasure  to  Mr.  Adams  if 
he  were  here,  and  I  shall  communicate  it  to  you,  sir,  with  the  same 
pleasure."  DUMAS. 
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M.  FAGEL  TO  C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

The  Hague,  June  19th,  1783. 
Sir, 

Our  ratification  cannot  be  ready  until  next  Monday.  If  you  will 
call  on  me  at  Court  on  Monday  morning  at  one  o'clock,  I  shall  be 
able  to  exchange  the  ratifications  with  you. 

I  am,  he,  H.  FAGEL. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

The  Hague,  June  20th,  1783. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  I  received  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  their  High 
Mightinesses,  of  which  I  annex  a  copy.  I  shall,  therefore,  receive 
the  act  there  mentioned  next  Monday,  and  shall  keep  it  until  I  can 
transmit  it  to  Mr.  Adams,  according  to  his  orders. 

The  city  of  Gorcum  has  followed,  by  a  large  majority,  the  example 
of  Dort,  Schoonhoven,  Rotterdam,  Schiedam,  and  Alcmaer,  by  a 
resolution  abolishing  the  influence  of  the  Prince  on  the  nominations 
to  vacant  places  ;  there  is  nothing  left  him  but  the  right  which  the 
Constitution  secures  to  him,  of  choosing  among  several  persons 
nominated.  This  week  their  Noble  and  Grand  Mightinesses  will 
deliberate  on  the  abolition  of  the  venality  of  military  offices. 

This  contradicts  the  notion  which  it  was  attempted  to  inculcate 
that  the  ardor  for  reform  would  relax  at  the  end  of  the  war. 

^  ^™'  ^^•'  DUMAS. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

The  Hague,  June  23d,  1783. 
Sir, 

At  one  o'clock  this  afternoon  an  exchange  of  the  ratification  of 

the  treaty  and  convention  concluded  the  7th  of  October  last  between 

the  United  States  and  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries 

took  place  in  the  business  hall  between  the  Secretary  of  their  High 

Vol.  v.— 25 
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Mightinesses  and  your  servant.  I  keep  these  tv/o  acts  according  to 
the  orders  of  Mr.  Adams,  to  place  them  in  his  hands  on  his  return. 
They  are  authenticated  according  to  the  usage  of  this  country,  with 
the  seal  of  the  Republic,  enclosed  in  two  large  silver  boxes  attached 
to  each,  on  which  are  engraven  the  arms  of  the  Union. 

M.  Van  Berckel  sets  out  to-day  from  Amsterdam  for  the  Texel, 
and  I  am  in  haste  to  send  this  by  him. 

I  have  only  to  assure  you  of,  &c.,  DUMAS. 


THE  CORRESPONDENCE 


GENERAL  LA  FAYETTE, 


Oi\  THE  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 
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Although  the  services  of  General  La  Payette  to  the  United  States  were 
rendered  chiefly  in  the  military  line,  yet  he  contributed  very  essentially  by  his 
efforts,  and  the  weight  of  his  personal  character,  to  promote  the  interests  of  our 
foreign  relations.  When  he  left  the  United  States,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1781, 
Congress  instructed  the  American  Ministers  abroad  to  consult  him  on  the  public 
affairs  of  the  United  States.  His  correspondence  with  Congress,  now  to  be 
published,  will  show  how  effectually  he  executed  his  trust  in  this  respect,  and  how 
deeply  and  constantly  he  watched  over  the  interests  of  his  adopted  country,  long 
after  his  return  to  Europe.  These  letters  are  a  testimony  not  more  of  his  patriotism, 
love  of  liberty,  the  warmth  of  his  affections,  and  the  fulness  of  his  gratitude,  than 
of  his  close  observation,  <;orrect  opinions,  and  enlarged  views  on  political  affairs. 
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RESOLVE  OF  CONGRESS  RESPECTING  GENERAL  LA  TAYETTE. 

In  Congress,  November  23d,  1781. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr. 
Madison,  and  Mr.  Cornell,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  22d, 
from  Major-General  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette, 

Resolved,  That  Major-General  the  Marquis  Je  la  Fayette  have 
permission  to  go  to  France ;  and  that  he  return  at  such  time  as  shall 
be  most  convenient  to  him. 

That  he  be  informed  that,  on  a  review  of  his  conduct  throughout 
the  past  campaign,  and  particularly  during  the  period  in  which  he 
had  the  chief  command  in  Virginia,  the  many  new  proofs  which 
present  themselves  of  his  zealous  attachment  to  the  cause  he  has 
espoused,  and  of  his  judgment,  vigilance,  gallantry,  and  address  in 
its  defence,  have  greatly  added  to  the  high  opinion  entertained  by- 
Congress  of  his  merits  and  military  talents. 

That  he  make  known  to  the  officers  and  troops  whom  he  com- 
manded during  that  period,  that  the  brave  and  enterprising  services 
with  which  they  seconded  his  zeal  and  efforts,  and  which  enabled 
him  to  defeat  the  attempts  of  an  enemy  far  superior  in  numbers, 
have  been  beheld  by  Congress  with  particular  satisfaction  and  appro- 
bation. 

That  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  acquaint  the  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress 
that  they  should  confer  with  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  avail 
themselves  of  his  information  relative  to  the  situation  of  pubUc 
affairs  in  the  United  States. 
391 
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That  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  further  acquaint  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  Versailles  that  he  will  conform  to 
the  intention  of  Congress  by  consulting  with,  and  employing  the 
assistance  of,  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  in  accelerating  the  supplies 
which  may  be  afforded  by  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States. 

That  the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  the  Board  of  War,  make  such  communication  to  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  touching  the  affairs  of  their  respective 
Departments,  as  will  best  enable  him  to  fulfil  the  purpose  of  the  two 
resolutions  immediately  preceding. 

That  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  take  order  for  discharging 
the  engagement  entered  into  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  with 
the  merchants  of  Baltimore  referred  to  in  the  act  of  the  24th  of  May 
Jast. 

That  the  Superintendent  of  Finance  furnish  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette  with  a  proper  conveyance  to  France. 

That  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  report  a  letter  to  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  to  be  sent  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.* 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Antony,  near  Paris,  March  30th,  1782. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  by  the  Hermione,  and  have 
made  the  best  use  I  could  of  the  intelligence  you  were  pleased  to 
communicate.  The  sailing  of  the  Alliance  was  unexpected,  and  I 
could  not  improve  that  opportunity.  This  letter  will  be  carried  by 
a  vessel  that  is  immediately  despatched.  I  shall  soon  have  an 
opportunity   to  write  by  a   frigate.      Dr.  Franklin,  wiiora   I  have 


*  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Con£;ress  to  the  King  of  France,  dated  November  29th, 
1781: 

"  Major-General  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  has  in  this  campaign  so  greatly 
added  to  the  reputation  he  had  before  acquired,  that  we  are  desirous  to  obtain  for 
him,  on  our  behalf  even,  notice  in  addition  to  that  favorable  reception  which  his 
merits  cannot  fail  to  meet  with  from  a  generous  and  enlightened  Sovereign;  and  in 
that  view  we  have  directed  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  present  the  Marquis  to 
your  Majesty." 
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acquainted  with  the  departure  of  tliis  vessel,  has  no  doubt  communi- 
cated very  important  intelHgence.  Mahon  has  been  taken  rather 
sooner  than  was  expected ;  the  siege  of  Gibrahar  is  going  on,  and 
some  do  not  consider  it  impossible  that  it  should  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Spaniards.  The  taking  of  St.  Kitts  was  felt  in  England  ;  the 
more  so  as  Sir  Samuel  Hood  had  given  great  expectations  of  pre- 
serving the  island. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  confusion  in  England,  which  their  late 
resolutions  clearly  prove  ;  many  think  the  loss  of  the  majority  is  a 
finesse  of  Lord  North  ;  but  from  later  advices  it  appears  there  will 
be  a  change  of  Ministers.  The  Opposition  members  do  not  agree 
together,  and  none  of  them  are  true  friends  to  America  ;  none  of 
them  are  wishing  for  independence ;  they  want  to  make  the  best 
bargain  they  can,  either  with  France  at  the  expense  of  America,  or 
by  satisfying  America  at  the  cheapest  rate.  By  Mr.  Adams's  letters 
I  find  Holland  is  about  acknowledging  American  independence,  as 
far  as  it  will  neither  cost  them  blood  nor  money  ;  but  at  this  period  I 
think  it  important  to  obtain  such  a  political  advantage. 

I  beg  you  will  please  to  communicate  the  contents  of  my  letter  to 
Congress,  as  I  do  not  enter  into  any  particulars  with  the  President. 

Accept  the  assurance  of  the  high  esteem  and  most  affectionate 
sentiments  with  which  I  am,  &c.,  j^^  FAYETTE. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above  we  have  just  got  certain  intelligence 
that  Lord  North  has  left  his  place.  It  is  generally  believed  he  will 
be  replaced  by  Lord  Rockingham. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

St.  Germain,  June  25th,  1782. 
Dear  Sir, 
It  is  needless  for  me  to  enter  into  such  details  as  will  of  course  be 
communicated  to  Congress  by  the  Minister.  Dr.  Franklin  will 
doubtless  be  very  particular.  But  as  Congress  have  been  pleased  to 
order  that  I  should  give  my  opinion,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  tell 
you  what  I  think  upon  the  several  transactions  that  have  lately  taken 
place. 

Before  the  change  of  Ministry  the  old  Administration  had  sent 
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people  to  feel  the  pulse  of  the  French  Court  and  of  the  American 
Ministers.  They  had  reasons  to  be  convinced  that  neither  of  the 
two  could  be  deceived  into  separate  arrangements  that  would  break 
the  union  and  make  both  their  enemies  weaker.  In  the  meanwhile 
a  cabal  was  going  on  against  the  old  Ministry.  New  appointments 
took  place,  and  it  is  not  known  how  far  Lord  North  would  have 
gone  towards  a  general  negociation. 

It  had  ever  been  the  plan  of  the  opposition  to  become  masters  of 
the  Cabinet.  But  while  every  one  of  them  united  against  the 
Ministry,  they  committed  this  strange  blunder,  never  to  think  what 
would  become  of  them  after  their  views  had  been  fulfilled.  They 
even  made  Ministers,  and  upon  the  same  day  they  did  not  know 
how  to  divide  the  prey  ;  upon  the  second  they  perceived  that  they 
had  different  interests  and  different  principles  to  support ;  upon  the 
third  they  were  intriguing  against  each  other.  And  now  the  British 
Ministry  are  so  much  divided,  that  nothing  but  their  disputes  can 
account  for  their  indecision  in  public  affairs. 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  has  nothing  of  a  Minister  but  the 
parade  of  levees  and  a  busy  appearance.  He  is  led  by  Mr.  Burke. 
He  is  also  upon  the  best  terms  with  Charles  Fox.  The  principles 
of  the  latter  every  body  knows.  That  party  it  appears  is  on  one 
side  of  the  Administration. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  and  Lord  Camden  think  it  their  interest  to 
support  Lord  Shelburne,  whom,  however,  they  inwardly  dislike.  The 
Earl  of  Shelburne  seems  to  have  by  far  the  greater  share  in  the 
King's  confidence.  He  is  intriguing,  and  upon  a  pretence  to  follow 
Lord  Chatham's  opinions,  he  makes  himself  agreeable  to  the  King 
by  opposing  American  independence.  He  is,  they  say,  a  faithless 
man,  wishing  for  a  continuation  of  the  war,  by  which  he  hopes  to 
raise  his  own  importance ;  and  should  the  Rockingham  party  fall, 
should  Lord  Shelburne  be  found  to  divide  power  with  another  party, 
he  is  not  far,  it  is  said,  from  uniting  with  Lord  North  and  many 
others  in  the  old  Administration. 

The  King  stands  alone,  hating  every  one  of  his  Ministers,  grieving 
at  every  measure  that  combats  his  disposition,  and  wishing  for  the 
moment  when  the  present  Ministry,  having  lost  their  popularity,  will 
give  way  to  those  whom  he  has  been  obliged  to  abandon  for  a  time. 

Such  is  the  position  in  which  they  stand,  and  I  am  going  to  relate 
the  measures  they  have  taken  towards  negociation. 
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It  appears  Lord  Shelburne  on  the  one  hand,  and  Charles  Fox  on 
the  other,  went  upon  the  plan  which  Lord  North  had  adopted,  to 
make  some  private  advances,  but  they  neither  communicated  their 
measures  to  each  other,  nor  said  at  first  any  thing  of  it  in  the  Cabi- 
net. Count  de  Vergennes  said  that  France  could  never  think  to 
enter  into  a  treaty  but  in  concurrence  with  her  allies,  and  upon 
being  told  that  America  herself  did  not  so  much  insist  upon  asking 
for  independence,  he  answered,  "  people  need  not  ask  for  what  they 
have  got."  Mr.  Adams  in  Holland,  and  Dr.  Franklin  in  Paris, 
made  such  answers  as  were  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  United 
States.  But  they,  as  well  as  Count  de  Vergennes,  expressed  a 
sincere  desire  for  peace  upon  liberal  and  generous  terms. 

From  the  very  beginning  Mr.  Adams  has  been  persuaded  that  the 
British  Ministry  were  not  sincere — that  the  greater  part  of  them 
were  equally  against  America  as  any  in  the  old  Administration,  and 
that  all  those  negociations  were  not  much  to  be  depended  upon. 
His  judgment  of  this  affair  has  been  confirmed  by  the  events  ;  though 
at  present  the  negociation  has  put  on  a  better  outward  appear- 
ance. 

Dr.  Franklin's  pen  is  better  able  than  mine  can  be  to  give  you  all 
the  particulars  through  which  Mr.  Grenville,  a  young  man  of  some 
rank,  is  now  remaining  in  Paris,  with  powers  to  treat  with  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  and  all  other  Princes  or  States  now  at  war  with 
Great  Britain. 

I  shall  only  remark,  that  in  late  conversations  with  Count  de 
Vergennes,  Mr.  Grenville  has  considered  the  acknowledgment  of 
independence  as  a  matter  not  to  be  made  a  question  of,  but  to  be  at 
once  and  previously  declared.  But  upon  Count  de  Vergennes's 
writing  down  Mr.  Grenville's  words  to  have  them  signed  by  him, 
the  gentleman,  instead  of  this  expression,  "  the  King  of  England 
has  resolved  at  once  to  acknowledge,"  &;c.,  insisted  to  have  the 
words  is  disposed  made  use  of  in  what  he  intended  to  be  considered 
as  his  official  communication.  He  has  also  evinced  a  backwardness 
in  giving  Dr.  Franklin  a  copy  of  his  powers;  and  their  Ministry  are 
so  backward  also  in  bringing  before  Parliament  a  bill  respecting 
American  independence,  that  it  does  not  show  a  great  disposition 
towards  a  peace,  the  preliminaries  of  which  must  be  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  America  as  a  separate  and  independent  nation. 

It  is  probable  that  within  these  two  days  Dr.  Franklin  had  some 
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communication  with  Mr.  Grenville  which  may  throw  some  light  upon 
the  late  points  I  have  just  now  mentioned. 

Mr.  Jay  is  arrived  from  Madrid.  Mr.  Laurens,  it  seems,  intends 
to  return  home.  Mr.  Adams's  presence  in  Holland  is  for  the  moment 
necessary.  A  few  days  will  make  us  better  acquainted  with  the 
views  of  Great  Britain ;  and  since  the  Ministers  from  Congress 
have  thought  that  I  ought  for  the  service  of  America  to  remain 
here  some  time  longer,  I  shall,  under  their  direction,  devote  myself 
to  promote  the  interests  of  the  United  States.  The  footing  I  am 
upon  at  this  Court  enables  me  sometimes  to  go  greater  lengths 
than  could  be  done  by  a  foreigner.  But  unless  an  immediate  earnest 
negociation,  which  I  am  far  from  hoping,  renders  my  services  very 
useful,  I  will  beg  leave  to  return  to  my  labors,  and  be  employed  in  a 
shorter  way  to  ensure  the  end  of  this  business  than  can  be  found  in 
pohtical  dissertation. 

I  have  communicated  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Adams  such  as  I  found 
it  in  his  letter.  Dr.  Franklin's  ideas  will  be  presented  by  himself, 
and  also  those  of  Mr.  Jay,  both  of  which  must  be  preferable  to  mine, 
though  I  do  not  believe  they  much  differ.  But  from  what  1  have 
collected  from  communications  with  your  Ministers,  with  those  of  the 
French,  and  by  private  intelligence,  I  conclude — 

1st.  That  the  British  Ministry  are  at  variance  between  themselves, 
embarrassed  upon  the  conduct  they  ought  to  hold,  and  not  firm  in 
their  principles  and  their  places. 

2dly.  That  negociations  will  go  on  shortly,  establish  principles, 
and  facihtate  a  treaty ;  but  that  the  King  of  England  and  some  of 
the  Ministers  have  not  lost  the  idea  of  breaking  the  union  between 
France  and  the  United  States. 

3dly.  That  the  situation  of  England,  want  of  men  and  money, 
and  the  efforts  France  is  about  to  make,  will  reduce  the  former  to  a 
necessity  for  making  peace  before  the  end  of  next  spring. 

America  will  no  doubt  exert  herself  and  send  back  every  emissary 
to  her  Plenipotentiaries  here ;  for  the  Ministry  in  England  are  now 
deceiving  the  people  with  the  hope  that  is  going 

to  operate  a  reconciliation,  and  with  many  his  of  the  same 

nature. 

In  the  course  of  this  affair  we  have  been  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  French  Ministry.  They  have  proved  candid  and  moderate.  Mr. 
Jay  will  write  about  Spain.     Very  little  is  to  be  said  of  her,  and  by 
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her  very  little  is  to  be  done.  It  appears  Holland  is  going  on  well, 
and  I  believe  Mr.  Adams  is  satisfied,  except  upon  the  affair  of 
money,  which  is  the  difficult  point,  and  goes  on  very  slowly. 

By  all  I  can  see  I  judge  that,  if  America  insists  on  a  share  in  the 
fisheries,  she  will  obtain  it  by  the  general  treaty.  This  point  is  too 
near  my  heart  to  permit  me  not  to  mention  it. 

The  news  of  Count  de  Grasse's  defeat  has  been  very  much  felt 
in  France,  and  the  whole  nation  was  made  truly  unhappy  by  this 
disagreeable  event.  The  general  cry  of  the  people  was  such  that  I 
do  not  believe  any  French  Admiral  will,  in  any  case,  take  upon 
himself  to  surrender  his  own  ship.  The  people  at  large  have  perhaps 
been  too  severe,  and  Government  have  not  pronounced,  as  there  is 
to  be  a  court-martial.  But  I  was  happy  to  see  a  patriotic  spirit 
diffused  through  every  individual.  The  States  of  several  Provinces, 
the  great  cities,  and  a  number  of  different  associations  of  men,  have 
offered  ships-of-the-line  to  a  greater  number  than  have  been  lost. 
In  the  meanwhile,  Government  are  using  the  greatest  activity,  and 
this  has  given  a  spur  to  the  national  exertions.  But,  independent 
of  the  stroke  in  itself,  I  have  been  sighing  upon  the  ruin  of  the  plans 
1  had  proposed  towards  a  useful  cooperation  upon  the  coasts  of 
America.  My  schemes  have  been  made  almost  impracticable,  and 
my  voyage  (the  case  of  negociations  excepted)  has  not  been  so 
serviceable  to  the  public  as  I  had  good  reasons  to  expect. 

The  Spaniards  are  going  at  last  to  besiege  Gibraltar.  The  Count 
d'Artois,  the  King  of  France's  brother,  and  the  Due  de  Bourbon,  a 
Prince  of  the  blood,  are  just  setting  out  to  serve  there  as  volunteers. 
They  intend  to  begin  in  the  first  days  of  September ;  so  that  we  may 
expect,  one  way  or  other,  to  get  rid  of  that  encumbrance,  and  let  the 
siege  succeed  or  miscarry,  we  may  expect  hereafter  to  make  use  of 
the  combined  forces  of  the  House  of  Bourbon. 

We  are  waiting  for  intelligence  from  the  East  Indies,  where  it 
appears  we  have  got  a  superiority,  and  are  entitled  to  expect  good 
news  from  that  quarter.  The  enemy  had  some  despatches  by  land, 
but  either  our  operations  are  of  a  later  date,  or  they  only  have 
published  a  part  of  their  intelligence. 

Paris,  June  29th.  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Jay  will  acquaint  you 
with  Count  de  Vergennes's  answer  to  Mr.  Grenville,  and  also  with 
what  Mr.  Grenville  has  said  respecting  the  enabling  act.  This  act, 
and  also  the  answer  to  Count  de  Vergennes,  are  every  day  expected 
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in  Paris,  and  the  way  in  which  both  will  be  expressed  may  give  us 
a  pretty  just  idea  upon  the  present  intentions  of  the  British  Ministry. 
The  only  thing  that  remains  for  me  to  inform  you  of  is,  that,  under 
the  pretence  of  curiosity,  admiration,  or  private  affairs,  England  will 
probably  send  emissaries  to  America,  who  cannot  hope  to  insinuate 
themselves  under  any  other  but  a  friendly  appearance. 

With  the  greatest  regard,  &;c.,  j^^  FAYETTE. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  FAYETTE. 

Philadelphia,  September  18th,  1782. 

You  should  not,  my  dear  sir,  have  been  thus  long  without  hearing 
from  me,  had  I  not  persuaded  myself  that  I  should  see  you  before  a 
letter  could  reach  you.  I  still  entertain  this  hope,  from  a  passage  in 
Dr.  Franklin's  letter,  but  have  been  in  this  often  disappointed  ;  I  will 
not  indulge  it  longer  so  far  as  to  let  it  arrest  my  pen. 

The  Count  de  Segur  delivered  me  your  letters  of  April.  I  thank 
you  sincerely  for  having  made  him  the  bearer  of  them,  since  you 
know  the  eagerness  with  which  I  embrace  your  friends,  even  without 
taking  into  consideration  that  merit  which  makes  them  so.  The 
Count  leaves  town  for  the  army  to-day,  so  that  I  shall  not  have  the 
full  benefit  of  your  introduction  to  him  till  next  winter,  when  I  flatter 
myself  you  will  join  our  circle.  The  Prince  de  Broglio  told  me  last 
night  that  he  had  a  letter  from  you  to  me.  I  expect  to  see  him  here 
this  morning. 

I  cannot  help  remarking  the  just  estimate  you  made  of  the  British 
Ministry.  Late  events  have  fully  justified  it.  They  are  made  up 
of  heterogeneous  particles,  and,  as  might  naturally  be  expected,  they 
begin  to  fly  off  from  each  other.  You  have  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  your  adopted  country.  We  are  immovably  fixed  in  our  determ- 
ination to  adhere  to  our  allies,  in  spite  of  every  endeavor  to  change 
our  sentiments.  I  am  sorry  I  have  not  leisure  to  enlarge ;  my  horses 
wait  to  carry  me  to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  \yhile  I  write ;  let 
me,  however,  inform  you  of  the  misfortune  that  has  happened  to 
Chevalier  de  Latouche ;  his  frigate,  being  pursued  by  the  enemy, 
was  run  on  shore  in  the  Delaware,  and  is  lost.  The  gentlemen, 
his  passengers,  are  however  happily  saved,  together  with  the  monej 
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and  papers.  Everything  else  is  lost,  and  what  is  most  to  be 
lamented,  he  himself  must  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
The  flag  that  went  to  inquire  his  fate  is  not  yet  returned. 

The  fleet  of  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  has  also  sustained  a  loss  in 
the  sinking  of  the  Magnifique  in  the  harbor  of  Boston.  Congress 
have  endeavored  to  repair  this  by  presenting  the  America  to  his 
Majesty. 

The  troops  from  Virginia  have  joined  those  on  the  Hudson.  Our 
army  is  in  noble  order  at  present ;  you  will  be  charmed  to  see  our 
countrymen  well  dressed,  since  you  used  to  admire  them  even  in 
their  rags. 

I  send  you  the  papers  for  a  month  back;  they  contain  all  our 

public  news,  and  some  particulars  worthy  your  attention. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  he, 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  FAYETEE. 

Philadelphia,  November  2d,  1782. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  confusion  occasioned  by  the  misfortune  of  the  Eagle,  and  the 
delay  that  the  gentlemen  who  saved  their  baggage  experienced  in 
getting  here,  prevented  my  receiving  your  favor  of  the  25th  and  29th 
of  July  till  the  last  of  September,  although  I  had  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  the  letters  by  the  same  conveyance  much  earlier. 

Your  letter  contained  so  much  important  matter  that  it  was  laid 
before  Congress,  for  knowing  it  would  be  advantageous  to  you,  and 
place  your  assiduity  and  attention  to  their  interests  in  its  strongest 
point  of  light.  I  choose  to  consider  most  of  yours  as  public  letters ; 
this  last  was  particularly  acceptable,  as  neither  Dr.  Franklin  nor 
Mr.  Jay  had  been  so  explicit  as  we  had  reason  to  expect.  Our 
system  of  politics  has  been  so  much  the  same  for  a  long  time,  tend- 
ing only  to  one  point,  a  determination  to  support  the  war  till  we  can 
make  peace  in  conjunction  with  our  allies,  that  the  whole  history  of 
our  Cabinet  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  a  reiteration  of  the  same 
sentiments  in  different  language ;  and  so  plain  is  our  political  path, 
so  steadily  do  we  walk  in  it,  that  I  can  add  nothing  to  what  I  have 
already  written  you  on  that  subject. 
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The  events  of  the  campaign  are  as  uninteresting ;  the  inactivity 
and  caution  of  the  enemy  has  given  us  leisure  to  form  the  finest 
army  this  country  ever  saw,  while  they  conspire  to  render  that  army 
useless  for  the  present.  The  troops  are  gone  into  winter  quarters ; 
ours  at  Fishkill,  West  Point,  and  its  vicinity ;  the  French  as  far  east 
as  Hartford. 

This  day  we  are  informed  from  New  York  that  fourteen  sail-of- 
the-line,  one  of  forty  guns,  and  seven  frigates,  sailed  from  tlience  on 
the  26th.  We  cannot  learn  that  they  had  troops  on  board  or  under 
convoy. 

The  Magnifique  is  lost,  I  believe  without  hope  of  recovery.  She 
will,  however,  be  well  replaced  by  the  America,  which  all  accounts 
concur  in  calling  a  fine  ship.  But  unless  your  fleet  is  very  consid- 
erably strengthened  in  those  seas,  another  campaign  may  slip  away 
as  uselessly  as  the  last ;  for  I  see  no  reason  to  suppose,  while  Lord 
Shelburne  is  at  the  head  of  Administration,  that  the  negociations  for 
peace  will  wear  a  serious  aspect.  I  believe  with  you  that  his  royal 
master  is  set  upon  risking  every  thhig,  rather  than  acknowledge  our 
independence,  and  as  he  possesses  the  art  of  seduction  in  a  very 
eminent  degree,  it  will  require  more  firmness  to  resist  his  solicitations 
than  is  generally  found  among  courtiers.  I  am  very  much  pleased 
to  hear  that  the  siege  of  Gibraltar  is  at  last  undertaken,  with  some 
prospects  of  success.  This  I  sincerely  wish.  England  has  found 
in  that  single  fortress  a  more  powerful  ally  than  any  other  she  could 
make  in  Europe.  It  has  for  the  most  part  employed  the  navy  of 
Spain,  and  cost  them  five  ships-of-the-line. 

You  need  feel  no  anxiety  on  the  score  of  an  apology  for  your 
absence ;  every  body  here  attributes  it  to  its  true  cause,  and  considers 
it  as  a  new  proof  of  your  attaclmient  to  the  interests  of  America. 
The  papers  I  send  with  this  will  serve  to  confirm  this  assertion. 

I  thank  you  for  the  acquaintance  of  the  Prince  de  Broglio  and  the 
Count  de  Segur ;  they  handed  me  your  letters  the  day  I  was  unfor- 
tunately obliged  to  leave  town.  They  have,  however,  promised  to 
be  here  this  winter,  and  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of  consoling 
myself  for  your  absence  by  the  attention  they  will  enable  me  tc 
show  to  those  you  love.  Your  brother-in-law  is  gone,  I  find,  to 
the  siege  of  Gibraltar.  I  beg  you  to  write  particularly  to  remind 
him  of  his  American  friends.  He  shall  hear  from  me  by  the  first 
opportunity ;  in  the  meanwhile  tell  him  he  will  not  do  justice  to  our 
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expectations  if  he  neglects  to  promote  the  great  object  which  we 
discussed  together  a  httle  before  he  left  this  country,  foreseeing  then 
that  he  would  ere  long  he  called  to  Spain.  I  ought  not  to  conclude 
this  without  informing  you  that  the  chair  of  state  is  transferred  to 
Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Hanson's  term  having  expired. 
I  am,  my  dear  sir.  Sic, 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

Brest,  December  3d,  1782. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  beg  the  attention  of  Congress  upon  a  subject 
which,  though  it  appears  personal,  may  bring  about  events  of  public 
utility. 

On  a  past  voyage  I  have  had  the  happiness  to  return  with  such 
means  as  proved  useful  to  the  United  States,  and  when  I  embarked 
last,  I  had  a  leave  of  absence  till  such  a  time  as  I  would  think 
proper. 

What  has  been  done  respecting  former  demands  of  money  has 
been  communicated  to  Congress.  As  to  the  late  ones,  I  leave  it  to 
the  Ministers  of  Congress  to  give  an  account  of  those  transactions. 

I  have  the  heartfelt  happiness  to  think  that  I  did  not  leave 
Versailles  until  I  had  to  the  utmost  exerted  every  means  in  my 
power ;  and  I  wish  they  had  been  an  aid  to  promote  every  view  of 
Congress  and  every  interest  of  the  United  States. 

The  Ministers  of  Congress  in  Europe  have  in  former  letters 
acquainted  them  with  the  request  they  made,  that  I  should  defer 
my  departure  to  America.  They  thought  I  might  serve  her  in  the 
political  field,  and  I  yielded  to  their  opinion. 

Now,  sir,  that  I  am  going  to  embark,  I  have  done  it  by  their 
advice.  Upon  the  voyage,  the  mode  and  the  time  of  it,  I  have 
taken  their  opinion,  and  it  has  been,  that  I  was  acting  consistent 
with  the  interests  of  America,  and  the  instructions  of  General  Wash- 
ington. But  I  could  not  submit  to  think  that  any  member  of 
Congress  might,  from  public  report,  imagine  that  I  enlarge  so  fdv 
their  permission  as  to  follow  pursuits  that  would  not  particularly 
promote  the  views  of  America ;  and  as  they  do  not  choose  being 
Vol.  v.— 26 
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intruded  upon  with  minute  details  of  military  plans,  let  it  suffice 
to  say  that  I  beg  leave  to  refer  them  to  the  opinion  of  General 
Washington. 

With  a  heart  bound  to  America  by  every  sentiment  of  a  grateful 
and  everlasting,  and,  I  may  add,  a  patriotic  love,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c.,  LA  FAYETTE. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  FAYETTE. 

Philadelphia,  January  ]Oth,  1783. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  was  honored  by  yours  of  the  14th  of  October  last.  It  contains 
much  useful  information,  and  upon  the  whole  exhibits  a  pleasing 
picture  of  our  affairs  in  Europe,  Here  the  scene  is  more  chequered 
with  good  and  evil ;  the  last  I  think  predominates.  The  want  of 
money  has  excited  very  serious  discontents  in  the  army.  They 
have  formed  committees.  A  very  respectable  one,  with  General 
McDougal  at  their  head,  is  now  here.  Their  demands,  though 
strictly  just,  are  such  as  Congress  have  not  the  means  of  satisfying. 
The  States  upon  whom  they  call  complain  of  inability.  Peace  is 
wished  for  with  more  anxiety  than  it  should  be ;  wearied  out  with 
the  length  of  the  war,  the  people  will  reluctantly  submit  to  the 
burdens  they  bore  at  the  beginning  of  it ;  in  short,  peace  becomes 
necessary.  If  the  war  continues,  we  shall  lean  heavier  upon  France 
than  we  have  done.  If  peace  is  made,  she  must  add  one  obligation 
more  to  those  she  has  already  imposed.  She  must  enable  us  to  pay 
off  our  army,  or  we  may  find  the  reward  of  her  exertions  and  ours 
suspended  longer  than  we  could  wish. 

Charleston  is  at  length  evacuated ;  the  enemy  made  a  convention 
with  General  Greene,  and  were  suffered  to  depart  in  peace.  In  one 
of  the  papers  I  send  you,  you  will  see  the  general  orders  at  going 
off. 

The  embarkation  of  your  army  before  the  war  in  this  country 
had  closed,  gave  me  some  pain.  Their  stay  might  have  answered 
useful  political  purposes,  had  they  been  at  hand  to  operate  against 
New  York,  which  they  will  not  otherwise  quit. 

Congress  saw  this  in  its  true  light,  but  were  too  delicate  to 
mention  it ;  I  enclose  their  resolutions  on  being  apprized  of  it.     You 
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speak  of  operations  in  America.  I  agree  with  you,  that  they  are 
devoutly  to  be  wished  both  by  France  and  by  us  ;  but  if  they  are 
to  depend  upon  operations  in  the  West  Indies,  it  is  ten  to  one  but 
they  fail.  The  machine  is  too  complex.  If  it  is  to  be  worked  in 
any  part  by  Spanish  springs,  the  chance  against  it  is  still  greater, 
for  whatever  the  latter  may  be  in  Europe,  in  the  West  Indies  they 
lose  their  elasticity. 

The  great  cause  between  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania  has  been 
decided  in  favor  of  the  latter.  It  is  a  singular  event.  There  are 
few  instances  of  independent  States  submitting  their  cause  to  a  court 
of  justice.  The  day  will  come,  when  all  disputes  in  the  great 
republic  of  Europe  will  be  tried  in  the  same  way ;  and  America  be 
quoted  to  exemplify  the  wisdom  of  the  measure. 

Adieu,  my  dear  sir;  continue  to  love  this  country  ;  for  though  she 
owes  you  much,  she  will  repay  you  all  with  interest,  when  in  ages 
to  come  she  records  you  with  her  patriots  and  heroes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir,  with  the  sincerest  esteem  and 
regard,  he,  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


TO  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL,  AT  MADRID. 

Cadiz,  January  20th,  1783. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  14th  has  this  day  come  to  hand.  The  occasion 
of  it  I  lament,  but  it  becomes  my  duty  to  answer  it. 

From  an  early  period,  I  had  the  happiness  to  rank  among  the 
foremost  in  the  American  revolution.  In  the  affection  and  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  I  am  proud  to  say,  I  have  a  great  share. 
Congress  honors  me  so  far  as  to  direct  that  I  am  to  be  consulted  by 
their  European  Ministers,  which  circumstances  I  do  not  mention  out 
of  vanity,  but  only  to  show  that,  in  giving  my  opinion,  I  am  called 
upon  by  dictates  of  honor  and  duty,  which  it  becomes  me  to  obey. 

The  measure  being  right,  it  is  beneath  me  to  wait  for  a  private 
opportunity.  Public  concerns  have  a  great  weight  with  me,  but 
nothing  upon  earth  can  intimidate  me  into  selfish  considerations. 
To  my  opinion  you  are  entitled,  and  I  offer  it  with  the  freedom  of 
a  heart  that  ever  shall  be  independent. 
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To  France  you  owe  a  great  deal  ;  to  others  you  owe  nothing. 
As  a  Frenchman,  whose  heart  is  glowing  with  patriotism,  1  enjoy 
the  part  France  has  acted,  and  the  connexion  she  has  made.  As  an 
American,  I  acknowledge  the  obligation,  and  in  that  I  think  true 
dignity  consists ;  but  dignity  forbade  our  sending  abroad  political 
forlorn  hopes,  and  I  ever  objected  to  the  condescension  ;  the  more 
so,  as  a  French  treaty  had  secured  their  allies  to  you ;  and  because 
America  is  more  likely  to  receive  advances  than  to  need  throwing 
herself  at  other  people's  feet. 

The  particulars  of  the  negociation  with  Spain  I  do  not  dwell 
upon.  In  my  opinion  they  were  wrong,  but  I  may  be  mistaken. 
Certain  it  is,  that  an  exchange  of  Ministers  ought  to  have  been,  and 
now  an  exchange  of  powers  must  be,  upon  equal  footing.  What 
England  has  done  is  nothing,  either  as  to  the  right  or  the  mode. 
The  right  consisted  in  the  people's  will,  the  mode  depends  upon  a 
consciousness  of  American  dignity.  But  if  Spain  has  hitherto 
declined  to  acknowledge  what  the  elder  branch  of  the  Bourbons 
thought  honorable  to  declare,  yet  will  it  be  too  strange  that  England 
ranks  before  her  in  the 'date  and  the  benefits  of  the  acknowledg- 
ment. 

There  are  more  Powers  than  you  know  of,  who  are  making 
advances  to  America ;  some  of  them  I  have  personally  received ; 
but  you  easily  guess  that  no  treaty  would  be  so  pleasing  as  the 
one  with  Spain.  The  three  natural  enemies  of  Britain  should  be 
strongly  united.  The  French  alliance  is  everlasting;  but  such  a 
treaty  between  the  friends  of  France  is<i  new  tie  of  confidence  and 
affection.  The  Spaniards  are  slow  in  their  motions,  but  strong  in 
their  attachments.  From  a  regard  to  them,  but  still  more  out  of 
regard  to  France,  we  must  have  more  patience  with  them  than  with 
any  other  nation  in  Europe. 

But  peace  is  likely  to  be  made,  and  how  then  can  the  man  who 
advised  against  your  going  at  all,  propose  your  remaining  at  a  Court 
where  you  are  not  decently  treated  ?  Congress,  I  hope,  and  through 
them  the  whole  nation,  do  not  intend  their  dignity  to  be  trifled  with, 
and,  for  my  part,  I  have  no  inclination  to  betray  the  confidence  of 
the  American  people.  I  expect  peace,  and  I  expect  Spain  to  act 
by  you  with  propriety  ;  but  should  they  hesitate  to  treat  you  as  a 
public  servant  of  the  United  States,  then,  however  disagreeable  the 
task,  Mr.  Carmichacl  had  better  go  to  Paris,  where  France  may 
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Stand  as  a  mediator,  and  through  that  generous  common  friend,  we 
may  come  to  the  wished  for  connexion  with  the  Court  of  Spain. 
With  a  high  regard  and  sincere  affection,  he, 

LA  FAYETTE. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Cadiz,  February  5th,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

On  the  7th  of  December,  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  from 
Brest,  and  my  letters  down  to  that  date  have  contained  accounts  of 
our  poHtical  affairs.  Since  which  time  I  have  been  taken  up  in 
preparations  of  a  plan  that  would  have  turned  out  to  the  advantage 
of  America ;  indeed,  it  exceeded  my  first  expectations,  and  to  my 
great  surprise,  the  King  of  Spain  had  not  only  consented  his  forces 
should  cooperate  with  us,  but  on  the  consideration  of  obtaining  a 
necessary  diversion,  he  had  been  induced  by  Count  d'Estaing  to 
approve  by  being  detached  into  Canada  with  a  French  force.  Nay, 
had  the  war  continued,  I  think  that,  if  not  for  love,  at  least  on 
political  motives,  they  would  have  consented  to  offer  pecuniary 
assistance. 

The  conditions  of  the  peace  I  do  not  dwell  upon.  I  hope  they 
are  such  as  will  be  agreeable  in  America.  They  have  no  doubt 
been  sent  from  France,  and  the  part  that  respects  the  United  States 
will  have  been  immediately  forwarded  for  their  ratification.  I  do 
not  hope  to  send  you  the  first  tidings  of  a  general  peace.  Yet  I 
have  prevailed  upon  a  small  vessel  to  alter  her  course,  and  my  own 
servant  is  going  with  the  despatches,  to  prevent  either  neglect  or 
other  accidental  delays. 

On  the  moment  of  my  arrival  at  Cadiz,  I  began  a  close  corre- 
spondence with  Mr.  Carmichael.  It  at  first  respected  money  matters, 
but  soon  took  a  still  more  important  turn.  Having  been  officially 
asked  my  advice  upon  his  future  conduct,  I  gave  it  in  a  letter,  of 
which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  Whatever  light  my  opinion  may 
appear  in  at  Madrid  or  elsewhere,  I  think  it  is  consistent  with  the 
dignity  of  the  United  States.  Now,  sir,  while  enjoying  the  hope  of 
being  in  a  few  weeks  on  the  American  shore,  I  have  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Carmichael,  wherein  he  requests  my  assistance  at  Madrid. 
How  far  it  may  serve  him  I  do  not  know ;  but  since  I  am  thought 
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useful  I  shall  yield  to  my  zeal  for  the  service  of  America  ;  I  readily 
give  up  personal  gratifications.  On  my  arrival  at  IMadrid  I  shall 
have  the  honor  to  give  you  my  opinion  of  our  situation  there. 
Among  the  Spaniards  we  have  but  few  well  wishers,  and  as  they,  at 
the  bottom,  hate  cordially  the  French,  our  alliance,  though  a  political, 
is  not  a  sentimental  consideration  with  them.  But  I  wish  a  settle- 
ment of  boundaries  may  remove  the  more  immediate  prospects  of 
dispute.  It  is,  I  believe,  very  important  to  America ;  the  more  so 
as  she  became  a  national  ally  to  France,  a  national  enemy  to  Britain. 
But  the  Spaniards  will  be  forever  extravagant  in  their  territorial 
notions,  and  very  jealous  of  the  increase  of  American  wealth  and 
power.  But  it  is  good  policy  for  us  to  be  upon  friendly  terms  with 
them  ;  and  I  wish,  on  my  return  to  Paris,  that  I  may  carry  for  Mr. 
Jay  some  hopes  of  better  success  in  his  Spanish  negociation. 

I  have  just  heard  that  both  Floridas  were  given  to  Spain.  This 
accounts  for  Lord  Shelburne's  condescension  in  fixing  our  southern 
limits.  The  people  of  Florida  will,  1  hope,  remove  into  Georgia. 
But  the  Spaniards  will  insist  upon  a  pretended  right  to  an  extent  of 
country  all  along  the  left  shore  of  the  Mississippi.  Not  that  they 
mean  to  occupy  it,  but  because  they  are  afraid  of  neighbors  that 
have  a  spirit  of  liberty.  I  am  sorry  those  people  have  the  Floridas. 
But  as  we  cannot  help  it,  we  must  endeavor  to  frustrate  Lord  Shel- 
burne's views,  which  I  presume  are  bent  upon  a  dispute  between 
Spain  and  the  United  States.  A  day  will  come,  I  hope,  when 
Europeans  will  have  little  to  do  on  the  northern  continent ;  and  God 
grant  it  may  ever  be  for  the  happiness  of  mankind  and  the  propaga- 
tion of  liberty  1 

On  the  perusal  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  I  beg  you  will 
remember  it  is  calculated  to  undergo  the  inspection  of  both  Cabinets 
at  Versailles  and  Madrid,  and  to  be  a  proof  against  the  unfriendly 
connexions  of  a  Spanish  Ministry.  Be  pleased  to  tell  Mr.  Morris 
that  I  remember  his  want  of  money  extends  further  than  occasions 
of  war.  At  the  time  of  my  leaving  France  I  had  been  made  to 
hope,  but  do  not  know  for  the  present  what  has  taken  place.  On 
my  arrival  at  Madrid  I  will  be  very  attentive  to  that  point,  but  shall 
take  care  to  preserve  the  dignity  of  the  L^nited  States,  of  which  I 
have  a  proper  and  exalted  sense. 

In  my  determination  to  go  to  Madrid  I  have  consulted  with  Mr. 
Harrison,  a  gentleman  whose  residence  at  this  place  enables  him  to 
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know  a  great  deal  about  the  Spaniards.  He  has  to  this  moment 
acted  as  a  consul  in  this  place,  so  far,  at  least,  as  to  serve  his  coun- 
trymen and  spend  his  own  money  ;  for  he  has  no  public  character, 
and  what  he  has  done  he  undertook  at  Mr.  Jay's  request.  There 
ouffht,  I  think,  to  be  a  consul  at  this  place ;  and  if  the  appointment 
is  deferred,  several  inconveniences  will  be  laid  upon  the  American 
trade.  There  is  no  gentleman,  exclusive  of  what  his  voluntary 
services  deserve,  who  could  better  fill  the  place  than  Mr.  Harrison  ; 
and  was  I  to  take  the  freedom  to  advise,  I  would  warmly  recommend 
him  for  the  appointment. 

So  far  as  we  know  of  the  Spanish  preliminaries,  they  give  up  their 
claim  upon  having  Gibraltar,  but  keep  Mahon,  and  have  the  two 
Floridas.  The  Islands  of  Providence  are  returned  to  England.  We 
hourly  expect  a  French  courier.  Tobago  excepted,  they  gave  up 
their  conquests  in  the  West  Indies,  and  have  St.  Lucia  again. 
Before  the  vessel  is  gone  I  hope  to  be  more  particular.  As  to  the 
American  preliminaries,  they  have  long  ago  been  sent  to  Phila 
delphia. 

While  I  am  writing,  a  French  courier  is  arrived.  Enclosed  you 
will  find  an  extract  of  the  preliminaries,  such  as  they  are,  sent  to 
me. 

May  I  beg  you  will  please  to  communicate  my  letter  to  General 
Washington  ;  though  it  is  a  public  one  I  may  ask  the  favor  from  you, 
as  I  would  otherwise  have  sent  him  a  copy  of  it. 

With  the  highest  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

LA  FAYETTE. 

P.  S.  I  have  just  received  a  note  from  the  French  Ambassador  at 
Madrid,  whereby  I  find  that  my  letter  had  a  good  effect. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Cadiz,  February  5th,  1783. 

Sir, 

Whatever  despatch  I  make  in  sending  a  vessel,  I  do  not  flatter 

myself  to  apprize  Congress  with  the  news  of  a  general  peace ;  yet 

such  are  my  feelings  on  the  occasion  that  I  cannot  defer  presenting 

them  with  my  congratulations.     Upon  their  knowledge  of  my  heart 
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I  depend  more  than  upon  expressions,  which  are  so  far  inadequate 
lo  my  sentiments.  Our  early  times  1  recollect  with  a  most  pleasing 
sense  of  pride  ;  our  present  ones  make  me  easy  and  happy.  To 
futurity  I  look  forward  in  the  most  delightful  prospects. 

Former  letters  have  acquainted  Congress  that,  upon  my  intending 
to  leave  France,  1  had  been  detained  by  their  Commissioners.  To 
my  letter  of  the  3d  of  December  I  beg  leave  to  refer  them  for  a 
further  account  of  my  conduct. 

Now  the  noble  contest  is  ended,  and  1  heartily  rejoice  at  the 
blessings  of  peace.  Forty-nine  ships-of-the-line  and  twenty  thou- 
sand men  are  now  here,  with  whom  Count  d'Estaing  was  to  join  the 
combined  forces  in  the  West  Indies,  and  during  the  summer  they 
were  to  cooperate  with  our  American  army.  Nay,  it  had  lately 
been  granted  that,  whilst  Count  d'Estaing  acted  elsewhere,  1  should 
enter  the  St.  Lawrence  river  at  the  head  of  a  French  corps.  So  far 
as  respects  me,  I  have  no  regret ;  but,  independent  of  personal 
gratifications,  it  is  known  that  I  ever  was  bent  upon  the  addition  of 
Canada  to  the  United  States. 

On  the  happy  prospect  of  peace  I  had  prepared  to  go  to  America. 
Never  did  an  idea  please  me  so  much  as  the  hope  to  rejoice  with 
those  to  whom  I  have  been  a  companion  in  our  labors ;  but  however 
painful  the  delay,  I  now  must  defer  my  departure.  In  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duty  to  America  no  sacrifice  shall  ever  be  wanting, 
and  when  it  had  pleased  Congress  to  direct  that  their  Ministers 
should  consult  with  me,  it  became  my  first  concern  to  deserve  their 
confidence. 

From  my  letter  to  Mr.  Livingston  an  opinion  may  be  formed  of 
our  situation  in  Spain  ;  my  advice  has  been  called  for,  and  I  have 
given  it;  my  presence  is  requested,  and  instead  of  sailing  for 
America,  I  am  going  to  Madrid,  being  so  far  on  my  way  ;  and  as 
Mr.  Jay  is  in  Paris,  I  think  it  is  better  for  me  to  go  there.  But 
unless  Congress  shall  honor  me  with  their  commands,  I  shall  embark 
in  the  course  of  June,  and  am  eager  for  the  moment  when  I  may 
again  enjoy  the  sight  of  the  American  shores. 

Now,  sir,  our  noble  cause  has  prevailed  ;  our  independence  is 
firmly  settled,  and  American  virtue  enjoys  its  reward.  No  exertions, 
I  hope,  will  now  be  wanting  to  strengthen  the  Federal  Union. 

May  the  States  be  so  bound  to  each  other  as  forever  to  defy 
European  politics.    Upon  that  union  their  consequence,  their  happi- 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  409 

ncss   will   depend.     This   is   the   first  wish  of  a   heart   more  truly- 
American  than  words  can  express. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fee, 

LA  FAYETTE. 


TO  THE  COUNT  DE  FLORIDA  BLANCA. 

Translation. 

Madrid,  February  19th,  1783. 
Sir, 
Having  had  the  honor  to  confer  with  your  Excellency  on  the 
objects  relative  to  the  United  States,  and  being  soon  to  repair  to  the 
American  Congress,  I  wish  to  be  fully  impressed  with  the  result  of 
our  conversations.  Instead  of  the  indifference,  and  even  of  the 
divisions,  which  another  nation  would  be  glad  to  foresee,  I  am  happy 
to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  the  United  States  of  your  good 
dispositions.  It  is  to  you,  sir,  I  am  indebted  for  this  advantage,  and 
in  order  to  make  it  complete,  and  to  make  myself  certain  that  I 
forget  nothing,  give  me  leave  to  submit  to  your  Excellency  the 
account  which  I  intend  to  lay  before  Congress. 

His  Catholic  Majesty  desires  that  a  lasting  confidence  and  harmony 
may  subsist  between  him  and  the  United  States,  and  he  is  determ- 
ined on  his  part  to  do  every  thing  that  will  be  necessary  to  keep  it 
up.  The  American  Charge  (V Affaires  is  at  this  moment  received 
as  such,  and  your  Excellency  is  going  to  treat  of  the  interests  of  the 
two  nations.  As  you  wish  to  show  IVIr.  Jay  every  kind  of  regard, 
you  wait  only  till  the  Count  d'Aranda  shall  have  notified  your  dispo- 
sitions to  him,  before  you  present  Mr.  Carmichael  to  his  Majesty. 

With  respect  to  the  limits,  his  Catholic  Majesty  has  adopted  those 
that  are  determined  by  the  preliminaries  of  the  30th  of  November, 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Court  of  London.  The  fear  of 
raising  an  object  of  dissensions  is  the  only  objection  the  King  has  to 
the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi.  The  Virginia  tobacco 
and  the  naval  stores  may  furnish  matter  for  reciprocal  conventions 
in  the  treaty,  and  by  means  of  the  productions  of  America,  arrange- 
ments might  be  made  which  would  be  useful  to  her  finances.  When 
I  had  the  honor  to  speak  to  you  in  favor  of  a  diminution  of  the 
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duties  on  codfish,  you  answered  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  give 
to  France  a  similar  advantage,  and  that  by  virtue  of  former  treaties 
ihe  English  might  set  up  pretensions  to  the  same ;  but  that  you  will 
do  in  every  respect  all  that  will  be  in  your  power  to  satisfy  America. 

I  would  with  very  great  pleasure  touch  upon  every  detail  which 
may  enter  into  a  connexion  between  Spain  and  the  United  States, 
but  I  am  not  to  be  concerned  in  this  happy  work.  The  Ministers 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  one  whom  you  may  send  thither,  are 
to  make  it  their  business,  and  I  content  myself  with  reminding  you 
of  the  general  ideas  you  have  given  me.  A  word  from  you  will 
satisfy  me  that  I  have  not  omitted  any  thing.  The  dispositions  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  the  candor  of  your  Excellency,  will  leave 
no  pretexts  for  misrepresentations.  The  alliance  of  the  House  of 
Bourbon  with  the  United  States  is  founded  on  reciprocal  interest ; 
it  will  still  acquire  greater  strength  from  the  confidence  which  your 
Excellency  wishes  to  establish. 

Such,  sir,  are  the  conclusions  which  I  have  drawn  from  our 
conferences,  and  the  account  which  I  intend  to  give  to  Congress, 
without  having  any  mission  for  that  purpose.  I  am  acquainted  with 
the  sentiments  of  Congress,  and  I  am  convinced  they  will  set  a  just 
value  upon  your  dispositions.  In  permitting  me  to  acquaint  them 
with  these  particulars,  you  will  have  a  claim  to  my  personal  grati- 
tude. To  the  assurance  of  this  I  join  that  of  the  respect  with  which 
I  have  the  honor,  he,  t  *^  FAYETTE 


COUNT  DE  FLORIDA  BLANCA  TO  M.  DE  LA  FAYETTE. 

Translation. 

Pardo,  February  22d,  1783. 

Sir, 
I  cannot  comply  better  with  your  desire  than  by  asking  your 
leave  to  give  you  here  my  answer.  You  have  perfectly  well  under- 
stood whatever  I  have  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  with 
respect  to  our  dispositions  towards  the  United  States.  I  shall  only 
add,  that  although  it  is  his  Majesty's  intentions  to  abide  for  tlie 
present  by  the  limits  established  by  the  treaty  of  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1782,  between  the  English  and  the  Americans,  yet  the  King 
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intends  to  inform  himself  particularly  whether  it  can  be  in  any  ways 
inconvenient  or  prejudicial  to  settle  that  affair  amicably  with  tlie 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sic, 

COUNT  DE  FLORIDA  BLANCA. 


TO  THE  COUNT  DE  FLORIDA  BLANCA. 

Translation. 

Madrid,  February  22d,  1783. 

On  receiving  the  answer  of  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  I  desired 
an  explanation  respecting  the  addition  that  relates  to  the  limits.  I 
was  answered  that  it  was  a  fixed  principle  to  abide  by  the  limits 
established  by  the  treaty  between  the  English  and  Americans,  that 
his  remarks  related  only  to  mere  unimportant  details  which  he  wished 
to  receive  from  the  Spanish  commandants,  which  would  be  amicably 
regulated,  and  would  by  no  means  oppose  the  general  principle.  I 
asked  him,  before  the  Ambassador  of  France,  whether  he  could  give 
me  his  word  of  honor  for  it.  He  answered  me  he  would,  and  that  I 
might  engage  it  to  the  United  States.  j  »    fa yfttf 


TO  ROBERT  B.  LIVINGSTON. 

Bordeaux,  March  2d,  1783. 
Dear  Sir, 

Upon  the  news  of  a  general  peace,  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to 
you,  and  took  the  liberty  to  address  Congress  in  a  letter  of  which 
the  enclosed  is  a  duplicate.  Those  despatches  have  been  sent  by 
the  Triomphe,  a  French  vessel,  and  by  her  you  will  also  have 
received  a  note  of  the  general  preliminaries. 

The  reasons  of  my  going  from  Cadiz  to  Madrid  being  known  to 
you,  I  shall  only  inform  you  that,  upon  my  arrival  there,  I  waited 
upon  the  King,  and  paid  a  visit  to  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca. 
Independent  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  of  which  you  have  a 
copy,  I  had  very  openly  said  that  I  expected  to  return  with  him  to 
Paris.     So  that,  after  the  first  compliments,  it  was  easy  for  me  to 
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turn  the  conversation  upon  American  affairs.  I  did  it  with  the  more 
advantage,  as  I  had  beforehand  fully  conversed  with  Mr.  Carmichael, 
who  gave  me  his  opinion  upon  every  point,  and  I  was  happy  to  find 
that  it  coincided  with  mine. 

In  the  course  of  our  conversation,  I  could  see  that  American 
independence  gives  some  umbrage  to  the  Spanish  Ministry.  They 
fear  the  loss  of  their  Colonies,  and  the  success  of  our  revolution 
appears  to  be  an  encouragement  to  this  fear.  Upon  this  subject 
their  King  has  odd  notions,  as  he  has  indeed  upon  everything.  The 
reception  of  Mr.  Carmichael  they  wanted  to  procrastinate,  and  yet 
they  knew  it  must  be  done.  In  offering  my  opinion  to  Count  de 
Florida  Blanca,  I  did  it  in  a  very  free  manner.  I  rejected  every 
idea  of  delay.  I  gave  a  description  of  America,  and  of  each  of  the 
States,  of  which  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  appeared  to  know  very 
little.  While  I  abated  their  fears  from  our  quarter,  1  endeavored  to 
awaken  them  upon  other  accounts.  It  is  useless  to  mention  the 
particulars  of  this  conversation,  which  lasted  very  long,  and  which 
he  promised  to  lay  before  the  King.  In  two  days  he  said  he  should 
pay  me  a  visit  at  Madrid.* 

Agreeably  to  the  appointment,  I  waited  for  Count  de  Florida 
Blanca,  and  there,  in  presence  of  the  French  Ambassador,  he  told 
me  that  the  King  had  determined  immediately  to  receive  the  Envoy 
from  the  United  States.  Our  conversation  was  also  very  long,  and 
I  owe  Count  de  Montmorin  the  credit  to  say  that,  not  only  at  that 
time,  but  in  every  instance  where  he  could  operate  on  the  Count 
de  Florida  Blanca  in  our  favor,  he  threw  in  all  the  weight  of  the 
influence  of  France. 

It  was  on  Wednesday  that  I  received  Count  de  Florida  Blanca's 
visit.  In  conformity  with  the  Spanish  style,  he  endeavored  to  delay 
our  affairs.  I  took  the  liberty  to  say  that  on  Saturday  I  must  set 
out,  and  it  was  at  last  fixed  that  on  Friday  Mr.  Carmichael  should 
deliver  his  credentials,  and  on  Saturday  would  be  invited  to  the 
dinner  of  the  foreign  Ministers. 

As  to  more  important  matters,  I  conversed  upon  the  affair  of 
limits,  and  upon  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  to  the  last  of 
which  points  I  found  him  very  repugnant.  I  spoke  upon  the  codfish 
duties.     I  wanted  to  have  a  preference  engaged  for,  in  writing,  upon 

*  The  Court  was  then  at  Pardo. 
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all  bargains  respecting  tobacco  and  naval  stores;  in  a  word,  I  did 
my  best,  and  woidd  have  been  more  particular  in  point  of  money, 
bad  not  the  Minister's  answer  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  do  it  in 
any  other  way  than  such  as  was  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  the 
United  States. 

As  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  was  taking  leave,  I  told  him  that  my 
memory  must  be  somewhat  aided.  I  proposed  writing  to  him,  and 
getting  from  him  an  answer.  To  this  he  first  objected,  but  afterwards 
consented,  saying,  however,  that  his  word  was  as  good  as  his  writing. 
And  as  I  had  been  sometimes  a  little  high-toned  with  him  in  behalf 
of  America,  he  added  that  Spain  was  sincere  in  her  desire  to  form  an 
everlasting  friendship,  but  did  not  act  out  of  fear.  I  had  before 
observed  that  it  was  on  Spain's  account  that  I  wished  for  a  good 
understanding  between  her  and  America. 

The  reading  of  my  letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  will  better 
inform  you  of  the  points  that  have  been  either  wholly  or  partially 
granted.  I  endeavored  to  make  the  best  of  our  conversations,  and 
to  engage  him  as  far  as  I  could.  On  the  other  hand,  I  kept  our  side 
clear  of  any  engagement,  which  it  was  easy  for  me  to  do  in  ray 
private  capacity.  I  did  not  even  go  so  far  as  general  professions. 
But  since  I  had  been  called  there,  I  desired  only  to  induce  him  into 
concessions  that  might  serve  the  purposes  of  Mr.  Jay.  My  letter 
was  delivered  on  Thursday.  The  next  day  I  accompanied  Mr. 
Carmichael,  who  is  much  and  universally  beloved  and  respected  in 
that  country.  On  Saturday,  before  dinner,  1  received  the  answer, 
which,  for  fear  of  ambiguities,  I  had  requested  to  be  given  at  the  end 
of  the  letter.  A  sentence  of  the  answer  I  made  him  explain  before 
the  French  Ambassador.  Herein  are  joined  those  copies,  and  I 
keep  the  original  for  Mr.  Jay,  whose  political  aid-de-camp  I  have 
thus  been.  I  have  of  course  referred  to  him  everything,  and  this 
negociation,  wherein  he  has  exercised  the  virtue  of  patience,  v/ill 
now  require  his  care  and  abilities.  The  Ministers  of  some  Powers, 
Prussia  among  them,  having  asked  me  if  Congress  would  be  willing 
to  make  an  advance  towards  them,  I  have  answered  that  the  United 
States  ought,  in  my  opinion,  not  to  make,  but  to  receive  advances. 

At  the  same  time  I  was  employed  in  conversation  with  Count  de 
Florida  Blanca,  I  did  not  neglect  speaking  upon  the  same  subject 
with  the  other  Ministers.  M.  de  Galvez,  in  whose  department  the 
Indies  are,  appears  much  averse  to  the  English  limit.     He  has,  for 
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the  present,  sent  orders  to  the  Spanish  Governors  to  abide  by  those 
limits,  and  an  official  copy  of  those  orders  has  been  promised  to  me. 
But  M.  de  Galvez  was  of  opinion  that  those  limits  would  not  do.  I 
have  therefore  thought  it  proper,  officially  by  writing,  and  before 
witnesses,  so  effectually  to  bind  them,  that  the  affair  of  limits  cannot 
now  but  be  settled  on  their  side.  Independent  of  their  hand  writing, 
France,  through  her  Ambassador,  is  a  witness  to  the  engagement ; 
and  yet,  being  in  a  private  capacity,  I  took  care  not  to  engage 
America  to  anything. 
I  Never  was  a  man  further  from  a  partiality  for  Spain  than  I  am. 
But  I  think  I  now  have  left  them  in  a  sincere  and  steady  intention 
to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  America.  The  French  party  at  that 
Court  will  be  for  it.  They  labor  under  fits  of  occasional  madness. 
They  have  an  ill-conducted  pride.  It  is  disagreeable  to  treat  with 
them,  and  their  own  interest  does  not  persuade  them  out  of  their 
prejudices.  But  though  they  had  rather  there  were  not  such  a  place 
as  North  America,  they  are  truly  and  earnestly  desirous  to  maintain 
a  good  harmony  and  live  in  friendship  and  neighborly  union  with 
the  United  States.  The  Mississippi  is  the  great  affair.  I  think  it 
is  the  interest  of  America  to  be  well  with  Spain,  at  least  for  many 
years ;  and  particularly  on  account  of  the  French  alliance  ;  so  that 
I  very  much  wish  success  to  Mr.  Jay's  negociations.  I  have  advised 
Mr.  Carmichael  to  continue  his  conferences,  and  I  think  they  will 
be  of  service. 

On  my  arrival  at  this  city,  I  hear  that  Lord  Shelburne  is  out  of 
place,  and  has  been  succeeded  by  Lord  North.  But  I  cannot  give 
it  as  certain.  The  American  flag  has  already  made  its  appearance 
before  the  city  of  London. 

Upon  the  principles  of  an  unbounded  zeal  for  America,  can  I  be 
permitted  to  repeat,  that  every  American  patriot  must  wish  that  the 
Federal  union  between  the  States  may  continue  to  receive  additional 
strength  ?  Upon  that  intimate  national  union  their  happiness  and 
their  consequence  depend. 

Hoping  that  my  voluntary  excursion  to  Madrid  may  have  some- 
what prepared  the  way  to  fulfil  the  intentions  of  Congress,  I  hasten 
to  join  Mr.  Jay,  whose  abilities  will  improve  the  account  I  shall  lay 
before  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  affectionate  regard,  &,c., 

LA  FAYETTE. 
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ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  M.  DK  LA  FAYETTE. 

Philadelphia,  May  1st,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  now  to  acknowledge  your  favor  of  the  5th  of  February,  by 
the  Triomphe,  and  that  of  the  2d  of  March,  from  Bordeaux.  You 
were  the  happy  messenger  of  glad  tidings  on  both  occasions.  Before 
her  arrival  we  had  received  no  account  of  the  signature  of  the 
general  preliminaries,  or  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  You  can 
easily  conceive  the  joyful  reception  it  met  with  here,  where  we 
began  to  be  heartily  tired  of  the  war ;  nor  was  it  less  welcome 
intelligence  to  the  army  than  to  the  other  citizens  of  America. 

The  second  letter,  which  promises  a  happy  settlement  of  all 
differences  with  Spain,  was  flattering  to  those  among  us  who  knew 
the  importance  of  her  friendship,  both  in  a  commercial  and  political 
view.  Congress  feel  themselves  under  great  obligations  to  you,  for 
the  ardor  you  discovered  in  accelerating  this  happy  event ;  and  the 
address  with  which  you  placed  it  in  such  a  train  as  to  make  it 
difficult  for  the  Spanish  Minister  to  go  back  from  his  engagements. 

By  this  conveyance  I  send  our  Ministers  the  ratification  of  the 
provisional  articles.  Carleton  and  Digby  have  sent  out  their  pris- 
oners, and  we  are  making  arrangements  to  send  in  ours.  Congress 
having  determined  on  their  part  to  do  not  only  all  that  good  faith 
may  require,  but  by  this  mark  of  confidence  to  convince  them  that 
they  have  no  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  their  professions.  Our  Min- 
isters will  show  you  the  letters  that  have  passed  between  Carleton 
and  me.  Some  among  us,  from  finding  nothing  yet  done  that  leads 
to  the  evacuation  of  New  York,  have  been  apprehensive  that  the 
British  will  effect  delays  on  that  subject  till  the  Tories  are  satisfied, 
which  I  can  venture  to  tell  you  in  confidence  they  never  will  be, 
unless  the  English  shall  on  their  part  repair  all  the  cruel  losses  they 
have  unnecessarily  occasioned.  I  this  moment  received  a  letter 
from  the  General,  informing  me  that  he  had  proposed  a  personal 
interview  with  Carleton,  in  hopes  of  learning  something  of  his 
intentions  with  respect  to  the  evacuation  ;  but  I  fear  he  will  be 
deceived  in  his  hope,  if  I  may  judge  from  the  debates  of  the  3d  of 
March,  which  prove  that  no  orders  had  then  been  transmitted. 

I  cannot  leave  writing,  without  expressing  how  sincerely  I  agree 
with  you  in  your  wishes  that  unanimity  may  prevail,  and  the  band 
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of  union  aniong  us  be  strengthened  ;  there  is  no  thinking  man  here 
who  does  not  at  the  same  time  feel  the  necessity  and  lament  the 
difficulty  of  effecting  a  measure  on  which  our  happiness  so  greatly 
depends.  Congress  have  made  some  general  arrangements  in  their 
finances,  which,  if  adopted  by  the  several  States,  will  render  our 
national  debt  a  national  tie,  which  time  and  experience  may 
strengthen.  Our  Ministers  will  show  you  those  resolutions ;  I  will 
not  therefore  unnecessarily  burden  Colonel  Ogden  with  them.  For 
general  information  I  refer  you  to  him. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Cliavaniac,  in  the  Province  of  Auvergne, 
July  20th,  1783. 
Sir, 

Having  been  for  some  days  in  the  country,  where  I  am  waiting 
for  the  arrival  of  the  Triomphe,  I  am  honored  with  your  Excel- 
lency's favor  of  the  12th  of  April,  which  I  hasten  to  acknowledge. 
It  is  for  me  a  great  happiness  to  think  that  Congress  have  been 
pleased  to  approve  my  conduct,  and  that  an  early  intelligence  has 
proved  useful  to  our  American  trade.  To  my  great  satisfaction  I 
also  hear  that  my  endeavors  in  Spain  have  been  agreeable  to  Con- 
gress. Upon  my  arrival  in  Paris  I  made  Mr.  Jay  acquainted  with 
my  proceedings.  The  concessions  I  had  obtained  from  the  Spanish 
Court  (without  any  on  our  part)  were  also  put  into  his  hands. 
Since  which  I  could  have  no  more  to  do  in  the  negociations, 
wherein  I  had  taken  the  part  of  a  temporary  volunteer. 

However  repeated  may  have  been  the  marks  of  confidence  which 
Congress  have  conferred  upon  me,  they  ever  fill  my  heart  with  a 
new  satisfaction.  What  you  have  mentioned  respecting  payment 
of  debts,  will  of  course  become  my  first  and  most  interesting  object. 
I  have  warmly  applied  to  the  French  Ministry,  and  will  on  that 
point  solicit  the  confidence  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  American  Com- 
mission. But  upon  hearing  of  an  opportunity,  I  could  not  an 
instant  defer  to  acknowledge  your  Excellency's  letter.  Agreeably 
to  the  last  despatches,  I  am  waiting  for  the  orders  which  I  hope  to 
receive  by  the  Triomphe.     Any  commands   vi'hich  Congress  may 
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have  for  me,  shall  be  cheerfully  executed,  by  one  of  their  earliest 
soldiers,  whose  happiness  it  is  to  think  that  at  a  less  smiling  moment 
he  had  the  honor  to  be  adopted  by  America,  and  whose  blood, 
exertions,  and  affections,  will  in  her  good  times,  as  they  have  been 
in  her  worst,  be  entirely  at  her  service. 

It  appears  Russia  is  determined  upon  a  Turkish  war,  and  should 
they  give  it  up  now,  the  matter  would  only  be  postponed.  What 
part  the  Emperor  is  to  take,  we  cannot  at  present  so  well  determine. 
Whenever  the  way  is  opened  to  me,  I  endeavor  to  do  that  which 
may  prove  agreeable  to  Congress,  and  intend  to  keep  them  acquainted 
with  political  occurrences.  It  is  a  pleasing  idea  for  me  now  to  think 
that  nothing  can  derange  our  glorious  state  of  liberty  and  independ- 
ence. Nothing,  I  say,  for  I  hope  measures  will  be  taken  to  consoli- 
date the  Federal  Union,  and  by  those  means  to  defeat  European 
arts,  and  insure  eternal  tranquillity. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

L.^  FAYETTE. 

P.  S.  Congress  have  no  doubt  received  accurate  accounts  respect- 
ing the  affair  of  free  ports.  On  my  arrival  from  Spain,  I  found  that 
Bayonne  and  Dunkirk  had  been  pitched  upon,  and  I  immediately 
applied  for  L'Orient  and  Marseilles.  L'Orient  is  by  fir  the  most 
convenient  on  the  coast,  and  we  now  have  got  it.  That  being  done, 
I  am  again  applying  for  Bayonne,  which  has  some  advantages,  and 
I  wish  Congress  would  send  orders  to  Mr.  Barclay.  In  the  mean- 
while, the  more  free  ports  we  have  the  better.  This  affair  of  free 
ports,  the  subject  which  Congress  have  recommended,  and  the 
despatches  I  am  directed  to  expect  by  the  Triomphe  will  determine 
the  time  when,  having  no  more  American  business  here,  I  may 
indulge  my  ardent  desire  to  return  to  the  beloved  shores  of  America. 

LA  FAYETTE. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Nantes,  September  7th,  1783. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  the  late  arrangements,  the  French  September 

packet  is  about  to  sail,  and  I  beg  your  Excellency's  leave  to  improve 

that  regular,  speedy,  and    safe  opportunity.      At  the  same  time, 

Vol.  v.— 27 
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Congress  will  receive  a  definitive  treaty.  But  upon  this  point,  since 
I  left  Madrid,  my  services  have  not  been  wanting.  From  our  Com- 
missioners Congress  will,  of  course,  receive  better  information. 
This  one  object  I  must,  however,  mention,  which  respects  American 
debts.  As  soon  as  I  knew  the  wishes  of  Congress,  1  did,  as  I  ever 
shall  in  such  a  case,  earnestly  apply  to  the  French  Ministry  and  the 
American  Commissioners.  But  I  was  answered  that  it  could  not  be 
done,  and  did  not  even  consist  with  the  powers  of  the  British  Min- 
istry. After  which,  and  at  that  time  of  the  negociation,  I  had  no 
means  to  improve  the  hint  I  had  received  from  your  Excellency. 

As  to  mercantile  affairs  in  France,  Mr.  Barclay  will  acquaint 
Congress  with  their  present  situation.  Bayonne  and  Dunkirk  having 
been  pointed  out  as  American  free  ports,  and  the  opinion  of  Con- 
gress not  being  known,  I  took  upon  myself  to  represent  the  harbor 
of  L'Orient  as  preferable  to  either  of  those  abovementioned.  It  has 
lately  been  made  a  free  port ;  and  I  now  wish  the  affair  of  Bayonne 
may  be  again  taken  up.  Those  three  ports,  with  Marseilles,  would 
make  a  very  proper  chain,  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  I  hope  L'Orient 
will  prove  agreeable  to  the  American  merchants. 

There  now  exist  in  this  kingdom  many  obstacles  to  trade,  which  1 
hope,  by  little  and  little,  will  be  eradicated,  and  from  the  great 
national  advantages  of  this  country  over  England,  it  will  of  course 
result  that  a  French  trade,  generally  speaking,  must  prove  more 
beneficial  to  America.  Upon  many  articles  of  American  produce  I 
wish  preference  may  be  obtained  from  this  Government,  and  besides 
commercial  benefits  in  Europe,  your  Excellency  feels  that  West 
India  arrangements  cannot  easily  be  adjusted  with  European  notions 
and  at  the  present  costs.  Upon  those  objects,  Mr.  Barclay  has  had, 
and  again  will  have,  conferences  with  the  Ministers.  Circumstanced 
as  we  now  are,  he  is,  and  the  Commissioners  also  are  of  opinion  that 
my  presence  in  France  may  be  serviceable.  As  he  was  pleased  to 
apply  to  me  on  the  subject,  saying  he  would  mention  the' matter  to 
Congress,  and  as  their  orders  which  I  was  to  expect  have  not  yet 
reached  me,  I  think  it  my  present  duty,  and  it  ever  shall  be  my  rule, 
to  do  that  in  which  I  hope  to  serve  the  United  States. 

Warlike  preparations  are  still  going  on  in  the  eastward.  Imme- 
diately after  she  had  signed  a  commercial  treaty  with  the  Turks,  it 
pleased  the  Empress  of  Russia  to  seize  upon  the  Crimea  under  a 
frivolous  pretence.     Her  armies  are  ready  to  take  the  field,  stores 
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and  troops  have  been  collected  upon  the  borders  of  the  Black  sea, 
and  the  Turks  are  making  immense,  but  I  think  not  very  formidable, 
preparations.  By  our  last  accounts,  the  Austrians  were  gathering 
upon  those  borders,  which  lead  towards  an  invasion  of  Turkish 
Provinces ;  and  it  is  thought  by  many  that  for  fear  of  the  plague, 
the  two  Imperial  Powers  will  prefer  winter  operations.  How  far 
matters  may  be  carried  or  compromised,  cannot  yet  be  well  determ- 
ined. What  part  France,  Prussia,  and  England  will  take,  is  not  yet 
known.    The  Levant  trade  cannot  but  be  interested  in  the  affair. 

In  every  American  concern,  sir,  my  motives  are  so  pure,  my  senti- 
ments so  candid,  my  attachments  so  warm  and  so  long  experienced, 
that  from  me  nothing,  I  hope,  will  appear  intruding  or  improper. 
Upon  many  points  lately  debated,  my  opinions,  if  worth  a  remark, 
are  well  and  generally  known.  But  I  must  frankly  add,  that  the 
effect  which  some  late  transactions  have  upon  European  minds 
cannot  but  make  me  uneasy.  In  the  difficulties  which  a  patriotic 
and  deserving  army  have  met  with,  Europeans  have  been  misled 
to  conceive  a  want  of  public  gratitude.  In  the  opinions  that  have 
from  every  quarter  been  stated,  Europeans  have  also  mistaken 
partial  notions  for  a  want  of  disposition  to  the  Federal  Union ; 
and,  without  that  union,  sir,  the  United  States  cannot  preserve 
that  dignity,  that  vigor,  that  power,  which  insures  the  glory  and 
the  happiness  of  a  great,  Hberal,  and  independent  nation.  Nay,  it 
would  be  ill  fate  to  us,  who  have  worked,  fought,  and  bled  in  this 
cause,  to  see  the  United  States  a  prey  to  the  snares  of  European 
politics.  But  I  am  only  mentioning  the  opinions  of  men  on  this 
side  of  the  water,  and  in  my  heart,  I  hope  every  thing  will  be 
adjusted  to  the  satisfaction  of  that  part  of  the  citizens  who  have 
served  in  the  army,  and  that  other  part  in  the  civil  line,  who,  during 
the  war,  have  sympathised  with  their  troops.  I,  above  every  other 
earthly  wish,  most  fervently  pray  that  the  enemies  of  liberty,  or  such 
as  are  jealous  of  America,  may  not  have  the  pleasure  to  see  us 
deviate  from  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Union.  And  upon  a 
recollection  of  my  introductory  apology,  I  hope  the  observations  I 
humbly  offer  will  be  as  kindly  received  as  they  are  respectfully  and 
affectionately  presented. 

When  it  is  thought  my  presence  here  can  be  dispensed  with,  or 
in  case  the  situation  of  affairs  should  persuade  me  it  were  more  useful 
in  America,  I  will  not  delay  to  join  a  wished-for  and  beloved  land. 
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Any  orders  or  commands  whatever  which  Congress  may  be  pleased 
to  give  me  I  shall  most  cheerfully  obey ;  and  as  every  moment  in 
my  life  is  devoted  to  the  love  and  respect  of  the  United  States,  so 
will  it  ever  be  my  happiness  to  serve  them. 

With  every  sentiment  of  an  affectionate  regard,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  he,  LA  FAYETTE. 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Paris,  December  26th,  1783. 
Sir, 

Having  received  no  commands  from  Congress  by  the  last  packet, 
I  must,  however,  trespass  upon  their  time  to  give  them  a  few  hints 
respecting  American  commerce.  1  have,  of  course,  directed  them 
to  Mr.  Morris  ;  and  although  Dr.  Franklin  (the  other  Ministers 
being  in  England)  will  give  you  political  intelligence,  I  cannot  help 
adding  that,  by  a  refined  piece  of  cunning,  the  King  of  England  has 
got  Mr.  Fox  out  of  the  Ministry.  After  having  entangled  him  by  a 
success  in  the  House  of  Commons,  he  found  means  to  stop  him  short 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  in  consequence  of  which  Mr.  Fox  has  been 
dismissed.  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  last  of  the  Temples  called  in,  and  the 
new  Administration,  (Lord  North  being  also  out,)  necessitates  the 
calling  of  a  new  Parliament. 

The  affairs  between  Russia  and  the  Ottoman  Empire  are  still 
negociating,  and  although,  in  my  opinion,  a  war  cannot  be  much 
deferred  in  that  quarter,  there  is  no  probability  of  its  taking  place  so 
soon  as  next  summer.  The  Emperor  is  in  Italy,  upon  which  some 
say  he  has  also  got  an  eye,  and  there  he  will  meet  with  the  King  of 
Sweden.  There  is  no  change  in  the  French  Ministry  since  M.  de 
Calonne  has  succeeded  to  M.  de  Omillon,  and  Baron  de  Breteuil 
to  M.  Amelot,  both  of  whom  are  more  sensible  than  their  prede- 
cessors. 

Unless  I  have  some  commands  from  Congress  to  execute  in 
Europe,  I  shall  in  the  spring  embark  for  America,  and  present  them 
with  the  personal  homage  of  one  whose  happiness  is  to  feel  himself 
forever  a  zealous  member  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

With  the  utmost  regard  and  affectionate  attachment,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c.,  ^^  FAYETTE. 
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TO  JOHN  JAY,  SECRETARY  OF   FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Mount  Vernon,  November  25th,  1784. 
Dear  Sir, 

Although  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you, 
I  must  beg  leave  to  mention  a  matter  which  has  not  a  little  hurt  my 
feelings.  You  probably  know  that  on  my  way,  passing  through 
New  York,  and  particularly  on  my  visit  to  Albany,  it  was  intimated 
my  presence  at  the  Indian  treaty  would  be  of  some  use  to  the 
public.  At  Fort  Schuyler  I  was  desired  to  speak  to  the  Indians, 
which  I  did,  and  the  Commissioners  had  the  papers  filled  up  with 
their  other  transactions.  But  copies  were  taken,  which  was  thought 
then  a  matter  of  no  consequence.  The  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  St. 
John,  and  the  gazette  that  accompanied  it,  will  show  you  that  from 
the  most  obliging  and  humble  motives  in  the  world,  he  attempted  to 
translate  and  print  such  incorrect  parts  of  the  relation  as  he  had  been 
able  to  come  at.  Had  his  kind  intentions  only  given  him  an  instant 
to  reflect,  he  might  have  seen  the  impropriety  of  that  measure,  but, 
in  the  meanwhile,  it  looks  as  if  it  had  my  consent ;  and  such  devia- 
tion is  it  from  the  manner  in  which  our  servants  of  the  United  States 
ever  did  business,  that  out  of  respect  for  Congress,  for  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  myself,  I  could  not  rest  easy  until  the  matter  should  be 
fully  explained.  Enclosed  is  my  letter  to  the  French  Consul,  which, 
after  you  have  taken  out  such  extracts  as  you  think  proper,  I  beg 
you  will  seal  up  and  send  by  the  bearer.  Indeed,  my  dear  sir,  upon 
your  friendship  I  depend  to  have  this  little  circumstance  officially 
laid  before  Congress,  and  should  these  letters  be  worth  their  reading, 
it  will  be,  I  hope,  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  affair. 

In  the  first  days  of  next  month  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  to  meet 
you  at  Trenton,  and  at  that  time  will  have  the  opportunity  of  con- 
versing with  you  on  several  subjects.  No  answer  from  you  ever 
came  to  hand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  LA  FAYETTE. 


TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Versailles,  February  8th,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
After  thirty  days  passage,  I  was  safely  landed  at  Brest,  and  am 
so  lately  arrived  in  Paris,  that  I  had  better  refer  you  to  your  Minis- 
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terial  intelligence.  In  consequence  of  Austrian  demands  upon  the 
Dutch,  and  the  gun  these  have  fired  at  ,  forty  thousand 

men  were  sent  to  the  Low  Countries  by  the  Emperor,  and  a  second 
division  was  in  motion  the  same  way,  when  France  gave  orders  for 
two  armies  to  be  got  in  readiness,  the  one,  probably,  in  Flanders, 
and  the  other  in  Alsace.  Holland  is  gathering  some  troops,  the 
greater  number  purchased  in  Germany,  and  will  have,  at  the  utmost, 
thirty  thousand  men  in  the  field.  Count  de  Maillebois,  an  old  and 
able  French  general,  has  been  demanded  by  them.  Russia  seems 
friendly  to  the  Emperor ;  and  although  the  Stadtholder  is  a  friend  to 
the  King  of  Prussia,  while  the  patriots  are  wholly  attached  to  France, 
yet  Prussia  will,  no  doubt,  side  in  politics  with  France,  and  ♦'^e 
Stadtholder  will  command  his  own  country's  troops. 

A  grand  plan  is  spoken  of,  whereby  the  Emperor  would  endeavor 
to  obtain  Bavaria,  and,  in  return,  give  the  Low  Countries  to  the 
Palatine  House ;  a  bargain  which  betters  and  increases  the  Imperial 
forces.  Under  these  circumstances,  negociations  cannot  but  be  very 
interesting.  Although  the  freedom  of  Holland  and  the  protection  of 
the  German  Princes  are  very  proper  objects  for  France  to  support, 
yet  a  war  with  the  Emperor  must  be  peculiarly  disagreeable  to  the 
Court.  It  will  certainly  be  avoided,  if  consistent  with  the  liberties  of 
Holland,  with  faith,  and  dignity  ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  I  am  strongly 
of  opinion  that  no  war  will  take  place,  at  least  for  this  year.  The 
appearance  of  things,  however,  is  still  warlike  enough  to  have  made 
it  proper  for  me  to  be  arrived  at  the  time  I  did ;  an  idea,  I  confess, 
the  more  necessary  for  the  situation  of  my  mind,  as  I  most  heartily 
lamented  the  shortness  of  this  visit  to  America,  and  the  obligation  I 
had  been  under  to  give  up  favorite  plans  and  break  off  more  agree- 
able arrangements.  The  officers  of  the  regiments  under  marching 
orders,  colonels  excepted,  have  joined  their  corps.  But  I  hope 
matters  will  be  compromised  ;  and  such,  at  least,  is  my  private 
opinion  ;  but  even  they,  who  know  more  than  I  do  on  the  subject, 
would,  perhaps,  find  it  difficult  to  form  a  precise  one. 

The  Ministers  of  Congress  will,  no  doubt,  inform  you  of  the 
situation  of  their  negociations  in  Europe.  You  will  have  seen  M. 
de  Castine's  compliance  with  engagements.  He  had  taken  a  letter 
to  me,  which  Mr.  Morris  laid  before  Congress.  Nothing  new  was 
granted,  and  although  the  suspended  decisions  about  flour  and  sugars 
were  favorable  to  them,  the  French  merchants  have  complained  of 
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what  has  been  obtained.  In  every  country,  mercantile  prejudices 
wear  off  by  little  and  little. 

I  beg,  iny  dear  sir,  you  will  forgive  the  hurry  in  which  I  write. 
Be  pleased  to  remember  me  to  all  our  friends. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sic,  LA  FAYETTE. 


TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Paris,  March  19th,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  January  the  19th,  and 
am  happy  to  hear  that  Federal  ideas  are  thriving  in  America.  The 
more  I  see,  hear,  and  think  in  Europe,  the  more  I  wish  for  every. 
--,  that  can  ensure  to  the  United  States  dignity,  power,  and 
public  confidence.  Your  three  Ministers  being  in  Paris,  they  will, 
of  course,  acquaint  you  with  the  present  state  of  America,  and  also 
of  European  politics.  Great  Britain  perseveres  in  her  ill-humor. 
Spain  in  her  ill-understood  policy.  On  my  arrival,  I  repeated  what 
I  had  written  ;  namely,  the  idea  of  getting  New  Orleans,  or  at  least 
to  advise  the  Spaniards  to  make  it  a  free  port.  The  former  is 
impossible.  As  to  the  second,  I  had  no  positive  answer,  but  I  am 
sure  my  opinion  was  not  thrown  away.  However,  I  confess  it  is 
difficult  to  make  converts  of  a  Spanish  Cabinet.  You  know  them 
better  than  I  do. 

Negociations  in  Europe  are  still  going  on,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  hope  this  will  be  terminated  without  bloodshed.  Enclosed 
you  will  find  a  declaration,  which  has  been  published  officially  in 
some  measure  in  the  Leyden  Gazette.  Count  de  Maillebois  is  now 
in  Holland,  where  they  are  raising  troops,  and  where  parties  run 
very  high.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  Emperor  had  another  plan  in 
view,  of  which  I  wrote  to  you  in  my  last  letters  ;  it  was  to  exchange 
his  dominions  in  the  Low  Countries  for  the  Electorate  of  Bavaria. 
But,  fortunately  for  all  the  members  of  the  Empire,  the  Duke  of 
Deux  Fonts,  nephew  and  heir  to  the  Elector,  has  firmly  opposed  it. 
A  report  had  been  spread,  that  the  Emperor  had  intended  to  sur- 
prise Maestricht.  But  although  matters  are  not  yet  finally  settled, 
I  am  pretty  certain  there  will  not  be  this  year  any  Dutch  war,  nor 
Bavarian  war,  both  of  which  could  not  fail  to  involve  France.  It 
is,  however,  difficult  to  be  decided  in  an  opinion  upon  a  matter, 
which  the  ideas  of  one  man  may  derange. 
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You  speak  to  me  of  the  introduction  of  flour  in  the  West  Indies. 
My  wishes  and  my  efforts  are  not  unknown  to  you.  But  such 
clamors  have  been  raised  by  the  merchants  against  what  we  lately 
have  obtained,  that  our  efforts  now  must  be  directed  towards  holding 
it  fast.  These  people  are  encouraged  by  the  narrow  politics  of 
England,  who  say  they  have  all  the  trade  of  America.  I  have 
appointed  a  conference  with  the  Due  de  la  Vauguyon,  who  is  setting 
out  for  Spain,  and  I  will  tell  him  every  thing  I  know  respecting  the 
Mississippi. 

Your  Ministers  will  probably  write  to  you  respecting  the  Algerine 
business.  What  information  I  can  collect  will  be  presented  to 
them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  LA  FAYETTE. 


TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Paris,  May  lllh,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

This  opportunity  being  very  safe,  Congress  wil!  \rave  been  fully 
informed  by  their  Minister  and  the  bearer,  Mr.  John  Adams's  son, 
who  is  himself  very  well  fit  to  give  them  proper  intelligence. 

The  appearances  of  a  war  are  more  and  more  remote.  Politicians 
do,  however,  look  towards  the  Ottoman  Empire.  The  Emperor  is 
restless  ;  the  Empress  of  Russia  is  ambitious  ;  the  King  of  Prussia 
is  old ;  a  King  of  the  Romans  is  to  be  elected  ;  an  arrangement  for 
Bavaria,  a  reason  or  a  pretence,  an  interest  or  a  whim,  might  set 
fire  to  combustible  matters  ;  but  it  is  not  expected  for  the  present. 

As  it  seems  to  me  that  favors  granted  to  American  importations 
are  one  of  the  best  services  that  can  be  rendered  to  American  trade, 
I  wish  it  had  been  possible  to  obtain  a  total  abolition  of  duties  upon 
whale  oil.  But  in  this  moment  Government  are  taken  up  with  a 
scheme  to  revive  that  fishery  in  France.  It  was  therefore  necessary 
to  follow  a  round-about  course,  and  Mr.  Adams  is  charged  with 
some  private  proposals  which  may  be  advantageous. 

In  a  few  days  I  intend  visiting  Nismes,  Montpellier,  and  Rochelle, 
which  are  manufacturing  and  trading  towns.  I  hope  my  little  jour- 
ney may  not  be  quite  useless.  After  which  I  shall  go  to  Berlin  and 
Silesia,  to  Vienna  and  Bohemia,  where  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the 
Emperor,  at  several  periods  of  the  summer,  have  grand  manoeuvres 
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executed  by  their  troops.  Should  I  in  those  visits  find  the  least 
opportunity  to  gratify  my  zeal  for  the  United  States,  I  should  think 
myself  more  happy  than  I  can  expect,  and  as  much  so  as  your 
patriotic  heart  can  feel. 

With  the  most  sincere  regard  and  affection,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c.,  L^  FAYETTE. 


TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Vienna,  September  6th,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  enclosed  is  a  memorial  in  behalf  of  M.  d'Argaynarats,  which 
has  been  recommended  to  me  by  persons  of  the  most  respectable 
character.  It  seems  M.  d'Argaynarats's  situation  is  very  particular, 
and  the  distress  of  himself  and  family  very  urgent.  As,  in  the 
number  of  petitions  that  may  be  received,  it  is  not  possible  for 
Congress  to  be  acquainted  with  the  family  affairs  of  indivi(iuals,  I 
hope  it  is  not  improper  for  me  to  lay  before  them  this  particular 
case ;  and  while  it  is  officially  presented  by  others,  not  to  withhold 
my  certificate  of  the  accounts  which  respectable  characters  have 
given  me  about  M.  d'Argaynarats's  present  distresses. 

VVitli  the  highest  and  most  affectionate  regard,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c.,  LA  FAYETTE. 


TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Paris,  February  11th,  1786. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  not  for  a  long  time  had  the  honor  to  address  you,  either  in 
public  or  private  letters.  This  has  been  owing  to  a  tour  I  made 
through  several  parts  of  Europe,  and  to  a  derangement  in  the 
packets  which,  to  my  great  concern,  I  found  to  have  taken  place 
during  my  absence. 

In  the  course  of  a  journey  to  Prussia,  Silesia,  the  Austrian 
dominions,  and  back  again  to  Berlin,  I  could  not  but  have  many 
opportunities  to  improve  myself  by  the  inspection  of  famous  fields  of 
battle,  tlie  conversation  of  the  greatest  Generals,  and  the  sight  of 
excellent  troops — those  of  Prussia  particularly  exceeding  my  expect- 
ations.    I  had  occasions  not  less  numerous  to  lament  the  folly  of 
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nations  who  can  bear  a  despotic  Government,  and  to  pay  a  new 
tribute  of  respect  and  attachment  to  the  constitutional  principles  we 
had  the  happiness  to  establish.  Wherever  I  went,  America  was  of 
course  a  topic  in  the  conversation.  Her  efforts  during  the  contest 
are  universally  admired  ;  and  in  the  transactions  which  have  so  glori- 
ously taken  place,  there  is  a  large  field  of  enthusiasm  for  the  soldier, 
of  wonder  and  applause  for  the  politician  ;  and  to  the  philosopher 
and  the  philanthropist  they  are  a  matter  of  unspeakable  delight,  and 
I  could  say  of  admiration.  Those  sentiments  I  had  the  pleasure  to 
find  generally  diffused.  But  to  my  great  sorrow,  (and  I  will  the 
more  candidly  tell  it  in  this  letter,  as  it  can  hurt  none  more  than  it 
hurts  myself,)  I  did  not  find  that  every  remark  equally  turned  to  the 
advantage  of  my  pride,  and  of  that  satisfaction  I  feel  in  the  admira- 
tion of  the  world  for  the  United  States. 

In  countries  so  far  distant,  under  constitutions  so  foreign  to 
republican  notions,  the  affairs  of  America  cannot  be  thoroughly 
understood,  and  such  inconveniences  as  we  lament  ourselves  are 
greatly  exaggerated  by  her  enemies.  It  would  require  almost  a 
volume  to  relate  how  many  mistaken  ideas  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
set  to  rights.  And  it  has  been  painful  for  me  to  hear,  it  is  now 
disagreeable  to  mention,  the  bad  effect  which  the  want  of  federal 
union,  and  of  effective  arrangements  for  the  finances  and  commerce 
of  a  general  establishment  of  militia,  have  had  on  the  minds  of 
European  nations.  It  is  foolishly  thought  by  some  that  democratical 
constitutions  will  not,  cannot  last,  that  the  States  will  quarrel  with 
each  other,  that  a  King,  or  at  least  a  nobility,  are  indispensable  for 
the  prosperity  of  a  nation.  But  I  would  not  attend  to  those  absurd- 
ities, as  they  are  answered  by  the  smallest  particle  of  unprejudiced 
common  sense,  and  will,  I  trust,  be  forever  destroyed  by  the  example 
of  America.  But  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  feel  so  much  uncon- 
cerned when  those  points  were  insisted  upon  for  which  I  could  not 
but  acknowledge  within  myself  there  was  some  ground,  although  it 
was  so  unfairly  broached  upon  by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  an  object  with  the  European  Governments  to  check  and 
discourage  the  spirit  of  emigration,  which,  I  hope,  will  increase 
among  the  Germans  with  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  situation 
of  America.  And  while  I  was  enjoying  the  admiration  and  respect 
of  those  parts  of  the  world  for  the  character  of  the  United  States ; 
while  I  was  obliged  to  hear  some  remarks  which,  although  they  were 
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exaggerated,  did  not  seem  to  me  quite  destitute  of  a  foundation,  I 
heartily  addressed  my  prayers  to  Heaven  that,  by  her  known  wisdom, 
patriotism,  and  liberality  of  principles,  as  well  as  firmness  of  conduct, 
America  may  preserve  the  consequence  she  has  so  well  acquired, 
and  continue  to  command  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

What  I  now  have  the  honor  to  write  is  the  result  of  conversations 
with  the  principal  characters  in  the  countries  I  have  visited ;  and 
particularly  the  Austrian  and  Prussian  Ministers,  the  Emperor,  Duke 
of  Brunswick,  Prince  Henry,  a  man  equally  great  and  virtuous,  the 
Prince  Royal,  and  the  King  of  Prussia.  With  the  last  I  have  often 
dined  in  the  company  of  the  Duke  of  York,  second  son  to  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  when  American  affairs  past  and  present  were 
brought  on  the  carpet,  and  sometimes  in  a  manner  not  a  little 
embarrassing  for  an  English  Prince.  My  stay  at  Vienna  was  short, 
but  I  had  a  very  long  conference  with  the  Emperor,  in  which  we 
spoke  much  of  the  American  trade,  and  I  found  he  had  imbibed 
British  prejudices.  The  next  day  Prince  de  Kaunitz  introduced  the 
same  subject  to  me,  and  expressed  some  astonishment  that  the 
United  States  did  not  make  advances  towards  the  Emperor.  I 
answered,  advances  had  been  made  formerly,  and  more  than  were 
necessary  on  the  part  of  America,  whom  there  was  as  much  occasion 
to  court  as  for  her  to  seek  for  alliances.  But  that  my  attachment  to 
his  Imperial  Majesty  made  me  wish  he  would  address,  on  that 
business,  the  Ministers  of  Congress  now  at  Paris  and  London,  through 
the  medium  of  his  Ambassadors.  I  added  that  the  best  measure  to 
be  taken  immediately  was  to  open  the  Italian  ports  to  American  fish. 
But  I  do  not  think  the  United  States  will  ever  find  a  very  extensive 
commercial  benefit  in  her  treaties  with  that  Court. 

In  everything  that  concerns  France,  my  respected  friend,  Mr. 
Jefferson,  will  give  you  sufficient  information.  The  affair  of  Ameri- 
can commerce  wears  a  better  prospect  than  it  has  hitherto  done ;  so 
far,  at  least,  that  a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  hear  what  we 
have  to  say  on  the  trade  between  this  kingdom  and  the  United 
States. 

The  King  of  Prussia  is  very  unwell,  and  cannot  live  many  months. 
His  nephew  is  an  honest,  firm  military  man.  From  the  Emperor's 
temper  a  war  could  be  feared.  But  our  system  is  so  pacific,  and  it 
will  be  so  difficult  for  England  to  involve  us  in  a  quarrel  without 
acting  a  part  which  she  has  no  interest  to  do,  that  I  do  not  think  the 
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tranquillity  of  Europe  will  be  deranged.  Holland  is  checking  Stadt- 
holderian  influence,  but  no  further.  The  King  of  Naples  and  his 
father  are  quarrelling  on  account  of  a  Minister  leaning  to  the  House 
of  Bourbon,  and  devoted  to  other  Powers,  whom  the  son  wants  to 
keep.  I  had  lately  an  opportunity  to  know  that  the  last  revolt  in 
Peru  has  lost  a  hundred  thousand  lives  ;  but  from  the  same  account 
I  find  that  those  people  are  far  remote  from  the  ideas  which  lead  to 
a  sensible  revolution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  LA  FAYETTE. 


TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Paris,  October  28th,  1786. 

Dear  Sir, 

Owing  to  several  circumstances,  and  particularly  to  a  journey  I 
have  made  through  some  garrison  towns,  your  favor  of  June  the  16th 
has  reached  me  very  late.  Tiiat  there  should  remain  the  least  doubt 
with  IM.  Gardoqui  respecting  the  adoption  of  the  English  limits,  is  a 
matter  of  amazdment  to  me.  Tlie  original  letter  having  been  sent, 
I  herewith  enclose  a  copy,  with  a  few  observations.  I  think  its 
presentation  to  M.  Gardoqui  will  the  better  convince  him,  as  he 
knows  Count  de  Florida  Blanca's  respect  for  his  own  word  of  honor. 
And  may  I  be  allowed  to  add  that  the  more  this  letter  is  known,  the 
better  it  will  impress  the  public  with  ideas  favorable  to  the  Spaniards, 
and  the  Spaniards,  with  a  sense  of  engagements,  which  men  of  honor 
cannot  trifle  with.* 

As  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  you  know  better  than  1 
what  are  the  strong  prejudices  of  that  Court  against  it.  But  we 
both  know  equally  well  that  in  a  little  time  we  must  have  the 
navigation  one  way  or  other,  which  I  hope  Spain  may  at  last 
understand. 

It  has  been  said  in  some  newspapers  that  the  Floridas  should  be 
given  up  to  France.  But  nothing  has  come  to  our  knowledge  which 
gives  the  least  ground  for  an  idea  of  that  kind.  As  Mr.  Jefferson 
sends  you  a  letter  relative  to  commerce,  which  improves  the  condition 
of  the  treaty  with  England,  whereby  she  has  no  claims  on  the  favors 
enjoyed  by  the  United  States,  although  she  is  to  be  treated  like  the 

*See  these  letters  to  and  from  Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  above,  pp.  409,  410,  411. 
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Other  most  favored  nations,  and  as  M.  Dumas  is  writing  on  Dutch 
affairs,  I  will  only  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  appointment  of 
the  convention  has  had  already  a  good  effect  in  Europe,  and  that 
great  benefit  will  be  derived  on  this  side  of  the  water  also,  from  the 
commercial  and  federal  measures,  which  it  is  my  happiness  to  hear 
are  now  under  consideration. 

Although  there  may  be  a  diversity  of  opinions  whether  a  peace 
must  be  purchased  at  any  rate  from  the  Barbary  Powers  ;  or  a  war 
must  be  carried  on  against  them  until  they  come  to  proper  terms, 
there  can  in  no  mind  be  any  doubt  about  the  advantages  of  a  third 
measure,  which  is  a  confederacy  of  six  or  seven  Powers,  each  of 
them  giving  a  small  quota,  and  the  reunion  of  which  would  ensure  a 
constant  and  sufficient  cruise  against  those  pirates,  and  after  they  are 
brought  to  terms,  would  guard  against  the  breaking  of  a  peace  which 
the  Powers  would  mutually  guaranty  to  each  other.  Portugal, 
Tuscany,  Naples,  Venice,  and  Genoa,  are  now  at  war  with  those 
regencies.  I  would  like  at  the  same  time  to  have  the  armament  so 
managed  as  to  use  American  flour,  fish,  and  naval  stores.  This  plan 
is  not  as  yet  very  well  digested  in  my  head,  but  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  empowering  their  Ministers  to 
stipulate  for  such  an  arrangement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  LA  FAYETTE. 

P.  S.  In  case  Congress  have  no  particular  orders  for  me,  (in 
which  case  I  should  be  most  happy  to  wait  on  them,  either  as  a 
soldier  in  their  armies,  or  in  any  other  manner,)  I  may  perhaps 
accept  the  invitation  of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  to  be  presented  to 
her  next  spring  in  her  new  dominions  of  Crimea,  which  excite  my 
curiosity.  Should  any  thing  turn  out  that  may  employ  me  as  a 
servant  of  the  United  States,  I  hope  they  know  my  zeal. 


TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Paris,  February  7th,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 
This  letter  goes  in  the  first  packet  from  Havre,  a  change  advanta- 
geous both  to  passengers  and  correspondents,  and  through  the  hands 
of  Colonel  Franks,  whose  good  conduct  at  Morocco  has  entitled  him 
to  a  share  of  that  respect  which  has  been  deservedly  paid  to  the 
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American  Embassy.  Mr.  Barclay's  refusal  of  the  presents  has  been 
a  matter  of  wonder  to  every  African,  and  I  dare  say  to  some  Euro- 
peans, whose  accounts  do  full  justice  to  him. 

To  Mr.  Jefferson's  despatches  I  refer  for  useful  intelligence.  Tire 
affairs  of  Holland  do  not  make  a  progress  towards  conciliation.  It 
seems  that  the  King  of  Prussia  will  not  find  himself  the  better  for 
counteracting  in  many  points  the  line  of  conduct  of  his  deceased 
uncle.  A  treaty  of  commerce  is  signed  between  France  and  Russia. 
The  Empress  has  set  out  on  her  journey  towards  Crimea.  She  had 
permitted  my  waiting  on  her,  but  I  am  detained  by  the  Assembly  of 
Notables,  an  event  not  very  common,  neither  expected,  which  does 
honor  to  the  King  and  his  Ministry,  and  will,  I  trust,  be  productive 
of  public  good. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  send  copies  of  my  old  correspondence 
with  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca.  The  enclosed  one  will  supply 
any  accident  that  may  have  befallen  the  others.  We  are  told  that 
the  unhappy  disturbances  in  New  England  have  subsided.  To  us 
they  do  not  appear  so  dangerous  as  to  Europeans  ;  but  sufficiently  so 
to  give  us  a  great  deal  of  concern.  May  all  Americans  know  the 
blessings  of  their  own  constitutions,  and  from  comparison  judge  that 
if  they  are  to  correct,  it  would  be  madness  in  them  to  destroy. 

I  hope  the  Convention  at  Philadelphia  will  answer  the  essential 
and  urgent  purposes  of  the  Confederation,  commerce,  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  uniform  and  republican  militia.  Each  State  has  within 
itself  the  means  fully  sufficient  to  set  right  the  opinions  of  mistaken 
citizens,  and  those  means  seem  to  me  principally  founded  on  the 
good  sense,  knowledge,  and  patriotic  liberality  of  the  people.  Every 
wrong  measure  of  theirs  would  hurt,  not  only  the  consequence  of  the 
United  States,  but  also  the  cause  of  liberty  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

With  the  most  sincere  regard  and  attachment,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c.,  LA  FAYETTE. 


TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Paris,  May  3d,  1787. 


My  dear  Sir, 

Had  1  been  sooner  acquainted  with  Mr.  Forrest's  departure  I 
would  have  given  you  more  particular  accounts  of  the  latter  part  of 
our  session,  but  have  only  time  to  enclose  the  speeches  that  were 
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made  by  the  heads  of  the  several  departments.  Not  that  such 
etiquette  speeches  are  in  any  way  interesting  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  but  because  you  will  in  the  same  book  find  that  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Toulouse,  wherein  he  gives  the  King's  answer  to  the 
several  demands  of  the  Bureau.  You  will  see  that  if  the  madness 
and  corruption  of  the  late  Administration  have  laid  us  under  a  neces- 
sity to  acknowledge  that,  after  all  other  means  would  be  exhausted, 
taxes  must  be  employed  to  fill  up  the  vacancy,  yet  we  have  gained 
not  a  little  by  the  convocation  of  the  Assembly.  A  more  equal 
repartition  of  taxes,  including  the  clergy,  who  hitherto  had  escaped 
them,  and  the  powerful  ones  among  the  noblesse,  who  were  not  very 
exact ;  Provincial  Assemblies  on  an  elective  principle,  which  by-the- 
by  are  big  with  happy,  very  happy  consequences,  that  will  come 
to  light  as  we  go  on  ;  economics  to  the  amount  of  forty  millions  at 
least ;  the  destruction  of  interior  custom-houses  ;  a  modification  of 
the  Gabelle  ;  an  annual  publication  of  the  account  of  the  finances  ; 
the  printing  of  all  pensions,  gifts,  &tc. ;  more  proper  arrangements 
within  some  departments;  and  a  more  general  instruction,  habit  of 
thinking  on  public  affairs,  &;c.,  he,  are  the  good  effects  of  this 
Assembly,  which,  although  it  was  not  national,  since  we  were  not 
representatives,  behaved  with  great  propriety  and  patriotism. 

On  the  last  day  of  our  session,  I  had  the  happiness  to  carry  two 
motions  in  my  Bureau  which  were,  I  may  almost  say,  unanimously 
agreed  to ;  the  one  in  favor  of  the  Protestant  citizens  of  France, 
the  other  for  an  examination  of  the  laws,  particularly  the  criminal 
ones.  Enclosed  is  the  resolve  framed  by  the  Bureau,  which  Count 
D'Artois,  our  President,  presented  to  the  King,  and  was  graciously 
received.  I  was  the  more  pleased  with  it,  as  some  step  of  the  kind, 
with  respect  to  the  Protestants,  that  had  been  tried  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Paris,  had  not  the  proper  success.  So  far  are  we  from 
religious  freedom,  that  even  in  asking  for  tolerance,  we  must  measure 
our  expressions.  I  was  more  liberally  supported  by  a  learned  and 
virtuous  prelate,  the  Bishop  of  Langres,  who  spoke  admirably  on 
the  religious  motion  I  had  introduced.  You  will  see  that  the  Bureau 
clogged  it  with  many  compliments  to  the  Roman  creed  to  appease 
the  priests  and  devotees. 

I  cannot  express  to  you,  my  dear  sir,  what  my  feelings  have  been 
whenever  the  unpaid  interest  of  the  American  debt  has  been  spoken 
of  in  the  examination  of  the  accounts.     May  the  Convention  be  the 
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happy  epocha  of  federal,  energetic,  patriotic  measures!  May  the 
friends  of  America  rejoice!  May  her  enemies  be  humbled,  and  her 
censors  silenced  at  the  news  of  her  noble  exertions  in  continuance 
of  those  principles,  which  have  placed  her  so  high  in  the  annals  of 
history,  and  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

The  Archbishop  of  Toulouse  is  the  ablest  and  one  of  the  most 
honest  men  that  could  be  put  at  the  head  of  Administration.  He 
will  be  the  prime  influencer  in  every  thing,  and  we  may  depend 
upon  him  as  a  man  equally  enlightened  and  liberal. 

I  beg  you  will  present  my  respectful  compliments  and  those  of 
Madame  de  la  Fayette  to  Mrs.  Jay.  Remember  me  to  General 
Knox,  Colonel  Hamilton,  Colonel  Wadsworth,  the  Chancellor,  Mr. 
Madison,  Doctor  Cochran,  the  Governor,  in  a  word,  to  all  friends. 

Please  send  the  enclosed  printed  speeches  and  copied  resolves 
of  the  Bureau  to  Mr.  Otho,  who  must  be  very  desirous  of  getting 
them. 

Most  respectfully  and  affectionately  yours, 

LA  FAYETTE. 


TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Paris,  October  15th,  1787. 
Sir, 

The  present  state  of  politics  having  been  laid  before  Congress,  1 
shall  the  less  intrude  on  their  time  with  repetitions,  as  the  late  trans- 
actions in  Holland  have  nothing  pleasing  to  dwell  upon.  That  the 
Republican  party  have  been  disunited  in  many  respects,  and  blinded 
in  the  choice  of  a  General,  that  our  Cabinet  have  been  treacherously 
deceived,  are  true  but  insufficient  apologies.  The  Ottomans,  roused 
by  England,  will  probably  pay  for  their  folly  with  one  half  of  their 
Empire.  It  now  lies  with  England  whether  a  maritime  war  is  to 
break  out,  which  must  involve  the  Continent,  and  connect  France 
with  the  two  Imperial  Courts.  France  is  sincere  in  her  politics  and 
moderate  in  her  pretensions,  as  it  is  the  ardent  wish  of  the  King, 
Ministers,  and  nation,  to  devote  themselves  to  internal  improvements. 
But  the  affairs  of  Holland,  those, in  the  east,  the  giddiness  of  the 
King  of  Prussia's  head,  and  British  rancor  for  the  assistance  given 
to  America,  are  causes  of  war,  which,  notwithstanding  the  disposi- 
tion of  this  Ministry,  may  probably  be  blown  up  in  Great  Britain. 

It  is  natural  for  a  citizen  and  servant  of  the  United  States  to 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE,  433 

consider  what  effect  a  maritime  war  would  have  upon  them  ;  and  I 
am  happy  to  find  in  their  indulgence  and  long  experienced  confi- 
dence, every  encouragement  to  offer  my  opinion. 

A  cooperation  against  a  proud  and  rancorous  enemy  would  equally 
please  my  politics  as  a  Frenchman,  my  feelings  as  an  American,  my 
views  as  an  individual.  I  was  nine  years  ago  honored  with  the 
choice  of  Congress  to  command  an  army  into  Canada,  and  never 
have  I  ceased  to  enjoy  the  prospect  of  its  enfranchisement.  A 
successful  war,  too,  might  divide  the  fisheries  between  France  and 
America.  But  are  not  the  United  States  so  circumstanced  for  the 
present  as  to  render  a  war  too  expensive  for  them  and  too  dangerous 
to  their  commerce  ? 

Convinced  as  I  am  that  it  is  the  case,  I  think  myself  bound  in 
duty  and  love  for  them,  not  to  indulge  my  ambition  further  than  a 
neutrality  useful  to  them  and  favorable  to  their  allies.  Every 
American  harbor  will  offer  a  shelter  for  the  French  ships,  a  market 
for  their  prizes,  and  all  the  conveniences  of  repair  and  victualling  ; 
all  which  being  consistent  with  treaties  gives  no  ground  of  complaint. 
Although  the  trade  is  going  on  between  England  and  America,  it 
does  not  hinder  the  French  Colonies  from  being  supplied  with  all 
their  wants.  Privateering  itself,  if  under  French  colors,  does  no 
harm ;  and  so  may  the  United  States  enrich  themselves  with  a  free 
trade  with  both  nations,  at  the  same  time  that  they  maintain  their 
own  tranquillity  and  help  their  allies.  And  should  they  be  forced 
into  a  war,  I  would  wish  at  least  it  was  delayed  as  long  as  possible, 
and  postponed  for  obvious  reasons  to  the  last  campaign. 

It  is  to  be  confessed  that  France  might  lay  some  claims  on  more 
decisive  measures,  but  sensible  as  she  is  of  the  unavoidable  situation 
of  affairs  in  America,  I  have  reasons  to  believe  she  would  not  hurry 
her  into  a  war,  and  will  be  satisfied  with  such  a  friendly,  helping 
neutrality. 

But  I  consider  the  present  time  as  a  proper  one  to  obtain  the 
restoration  of  the  forts,  and  perhaps  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
two  points  to  which  I  confess  I  could  never  submit  to  the  idea  of 
giving  up.  The  one  is  ours*  by  the  laws  of  nations,  the  other  by 
the  laws  of  nature ;  and  may  I  be  permitted  to  add,   that   either 


*  It  must  be  remembered  that  in  these  letters  General  La  Fayette  always  speaks 
of  himself  as  an  American. 
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concession  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  character  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Jefferson  gives  an  account  of  the  measure  taken  respecting 
the  commerce  between  this  kingdom  and  America.  I  wish  that 
affair  had  been  terminated  in  time  for  the  departure  of  Count  de 
Mourtier,  a  gentleman  whose  personal  character  will,  I  trust,  deserve 
the  confidence  and  approbation  of  Congress. 

We  are  anxiously  waiting  for  the  result  of  the  convention  at 
Philadelphia  as  an  event  which,  being  engrafted  in  the  present 
dispositions  of  the  people,  will  probably  add  a  lustre  and  a  proper 
weight  to  the  affairs  of  America  in  Europe ;  and  while  it  insures 
internal  happiness  and  prosperity,  will  baffle  the  insidious  wishes, 
and  annhilate  the  absurd  reports  of  her  enemies. 

The  next  month  is  the  appointed  time  for  the  sessions  of  all 
Provincial  Assemblies,  an  establishment  which  will  be  productive  of 
the  best  consequences. 

The  liberty  I  have  taken  in  expressing  my  opinion  on  an  event 
not  certain,  but  not  improbable,  cannot  be  referred,  I  am  sure,  to 
any  principles  of  vanity  or  self-sufficiency ;  but  to  the  gratitude  so 
well  grounded,  and  the  zeal  which  shall  ever  rank  me  among  the 
most  devoted  servants  of  the  United  States. 

With  every  sentiment  of  personal  attachment  and  regard,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &,c.,  j^^  FAYETTE 
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As  early  as  September  27th,  1779,  John  Adams  was  appointed  by  Congress 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  for  negociating  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  with  Great 
Britain,  whenever  that  Power  should  be  prepared  to  acknowledge  the  independence 
of  the  United  States,  and  enter  into  a  treaty.  Mr.  Adams  went  to  Europe  on  this 
mission;  but  as  no  opportunity  occurred  for  putting  it  into  execution,  he  received 
another  appointment  as  Minister  to  Holland. 

Mean  time  Congress,  on  the  14th  of  June,  1781,  annulled  Mr.  Adams's  first 
commission  for  negociating  a  treaty,  and  associated  with  him  four  other  persons 
for  this  purpose,  namely,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay,  Henry  Laurens,  and 
Thomas  Jefferson.  To  these  five  Commissioners,  or  to  a  majority  of  them,  or 
any  one  of  them  alone  in  case  accident  prevented  the  presence  of  the  others,  was 
assigned  the  power  of  making  a  treaty  of  peace  with  such  Commissioners  as  should 
be  appointed  for  the  same  object  on  the  part  of  the  English  Court.  Richard 
Oswald  was  the  British  Commissioner.  He  went  to  Paris  in  the  spring  of  1782, 
and  commenced  the  negociation  with  Dr.  Franklin,  who  was  then  the  only  one  of 
the  American  Commissioners  present.  Mr.  Jay  arrived  in  Paris  from  Spain  on  the 
23d  of  June,  and  united  with  Dr.  Franklin  in  the  labors  of  the  mission.  As  Mr. 
Adams  was  then  employed  in  completing  a  treaty  with  Holland,  he  did  not  join  his 
colleagues  till  near  the  end  of  October.  The  provisional  articles  were  signed  on  the 
30th  of  November.  Mr.  Laurens  was  present  at  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  having 
arrived  only  two  days  previous  to  that  event.  Mr.  Jefferson  did  not  engage  in  the 
mission. 

Adams,  Franklin,  and  Jay  remained  in  Paris  after  the  signature  of  the  prelim- 
inary articles,  as  Commissioners  for  making  a  definitive  treaty.  The  English 
Government  sent  David  Hartley  to  Paris  for  the  same  purpose.  Many  proposi- 
tions passed  between  the  Commissioners  of  the  respective  countries;  but  after  ten 
months'  fruitless  discussion,  the  definitive  treaty  was  signed  in  the  exact  words  of 
the  provisional  articles  on  the  3d  of  September,  1783. 

As  the  Commissioners  corresponded  singly  with  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs 
and  the  President  of  Congress  during  the  whole  period  of  the  negociation,  they 
wrote  but  few  letters  in  concert.  The  records  of  the  Commissioners,  kept  by  their 
Secretary,  have  also  been  lost.  Nearly  all  the  papers  which  have  much  value  have 
been  found  and  arranged  for  the  present  publication,  but  there  are  yet  some 
deficiencies.  The  history  of  the  negociation  can  only  be  understood  by  reading 
carefully,  in  connexion  with  these  papers  and  letters,  the  correspondence  of  each 
of  the  Commissioners  during  the  same  period. 
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COMMISSION  TO  TREAT  OF  PEACE. 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  to  all  to 
whom  these  presents  shall  come,  send  greeting. 

Whereas  these  United  States,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  hostilities  between  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  these 
United  States  on  the  one  part,  and  his  Britannic  Majesty  on  the 
other,  and  of  terminating  the  same  by  a  peace  founded  on  such  solid 
and  equitable  principles  as  reasonably  to  promise  a  permanency  of 
the  blessings  of  tranquillity,  did  heretofore  appoint  the  honorable 
John  Adams,  late  a  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  of  America 
at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  late  Delegate  in  Congress  from  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  said  State,  their  Minister 
Plenipotentiary,  with  full  powers,  general  and  special,  to  act  in  that 
quality,  to  confer,  treat,  agree,  and  conclude  with  the  Ambassadors 
or  Plenipotentiaries  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  and  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  and  those  of  any  other  Princes  or  States  whom 
it  might  concern,  relating  to  the  reestablishment  of  peace  and  friend- 
ship ;  and  whereas  the  flames  of  war  have  since  that  time  been 
extended,  and  other  nations  and  States  are  involved  therein. 

Now  know  ye  that  we,  still  continuing  earnestly  desirous,  as  far 
as  it  depends  upon  us,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  eftlision  of  blood,  and  to 
convince  the  Powers  of  Europe  that  we  wish  for  nothing  more 
ardently  than  to  terminate  the  war  by  a  safe  and  honorable  peace, 
have  thought  proper  to  renew  the  powers  formerly  given  to  the  said 
John  Adams,  and  to  join  four  other  persons  in  commission  with  him, 
and  having  full  confidence  in  the  integrity,  prudence,  and  ability  of 
439 
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the  honorable  Benjamin  Frankhn,  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the 
Court  of  Versailles,  and  the  honorable  John  Jay,  late  President  of 
Congress,  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  our 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  and  the  honorable 
Henry  Laurens,  formerly  President  of  Congress,  and  commissioned 
and  sent  as  our  agent  to  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries. 
and  the  honorable  Tiiomas  Jefferson,  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia,  have  nominated,  constituted,  and  appointed,  and 
by  these  presents  do  nominate,  constitute,  and  appoint,  the  said 
Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay,  Henry  Laurens,  and  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son, in  addition  to  the  said  John  Adams,  giving  and  granting  to 
them,  the  said  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay,  Henry 
Laurens,  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  or  the  majority  of  them,  or  of  such 
of  them  as  may  assemble,  or,  in  the  case  of  the  death,  absence, 
indisposition,  or  other  impediment  of  the  others,  to  any  one  of  them, 
full  power  and  authority,  general  and  special,  conjunctly  and  sepa- 
rately, and  general  and  special  command  to  repair  to  such  place  as 
may  be  fixed  upon  for  opening  negociations  for  peace,  and  there  for 
us,  and  in  our  name,  to  confer,  treat,  agree,  and  conclude  with  the 
Ambassadors,  Commissioners,  and  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Princes 
and  States,  whom  it  may  concern,  vested  with  equal  powers  relating 
to  the  establishment  of  peace,  and  whatsoever  shall  be  agreed  and 
concluded  for  us,  and  in  our  name  to  sign,  and  thereupon  make  a 
treaty  or  treaties,  and  to  transact  every  thing  that  may  be  necessary 
for  completing,  securing,  and  strengthening  the  great  work  of  pacifi- 
cation, in  as  ample  form  and  with  the  same  effect  as  if  we  were 
personally  present  and  acted  therein,  hereby  promising  in  good  faith, 
that  we  will  accept,  ratify,  fulfil,  and  execute  whatever  shall  be 
agreed,  concluded,  and  signed  by  our  said  Ministers  Plenipotentiary, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  or  of  such  of  them  as  may  assemble,  or  in 
case  of  the  death,  absence,  indisposition,  or  other  impediment  of  the 
others,  by  any  one  of  them  ;  and  that  we  will  never  act,  nor  suffer 
any  person  to  act,  contrary  to  the  same,  in  whole  or  in  part. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  caused  these  presents  to  be  signed 
by  our  President,  and  sealed  with  his  seal. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  and  in  the 
fifth  year  of  our  independence,  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled.  SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
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COMMISSION   TO  ACCEPT  THE  MEDIATION    OF  THE    EMPRESS  OF  RUSSIA 
AND  THE  EMPEROR  OF  GERMANY.  , 

The  United  States  of  America  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall 
come,  send  greeting  : 

Whereas  his  IMost  Christian  INIajesty  our  great  and  beloved  friend 
and  ally,  has  informed  us  by  his  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  whom  he 
has  appointed  to  reside  near  us,  that  their  Imperial  Majesties  the 
Empress  of  Russia  and  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  actuated  by  senti- 
ments of  humanity,  and  a  desire  to  put  a  stop  to  the  calamities  of 
war,  have  offered  their  mediation  to  the  belligerent  Powers,  in  order 
to  promote  peace  ;  now  know  ye  that  we,  desirous  as  far  as  depends 
upon  us  to  put  a  stop  to  the  effusion  of  blood,  and  convince  all  the 
Powers  of  Europe  that  we  wish  for  nothing  more  ardently  than  to 
terminate  this  war  by  a  safe  and  honorable  peace ;  relying  on  the 
justice  of  our  cause,  and  persuaded  of  the  wisdom  and  equity  of 
their  Imperial  Majesties,  who  have  so  generously  interposed  their 
good  offices  for  promoting  so  salutary  a  measure ;  have  appointed 
and  constituted,  and  by  these  presents  do  constitute  and  appoint, 
our  trusty  and  well  beloved  John  Adams,  late  delegate  in  Congress 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  Benjamin  Franklin,  our  Minister 
at  the  Court  of  France,  John  Jay,  late  President  of  Congress,  and 
now  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  Henry  Laurens,  formerly 
President  of  Congress,  and  commissioned  and  sent  as  our  agent  to  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  our  Ministers  Plenipotentiary, 
giving  and  granting  to  them,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  assemble, 
or  in  case  of  death,  absence,  indisposition,  or  other  impediment  of 
the  others,  to  any  one  of  them,  full  power  and  authority  in  our  name, 
and  on  our  behalf,  in  concurrence  with  his  Most  Christian  Majesty, 
to  accept  in  due  form  the  mediation  of  their  Imperial  Majesties  the 
Empress  of  Russia  and  the  Emperor  of  Germany. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  these  presents  to  be  signed 
by  our  President,  and  sealed  with  his  seal. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  this  fifteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  and  in  the 
fifth  year  of  our  independence. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  PEACE. 

In  Congress,  June  15th,  1781. 

To  the  Honorable  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay, 
Henry  Laurens,  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  Ministers  Plenipotentiary 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States  to  negociate  a  treaty  of  peace : 

Gentlemen, 

You  are  hereby  authorized  and  instructed  to  concur,  in  behalf  of 
these  United  States,  with  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  in  accepting 
the  mediation  proposed  by  the  Empress  of  Russia  and  the  Emperor 
of  Germany. 

You  are  to  accede  to  no  treaty  of  peace  which  shall  not  be  such 
as  may,  1st,  effectually  secure  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of 
the  Thirteen  United  States,  according  to  the  form  and  effect  of  the 
treaties  subsisting  between  the  said  United  States  and  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty ;  and,  2dly,  in  which  the  said  treaties  shall  not  be 
left  in  their  full  force  and  validity. 

As  to  disputed  boundaries  and  other  particulars,  we  refer  you  to 
the  instructions  given  to  Mr.  John  Adams,  dated  14th  of  August, 
1779,  and  18ih  of  October,  1780,*  from  which  you  will  easily 
perceive  the  desires  and  expectations  of  Congress.  But  we  think  it 
unsafe,  at  this  distance,  to  tie  you  up  by  absolute  and  peremptory 
directions  upon  any  other  subject  than  the  two  essential  articles 
abovementioned.  You  are,  therefore,  at  liberty  to  secure  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  in  such  a  manner  as  circumstances  may 
direct,  and  as  the  state  of  the  belligerent  and  the  disposition  of  the 
mediating  Powers  may  require.  For  this  purpose  you  are  to  make 
the  most  candid  and  confidential  communications  upon  all  subjects 
to  the  Ministers  of  our  generous  ally,  the  King  of  France;  to  under- 
take nothing  in  the  negociations  for  peace  or  truce,  without  their 
knowledge  and  concurrence ;  and  ultimately  to  govern  yourselves  by 
their  advice  and  opinion,  endeavoring  in  your  whole  conduct  to 
make  them  sensible  how  much  we  rely  upon  his  Majesty's  influence 
for  effectual  aid  in  every  thing  that  may  be  necessary  to  the  peace, 
security,  and  future  prosperity  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


*  See  these  instructions  in  John  Adams's  Correspondence,  Vol.  II.,  p.  608;  and 
Secret  Journal,  Vol.  II.,  p.  339. 
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If  a  difficulty  should  arise  in  the  course  of  the  negociation  for 
peace  from  the  backwardness  of  Great  Britain  to  acknowledge  our 
independence,  you  are  at  liberty  to  agree  to  a  truce,  or  to  make 
such  other  concessions  as  may  not  affect  the  substance  of  what  we 
contend  for ;  and  provided  that  Great  Britain  be  not  left  in  possession 
of  any  part  of  the  United  States. 

SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  President. 


THE  king's  warrant  FOR  RICHARD  OSWALd's  FIRST  COMMISSION  FOB 
NEGOCIATING  PEACE.* 

George  R. 

Our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we  hereby  authorize  and  command 
you  forthwith  to  prepare  a  bill  for  our  signature,  to  pass  our  great 
seal  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  words  or  to  the  effect  following,  viz : 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth.  To  our 
trusty  and  well-beloved  Richard  Oswald,  of  our  city  of  London, 
Esquire,  greeting.  Whereas,  by  virtue  of  an  act  passed  in  the  last 
session  of  Parliament,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  his  Majesty  to 
conclude  a  peace  or  truce  with  certain  colonies  in  North  America 
therein  mentioned,"  it  is  recited  "  that  it  is  essential  to  the  interest, 
welfare,  and  prosperity  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  or  Planta- 
tions of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
necticut, New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  lower  counties 
on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
and  Georgia,  in  North  America,  that  peace,  intercourse,  trade,  and 
commerce  should  be  restored  between  them  :"  Therefore,  and  for  a 
full  manifestation  of  our  most  earnest  wish  and  desire,  and  that  of 
our  Parliament,  to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  war,  it  is  enacted 
that  it  should  and  might  be  lawful  for  us  to  treat,  consult  of,  agree, 
and  conclude,  with  any  Commissioner  or  Commissioners,  named  or 
to  be  named,  by  the  said  Colonies  or  Plantations,  or  with  any  body 
or  bodies,  corporate  or  politic,  or  any  assembly  or  assemblies,  or 
description  of  men,  or  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  a  peace  or 


*The  parts  of  this  commission  which  were  objected  to  by  the  American  Com- 
missioners are  printed  in  italics. 
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truce  with  the  said  Colonies  or  Plantations,  or  any  of  them,  or  any 
part  or  parts  thereof,  any  law,  act,  or  acts  of  Parliament,  matter  or 
thing,  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Now  know  ye  that  we,  reposing  special  trust  in  your  wisdom, 
loyalty,  diligence,  and  circumspection  in  the  management  of  the 
affairs  to  be  hereby  committed  to  your  charge,  have  nominated  and 
appointed,  constituted  and  assigned,  and  by  these  presents  do 
nominate  and  appoint,  constitute  and  assign,  you,  the  said  Richard 
Oswald,  to  be  our  Commissioner  in  that  behalf,  to  use  and  exercise 
all  and  every  the  powers  and  authorities  hereby  entrusted  and  com- 
mitted to  you,  the  said  Richard  Oswald,  and  to  do,  perform,  and 
execute  all  other  matters  and  things  hereby  enjoined  and  committed 
to  your  care,  during  our  will  and  pleasure,  and  no  longer,  according 
to  the  tenor  of  these  our  letters  patent.  And  it  is  our  royal  will  and 
pleasure,  and  we  hereby  authorise,  empower,  and  require  you,  the 
said  Richard  Oswald,  to  treat,  consult,  and  conclude,  with  any 
Commissioner  or  Commissioners,  named  or  to  be  named  by  the  said 
Colonies  or  Plantations,  and  any  body  or  bodies,  corporate  or  politic, 
assembly  or  assemblies,  or  descriptions  of  men,  or  person  or  persons 
whatsoever,  a  peace  or  truce  with  the  said  Colonies  or  Plantations, 
or  any  of  them,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof;  any  law,  act,  or  acts 
of  Parliament,  matter  or  thing,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleasure  that  every  regulation,  pro- 
vision, matter  or  thing,  which  shall  have  been  agreed  upon  between 
you,  the  said  Richard  Oswald,  and  such  Commissioner  or  Commis- 
sioners, body  or  bodies,  corporate  or  politic,  assembly  or  assemblies, 
descriptions  of  men,  person  or  persons  as  aforesaid,  with  whom  you 
shall  have  judged  meet  and  sufficient  to  enter  into  such  agreement, 
shall  be  fully  and  distinctly  set  forth  in  writing,  and  authenticated  by 
your  hand  and  seal  on  one  side,  and  by  such  seal  or  other  signatures 
on  the  other  as  the  occasion  may  require,  and  as  may  be  suitable  to 
the  character  and  authority  of  the  Commissioner  or  Commissioners, 
fyc,  as  aforesaid  so  agreeing,  and  such  instruments  so  authenticated 
shall  be  by  you  transmitted  to  us  through  one  of  our  principal 
Secretaries  of  State. 

And  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleasure  that  you,  the  said  Richard 
Oswald,  shall  promise  and  engage  for  us,  and  in  our  royal  name  and 
word,  that  every  regulation,  provision,  matter,  or  thing,  which  may 
be  agreed  to  and  concluded  by  you,  our  said  Commissioner,  shall  be 
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ratified  and  confirmed  by  us  in  the  fullest  manner  and  extent,  and 
that  we  will  not  suffer  them  to  be  violated  or  counteracted,  either  in 
whole  or  in  part,  by  any  person  whatsoever.  And  we  hereby  require 
and  command  all  our  officers,  civil  and  military,  and  all  others  our 
loving  subjects  whatever,  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  unto  you,  the 
said  Richard  Oswald,  in  the  execution  of  this  our  commission,  and 
of  the  powers  and  authorities  herein  contained ;  provided  always, 
and  we  hereby  declare  and  ordain,  that  the  several  offices,  powers, 
and  authorities  hereby  granted  shall  cease,  determine,  and  become 
utterly  null  and  void  on  the  first  day  of  July,  which  shall  be  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three, 
although  we  shall  not  otherwise  in  the  mean  time  have  revoked  and 
determined  the  same,  in  witness,  &ic.  And  for  so  doing  this  shall 
be  your  warrant. 

Given  at  our  Court  of  St.  James  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,*  in  the  twenty-second  year 
of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majesty's  command.  THOMAS  TOWNSHEND. 

To  our  Attorney  or  Solicitor-General. 


RICHARD  Oswald's  second  commission  for  negociating  PEACE.f 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth.  To  our 
trusty  and  well-beloved  Richard  Oswald,  of  our  city  of  London, 
Esquire,  greeting.  Whereas,  by  virtue  of  an  act  passed  in  the  last 
session  of  Parhament,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  his  Majesty  to 
conclude  a  peace  or  truce  with  certain  Colonies  in  North  America 
therein  mentioned,"  it  is  recited  "  that  it  is  essential  to  the  interest, 
welfare,  and  prosperity  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  or  Planta- 
tions of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  counties  on 


*  This  commission  was  signed  by  the  King  on  the  7th  of  August. 

t  The  parts  of  this  commission  which  were  altered  or  added  in  consequence  of 
the  objections  of  the  American  Commissionera  to  Mr.  Oswald's  first  commission, 
are  printed  in  italics. 
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Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  in  North  America,  that  peace,  intercourse,  trade,  and  com- 
merce should  be  restored  between  them:"  Therefore,  and  for  a  full 
manifestation  of  our  earnest  wish  and  desire,  and  of  that  of  our 
Parliament,  to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  war,  it  is  enacted  that 
it  should  and  might  be  lawful  for  us  to  treat,  consult  of,  agree  and 
conclude,  with  any  Commissioner  or  Commissioners,  named  or  to  be 
named  by  the  said  Colonies  or  Plantations,  or  any  of  them  respec- 
tively, or  with  any  body  or  bodies,  corporate  or  politic,  or  any 
assembly  or  assemblies,  or  description  of  men,  or  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever,  a  peace  or  a  truce  with  the  said  Colonies  or 
Plantations,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof,  any  law, 
act,  or  acts  of  Parliament,  matter  or  thing,  to  the  contrary  in  any 
wise  notwithstanding. 

Now  know  ye,  that  we,  reposing  special  trust  in  your  wisdom, 
loyalty,  diligence,  and  circumspection,  in  the  management  of  the 
affairs  to  be  hereby  committed  to  your  charge,  have  nominated  and 
appointed,  constituted  and  assigned,  and  by  these  presents  do 
nominate  and  appoint,  constitute  and  assign  you,  the  said  Richard 
Oswald,  to  be  our  Commissioner  in  that  behalf,  to  use  and  exercise 
all  and  every  the  powers  and  authorities  hereby  entrusted  and  com- 
mitted to  you,  the  said  Richard  Oswald,  and  to  do,  perform,  and 
execute  all  other  matters  and  things  hereby  enjoined  and  committed 
to  your  care,  during  our  will  and  pleasure,  and  no  longer,  according 
to  the  tenor  of  these  our  letters  patent.  And  it  is  our  royal  will  and 
pleasure,  and  we  do  hereby  authorise,  empower,  and  require  you, 
the  said  Richard  Oswald,  to  treat  of,  consult,  and  conclude  with  any 
Commissioners  or  persons  vested  with  equal  powers,  by  and  on  the 
part  of  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  America,  viz.,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  in  North 
America,  a  peace  or  a  truce  with  the  said  Thirteen  United  States ; 
any  law,  act,  or  acts  of  Parliament,  matter  or  thing  to  the  contrary 
in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

And  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleasure,  that  every  regulation, 
provision,  matter,  or  thing,  which  shall  have  been  agreed  upon 
between  you,  the  said  Richard  Oswald,  and  such  Commissioners  or 
persons  as  aforesaid,  with  whom  you  shall  have  judged  meet  and 
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sufficient  to  enter  into  such  agreement,  shall  be  fully  and  distinctly 
set  forth  in  writing,  and  authenticated  by  your  hand  and  seal  on  one 
side,  and  by  the  hands  and  seals  of  such  Commissioners  or  persons 
on  the  other,  and  such  instrument,  so  authenticated,  shall  be  by  you 
transmitted  to  us,  through  one  of  our  principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

And  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleasure  that  you,  the  said  Richard 
Oswald,  shall  promise  and  engage  for  us  and  in  our  royal  name  and 
word,  that  every  regulation,  provision,  matter,  or  thing,  which  may 
be  agreed  to  and  concluded  by  you,  our  said  Commissioner,  shall  be 
ratified  and  confirmed  by  us  in  the  fullest  manner  and  extent,  and 
that  we  will  not  suffer  them  to  be  violated  or  counteracted,  either  in 
whole  or  in  part,  by  any  person  whatsoever.  And  we  do  hereby 
require  and  command  all  our  officers,  civil  and  military,  and  all 
others  our  loving  subjects  whatsoever,  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  unto 
you,  the  said  Richard  Oswald,  in  the  execution  of  this  our  commis- 
sion, and  of  the  powers  and  authorities  herein  contained ;  provided 
always,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  and  ordain,  that  the  several 
offices,  powers,  and  authorities  hereby  granted,  shall  cease,  determ- 
ine, and  become  utterly  null  and  void,  on  the  first  day  of  July, 
which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-three ;  although  we  shall  not  otherwise  in  the  meantime 
have  revoked  and  determined  the  same. 

And  whereas  in  and  by  our  commission  and  letters  patent,  under 
our  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  bearing  date  the  seventh  day  of 
August  last,  we  nominated  and  appointed,  constituted  and  assigned 
you,  the  said  Richard  Oswald,  to  be  our  Commissioner  to  treat, 
consult  of,  agree,  and  conclude,  with  any  Commissioner  or  Commis- 
sioners, named  or  to  be  named,  by  certain  Colonies  or  Plantations  in 
America  therein  specified,  a  peace  or  a  truce  ivith  the  said  Colonies 
or  Plantations  ;  now  know  ye,  that  we  have  revoked  and  determined, 
and  by  these  presents  do  revoke  and  determine,  our  said  commission 
and  letters  patent,  and  all  and  every  power,  article,  and  thing  therein 
contained.  In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to 
be  made  patent. 

Witness  ourself  at  Westminster,  the  twenty-first  day  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  twenty-second  year  of  our  reign.     By  the  King  himself. 

YORKE. 

Paris,  October  \st,  1782.     I  certify  that  the  adjoining  is  a  true 
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copy  of  the  commission  of  which  it  purports  to  be  a  copy,  and  whicii 
has  been  shown  to  Mr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Jay. 

RICHARD  OSWALD, 

The.  Commissioner  therein  named. 


COMMISSION  TO  WILLIAM  T.   FRANKLIN. 

To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  Benjamin  Franklin  and 
.John  Jay  send  greeting. 

Whereas  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  did, 
on  the  15th  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1781,  appoint  and 
constitute  the  said  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay,  John  Adams, 
Henry  Laurens,  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  the  majority  of  them, 
and  of  such  of  them  as  should  assemble  for  the  purpose,  their 
Commissioners  and  Plenipotentiaries,  to  treat  of,  and  conclude  peace 
in  their  behalf;  and  whereas  the  said  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  did,  on  the  26th  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1781, 
appoint  Francis  Dana,  until  he  could  proceed  to  the  Court  of 
Petersburgh  either  in  a  public  or  private  capacity,  to  be  Secretary  to 
the  said  Plenipotentiaries  for  negociating  a  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
and  in  case  Mr.  Dana  should  have  proceeded,  or  thereafter  proceed 
to  Petersburgh,  or  to  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  Empress  of 
Russia,  the  Ministers  appointed  by  the  said  act  of  Congress  of  the 
15th  of  June,  1781,  or  a  majority  of  such  of  them  as  should 
assemble,  should  be,  and  thereby  were,  authorised  to  appoint  a 
Secretary  to  their  commission,  and  that  he  be  entitled  to  receive,  in 
proportion  to  his  time  of  service,  the  salary  of  one  thousand  pounds 
sterling  per  annum  allowed  to  Mr.  Dana.  And  whereas  his  Britannic 
Majesty  has  issued  a  commission,  dated  the  21st  of  September, 
1782,  to  Richard  Oswald,  to  treat  of,  and  conclude  peace  with  any 
Commissioners  or  persons  vested  with  equal  powers  by,  and  on  the 
part  of  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  America ;  and  whereas  the 
said  Richard  Oswald  is  at  Paris,  ready  to  execute  his  said  commis- 
sion, and  has  exchanged  with  the  said  Benjamin  Franklin  and  John 
Jay  copies  of  their  respective  commissions,  and  entered  on  the 
business  of  the  same,  whereby  the  appointment  of  a  Secretary  to  the 
American  commission  has  become  necessary,  and  the  said  Mr.  Dana 
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now  being  at  Petersburgh,  the  right  of  appointing  such  Secretary  has, 
in  pursuance  of  the  afore-recited  act  of  Congress,  devolved  on  the 
said  Commissioners,  and  on  the  majority  of  them,  and  of  such  of  them 
as  have  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  executing  their  said  com.mis- 
sion  ;  and  whereas  Mr.  Jefferson,  one  of  the  said  Commissioners,  has 
not  come  to  Europe,  and  Mr.  Laurens,  another  of  them  has  declined 
to  accept  the  said  office,  and  Mr.  Adams,  another  of  them,  is  at  the 
Hague,  so  that  the  said  Benjamin  Franklin  and  John  Jay  are  the 
only  Commissioners  now  assembled  to  execute  the  said  commission : 

Now  know  ye,  that  they,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  ia 
the  ability  and  integrity  of  William  T.  Franklin,  to  perform  and 
fulfil  the  duties  of  Secretary  to  their  said  Commission,  have  appointed 
and  constituted,  and  by  these  presents  do  appoint  and  constitute,  the 
said  William  T.  Franklin  Secretary  to  the  said  Commission. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Benjamin  Franklin  and  John  Jay, 
have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals,  this  first  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
two,  and  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  said  United 
States.  B.  FRANKLIN, 

JOHN  JAY. 

Approved  on  my  part,  Mr.  Franklin  having  acted  with  propriety 
as  Secretary  to  the  Commission  from  the  time  of  my  arrival  here. 

HENRY  LAURENS. 

Paris,  January  lOth,  1783. 

Approved  on  my  part,  Mr.  Franklin  having  acted  with  propriety 
as  Secretary  to  the  Commission  from  the  time  of  my  arrival  here. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

Paris,  September  8th,  1783. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  CONGRESS. 

In  Congress,  October  3d,  1782. 

On  report  of  a  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  notes  of  a 
conference  with  the  Minister  of  France,  held  by  a  Committee  of 
Congress  on  the  24th  of  September  last  ;* 


*  See  these  notes  of  a  conference  in  the  Secret  Journals  of  Congress,  Vol.  Ill,, 
p.  218. 

Vol.  v.— 29 
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Resolved,  That  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Most  Christiare 
Majesty  be  informed  : 

That  the  communication  made  by  the  said  Minister  on  the  24th 
of  September  last,  is  considered  by  Congress  as  an  additional  proof 
of  his  Majesty's  magnanimity,  and  has  confirmed  those  sentiments 
of  affection  and  confidence,  which  his  wise,  steady,  and  liberal 
conduct  in  every  stage  of  the  war  had  so  justly  inspired  ; 

That  his  Most  Christian  Majesty's  declaration  to  the  British 
Minister  at  Paris,  that  he  will  neither  treat,  nor  terminate  any 
negociation,  unless  the  interests  of  his  allies  and  friends  shall  be 
considered  and  determined,  is  entirely  correspondent  to  the  part 
which  these  United  States  are  resolved  to  take  in  any  negociations 
for  peace ; 

That  Congress,  with  the  utmost  satisfaction,  embrace  this  oppor- 
tunity to  renew  their  assurances,  that,  in  every  event,  the  United 
States  will  inviolably  adhere  to  their  alliance  with  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  which  they  consider  to  be  equally  essential  to  their  interest 
and  their  glory ; 

That  they  will  hearken  to  no  propositions  for  peace,  which  shall 
not  be  discussed  in  confidence  and  in  concert  with  his  Most  Chris- 
tian Majesty,  agreeably  to  the  declaration  made  to  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  on  the  31st  day  of  May  last  ;* 

That  upon  this  principle.  Congress  did  not  hesitate  a  moment  to 
reject  the  proposition  made  by  the  British  General  and  Admiral,  as 
commissioners  of  peace,  for  admitting  Mr.  Morgan,  their  Secretary, 
to  an  interview  at  Philadelphia ; 

And  that  they  are  resolved  to  prosecute  the  war  with  vigor,  until 
a  general  peace  shall  be  obtained,  in  which  their  allies  shall  be  com- 
prehended ; 

That  Congress  placed  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  Majesty's 
assurances  that  he  will  readily  employ  his  good  offices  in  support  of 
the  United  States,  in  all  points  relative  to  their  prosperity  ;  and 
considering  the  territorial  claims  of  these  States,  as  heretofore  made, 
their  participation  of  the  fisheries  and  of  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi,  not  only  as  their  indubitable  right,  but  as  essential  to 
their  prosperity,  they  trust  that  his  Majesty's  efforts  will  be  success- 
fully employed  to  obtain  a  sufficient  provision  and  security  for  those 

*  Secret  Journal,  Vol.  III.,  p.  138. 
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rights.  Nor  can  they  refrain  from  making  known  to  his  Majesty, 
that  any  claim  of  restitution  or  compensation  for  property  confiscated 
in  the  several  States,  will  meet  with  insuperable  obstacles ;  not  only 
on  account  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  individual  States,  by  which 
such  confiscations  have  been  made,  but  of  the  wanton  devastations 
which  the  citizens  of  these  States  have  experienced  from  the  enemy, 
and,  in  many  instances,  from  the  very  persons  in  whose  favor  such 
claim  may  be  urged  ; 

That  Congress  trust  that  the  circumstances  of  the  allies,  at  the 
negociation  for  peace,  will  be  so  prosperous  as  to  render  these 
expectations  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  moderation  recommended 
by  his  Majesty. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  the  report,  com- 
municate to  the  honorable  Minister  of  France  the  above  answer  of 
Congress  to  his  communications. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  transmit  by  the 
first  opportunity  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  Ministers  of  these  States 
at  foreign  Courts. 


ARTICLES    AGREED    ON  BETWEEN    THE    AMERICAN    AND    BRITISH    COM- 
MISSIONERS.* 

October  8th,  1782. 

Articles  agreed  upon  by  and  between  Richard  Oswald,  the  Com- 
missioner of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  for  treating  of  peace  with  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  behalf  of  his 
said  Majesty  on  the  one  part,  and  Benjamin  Franklin  and  John  Jay, 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  said  States,  for  treating  of  peace  with 
the  Commissioner  of  his  said  Majesty  on  their  behalf,  on  the  other 
part,  to  be  inserted  in,  and  to  constitute  the  treaty  of  peace,  proposed 
to  be  concluded  between  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  and  the  said 
United  States ;  but  which  treaty  is  not  to  be  concluded  until  his 
Britannic  Majesty  shall  have  agreed  to  the  terms  of  peace  between 
France  and  Britain,  proposed  or  accepted  by  his  Most  Christian 


*  These  articles  were  sent  to  England  for  the  King's  consideration.    See  Frank- 
lin's Correspondence,  Vol.  II.,  p.  399. 
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Majesty;  and  shall  be  ready  to  conclude  with  him  such  treaty 
accordingly.  It  being  the  duty  and  intention  of  the  United  States 
not  to  desert  their  ally,  but  faithfully,  and  in  all  things,  to  abide  by 
and  fulfil  their  engagements  with  his  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

Whereas  reciprocal  advantages  and  mutual  convenience  are  found 
by  experience  to  form  the  only  permanent  foundation  of  peace  and 
friendship  between  States,  it  is  agreed  to  frame  the  articles  of  the 
proposed  treaty,  on  such  principles  of  liberal  equality  and  recipro- 
city, as  that  partial  advantages  (those  seeds  of  discord)  being 
excluded,  such  a  beneficial  and  satisfactory  intercourse  between  the 
two  countries  may  be  established,  as  to  promise  and  secure  to  both 
the  blessings  of  perpetual  peace  and  harmony.  1st.  His  Britannic 
Majesty  acknowledges  the  said  United  States,  viz..  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
to  be  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States ;  that  he  treats  with 
them  as  such  ;  and  for  himself,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  relinquishes 
all  claims  to  the  government,  propriety,  and  territorial  rights  of  the 
same,  and  every  part  thereof;  and  that  all  disputes  which  might 
arise  in  future  on  the  subject  of  the  boundaries  of  the  said  United 
States  may  be  prevented,  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared  that  the 
following  are,  and  shall  remain  to  be  their  boundaries,  viz : 

The  said  States  are  bounded  north  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  along  the  highlands  which  divide 
those  rivers  which  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  northernmost 
head  of  Connecticut  river;  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that 
river  to  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  thence  due  west  in 
the  latitude  45  degrees  north  from  the  equator,  to  the  northwestern- 
most  side  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  or  Cadaraqui ;  thence  straight 
to  the  south  end  of  the  Lake  Nipissing,  and  thence  straight  to  the 
source  of  the  river  Mississippi;  west  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the 
middle  of  the  river  Mississippi,  from  its  source  to  where  the  said 
line  shall  intersect  the  3 1st  degree  of  north  latitude  ;  south  by  a  line 
to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  termination  of  the  line  last  mentioned, 
in  the  latitude  of  31  degrees  north  of  the  equator,  to  the  middle 
of  the  river  Apalachicola  or  Catahouchi ;  thence  along  the  middle 
thereof  to  its  junction  with  the  Flint  river ;  thence  straight  to  the 
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head  of  St.  Mary's  river;  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  St. 
Mary's  river  to  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  east  by  a  line  to  be  drawn 
along  the  middle  of  St.  John's  river  from  its  source  to  its  mouth  in 
the  Bay  of  Fundy  ;  comprehending  all  islands  within  twenty  leagues 
of  any  part  of  the  shores  of  the  United  States,  and  lying  between 
lines  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  points  where  the  aforesaid 
boundaries  between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  East  Florida 
on  the  other,  shall  respectively  touch  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  the 
Atlantic  ocean. 

2dly.  From  and  immediately  after  the  conclusion  of  the  proposed 
treaty,  there  shall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace  between  his 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  and  between  the  subjects 
of  the  one  and  the  citizens  of  the  other  ;  wherefore  all  hostilities,  both 
by  sea  and  land,  shall  then  immediately  cease ;  all  prisoners  on  both 
sides  sliall  be  set  at  liberty ;  and  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall  forth- 
with, and  without  causing  any  distinction,  withdraw  all  his  armies, 
garrisons,  and  fleets,  from  the  said  United  States,  and  from  every 
post,  place,  and  harbor  within  the  same,  leaving  in  all  fortifications 
the  American  artillery  that  may  be  therein  ;  and  shall  also  order  and 
cause  all  archives,  records,  deeds,  and  papers,  belonging  to  either  of 
the  said  States,  or  their  citizens,  which  in  the  course  of  the  war  may- 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  officers,  to  be  forthwith  restored  and 
delivered  to  the  proper  States  and  persons  to  whom  they  belong. 

3dly.  That  the  subjects  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  people  of 
the  said  United  States  shall  continue  to  enjoy  unmolested  the  right 
to  take  fish  of  every  kind  on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  and 
other  places  where  the  inhabitants  of  both  countries  used  formerly, 
to  wit,  before  the  last  war  between  France  and  Britain,  to  fish  and 
also  to  dry  and  cure  the  same  at  the  accustomed  places,  whether 
belonging  to  his  said  Majesty  or  to  the  United  States;  and  his 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  said  United  States  will  extend  equal 
privileges  and  hospitality  to  each  other's  fishermen  as  to  their  own. 

4thly.  That  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  from  its  source 
to  the  ocean,  shall  forever  remain  free  and  open,  and  that  both  there 
and  in  all  rivers,  harbors,  lakes,  ports,  and  places  belonging  to  his 
Britannic  Majesty  or  to  the  United  States,  or  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  the  merchants  and  merchant  ships  of  the  one  and  the  other 
shall  be  received,  treated,  and  protected  like  the  merchants  and 
merchant  ships  of  the  Sovereign  of  the  country.     That  is  to  say, 
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the  British  merchants  and  merchant  ships,  on  the  one  hand,  shall 
enjoy  in  the  United  States,  and  in  all  places  belonging  to  them,  the 
same  protection  and  commercial  privileges,  and  be  liable  only  to  the 
same  charges  and  duties  as  their  own  merchants  and  merchant 
ships;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  merchants  and  merchant  ships 
of  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  in  all  places  belonging  to  his 
Britannic  Majesty  the  same  protection  and  commercial  privileges, 
and  be  liable  only  to  the  same  charges  and  duties  of  British  merchants 
and  merchant  ships,  saving  always  to  the  chartered  trading  com- 
panies of  Great  Britain  such  exclusive  use  and  trade,  and  their 
respective  posts  and  establishments,  as  neither  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain,  nor  any  of  the  more  favored  nations  participate  in. 

Paris,  October  8th,  1782.  A  true  copy  of  which  has  been  agreed 
on  between- the  American  Commissioners  and  me,  to  be  submitted  to 
his  Majesty's  consideration.  RICHARD  OSWALD. 

Alteration  to  be  made  in  the  treaty  respecting  the  boundaries  of 
Nova  Scotia,  viz.:  East,  the  true  line  between  which  and  the  United 
States  shall  be  settled  by  Commissioners  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be  after  the  war. 


RICHARD  OSWALD  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Paris,  November  4th,  1782. 
Gentlemen, 
You  may  remember  that  from  the  very  beginning  of  our  negocia- 
tions  for  settling  a  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  I 
insisted  that  you  should  positively  stipulate  for  a  restoration  of  the 
property  of  all  those  persons  under  the  denomination  of  loyalists  or 
refugees,  who  have  taken  part  with  Great  Britain  in  the  present 
war ;  or  if  the  property  had  been  resold  and  passed  into  such  variety 
of  hands  as  to  render  the  restoration  impracticable,  (which  you 
asserted  to  be  the  case  in  many  instances,)  you  should  stipulate  for 
a  compensation  or  indemnification  to  those  persons  adequate  to  their 
losses.  To  these  propositions  you  said  you  could  not  accede.  Mr. 
Strachey,  since  his  arrival  at  Paris,  has  most  strenuously  joined  me 
in  insisting  upon  the  said  restitution,  compensation,  or  indemnifica- 
tion, and  in  laying  before  you  every  argument  in  favor  of  those 
demands,  founded  upon  national  honor,  and  upon  the  true  principles 
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of  justice.  These  demands  you  must  have  understood  to  extend, 
not  only  to  all  persons  of  the  abovementioned  description,  who  have 
fled  to  Europe,  but  likewise  to  all  those  who  may  be  now  in  any 
parts  of  North  America,  dwelling  under  the  protection  of  his 
Majesty's  arms  or  otherwise. 

We  have  also  insisted  upon  a  mutual  stipulation  for  a  general 
amnesty  on  both  sides,  comprehending  thereby  an  enlargement  of  all 
persons  who,  on  account  of  offences  committed  or  supposed  to  be 
committed  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  may  be  now  in 
confinement ;  and  for  an  immediate  repossession  of  their  properties, 
and  peaceable  enjoyment  thereof,  under  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  To  this  you  have  not  hitherto  given  a  particular  or 
direct  answer. 

It  is,  however,  incumbent  on  me,  as  Commissioner  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  to  repeat  those  several  demands,  and,  without  going 
over  those  arguments  upon  paper,  (which  we  have  so  often  urged  in 
conversation,)  to  press  your  immediate  attention  to  these  subjects, 
and  to  urge  you  to  enter  into  proper  stipulations  for  the  restitution, 
compensation,  and  amnesty  abovementioned,  before  we  proceed  fur- 
ther in  this  negociation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  RICHARD  OSWALD. 


ARTICLES  TAKEN  TO  ENGLAND  BY  MR.  STRACHEY.^ 

November  5th,  1782. 

Articles  agreed  upon  by  and  between  Richard  Oswald,  Commis- 
sioner of  his  Britannic  Majesty  for  treating  of  peace  with  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  United  States  of  America,  on  behalf  of  his  said 
Majesty,  on  the  one  part ;  and  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and 
John  Jay,  three  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  said  States,  for  treating 
of  peace  with  the  Commissioner  of  his  said  Majesty  on  their  behalf, 
on  the  other  part,  to  be  inserted  in,  and  to  constitute  the  treaty  of 
peace  proposed  to  be  concluded  between  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain 


*  These  articles  were  agreed  to  after  the  return  of  the  first  set,  which  had  been 
sent  to  England  October  8th.     See  above,  p.  445. 
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and  the  said  United  States ;  but  which  treaty  is  not  to  be  concluded 
until  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall  have  agreed  to  the  terms  of  a  peace 
between  France  and  Britain,  proposed  or  accepted  of  by  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  and  shall  be  ready  to  conclude  with  him  such 
treaty  accordingly ;  it  being  the  duty  and  intention  of  the  United 
States  not  to  desert  their  ally,  but  faithfully  and  in  all  things  to  abide 
by  and  fulfil  their  engagements  with  his  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

Whereas  reciprocal  advantages  and  mutual  convenience  are  found 
by  experience  to  form  the  only  permanent  foundation  of  peace  and 
friendship  between  States,  it  is  agreed  to  form  the  articles  of  the 
proposed  treaty  on  such  principles  of  liberal  equality  and  reciprocity 
as  that  partial  advantages  (those  seeds  of  discord)  being  excluded, 
such  a  beneficial  and  satisfactory  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries may  be  established  as  to  promise  and  secure  to  both  perpetual 
peace  and  harmony. 

His  Britannic  Majesty  acknowledges  the  said  United  States,  viz., 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to  be  free,  sovereign, 
and  independent  States ;  that  he  treats  with  them  as  such ;  and  for 
himself,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  relinquishes  all  claims  to  the 
government,  propriety,  and  territorial  rights  of  the  same  and  every 
part  thereof;  and  that  all  disputes  which  might  arise  in  future  on  the 
subject  of  the  boundaries  of  the  said  United  States  may  be  prevented, 
it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared  that  the  following  are,  and  shall 
remain  to  be  their  boundaries,  viz.: 

From  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  being  that  angle  which 
is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  source  of  St.  Croix 
river  to  the  highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  which  empty  them- 
selves into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  and  along  the  said  highlands  to  the  northwesternmost 
head  of  Connecticut  river;  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that 
river  to  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude,  following  the  said  latitude 
until  it  strikes  the  river  Mississippi ;  thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn 
along  the  middle  of  the  said  river  Mississippi,  until  it  shall  intersect 
the  northernmost  part  of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude  north  of  the 
equator ;  south,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  termination 
of  the  line  last  mentioned  in  the  latitude  of  the  31st  degree  to  the 
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middle  of  the  river  Apalachicola  or  Cataliouchi,  thence  along  the 
middle  thereof  to  its  junction  with  the  Flint  river,  thence  straight  to 
the  head  of  St.  Mary's  river,  and  thence  down  along  the  middle  of 
St.  Mary's  river  to  the  Atlantic  ocean  ;  east,  by  a  line  from  the 
mouth  of  said  St.  Mary's  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Croix  in 
the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  by  a  line  drawn  through  the  middle  of  said 
river  to  its  source,  and  from  its  source  directly  north  to  the  aforesaid 
highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean 
from  those  which  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
comprehending  all  islands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of  the 
shores  of  the  United  States,  and  lying  between  lines  to  be  drawn  due 
east  from  the  points  where  the  aforesaid  boundaries  of  St.  Croix  river 
and  St.  Mary's  river  shall  respectively  touch  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and 
the  Atlantic  ocean. 

It  is  agreed  that  all  such  royalists  or  refugees,  as  well  as  all  such 
British  merchants  or  other  subjects  as  may  be  resident  in  any  of  the 
United  States  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation  thereof  by  the  arms  and 
garrisons  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  shall  be  allowed  six  months 
thereafter  to  remove  to  any  part  of  the  world ;  and  also,  at  their 
election,  to  dispose  of,  within  the  said  term,  or  to  carry  with  them 
their  goods  and  effects.  And  it  is  understood  that  the  said  States 
shall  extend  such  further  favor  to  the  said  merchants,  and  such 
amnesty  and  clemency  to  the  said  refugees  as  their  respective 
circumstances  and  the  dictates  of  justice  and  humanity  may  render 
Just  and  reasonable  ;  and  particularly,  that  amnesty  and  indemnity 
be  granted  to  all  such  of  the  said  refugees  as  may  be  unaffected  by 
acts,  judgments,  or  prosecutions,  actually  passed  or  commenced  a 
month  previous  to  such  evacuation. 

That  the  subjects  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  people  of  the 
said  United  States  shall  continue  to  enjoy  unmolested  the  right  to  take 
fish  of  every  kind  on  all  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  also  in  the  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence,  and  all  other  places  where  the  inhabitants  of  both 
countries  used  at  any  time  heretofore  to  fish  ;  and  also  to  dry  and 
cure  their  fish  on  the  shores  of  the  Isle  of  Sables,  Cape  Sables,  and 
the  shores  of  any  of  the  unsettled  bays,  harbors,  or  creeks  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  of  the  Magdalen  Islands.  And  his  Britannic  Majesty 
and  the  said  United  States  will  extend  equal  privileges  and  hospi- 
tality to  each  other's  fishermen  as  to  their  own. 
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Whereas  certain  of  the  United  States,  excited  thereto  by  the 
unnecessary  destruction  of  private  property,  have  confiscated  all 
debts  due  from  their  citizens  to  British  subjects  ;  and  also  in  certain 
instances,  lands  belonging  to  the  latter ;  and  whereas,  it  is  just  that 
private  contracts  made  between  individuals  of  the  two  countries 
before  the  war,  should  be  faithfully  executed  ;  and  as  the  confisca- 
tion of  the  said  lands  may  have  a  latitude  not  jusrifiable  by  the  law 
of  nations,  it  is  agreed  that  British  creditors  shall,  notwithstanding, 
meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  to  recovering  the  full  value  or 
sterling  amount  of  such  bona  fide  debts  as  were  contracted  before 
the  year  1775.  And  also,  that  Congress  will  recommend  to  the 
said  States  so  to  correct  (if  necessary)  their  said  acts  respecting  the 
copfiscation  of  the  lands  in  America  belonging  to  real  British  sub- 
jects as  to  render  the  said  acts  consistent  with  perfect  justice  and 
equity.  As  to  the  cession  made  of  certain  lands  in  Georgia  by  a 
number  of  Indians  there,  on  the  1st  of  June,  1773,  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  the  debts  due  from  them  to  a  number  of  traders,  the 
American  Commissioners  say  that  the  State  of  Georgia  is  alone 
competent  to  consider  and  decide  on  the  same;  for  that,  it  being  a 
matter  of  internal  police,  with  which  neither  Congress  nor  their 
Commissioners  are  authorized  to  interfere,  it  must  of  necessity  be 
referred  to  the  discretion  and  justice  of  that  State,  who,  without 
doubt,  will  be  disposed  to  do  what  may  be  just  and  reasonable  on 
the  subject. 

Similar  reasons  and  considerations  constrain  the  Commissioners  to 
give  the  like  answer  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Penn's  family. 

From  and  immediately  after  the  conclusion  of  the  proposed  treaty 
there  shall  be  a  perpetual  and  firm  peace,  &;c.,  (the  same  as  the 
second  article  in  the  preceding  set  of  articles.) 

That  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  from  its  source  to  the 
ocean,  shall  forever  remain  free  and  open. 

Separate  Article. — It  is  hereby  understood  and  agreed,  that  in 
case  Great  Britain,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  present  war,  shall  be,  or 
be  put,  in  possession  of  West  Florida,  the  line  of  north  boundary 
between  the  said  Province  and  the  United  States  shall  be  a  line 
drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yazoo,  where  it  unites  with  the 
Mississippi,  due  east  to  the  river  Apalachicola,  and  thence  along  the 
middle  of  that  river  to  its  junction  with  the  Flint  river,  &;c. 
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H.  STRACHEY  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Paris,  November  5th,  1782. 
Gentlemen, 

Knowing  the  expectation  of  the  King's  Ministers,  that  a  full 
indemnity  shall  be  provided  for  the  whole  body  of  refugees,  either 
by  a  restitution  of  their  property  or  by  some  stipulated  compensation 
for  tlieir  losses,  and  being  confident,  as  I  have  repeatedly  assured 
you,  that  your  refusal  upon  this  point  will  be  the  great  obstacle  to  a 
conclusion  and  ratification  of  that  peace,  which  is  meant  as  a  solid, 
perfect,  permanent  reconciliation  and  reunion  between  Great  Britain 
and  America,  I  am  unwilling  to  leave  Paris  without  once  more 
submitting  the  matter  to  your  consideration.  It  affects  equally,  in 
my  opinion,  the  honor  and  the  humanity  of  your  country  and  of 
ours.  How  far  you  will  be  justified  in  risking  every  favorite  object 
of  America,  by  contending  against  those  principles,  is  for  you  to 
determine.  Independence  and  more  than  a  reasonable  possession  of 
territory  seem  to  be  within  your  reach.  Will  you  suffer  them  to  be 
outweighed  by  the  gratification  of  resentment  against  individuals  ? 
I  venture  to  assert  that  such  a  conduct  has  no  parallel  in  the  history 
of  civilized  nations. 

I  am  under  the  necessity  of  setting  out  by  two  o'clock  to-day ;  if 
the  time  is  too  short  for  your  reconsideration  and  final  determination 
of  this  important  point,  I  shall  hope  that  you  will  enable  Mr.  Oswald 
to  despatch  a  messenger  after  me,  who  may  be  with  me  before 
morning  at  Chantilly,  where  I  propose  sleeping"  to-night,  or  who 
may  overtake  me  before  I  arrive  in  London,  with  a  satisfactory 
answer  to  this  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  H.  STRACHEY. 


TO  RICHARD  OSWALD. 

Paris,  November  5th,  1782 
Sir, 
In  answer  to  the  letter  you  did  us  the  honor  to  write  on  the  4th 
instant,  we  beg  leave  to  repeat  what  we  often  said  in  conversation, 
viz.,  that  the  restoration  of  such  of  the  estates  of  refugees  as  have 
been  confiscated  is  impracticable,  because  they  were  confiscated  by 
laws  of  particular  States,  and  in  many  instances  have  passed  by 
legal  titles  through  several  hands.     Besides,  sir,  as  this  is  a  matter 
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evidently  appertaining  to  the  internal  polity  of  the  separate  States, 
the  Congress,  by  the  nature  of  our  Constitution,  have  no  authority 
to  interfere  with  it. 

As  to  your  demand  of  compensation  to  those  persons,  we  forbear 
enumerating  our  reasons  for  thinking  it  ill  founded.  In  the  moment 
of  conciliatory  overtures,  it  would  not  be  proper  to  call  certaia 
scenes  into  view,  over  which  a  variety  of  considerations  should 
induce  both  parties  at  present  to  draw  a  veil.  Permit  us,  therefore, 
only  to  repeat  that  we  cannot  stipulate  for  such  compensation  unless 
on  your  part  it  be  agreed  to  make  retribution  to  our  citizens  for  the 
heavy  losses  they  have  sustained  by  the  unnecessary  destruction  of 
private  property. 

We  have  already  agreed  to  an  amnesty  more  extensive  than  justice 
required,  and  full  as  extensive 'as  humanity  could  demand.  We 
can,  therefore,  only  repeat  that  it  cannot  be  extended  farther.  We 
should  be  sorry  if  the  absolute  impossibility  of  our  complying  further 
with  your  propositions  should  induce  Great  Britain  to  continue  the 
war  for  the  sake  of  those  who  caused  and  prolonged  it.  But  if  that 
should  be  the  case,  we  hope  that  the  utmost  latitude  will  not  be 
again  given  to  its  rigors. 

Whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  this  negociation,  be  assured,  sir, 
that  we  shall  always  acknowledge  the  liberal,  manly,  and  candid 
manner  in  which  you  have  conducted  it,  and  that  we  shall  remain, 
with  the  warmest  sentiments  of  esteem  and  regard,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servants,  JOHN  ADAMS 

B.  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JAY. 


TO  H.  STRACHLY. 


Paris,  November  6th,  1782. 


Sir, 
We  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  5th  instant,  and  as 
our  answer  to  a  letter  we  received  from  Mr.  Oswald  on  the  same 
subject  contains  our  unanimous  sentiments  respecting  it,  we  take  the 
liberty  of  referring  you  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  that  answer. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc,  JOHN  ADAMS 

B.  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JAY. 
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Third  Set  of  Articles. 

Monday,  November  25th,  1782.  The  three  Commissioners,  Adams, 
Franklin,  and  Jay,  met  at  Mr.  Oswald's  lodgings  at  the  Hotel  de 
Muscovie,  and  after  some  conferences  Mr.  Oswald  delivered  them 
the  following  articles,  as  fresh  proposals  of  the  British  Ministry,  sent 
by  Mr.  Strachey,  viz  : 

Articles  agreed  upon  by  and  between  Richard  Oswald,  the  Com- 
missioner of  his  Britannic  Majesty  for  treating  of  peace  with  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  behalf  of  his  said 
Majesty  on  the  one  part,  and  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and 
John  Jay,  three  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  said  States,  for  treating 
of  peace  with  the  Commissioner  of  his  said  Majesty,  on  their  behalf 
on  the  other  part,  to  be  inserted  in,  and  to  constitute  the  treaty  of 
peace  proposed  to  be  concluded  between  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  said  United  States,  but  which  treaty  is  not  to  be  concluded 
until  the  terms  of  a  peace  shall  be  agreed  upon  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall  be  ready  to 
conclude  such  treaty  accordingly. 

Whereas  reciprocal  advantages  and  mutual  convenience  are  found 
by  experience  to  form  the  only  permanent  foundation  of  peace  and 
friendship  between  States,  it  is  agreed  to  form  the  articles  of  the 
proposed  treaty  on  such  principles  of  liberal  equity  and  i-eciprocity, 
as  that  partial  advantages  (those  seeds  of  discord)  being  excluded, 
such  a  beneficial  and  satisfactory  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries may  be  established,  as  to  promise  and  secure  to  both  perpetual 
peace  and  harmony. 

Article  I.  His  Britannic  Majesty  acknowledges  the  said  United 
States,  viz..  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to  be  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States; 
that  he  treats  with  them  as  such,  and  for  himself,  his  heirs,  and 
successors,  relinquishes  all  claims  to  the  government,  propriety,  and 
territorial  rights  of  the  same,  and  every  part  thereof;  and  that  all 
disputes  which  might  arise  in  future  on  the  subject  of  the  boundaries 
of  the  said  United  States  may  be  prevented,  it  is  hereby  agreed  and" 
declared  that  the  following  are  and  shall  be  their  boundaries,  viz  : 
Article  II.  From  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  viz.,  that 
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angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  source  of 
St.  Croix  river  to  the  highlands,  along  the  said  highlands  which 
divide  those  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  north- 
westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river,  thence  down  along  the 
middle  of  that  river  to  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude;  from  thence 
by  a  line  due  west  on  said  latitude  until  it  strikes  the  river  Iroquois 
or  Cataroquy;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  river  into  Lake 
Ontario,  through  the  middle  of  said  lake  until  it  strikes  the  commu- 
nication by  water  between  that  lake  and  Lake  Erie ;  thence  along 
the  middle  of  said  communication  into  Lake  Erie,  through  the  middle 
of  said  lake  until  it  arrives  at  the  water  communication  between 
that  lake  and  Lake  Huron  ;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  water 
communication  into  Lake  Huron  ;  thence  through  the  middle  of  the 
said  lake  to  the  water  communication  between  that  lake  and  Lake 
Superior;  thence  through  Lake  Superior,  northward  of  the  Isles 
Royal  and  Philippeaux,  to  the  Long  Lake ;  thence  through  the 
middle  of  said  Long  Lake,  and  the  water  communication  between  it 
and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  to  the  said  Lake  of  the  Woods  ;  thence 
through  the  said  lake  to  the  most  northwestern  point  thereof;  and 
from  thence  on  a  due  western  course  to  the  river  Mississippi ;  thence 
by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  said  river  Mississippi 
until  it  shall  intersect  the  northernmost  part  of  the  31st  degree  of 
north  latitude.  South  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the 
determination  of  the  line  last  mentioned,  in  the  latitude  of  31  degrees 
north  of  the  equator  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Apalachicola,  or 
Catahouchi ;  thence  along  the  middle  thereof  to  its  junction  with  the 
Flint  river,  thence  straight  to  the  head  of  St.  Mary's  river ;  and 
thence  down  along  the  middle  of  St.  Mary's  river  to  the  Atlantic 
ocean.  East  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  St. 
Croix,  from  its  mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to  its  source ;  and  from 
its  source  directly  north  to  the  aforesaid  highlands  which  divide 
the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean  from  those  which  fall  in 
the  river  St.  Lawrence  ;  comprehending  all  islands  within  twenty 
leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shores  of  the  United  States,  and  lying 
between  lines  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  point  where  the 
aforesaid  boundaries  between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  East 
Florida  on  the  other,  shall  respectively  touch  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and 
the  Atlantic  ocean ;  excepting  such  islands  as  now  are,  or  hereto- 
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fore  have  been,  within  the  Hmits  of  the  said  Province  of  Nova 
Scotia. 

x\rticle  III.  The  citizens  of  the  said  United  States  shall  have 
the  liberty  of  taking  fish  of  every  kind  on  all  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land, and  also  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence ;  and  also  to  dry  and 
cure  their  fish  on  the  shores  of  the  Isle  of  Sables  and  on  the  shores 
of  any  of  the  unsettled  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks  of  the  Magdalen 
Islands,  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  so  long  as  such  bays,  harbors, 
and  creeks  shall  continue  and  remain  unsettled  ;  on  condition  that 
the  citizens  of  the  said  United  States  do  not  exercise  the  fishery,  but 
at  the  distance  of  three  leagues  from  all  the  coast  belonging  to  Great 
Britain,  as  well  those  of  the  continent  as  those  of  the  islands 
situated  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  And  as  to  what  relates  to 
the  fishery  on  the  coast  of  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton  out  of  the  said 
gulf,  the  citizens  of  the  said  United  States  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
exercise  the  said  fishery,  but  at  the  distance  of  fifteen  leagues  from 
the  coasts  of  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton. 

Article  IV.  It  is  agreed  that  the  British  creditors  shall  meet 
with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the  full  value,  in 
sterling  money,  of  such  bona  fide  debts  as  were  contracted  by  any 
persons  who  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  before  the  year  1775. 

Article  V.  It  is  agreed  that  restitution  shall  be  made  of  all 
estates,  rights,  and  properties  in  America,  which  have  been  confis- 
cated during  the  war. 

Article  VI.  There  shall  be  a  full  and  entire  amnesty  of  all  acts 
and  offences  which  have  been,  or  may  be  supposed  to  have  been, 
committed  on  either  side,  by  reason  of  the  war,  and  in  the  course 
thereof;  and  no  one  shall  hereafter  suffer  in  life  or  person,  or  be 
deprived  of  his  property,  for  the  part  he  may  have  taken  therein. 
All  persons  in  confinement  on  that  account  shall  immediately,  on 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  in  America,  be  set  at  liberty  ;  all  pros- 
ecutions which  may  be  depending  in  consequence  of  any  of  the 
said  offences  shall  cease,  and  no  fresh  prosecutions  shall  at  any  time 
hereafter  be  commenced  thereupon. 

Article  VII.  There  shall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace  between 
his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  said  States,  and  between  the  subjects 
of  the  one  and  the  citizens  of  the  other ;  wherefore  all  hostilities 
both  by  sea  and  land  shall  then  immediately  cease ;  all  prisoners  on 
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both  sides  shall  be  set  at  liberty  ;  and  his  Bi'itannic  Majesty  shall 
with  all  convenient  speed  and  without  causing  any  destruction,  with- 
draw all  his  armies,  garrisons,  and  fleets  from  the  said  United  States, 
and  from  every  port,  place,  and  harbor  within  the  same,  leaving  in 
all  fortifications  the  American  artillery  that  may  be  therein.  And 
shall  also  order  and  cause  all  archives,  records,  and  papers  belong- 
ing to  any  of  the  said  States  or  their  citizens,  which  in  the  course 
of  the  war  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  officers,  to  be 
forthwith  restored  and  delivered  to  the  proper  States  and  persons  to 
whom  they  belong. 

Article  VIII.  The  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  from  its  source 
to  the  ocean,  shall  forever  remain  free  and  open  to  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  and  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Separate  Article.  It  is  hereby  understood  and  agreed,  that  in 
case  Great  Britain,  at  the  end  of  the  present  war,  shall  be,  or  be 
put  in,  possession  of  West  Florida,  the  line  of  north  boundary 
between  the  said  Province  and  the  United  States,  shall  be  a  line 
drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yazoo,  where  it  unites  with  the 
river  Mississippi,  due  east  to  the  river  Apalachicola. 


ARTICLE  proposed  AND  READ  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS,  BEFORE  SIGN- 
ING THE  PRELIMINARY  ARTICLES* 

It  is  agreed,  that  his  Britannic  Majesty  will  earnestly  recommend 
it  to  his  Parliament  to  provide  for  and  make  a  compensation  to 
the  merchants  and  shop-keepers  of  Boston,  whose  goods  and  mer- 
chandise were  seized  and  taken  out  of  their  stores,  warehouses,  and 
shops,  by  order  of  General  Gage  and  others  of  his  commanders  and 
officers  there ;  and,  also,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  for  the 
goods  taken  away  by  his  army  there ;  and  to  make  compensation, 
also,  for  the  tobacco,  rice,  indigo,  and  negroes,  he,  seized  and 
carried  off  by  his  armies  under  Generals  Arnold,  Cornwallis,  and 


*  This  Article,  and  the  Facts  which  follow,  were  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Franklin,  and 
intended  to  be  insisted  on  in  case  the  British  Commissioners  persevered  in  their 
demands  respecting  the  fisheries.    See  Franklin's  Correspondence,  Vol.  II.,  p.  399 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  465 

others,  from  the  States  of  Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  and  also  for  all  vessels  and  cargoes,  belonging  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  said  United  States,  which  were  stopped,  seized,  or 
taken,  either  in  the  ports  or  on  the  seas,  by  his  Governors  or  by  his 
ships  of  war,  before  the  declaration  of  war  against  the  said  States. 

And  it  is  farther  agreed,  that  his  Britannic  Majesty  will,  also, 
earnestly  recommend  it  to  his  Parliament  to  make  compensation  for 
all  the  towns,  villages,  and  farms,  burnt  and  destroyed  by  his  troops 
or  adherents  in  the  said  United  States. 

Facts. 

There  existed  a  free  commerce,  upon  mutual  faith,  between  Great 
Britain  and  America.  The  merchants  of  the  former  credited  the 
merchants  and  planters  of  the  latter  with  great  quantities  of  goods, 
on  the  common  expectation,  that  the  merchants,  having  sold  the 
goods,  would  make  the  accustomed  remittances ;  that  the  planters 
would  do  the  same  by  the  labor  of  their  negroes,  and  the  produce  of 
that  labor,  tobacco,  rice,  indigo,  &ic. 

England,  before  the  goods  were  sold  in  America,  sends  an  armed 
force,  seizes  those  goods  in  the  stores,  some  even  in  the  ships  that 
brought  them,  and  carries  them  off;  seizes,  also,  and  carries  off  the 
tobacco,  rice,  and  indigo,  provided  by  the  planters  to  make  returns, 
and  even  the  negroes,  from  whose  labor  they  might  hope  to  raise 
other  produce  for  that  purpose. 

Britain  now  demands  that  the  debts  shall,  nevertheless,  be  paid. 

Will  she,  can  she,  justly,  refuse  making  compensation  for  such 
seizures  ? 

If  a  draper,  who  had  sold  a  piece  of  linen  to  a  neighbor  on  credit, 
should  follow  him,  take  the  linen  from  him  by  force,  and  then  send 
a  bailiff  to  arrest  him  for  the  debt,  would  any  court  of  law  or  equity 
award  the  payment  of  the  debt,  without  ordering  a  restitution  of  the 
cloth  ? 

Will  not  the  debtors  in  America  cry  out,  that  if  this  compensation 
be  not  made,  they  were  betrayed  by  the  pretended  credit,  and  are 
now  doubly  ruined  ;  first  by  the  enemy,  and  then  by  the  negociators 
at  Paris,  the  goods  and  negroes  sold  them  being  taken  from  them, 
with  all  they  had  besides,  and  they  are  now  to  be  obliged  to  pay  for 
what  they  have  been  robbed  of? 
Vol.  v.— 30 
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TO  M.  DE  LA  FAYETTE. 

Paris,  November  28th,  1782. 

Sir, 

We  have  received  the  letter  you  did  us  the  honor  to  write  on  the 
25th  instant. 

Our  country  has  had  early  and  repeated  proofs  both  of  your 
readiness  and  abilities  to  do  her  service.  The  prospect  of  an  inactive 
campaign  in  America,  induced  us  to  adopt  the  opinion  that  you 
might  be  more  useful  here  than  there  ;  especially,  in  case  the  nego- 
ciation  for  peace,  on  the  part  of  France  in  England,  should  be 
committed  to  your  management ;  for  your  knowledge  of  our  affairs 
and  attachment  to  our  interest,  might  have  been  very  advantageous 
to  us  on  such  an  occasion.  But  as  an  opportunity  now  offers  of 
your  being  instrumental  in  producing  a  cooperation  which  would, 
probably,  put  a  glorious  and  speedy  termination  to  the  war  in 
America,  we,  for  our  part,  perfectly  approve  of  your  going  with 
Count  d'Estaing,  in  the  manner  proposed. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  he,  JOHN  ADAMS, 

B.  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JAY. 


PROVISIONAL  ARTICLES  OF  PEACE. 

Articles  agreed  upon  by  and  between  Richard  Oswald,  Esquire, 
the  Commissioner  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  for  treating  of  peace  with 
the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  behalf  of  his 
said  Majesty  on  the  one  part,  and  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin, 
John  Jay,  and  Henry  Laurens,  four  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  said 
States  for  treating  of  peace  with  the  Commissioner  of  his  said 
Majesty,  on  their  behalf,  on  the  other  part ;  to  be  inserted  in,  and  to 
constitute  the  treaty  of  peace  proposed  to  be  concluded  between  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain  and  the  said  United  States.  But  which 
treaty  is  not  to  be  concluded  until  terms  of  peace  shall  be  agreed 
upon  between  Great  Britain  and  France  and  his  Britannic  Majesty 
shall  be  ready  to  conclude  such  treaty  accordingly. 

Whereas,  reciprocal  advantages  and  mutual  convenience  are  found 
by  experience  to  form  the  only  permanent  foundation  of  peace  and 
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friendship  between  States,  it  is  agreed  to  form  the  articles  of  the 
proposed  treaty  on  such  principles  of  liberal  equity  and  reciprocity 
as  that  partial  advantages  (those  seeds  of  discord)  being  excluded, 
such  a  beneficial  and  satisfactory  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries may  be  established  as  to  promise  and  secure  to  both  perpetual 
peace  and  harmony. 

Article  1.  His  Britannic  Majesty  acknowledges  the  said  United 
States,  viz.,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to  be  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States; 
that  he  treats  with  them  as  such,  and,  for  himself,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  relinquishes  all  claims  to  the  government,  propriety,  and 
territorial  rights  of  the  same,  and  every  part  thereof;  and  that  all 
disputes  which  might  arise  in  future  on  the  subject  of  the  boundaries 
of  the  said  United  States  may  be  prevented,  it  is  hereby  agreed  and 
declared  that  the  following  are,  and  shall  be,  their  boundaries,  viz: 

Article  II.  From  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  viz.,  that 
angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north,  from  the  source 
of  St.  Croix  river  to  the  highlands,  along  the  highlands  which  div^ide 
those  rivers  that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from 
those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  northwcsternmost 
head  of  Connecticut  river ;  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that 
river  to  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude ;  from  thence  by  a  line 
due  west  on  said  latitude,  until  it  strikes  the  river  Iroquois  or  Catar- 
oquy  ;  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  river  into  Lake  Ontario ; 
through  the  middle  of  said  lake  until  it  strikes  the  communication  by 
water  between  that  lake  and  Lake  Erie  :  thence  along  the  middle  of 
said  communication  into  Lake  Erie,  through  the  middle  of  said 
lake  until  it  arrives  at  the  water  communication  between  that  lake 
and  Lake  Huron,  thence  along  the  middle  of  said  water  communi- 
cation into  the  Lake  Huron  ;  t/ience  through  the  middle  of  said  lake 
to  the  water  communication  between  that  lake  and  Lake  Superior ; 
thence  through  Lake  Superior,  northward  of  the  Isles  Royal  and 
Philippeaux  to  the  Long  Lake ;  thence  through  the  middle  of  said 
Long  Lake  and  the  water  communication  between  it  and  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  to  the  said  Lake  of  the  Woods  ;  thence  through  the 
said  lake  to  the  most  northwestern  point  thereof;  and  from  thence 
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on  a  due  west  course  to  the  river  Mississippi ;  thence  by  a  line  to  be 
drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  said  river  Mississippi  until  it  shall 
intersect  the  northernmost  part  of  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude  ; 
south  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  determination  of  the 
line  last  mentioned  in  the  latitude  of  31st  degree  north  of  the  equator, 
to  the  middle  of  the  river  Apalachicola  or  Catahouchi,  thence  along 
the  middle  thereof  to  its  junction  with  the  Flint  river,  thence  straight 
to  the  head  of  St.  Mary's  river  to  the  Atlantic  ocean.  East  by  a 
line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  from  its 
mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to  its  source ;  and  from  its  source 
directly  north  to  the  aforesaid  highlands  which  divide  the  rivers  that 
fall  into  the  Atlantic  ocean  from  those  which  fall  into  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  comprehending  all  islands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any 
part  of  the  shores  of  the  United  States,  and  lying  between  lines  to 
be  drawn  due  east  from  the  points  where  the  aforesaid  boundaries, 
between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part  and  East  Florida  on  the  other, 
shall  respectively  touch  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  the  Atlantic  ocean  ; 
excepting  such  islands  as  now  are,  or  heretofore  have  been,  within 
the  limits  of  the  said  Province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Article  III.  It  is  agreed  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
shall  continue  to  enjoy  unmolested  the  right  to  take  fish  of  every 
kind  on  the  Grand  Bank  and  on  all  the  other  banks  of  Newfound- 
land ;  also  m  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  at  all  other  places  in 
the  sea  where  the  inhabitants  of  both  countries  used  at  any  time 
heretofore  to  fish.  And  also  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  liberty  to  take  fish  of  every  kind  on  such  part  of 
the  coast  of  Newfoundland  as  British  fishermen  shall  use,  (but  not  to 
dry  or  cure  the  same  on  tht^t  island,)  and  also  on  the  coasts,  bays, 
and  creeks  of  all  other  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  dominion  in 
America.  And  that  the  American  fishermen  shall  have  liberty  to 
dry  and  cure  fish  in  any  of  the  unsettled  bays,  harbors,  and  creeks, 
of  Nova  Scotia,  Magdalen  Islands,  and  Labrador,  so  long  as  the 
same  shall  remain  unsettled  ;  but  so  soon  as  the  same  or  either  of 
them  shall  be  settled,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  fishermen  to 
dry  or  cure  fish  at  such  settlement,  without  a  previous  agreement  for 
that  purpose,  with  the  inhabitants,  proprietors,  or  possessors  of  the 
ground. 

Article  IV.  It  is  agreed  that  creditors  on  either  side  shall  meet 
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with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the  full  value,  in 
sterling  money,  of  all  bona  fide  debts  heretofore  contracted. 

Article  V.  It  is  agreed  that  the  Congress  shall  earnestly  recom- 
mend it  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States  to  provide  for 
the  restitution  of  all  estates,  rights,  and  properties,  which  have  been 
confiscated,  belonging  to  real  British  subjects,  and  also  of  the  estates, 
rights,  and  properties  of  persons  resident  in  districts  in  the  possession 
of  his  Majesty's  arms,  and  who  have  not  borne  arms  against  the 
said  United  States ;  and  that  persons  of  any  other  description  shall 
have  free  liberty  to  go  to  any  part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  thirteen 
United  States,  and  therein  to  remain  twelve  months  unmolested  in 
their  endeavors  to  obtain  the  restitution  of  such  of  their  estates, 
rights,  and  properties  as  may  have  been  confiscated.  And  that 
Congress  shall  also  earnestly  recommend  to  the  several  States  a 
reconsideration  and  revision  of  all  acts  or  laws  regarding  the  prem- 
ises, so  as  to  render  the  said  laws  or  acts  perfectly  consistent,  not 
only  with  justice  and  equity,  but  with  that  spirit  of  conciliation 
which  on  the  return  of  the  blessings  of  peace  should  universally 
prevail.  And  that  Congress  shall  also  earnestly  recommend  to  the 
several  States  that  the  estates,  rights,  and  properties  of  such  last- 
mentioned  persons  shall  be  restored  to  them,  they  refunding  to  any 
persons  who  may  be  now  in  possession,  the  bona  fide  price  (where 
any  has  been  given)  which  such  persons  may  have  paid  on  purchas- 
ing any  of  the  said  lands,  rights,  and  properties  since  the  confiscation. 
And  it  is  agreed  that  all  persons  who  have  any  interest  in  confis- 
cated lands,  either  by  debts,  marriage  settlements,  or  otherwise,  shall 
meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  in  the  prosecution  of  their  just 
rights. 

Article  VI.  That  there  shall  be  no  future  confiscations  made, 
nor  any  prosecutions  commenced  against  any  person  or  persons,  for 
or  by  reason  of  the  part  which  he  or  they  may  have  taken  in  the 
present  war,  and  that  no  person  shall  on  that  account  suffer  any 
future  loss  or  damage,  either  in  his  person,  liberty,  or  property,  and 
that  those  who  may  be  in  confinement  on  such  charges  at  the  time 
of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  in  America,  shall  be  immediately  set 
at  liberty,  and  the  prosecutions  so  commenced  be  discontinued. 

Article  VII.  There  shall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace  between 
his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  said  States,  and  between  the  subjects 
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of  the  one  and  the  citizens  of  the  other,  wherefore  all  hostilities, 
both  by  sea  and  land,  shall  then  immediately  cease.  All  prisoners 
on  both  sides  shall  be  set  at  liberty  ;  and  his  Britannic  Majesty 
shall,  with  all  convenient  speed,  and  without  causing  any  destruc- 
tion, or  carrying  away  any  negroes  or  other  property  of  the  American 
inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his  armies,  garrisons,  and  fleets  from  the 
said  United  States,  and  from  every  port,  place,  and  harbor  within 
the  same,  leaving  in  all  fortifications  the  American  artillery  that  may 
be  therein.  And  shall  also  order  and  cause  all  archives,  records, 
deeds,  and  papers  belonging  to  any  of  the  said  States  or  their  citi- 
zens, which,  in  the  course  of  the  war,  may  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  his  officers,  to  be  forthwith  restored  and  delivered  f^  the 
proper  States  and  persons  to  whom  they  belong. 

Article  VIII.  The  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river,  from  its 
source  to  the  ocean,  shall  forever  remain  free  and  open  to  the  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Article  IX.  In  case  it  should  so  happen  that  any  place  or  terri- 
tory, belonging  to  Great  Britain  or  the  United  States,  should  be 
conquered  by  the  arms  of  either  from  the  other  before  the  arrival  of 
these  articles  in  America,  it  is  agreed  that  the  same  shall  be  restored 
without  difficulty,  and  without  requiring  any  compensation. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  thirtieth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

RICHARD  OSWALD, 
JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JAY, 
HENRY  LAURENS. 

Witness,  CALEB  WHITEFOORD, 

Secretary  to  the  British  Commission. 

W.  T.  FRANKLIN, 

Secretary  to  the  American  Commission. 

Separate  Article.  It  is  hereby  understood  and  agreed,  that 
in  case  Great  Britain,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  present  war,  shall 
recover  or  be  put  in  possession  of  West  Florida,  the  line  of  north 
boundary  between  the  said  Province  and  the  United  States  shall  be 
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a  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the   river  Yazoo,  where   it  unites 
with  the  Mississippi,  due  east,  to  the  river  Apalachicola. 

Done  at  Paris,  the   thirtieth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

RICHARD  OSWALD, 
JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JAY, 
HENRY  LAURENS. 
Attest,  CALEB  WHITEFOORD, 

Secretary  to  tke  British  Commission. 
W.  T.  FRANKLIN, 

Secretary  to  the  American  Commission. 


TO  FRANCIS  DANA,  AT  PETERSBURGH. 

Paris,  December  12th,  1782. 
Sir,  , 

We  have  the  honor  to  congratulate  you  on  the  signature  of  the 
preliminary  treaty  of  peace  between  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  to  be  inserted  in  the  definitive  treaty 
when  France  and  Britain  shall  have  agreed  upon  their  terms.  The 
articles,  of  which  we  do  ourselves  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy, 
were  comj)leted  on  the  30th  of  last  month. 

To  us,  at  this  distance,  the  present  opportunity  appears  to  be  the 
most  favorable  for  you  to  communicate  your  mission  to  the  Ministers 
of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  and  to  the  Ministers  of  the  other  neutral 
Powers  residing  at  her  Court,  and  if  you  have  no  objections,  we 
presume  you  will  wish  to  be  furnished  with  the  enclosed  paper,  to 
communicate  at  the  same  time. 

We  heartily  wish  you  success,  and  if  you  should  inform  us  of  a 
fair  prospect  of  it,   we  shall  propose  an   article  in  the  definitive 
treaty  to  secure  the  freedom  of  navigation,  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  late  marine  treaty  between  the  neutral  Powers. 
With  great  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  Uc, 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JAY. 
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TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Paris,  December  14th,  1782. 
Sir, 
We  have  the  honor  to  congratulate  Congress  on  the  signature  of 
the  preliminaries  of  a  peace  between  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  to  be  inserted  in  a  definitive  treaty 
so  soon  as  the  terms  between  the  Crowns  of  France  and  Great 
Britain  shall  be  agreed  on.  A  copy  of  the  articles  is  here  enclosed, 
and  we  cannot  but  flatter  ourselves  that  they  will  appear  to  Congress 
as  they  do  to  all  of  us,  to  be  consistent  with  the  honor  and  interest 
of  the  United  States ;  and  we  are  persuaded  Congress  would  be 
more  fully  of  that  opinion  if  they  were  apprized  of  all  the  circum- 
stances and  reasons  which  have  influenced  the  negociation.  Although 
it  is  impossible  for  us  to  go  into  that  detail,  we  think  it  necessary, 
nevertheless,  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  such  of  the  articles  as  appear 
most  to  require  elucidation. 

Remarks  on  Article  2c?,  relative  to  Boundaries. 

The  Court  of  Great  Britain  insisted  on  retaining  all  the  territories 
comprehended  within  the  Province  of  Quebec,  by  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment respecting  it.  They  contended  that  Nova  Scotia  should  extend 
to  the  river  Kennebec ;  and  they  claimed  not  only  all  the  lands  in 
the  western  country  and  on  the  Mississippi,  which  were  not  expressly 
included  in  our  charters  and  governments,  but  also  all  such  lands 
within  them  as  remained  ungranted  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain. 
It  would  be  endless  to  enumerate  all  the  discussions  and  arguments 
on  the  subject. 

We  knew  this  Court  and  Spain  to  be  against  our  claims  to  the 
western  country,  and  having  no  reason  to  think  that  lines  more 
favorable  could  ever  have  been  obtained,  we  finally  agreed  to  those 
described  in  this  article ;  indeed  they  appear  to  leave  us  little  to 
complain  of  and  not  much  to  desire.  Congress  will  observe  that, 
although  our  northern  line  is  in  a  certain  part  below  the  latitude  of 
forty-five,  yet  in  others  it  extends  above  it,  divides  the  Lake  Supe- 
rior, and  gives  us  access  to  its  western  and  southern  waters,  from 
which  a  line  in  that  latitude  would  have  excluded  us. 
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RemarTcs  on  Article  ith,  respecting  Creditors. 

We  have  been  informed  that  some  of  the  States  had  confiscated 
British  debts  ;  but  although  each  State  has  a  right  to  bind  its  own 
citizens,  yet,  in  our  opinion  it  appertains  solely  to  Congress,  in  whom 
exclusively  are  vested  the  rights  of  making  war  and  peace,  to  pass 
acts  against  the  subjects  of  a  Power  with  which  the  Confederacy 
may  be  at  war.  It  therefore  only  remained  for  us  to  consider  whether 
this  article  is  founded  in  justice  and  good  policy. 

In  our  opinion  no  acts  of  Government  could  dissolve  the  obligations 
of  good  faith  resulting  from  lawful  contracts  between  individuals  of 
the  two  countries  prior  to  the  war.  We  knew  that  soine  of  the  British 
creditors  were  making  common  cause  with  the  refugees  and  other 
adversaries  of  our  independence ;  besides,  sacrificing  private  justice 
to  reasons  of  State  and  political  convenience,  is  always  an  odious 
measure ;  and  the  purity  of  our  reputation  in  this  respect,  in  all 
foreign  commercial  countries,  is  of  infinitely  more  importance  to  us 
than  all  the  sums  in  question.  It  may  also  be  remarked  that  Amer- 
ican and  British  creditors  are  placed  on  an  equal  footing. 

Remarks  on  Articles  5th  and  6th,  respecting  Refugees. 

These  articles  were  among  the  first  discussed  and  the  last  agreed 
to.  And  had  not  the  conclusion  of  this  business,  at  the  time  of  its 
date,  been  particularly  important  to  the  British  administration,  the 
respect  which  both  in  London  and  Versailles  is  supposed  to  be  due 
to  the  honor,  dignity,  and  interest  of  royalty,  would  probably  have 
forever  prevented  our  bringing  this  article  so  near  to  the  views  of 
Congress  and  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  States  as  it  now  stands. 
When  it  is  considered  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  render  this 
article  perfectly  consistent,  both  with  Avnerican  and  British  ideas  of 
honor,  we  presume  that  the  middle  line  adopted  by  this  article  is  as 
little  unfavorable  to  the  former  as  any  that  could  in  reason  be 
expected. 

As  to  the  separate  article,  we  beg  leave  to  observe  that  it  was  our 
policy  to  render  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  so  important 
to  Britain  as  that  their  views  might  correspond  with  ours  on  that 
subject.  Their  possessing  the  country  on  the  river  north  of  the  line 
from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  affords  a  foundation  for  their  claiming 
such  navigation.     And  as  the  importance  of  West  I'lorida  to  Britain 
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was  for  the  same  reason  rather  to  be  strengthened  than  otherwise, 
we  thought  it  advisable  to  allow  them  the  extent  contained  in  the 
separate  article,  especially  as  before  the  war  it  had  been  annexed  by 
Britain  to  West  Florida,  and  would  operate  as  an  additional  induce- 
ment to  their  joining  with  us  in  agreeing  that  the  navigation  of  the 
river  should  forever  remain  open  to  both.  The  map  used  in  the 
course  of  our  negociations  was  Mitchell's. 

As  we  had  reason  to  imagine  that  the  articles  respecting  the 
boundaries,  the  refugees,  and  fisheries,  did  not  correspond  with  the 
policy  of  this  Court,  we  did  not  communicate  the  preliminaries  to 
the  Minister  until  after  they  were  signed,  and  not  even  then  the 
separate  article.  We  hope  that  these  considerations  will  excuse  our 
having  so  far  deviated  from  the  spirit  of  our  instructions.  The  Count 
de  Vergennes,  on  perusing  the  articles,  appeared  surprised,  but  not 
displeased,  at  their  being  so  favorable  to  us. 

We  beg  leave  to  add  our  advice,  that  copies  be  sent  us  of  the 
accounts  directed  to  be  taken  by  the  different  States  of  the  unneces- 
sary devastations  and  sufferings  sustained  by  them  from  the  enemy 
in  the  course  of  the  war.  Should  they  arrive  before  the  signature 
of  the  definitive  treaty,  they  might  possibly  answer  very  good 
purposes. 

With  great  respect  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent and  most  humble  servants,  JOHN  ADAMS 

B.  FRANKLIN,' 
JOHN  JAY, 
HENRY  LAURENS. 


RESOLUTION  OP  CONGRESS  RESPECTING  COMMERCIAL  STIPULATIONS. 

In  Congress,  December  31st,  1782. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of 
the  14th  of  October  last  from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the 
Court  of  Versailles. 

Resolved,  That  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  for  negociating 
peace  be  instructed,  in  any  commercial  stipulations  with  Great 
Britain  which  may  be  comprehended  in  a  treaty  of  peace,  to  endeavor 
to  obtain  for  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  a 
direct  commerce  to  all  parts  of  the  British  dominions  and  possessions 
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in  like  manner  as  all  parts  of  the  United  States  may  be  opened  to 
a  direct  commerce  of  British  subjects ;  or,  at  least,  that  such  direct 
commerce  be  extended  to  all  parts  of  the  British  dominions  and 
possessions  in  Europe  and  the  West  Indies.  And  the  said  Ministers 
are  informed  that  stipulations  are  particularly  expected  by  Congress 
in  case  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  each  party  are  to  be  admitted  to 
an  equality  in  matters  of  commerce  with  the  natives  of  the  other 

party. 

o 

ENGLISH    commissioners'    DECLARATION    OF    THE    CESSATION    OF 
HOSTILITIES. 

Paris,  January  20th,  1783. 
Declaration. 

Whereas  the  preliminary  articles  agreed  to  and  signed  this  day 
between  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty  on  the  one  part,  and  also  between  his  said  Britan- 
nic Majesty  and  his  Catholic  Majesty  on  the  other  part,  stipulate  a 
cessation  of  hostilities  between  those  three  Powers,  which  is  to 
commence  upon  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  said  prelim- 
inary articles  ;  and  whereas,  by  the  provisional  treaty  signed  on  the 
thirtieth  of  November  last,  between  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  it  was  stipulated  that  the  said 
treaty  should  have  its  effect  as  soon  as  peace  between  the  said 
Crowns  should  be  established,  the  underwritten  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  his  Britannic  Majesty  declares,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
express  order  of  the  King  his  master,  that  the  said  United  States 
of  North  America,  their  subjects,  and  their  possessions,  shall  be 
comprised  in  the  suspension  of  arms  abovementioned,  and  that  they 
shall,  consequently,  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities, 
at  the  same  periods  and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  three  Crowns 
aforesaid,  and  their  subjects  and  possessions,  respectively  ;  on  condi- 
tion, however,  that  on  the  part  and  in  the  name  of  the  said  United 
States  of  North  America,  there  shall  be  delivered  a  similar  decla- 
ration, expressing  their  assent  to  the  present  suspension  of  arms, 
and  containing  an  assurance  of  the  most  perfect  reciprocity  on  their 
part. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  have  signed    this   present  declaration,  and  have  thereto 
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caused  the  seal  of  our  amis  to  be  affixed,  at  Versailles,  this  twentieth 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

ALLEYNE  FITZHERBERT. 


Signature  of  the  above  Declaration  by  the  American  Commissioners. 

We,  the  underwritten,  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  having  received  from  Mr.  Fitzherbert, 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  a  declaration 
relative  to  a  suspension  of  arras  to  be  established  between  his  said 
Majesty  and  the  said  States,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  viz : 
[See  the  preceding  Declaration.] 

We  have,  in  the  name  of  the  said  United  States  of  North  America, 
and  in  virtue  of  the  powers  we  are  vested  with,  received  the  above 
declaration,  and  do  accept  the  same  by  these  presents,  and  we  do 
reciprocally  declare,  that  said  States  cause  to  cease  all  hostilities 
against  his  Britannic  Majesty,  his  subjects  and  possessions,  at  the 
terms  or  periods  agreed  to  between  his  said  Majesty  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  his  Majesty  the  King  of  France,  and  his  Majesty  the 
King  of  Spain,  in  the  same  manner  as  stipulated  between  those 
three  Crowns,  and  to  have  the  same  effect. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States  of  America,  have  signed  the  present  declaration,  and  have 
hereunto  affixed  the  seals  of  our  arms,  at  Versailles,  the  twentieth 
of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN. 


BRITISH  KING  S   PROCLAMATION  DECLARtNG  A  CESSATION  OF  ARMS. 

By  the  King. 
A  proclamation  declaring  the  cessation  of  arms,  as  well  by  sea  as 
land,  agreed  upon  between  his  Majesty,  the  Most  Christian  King, 
the  King  of  Spain,  the  States-General  of  the  United  Provinces, 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  and  enjoining  the  observance 
thereof. 

George  R. 
Whereas  provisional  articles  were  signed  at  Paris,  on  the  thirtieth 
day  of  November  last,  between  our  Commissioner  for  treating  of 
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peace  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  of  America  and 
the  Commissioners  of  the  said  States,  to  be  inserted  in,  and  to 
constitute  the  treaty  of  peace  proposed  to  be  concluded  between  us 
and  the  said  United  States,  when  terms  of  peace  should  be  agreed 
upon  between  us  and  his  Most  Christian  Majesty;  and  whereas 
preliminaries  for  restoring  peace  between  us  and  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty  were  signed  at  Versailles  on  the  twentieth  day  of  January 
last,  by  the  Ministers  of  us  and  the  Most  Christian  King ;  and 
whereas  preliminaries  for  restoring  peace  between  us  and  the  King 
of  Spain  were  also  signed  at  Versailles  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
January  last,  between  the  Ministers  of  us  and  the  King  of  Spain  ; 
and  whereas  for  putting  an  end  to  the  calamity  of  war,  as  soon  and 
as  far  as  it  may  be  possible,  it  has  been  agreed  between  us,  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  the  States-General  of  the 
United  Provinces,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  as  follows,  that 
is  to  say  : 

That  such  vessels  and  effects  as  should  be  taken  in  the  Channel 
and  in  the  North  seas,  after  a  space  of  twelve  days,  to  be  computed 
from  the  ratification  of  the  said  preliminary  articles,  should  be 
restored  on  all  sides  ;  that  the  term  should  be  one  month  from  the 
Channel  and  the  North  seas,  as  far  as  the  Canary  Islands  inclusively, 
whether  in  the  ocean  or  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  two  months  from  the 
said  Canary  Islands  as  far  as  the  equinoctial  line  or  equator;  and. 
lastly,  five  months  in  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  without  any 
exception,  or  any  other  more  particular  description  of  time  or  place. 

And  whereas  the  ratifications  of  the  said  preliminary  articles, 
between  us  and  the  Most  Christian  King,  in  due  form  were 
exchanged  by  the  Ministers  of  us  and  of  the  Most  Christian  King, 
on  the  third  day  of  this  instant  February  :  and  the  ratifications  of 
the  said  preliminary  articles,  between  us  and  the  King  of  Spain, 
were  exchanged  between  the  Ministers  of  us  and  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  on  the  ninth  day  of  this  instant  February ;  from  which  days, 
respectively,  the  several  terms  above  mentioned,  of  twelve  days,  of 
two  months,  and  five  months,  are  to  be  computed  ;  and  whereas  it 
is  our  royal  will  and  pleasure  that  the  cessation  of  hostilities  between 
us  and  the  States-General  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  should  be  agreeable  to  the  epochs  fixed  between 
us  and  the  Most  Christian  King : 
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We  have  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  our  Privy  Coun- 
cil, to  notify  the  same  to  all  our  loving  subjects  ;  and  we  do  declare 
that  our  royal  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  strictly  charge 
and  command  all  our  officers,  both  at  sea  and  land,  and  all  our  other 
subjects  whatsoever,  to  forbear  all  acts  of  hostility,  either  by  sea  or 
land,  against  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  the  King  of  Spain,  the 
States-General  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  their  vessels,  or  subjects,  from  and  after  the  respective 
times  above  mentioned,  and  under  the  penalty  of  incurring  our 
highest  displeasure. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James,  the  fourteenth  day  of  February, 
in  the  twenty-third  year  of  our  reign,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

God  save  the  King. 


ALLEYNE  FITZHERBERT  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Paris,  February  18th,  1783. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  packet,  containing 
one  hundred  passports  for  American  vessels,  which  I  have  this 
moment  received  by  a  courier  from  England. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  acquainting  you  that  a  proclamation 
was  issued  out  in  the  King's  name,  on  the  14th  instant,  making 
known  the  cessation  of  hostilities  which  has  been  agreed  upon 
between  the  several  belligerent  Powers ;  and  declaring  further,  that 
the  several  epochas  at  which  the  said  armistice  is  to  commence, 
between  his  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  North  America,  are  to 
be  computed  from  the  third  day  of  this  instant  February,  being  the 
day  on  which  the  ratifications  of  the  preliminaries  were  exchanged 
between  his  Majesty  and  the  Most  Christian  King.  I  must  add, 
that  his  Majesty  was  induced  to  take  this  step,  under  the  firm 
expectation  that  you,  gentlemen,  would  correspond  to  it  on  your 
parts,  by  adopting  the  same  measure  reciprocally,  in  the  name  of 
the  States,  your  masters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc, 

ALLEYNE  FITZHERBERT. 
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AMERICAN  commissioners'   DECLARATION  OF    THE  CESSATION  OF 
HOSTILITIES. 

By  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America 
for  making  peace  with  Great  Britain, 

A  Declaration 

Of  the  cessation  of  arms,  as  well  by  sea  as  land,  agreed  upon 
between  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Whereas  preliminary  articles  were  signed  at  Paris,  on  the  thirtieth 
day  of  November  last,  between  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  his  said 
Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  of  the  said  States,  to  be 
inserted  in,  and  to  constitute  the  treaty  of  peace,  to  be  concluded 
•between  his  said  Majesty  and  the  said  United  States,  when  terms  of 
peace  should  be  agreed  upon  between  his  said  Majesty  and  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty.  And  whereas,  preliminaries  for  restoring  peace, 
between  his  said  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  were  signed  at  Versailles,  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  January  last,  by  the  respective  Ministers  of  their  said  Majesties  ; 
and  whereas,  preliminaries  for  restoring  peace,  between  his  said 
Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Spain,  were  also  signed  at  Versailles,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Jan- 
uary last,  by  their  respective  Ministers ;  and  whereas,  for  putting  an 
end  to  the  calamity  of  war,  as  soon  and  as  far  as  possible,  it  has 
been  agreed,  between  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  the  King  of  Spain,  the  States-General  of  the  United 
Provinces,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  as  follows,  that  is  to 
say  : 

That  such  vessels  and  effects  as  should  be  taken  in  the  Channel 
and  in  the  North  seas,  after  the  space  of  twelve  days,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  ratification  of  the  said  preliminary  articles,  should  be 
restored  on  all  sides  ;  that  the  term  should  be  one  month,  from  the 
Channel  and  North  seas  as  far  as  the  Canary  Islands,  inclusively, 
whether  the  ocean  or  the  Mediterranean  j  two  months,  from  the 
said  Canary  Islands,  as  far  as  the  equinoctial  line,  or  equator ;  and, 
lastly,  five  months  in  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  without  any 
exception,  or  any  other  more  particular  description  of  time  or  place ; 
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And  whereas,  the  ratifications  of  the  said  preliminary  articles 
between  his  said  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  in  due  form  were  exchanged  by  their  Ministers, 
pn  the  third  day  of  this  instant  February,  from  which  day  the 
several  terms  above  mentioned,  of  twelve  days,  of  one  month,  of 
two  months,  and  of  five  months,  are  to  be  computed  relative  to  all 
British  and  American  vessels  and  effects  ; 

Now  therefore,  we,  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States  of  America,  for  making  peace  with  Great  Britain,  do  notify 
to  the  people  and  citizens  of  the  said  United  States  of  America, 
that  hostilities  on  their  part  against  his  Britannic  Majesty,  both  by 
sea  and  land,  are  to  cease  at  the  expiration  of  the  terms  herein- 
before specified  therefor,  and  which  terms  are  to  be  computed  from 
the  third  day  of  February  instant.  And  we  do,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  said  United  States,  accordingly  warn  and 
enjoin  all  their  officers  and  citizens  to  forbear  all  acts  of  hostility 
whatever,  either  by  land  or  by  sea,  against  his  said  Majesty  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  or  his  subjects,  under  the  penalty  of  incurring  the 
highest  displeasure  of  the  said  United  States. 

Given  at  Paris,  the  twentieth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  under  our  hands 

^"^  ^^^*'-  JOHN  ADAMS, 

B.  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JAY. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Philadelphia,  March  25th,  1783. 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  favor  of  your  joint  letter  by  the 
Washington,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  Preliminary  Articles ;  both 
were  laid  before  Congress.  The  articles  have  met  with  their  warmest 
approbation,  and  have  been  generally  seen  by  the  people  in  the  most 
favorable  point  of  view. 

The  steadiness  manifested  in  not  treating  without  an  express 
acknowledgment  of  your  independence  previous  to  a  treaty,  is 
approved,  and  it  is  not  doubted  but  it  accelerated  that  declaration. 
The  boundaries  are  as  extensive  as  we  have  a  right  to  expect;  and 
we  have  nothing  to  complain  of  with  respect  to  the  fisheries.     My 
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sentiments  as  to  English  debts  you  have  in  a  former  letter.  No 
honest  man  could  wish  to  withhold  them.  A  little  forbearance 
in  British  creditors,  till  people  have  recovered  in  part  from  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  war,  will  be  necessary  to  render  this  article 
palatable,  and  indeed- to  secure  more  effectually  the  debt.  The 
article  relative  to  the  loyalists  is  not  quite  so  accurately  expressed  as 
I  could  wish  it  to  have  been.  What,  for  instance,  is  intended  by 
real  British  subjects  ?  It  is  clear  to  me  that  it  will  operate  nothing 
in  their  favor  in  any  State  in  the  Union,  but  as  you  made  no  secret 
of  this  to  the  British  Commissioners,  they  will  have  nothing  to 
charge  you  with  ;  and  indeed,  the  whole  clause  seems  rather  to  have 
been  inserted  to  appease  the  clamor  of  these  poor  wretches  than  to 
satisfy  their  wants.  Britain  would  have  discovered  more  candor  and 
magnanimity  in  paying  to  them  three  months'  expense  of  the  war 
establishment,  which  would  have  been  an  ample  compensation  for  all 
their  losses,  and  left  no  germ  of  dissatisfaction  to  bud  and  bloom  and 
ripen  into  discontents  here.  Another  mad  Administration  may  think 
the  non-compliance  of  the  Legislatures  with  the  recommendations  of 
Congress  on  this  subject  a  sufficient  cause  for  giving  themselves  and 
us  new  troubles.  You,  however,  were  perfectly  right  in  agreeing  to 
the  article — the  folly  was  theirs,  who  did  not  either  insist  upon  more 
or  give  up  this. 

But,  gentlemen,  though  the  issue  of  your  treaty  has  been  success- 
ful, though  I  am  satisfied  that  we  are  much  indebted  to  your  firmness 
and  perseverance,  to  your  accurate  knowledge  of  our  situation,  and 
of  our  wants,  for  this  success,  yet  I  feel  no  little  pain  at  the  distrust 
manifested  in  the  management  of  it ;  particularly  in  signing  the 
treaty  without  communicating  it  to  the  Court  of  Versailles  till  afteir 
the  signature,  and  in  concealing  the  separate  article  from  it  even 
when  signed.  I  have  examined,  with  the  most  minute  attention,  all 
the  reasons  assigned  in  your  several  letters  to  justify  these  suspicions. 
I  confess  they  do  not  appear  to  strike  me  so  forcibly  as  they  have 
done  you ;  and  it  gives  me  pain  that  the  character  for  candor  and 
fidelity  to  its  engagements,  which  should  always  characterize  a  great 
people,  should  have  been  impeached  thereby.  The  concealment 
was,  in  my  opinion,  absolutely  unnecessary ;  for,  had  the  Court  of 
France  disapproved  the  terms  you  had  made  after  they  had  been 
agreed  upon,  they  could  not  have  acted  so  absurdly  as  to  counteract 
you  at  that  late  day,  and  thereby  put  themselves  in  the  power  of  an 
Vol.  v.— 31 
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enemy  who  would  certainly  betray  them,  and  perhaps  justify  you  in 
making  terms  for  yourselves. 

The  secret  article  is  no  otherwise  important  than  as  it  carries  in 
it  the  seeds  of  enmity  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  and  shows  a  marked 
preference  for  an  open  enemy.  It  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  been 
much  better  to  have  fixed  on  the  same  boundaries  for  West  Florida, 
into  whatever  hands  it  fell,  without  showing  any  preference,  or 
rendering  concealment  necessary  ;  since  all  the  arguments  in  favor 
of  the  cession  to  England  would  then  have  operated  with  equal 
force,  and  nothing  have  been  lost  by  it ;  for  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that,  whether  Florida  shall  at  the  close  of  the  war  be  ceded  to 
England  or  to  Spain,  it  will  be  ceded  as  it  was  held  by  Britain.  The 
separate  article  is  not,  I  suppose,  by  this  time  a  secret  in  Europe ;  it 
can  hardly  be  considered  as  such  in  America.  The  treaty  was  sent 
out  to  the  General,  with  this  article  annexed,  by  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
without  the  smallest  injunction  of  secrecy.  So  that,  I  dare  say,  it 
has  been  pretty  generally  read  at  head-quarters.  Congress  stil! 
conceal  it  here.  I  feel  for  the  embarrassment  explanations  on  this 
subject  must  subject  you  to,  when  this  secret  is  known  to  your  allies^ 
I  intended  to  have  submitted  this  letter  to  Congress,  but  I  find 
there  is  not  the  least  prospect  of  obtaining  any  decision  upon  it  in 
time  to  send  by  this  conveyance,  if  at  ail.  I  leave  you  to  collect 
their  sentiments,  as  far  as  I  know  them,  from  the  following  state  of 
their  proceedings:  After  your  joint  and  separate  letters  and  the 
journals  had  been  submitted  to  them  by  me,  and  had  been  read,  they 
were  referred  back  to  me  to  report  upon,  when  I  wrote  them  a  letter, 
and  when  it  was  taken  into  consideration  motions  were  made  and 
debated  a  whole  day.  After  which  the  letter  and  motions  were 
committed,  and  a  report  brought  in.  This  was  under  consideration 
two  days,  when  the  arrival  of  a  vessel  from  Cadiz,  with  letters  from 
the  Count  d'Estaing  and  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  containing 
accounts  that  the  preliminaries  were  signed,  induced  many  members 
to  think  it  would  be  improper  to  proceed  in  the  report,  and  in  that 
state  it  remains  without  any  express  decision.  From  this  you  will 
draw  your  own  inferences. 

I  make  no  apology  for  the  part  I  have  taken  in  this  business.  I 
am  satisfied  you  will  readily  acquit  me  for  having  discharged  what  I 
conceived  to  be  my  duty,  upon  such  a  view  of  things  as  you  pre- 
sented to  me.     In  declaring  my  sentiments  freely,  I  invite  you  to 
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treat  me  with  equal  candor  in  your  letters,  and,  in  sending  original 
papers,  I  guard  against  misrepresentations  that  might  give  you  pain. 
Upon  the  whole,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  assuring  you  that  the 
services  you  have  rendered  your  country,  in  bringing  this  business  to 
a  happy  issue,  are  very  gratefully  received  by  them,  however  we 
may  differ  in  sentiments  about  the  mode  of  doing  it. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  extreme  negligence  of  the  different  States  has 
prevented,  and  will  probably  long  prevent,  my  being  able  to  send 
you  a  state  of  the  injury  done  to  real  property,  and  the  number  of 
slaves  destroyed  and  carried  off  by  the  British  troops  and  their  allies, 
though  no  pains  have  been  or  shall  be  wanting,  on  my  part,  to  urge 
them  to  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen, 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


PROCLAMATION  OF  CONGRESS  DECLARING  A  CESSATION  OF  ARMS. 

By  the  United  States  of  Am.erica  in  Congress  assembled. 
A  Proclamation 

Declaring  the  cessation  of  arms,  as  well  by  sea  as  by  land,  agreed 
upon  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  and  enjoining  the  observance  thereof. 

Whereas,  provisional  articles  were  signed  at  Paris  on  the  30th 
day  of  November  last,  between  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  treating  of  peace  and  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  to  be  inserted  in  and  to 
constitute  the  treaty  of  peace  proposed  to  be  concluded  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  his  Britannic  Majesty,  when  terms  of 
peace  should  be  agreed  upon  between  their  Most  Christian  and 
Britannic  Majesties ;  and  whereas,  preliminaries  for  restoring  peace 
between  their  Most  Christian  and  Britannic  Majesties  were  signed  at 
Versailles,  on  the  20th  day  of  January  last,  by  the  Ministers  of  their 
Most  Christian  and  Britannic  Majesties  ;  and  whereas,  preliminaries 
for  restoring  peace  between  the  said  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
King  of  Spain,  were  also  signed  at  Versailles,  on  the  same  20th  day 
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of  January  last.  By  which  said  prehminary  articles  it  has  been 
agreed,  that  as  soon  as  the  same  were  ratified,  hostilities  between 
the  said  Kings,  their  kingdoms,  States,  and  subjects,  should  cease  in 
all  parts  of  the  world ;  and  it  was  further  agreed,  that  all  vessels 
and  effects  that  might  be  taken  in  the  Channel  and  in  the  North 
seas,  after  the  space  of  twelve  days  from  the  ratification  of  the  said 
preliminary  articles,  should  be  restored  ;  that  the  term  should  be  one 
month  from  the  Channel  and  North  seas  as  far  as  the  Canary  Islands, 
inclusively,  whether  in  the  ocean  or  the  ]\Iediterranean  ;  two  months 
from  the  said  Canary  Islands  as  far  as  the  equinoctial  line  or  equator; 
and  lastly,  five  months  in  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  without  any 
exception  or  more  particular  description  of  time  or  place. 

And  whereas,  it  was  declared  by  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  name  and  by  the  express  order  of 
the  King  his  master,  on  the  said  20th  day  of  January  last,  that  the 
said  United  States  of  America,  their  subjects,  and  their  possessions, 
shall  be  comprised  in  the  abovementioned  suspension  of  arms  at  the 
same  epochs,  and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  three  Crowns  above 
mentioned,  their  subjects,  and  possessions  respectively  ;  upon  condi- 
tion that,  on  the  part  and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  a  similar  declaration  shall  be  delivered,  expressly  declaring 
their  assent  to  the  said  suspension  of  arms,  and  containing  an  assu- 
rance of  the  most  perfect  reciprocity  on  their  part ; 

And  whereas  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  these  United  States 
did,  on  the  20th  day  of  January,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  said  United  States,  accept  the  said  declaration,  and  declare 
that  the  said  States  should  cause  all  hostilities  to  cease  against  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  his  subjects,  and  his  possessions,  at  the  terms 
and  epochs  agreed  upon  between  his  said  Majesty  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  his  Majesty  the  King  of  France,  and  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Spain,  so  and  in  the  same  manner  as  had  been  agreed  upon 
between  those  three  Crowns,  and  to  produce  the  same  effects ; 

And  whereas,  the  ratifications  of  the  said  preliminary  articles 
between  their  Most  Christian  and  Britannic  Majesties,  were  exchanged 
by  their  Ministers  on  the  3d  day  of  February  last ;  and  between  his 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  King  of  Spain,  on  the  9th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary last ; 

And  whereas  it  is  our  will  and  pleasure  that  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Britannic 
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Majesty  should  be  conformable  to  the  epochs  fixed  between  their 
Most  Christian  and  Britannic  Majesties  : 

We  have  thought  fit  to  make  known  the  same  to  the  citizens  of 
these  States;  and  we  hereby  strictly  charge  and  command  all  our 
officers,  both  by  sea  and  land,  and  other  subjects  of  these  United 
States,  to  forbear  all  acts  of  hostility,  either  by  sea  or  by  land, 
against  his  Britannic  Majesty  or  his  subjects  from  and  after  the 
respective  times  agreed  upon  between  their  Most  Christian  and 
Britannic  Majesties,  as  aforesaid. 

And  we  do  further  require  all  Governors  and  others,  the  executive 
powers  of  these  United  States  respectively,  to  cause  this  our  procla- 
mation to  be  made  public,  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be  duly 
observed  within  their  several  jurisdictions. 

Given  under  the  seal  of  the  United  States.  Witness  his  Excel- 
lency Elias  Boudinot,  President,  this  twelfth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and 
of  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United  States  the 
seventh. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

•  Philadelphia,  April  21st,  1763. 

Gentlemen, 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  provisional  articles,  and  a  subsequent 
account  brought  by  a  vessel,  despatched  by  Count  d'Estaing,  I 
wrote  letters  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  Admiral  Digby,  to  which  I 
received  answers.  You  will  find  them  cold  and  distant.  Those 
they  wrote  to  the  Minister  of  France,  in  answer  to  similar  commu- 
nications made  by  him,  were  still  more  so,  and  contain  the  same 
illiberal  doubts  which  are  mentioned  in  mine,  expressed  in  much 
stronger  terms.  When  they  received  an  authentic  account  of  the 
treaty,  they  sent  a  copy  of  it  (no  part  being  omitted)  to  Congress, 
through  the  General.  When  the  proclamation  for  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  was  received  at  New  York,  it  was  sent  to  me  by  an  officer 
with  a  letter,  to  which  I  returned  an  answer. 

After  this,  two  great  questions  were  agitated  in  Congress.  1st. 
Whether  they  should  proceed  to  the  immediate  ratification  of  the 
provisional  articles ;  and,  2dly.  Whether  they  should  release  their 
prisoners.    Some  maintained,  with  respect  to  the  first  of  these  points. 
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that  they  knew  not  in  what  light  to  consider  the  provisional  articles, 
whether  as  preliminaries  or  a  definitive  treaty.  That  the  preamble 
said  they  were  to  constitute  the  treaty,  while  at  the  same  time  they 
were  only  to  be  inserted  in  it.  These  terms  they  considered  as 
contradictory  ;  and  they  wished  to  have  explanations  from  you  on 
this  head,  to  know  what  the  operation  of  a  ratification  would  be, 
and  they  inferred  from  your  silence  that  none  was  necessary.  They 
observed  that  no  time  was  set  for  the  evacuation  of  New  York ;  that 
the  ratification  would  in  some  measure  compel  them  to  release  their 
prisoners,  and  thus  strengthen  their  hands,  when  it  was  possible  a 
definitive  treaty  might  not  take  effect  between  Great  Britain  and 
France  ;  and  that  the  ratification  and  the  restoration  of  prisoners,  if 
it  left  us  nothing  more  to  do,  was  in  some  sort  to  desert  our  allies. 
To  this  it  was  answered  that  the  provisional  articles  were  only  to  be 
received  as  preliminary,  that  from  the  very  nature  of  them  they 
could  not  be  definitive;  that  the  ratification  would  not  alter  the 
nature  of  them,  but  confirm  them  as  they  stood  ;  that  they  were 
confessedly  very  advantageous  to  us ;  that  the  neglecting  any  such 
acceptation  of  them  as  was  necessary  on  our  part,  would  give  the 
enemy  a  pretence  for  violating  the  stipulations  they  contained;  that 
the  principal  points  between  France  and  Great  Britain  being  settled, 
we  had  no  reason  to  apprehend  ^failure  of  a  definitive  treaty;  that 
it  was  important  to  show  that  we  were  determined  to  adhere  in  every 
particular  to  the  engagements  you  had  made.  These  arguments 
prevailed,  and  a  resolution  passed  directing  the  ratification  which  I 
enclose.  It  is  probable  that  the  definitive  treaty  will  be  signed 
before  this  can  reach  you,  otherwise  it  would  be  extremely  desirable 
that  some  ambiguities  in  the  provisional  articles  should  be  cleared 
up,  and  other  objects,  which  have  been  at  different  times  touched 
upon  in  my  public  letters,  attended  to. 

The  sixth  article  is  not  so  precisely  expressed  as  to  point  out  to 
what  time  the  word  future  refers,  whether  to  the  signature  of  the 
provisional  articles,  whether  to  the  act  which  gave  it  the  force  of  a 
treaty,  or  to  the  definitive  treaty.  Though  I  should  suppose  the 
second  to  be  the  intention  from  the  opposition  between  the  words 
now  and  the  time  of  the  ratification  in  America. 

The  seventh  article  leaves  the  time  for  the  evacuation  of  New 
York  upon  so  loose  a  footing  that  I  fear  our  troublesome  guests  will 
long  continue  to  be  such,  unless  a  day  is  fixed  on  for  their  departure 
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in  the  definitive  treaty.  You  can  easily  conceive  the  impatience 
that  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  New  York  feel  at  every  moment's 
delay,  and  the  fears  and  jealousies  that  prevail  among  them  lest  it 
should  be  meant  to  retain  these  posts  as  pledges  for  the  performance 
of  the  stipulations  in  favor  of  the  Tories.  By  the  debates  in  Parlia- 
ment on  the  3d  of  March,  it  is  evident  that  they  had  then  no  orders 
to  evacuate. 

You  will  observe  that  the  ratification  does  not  extend  to  the 
separate  article.  The  treaty  between  Spain  and  Great  Britain 
renders  it  unnecessary ;  and  Congress  not  caring  to  express  any  senti- 
ment upon  that  subject,  I  refer  you  to  my  letters  to  Dr.  Franklin  and 
]Mr.  Jay  upon  the  subject  of  a  free  trade  with  the  West  Indies  and 
the  log-wood  trade,  which  are  important  objects  here ;  and  I  hope 
will  be  attended  to  in  your  definitive  treaty.  It  were  to  be  wished 
that  the  ambiguity  with  respect  to  the  time  of  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  upon  this  coast  was  cleared  up,  and  the  construction  we 
put  upon  it  adopted,  to  wit,  that  by  as  far  as  the  Canaries,  was 
intended  the  latitude  of  the  Canaries,  which  construction  can  be 
supported  by  a  variety  of  arguments,  and  is  extremely  important  to 
us,  as  a  number  of  our  vessels  have  been  taken  since  the  3d  of 
]March. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &ic., 

liOBERT  R.  LIVIi\GSTON. 


MR.  GRAND  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

*■  Paris,  May  lOih,  17S3. 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  some  months  ago  since  I  had  the  honor  to  write  you,  and  am 
well  persuaded,  although  I  received  no  answer  thereto,  that  it  will 
have  engaged  your  attention.  I  earnestly  wish  it  may  have  been 
productive  of  an  improvement  to  the  finances  of  Congress,  which  I 
then  foresaw  would  be  short  of  our  wants,  and  which  is  unfortu- 
nately too  much  the  case  at  present. 

Last  month  I  remitted  to  the  honorable  Robert  Morris  the  state  of 
his  account;  the  balance  of  which  was  413,892  livres  13c.  Qs.  due 
to  me.     This,  added  to  the   subsequent  payments  I  had  to  make, 
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would  have  thrown  me  into  a  state  of  perplexity  had  it  not  been  for 
the  assistance  given  me  by  the  Garde  dii  Trcsor  Royal. 

You  will  see,  gentlemen,  by  the  statement  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  for  your  consideration,  that  the  sums  I  am  to  pay  exceed  by 
one  million  those  that  are  to  be  paid  me.  And  making  even  abstrac- 
tion of  all  that  is  not  Mr.  Morris's  bill,  there  still  remains  a  deficit 
of  500,000  livres,  independent  of  the  allowance  to  be  made  for  his 
usual  wants  from  January  24lh  (date  of  his  last  bills)  up  to  the  l"2ih 
of  March. 

I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  say  that  I  have  exerted  to 
this  instant  all  that  my  zeal  and  my  faculties  could  suggest  to  me. 
Did  the  last  keep  pace  with  the  former,  I  should  never  have  applied 
but  to  them.  However,  the  state  of  affairs  is  such  now  that  a  reso- 
lution must  be  taken  relative  thereto,  and  even  without  delay ;  the 
bearers  of  Mr.  Morris's  bills  growing  so  urgent  upon  me  that,  rather 
than  to  have  occasioned  any  difficulty  before  I  could  be  informed  of 
your  resolution  I  preferred  accepting  a  further  sum  of  54,000  livres 
this  day. 

1  crave  your  Excellencies  will  honor  me  with  a  quick  answer ; 
mean  time,  1  remain,  he,  GRAND 


Slate  of  the  Finances   of  Congress  at  Paris,  on  the  lOth  of  May, 
1783. 

Balance  due  to  me  on  the  last  account Livres  413,892  13     9 

Sums  paid  by  his  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin's 

orders , 172,001     5     1 

The  honorable  Robert  .Alorris's  drafts  to  be  paid. .  1,872,871      1    10 
His  fresh  drafts  from  January  24th,  at  60  days' 

sight,  of  which  I  have  already  accepted  54,000 

livres 804,371     8     0 

Interest  on  the  Dutch  loan 400,000 

Sabatier  h  Desprez's  claim  for  articles  to 

the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 134,000 

534,000     0     0 

Livres  3,797,136     8     8 
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M.  DE  LA  FAYETTE  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Paris,  May  12th,  1783. 
Gentlemen, 

Having  yesterday  conferred  with  Connt  de  Vergennes  upon  some 
public  concerns,  he  requested  I  would  tell  you  what,  instead  of 
troubling  you  with  a  demand  of  a  meeting,  I  think  better  to  mention 
in  this  note. 

The  several  Powers,  said  he,  are  going  to  make  up  their  treaties, 
and  when  ready  to  sign,  they  will,  of  course,  meet  to  do  it  all 
together.  The  mediation  of  the  Emperor  and  that  of  Russia  have 
been  required,  and  under  that  mediation  the  French  treaty  will  be 
signed ;  it  now  rests  with  America  to  know  if  she  will  conclude  her 
treaty  under  the  mediation,  or  chooses  to  let  it  alone.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  it.  But,  in  case  you  prefer  to  have  it.  Count  de 
Vergennes  thinks  it  is  time  to  join  with  England  in  making  a  com- 
bined application  to  the  Court  of  Vienna  and  that  of  Petersburgh. 

So  far,  gentlemen,  I  have  been  requested  to  speak  to  you.  I  will 
add  that  from  my  last  conferences  on  the  subject,  I  hope  we  may 
get  the  harbor  of  L'Orient,  as  we  have  wished,  for  the  American 
trade. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  great  and  affectionate 
respect.  L^  FAYETTE. 


DAVID  HARTLEY  S  COMMISSION. 

George  R. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Uuke  of  Brunswick  and 
Lunenburg,  Arch  Treasurer  and  Prince  Elector  of  the  Holy  Roman 
Empire,  and  so  forth,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
greeting  : 

Whereas,  for  the  perfecting  and  establishing  the  peace,  friendship, 
and  good  understanding  so  happily  commenced  by  the  Provisional 
Articles  signed  at  Paris,  the  thirtietli  day  of  November  last,  by  the 
Commissioners  of  us,  and  our  good  friends,  the  United    States  of 
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America,  viz.,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three 
lower  counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  in  North  America,  and  for  opening, 
promoting,  and  rendering  perpetual,  the  mutual  intercourse  of  trade 
and  commerce  between  our  kingdoms  and  the  dominions  of  the  said 
United  States,  we  have  thought  proper  to  invest  some  fit  person  with 
full  powers  on  our  part  to  meet  and  confer  with  the  Ministers  of  the 
said  United  States,  now  residing  at  Paris,  duly  authorised  for  the 
accomplishing  of  such  laudable  and  salutary  purposes. 

Now  know  ye,  that  we,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in 
the  wisdom,  loyalty,  diligence,  and  circumspection  of  our  trusty  and 
well-beloved  David  Hartley,  (on  whom  we  have  heretofore  conferred 
the  rank  of  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary,)  have  nominated,  consti- 
tuted, and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  nominate,  constitute, 
and  appoint  him,  our  true,  certain,  and  undoubted  Commissioner, 
Procurator,  and  Plenipotentiary  ;  giving  and  granting  to  him  all,  and 
all  manner  of  faculty,  power,  and  authority,  together  with  general, 
as  well  as  special  order  (so  as  the  general  do  not  derogate  from  the 
special,  nor  on  the  contrary)  for  us,  and  in  our  name,  to  meet,  confer, 
treat,  and  conclude  with  the  Minister  or  Ministers,  furnished  with 
sufficient  powers,  on  the  part  of  our  said  good  friends,  the  United 
States  of  America,  of  and  concerning  all  such  matters  and  things  as 
may  be  requisite  and  necessary  for  accomplishing  and  completing 
the  several  ends  and  purposes  herein  beforementioned,  and  also  for 
us,  and  in  our  name  to  sign  such  treaty  or  treaties,  conventioA  or 
conventions,  or  other  instruments  whatsoever,  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  in  the  premises ;  and  mutually  to  deliver  and  receive  the  same 
in  exchange,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  such  other  acts,  matters,  and 
things,  as  may  be  any  ways  proper  and  conducive  to  the  purposes 
abovementioned,  in  as  full  and  ample  form  and  manner,  and  with 
the  like  validity  and  effect,  as  we  ourself,  if  we  were  present,  could 
do  and  perform  the  same ;  engaging  and  promising,  on  our  royal 
word,  that  we  will  accept,  ratify,  and  confirm  in  the  most  effectual 
manner  all  such  acts,  matters,  and  things,  as  shall  be  so  transacted 
and  concluded  by  our  aforesaid  Commissioner,  Procurator,  and 
Plenipotentiary,  and  that  we  will  never  suffer  any  person  to  violate 
the  same,  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  or  to  act  contrary  thereto. 
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In  testimony  and  confirmation  of  all  which,  we  have  caused  our 
great  seal  of  Great  Britain  to  be  afliKed  to  these  presents,  signed 
with  our  royal  hand. 

Given  at  our  palace  at  St.  James,  the  fourteenth  day  of  May,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three, 
and  the  twenty-third  year  of  our  reign. 

I,  David  Hartley,  the  Minister  abovementioned,  certify  the  fore- 
going to  be  a  true  copy  from  my  original  commission,  delivered  to 
the  American  Ministers  this  19th  day  of  May,  1783. 

D.  HARTLEY. 


AN  ORDER  OF  THE  BRITISH  COUNCIL. 

Copy  of  the  Order  in  Council,  the  14th  of  May,  1783,  read  to, 
and  left  with  the  American  Ministers  this  21st  day  of  May,  1783, 
by  Mr.  Hartley. 

At  the  Court  of  St  James,  May  14th,  1783. 

Present.     The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  Parliament  passed  this  session,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  preventing  certain  instruments  from  being  required  from 
ships  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  give  to  his 
Majesty,  for  a  limited  time,  certain  powers  for  the  better  carrying  on 
trade  and  commerce  between  the  subjects  of  his  Majesty's  dominions 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,"  it  is,  among  other 
things,  enacted,  that,  during  the  continuance  of  the  said  act,  it  shall, 
and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Majesty  in  Council,  by  order  or  orders  to 
be  issued  and  published  from  time  to  time,  to  give  such  directions, 
and  to  make  such  regulations  with  respect  to  duties,  drawbacks,  or 
otherwise,  for  carrying  on  the  trade  and  commerce  between  the 
people  and  territories  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and 
tlie  people  and  territories  of  the  said  United  States,  as  to  his  Majesty 
in  Council  shall  appear  most  expedient  and  salutary,  any  law,  usage, 
or  custom,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  His  Majesty  does, 
therefore,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  hereby  order 
and  direct  that  any  oil,  or  unmanufactured  goods  or  merchandises, 
being  tl)e  growth  or  production  of  any  of  the  territories  of  the  said 
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United  States  of  America,  may  (until  further  order)  be  imported 
directly  from  thence  into  any  of  the  ports  of  this  kingdom,  either  in 
British  or  American  ships,  by  British  subjects,  or  by  any  of  the 
people  inhabiting  in,  and  belonging  to  the  said  United  States,  or 
any  of  them,  and  such  goods  and  merchandises  shall  and  may  be 
entered  and  landed  in  any  port  in  this  kingdom,  upon  payment  of 
the  same  duties  as  the  like  sort  of  goods  are  or  may  be  subject  and 
liable  to,  if  imported  by  British  subjects  in  British  ships  from  any 
British  island  or  plantation  in  America,  and  no  other,  notwithstand- 
ing such  goods  or  merchandises,  or  the  ships  in  which  the  same  may 
be  brought,  may  not  be  accompanied  with  the  certificates  or  other 
documents  heretofore  required  by  law ;  and  it  is  hereby  further 
ordered  and  directed,  that  there  shall  be  the  same  drawbacks, 
exemptions,  and  bounties  on  merchandises  and  goods  exported  from 
Great  Britain  into  the  territories  of  the  said  United  States  of 
America,  or  any  of  them,  as  are  allowed  upon  the  exportation  of 
the  like  goods  or  merchandise,  to  any  of  the  islands,  plantations,  or 
colonies  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  in  America  ;  and 
it  is  hereby  further  ordered  and  directed,  that  all  American  ships 
and  vessels  which  shall  have  voluntarily  come  into  any  port  of 
Great  Britain  since  the  20th  of  January,  1783,  shall  be  admitted, 
together  with  the  goods  and  merchandises  on  board  the  same  ships 
and  vessels,  to  the  full  benefit  of  this  order ;  and  the  Right  Honor- 
able the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  and  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  are  to  give  the  necessary 
directions  herein,  as  to  them  may  respectively  appertain.* 

WILLIAM  FAWKNER. 


*  See  the  following  papers  in  Henry  Laurens's  Correspondence,  Vol.  I.,  pp. 
742—744,  viz: 

1.  Articles  proposed  to  the  American  Commissioners  by  Mr.  Hartley. 

2.  Mr.  Hartley's  proposed  article  of  agreement,  delivered  by  him  to  the  Amer- 
can  Commissioners  for  their  consideration  May  21st,  1783. 

3.  Observations  and  propositions  of  Mr.  Hartley  left  with  the  American  Min- 
isters? May  21st,  1783. 

Also  in  Franklin's  Correspondence,  Vol.  II,  pp.  419,  421,  430,  and  the  following, 
viz: 

1.  Conciliatory  propositions. 

2.  Sketch  of  a  provisional  treaty  of  commerce. 

3.  Supplemental  treaty. 
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COUNT  DE  VERGENNES'S  PROPOSED  NEW  ARTICLES. 
[Delivered  to  Dr.  Franklin  on  the  20th  of  May,  1783.] 
Translation. 

The  intention  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  in  concluding  between  them  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  having  been  that  their  respective  subjects 
should  enjoy  all  the  advantages,  privileges,  and  exemptions  which 
the  most  favored  nations  enjoy  or  may  enjoy,  and  his  said  Majesty 
and  the  United  States,  wishing  to  prevent  any  misunderstandings 
that  may  arise  by  a  false  application  of  the  2d  and  3d  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  commerce  of  February  6th,  1778,  have  thought  it  proper 
to  determine  in  a  precise  manner  the  principles  which  ought  to  be 
followed  on  one  part  and  the  other,  concerning  the  matter  in  question. 
In  consequence,  it  is  proposed  that  his  Majesty  and  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  agree  to  the  following  articles  : 

Article  I.  To  interpret,  as  far  as  is  necessary,  the  2d  article 
of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  concluded  February  6th,  1778, 
the  United  States  declare  that  all  the  advantages,  privileges,  and 
exemptions  which  are  accorded,  or  may  be  accorded  hereafter,  in 
regard  to  navigation  and  commerce,  to  any  nation.  Power,  or  State 
whatever,  shall  be  common  to  the  French  nation,  and  that  these 
shall  be  enjoyed  conformably  to  article  3d  of  the  treaty,  in  such 
manner  that  in  no  case,  or  under  any  pretext,  shall  the  said  United 
States  exact  any  compensation  from  his  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

Article  II.  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  promises  and  engages 
on  his  part,  to  cause  the  subjects  of  the  United  States  to  enjoy,  in 
conformity  with  the  3d  article  abovementioned,  all  the  advantages, 
privileges,  and  exemptions  which  the  most  favored  nations  now 
enjoy,  or  may  enjoy  hereafter,  and  that  without  exacting  any  com- 
pensation from  the  said  States. 


to  MR.  GRAND. 

Paris,  May  22(1,  1783. 
Sir, 
We  have  received  the  letter  you  did  us  the  honor  to  write  us  on 
the  10th  day  of  this  month,  containing  a  brief  state  of  the  affairs 
of  the  United  States  in  your  hands. 
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We  see  the  difficulties  you  are  in,  and  are  sorry  to  say  that  it  is 
not  in  our  power  to  afford  you  any  relief. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  he,  JOHN  ADAMS, 

B.  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JAY. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  THE   COMMISSIONERS. 

Philadelphia,  May  28th,  1783. 
Gentlemen, 

By  the  direction  of  Congress  contained  in  the  enclosed  resolu- 
tions, I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  the  correspondence  between 
General  Washington  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  together  with  minutes 
of  their  conference,  when  in  pursuance  of  the  invitation  of  the  first, 
they  met  in  Orange  county.  Nothing  can  be  a  more  direct  viola- 
tion of  the  seventh  article  of  the  provisional  treaty,  than  sending  off 
the  slaves  under  pretence  that  their  proclamations  had  set  them  free, 
as  if  a  British  General  had,  either  by  their  laws  or  those  of  nations, 
a  right  by  proclamation  to  deprive  any  man  whatever  of  his  property 
They  may  with  much  more  propriety  pretend  to  reestablish  every 
one  of  their  adherents  in  all  the  rights  they  had  before  the  war, 
since  they  engaged  so  to  do,  and  the  people  with  whom  they  made 
these  engagements  were  capable  of  entering  into  them,  which  slaves 
were  not.  Or  even  if  they  were,  the  promise  made  to  them  must 
be  under  the  same  limitations  with  those  made  to  their  other 
adherents  in  this  country,  and  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  this: 
"make  yourselves  free,  and  we  will  protect  you  in  that  freedom  as 
long  as  we  can."  The  articles  imply  that  they  were  no  longer  able 
to  protect  them.  You  will  be  pleased  to  remonstrate  on  this  subject, 
and  inform  Congress  of  the  effects  of  your  representations. 

We  have  been  much  embarrassed  by  your  silence,  not  having  had 
a  line  from  you  since  the  provisional  articles  took  effect,  nor  being  at 
all  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  the  definitive  treaty  ;  though  the 
earliest  information  on  this  subject  becomes  very  important.  Con- 
gress, after  some  hesitation,  have  ventured  to  hope  that  it  will  meet 
with  no  obstructions,  and  have  accordingly  discharged,  by  the 
enclosed  resolution,  a  considerable  part  of  their  army,  upon  those 
principles  of  economy  which  extreme  necessity  dictated.  As  scarce 
a   week    passes   without   several   arrivals    from   France,   Congress 
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complain  with  some  reason  of  your  silence.  For  my  own  part,  I 
could  wish  that  you  would  severally  impose  upon  yourselves  the  task 
of  writing  weekly,  and  sending  your  letters  to  Mr.  Barclay.  As  you 
are  possessed  of  cyphers,  there  can  be  no  hazard  in  this,  where  the 
subject  of  your  correspondence  requires  secrecy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sic, 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Philadelphia,  May  31st,  1783. 
Gentlemen, 

Congress  yesterday  passed  the  enclosed  resolutions  on  the  subject 
of  the  payment  of  British  debts.  The  language  they  speak  requires 
no  comment. 

I  complained  in  my  last  of  your  long  silence,  or  rather  laid  before 
you  the  complaints 'of  Congress.  These,  I  think,  receive  additional 
force  from  the  intelligence  that  I  have  since  had  that  the  negociations 
are  still  going  on,  and  that  important  propositions  have  been  made 
you  from  Holland.  As  Congress  have  adjourned  for  two  days,  and 
the  packet  sails  to-morrow,  I  cannot  procure  their  instructions  on 
this  subject ;  though  I  think  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  they  will  not 
without  reluctance  go  one  step  further  than  their  honor  requires  of 
them  in  making  new  engagements  which  may  involve  them  in  the 
disputes  of  Europe,  from  which  they  wish  to  be  totally  disengaged. 
I  make  no  observations  on  these  propositions,  or  your  power  to 
accede  to  them,  being  well  persuaded  that  you  will  take  no  step  in 
this  business  without  a  full  persuasion  that  important  advantages  will 
result  therefrom  to  these  States.  The  second  proposition,  in  case 
France  and  Spain  should  decline  acceding  to  the  first,  is  more 
peculiarly  delicate  from  the  inability  of  the  contracting  Powers  to 
enforce  them,  if,  which  is  hardly  to  be  supposed,  they  should  unite 
in  wishing  it. 

I  cannot  help  lamenting,  since  so  much  time  has  elapsed  before 
any  conclusion  is  formed,  that  you  had  not  thought  it  advisable  to 
write  me  on  this  subject,  explaining  the  advantages  and  disadvant- 
ages of  the  measure,  and  enabling  me  to  take  the  sense  of  Congress 
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thereon ;  for  though  they  have  the  highest  confidence  in  your 
judgment  and  knowledge  of  the  true  interests  of  this  country,  yet  1 
am  persuaded  that  they  think  it  a  duty  to  see  with  their  own  eyes, 
and  to  form  their  own  conclusions  on  great  national  objects,  where 
there  is  a  possibility  of  so  doing.  The  experience  of  the  last  war 
has  shown  that  the  propositions  of  the  Empress  of  Russia  were  little 
more  than  a  dead  letter.  Those  whom  England  dared  to  offend 
derived  no  advantage  from  them.  Our  engagement,  therefore,  on 
this  head  will,  in  my  opinion,  add  little  weight  to  them,  unless  the 
great  maritime  Powers  of  Europe  agree  to  support  them,  and  they 
may  involve  us  in  disagreeable  discussions.  These,  however,  are 
only  my  sentiments — those  of  Congress  I  am  ignorant  of 

The  fifth  and  sixth  articles  of  the  provisional  treaty  excite  much 
ferment  here  ;  for  though  the  most  dissatisfied  spirits  acknowledge 
the  whole  treaty  taken  together  to  answer  their  highest  expectations, 
yet  they  wish  to  take  only  what  they  like,  and  leave  out  what  they 
disapprove;  and  such  is  the  relaxation  of  Government,  and  so  great 
the  disorder  and  uneasiness  introduced  by  the  war,  that  it  will  be 
found  very  difficult  to  bridle  the  just  resentments  of  some,  and  the 
unfounded  apprehensions  that  others  entertain  of  reimbursement  that 
may  affect  their  particular  interests. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 


J0H^f  ADAMS  S  PROPOSED  AGP.,EEMENT. 

June, 1783. 
Articles 

Agreed  upon  by  and  between  David  Hartley,  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  his  Britannic  Majesty  for  and  in  behalf  of  his  said  Majesty, 
on  the  one  part,  and  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay, 
and  Henry  Laurens,  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  for  treating  of  peace  with  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  his  said  Majesty,  on  their  behalf,  on  the  other  part — 

In  addition  to  those  articles  agreed  upon  on  the  30th  day  of 
November,  1782,  by  and  between  Richard  Oswald,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  his   Britannic    Majesty   for   treating   of  peace   with  the 
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Commissioners  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  behalf  of  his  said 
Majesty,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  said  John  Adams,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  and  Henry  Laurens,  Commissioners  of  the  said  States  for 
treating  of  peace  with  the  Commissioner  of  his  said  Majesty,  on  their 
behalf,  on  the  other  part ; 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  intercourse  and  commerce  should  be 
opened  between  the  people  and  territories  subject  to  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain,  and  those  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that 
this  intercourse  and  commerce  should  be  established  on  the  most 
enlarged  principles  of  reciprocal  benefit  to  both  countries ; 

1st.  It  is  agreed  that  Ministers  shall  be  forthwith  nominated  and 
vested  with  full  powers  to  treat,  agree,  and  conclude  upon  a 
permanent  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  two  Powers  and  their 
respective  citizens,  subjects,  and  countries. 

2dly.  For  the  purpose  of  a  temporary  regulation  of  such  inter- 
course and  commerce,  it  is  agreed, 

That  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall  import  into,  and 
export  from,  any  part  of  the  dominions  subject  to  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain,  in  American  ships,  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises, 
which  have  been  so  imported  or  exported  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
British  American  Colonies  before  the  commencement  of  the  late  war, 
paying  only  the  same  duties  and  charges  as  the  like  sort  of  goods  or 
merchandises  are  now  or  may  be  subject  to,  if  imported  by  British 
subjects,  in  British  ships,  from  any  British  island  or  plantation  in 
America  ;  and  that  the  subjects  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall  import 
to,  and  export  from,  any  part  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  British  ships,  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
which  might  have  been  so  imported  or  exported  by  the  subjects  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty,  before  the  commencement  of  the  war,  paying 
the  same  duties  and  charges  as  the  like  sort  of  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandises  are  now,  or  may  be  subject  to  if  imported  in  American 
ships  by  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  said  United  States. 

This  agreement  to  continue  in  force  for  all  vessels  which  shall 
sail  from  any  port  of  either  party,  on  or  before  the  day 

of  and  no  longer;  provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this 

agreement  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  argued  on  either  side,  in 
support  of  any  proposition  which  may  be  made  in  the  future  nego- 
ciation  of  a  permanent  treaty  of  commerce. 
Voh.  v.— 32 
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JOHN  jay's  proposed  AGREEMENT. 

June,  1783. 

Whereas  a  variety  of  circumstances  and  considerations  oppose 
the  forming  at  present  a  permanent  treaty  of  commerce  between  the 
Imperial  Crown  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America ; 
and  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  a  commercial  intercourse  should  be 
without  delay  opened  and  regulated  between  the  kingdom  and 
territories  of  Great  Britain  and  the  said  States  by  a  temporary 
convention  :  Therefore, 

It  is  agreed  that  for  the  term  of  ,  from  the  date  hereof, 

he,  he.  Provided  that  the  subjects  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall 
not  have  any  right  or  claim,  under  the  convention,  to  carry  or  import 
into  the  said  States  any  slaves  from  any  part  of  the  world  ;  it  being 
the  intention  of  the  said  States  entirely  to  prohibit  the  importation 
thereof. 

And  whereas  questions  may  arise  respecting  the  operation  of  this 
convention  on  Ireland,  it  is  agreed  that  it  shall  not  restrain  that 
kingdom  from  accepting  from,  and  granting  to,  the  said  States, 
further  and  more  extensive  commercial  privileges  than  that  Island 
and  the  British  American  Colonies  enjoyed  with  respect  to  each 
other  before  the  late  war. 

And  whereas  this  convention  is  dictated  by  temporary  convenience, 
and  the  discussion  of  questions  respecting  reciprocity  has,  in  forming 
it,  been  avoided ;  therefore,  it  is  agreed  that  no  arguments  shall  be 
drawn  from  it,  for  or  against  any  propositions  or  claims  which  either 
party  may  make  in  treating  of,  and  framing  the  proposed  future 
treaty  of  commerce. 

DAVID  hartley's  PROPOSED  AGREEMENT. 

June,  1783. 

It  is  agreed,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America 
shall  be  permitted  to  import  into,  and  export  from,  any  port  or  place 
of  the  territories  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  in  Amer- 
ican ships,  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  which  might  have 
been  so  imported  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  American  Colonies 
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before  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  upon  payment  of  the 
same  duties  and  charges  as  the  like  sort  of  goods  or  merchandise  are 
now,  or  may  be,  subject  and  liable  to  if  imported  or  exported  by 
British  subjects,  in  British  ships,  into  and  from  any  port  or  place  of 
the  territories  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  ;  provided, 
however,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall  not  have  any 
right  or  claim,  under  this  convention,  to  carry  on  any  direct  inter- 
course of  commerce  between  the  British  West  India  Islands,  and 
the  ports  of  Great  Britain. 

It  is  agreed,  likewise,  that  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  shall  be 
permitted  to  import  into,  and  to  export  from,  any  part  of  the  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  British  ships,  any  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  which  might  have  been  so  imported,  or. 
exported,  by  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  before  the  commencement 
of  the  late  war,  upon  payment  of  the  same  duties  and  charges,  as 
the  like  sort  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  are  now,  or  may  be, 
liable  to,  if  imported  or  exported  in  American  ships  by  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 


REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE  OF  CONGRESS. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  June  12th,  1783. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  on  a  letter  of  the  20th  of  March  last,  from  M, 
Dumas,  and  sundry  papers  enclosed,  report : 

That  it  appears  from  the  said  letter  and  the  papers  enclosed,  that 
propositions  have  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  States-General  to 
the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  Paris,  in  order  to 
render  an  express  stipulation  in  favor  of  the  freedom  of  navigation 
less  necessary  in  the  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  either  to  accede  to  the  treaty 
of  the  armed  neutrality  already  concluded  between  some  Powers  of 
Europe,  or  to  enter  into  similar  engagements  with  France,  Spain, 
and  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands ;  or,  in  case  France 
and  Spain  should  refuse  to  enter  into  a  convention  founded  on  the 
principles  of  the  armed  neutrality  or  wish  to  delay  it  till  after  the 
general  peace,  to  form  a  separate  convention,  for  similar  purposes^ 
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between  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  That  the  answers  to  these  propositions  do  not 
appear  from  the  papers  transmitted,  though  there  is  room  to  infer 
from  M.  Dumas's  letter  of  the  fourth  and  eighteenth  of  February, 
that  the  two  first  of  these  propositions  were  encouraged  by  our 
Ministers,  and  that  the  States-General  proposed  to  acl  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  and  had  made  the  last  proposition  in  order  to  be 
prepared  in  case  either,  or  both,  of  the  two  first  should  fail. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
that  no  powers  are  at  present  vested  in  any  person  in  Europe,  to 
agree  to  any  treaty  similar  to  that  entered  into  by  Russia,  Sweden, 
Denmark,  and  the  United  Provinces  ,of  the  Netherlands,  after  the 
«  peace  shall  be  concluded.  The  resolution  of  the  5th  of  October, 
1780,  empowers  the  Ministers  of  these  States,  if  invited  thereto,  to 
accede  to  such  regulations  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  the  decla- 
ration of  Russia,  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  congress  expected  to 
assemble,  in  pursuance  of  the  invitation  of  her  Imperial  Majesty. 
Our  Ministers  received  no  invitation,  and  special  powers  were  after- 
wards given  to  Mr.  Dana,  which,  in  their  nature,  superseded  that 
resolution.  Mr.  Dana  was,  by  his  commission  and  instructions, 
empowered  to  sign  the  treaty,  or  convention,  for  the  protection  of 
commerce,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  either  with  her  Imperial 
Majesty  in  conjunction  with  the  other  neutral  Powers,  or,  if  that 
shall  be  inadmissible,  separately  with  her  Imperial  Majesty,  or  any 
of  those,  that  is,  those  neutral  Powers.  The  treaty  being  only 
made  to  continue  during  the  war,  his  powers  terminated  with  the 
war,  or  at  most  extended  only  to  sign  it  with  the  neutral  Powers, 
and  not  to  form  a  new  separate  treaty. 

Whereupon  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolution  : 
Whereas,  the  primary  object  of  the  resolution  of  October  5th, 
1780,  and  of  the  commission  and  instructions  to  Mr.  Dana  relative 
to  the  accession  of  the  United  States  to  the  neutral  confederacy,  no 
longer  can  operate,  and  as  the  true  interest  of  the  States  requires 
that  they  should  be  as  little  as  possible  entangled  in  the  politics  and 
controversies  of  European  nations,  it  is  inexpedient  to  renew  the 
said  powers,  either  to  Mr.  Dana  or  to  the  other  Ministers  of  these 
United  States  in  Europe.  But  inasmuch  as  the  liberal  principles  on 
which  the  said  confederacy  was  established  are  conceived  to  be,  in 
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general,  favorable  to  the  interests  of  nations,  and  particularly  to  those 
of  the  United  States,  and  ought,  in  that  view,  to  be  promoted  by 
the  latter,  as  far  as  will  consist  with  their  fundamental  policy: 

Resolved,  That  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  these  United 
States  for  negociating  a  peace  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed, 
in  case,  they  should  comprise  in  the  definitive  treaty  any  stipulation 
amounting  to  a  recognition  of  the  rights  of  neutral  nations,  to  avoid 
accompanying  them  by  any  engagements  which  shall  oblige  the 
contracting  parties  to  support  those  stipulations  by  arms. 

ELIAS  BOUDINOT,  President. 


DAVID  HARTLEY  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Paris,  June  14th,  1783. 
Gentlemen, 

Permit  me  to  address  the  enclosed  memorial  to  your  Excellencies, 
and  to  explain  to  you  my  reasons  for  so  doing. 

It  is  because  many  consequences,  now  at  a  great  distance,  and 
unforeseen  by  us,  may  arise  between  our  two  countries,  perhaps  from 
very  minute  and  incidental  transactions,  which  in  their  beginnings 
may  be  imperceptible  and  unsuspected  as  to  their  future  effects. 
Our  respective  territories  are  in  vicinity,  and,  therefore,  we  must  be 
inseparable.  Great  Britain,  with  the  British  power  in  America,  is 
the  only  nation  with  whom,  by  absolute  necessity,  you  must  have 
the  most  intimate  concerns,  either  of  friendship  or  hostility.  All 
other  nations  are  three  thousand  miles  distant  from  you.  You  may 
have  political  connexions  with  any  of  these  distant  nations,  but  with 
regard  to  Great  Britain  it  must  be  so.  Political  intercourse  and 
interests  will  obtrude  themselves  between  our  two  countries,  because 
they  are  the  two  great  powers  dividing  the  continent  of  North 
America.  These  matters  are  not  to  come  into  discussion  between 
us  now.  They  are  of  too  much  importance  either  to  be  involved  or 
even  glanced  at  in  any  present  transaction. 

Let  every  eventual  principle  be  kept  untouched  until  the  two 
nations  shall  have  recovered  from  the  animosities  of  the  war.  Let 
them  have  a  pacific  interval  to  consider  deliberately  of  their  mutual 
and  combined  interests,  and  of  their  engagements  with  other  nations. 
Let  us  not,  at  the  outset  of  a  temporary  convention,  adopt  the  severe 
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principle  of  reducing  every  transaction  between  the  two  countries  to 
the  footing  of  exact  reciprocity  alone.  Such  a  principle  would  cast 
a  gloom  upon  conciliatory  prospects.  America  is  not  restrained 
from  any  conciliation  with  Great  Britain  by  any  treaty  with  any 
other  Power.  The  principles  of  conciliation  would  be  most  desir- 
able between  Great  Britain  and  America  ;  and  forbearance  is  the 
road  to  conciliation.  After  a  war  of  animosities,  time  should  be 
allowed  for  recollection.  There  are  all  reasonable  appearances  of 
conciliatory  dispositions  on  all  sides,  which  may  be  perfected  in  time. 
Let  us  not,  therefore,  at  such  a  moment  as  this,  and  without  the 
most  urgent  necessity,  establish  a  morose  principle  between  us ;  if  it 
were  a  decided  point  against  amity  and  conciliation,  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  talk  of  partition  and  strict  reciprocity.  To  presume 
in  favor  of  conciliation  may  help  it  forward  ;  to  presume  against  it, 
may  destroy  that  conciliation  which  might  otherwise  have  taken 
place. 

But,  in  the  present  case,  there  is  more  than  reason  to  presume 
conciliation.  I  think  myself  happy  that  I  have  it  in  my  power  to 
assure  you,  from  authority,  that  it  is  the  fundamental  principle  of 
the  British  Councils  to  establish  amity  and  confidence  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  American  States,  as  a  succedaneum  for  the 
relation  in  which  they  formerly  stood  one  to  the  other.  The  proof 
of  this  consists,  not  in  words,  but  in  substantial  facts.  His  Britannic 
Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  send  orders  to  his  com- 
manders in  North  America  for  the  speedy  and  complete  evacuation 
of  all  the  territories  of  the  United  States.  His  Majesty  has  given 
orders  in  council,  on  the  14th  of  the  last  month,  for  the  admission 
of  American  ships  and  cargoes  into  Great  Britain  ;  and  on  the  6th 
instant,  he  has  given  farther  orders,  permitting  the  importation  from 
America  of  several  articles  which  have  been  usually  considered  as 
manufactures.  He  has,  likewise,  provided  for  the  convenience  of 
American  merchants  who  may  wish  to  land  tobacco  in  Great  Britain 
for  reexportation.  Upon  the  same  principle,  Mr.  Fox,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  corresponding  with  America,  has  moved  for,  and  received, 
the  liberty  of  the  House  of  Commons  (?iem.  co7i.)  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
that  any  American  merchants,  importing  rice  into  Great  Britain, 
may,  upon  reexportation,  draw  back  the  whole  duty  paid  on  its  first 
importation.  All  these  circumstances  put  together  undoubtedly  form 
the  most  indisputable  evidence  of  the  disposition  which  prevails  in 
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the  British  Councils  to  give  every  facility  to  the  reestablishraent  of 
that  intercourse  which  must  be  so  beneficial  to  both  nations. 

I  am  ordered  to  inform  you  that  his  Majesty  entirely  approves  of 
the  plan  of  making  a  temporary  convention  for  the  purpose  of 
restoring  immediate  intercourse  and  commerce,  and  more  particularly 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  off,  for  a  time,  the  decision  of  that  import- 
ant question,  how  far  the  British  acts  of  navigation  ought  to  be 
sacrificed  to  commercial  considerations,  drawn  from  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  present  crisis ;  a  question  which  will  require 
much  deliberation  and  very  much  inquiry  before  it  can  be  determined. 
I  am  sure,  gentlemen,  you  will  see  and  admit  the  reasonableness  of 
our  proceeding,  in  such  a  case,  with  deliberation  and  discretion  ; 
more  especially,  when  these  acts  of  prudence  do  not  proceed  from 
any  motives  of  coolness  or  reserve  towards  you.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  temporary  convention  may  proceed  upon  principles  of  real  and 
accommodating  reciprocity.  For  instance,  we  agree  to  put  you 
upon  a  more  favorable  footing  than  any  other  nation.  We  do  not 
ask  a  rigid  reciprocity  for  this,  because  we  know,  by  your  present 
subsisting  treaties,  it  is  not  in  your  power  to  give  it  to  us.  We 
desire  only  to  be  put  upon  the  footing  of  other  nations  with  you, 
and  yet  we  consent  that  you  shall  be  upon  a  better  footing  with  us 
than  any  other  nation. 

Thus  far,  we  must  be  allowed  to  be  giving  something  more 
than  reciprocity,  and  this  we  do,  as  I  said  before,  because  we  are 
unwilling  to  ask  what  you  are  unable  to  give.  Surely,  it  is  not 
unreasonable,  nor  more  than  from  principles  of  reciprocity  we  have 
a  right  to  expect  that  you  should  imitate  our  conduct  in  this  partic- 
ular, and  that  you  should  abstain  from  asking  things,  under  the  title 
of  exact  and  literal  reciprocity,  which,  upon  the  consideration  of  our 
case,  you  must  know  that  we  cannot  give.  Virtual  and  substantial 
reciprocity  we  are  willing  to  give ;  literal  reciprocity  is  impossible, 
as  much  from  your  engagements,  as  from  our  system  of  navigation. 

If  we  can  agree  upon  an  article  of  intercourse  and  commerce,  in  the 
nature  of  a  temporary  convention,  on  the  basis  of  the  memorial  which 
I  had  the  honor  of  giving  lately  to  you,  bearing  date  19th  of  May, 
1783,  no  time  need  be  lost  in  finishing  this  business ;  but  with  this 
explanation,  that  although  it  is  proposed  that  the  commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  West  Indies  should  be  free  with 
reo-ard  to  their  respective  productions,  yet,  that  we  are  not  bound  to 
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admit  the  importation  of  West  India  commodities  into  Great  Britain 
in  American  vessels.  Believe  me,  gentlemen,  that  this  restriction 
does  not  proceed  from  any  invidious  disposition  towards  the  Amer- 
ican States.  It  is  imposed  by  indispensable  prudence  and  necessity 
upon  the  British  Ministers,  who,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  could 
not  be  justified  to  their  own  country,  to  go  hastily  to  a  larger  extent 
of  concession.  This  point  is  not  to  be  looked  upon  merely  as  com- 
mercial, but  as  affecting  fundamentally  the  great  political  system  of 
British  navigation  ;  and  you  are  to  consider  that  the  principle  upon 
which  the  whole  of  our  proposed  temporary  convention  is  to  stand, 
is,  that  the  commerce  between  the  two  countries  is  to  be  revived 
nearly  upon  the  old  footing ;  but  that  each  nation  is  to  keep  in  its 
own  hands  the  power  of  making  such  regulations  respecting  navi- 
gation as  shall  seem  fit.  I  assure  you  that  this  point  has  been 
discussed  by  the  Ministers  of  the  British  Cabinet  with  infinite 
candor,  and  with  every  possible  disposition  of  amity  and  favor 
towards  your  country  ;  but  the  more  they  have  inquired  upon  this 
subject,  the  more  they  are  overborne  by  conviction  that  the  preju- 
dices upon  this  matter  (if  that  be  the  name  these  opinions  deserve) 
are  so  strong,  that  such  a  measure  as  a  relaxation  of  the  act  of 
navigation  in  this  instance  never  can  be  taken,  but  upon  such  a  full 
and  solemn  Parliamentary  inquiry  as  it  is  impossible  to  go  into  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  and  in  this  stage  of  the  session.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  gentlemen,  help  flattering  myself  that  you,  who  are  so 
well  acquainted  with  difliculties  which  must  embarrass  an  English 
Administration  in  a  business  of  this  sort,  will  rather  endeavor  to 
remove  them,  than  to  increase  them ;  and  I  am  sure  that  such  a 
plan  on  your  part,  would  ultimately  be  most  conducive  to  your  own 
objects.  When  an  amicable  intercourse  is  once  opened,  and  when 
conciliatory  confidence  comes  to  take  place  of  those  jealousies  which 
have  lately  subsisted,  you  may  easily  conceive  in  how  different  a 
manner  the  whole  of  this  matter  will  be  considered.  1  am  confident 
that  this  will  be  the  case,  but  if  it  is  not,  the  provisions  being  only 
temporary,  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  take  up 
any  hostile  mode  of  proceeding,  by  restraints  and  prohibitions,  &;c., 
whenever  they  may  think  fit. 

I  have  made  use  above  of  the  word  prejudices  in  speaking  of  the 
principles  of  the  British  act  of  navigation.  I  hope  you  will  accept 
that  term  from  me,  as  proceeding  so  far  in  compliance  towards  the 
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future  consideration  of  the  points  now  between  us,  as  to  keep  the 
question  open  and  free  for  discussion.  If  Great  Britain  should,  in 
any  case,  throw  down  the  barriers  of  her  act  of  navigation  towards 
America,  she  should  be  very  secure  against  the  possible  case  of 
future  enmity  or  alliance  against  her.  Such  considerations  as  these, 
lead  to  objects  far  beyond  our  present  scope  or  powers.  But  I  must 
still  add  one  word  more  upon  this  article  of  prejudices.  Such 
prejudices  (if  they  are  so)  are  not  confined  to  Great  Britain.  By 
your  commercial  treaty  with  France,  article  fourth,  you  are  only 
entitled  to  an  European  trade  with  that  kingdom,  and  not,  even  by 
that  treaty,  to  any  direct  commerce  between  their  West  India 
Islands  and  the  ports  of  the  American  States;  much  less  to  the 
immediate  communication  between  the  French  islands  and  the 
dominions  of  the  Grown  of  France  in  Europe.  Every  public 
proceeding  in  England,  since  the  commencement  of  our  present 
neo-ociation  for  opening  the  intercourse  and  commerce  between  our 
two  countries,  will,  I  am  sure,  support  me  in  saying,  that  we  have 
very  liberally  taken  the  lead  ;  that  we  have  not  waited  for  any 
assurance  of  reciprocity,  but  have  given  orders  for  almost  a  universal 
admission  of  American  articles,  before  we  even  know  that  any  vessel 
from  Great  Britain  will  find  admission  into  any  American  portSr 
What  do  we  ask  in  return  ?  No  more  than  this  ;  that  while  we, 
gratuitously  and  without  stipulation,  give  advantages  and  favors  to 
the  American  States,  which  we  deny  to  all  other  nations,  they  would 
so  far  justify  our  liberal  way  of  proceeding  as  to  receive  us  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  nations  which  are  foreign,  and  to  permit  us  to 
carry  to  North  America  what  it  is  evidently  for  their  interest  that 
we  should  carry  thither. 

I  need  hardly  add,  that  it  is  of  infinite  importance  that  some 
temporary  convention  should  be  finished  without  loss  of  time.  I 
hope  and  trust  that  we  shall  not  find  much  more  difficulty  in  this 
business.  You  must  see  the  advantage  of  an  immediate  renewal  of 
intercourse,  and  from  the  candor  of  your  dispositions,  I  am  sure  you 
must  likewise  be  convinced,  that  to  give  us  some  facility  in  the 
outset,  is  the  sure  road  to  such  an  equitable  arrangement  for  the 
future,  as  you  must  have  at  heart.  The  reasons  which  I  have  given 
in  the  memorial  appear  to  me  to  be  cogent  and  convincing,  upon  the 
natural  alliance  between  our  two  countries.  And  when  the  inter- 
course has  once  begun,  every  thing  will  go  in  its  natural  road.     It 
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is,  therefore,  of  infinite  consequence  to  begin  that  intercourse. 
Great  Britain,  by  all  public  proceedings  of  repeals,  proclamations, 
&c..  Sec,  has  made  the  first  advances,  with  warmth  and  confidence, 
and  therefore  I  conclude,  with  the  fullest  assurance,  that  you  will 
meet  those  advances  with  cordial  reciprocity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  D.  HARTLEY. 


DAVID  hartley's  MEMORIAL  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  proposition  which  has  been  made  for  a  universal  and  unlimited 
reciprocity  of  intercourse  and  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  American  United  States,  requires  a  very  serious  consideration  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  reasons  already  stated  in  a  memorial 
dated  May  19th,  1783,  and  for  many  other  reasons  which,  in  the 
future  discussion  of  the  proposition,  will  appear.  To  the  American 
States,  likewise,  it  is  a  matter  of  the  deepest  importance,  not  only 
as  a  proposition  of  commercial  intercourse,  which  is  the  least  part, 
but  most  principally  as  a  political  basis  and  guarantee  for  their 
newly-established  constitutions.  The  introduction  of  British  interests 
into  a  communion  of  intercourse  will  bring  forward  a  universal 
guarantee  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  in  the  future  progress  of 
political  events,  which  may  affect  the  United  States  of  America  in 
their  national  capacity.  The  proposition  is  fertile  in  future  pros- 
pects to  Great  Britain ;  and  America  also  may  wisely  see  in  it  a 
solid  foundation  for  herself. 

All  circumstances  are  most  fortunately  disposed  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  American  States,  to  render  them  useful  friends  and 
allies  to  each  other,  with  a  higher  degree  of  suitableness  between 
themselves  than  any  other  nations  can  pretend  to.  France  cannot 
interchange  reciprocities  with  the  American  States,  by  reason  of 
numberless  impediments  in  her  system  of  government,  in  her  monop- 
olies, and  her  system  of  commerce.  France  has  the  great  disability 
of  difference  in  language  to  contend  with ;  and  the  institution  of  the 
present  French  manufactures  has  never,  at  any  time  heretofore,  been 
trained  or  adapted  to  American  commerce.  The  only  particular  and 
pacific  facility  which  France  ever  possessed  for  American  intercourse 
has  for  many  years  been  transferred  into  the  British  scale  by  the 
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cession  of  Canada  to  Great  Britain.  Tiie  future  commerce  between 
France  and  America  will  chiefly  be  regulated  by  such  conveniences  as 
France  can  draw  to  herself  from  America,  without  much  aptitude  on 
the  part  of  France,  to  accommodate  her  manufactures  and  commerce 
to  American  demands.  In  short,  an  interchange  of  reciprocities 
between  France  and  America  would  run  against  the  stream  on  both 
sides ;  and  all  established  habits,  manners,  language,  together  with 
the  principles  of  government  and  commerce,  would  miUtate  against 
such  a  system. 

Conformably  to  this  reasoning,  it  appears  that  France  has  not  at 
any  time  entertained  any  systematical  design  of  forming  any  union  or 
consolidation  of  interests  with  America.  She  took  up  the  American 
cause  as  instrumental  to  her  political  views  in  Europe.  America 
likewise  accepted  the  alliance  with  France  for  her  separate  views, 
viz.,  for  the  establishment  of  her  independence.  The  alliance, 
therefore,  is  completed  and  terminated  without  leaving  behind  it  any 
political  principle  of  future  permanent  connexion  between  them. 
Occasional  circumstances  produced  a  temporary  alliance.  Similar 
circumstances  may,  on  any  future  occasion,  produce  a  similar  event 
of  a  temporary  compact.  Dissimilar  circumstances,  arising  from 
any  future  political  views  of  the  Court  of  France  in  Europe,  may, 
without  any  inconsistency  of  principle,  throw  the  power  of  that 
kingdom  into  a  scale  adverse  to  the  future  interests  of  the  American 
States.  In  such  case,  therefore,  where  there  cannot  exist  any  per- 
manent political  connexion  between  France  and  America,  and  where 
the  commercial  attachments  can  be  but  feeble,  it  would  be  vain  to 
expect  in  the  French  nation  any  such  ally  as  newly-established 
States  ought  to  look  out  for,  to  give  maturity  and  firmness  to  their 
constitutions. 

As  to  Spain,  every  argument  which  has  been  stated  respecting 
diversity  of  language,  manners,  government,  monopolies,  and  system 
of  commerce,  from  those  which  prevail  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  obtains  in  a  superior  degree.  And  much  more  to  add, 
besides ;  for  Spain  is  not  only  incompetent  to  interchange  recipro- 
cities with  the  American  States,  but  likewise  her  own  situation  in 
America  will  at  all  times  render  her  extremely  jealous  of  her 
neighbors.  The  only  activity  which  Spain  has  exerted  in  the  war 
has  been  to  procure  a  barrier  against  the  American  States  by  annex- 
ing West  Florida  to  her  former  acquisition  of  New  Orleans,  thereby 
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embracing  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  by  means  of  that  river, 
jointly  with  her  landed  possessions,  establishing  a  strong  and  jealous 
boundary  against  any  future  progress  of  the  American  States  in  those 
parts.  Spain,  therefore,  cannot  be  looked  upon  by  the  American 
States  as  a  suitable  object  of  their  election  to  become  a  permanent 
ally  and  friend  to  them.  Portugal,  likewise,  labors  under  all  the 
disabilities  of  language,  manners,  monopolies,  government,  and  system 
of  commerce.  Her  national  power  and  importance  would  be  like- 
wise insufficient  to  constitute  a  strong  and  permanent  ally  to  the 
American  States.  All  these  nations  will  undoubtedly  be  found  to 
have  many  commodious  qualities  for  participation  in  commerce ;  but 
the  permanent  faculties  necessary  to  constitute  a  firm  and  permanent 
ally  to  the  American  States  will  be  found  deficient  in  them. 

As  to  the  Italian  States,  or  any  other  Powers  in  the  Mediterranean, 
they  are  certainly  not  adequate  to  any  competition  of  political  alliance 
with  the  rising  States  of  America.  They  will  also  form  very  com- 
modious links  and  connexions  in  the  general  circuit  of  commerce, 
but  beyond  these  considerations  they  have  no  share  in  the  present 
question.  The  several  States  in  the  Germanic  body  are  in  the  same 
predicament. 

As  to  the  northern  Powers,  viz.,  those  in  the  Baltic,  they  are  not 
favored,  either  by  vicinity  or  climate,  for  a  frequent  or  facile  inter- 
course of  commerce  with  America.  And  even  respecting  several 
material  articles  of  commerce,  jealousies  and  competitions  might 
arise.  As  to  political  alliances,  there  are  no  such  in  prospect  from 
them  to  the  American  States.  Even  if  there  were  any  superfluity 
of  force  in  any  of  them  beyond  the  necessities  of  their  respective 
domestic  situations,  the  extreme  distance  would  be  conclusive  against 
any  possible  application  of  such  Power,  as  a  political  alliance  favor- 
able to  the  establishment  and  conformation  of  the  American  States. 

The  only  maritime  State  on  the  continent  of  Europe  remaining  to 
be  discussed,  as  a  competent  candidate  for  commerce,  or  connexion 
with  America,  is  the  Republic  of  the  United  Netheriands,  commonly 
called  Holland.  In  respect  to  American  commerce,  the  Dutch 
have  among  themselves  every  facility  combined  which  the  separate 
States  of  Europe  possess  distinctly  in  their  own  concerns,  or  neariy. 
Their  industry,  frugality,  and  habits  of  commerce  may  even  carry 
them  so  far  as  to  make  them  rivals  to  the  Americans  themselves  in 
the  transportation  of  European  merchandise  to  America.     These 
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faculties  of  commerce  would  have  been  of  infinite  importance  to  the 
American  States  if  the  war  had  continued  between  Great  Britain  and 
them.  But  upon  the  event  of  peace,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  the 
most  perfect  indifference  to  America  whether  each  European  State 
navigates  its  own  commerce  into  the  ports  of  America,  which  will 
open  to  all,  or  whether  the  commercial  faculties  of  Holland  enable 
her  to  exceed  in  rivalship  her  European  neighbors,  and  thereby  to 
navigate  European  goods  to  America  beyond  the  proportion  of  her 
national  share.  The  faculties  of  a  nation  of  carriers  may  be  fortunate 
for  the  marine  of  that  nation  ;  but  considered  in  themselves,  and 
with  respect  to  other  nations,  they  are  but  secondaries  in  commerce. 
They  give  no  ground  of  reciprocities  or  participation.  That  one 
nation  should  say  to  another,  you  shall  navigate  all  our  rivers, 
harbors,  lakes,  ports,  and  places,  if  we  may  do  the  same  in  yours,  is 
a  proposition  of  reciprocity  ;  but  that  Holland  should  say  to  America, 
we  will  bring  European  goods  to  you,  or  you  may  be  your  own 
carriers,  is  neither  concession  nor  reciprocity.  Holland  is  not  a 
nation  of  rivers,  harbors,  lakes,  ports,  and  places  for  the  distribution 
of  goods  and  manufactures  for  internal  consumption,  and,  therefore, 
her  reciprocities  must  be  very  scanty.  Holland  is  the  market-place 
of  Europe,  and  the  Dutch  seamen  are  the  carriers  appertaining  to 
that  market-place.  The  admission  of  American  ships  to  that  market- 
place, freely  to  import  and  to  export,  is,  undoubtedly,  an  act  of 
reciprocity  on  the  part  of  Holland,  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  in  no  degree 
adequate  to  the  unlimited  participation  of  American  commerce 
throughout  the  rivers,  harbors,  lakes,  ports  and  places  of  that  vast 
continent.  The  commercial  reciprocities  of  Holland,  therefore,  being 
inferior  on  her  part  towards  America,  the  next  point  of  view  in 
which  Holland  is  to  be  considered,  as  relevant  to  this  question,  is  as 
a  nation  of  power,  capable  of  becoming  an  effectual  and  permanent 
ally  and  guarantee  to  the  American  States,  for  that  is  the  great 
object  which  America,  as  a  wise  nation  recently  arisen  into  inde- 
pendence, ought  to  keep  in  view.  Holland  has  certainly  been  a 
nation  of  great  and  celebrated  naval  force ;  she  remains  so  still ;  but 
having  for  many  years  suspended  her  exertions  of  force,  and  having 
directed  the  faculties  of  her  people  into  the  commercial  line,  she 
seems  not  to  have  any  superfluity  of  force  beyond  the  necessity  of 
providing  for  her  own  security  ;  and  certainly  no  such  redundance 
of  power  as  to  extend  to  the  protection  of  distant  nations,  as  allies  or 
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guarantees.  It  appears,  therefore,  upon  the  whole  of  this  argument, 
that  Holland,  although  a  commercial  nation,  cannot  even  interchange 
commercial  reciprocities  with  America  upon  an  equal  footing,  and 
that  her  faculties  of  force  are  inadequate  to  those  which  America 
ought  to  expect  in  the  permanent  allies  and  guarantees  of  her 
country. 

The  independence  of  the  American  States  being  established,  their 
first  consideration  ought  to  be,  to  determine  with  what  friendships 
and  alliances  they  will  enter  into  the  new  world  of  nations.  They 
will  look  round  them,  and  cast  about  for  some  natural,  permanent, 
and  powerful  ally,  with  whom  they  may  interchange  all  cementing 
reciprocities,  both  commercial  and  political.  If  such  an  ally  be  to 
be  found  any  where  for  them,  it  is  still  in  Great  Britain  ;  at  least,  it 
is  certain  that,  in  looking  round  Europe,  no  other  is  to  be  found. 
There  is  no  inherent  impossibility  to  prevent  such  a  connexion  from 
taking  place ;  it  must  depend  on  the  free  will  and  common  interest 
of  the  parties.  There  are  all  possible  faculties  on  both  sides  to  give 
and  to  receive  all  adequate  and  beneficial  reciprocities,  v>^hich  are 
practicable  and  more  likely  to  be  permanent  between  independent 
parties,  than  between  two  parties  of  which  one  is  dependent  on  the 
other.  Great  Britain  is,  undoubtedly,  the  first  of  European  nations, 
in  riches,  credit,  faculties,  industry,  commerce,  manufactures,  internal 
consumption,  and  foreign  export,  together  with  civil  liberty,  which 
is  the  source  of  all,  and  naval  power,  which  is  the  support  of  all. 
The  dominions  appertaining  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  are  large 
and  fertile;  its  Colonies  still  extensive,  and  in  close  vicinity  to  the 
American  States,  Great  Britain  being  an  American  as  well  as  an 
European  Power,  and  all  her  Empire  connected  by  her  naval  force. 

The  territories  of  the  American  States,  from  the  Atlantic  ocean  to 
the  Mississippi,  contain  an  inexhaustible  source  of  riches,  industry, 
and  future  power.  These  will  be  the  foundations  of  great  events 
in  the  new  page  of  life.  Infinite  good  or  infinite  evil  may  arise, 
according  to  the  principles  upon  which  the  intercourse  between 
Great  Britain  and  America  shall  be  arranged  in  its  foundation. 
Great  Britain  and  America  must  be  still  inseparable,  either  as  friends 
or  foes.  This  is  an  awful  and  important  truth.  These  are  consid- 
erations not  to  be  thought  of  slightly ;  not  to  be  prejudged  in  passion, 
nor  the  arrangements  of  them  to  be  hastily  foreclosed.  Time  given 
for  consideration  may  have  excellent  effects  on  both  sides.     The 
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pause  of  peace,  with  friendly  intercourse,  returning  affection,  and 
dispassionate  inquiry,  can  alone  decide  these  important  events,  or  do 
justice  to  the  anxious  expectations  of  Great  Britain  and  America. 


THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Philadelphia,  June  16th,  1783. 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that,  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Livingston 
as  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  it  has  become  necessary  that  you 
should  receive  the  resolutions  of  Congress  relative  to  your  mission 
through  my  hands.  The  disadvantage  arising  from  this  necessity, 
until  a  successor  to  that  worthy  gentleman  is  appointed,  will  be 
yours,  as  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  do  more  than  barely  to  transmit 
the  acts  of  Congress  necessary  for  your  information. 

Enclosed  you  have  one  of  the  1st  of  May  last,  and  another  of 
the  12th  instant,  which  I  hope  will  get  safe  to  hand  time  enough  for 
your  government.  The  commission  and  instructions  referred  to  in 
the  first  not  being  ready,  it  was  thought  best  to  forward  the  resolution 
without  delay,  that  you  might  know  what  was  intended  in  the  present 
important  period  of  your  negociation.  We  have  been  much  surprised 
that  we  have  not  received  any  communications  from  you  since  the 
cessation  of  hostilities,  except  a  letter  of  the  5th  of  April  from  Mr. 
Laurens. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

ELIAS  BOUDINOT,  President. 


HENRY  LAURENS  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

London,  June  17th,  1783. 
Gentlemen, 
I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  10th,  immediately  after 
my  landing  at  Dover.  As  early  as  possible  after  my  arrival  here,  I 
obtained  an  interview  with  Mr.  Secretary  Fox,  who  was  pleased  to 
read  to  me  part  of  his  latest  despatches  to  Mr.  Hartley,  which  he 
supposed  would  reach  Paris  on  the  14th.  It  is  probable,  therefore, 
that  before  this  time  as  much  of  the  contents  as  is  proper  for  your 
knowledge  has  been  communicated. 
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"Reciprocity,"  since  the  10th  of  April,  has  undergone  a  certain 
degree  of  refinement.  The  definition  of  that  term  appears  now  to 
be  possession  of  advantages  on  one  side,  and  restrictions  on  the 
other.  "  The  nfivigation  act  is  the  vital  of  Great  Britain,  too  deli- 
cate to  bear  a  touch."  The  sudden  and  unexpected,  perhaps  illicit, 
arrival  of  ships  and  cargoes  from  America,  may  have  caused  this 
change  of  tone.  But  you  have  heard  in  detail,  and  are  more  com- 
petent to  judge. 

From  a  desire  of  forming  an  opinion,  I  asked  Mr.  Fox  whether 
he  thought  I  might  venture  for  a  few  days  to  take  the  benefit  of 
Bath,  and  yet  be  in  time  enough  at  Paris  for  the  intended  commer- 
cial agreement  ?  He  replied,  "  I  rather  think  you  may."  One  need 
not  be  a  conjurer  to  draw  an  inference  ;  you  will  either  have  finished 
the  business  before  I  could  travel  to  Paris,  or  without  being  missed 
there  I  may  go  to  Bath  and  repair  my  nerves. 

In  this  state  of  uncertainty,  when  it  is  easy  to  perceive  affections 
are  not  as  we  could  wish  them,  nor  quite  so  warm  as  we  had  been 
taught  to  believe,  it  would  not  be  wise  to  commit  the  United  States ; 
wherefore  I  shall  rest  the  business  till  I  hear  from  you,  or  until  a 
more  favorable  prospect,  flattering  myself  with  hopes  of  your  sur- 
mounting the  late  seeming  difficulties.  An  inconvenience  on  your 
side  is  preferable  to  the  hazard  of  a  disgrace. 

I  am,  with  great  regard  and  respect,  he, 

HENRY  LAURENS. 


THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Philadelphia,  June  18th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  you  an  official  letter,  directed  to  our 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary  at  Paris. 

The  resignation  of  the  late  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  (occa- 
sioned by  his  preference  of  the  Chancellorship  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  which  he  could  not  hold  longer  and  retain  his  Secretaryship) 
has  cast  the  business  of  his  office  on  me  till  a  successor  is  elected, 
which  I  hope  will  speedily  take  place. 

As  part  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  12th  instant,  enclosed 
in  that  letter,  is  of  a  secret  nature,  I  have  written  it  in  cyphers,  but 
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not  having  that  of  Mr.  Livingston's,  I  thought  it  best  to  use  Mr. 
Morris's  to  you,  which  he  has  obhgingly  supphed  me  with ;  so  that 
the  Ministers  will  be  indebted  for  your  decyphering  it. 

Your  letter  to  Mr.  Livingston  of  the  15th  of  April,  enclosing  the 
two  medals,  came  to  hand  this  morning.  I  am  sorry  to  find  that 
you  have  cause  for  similar  complaints  to  those  we  have  been  making 
for  two  months  past,  on  the  subject  of  want  of  intelligence.  We 
have  not  heard  from  any  of  our  Commissioners  at  Paris  since  Feb- 
ruary, excepting  a  letter  from  Mr.  Laurens,  though  our  anxiety  and 
expectations  have  been  wound  up  to  the  highest  pitch. 

I  feel  myself  much  indebted  for  your  polite  compliment  of  the 
medal ;  it  is  thought  very  elegant,  and  the  device  and  workmanship 
much  admired.  You  will  be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  my  acknowl- 
edgments on  this  occasion.  As  I  doubt  not  but  the  copper  one  was 
designed  for  Mr.  Livingston  personally,  I  shall  send  it  to  him  by  the 
first  convenient  opportunity.  He  is  a  v^'orthy  deserving  character, 
and  the  United  States  will  suffer  greatly  by  his  resignation,  though  I 
think  him  justified  in  attending  to  the  calls  of  his  private  affairs. 

You  will  receive  herewith  a  number  of  our  late  newspapers,  in 
which  are  inserted  many  resolves,  associations,  Stc,  from  all  parts 
of  the  country,  which  I  earnestly  wish  could  be  kept  out  of  sight. 
But  the  truth  is,  that  -the  cruelties,  ravages,  and  barbarisms  of  the 
refugees  and  loyalists  have  left  the  people  so  sore  that  it  is  not  yet 
time  for  them  to  exercise  their  good  sense  and  cooler  judgment. 
And  that  cannot  take  place  while  the  citizens  of  New  York  are  kept 
out  of  their  city,  and  despoiled  daily  of  their  property,  by  the  send- 
ing off  their  negroes  by  hundreds  in  the  face  of  the  treaty.  It  has 
been  exceedingly  ill  judged  in  the  British  to  retain  New  York  so 
long,  and  to  persist  in  sending  away  the  negroes,  as  it  has  irritated 
the  citizens  of  America  to  an  alarming  degree. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &^c.,  j^^IAS  BOUDINOT. 


HENRY  LAURENS  TO  THE   COMMISSIONERS. 

London,  June  SOlIi,  1783. 
Gentlemen, 
Permit  me  to  refer  to  what  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  the 
nth.     You  will  recollect  my  suggestions,  as  soon  as  we  perceived 
Vol.  v.— 33 
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the  falling  ofF  from  those  warm  assurances,  which  had  been  pressed 
in  March  and  April.  They  were  not  ill  founded.  I  delayed  a  week 
in  hopes  of  intelligence,  and  left  you  with  reluctance ;  the  temper 
of  the  times  forbids  even  an  essay. 

What  a  happy  country  is  this,  where  every  thing  pertaining  to  the 
public  is  rendered  to  them  in  public  newspapers.  See  the  enclosed, 
containing  nearly  as  accurate  an  account  of  certain  recent  occur- 
rences, as  if  it  had  been  penned  by  one  of  the  parties.  It  might 
indeed  have  been  made  a  little  stronger.  Modest  men  are  some- 
times restrained  from  attempting  a  public  good  from  a  dread  of  the 
effects  of  envy,  of  being  held  up  in  an  invidious  light.  It  would  be 
cruel  to  disturb  them. 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  America,  save  what  you  may  have  read 
in  the  prints.  To-morrow  I  shall  proceed  to  Bath,  and  be  waiting 
for  intelligence,  as  well  from  yourselves  us  from  Congress.  Some 
consolation  arises  from  reflecting  that  while  I  am  endeavoring  to 
mend  my  health,  you  suffer  no  inconvenience  from  my  absence. 

With  sincere  regard  and  respect,  HENRY  LAURENS. 


TO  THE  COUNT  DE  VERGENNES. 

Passy,  June2Sth,  1783. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Grand,  banker  to  the  Congress,  having  laid  before  us  the 
annexed  state  of  their  affliirs  in  his  hands,  we  conceive  ourselves 
indispensably  obliged  to  communicate  the  same  to  your  Excellency, 
as  some  important  interests  of  both  countries  are  concerned.* 

Before  the  peace  was  known  in  America,  and  while  Mr.  Morris 
had  hopes  of  obtaining  the  five  per  cent,  duty  and  a  larger  loan 
from  his  Majesty,  the  immediate  urgent  necessities  of  the  army 
obliged  him  to  draw  bills,  and  sell  them  to  the  merchants,  to  raise 
money  for  the  purchase  of  provisions,  to  prevent  their  starving  or 
disbanding. 

The  merchants  have  thereupon  formed  their  plans  of  business, 
and  remitted  those  bills  to  their  correspondents  here  to  pay  debts  and 
purchase  goods  in  this  kingdom,  to  be  carried  home  in  the  ships  that 

*  See  Mr.  Grand's  letter  above,  p.  487. 
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are  come,  or  coming  to  France,  thus  to  open  a  larger  commerce  with 
this  nation. 

If  those  bills  cannot  be  paid,  the  creditors  of  America  will  be 
disappointed  and  greatly  hurt,  and  the  commerce  will  be  deranged 
and  discouraged  in  its  first  operations,  of  which  the  numerous  ill 
consequences  are  more  easily  imagined  than  described. 

Our  loan  in  Holland  is  going  on,  and  with  such  prospect  of 
success,  that  the  bankers  who  have  the  care  of  it  have  lately  sent 
by  express  to  Mr.  Adams  all  the  blank  obligations  necessary  to 
complete  it  for  him  to  sign,  that  they  might  have  them  ready  to 
deliver  as  demanded,  his  return  thither  being  delayed. 

This  loan  will,  therefore,  probably  answer  the  bills  Mr.  Morris 
has  drawn  on  those  bankers. 

But  the  protesting  any  of  his  bills  here  would  occasion  such  an 
alarm  there,  as  must  probably  entirely  stop  any  further  progress  of 
that  loan,  and  thereby  increase  the  mischief. 

The  government  of  the  Congress  would  also  be  enfeebled  by  it. 

We  apprehend,  too,  that  in  the  present  unsettled  situation  of  our 
affairs  with  England,  such  a  failure  might  have  very  ill  effects  with 
respect  to  our  negociations. 

We,  therefore,  request  your  counsel,  hoping  your  wisdom,  which 
has  so  often  befriended  our  nation,  may  point  out  some  way  by 
which  we  may  be  extricated  from  this  distress. 

And  as  the  King  has  hitherto  so  generously  assisted  us,  we  hope 
that,  if  it  is  any  way  practicable,  his  Majesty  will  crown  the 
glorious  work,  by  affording  us  this  help,  at  the  different  periods 
when  it  will  be  wanted,  and  which  is  absolutely  the  last  that  will 
be  asked. 

We  are,  with  sincere  and  great  respect,  he, 

B.  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JAY. 


PROPOSITIONS    MADE  BY  THE    COMMISSIONERS  TO  DAVID  HARTLEY  FOR 
THE  DEFINITIVE  TREATY. 

Article  I.  To  omit  in  the  definitive  treaty  the  exception  at  the 
end  of  the  second  article  of  the  provisional  treaty,  viz.,  these  words, 
"  excepting  such  islands  as  now  are,  or  heretofore  have  been,  within 
the  limits  of  the  said  Province  of  Nova  Scotia." 
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Article  II.  The  prisoners  made  respectively  by  the  arms  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  by  sea  and  by  land, 
not  already  set  at  liberty,  shall  be  restored  reciprocally  and  bona 
fide,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty, 
without  ransom,  and  on  paying  the  debts  they  may  have  contracted 
during  their  captivity ;  and  each  party  shall  respectively  reimburse 
the  sums  which  shall  have  been  advanced  for  the  subsistence  and 
maintenance  of  the  prisoners  by  the  Sovereign  of  the  country  where 
they  shall  have  been  detained,  according  to  the  receipts  and  attested 
accounts,  and  other  authentic  titles,  which  shall  be  produced  on  each 
side. 

Article  III.  His  Britannic  Majesty  shall  employ  his  good  offices 
and  interposition  with  the  King  or  Emperor  of  Morocco  or  Fez,  the 
Regencies  of  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  or  with  any  of  them,  and 
also  with  every  other  Prince,  State,  or  Power  of  the  coast  of  Barbary, 
in  Africa,  and  the  subjects  of  the  said  King,  Emperor,  States,  and 
Powers,  and  each  of  them,  in  order  to  provide  as  fully  and  effica- 
ciously as  possible  for  the  benefit,  conveniency,  and  safety  of  the 
said  United  States,  and  each  of  them,  their  subjects,  people,  and 
inhabitants,  and  their  vessels  and  effects,  against  all  violence,  insult, 
attacks,  or  depredations  on  the  part  of  the  said  Princes  and  States 
of  Barbary,  or  their  subjects. 

Article  IV.  If  war  should  hereafter  arise  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  which  God  forbid,  the  merchants  of  either 
country  then  residing  in  the  other,  shall  be  allowed  to  remain  nine 
months  to  collect  their  debts  and  settle  their  affairs,  and  may  depart 
freely,  carrying  off  all  their  effects  without  molestation  or  hinderance. 
And  all  fishermen,  all  cultivators  of  the  earth,  and  all  artisans  and 
manufacturers  unarmed  and  inhabiting  unfortified  towns,  villages,  cr 
places,  who  labor  for  the  common  subsistence  and  benefit  of 
mankind,  and  peaceably  follow  their  respective  employments,  shall 
be  allowed  to  continue  the  same,  and  shall  not  be  molested  by  the 
armed  force  of  the  enemy  in  whose  power,  by  the  events  of  war, 
they  may  happen  to  fall ;  but  if  any  thing  is  necessary  to  be  taken 
from  them  for  the  use  of  such  armed  force,  the  same  shall  be  paid 
for  at  a  reasonable  price.  And  all  merchants  or  traders  with  their 
unarmed  vessels  employed  in  commerce,  exchanging  the  products 
of  different  places,  and  thereby  rendering  the  necessaries,  conve- 
niencies,  and  comforts  of  human  life  more  easy  to  obtain,  and  more 
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general,  shall  be  allowed  to  pass  freely  unmolested.  And  neither 
of  the  Powers  parties  to  this  treaty  shall  grant  or  issue  any  commis- 
sion to  any  private  armed  vessels,  empowering  them  to  take  or 
destroy  such  trading  ships,  or  interrupt  such  commerce. 

Article  V.  And  in  case  either  of  the  contracting  parties  shall 
happen  to  be  engaged  in  war  with  any  other  nation,  it  is  further 
agreed,  in  order  to  prevent  all  the  difficulties  and  misunderstandings 
that  usually  arise  respecting  the  merchandise  heretofore  called 
contraband,  such  as  arms,  ammunition,  and  military  stores  of  all 
kinds,  that  no  such  articles  carrying  by  the  ships  or  subjects  of  one 
of  the  parties  to  the  enemies  of  the  other,  shall  on  any  account  be 
deemed  contraband,  so  as  to  induce  confiscation  and  a  loss  of 
property  to  individuals.  Nevertheless,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  slop 
such  ships  and  detain  them  for  such  length  of  time  as  the  captors 
may  think  necessary  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  or  damage  that 
might  ensue  from  their  proceeding  on  their  voyage,  paying,  however, 
a  reasonable  compensation  for  the  loss  such  arrest  shall  occasion  to 
the  proprietors.  And  it  shall  further  be  allowed  to  use  in  the  service, 
of  the  captors,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  military  stores  so 
detained,  paying  to  the  owners  the  full  value  of  the  same. 

Article  VI.  Tlie  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  may  take  and  hold  real  estates  in  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  or  any  other  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  and  dispose 
by  testaments,  donations,  or  otherwise  of  their  property,  real  or 
personal,  in  favor  of  such  person  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit;  and  their 
heirs,  citizens  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  residing  in 
the  British  dominions  or  elsewhere,  may  succeed  them  al  intestato, 
without  being  obliged  to  obtain  letters  of  naturalization.  The  subject 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall  enjoy  on  their  parts,  in  all  the  domin- 
ions of  the  said  United  States,  an  entire  and  perfect  reciprocity 
relative  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  present  article. 

Article  VII.  The  ratifications  of  the  definitive  treaty  shall  be 
expedited  in  good  and  due  form,  and  exchanged  in  the  space  of  five 
months,  or  sooner  if  it  can  be  done,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of 
the  signature. 

Article  VUI.  Query.  Whether  the  King  of  Great  Britain  will 
admit  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  cut  logwood  on  the  district 
allotted  to  his  Majesty  by  Spain,  and  on  what  terms  ? 
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DAVID  hartley's  SIX  PllOPOSITIONS  FOR  A  DEFINITIVE  TREATV. 

June,  1783. 

1st.  That  lands  belonging  to  persons  of  any  description  which 
have  not  actually  been  sold  shall  be  restored  to  the  old  possessors 
without  price. 

2dly.  That  an  equal  and  free  participation  of  the  different  carry- 
ing places,  and  the  navigation  of  all  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  that 
country,  through  which  the  water  line  of  division  passes  between 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  shall  be  enjoyed  fully  and  uninter- 
ruptedly by  both  parties. 

.3d]y.  That  in  any  such  places,  within  the  boundaries  assigned 
generally  to  the  American  States,  as  are  adjoining  to  the  water  line 
of  division,  and  which  are  not  specifically  under  the  dominion  of  any 
one  State,  all  persons  at  present  resident,  or  having  possessions  or 
occupations  as  merchants  or  otherwise,  may  remain  in  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  all  civil  rights,  and  in  pursuit  of  their  respective  occu- 
pations. 

4thly.  That  in  any  such  places  adjoining  to  the  water  line  of 
division  as  may  be  under  the  specific  dominion  of  any  particular 
State,  all  persons  at  present  resident,  or  having  possessions  or  occu- 
pations as  merchants,  or  otherwise,  may  remain  in  the  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  all  civil  rights  and  in  pursuit  of  their  occupations  until 
they  shall  receive  notice  of  removal  from  the  State  to  which  any 
such  place  may  appertain  ;  and  upon  any  such  notice  of  removal,  a 
term  of  three  years  shall  be  allowed  for  selling  or  withdrawing  their 
valuable  effects,  and  for  settling  their  alTairs. 

5thly.  That  his  Britannic  Majesty's  forces,  not  exceeding 
in  number,  may  continue  in  the  posts  now  occupied  by  them  con- 
tiguous to  the  water  line,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  lives,  property,  and  peace  of  any  persons  settled  in 
that  country,  against  the  invasion  or  ravages  of  the  neighboring 
Indian  nations,  who  may  be  suspected  of  retaining  resentments  in 
consequence  of  the  late  war. 

Glhly.  That  no  tax  or  impost  whatsoever  shall  be  laid  on  any 
articles  of  commerce  passing  or  repassing  through  the  country,  but 
that  the  trade  may  be  left  entirely  open  for  the  benefit  of  all  parties 
interested  therein. 
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THE  commissioners'  ANSWERS  TO  MR.  HARTLEY'S  SIX  PROPOSITIONS. 

To  the  1st.  This  matter  has  been  ah-eady  regulated  in  the  5th 
and  6th  articles  of  the  provisional  treaty,  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
our  powers.     The  rest  must  be  left  to  the  several  States. 

2dly.  All  the  lakes,  rivers,  and  waters  divided  by  the  boundary 
line  or  lines  between  the  United  States  and  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
territories  shall  be  freely  used  and  navigated  by  both  parties  during 
the  whole  extent  of  such  divisions.  Regulations  concerning  roads, 
carrying  places,  and  any  land  communications  between  said  waters, 
whether  within  the  line  of  the  United  States  or  that  of  his  Majesty, 
together  with  the  navigation  of  all  waters  and  rivers  in  America, 
belonging  to  either  party,  may  be  made  in  a  negociation  of  a  treaty 
of  commerce. 

3dly.  That  in  all  places  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the 
country  adjoining  to  the  water  line  of  division,  and  which,  during 
the  war,  were  in  his  Majesty's  possession,  all  persons  at  present 
resident,  or  having  possessions  or  occupations  as  merchants  or  other- 
wise, may  remain  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  all  civil  rights,  and 
in  pursuit  of  their  occupations,  until  they  shall  receive  notice  of 
removal  from  Congress  or  the  State  to  which  any  such  place  may 
appertain  ;  and  that  upon  any  such  notice  of  removal,  a  term  of  two 
years  shall  be  allowed  for  selling  or  withdrawing  their  effects,  and 
for  settling  their  affairs. 

4thly.  That  his  Britannic  Majesty's  forces,  not  exceeding 
in  number,  may  continue  in  the  posts  now  occupied  by  them  con- 
tiguous to  the  water  line,  until  Congress  shall  give  them  notice  to 
evacuate  the  said  posts,  and  garrisons  of  their  own  shall  arrive  at 
said  posts,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  lives,  property,  and  peace 
of  any  persons  settled  in  that  country,  against  the  invasion  or  rav- 
ages of  the  neighboring  Indian  nations  who  may  be  suspected  of 
retaining  resentments  in  consequence  of  the  late  war. 

5thly.  The  consideration  of  this  proposition  may  be  left  to  the 
treaty  of  commerce. 

TO  DAVID   HARTLEY. 

Fassy,  July  17th,  1783. 

Sir, 
We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  have  just  received  from 
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Congress  their  ratification,  in  due  form,  of  the  Provisional  Articles 
of  the  30th  of  November,  1782,  and  we  are  ready  to  exchange 
ratifications  with  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Ministers  as  soon  as  may  be. 

By  the  same  articles  it  is  stipulated  that  his  Britannic  Majesty 
shall,  with  all  convenient  speed,  and  without  causing  any  destruc- 
tion, or  carrying  away  any  negroes  or  other  property  of  the  American 
inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his  armies,  garrisons,  and  fleets  from  the 
United  States,  and  from  every  port,  place,  and  harbor  within  the 
same.  But,  by  intelligence  lately  received  from  America,  and  by 
the  enclosed  copies  of  letters  and  conferences  between  General 
Washington  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  it  appears  that  a  considerable 
number  of  negroes,  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
have  been  carried  off  from  New  York,  contrary  to  the  express 
stipulation  contained  in  the  said  article.  We  have  received  from 
Congress  their  instructions  to  represent  this  matter^ to  you,  and  to 
request  that  speedy  and  effectual  measures  be  taken  to  render  that 
justice  to  the  parties  interested  which  t.;e  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  article  in  question  plainly  dictates. 

We  are  also  instructed  to  represent  to  you  that  many  of  the  British 
debtors  in  America  have,  in  the  course  of  the  war,  sustained  such 
considerable  and  heavy  losses  by  the  operations  of  the  British  arms 
in  that  country,  that  a  great  number  of  them  have  been  rendered 
incapable  of  immediately  satisfying  those  debts  ;  we  refer  it  to  the 
justice  and  equity  of  Great  Britain  so  far  to  amend  the  article  on 
that  subject,  as  that  no  execution  shall  be  issued  on  a  judgment  to  be 
obtained  in  any  such  case,  but  after  the  expiration  of  three  years 
from  the  date  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace.  Congress  also  think 
it  reasonable  that  such  part  of  the  interest  which  may  have  accrued 
on  such  debts  during  the  war  shall  not  be  payable,  because  all 
intercourse  between  the  two  countries  had  during  that  period  become 
impracticable  as  well  as  improper.  It  does  not  appear  just  that 
individuals  in  America  should  pay  for  delays  in  payment  which  were 
occasioned  by  the  civil  and  military  measures  of  Great  Britain.  In 
our  opinion,  the  interest  of  the  creditors,  as  well  as  the  debtors, 
requires  that  some  tenderness  be  shown  to  the  latter,  and  that  they 
should  be  allowed  a  little  time  to  acquire  the  means  of  discharging 
debts  which,  in  many  instances,  exceed  the  whole  amount  of  their 
property. 

As  it  is  necessary  to  ascertain  an  epocha  for  the  restitutions  and 
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evacuations   to   be    made,  we  propose   that   it  be   agreed   that   his 

Bi-itannic  Majesty  shall  cause  to  be  evacuated  the   posts  of  New 

York,  Penobscot,  and  their  dependencies,  with  all  other  posts  and 

places  in  possession  of  his  Majesty's  arms  within  the  United  States, 

in  the  space  of  three  months  after  the   signature  of  the  definitive 

treaty,  or  sooner,  if  possible,  excepting  those  posts  contiguous  to  the 

water-line   mentioned    in   the  4th   proposition,   and   those   shall   be 

evacuated  when  Congress  shall  give  the  notice  therein  mentioned. 

We  do  ourselves  the  honor  of  making  these  communications  to 

you,  sir,  that  you  may  transmit  them,  and  the  papers  accompanying 

them,  to  your  Court,  and  inform  us  of  their  answer. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c..  he, 

JOHN  ADAMS, 

B.  FRANKLIN, 

JOHN  JAY. 


TO  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Passy,  July  18th,  1783. 
Sir, 

We  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  by  Captain  Barney  your 
two  letters  of  the  25th  of  March  and  2Ist  of  April,  with  the  papers 
referred  to  in  them. 

We  are  happy  to  find  that  the  Provisional  Articles  have  been 
approved  and  ratified  by  Congress,  and  we  regret  that  the  manner  in 
which  that  business  was  conducted  does  not  coincide  with  your  ideas 
of  propriety.  We  are  persuaded,  however,  that  this  is  principally 
owing  to  your  being  necessarily  unacquainted  with  a  number  of 
circumstances  known  to  us  who  are  on  the  spot,  and  which  will  be 
particularly  explained  to  you  hereafter,  and,  we  trust,  to  your  satis- 
faction and  that  of  the  Congress. 

Your  doubts  respecting  the  separate  article,  we  think,  are  capable 
of  being  removed  ;  but  as  a  full  state  of  the  reasons  and  circum- 
stances which  prompted  that  measure  would  be  very  prolix,  we  shall 
content  ourselves  with  giving  you  the  general  outlines. 

Mr.  Oswald  was  desirous  to  cover  as  much  of  the  eastern  shores 
of  the  Mississippi  with  British  claims  as  possible,  and  for  this  purpose 
we  were  told  a  great  deal  about  the  ancient  bounds  of  Canada, 
Louisiana,  he,  he.     The  British  Court,  who  had  probably  not  yet 
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adopted  the  idea  of  relinquishing  the  Floridas,  seemed  desirous  of 
annexing  as  much  territory  to  them  as  possible,  even  up  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio.  Mr.  Oswald  adhered  strongly  to  that  object,  as  well 
to  render  the  British  countries  there  of  sufficient  extent  to  be  (as  he 
expressed  it)  worth  keeping  and  protecting,  as  to  afford  a  convenient 
retreat  to  the  Tories,  for  whom  it  would  be  difficult  otherwise  to 
provide ;  and,  among  other  arguments,  he  finally  urged  his  being 
willing  to  yield  to  our  demands  to  the  east,  north,  and  west,  as  a 
further  reason  for  our  gratifying  him  on  the  point  in  question.  He 
also  produced  the  commission  of  Governor  Johnson,  extending  the 
bounds  of  his  government  of  West  Florida  up  to  the  river  Yazoo ; 
and  contended  for  that  extent  as  a  matter  of  right,  upon  various 
principles  which,  however,  we  did  not  admit,  the  King  not  being 
authorised,  in  our  opinion,  to  extend  or  contract  the  bounds  of  the 
Colonies  at  pleasure. 

We  were  of  opinion  that  the  country  in  contest  was  of  great  value, 
both  on  account  of  its  natural  fertility  and  of  its  position,  it  being,  in 
our  opinion,  the  interest  of  America  to  extend  as  far  down  towards 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  as  we  possibly  could.  We  also  thought 
it  advisable  to  impress  Britain  with  a  strong  sense  of  the  importance 
of  the  navigation  of  that  river,  to  their  future  commerce  on  the 
interior  waters,  from  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  that  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  thereby  render  that  Court  averse  to  any  stipulations 
with  Spain  to  relinquish  it.  These  two  objects  militated  against 
each  other,  because,  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  navigation,  was 
also  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  countries  contiguous  to  it,  and 
thereby  disincline  Britain  to  the  dereliction  of  them.  We  thought, 
therefore,  that  the  surest  way  to  reconcile  and  obtain  both  objects 
would  be  by  a  composition  beneficial  to  both  parties.  We  therefore 
proposed  that  Britain  should  withdraw  her  pretensions  to  all  the 
country  above  the  Yazoo,  and  that  we  would  cede  all  below  it  to 
her  in  case  she  should  have  the  Floridas  at  the  end  of  the  war;  and, 
at  all  events,  that  she  should  have  a  right  to  navigate  the  river 
throughout  its  whole  extent.  This  proposition  was  accepted,  and 
we  agreed  to  insert  the  contingent  fact  of  it  in  a  separate  article,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  keeping  it  secret  for  the  present.  That 
article  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  considered  as  a  mere  matter  of 
favor  to  Britain,  but  as  the  result  of  a  bargain  in  which  that  article 
was  a  quid  pro  quo. 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  523 

It  was,  in  our  o])inion,  both  necessary  and  justifiable  to  keep  this 
article  secret.  Tlie  negociations  between  Spain,  France,  and 
Britain  were  then  in  full  vigor,  and  embarrassed  by  a  variety  of 
clashing  demands.  The  publication  of  this  article  would  have 
irritated  Spain,  and  retarded,  if  not  have  prevented,  her  coming  to 
an  agreement  with  Britain. 

Had  we  mentioned  it  to  the  French  Minister,  he  must  have  not 
only  informed  Spain  of  it,  but  also  been  obliged  to  act  a  part  respect- 
ing it  that  would  probably  have  been  disagreeable  to  America,  and 
he  certainly  has  reason  to  rejoice  that  our  silence  saved  him  that 
delicate  aud  disagreeable  task. 

This  was  an  article  in  which  France  had  not  the  smallest  interest, 
nor  is  there  any  thing  in  her  treaty  with  us  that  restrains  us  from 
making  what  bargain  we  please  with  Britain  about  those  or  any 
other  lands,  without  rendering  account  of  such  transaction  to  her  or 
any  other  Power  whatever.  The  same  observation  applies  with 
still  greater  force  to  Spain  ;  and  neither  justice  nor  honor  forbid  us 
to  dispose  as  we  pleased  of  our  own  lands  without  her  knowledge  or 
consent.  Spain  at  that  very  time  extended  her  pretensions  and 
claims  of  dominion  not  only  over  the  tract  in  question,  but  over  the 
vast  region  lying  between  the  Floridas  and  Lake  Superior;  and  this 
Court  was  also,  at  that  very  time,  soothing  and  nursing  those  preten- 
sions by  a  proposed  conciliatory  line  for  splitting  the  difference. 
Suppose,  therefore,  we  had  offered  this  tract  to  Spain  in  case  she 
retained  the  Floridas,  should  we  even  have  had  thanks  for  it?  or 
would  it  have  abated  the  chagrin  she  experienced  from  being  disap- 
pointed in  her  extravagant  and  improper  designs  on  that  whole 
country  ?     We  think  not. 

We  perfectly  concur  with  you  in  sentiment,  sir,  that  "  honesty  is 
the  best  policy^  But  until  it  be  shown  that  we  have  trespassed  on 
the  rights  of  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  you  must  excuse  our  think- 
ing that  this  remark,  as  applied  to  our  proceedings,  was  unnecessary. 

Should  any  explanations,  either  with  France  or  Spain,  become 
necessary,  on  this  subject,  we  hope  and  expect  to  meet  with  no 
embarrassment.  We  shall  neither  amuse  them  nor  perplex  ourselves 
with  flimsy  excuses,  but  tell  them  plainly  that  it  was  not  our  duty  to 
give  them  the  information  ;  we  considered  ourselves  at  liberty  to 
withhold  it.  And  we  shall  remind  the  French  Minister  that  he  has 
more  reason  to  be  pleased  than  displeased  with  our  silence.     Since 
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we  have  assumed  a  place  in  the  political  system  of  the  world,  let  us 
move  like  a  primary  and  not  like  a  secondary  planet. 

We  are  persuaded,  sir,  that  your  remarks  on  these  subjects 
resulted  from  real  opinion,  and  were  made  with  candor  and  sincerity. 
The  best  men  will  view  objects  of  this  kind  in  different  lights,  even 
when  standing  on  the  same  ground  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  that  we,  who  are  on  the  spot  and  have  the  whole  transaction 
under  our  eyes,  should  see  many  parts  of  it  in  a  stronger  point  of 
light  than  persons  at  a  distance,  who  can  only  view  it  through  the 
dull  medium  of  representation. 

It  would  give  us  great  pain  if  any  thing  we  have  written  or  now 
write  respecting  this  Court  should  be  construed  to  impeach  the 
friendship  of  the  King  and  nation  for  us.  We  also  believe  that  the 
Minister  is  so  far  our  friend,  and  is  disposed  so  far  to  do  us  good 
offices,  as  tnay  correspond  with,  and  be  dictated  by,  his  system  of 
policy  for  promoting  the  power,  riches,  and  glory  of  France.  God 
forbid  that  we  should  ever  sacrifice  our  faith,  our  gratitude,  or  our 
honor,  to  any  considerations  of  convenience  ;  and  may  he  also  forbid 
that  we  should  ever  be  unmindful  of  the  dignity  and  independent 
spirit  which  should  always  characterize  a  free  and  generous  people ! 

We  shall  immediately  propose  an  article  to  be  inserted  in  the 
definitive  treaty  for  postponing  the  payment  of  British  debts  for  the 
time  mentioned  by  Congress. 

There  are,  no  doubt,  certain  ambiguities  in  our  articles  ;  but  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  when  it  is  considered  how  exceedingly  averse 
Britain  was  to  any  expressions  which  explicitly  wounded  the  Tories: 
and  how  disinclined  we  were  to  use  any  that  should  amount  to  abso- 
lute stipulations  in  their  favor. 

The  words  for  returning  the  property  of  real  British  subjects. 
were  well  understood  and  explained  between  us  7iot  to  mean  or 
comprehended  American  refugees.  Mr.  Oswald  and  Mr.  Fitzher- 
bert  know  this  to  have  been  the  case,  and  will  readily  confess  and 
admit  it.  This  mode  of  expression  was  preferred  by  them  as  a 
more  delicate  mode  of  excluding  those  refugees,  and  of  making  a 
proper  distinction  between  them  and  the  subjects  of  Britain,  whose 
only  particular  interest  in  America  consisted  in  holding  lands  or 
property  there. 

The  sixth  article,  viz.,  where  it  declares  that  no  future  confisca- 
tions shall  be  made,  &;c.,  ought  to  have  fixed  the  time  with  greater 
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accuracy.  We  think  the  most  fair  and  true  construction  is,  that  it 
relates  to  the  date  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  That  is  the  time 
when  peace  in  fact  took  place,  in  consequence  of  prior  informal, 
though  binding,  contracts  to  terminate  the  war.  We  consider  the 
definitive  treaties  as  only  giving  the  dress  of  form  to  those  contracts, 
and  not  as  constituting  the  obligation  of  them.  Had  the  cessation 
of  hostilities  been  the  effect  of  truce,  and  consequently  nothing 
more  than  a  temporary  suspension  of  war,  another  construction  would 
have  been  the  true  one. 

We  are  officially  assured  by  Mr.  Hartley  that  positive  orders  for 
the  evacuation  of  New  York  have  been  despatched,  and  that  no 
avoidable  delay  will  retard  that  event.  Had  we  proposed  to  fix  a 
time  for  it,  the  British  Commissioner  would  have  contended  that  it 
should  be  a  time  posterior  to  the  date  of  the  definitive  treaty,  and 
that  would  have  been  probably  more  disadvantageous  to  us  than  as 
that  article  now  stands. 

We  are  surprised  to  hear  that  any  doubts  have  arisen  in  America 
respecting  the  time  when  the  cessation  of  hostilities  took  place  there. 
It  most  certainly  took  place  at  the  expiration  of  one  month  after  the 
date  of  that  declaration,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  whether  by  land  or 
sea,  that  lay  north  of  the  latitude  of  the  Canaries. 

The  ships  afterwards  taken  from  us,  in  the  more  northerly  lati- 
tudes, ought  to  be  reclaimed  and  given  up.  We  shall  apply  to  Mr. 
Hartley  on  this  subject,  and  also  on  that  of  the  transportation  of 
negroes  from  New  York,  contrary  to  the  words  and  intention  of  the 
provisional  articles. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  JOHN  ADAMS, 

B.  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JAY. 

TO   ROBERT   R.   LIVINGSTON. 

Paris,  July  27th,  1783. 
Sir, 

The  definitive  treaties  between  the  late  belligerent  Powers  are 

none  of  them  yet  completed.     Ours  has   gone  on  slowly,  owing 

partly  to    the  necessity   Mr.   Hartley,  successor   of  Mr.   Oswald, 

thinks  himself  under  of  sending  every  proposition,  either  his  own  or 

ours,  to  his  Court  for  their  approbation,  and  their  delay  in  answering, 

through  negligence  perhaps,  since  they  have  heard  our  ports  are 
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open,  or  through  indecision,  occasioned  hy  ignorance  of  tlie  subject, 
or  through  want  of  union  among  the  Ministers.  We  send  you  here- 
with copies  of  several  papers  that  have  passed  between  us.  He  has 
for  some  time  assured  us  that  he  is  in  hourly  expectation  of  answers, 
but  they  do  not  arrive.  Tlie  British  proclamation  respecting  the 
commerce,  appears  to  vex  him  a  good  deal.  We  enclose  a  copy. 
And  we  are  of  opinion,  that  finally  we  shall  find  it  best  to  drop  all 
commercial  articles  in  our  definitive  treaty,  and  leave  every  thing 
of  that  kind  to  a  future  special  treaty,  to  be  made  either  in  America 
or  in  Europe,  as  Congress  shall  think  fit  to  order.  Perhaps  it  may 
be  best  to  give  powers  for  that  purpose  to  the  Minister  that  prob- 
ably will  be  sent  to  London.  The  opinion  here  is,  that  it  will  be 
becoming  in  us  to  take  the  first  step  towards  the  mutual  exchange 
of  Ministers,  and  we  have  been  assured  by  the  English  Minister 
who  treats  with  us  here  that  ours  will  be  well  received. 

The  Dutch  preliminaries  are  not  yet  agreed  on,  and  it  seems  to 
be  settled,  that  we  are  to  sign  all  together,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Ministers  of  the  two  Imperial  Courts,  who  are  to  be  complimented 
with  the  opportunity  of  signing  as  mediators,  though  they  have  not 
yet,  and  perhaps  will  not  be  consulted  in  the  negociations.  Mr. 
Adams  has  gone  to  Holland  for  three  weeks,  but  will  return  sooner 
if  wanted.  The  propositions  you  mention,  as  made  to  us  from  that 
State,  we  suppose  he  has  given  you  an  account  of.  Nothing  was, 
or  is  likely  to  be,  done  upon  them  here,  and  therefore  it  was  less 
necessary  to  say  any  thing  concerning  them.  A  Minister  from 
thence  has  been  gone  some  time  to  Congress,  and  if  he  has  those 
propositions  in  charge,  they  will  best  be  considered  there. 
With  great  esteem,  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

B.  FRANKLLN, 
JOHN  JAY. 


PROJECT  FOR  A  DEFINITIVE  TREATY  OF   PEACE. 

Project  for  the  'Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  and.  Friendship,  bctivecn 
his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  con- 
cluded at  ,  the  day  of  ,  1783. 

Be  it  known  to  all  those  to  whom  it  shall  or  may  in  any  manner 
belong. 
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It  has  pleased  the  Most  High  to  diffuso  the  spirit  of  union  and 
concord  among  the  nations,  whose  divisions  had  spread  trouble  in 
the  four  parts  of  the  world,  and  to  inspire  them  with  the  inclination 
to  cause  the  comforts  of  peace  to  succeed  to  the  misfortunes  of  a 
long  and  bloody  war,  which  having  arisen  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  in  its  progress  communicated 
itself  to  France,  Spain,  and  the  United  Netherlands. 

Consequently,  the  United  States  of  America  did,  on  the  fifteenth 
of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  name  and  appoint  their  Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  and 
resolve,  ordain,  and  grant  their  commission,  in  the  following  words, 
viz.     [See  page  439.] 

And  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  did,  on  the  twenty- 
first  day  of  September,  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  his  reign,  issue 
his  commission,  under  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  to  Richard 
Oswald,  in  the  words  following,  viz.     [See  page  445.] 

And  his  said  Britannic  Majesty  on  the  one  part,  and  the  said 
United  States  of  America  on  the  other,  did  lay  the  foundations  of 
peace  in  the  preliminaries,  signed  at  Paris,  on  the  thirtieth  of 
November  last,  by  the  said  Richard  Oswald,  on  the  part  of  his  said 
Majesty,  and  by  the  said  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  John 
Jay,  and  Henry  Laurens,  on  the  part  of  the  said  United  States,  in 
virtue  of  their  respective  full  powers  aforesaid,  and  after  having 
mutually  shown  to  each  other  their  said  full  powers  in  good  form, 
and  mutually  exchanged  authenticated  copies  of  the  same. 

And  his  said  Britannic  IMajesty  did,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-two,  and  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  his  reign,  issue  his 
commission,  signed  with  his  royal  hand,  and  under  the  great  seal  of 
Great  Britain,  to  Alleyne  Fitzherbert,  in  the  following  words,  viz. 
[Here  follows  the  commission.] 

And  the  said  Alleyne  Fitzherbert,  on  the  part  of  his  said  Britannic 
Majesty,  and  John  Adams  and  Benjamin  Franklin,  in  the  necessary 
absence  of  the  said  John  Jay  and  Henry  Laurens,  on  the  part  of 
the  said  United  States,  did,  at  Versailles,  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
January  last,  communicate  to  each  other  their  full  powers  aforesaid, 
in  good  form,  and  agreed  upon  an  armistice  in  the  words  following. 
[See  pp.  475,  476.] 

And  his  Britannic  Majesty  did  on  the  day  of  ,  in 
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the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three, 
and  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  reign,  issue  his  commission, 
signed  with  his  royal  hand,  and  under  the  great  seal  of  Great 
Britain  to  David  Hartley,  in  the  following  words,  viz.  [Here  follows 
the  commission.] 

And  now  the  said  David  Hartley,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his 
said  Britannic  Majesty,  in  behalf  of  his  said  Majesty,  on  the  one 
part,  and  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  John  Jay,  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  said  United  States  of  America,  in  behalf  of 
the  said  States,  on  the  other,  having  communicated  to  each  other 
their  aforesaid  full  powers  in  good  form,  and  mutually  exchanged 
authenticated  copies  of  the  same,  have,  by  virtue  thereof,  agreed, 
and  do  hereby  agree  and  conclude  upon  the  articles,  the  tenor  of 
which  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Whereas  reciprocal  advantages  and  mutual  convenience  are  found 
by  experience  to  form  the  only  permanent  foundation  of  peace  and 
friendship  betv.'een  States,  it  is  agreed  to  form  the  articles  of  this 
treaty  on  such  principles  of  liberal  equity  and  reciprocity,  as  that 
partial  advantages,  those  seeds  of  discord,  being  excluded,  such  a 
beneficial  and  satisfactory  intercourse  between  the  two  countries 
may  be  established  as  to  promise  and  secure  to  both  perpetual  peace 
and  harmony. 

Article  I.  The  same  as  article  1st  of  the  preliminary  treaty, 
but  finishing  at  "  every  part  thereof." 

Article  U.  The  same  as  article  2d  of  the  preliminary  treaty  but 
commencing  with  the  remaining  part  of  article  1st,  "and  that  all 
disputes,"  &.C.,  and  ending  with  the  words  "  and  the  Atlantic  ocean." 

Article  HI.     The  same  as  article  .3d  of  the  preliminary  treaty. 

Article  IV.  It  is  agreed  that  creditors  on  either  side  shall 
meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the  full  value  in 
sterling  money  of  all  bona  Jide  debts  heretofore  contracted,  excepting 
that  the  respective  Governments  on  both  sides  may,  if  they  think 
proper,  pass  acts  directing  that,  in  consideration  of  the  distresses  and 
disabilities  brought  on  by  the  war,  and  by  the  interruption  of 
commerce,  no  execution  shall  be  issued  on  a  judgment  to  be  obtained 
in  any  such  case,  until  after  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the 
date  of  this  definitive  treaty  ;  nor  shall  such  judgments  include  any 
allowance  for  interest  for  the  time  that  passed  during  the  war,  and 
until  the  signing  hereof. 
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Article  V.  And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  concerning  the 
true  construction  of  the  5th  article  of  the  provisional  treaty,  and 
great  difficulties  are  likely  to  arise  in  its  execution,  it  is  hereby 
agreed  that  the  same  shall  be  declared  void,  and  omitted  in  this 
definitive  treaty. 

And  instead  thereof,  it  is  agreed  that  as  exact  an  account  as  may 
be  shall  be  taken  by  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose 
on  each  part,  of  all  seizures,  confiscations,  or  destruction  of  property 
belonging  to  the  adherents  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  in 
America,  (exclusive  of  prizes  made  at  sea,  and  debts  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  article,)  and  an  account  of  all  seizures,  confiscations, 
or  destruction  of  property  belonging  to  the  adherents  of  the  United 
States  residing  either  therein  or  in  Canada ;  and  the  said  property 
being  duly  appraised  and  valued,  the  accounts  thereof  shall  be 
compared,  and  the  balance  shall  be  paid  in  money  by  the  party 
which  has  suffered  least  within  one  year  after  such  adjustment  of  the 
said  accounts.  And  it  is  further  agreed,  that  all  persons  who  have 
any  interest  in  confiscated  lands,  either  by  debts  or  marriage  settle- 
ments, or  otherwise,  shall  meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  just  rights. 

Article  VI.  The  same  as  article  6th  of  the  preliminary  treaty. 
Article  VII.  There  shall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace 
between  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  said  States,  and  between  the 
subjects  of  the  one  and  the  citizens  of  the  other.  And  his  Britannic 
Majesty  shall,  with  all  convenient  speed,  and  without  causing  any 
destruction,  or  carrying  away  any  negroes,  or  other  property  of  the 
American  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his  armies,  garrisons,  and  fleets 
from  the  said  United  States,  and  from  every  port,  place,  and  harbor, 
within  the  same,  leaving  in  all  fortifications  the  American  artillery 
that  may  be  therein.  And  shall  also  order  and  cause  all  archives, 
records,  deeds,  and  papers  belonging  to  any  of  the  said  States,  or 
their  citizens,  which  in  the  course  of  the  war  may  have  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  his  officers,  to  be  forthwith  restored  and  delivered  to 
the  proper  States  and  persons  to  whom  they  belong.  And  all 
destruction  of  propecty,  or  carrying  away  of  negroes,  or  other 
property  belonging  to  the  American  inhabitants  contrary  to  the 
above  stipulation,  shall  be  duly  estimated  and  compensated  to  the 
owners. 

Article  VIII.     The  navigation  of  the  rivers  Mississippi  and  St. 

Vol.  v.— -34 
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Lawrence  from  their  sources  to  the  ocean,  shall  forever  remain  free 
and  open  to  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

Article  IX.  The  prisoners  made  respectively  by  the  arms  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  by  land  and  by  sea,  not 
already  set  at  liberty,  shall  be  restored  reciprocally  and  bona  fide 
immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty,  without 
ransom,  and  on  paying  the  debts  they  may  have  contracted  during 
their  captivity  ;  and  each  party  shall  respectively  reimburse  the  sums 
which  shall  have  been  advanced  for  the  subsistence  and  maintenance 
of  their  prisoners  by  the  Sovereign  of  the  country  where  they  shall 
have  been  detained,  according  to  the  receipts  and  attested  accounts 
and  other  authentic  titles,  which  shall  be  produced  on  each  side  to 
Commissioners,  who  shall  be  mutually  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  the  same. 

Article  X.  His  Britannic  Majesty  shall  employ  his  good  offices 
and  interposition  with  the  King  or  Emperor  of  Morocco  or  Fez,  the 
Regencies  of  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  or  with  any  of  them,  and 
also  with  every  other  Prince,  State,  or  Power  of  the  coast  of  Bar- 
bary,  in  Africa,  and  the  subjects  of  the  said  King,  Emperor,  States, 
and  Powers,  and  each  of  them,  in  order  to  provide  as  fully  and 
efficaciously  us  possible,  for  the  benefit,  conveniency,  and  safety  of 
the  said  United  States,  and  each  of  them,  their  subjects,  people, 
and  inhabitants,  and  their  vessels  and  effects,  against  all  violence, 
insult,  attacks,  or  depredations,  on  the  part  of  the  said  Provinces 
and  States  of  Barbary,  or  their  subjects. 

Article  XI.  If  war  should  hereafter  arise  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  which  God  forbid,  the  merchants  of  either 
country,  then  residing  in  the  other,  shall  be  allowed  to  remain  nine 
months  to  collect  their  debts  and  settle  their  affairs,  and  may  depart 
freely,  carrying  off  all  their  effects,  without  molestation  or  hinder- 
ance.  And  all  fishermen,  all  cultivators  of  the  earth,  and  all  artisans 
or  manufacturers,  unarmed  and  inhabiting  unfortified  towns,  villages, 
or  places,  who  labor  for  the  common  subsistence  or  benefit  of  man- 
kind, and  peaceably  follow  their  respective  employments,  shall  be 
allowed  to  continue  the  same,  and  shall  not  be  molested  by  the 
armed  force  of  the  enemy,  in  whose  power,  by  the  events  of  war, 
they  may  happen  to  fall;  but  if  anything  is  necessary  to  be  taken 
from  them  for  the  use  of  such  armed  force,  the  same  shall  be  paid 
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for  at  a  reasonable  price.  All  merchants  or  traders,  with  their 
unarmed  vessels  employed  in  commerce,  exchanging  the  products  of 
different  places,  and  thereby  rendering  the  necessaries,  conveniences, 
and  comforts  of  human  life  more  easy  to  obtain,  and  more  general, 
shall  be  allowed  to  pass  freely  unmolested.  And  neither  of  the 
Powers  parties  to  this  treaty  shall  grant  or  issue  any  commission  to 
any  private  armed  vessel  empowering  them  to  take  or  destroy  such 
trading  ships  or  interrupt  such  commerce. 

Article  XII.  And  in  case  either  of  the  contracting  parties  shall 
happen  to  be  engaged  in  war  with  any  other  nation,  it  is  further 
agreed,  in  order  to  prevent  all  the  difficulties  and  misunderstandings 
that  usually  arise  respecting  the  merchandise  heretofore  called  con- 
traband, such  as  arms,  ammunition,  and  military  stores  of  all  kinds, 
that  no  such  articles  carrying  by  the  ships  or  subjects  of  one  of  the 
parties  to  the  enemies  of  the  other,  shall,  on  any  account,  be  deemed 
contraband,  so  as  to  induce  confiscation  and  a  loss  of  property  to 
individuals ;  nevertheless  it  shall  be  lawful  to  stop  such  ships  and 
detain  them  for  such  length  of  time  as  the  captors  may  think  neces- 
sary to  prevent  the  inconvenience  of  damage  that  might  ensue  from 
their  proceeding  on  their  voyage,  paying,  however,  a  reasonable 
compensation  for  the  loss  such  arrest  shall  occasion  to  the  proprie- 
tors. And  it  shall  further  be  allowed  to  use  in  the  service  of  the 
captors  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  military  stores  so  detained, 
paying  to  the  owners  the  full  value  of  the  same,  to  be  ascertained 
by  the  current  price  at  the  place  of  its  destination. 

Article  XIII.  The  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  may  take  and  hold  real  estates  in  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  or  any  other  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  and  dispose 
by  testament,  donation,  or  otherwise  of  their  property,  real  or  per- 
sonal, in  favor  of  such  persons  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit :  and  their 
heirs,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  residing  in  the 
British  dominions  or  elsewhere,  may  succeed  them,  ah  intestato, 
without  being  obliged  to  obtain  letters  of  naturalization. 

The  subjects  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall  enjoy  on  their  part, 
in  all  the  dominions  of  the  said  United  States,  an  entire  and  perfect 
reciprocity  relative  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the  present 
article. 

Article  XIV.  His  Majesty  consents  that  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  may  cut  logwood  as  heretofore  in  the  district  allotted 
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to  his  subjects  by  the  treaty  with  Spain,  on  condition  that  they  bring 
or  send  the  said  logwood  to  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  and  to  no  other 
part  of  Europe. 

Article  XV.  All  the  lakes,  rivers,  and  waters  divided  by  the 
boundary  line  or  lines  between  his  Britannic  Majesty's  territories 
and  those  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  rivers  mentioned  in 
article  ,  shall  be  freely  used  and  navigated  by  the  subjects  and 

citizens  of  his  said  Majesty  and  of  the  said  States,  in  common  over 
the  whole  extent  or  breadth  of  the  said  lakes,  rivers,  and  waters. 
And  all  the  carrying  places,  on  which  side  soever  situated  of  the 
said  dividing  waters,  or  between  the  said  rivers  and  the  waters  or 
territories  of  either  of  the  parties,  may  and  shall  be  freely  used  by 
the  traders  of  both,  without  any  restraint,  demand  of  duties,  or  tax, 
or  any  imposition  whatsoever,  except  such  as  inhabitants  of  the 
country  may  be  subject  to. 

Article  XVI.  That  in  all  places  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
or  either  of  them,  in  the  country  adjoining  to  the  water  line  of 
division,  and  which,  during  the  war,  were  in  his  Majesty's  posses- 
sion, all  persons  at  present  resident,  or  having  possessions  or  occu- 
pations as  merchants  or  otherwise,  may  remain  in  the  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  all  civil  rights,  and  in  pursuit  of  their  occupations, 
unless  they  shall  within  seven  years  from  the  date  hereof  receive 
notice  from  Congress  or  the  State  to  which  any  such  place  may 
appertain  to  remove,  and  that  upon  any  such  notice  of  removal,  a 
term  of  two  years  shall  be  allowed  for  selling  or  withdrawing  their 
effects  and  settling  their  affairs. 

Article  XVII.  It  is  further  agreed  that  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
forces,  not  exceeding  in  number,  may  continue 

in  the  posts  now  occupied  by  them,  contiguous  to  the  water  line, 
tintil  Congress  shall  give  them  notice  to  evacuate  the  said  posts,  and 
American  garrisons  shall  arrive  at  said  posts  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  lives,  property,  and  peace  of  any  persons  settled  in  that 
country,  against  the  invasion  or  ravages  of  the  neighboring  Indian 
nations,  who  may  be  suspected  of  retaining  resentments  in  conse- 
quence of  the  late  war. 

Article  XVIII.  It  is  further  agreed  that  his  Britannic  Majesty 
shall  cause  to  be  evacuated  the  ports  of  ]\ew  York,  Penobscot,  and 
their  dependencies,  with  all  other  posts  and  places  in  possession  of 
his  Majesties  arms  within  the  United  States,  in  three  months  after 
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the  signing  of  this  treaty,  or  sooner,  if  possible,  excepting  those 
posts  contiguous  to  the  water  line  abovementioned,  which  are  to  be 
evacuated  on  notice  as  specified  in  Article  XVII. 

Article  XIX.  It  is  agreed  that  all  vessels  which  shall  have  been 
taken  by  either  party  from  the  other,  after  the  term  of  twelve  days 
within  the  Channel  or  the  North  Seas,  or  after  the  term  of  one 
month  any  where  to  the  northward  of  the  latitude  of  the  Canaries 
inclusively,  or  after  the  term  of  two  months  between  the  latitude  of 
the  Canaries  and  the  Equinoctial  line,  or  after  the  term  of  five 
months  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  (all  which  said  terms  are 
to  be  computed  from  the  third  day  of  February  last,)  shall  be 
restored. 

His  said  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  said  United  States  promise  to 
observe,  sincerely  and  bona  fide,  all  the  articles  contained  and 
settled  in  the  present  treaty,  and  they  will  not  suffer  the  same  to 
be  infringed,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  their  respective  subjects  and 
citizens. 

The  solemn  ratifications  of  the  present  treaty,  expedited  in  good 
and  due  form,  shall  be  exchanged  in  the  city  of  London  or  Phila- 
delpliia  between  the  contracting  parties,  in  the  space  of  months, 

or  sooner,  if  possible,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  the  signature 
of  the  present  treaty. 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  underwritten,  their  Ministers  Plenipo- 
tentiary, have  signed  with  our  hands,  in  their  name,  and  in  virtue  of 
our  full  powers,  the  present  definitive  treaty,  and  have  caused  the 
seal  of  our  arms  to  be  put  thereto. 

Done  at  ,  the  day  of  ,  1783. 


RATIFICATION  OF  THE  PROVISIONAL  ARTICLES  BY  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

George  R. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Duke  of  Brunswick  and 
Lunenburg,  Arch  Treasurer,  and  Prince  Elector  of  the  Holy  Roman 
Empire,  &;c. 

Whereas  provisional  articles  between  us  and  our  good  friends,  the 
United  States  of  America,  viz.,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay, 
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Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  were  concluded  and  signed 
at  Paris,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-two,  by  the  Commissioners  of  us  and  our  said 
good  friends,  duly  and  respectively  authorised  for  that  purpose; 
which  Provisional  Articles  are  in  the  form  and  words  following: 
[Here  follows  the  treaty.     See  pages  466  to  471.] 

We  having  seen  and  considered  the  Provisional  Articles  aforesaid, 
have  approved,  ratified,  accepted,  and  confirmed  the  same  in  all  and 
every  one  of  their  clauses  and  provisos,  as  we  do  by  these  presents 
approve,  ratify,  accept,  and  confirm  them,  for  ourself,  our  heirs,  and 
successors ;  engaging  and  promising  upon  our  royal  word,  that  we 
will  sincerely  and  faithfully  perform  and  observe  all  and  singular  the 
things  which  are  contained  in  the  aforesaid  provisional  articles,  and 
that  we  will  never  suffer  them  to  be  violated  by  any  one,  or  trans- 
gressed in  any  manner,  as  far  as  it  lies  in  our  power.  For  the  greater 
testimony  and  validity  of  all  which,  we  have  caused  our  great  seal 
of  Great  Britain  to  be  affixed  to  these  presents,  which  we  have  signed 
with  our  royal  hand. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James,  the  sixth  day  of  August,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  in  the  twenty-third  year 
of  our  reign.  GEORGE  R. 


An  Act  of  the  British  Parliament,  rejjealing  certain  acts  prohibiting 
intercourse  with  the  United  States. 

An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  two  acts,  made  in  the  sixteenth  and 
seventeenth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  as  prohibits 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  United  States  of  America. 

Whereas,  it  is  highly  expedient  that  the  intercourse  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America  should  be  immediately 
opened ;  be  it  therefore  enacted  and  declared  by  the  King's  Most 
Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  and  Commons,  in  the  present  Parliament 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  an  act  passed  in 
the  sixteenth  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
prohibit  all  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Colonies  of  New  Hamp- 
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shire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
during  the  continuance  of  present  rebellion  within  the  said  Colonies 
respectively,  for  repealing  an  act  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  to  discontinue  the  lading  and  discharg- 
ing, lading  or  shipping  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  at  the  town 
and  within  the  harbor  of  Boston,  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay;  and  also  two  acts  made  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  for 
restraining  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  Colonies  in  the  said 
acts  respectively  mentioned  ;  and  to  enable  any  person  or  persons, 
appointed  and  authorised  by  his  Majesty  to  grant  pardons,  to  issue 
proclamations  in  the  cases  and  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;" 
and  also  an  act  passed  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign, 
entitled  "  An  Act  for  enabling  the  Commissioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain  to  grant  commissions 
to  the  commanders  of  private  ships,  and  vessels  employed  in  trade, 
or  retained  in  his  Majesty's  service,  to  take  and  make  prize  of  all 
such  ships  and  vessels,  and  their  cargoes,  as  are  therein  mentioned, 
for  a  limited  time  ;"  so  far  as  the  said  acts,  or  either  of  them,  may 
extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  prohibit  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  territories  now  composing  the  said  United  States  of  America, 
or  to  authorise  any  hostilities  against  the  persons  or  properties  of  the 
subjects  and  citizens  of  the  said  United  States,  after  the  respective 
periods  set  forth  in  his  Majesty's  proclamation  for  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
bearing  date  the  fourteenth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-three,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  henceforth 
repealed. 

Anno  vicesimo  tertio  Georgii  III.,  Regis ;  cap.  26. 


DAVID  HARTLEY  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Paris,  August  29th,  1783. 

Gentlemen, 
As  the  day  is  now  fixed  for  the  signatures  of  the  definitive  treaties 
between  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  I  beg  leave  to  inform 
your   Excellencies  that  I  am  ready  to  sign   the  definitive  treaty 
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between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America  whenever 
it  shall  be  convenient  to  you.  I  beg  the  favor,  therefore,  of  you  to 
fix  the  day.  My  instructions  confine  me  to  Paris  as  the  pMce 
appointed  to  me  for  the  exercise  of  my  functions ;  and,  therefore, 
whatever  day  you  may  fix  upon  for  the  signature,  I  shall  hope  to 
receive  the  honor  of  your  company  at  the  Hotel  de  York. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  yours,  he, 

DAVID  HARTLEY. 


TO  DAVID  HARTLEY. 

Passy,  August  30th,  1783. 

The  American  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  for  making  peace  with 
Great  Britain  present  their  compliments  to  Mr.  Hartley.  They 
regret  that  Mr.  Hartley's  instructions  will  not  permit  him  to  sign  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace  with  America  at  the  place  appointed  for 
the  signature  of  the  others.  They  will,  nevertheless,  have  the 
honor  of  waiting  upon  Mr.  Hartley  at  his  lodgings  at  Paris,  for  the 
purpose  of  signing  the  treaty  in  question,  on  Wednesday  morning  at 
eight  o'clock. 

DAVID  HARTLEY  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Paris,  September  4th,  1783. 
Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  the  sincerest  pleasure  that  I  congratulate  you  on  the 
happy  event  which  took  place  yesterday,  viz.,  the  signature  of  the 
definitive  treaty  between  our  two  countries.  I  considered  it  as  the 
auspicious  presage  of  returning  confidence,  and  of  the  future  inter- 
course of  all  good  offices  between  us.  I  doubt  not  that  our  two 
countries  will  entertain  the  same  sentiments,  and  that  they  will 
behold  with  satisfaction  the  period  which  terminates  the  memory  of 
their  late  unhappy  dissensions,  and  which  leads  to  the  renewal  of 
all  the  ancient  ties  of  amity  and  peace.  I  can  assure  you  that  his 
Britannic  Majesty  and  his  confidential  servants  entertain  the  strongest 
desire  of  a  cordial  good  understanding  with  the  United  States  of 
America.  And  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  on  our  parts  to  perfect 
the  great  work  of  pacification,  I  shall  propose  to  you,  in  a  very  short 
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time,  to  renew  the  discussion  of  those  points  of  amity  and  inter- 
course which  have  been  lately  suspended,  to  make  way  for  the 
signature  of  the  treaties  between  all  the  late  belligerent  Powers, 
which  took  place  yesterday. 

We  have  now  the  fairest  prospects  before  us,  and  an  unembar- 
rassed field  for  the  exercise  of  every  beneficent  disposition,  and  for 
the  accomplishment  of  every  object  of  reciprocal  advantage  between 
us.  Let  us,  then,  join  our  hearts  and  hands  together  in  one  common 
cause  for  the  reunion  of  all  our  ancient  affections  and  common 
interests.* 

I  am,  gentlemen,  he,  DAVID  HARTLEY. 


B.  FRANKLIN  TO  CHARLES  TOX. 

Passy,  September  5th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  received  in  its  time  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to 
me  by  Mr.  Hartley ;  and  I  cannot  let  him  depart  without  express- 
ing my  satisfaction  in  his  conduct  towards  us,  and  applauding  the 
prudence  of  that  choice  which  sent  us  a  man  possessed  of  such  a 
spirit  of  conciliation,  and  of  all  that  frankness,  sincerity,  and  candor, 
which  naturally  produce  confidence,  and  thereby  facilitate  the  most 
difficult  negociations.  Our  countries  are  now  happily  at  peace,  on 
which  I  congratulate  you  most  cordially  ;  and  I  beg  you  to  be 
assured  that  as  long  as  I  have  any  concern  in  public  affairs,  I  shall 
readily  and  heartily  concur  with  you  in  promoting  every  measure 
that  may  tend  to  promote  the  common  felicity. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  he.,  g^  FRANKLIN. 


TO  DAVID  HARTLEY. 

Passy,  September  5th,  1783. 

Sir, 
We  have  received  the  letter  you  did  us  the  honor  to  write  yester- 
day. 

*As  the  definitive  treaty  was  an  exact  copy  of  the  provisional  articles,  (see  above, 
p.  466,)  it  is  here  omitted. 
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Your  friendly  congratulations  on  the  signature  of  the  definitive 
treaty  meet  with  cordial  returns  on  our  part ;  and  we  sincerely 
rejoice  with  you  on  that  event,  by  which  the  Ruler  of  nations  has 
been  graciously  pleased  to  give  peace  to  our  two  countries. 

We  are  no  less  ready  to  join  our  endeavors  than  our  wishes  with 
yours,  to  concert  such  measures  for  regulating  the  future  intercourse 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  as,  by  being  consistent 
with  the  honor  and  interests  of  both,  may  tend  to  increase  and 
perpetuate  mutual  confidence  and  good  will. 

We  ought,  nevertheless,  to  apprize  you  that  as  no  construction  of 
our  commission  could  at  any  period  extend  it,  unless  by  implication, 
to  several  of  the  proposed  stipulations ;  and  as  our  instructions 
respecting  commercial  provisions,  however  explicit,  suppose  their 
being  incorporated  in  the  definitive  treaty,  a  recurrence  to  Congress 
previous  to  the  signature  of  them  will  be  necessary,  unless  obviated 
by  the  despatches  we  may  sooner  receive  from  them. 

We  shall  immediately  write  to  them  on  the  subject,  and  we  are 
persuaded  that  the  same  disposition  to  confidence  and  friendship, 
which  has  induced  them  already  to  give  unrestrained  course  to 
British  commerce  and  unconditionally  to  liberate  all  prisoners  at  a 
time  when  more  caution  would  not  have  appeared  singular,  will  also 
urge  their  attention  to  the  objects  in  question,  and  lead  them  to  every 
proper  measure  for  promoting  a  liberal  and  satisfactory  intercourse 
between  the  two  countries. 

We  have  communicated  to  Congress  the  repeated  friendly  assur- 
ances with  which  you  have  officially  honored  us  on  these  subjects, 
and  we  are  persuaded  that  the  period  of  their  being  realized  will 
have  an  auspicious  and  conciliating  influence  on  all  the  parties  in 
the  late  unhappy  dissensions. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  JOHN  ADAMS, 

B.  FRANKLIN, 

JOHN  JAY. 
o 

TO  DAVID  HARTLEY. 

Passy,  September  7th,  1783. 

Su-, 
We  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith  enclosed  an  extract 
of  a  resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  1st  of  May  last,  which  we  have 
just  received. 
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You  will  perceive  from  it  that  we  may  daily  expect  a  commission 
in  due  form,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  it;  and  we  assure  you  of 
our  readiness  to  enter  upon  the  business  whenever  you  may  think 


We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 


JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
JOHN  JAY. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Passy,  September  10th,  1783. 
Sir, 

On  the  3d  instant  definitive  treaties  of  peace  were  concluded 
between  all  the  late  belligerent  Powers,  except  the  Dutch,  who  the 
day  before  settled  and  signed  preliminary  articles  of  peace  with 
Britain. 

We  most  sincerely  and  cordially  congratulate  Congress  and  our 
country  in  general  on  this  happy  event;  and  we  hope  that  the 
same  kind  providence  which  has  led  us  through  a  rigorous  war  to 
an  honorable  peace,  will  enable  us  to  make  a  wise  and  moderate 
use  of  that  inestimable  blessing. 

We  have  communicated  a  duplicate  original  of  the  treaty  to  the 
care  of  Mr.  Thaxter,  who  will  go  immediately  to  L'Orient,  whence 
he  will  sail  in  the  French  packet  to  New  York.  That  gentleman 
left  America  with  Mr.  Adams  as  his  private  Secretary,  and  his 
conduct  having  been  perfectly  satisfactory  to  that  Minister,  we^  join 
in  recommending  him  to  the  attention  of  Congress.  We  have 
ordered  Mr.  Grand  to  pay  him  one  hundred  and  thirty  louis  d'ors, 
on  account  of  the  reasonable  expenses  to  be  incurred  by  his  missioft 


*  In  Congress,  May  1st,  1783.  On  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
a  letter  of  February  5th,  from  the  Honorable  John  Adams, 

"  Ordered,  That  a  commission  be  prepared  to  Messrs.  John  Adarns,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  and  John  Jay,  authorising  them,  or  either  of  them  in  the  absence  of  the 
others,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  Great  Britain,  subject  to  the  revisal  of  the  contracting  parties,  previous  to  its 
final  conclusion,  and  in  the  meantime  to  enter  into  a  commercial  convention,  to 
continue  in  force  one  year. 

"That  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  lay  before  Congress,  without  delay,  a 
plan  of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  and  instructions  relative  to  the  same,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  said  Commissioners." 
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to  Congress,  and  his  journey  from  thence  to  his  family  at  Hingham, 
in  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  For  the  disposition  of  the  money  he  is 
to  account.  The  definitive  treaty  heing  in  the  terms  of  the  provis- 
ional articles,  and  not  comprehending  any  of  the  objects  of  our 
subsequent  negociations,  it  is  proper  that  we  give  a  summary  account 
of  them. 

When  Mr.  Hartley  arrived  here,  he  brought  with  him  only  a  set 
of  instructions,  signed  by  the  King.  We  objected  to  proceeding 
with  him  until  he  should  have  a  commission  in  form.  This  occa- 
sioned some  delay.  A  proper  commission  was,  however,  transmitted 
to  him,  a  copy  of  which  was  shortly  after  sent  to  Mr.  Livingston. 

We  having  been  instructed  to  obtain,  if  possible,  an  article  for  a 
direct  trade  to  the  West  Indies,  made  to  Mr.  Hartley  the  proposition 
No.  1.* 

He  approved  of  it  greatly,  and  recommended  it  to  his  Court,  but 
they  declined  assenting  to  it. 

Mr.  Hartley  then  made  us  the  proposition  No.  2  ;t  but  being 
asked  whether  he  was  authorised  to  sign  it,  in  case  we  agreed  to  it, 
he  answered  in  the  negative.  We,  therefore,  thought  it  improper  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  it,  until  after  he  should  have  obtained 
the  consent  of  his  Court  to  it.  We  also  desire  to  be  informed 
whether  his  Court  would,  or  would  not  comprehend  Ireland  in  their 
stipulations  with  us. 

The  British  Cabinet  would  not  adopt  Mr.  Hartley's  propositions, 
but  their  letters  to  him  were  calculated  to  inspire  us  with  expecta- 
tions, that  as  nothing  but  particular  local  circumstances,  which  would 
probably  not  be  of  long  duration,  restrained  them  from  preferring 
the  most  liberal  system  of  commerce  with  us,  the  Ministry  would 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  gratifying  their  own  wishes,  as  well 
as  ours,  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Hartley  then  made  us  the  propositions  No.  3.|  At  this  time, 
we  were  informed  that  letters  for  us  had  arrived  in  France  from 
Philadelphia;  we  expected  to  receive  instructions  in  them,  and  told 
Mr.  Hartley  that  this  expectation  induced  us  to  postpone  giving  him 
an  answer  for  a  few  days. 


*  See  Mr.  Adams's  proposed  agreement,  above,  p.  496. 
t  See  Mr.  Hartley's  proposed  agreement,  p.  498. 
JAbove,  p.  518. 
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The  vessel  by  which  we  expected  these  letters  it  seems  had  not 
brought  any  for  us.  But  at  tliat  time  information  arrived  from 
America  that  our  ports  were  all  opened  to  British  vessels.  Mr. 
Hartley  thereupon  did  not  think  himself  at  liberty  to  proceed  until 
after  he  should  communicate  that  intelligence  to  his  Court  and 
receive  their  further  instructions. 

Those  further  instructions  never  came  ;  and  thus  our  endeavors  as 
to  commercial  regulations  proved  fruitless.  We  had  many  confer- 
ences, and  received  long  memorials  from  Mr.  Hartley  on  the  subject ; 
but  his  zeal  for  systems  friendly  to  us,  constantly  exceeded  his 
authority  to  conceit  and  agree  to  them. 

During  the  long  interval  of  his  expecting  instructions,  for  his 
expectations  were  permitted  to  exist  almost  to  the  last,  we  proceeded 
to  make  and  receive  propositions  for  perfecting  the  definitive  treaty. 
Details  of  all  the  amendments,  alterations,  objections,  expectations, 
he,  which  occurred  in  the  course  of  these  discussions,  would  be 
voluminous.  We  finally  agreed  that  he  should  send  to  his  Court 
the  project  or  draft  of  a  treaty.  No.  4.*  He  did  so,  but  after  much 
time,  and  when  pressed  by  France,  who  insisted  that  we  should  all 
conclude  together,  he  was  instructed  to  sign  a  definitive  treaty  in  the 
terms  of  the  provisional  articles. 

Whether  the  British  Court  meant  to  avoid  a  definitive  treaty  with 
us,  through  a  vain  hope,  from  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  divisions 
among  our  people,  and  want  of  authority  in  Congress,  that  some 
revolution  might  soon  happen  in  their  favor ;  or  whether  their  dilatory 
conduct  was  caused  by  the  strife  of  the  two  opposite  and  nearly 
equal  parties  in  the  Cabinet,  is  hard  to  decide. 

Your  Excellency  will  observe  that  the  treaty  was  signed  at  Paris, 
and  not  at  Versailles.  Mr.  Hartley's  letter  of  August  29th,  and  our 
answer,  will  explain  this.  His  objections,  and,  indeed,  our  proceed- 
ings in  general,  were  communicated  to  the  French  Minister,  who 
was  content  that  we  should  acquiesce,  but  desired  that  we  would 
appoint  the  signing  early  in  the  morning,  and  give  him  an  account 
of  it  at  Versailles  by  express,  for  that  he  would  not  proceed  to  sign 
on  the  part  of  France,  till  he  was  sure  that  our  business  was  done. 

The  day  after  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  Mr.  Hartley  wrote  us  a 
congratulatory  letter,  to  which  we  replied. 


See  above,  p.  526. 
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He  has  t;one  to  England,  and  expects  soon  to  return,  which  for 
our  parts  we  think  uncertain.  We  have  taken  care  to  speak  to  him 
in  strong  terms  on  the  subject  of  the  evacuation  of  INew  York,  and 
the  other  important  subjects  proper  to  be  raeniioned  to  him.  We 
think  we  may  rely  on  his  doing  every  thing  in  his  power  to  influence 
his  Court  to  do  what  they  ought  to  do ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
they  have  as  yet  formed  any  settled  system  for  their  conduct  relative 
to  the  United  States.  We  cannot  but  think  that  the  late  and  present 
aspect  of  affairs  in  America  has  had,  and  continues  to  have,  an 
unfavorable  influence,  not  only  in  Britain,  but  throughout  Europe. 

In  whatever  light  the  article  respecting  the  Tol'ies  may  be  viewed 
in  America,  it  is  considered  in  Europe  as  very  humiliating  to  Britain, 
and  therefore  as  being  one  which  we  ought  in  honor  to  perform  and 
fulfil  with  the  most  scrupulous  regard  to  good  faith,  and  in  a  manner 
least  offensive  to  the  feelings  of  the  King  and  Court  of  Great  Britain, 
who  upon  that  point  are  extremely  tender. 

The  unseasonable  and  unnecessary  resolves  of  various  towns  on 
this  subject,  the  actual  expulsion  of  Tories  from  some  places,  and 
the  avowed  implacability  of  almost  all  who  have  published  their 
sentiments  about  the  matter,  are  circumstances  which  are  construed, 
not  only  to  the  prejudice  of  our  national  magnanimity  and  good 
faith,  but  also  to  the  prejudice  of  our  governments. 

Popular  committees  are  considered  here,  as  with  us,  in  the  light  of 
substitutes  to  constitutional  government,  and  as  being  only  necessary 
in  the  interval  between  the  removal  of  the  former  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  present. 

The  constitutions  of  the  different  States  have  been  translated  and 
published,  and  pains  have  been  taken  to  lead  Europe  to  believe  that 
the  American  States  not  only  made  their  own  laws,  but  obeyed  them. 
But  the  continuance  of  popular  assemblies,  convened  expressly  to 
deliberate  on  matters  proper  only  for  the  cognizance  of  the  different 
Legislatures  and  officers  of  Government,  and  their  proceeding  not 
only  to  ordain,  but  to  enforce  their  resolutions,  has  exceedingly 
lessened  the  dignity  of  the  States  in  the  eyes  of  these  nations. 

To  this  we  may  also  add,  that  the  situation  of  the  army,  the 
reluctance  of  the  people  to  pay  taxes,  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  Congress  removed  from  Philadelphia,  have  diminished  the 
admiration  in  which  the  people  of  America  were  held  among  the 
nations  of  Europe,  and  soniewhat  abated  their  ardor  for  forming 
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connexions  with  us  before  our  affairs  acquire  a   greater  degree  of 
order  and  consistence. 

Permit  us  to  observe  tbat,  in  our  opinion,  the  recommendation  of 
Congress,  promised  in  the  fifth  article,  should  immediately  be  made 
in  the  terms  of  it,  and  published,  and  that  the  States  should  be 
requested  to  take  it  into  consideration  as  soon  as  the  evacuation  by 
the  enemy  shall  be  completed.  It  is  also  much  to  be  wished  that 
the  Legislatures  may  not  involve  all  the  Tories  in  banishment  and 
ruin,  but  that  such  discrimination  may  be  made  as  to  entitle  the 
decisions  to  the  approbation  of  disinterested  men  and  dispassionate 
posterity. 

On  the  7th  instant  we  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 
16th  of  June  last,  covering  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of 
May,  directing  a  commission  to  us  for  making  a  treaty  of  commerce^ 
&£c.,  with  Great  Britain.  This  intelligence  arrived  very  opportunely 
to  prevent  the  anti-American  party  in  England  from  ascribing  any 
delays  on  our  part  to  motives  of  resentment  to  that  country.  Great 
Britain  will  send  a  Minister  to  Congress  as  soon  as  Congress  shall 
send  a  Minister  to  Britain,  and  we  think  much  good  might  result 
from  that  measure. 

The  information  of  M.  Dumas  that  we  encouraged  the  idea  of 
entering  into  engagements  with  the  Dutch  to  defend  the  freedom  of 
trade  was  not  well  founded.  Our  sentiments  on  that  subject  exactly 
correspond  with  those  of  Congress ;  nor  did  we  even  think  or 
pretend  that  we  had  authority  to  adopt  any  such  measures. 

We  have  reason  to  think  that  the  Emperor  and  Russia,  and  other 
commercial  nations,  are  ready  to  make  treaties  of  commerce  with 
the  United  States.  Perhaps  it  might  not  be  improper  for  Congress 
to  direct  that  their  disposition  on  the  subject  be  communicated  to 
those  Courts,  and  thereby  prepare  the  way  for  such  treaties. 

The  Emperor  of  Morocco  has  manifested  a  very  friendly  disposi- 
tion towards  us.  He  expects  and  is  ready  to  receive  a  Minister 
from  us  ;  and  as  he  may  either  change  his  mind  or  may  be  succeeded 
by  a  Prince  differently  disposed,  a  treaty  with  him  may  be  of 
importance.  Our  trade  to  the  Mediterranean  will  not  be  inconsid- 
erable, and  the  friendship  of  Morocco,  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli 
may  become  very  interesting  in  case  the  Russians  should  succeed  in 
their  endeavors  to  navigate  freely  into  it  by  Constantinople. 

Much,  we  think,  will  depend  on  the  success  of  our  negociations 
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with  England.  If  she  should  be  prevailed  upon  to  agree  to  a  liberal 
system  of  commerce,  France,  and  perhaps  some  other  nations,  will 
follow  her  example ;  but  if  she  should  prefer  an  exclusive,  monopo- 
lizing plan,  it  is  probable  that  her  neighbors  will  continue  to  adhere 
to  their  favorite  restrictions. 

Were  it  certain  that  the  United  States  could  be  brought  to  act  as 
a  nation,  and  would  jointly  and  fairly  conduct  their  commerce  on 
principles  of  exact  reciprocity  with  all  nations,  we  think  it  probable 
that  Britain  would  make  extensive  concessions.  But,  on  the  contrary, 
while  the  prospect  of  disunion  in  our  councils,  or  want  of  power 
and  energy  in  our  executive  departments  exist,  they  will  not  be 
apprehensive  of  retaliation,  and  consequently  lose  their  principal 
motive  to  liberty.  Unless,  with  respect  to  all  foreign  nations  and 
transactions,  we  uniformly  act  as  an  entire  united  nation,  faithfully 
executing  and  obeying  the  constitutional  acts  of  Congress  on  those 
subjects,  we  shall  soon  find  ourselves  in  the  situation  in  which  all 
Europe  wishes  to  see  us,  viz.,  as  unimportant  consumers  of  her 
manufactures  and  productions,  and  as  useful  laborers  to  furnish  her 
with  raw  materials. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  Congress  that  we  shall  apply  our  best 
endeavors  to  execute  this  new  commission  to  their  satisfaction,  and 
shall  punctually  obey  such  instructions  as  they  may  be  pleased  to 
give  us  relative  to  it.  Unless  Congress  have  nominated  a  Secretary 
to  that  commission,  we  shall  consider  ourselves  at  liberty  to  appoint 
one  ;  and  as  we  are  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Franklin,  the 
Secretary  to  our  late  commission,  we  propose  to  appoint  him,  leaving 
it  to  Congress  to  make  such  compensation  for  his  services  as  they 
may  judge  proper. 

Count  de  Vergennes  communicated  to  us  a  proposition,  viz.,  here- 
with enclosed,*  for  explaining  2d  and  3d  articles  of  our  treaty  with 
France  in  a  manner  different  from  the  sense  in  which  we  understand 
them.  This  being  a  matter  in  which  we  have  no  right  to  interfere, 
we  have  not  expressed  any  opinion  about  it  to  the  Court. 

With  great  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  F^xcellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servants,  JOHN  ADAMS 

B.  FRANKLIJN, 
JOHN  JAY. 

*See  above,  p.  493. 
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FROM  CONGRESS  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

October  29lh,  1783. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 
To  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  Court 

of  Versailles,  empowered  to  negociate  a  peace,  or  to  any  one  or 

more  of  them  : 

1st.  You  are  instructed  and  authorised  to  announce  to  his  Imperial 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  or  to  his  Ministers,  the  high  sense 
which  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  entertain  of  his 
exalted  character  and  eminent  virtues,  and  their  earnest  desire  to 
cultivate  his  friendship,  and  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  subjects  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  and  the  citizens  of  these  United  States. 

2dly.  You  are  instructed  to  meet  the  advances  and  encourage  the 
disposition  of  the  other  commercial  Powers  in  Europe  for  entering 
into  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce  with  these  United  States.  In 
negociations  on  this  subject  you  will  lay  it  down  as  a  principle  in  no 
case  to  be  deviated  from,  that  they  shall  respectively  have  for  their 
basis  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  contracting  parties  on  terms  of  the 
most  perfect  equality  and  reciprocity,  and  not  to  be  repugnant  to  any 
of  the  treaties  already  entered  into  by  the  United  States  with  France 
and  other  foreign  Powers.  That  such  treaties  shall,  in  the  first 
instance,  be  proposed  for  a  term  not  exceeding  fifteen  years,  and 
shall  not  be  finally  conclusive  until  they  shall  respectively  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  for  their 
examination  and  final  direction  ;  and  that,  with  the  drafts  or  proposi- 
tions for  such  treaties,  shall  be  transmitted  all  the  information  which 
shall  come  within  the  knowledge  of  the  said  Ministers  respecting  the 
same ;  and  their  observations  after  the  most  mature  inquiry  on  the 
probable  advantages  or  disadvantages  and  effects  of  such  treaties 
respectively. 

3dly.  You  are  instructed  to  continue  to  press  upon  the  Ministers 
of  his  Danish  Majesty  the  justice  of  causing  satisfaction  to  be  made 
for  the  value  of  the  ships  and  goods  captured  by  the  Alliance  frigate 
and  sent  into  Bergen,  and  how  essentially  it  concerns  the  honor  of 
the  United  States  that  their  gallant  citizens  should  not  be  deprived 
of  any  part  of  those  prizes  which  they  had  so  justly  acquired  by 
Vol.  v.— 35 


546  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  PEACE. 

their  valor.  That  as  far  as  Congress  have  been  informed,  the 
estimate  of  those  prizes  at  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling  is  not 
immoderate;  that  no  more,  however,  is  desired  than  their  true  value, 
after  every  deduction  which  shall  be  thought  equitable.  That 
Congress  have  a  sincere  disposition  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  his 
Danish  Majesty,  and  to  promote  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
his  subjects  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  on  terms  which 
shall  promise  mutual  advantage  to  both  nations.  That  it  is,  there- 
fore, the  wish  of  Congress  that  this  claim  should  be  still  referred  to 
the  equitable  disposition  of  his  Danish  Majesty,  in  full  confidence 
that  the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  parties  interested  will  be  fully 
answered  ;  accordingly  you  are  fully  authorised  and  directed,  after 
exerting  your  best  endeavors  to  enforce  the  said  claim  to  the  extent 
it  shall  appear  to  you  to  be  well  founded,  to  make  abatements  if 
necessary,  and  ultimately  to  accept  such  compensation  as  his  Danish 
Majesty  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  grant. 

4thly.  You  are  further  instructed,  to  inquire  and  report  to  Con- 
gress the  reasons  why  the  expedition  of  the  Alliance  and  Bon 
Homme  Richard,  and  the  squadron  which  accompanied  them,  was 
carried  on  at  the  expense  and  on  account  of  the  Court  of  France  ; 
whether  any  part  of  the  profit  arising  therefrom  accrued  to  the 
United  States  ;  or  any  of  the  expense  thereof  has  been  placed  to 
their  account;  whether  the  proceeds  of  any  of  the  prizes  taken  in 
that  expedition,  and  which  is  due  to  the  American  officers  and  sea- 
men employed  therein,  is  deposited  in  Europe ;  and  v/hat  amount, 
where,  and  in  whose  hands. 

Sthly.  The  acquisition  of  support  to  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  having  been  the  primary  object  of  the  instructions  to 
our  Ministers  respecting  the  convention  of  the  neutral  m.aritime 
Powers  for  maintaining  the  freedom  of  commerce,  you  will  observe 
that  the  necessity  of  such  support  is  superseded  by  the  treaties  lately 
entered  into  for  restoring  peace.  And  although  Congress  approve 
of  the  principles  of  that  convention,  as  it  was  founded  on  the  liberal 
basis  of  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  neutral  nations,  and  of  the 
privileges  of  commerce,  yet  they  are  unwilling  at  this  juncture  to 
become  a  party  to  a  confederacy  which  may  hereafter  too  far  com- 
plicate the  interests  of  the  United  States  with  the  politics  of  Europe  ; 
and,  therefore,  if  such  a  progress  is  not  already  made  in  this  business 
as  may  render  it  dishonorable  to  recede,  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress 
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and  their  instruction  to  each  of  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  at 
the  respective  Courts  in  Europe,  that  no  further  measures  be  taken 
at  present  towards  the  admission  of  the  United  States  into  that 
confederacy. 

6thly.  The  Ministers  of  these  States  for  negociating  a  peace  with 
Great  Britain  are  hereby  instructed,  authorised  and  directed,  to  urge 
forward  the  definitive  treaty  to  a  speedy  conclusion  ;  and  unless  there 
shall  be  an  immediate  prospect  of  obtaining  articles  or  explanations 
beneficial  to  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  the  provisional  articles, 
that  they  shall  agree  to  adopt  the  provisional  articles  as  the  sub- 
stance of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace. 

7thly.  The  Minister  or  Ministers  of  these  United  States  for  nego- 
ciating  a  peace  are  hereby  instructed  to  negociate  an  explanation  of 
the  following  paragraph  of  the  declaration  acceded  to  by  them  on 
the  20th  of  January,  1783,.  relative  to  captures,  viz  :  "  that  the  term 
should  be  one  month  from  the  Channel  and  North  sea  as  far  as  the 
Canary  Islands,  inclusively,  whether  in  the  ocean  or  the  ?.lediterra- 
nean." 

Stilly.  Mv.  Jay  is  hereby  authorised  to  direct  iMr.  Carmichael  to 
repair  to  Paris,  should  Mr.  Jay  be  of  opinion  that  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  at  the  Court  of  Madrid  may  not  be  injured  by  Mr, 
Carmichael's  absence ;  and  that  Mr.  Carmichael  carry  with  him  the 
books  and  vouchers  necessary  to  make  a  final  and  complete  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  public  moneys  which  have  passed  through 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Jay  and  himself;  and  that  Mr.  Barclay  attend  Mr. 
Jay  and  Mr.  Carmichael  to  adjust  those  accounts. 

9thly.  Mv.  Jay  has  leave  to  go  to  Bath,  should  he  find  it  neces- 
sary for  the  benefit  of  his  health. 


RATIFICATION  OF  THE   DEFINITIVE  TREATY  BY  CONGRESS. 

Know  ye,  that  we,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
having  seen  and  considered  the  definitive  articles  aforesaid,  (meaning 
the  treaty  signed  by  the  Commissioners  in  Paris,  on  the  30th  of 
?^ovember,  1782,)  have  approved,  ratified,  and  confirmed,  and  by 
these  presents  do  approve,  ratify,  and  confirm  the  said  articles,  and 
every  part  and  clause  thereof,  engaging  and  promising  that  we  will 
sincerely  and  faithfully  perform  and  observe  the  same,  and  never 
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suffer  ihem  to  be  violated  by  any  one,  or  transgressed  in  any  manner, 
as  far  as  lies  in  our  power. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Witness,  his  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin 
President,  this  fourteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  and  in  the  eighth  year 
of  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 


PROCLAMATION  OF   CONGRESS  RESPECTING  THE  DEFINITIVE  TREATY. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  definitive  articles  of  peace  and  friendship  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  his  Britannic  Majesty  were  concluded 
and  signed  at  Paris,  on  the  third  day  of  September,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  said 
United  States  and  of  his  said  Britannic  Majesty,  duly  and  respect- 
ively authorised  for  that  purpose;  which  definitive  articles  are  in  the 
words  following :      [Here  follows  the  treaty.] 

And  we,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  having  seen 
and  duly  considered  the  definitive  articles  aforesaid,  did,  by  a  certain 
act  under  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  bearing  date  this  14th  day  of 
January,  1784,  approve,  ratify,  and  confirm  the  same,  and  every  part 
and  clause  thereof,  engaging  and  promising  that  we  would  sincerely 
and  faithfully  perform  and  observe  the  same,  and  never  suffer  them 
to  be  violated  by  any  one,  or  transgressed  in  any  manner,  as  An-  as 
should  be  in  our  power;  and  being  sincerely  disposed  to  carry  the 
said  articles  into  execution  truly,  honestly,  and  with  good  faith, 
according  to  the  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  we  have  thought  proper 
by  these  presents  to  notify  the  premises  to  all  the  good  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  hereby  requiring  and  enjoining  all  bodies  of 
magistracy,  legislative,  executive,  and  judiciary,  all  persons  bearing 
office,  civil  or  military,  of  whatever  rank,  degree,  and  powers,  and 
all  others  the  good  citizens  of  these  States,  of  every  vocation  and 
condition,  that,  reverencing  those  stipulations  entered  into  on  their 
behalf,  under  the  authority  of  that  federal  bond  by  which  their 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  549 

existence  a*s  an  independent  people  is  bound  up  together,  and  is 
known  and  acknowledged  by  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  with  that 
good  faith  which  is  every  man's  surest  guide,  within  their  several 
offices,  jurisdictions,  and  vocations,  they  carry  into  effect  the  said 
definitive  articles,  and  every  clause  and  sentence  thereof,  sincerely, 
strictly,  and  completely. 

Given  under  the  seal  of  the  United  States.  Witness,  his  Excel- 
lency Thomas  Mifflin,  our  President,  at  Annapolis,  this  fourteenth 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-four,  and  of  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  eighth. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  nine  States  being  present,  that  it  be,  and 
it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
respective  States,  to  provide  for  the  restitution  of  all  estates,  rights, 
and  properties  which  have  been  confiscated,  belonging  to  real  British 
subjects;  and  also  of  the  estates,  rights,  and  properties  of  persons 
resident  in  districts  which  were  in  the  possession  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty's  arms  at  any  time  between  the  thirtieth  day  of  November, 
1782,  and  the  14th  day  of  January,  1784,  and  who  have  not  borne 
arms  against  the  said  United  States ;  and  that  persons  of  any  other 
description  shall  have  free  liberty  to  go  to  any  part  or  parts  of  any 
of  the  Thirteen  United  States,  and  therein  to  remain  twelve  months 
unmolested  in  their  endeavors  to  obtain  the  restitution  of  such  of 
their  estates,  rights,  and  properties  as  may  have  been  confiscated; 
and  it  is  also  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  States  to 
reconsider  and  revise  ail  their  acts  or  laws  regarding  the  premises,  so 
as  to  render  the  said  laws  or  acts  perfectly  consistent,  not  only  with 
justice  and  equity,  but  with  that  spirit  of  conciliation  which,  on  the 
return  of  the  blessings  of  peace,  should  universally  prevail;  and  it  is 
hereby  also  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  States,  that  the 
estates,  rights,  and  properties  of  such  last  mentioned  persons  should 
be  restored  to  them,  they  refunding  to  any  persons  who  may  be  now 
in  possession  the  bona  fide  price  (where  any  has  been  given)  which 
such  persons  may  have  paid  on  purchasing  any  of  the  said  lands, 
rights,  or  properties,  since  the  confiscation. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  of  this  date,  together 
with  the  recommendation,  be  transmitted  to  the  several  States  by  the 
Secretary. 
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RATIFICATION  OF  THE  DEFINITIVE  TREATY  BY  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Duke  of  Brunswick  and 
Lunenburg,  Arch  Treasurer,  and  Prince  Elector  of  the  Holy  Roman 
Empire,  &c.    To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting. 

Whereas  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship,  between  us 
and  our  good  friends,  the  United  States  of  America,  viz..  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plant- 
ations, Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  was  concluded  and  signed  at  Paris,  the  3d  day  of  September 
last,  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  us  and  our  said  good  friends,  duly 
and  respectively  authorised  for  that  purpose,  which  definitive  treaty 
is  in  the  form  and  words  following :     [Here  follows  the  treaty.] 

We,  having  seen  and  considered  the  definitive  treaty  aforesaid, 
have  approved,  ratified,  accepted,  and  confirmed  it,  in  all  and  every 
one  of  its  articles  and  clauses,  as  we  do  by  these  presents,  for  ourself, 
our  heirs,  and  successors,  approve,  ratify,  accept,  and  confirm  the 
same,  engaging  and  promising,  upon  our  royal  word,  that  we  will 
sincerely  and  faithfully  perform  and  observe  all  and  singular  the 
things  which  are  contained  in  the  aforesaid  treaty,  and  that  we  will 
never  suffer  it  to  be  violated  by  any  one,  or  transgressed  in  any 
manner,  as  far  as  it  lies  in  our  power.  For  the  greater  testimony  and 
validity  of  all  which,  we  have  caused  our  great  seal  of  Great  Britain 
to  be  affixed  to  these  presents,  which  we  have  signed  with  our  royal 
hand. 

Given  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  the  ninth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year 
of  our  reign.  GEORGE  R. 


THE  CORRESPONDENCE 


CONEAD  ALEXANDER  GERARD, 


MINISTER   PLENIPOTENTIARY   FROM  THE   COURT 
OF  FRANCE  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
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Conrad  Alexander  Gerard  was  the  first  Minister  from  any  foreign  Court  to 
the  United  States.  When  the  American  Commissioners  went  to  Paris,  in  the  year 
1776,  he  was  principal  Secretary  to  the  Council  of  State,  and  on  terms  of  the  strictest 
intimacy  and  confidence  with  Count  deVergennes,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Aflfairs. 
Under  the  auspices  of  that  Minister,  and  in  concert  with  him,  M.  Gerard  early 
took  a  strong  interest  in  the  concerns  of  the  United  States,  and  abetted  the  cause 
of  their  independence.  He  negociated,  on  the  part  of  the  French  Government,  the 
first  treaties  of  alliance  and  commerce  with  the  United  States,  signed  on  the  6th  of 
February,  1778,  by  him  for  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  and  by  Franklin,  Deane, 
and  Lee  for  the  other. 

His  knowledge  of  American  affairs,  and  his  general  ability,  pointed  him  out  as 
the  most  suitable  person  to  represent  the  French  Court  as  Minister  to  Congress. 
He  came  over  to  this  country  in  the  fleet  with  Count  d'Estaing,  and  arrived  in 
Philadelphia  about  the  middle  of  July,  1778.  After  discharging  the  duties  of  a 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  for  more  than  a  year,  in  a  manner  highly  acceptable  to 
Congress  and  the  whole  country,  as  well  as  to  his  own  Government,  he  asked  his 
recall,  and  took  his  final  leave  of  Congress  on  the  17th  of  September,  1779.  He 
returned  to  Europe  in  the  same  vessel  which  took  out  Mr.  Jay  as  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  the  Court  of  Spain. 
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LETTER  FROM  THE   KING  OF  FRANCE  TO   CONGRESS. 

Very  dear  and  great  Friends  and  Allies, 

The  treaties  which  we  have  signed  with  you  in  consequence  of 
the  propositions  made  to  us  on  your  part,  by  your  deputies,  are  a 
certain  guarantee  to  you  of  our  affection  for  the  United  States  in 
general,  and  for  each  one  of  them  individually,  as  well  as  of  the 
interest  which  we  take,  and  shall  always  continue  to  take,  in  their 
happiness  and  prosperity.  In  order  to  convince  you  of  this  in  a 
more  particular  manner,  we  have  appointed  M.  Gerard,  Secretary  of 
our  Council  of  State,  to  reside  near  you  in  quality  of  our  Minister 
Plenipotentiary.  He  is  the  better  acquainted  with  the  sentiments 
which  we  entertain  towards  you,  and  is  the  more  able  to  answer  for 
them  to  you,  as  he  has  been  entrusted  on  our  part  of  negociating  with 
your  deputies,  and  as  he  has  signed  with  them  the  treaties  which 
rement  our  union,  we  request  you  to  give  full  credit  to  all  that  he 
shall  say  to  you  on  our  part,  particularly  when  he  shall  assure  you 
of  our  affection  and  of  our  constant  friendship  for  you.  Moreover, 
we  pray  God  that  he  will  have  you,  very  dear  and  great  friends  and 
allies,  under  his  holy  and  worthy  protection. 

Written  at  Versailles,  the  28th  of  March,  1778. 

Your  good  friend  and  ally,  LOUIS. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  CONSUL-GENERAL  OF  FRANCE  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Louis,  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  France  and  Navarre,  to  all 
those  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting. 

Thinking  it  necessary  to  create  the  office  of  our  Consul-General 
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at  Boston,  and  other  ports  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  and  being  desirous  to  confer  a  favor  on  M.  Gerard,  we 
have  thought  that  we  could  not  make  choice  of  a  better  person  than 
he  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  this  office,  by  our  knowledge  of  his  zeal  and 
affection  for  our  service  and  for  the  interests  of  our  subjects,  and  of 
his  judgment  and  ability  in  naval  affairs ;  for  these  reasons,  and  others 
moving  us  thereto,  we  have  nominated  and  appointed  the  said  M. 
Gerard,  and  by  these  presents  signed  with  our  hand,  do  nominate 
and  appoint  him  our  Consul-General  at  Boston,  and  other  ports 
belonging  to  the  United  States  of  North  America,  with  power  to 
appoint  consuls  and  vice-consuls  in  the  places  where  he  shall  judge 
them  necessary;  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  office,  to  exercise, 
enjoy,  and  use  it,  so  long  as  it  shall  please  us,  with  the  honors, 
authorities,  advantages,  prerogatives,  privileges,  exemptions,  rights, 
benefits,  profits,  revenues,  and  emoluments  which  belong  to  it,  such, 
and  the  same  as  those  which  our  other  Consuls-General  enjoy.  We 
prohibit  all  French  merchants,  and  all  persons  sailing  under  the 
French  flag,  from  disturbing  him  in  the  possession,  duties,  and  exer- 
cise of  this  consulate.  We  enjoin  on  all  captains,  masters,  and  com- 
mander of  ships,  barks,  and  other  vessels,  armed  and  sailing  under 
the  said  flag,  as  well  as  on  all  our  other  subjects,  to  acknowledge 
the  said  M.  Gerard,  and  to  obey  him  in  this  capacity.  We  pray 
and  request  our  very  dear  and  great  friends  and  allies,  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  their  Governors  and  other 
officers  whom  it  shall  concern,  to  allow  the  said  M.  Gerard,  and  the 
consuls  and  vice-consuls  whom  he  shall  appoint  to  the  said  office,  to 
possess  it  fully  and  peaceably,  without  causing,  or  allowing  to  be 
caused  to  them,  any  disturbance  or  hinderance;  but  on  the  contrary 
to  give  them  all  favor  and  assistance;  offering  to  do  the  same  for  all 
those  who  shall  be  thus  recommended  to  us  on  their  part.  In  witness 
whereof  we  have  caused  our  privy  seal  to  be  affixed  to  these  presents. 
Given  at  Versailles,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  and  of 
our  reign  the  fifth.  ^  OTTT«% 

THE  KING  OF   FRANCE  TO  CONGRESS. 

Very  dear  and  great  Friends  and  Allies, 

You  will  learn,  undoubtedly,  with  gratitude,  the  measure  which 
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the  conduct  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  has  induced  us  to  take,  of 
sending  a  fleet  to  endeavor  to  destroy  the  English  forces  upon  the 
shores  of  North  America.  This  expedition  will  convince  you  of  the 
eagerness  and  the  vigor  which  we  are  resolved  to  bring  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  engagements  which  we  have  contracted  with  you.  We 
are  firmly  persuaded  that  your  fidelity  to  the  obligations  which  your 
Plenipotentiaries  have  contracted  in  your  name  will  animate  more 
and  more  the  efforts  which  you  are  making  with  so  much  courage 
and  perseverance. 

The  Count  d'Estaing,  Vice-Admiral  of  France,  is  charged  to 
concert  with  you  the  operations,  the  conduct  of  which  we  have 
intrusted  to  him,  in  order  that  the  combination  of  measures  on  each 
side  may  render  them  as  advantageous  to  the  common  cause  as 
circumstances  will  permit.  We  entreat  you  to  give  full  credit  to 
every  thing  which  he  shall  communicate  to  you  on  our  part,  and  to 
place  confidence  in  his  zeal  and  in  his  talents. 

Moreover,  we  pray  God,  that  he  will  have  you,  very  dear  and 
great  Friends  and  Allies,  under  his  holy  protection. 

Written  at  Versailles,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 

LOUIS. 


COUNT  d'eSTAING  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

At  Sea,  July  8th,  1778. 
Sir, 

1  have  the  honor  of  informing  your  Excellency,  and  by  you  of 
giving  notice  to  Congress,  of  the  arrival  of  the  squadron  of  the  King 
upon  the  shores  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Honored  with  full  powers  from  the  King  to  treat  with  Congress,  I 
have  the  honor,  sir,  of  sending  to  your  Excellency  the  copy  of  my 
credentials  relating  to  this  subject,  the  honor  of  presenting  them 
myself;  my  desire  to  wait  upon  the  respectable  representatives  of  a 
free  nation,  my  eagerness  to  reverence  in  them  the  noble  qualities  of 
wisdom  and  firmness  which  distinguish  them,  virtues  which  all 
Europe  admires  and  which  France  loves,  are  a  happiness  which  can 
be  delayed  only  by  my  desire  to  render  myself  w^orthy  of  the  favors 
of  the  United  States,  while  I  begin  by  performing  the  duties  which 
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circumstances  and  my  military  functions  impose  upon  me ;  I  hope 
that  they  will  serve  as  my  excuse,  and  that  your  Excellency  will 
have  the  kindness  to  offer  them  as  such  to  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  of  writing  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington, 
and  shall  have  that  of  sending  to  his  head  quarters  two  officers  in 
succession,  in  order  to  offer  to  him  to  combine  my  movements  with 
his  own.  The  merited  reputation,  which  so  great  a  soldier  has  so 
justly  acquired,  does  not  allow  me  to  doubt  that  he  is  convinced 
better  than  any  one  else  of  the  value  of  the  first  m.ovements.  I  hope 
that  the  authority  vested  in  him  by  Congress,  has  allowed  him  the 
liberty  of  taking  advantage  of  them,  and  that  we  shall  be  able  imme- 
diately, and  without  any  delay,  to  act  in  concert  for  the  benefit  of 
the  common  cause  ;  which  seemed  to  me  to  require  that  the  orders  of 
Congress  should  remove  as  speedily  as  possible  the  legal  difficulties, 
of  which,  perhaps,  there  are  none. 

Monsieur  de  Chouin,  Major  of  infantry,  and  relation  of  M.  de 
Sartine,  is  charged  with  delivering  this  letter  to  your  Excellency  ; 
he  is  one  of  the  officers  whom  I  send  to  General  Washington. 

The  readiness  with  which  his  Excellency  M.  Gerard,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  King,  is  hastening  to  take  up  his  residence 
near  Congress,  and  there  to  display  the  character  with  which  his 
Majesty  has  invested  him,  will  prevent  all  the  delays  which  my 
distance  might  occasion  with  regard  to  the  military  agreements.  I 
have  the  honor  of  assuring  your  Excellency  that  I  shall  make  it  my 
duty  and  pleasure  to  execute  every  thing  that  M.  Gerard  shall 
promise.  The  promises,  which  he  will  make  to  you,  will  need  no 
other  ratifications  on  my  part  than  those  which  my  physical  force 
demands,  and  which  the  nature  of  the  profession  makes  necessarily 
to  depend  upon  the  military  or  naval  force,  which  is  in  operation. 

A  Minister  so  happy  as  to  have  had  the  glory  of  signing  the 
treaty,  which  unites  two  Powers  whose  interests  are  so  intimately 
connected,  will  preserve  the  most  important  influence  upon  my 
further  designs.  The  escort,  which  conducts  him,  that  by  which 
the  King  sends  back  to  the  United  States  his  Excellency  Silas 
Deane,  is,  undoubtedly,  the  most  brilliant  which  has  ever  accom- 
panied Ambassadors.  I  dare  hope  that  it  will  prove  useful  to  the 
mutual  interest  of  the  two  nations. 

That  will  be  the  happiest  moment  of  my  life,  in  which  I  shall  be 
able  to  contribute  to  it  in  any  thing.     I  shall,  at  the  same  time,  fulfil 
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my  duty  as  an  officer  charged  with  the  orders  of  his  Majesty,  and  I 
shall  satisfy  my  principles  and  my  inclination  as  an  individual. 
I  have  tha  honor  to  be,  &;c.,  FSTATlVr 

P.  S.  Permit  me  to  recommend  to  the  favor  of  Congress  Messrs. 
John  Nicholson,  Elias  Johnson,  and  Henry  Johnson.  Mr.  Nichol- 
son preserved  the  ship  Tonnant,  which  is  the  second  in  the  squadron, 
and  Mr.  Elias  Johnson  conducted  himself  with  the  greatest  zeal  and 
the  greatest  bravery  on  board  the  frigate  Engageante,  in  the  engage- 
ment in  which  she  took  the  privateer  Rose,  in  the  Chesapeake 
Bay. 


RESOLVES  OF  CONGRESS  RESPECTING  THE  COUNT  d'eSTAINg's  LETTER, 
AND  THE  RECEPTION  OF  M.  GERARD. 

In  Congress,  July  11th,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  informed  by  the  President 
that  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress  that  he  cooperate  with  the  Count 
d'Estaing,  commander  of  a  French  squadron  now  on  the  coast  of 
North  America,  and  proceeding  to  New  York,  in  the  execution  of 
such  offensive  operations  against  the  enemy  as  they  shall  mutually 
approve. 

His  Most  Christian  Majesty  the  King  of  France,  having  thought 
proper  to  send  on  the  coasts  a  powerful  fleet,  in  order  to  cooperate 
with  the  forces  of  these  States  in  the  reduction  of  the  British  army 
and  navy — 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  empowered  to  call  on  the 
States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Connecticut,  Rhode 
Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  or  such  of  them  as  he  shall  judge 
proper,  for  such  aids  of  their  militia  as  he  shall  think  requisite  for 
carrying  on  his  operations,  in  concert  with  Count  d'Estaing,  Com- 
mander of  the  French  fleet;  and  that  it  be  earnestly  recommended 
to  the  abovementioned  to  exert  themselves  in  forwarding  the  force 
which  may  be  required  of  them  with  the  utmost  despatch. 

Resolved,  That  the  Marine  Committee  be  directed  to  order  the 
Commissioners  of  the  navy  to  the  eastward,  to  fit  out  as  many 
Continental  frigates  and  armed  vessels  as  possible,  with  the  utmost 
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despatch,  to  join  the  French  squadron  in  their  operations  against  the 
enemy. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  War  take  measures  for  providing  a 
suitable  house  for  the  accommodation  of  M.  Gerard  ;  and  that  they 
give  the  necessary  orders  for  receiving  M.  Gerard  with  proper  honor 
on  his  arrival. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  wait  on  M. 
Gerard  on  his  arrival,  and  conduct  him  to  his  lodgings. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Hancock,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr. 
Roberdeau,  and  Mr.  Duer. 

Next  morning  the  committee  went  to  Chester  to  meet  M.  Gerard, 
who  received  them  on  board  the  frigate.  In  going  on  board  they 
were  saluted  with  fifteen  guns.  They  then  went  on  shore  and  waited 
on  him  to  Philadelphia,  and  conducted  him  to  General  Arnold's 
headquarters,  where  a  dinner  was  provided  for  him  and  his  suit,  and 
a  number  of  the  members  of  Congress.  Before  dinner  he  waited 
on  the  President. 

On  Tuesday  he  delivered  to  the  President  sundry  papers  to  be 
laid  before  Congress,*^  desiring  to  know  in  what  capacity  Congress 
were  willing  to  receive  him ;  whether  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  or 
Resident,  intimating  that  in  whatever  quality  he  was  received,  it 
would  be  expected  that  the  Commissioners  from  the  States  at  the 
Court  of  France  should  be  vested  with  the  same. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  14th,  1778. 
Sir, 
His  Excellency  the  Count  d'Estaing,  Vice-Admiral  of  France, 
commander  of  the  squadron  of  the  King,  being  desirous  to  procure 
for  the  armed  vessels,  whether  public  or  private,  of  the  United 
States,  the  means  of  availing  themselves  of  the  operations  of  this 
squadron,  in  order  to  take  prizes  from  the  common  enemy,  the  under- 
siirned  has  the  honor  to  inform  Congress  that  all  their  armed  vessels 


*  Letters  from  the  King,  and  notes  of  M.  Gerard. 
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will  enjoy  the  most  extended  protection  of  the  squadron  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  and  that  the  prizes  which  they  may  be  able  to 
take  will  belong  entirely  to  them.  He  leaves  it  to  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  to  fix  upon  the  means  of  deriving  from  this  arrangement 
the  advantage  from  which  it  is  susceptible.  The  American  vessels, 
which  shall  apply  to  his  Excellency  the  Vice-Admiral,  will  receive 
the  signals  which  will  be  necessary ;  and  the  undersigned  will 
successively  communicate  them  to  Congress,  that  information  of 
them  may  be  given  to  those  who  shall  sail  from  the  ports.  He  relies 
on  the  prudence  of  Congress  in  relation  to  the  measures  necessary 
to  ensure  success  in  this  matter. 

GERARD. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  14th,  1778. 
Sir, 

The  squadron  which  the  King,  my  master,  has  sent,  in  order  to 
act  in  concert  with  the  United  States  against  the  common  enemy, 
having  taken  some  prisoners  during  its  passage,  the  keeping  of  whom 
on  board  of  the  vessels  would  be  embarrassing  and  even  dangerous, 
the  undersigned  requests  the  Congress  of  the  said  United  States  to 
have  the  goodness  to  cause  these  prisoners,  as  well  as  those  whom 
the  King's  squadron  shall  be  able  to  take  in  the  course  of  its  opera- 
tions, to  be  received,  to  cause  provision  to  be  made  for  their  safe 
keeping  and  subsistence,  in  the  same  manner  as  that  which  it  makes 
use  of  for  its  own  prisoners,  and  to  hold  them  at  the  disposal  of 
the  King,  and  subject  to  the  orders  of  his  Excellency  the  Count 
d'Estaing,  Vice-Admiral  of  France,  and  commander  of  his  Majesty's 
squadron. 

The  undersigned  will  take  care  to  cause  all  the  expenses  incurred 
on  this  occasion  to  be  reimbursed  at  certain  periods  in  such  manner 
as  the  Congress  shall  be  pleased  to  point  out.* 

GERARD. 


*  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  memorial  respecting  prisoners,  and  there- 
upon 

'^Resolved,  That  all  prisoners  taken,  or  which  may  be  taken,  by  the  squadron 
of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  under  the  command  of  the  Count  d'Estaing,  Vice- 

VoL.  v.— 36 
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CEREMONIAL  OF  ADMITTING  THE  FRENCH  MINISTER  TO  CONGRESS. 

In  Congress,  July  20th,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  the  ceremonial  for  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  or 
Envoy,  shall  be  as  follows : 

When  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  or  Envoy,  shall  arrive  within 
any  of  the  United  States,  he  shall  receive  at  all  places  where  there 
are  guards,  sentries,  or  the  like,  such  military  honors  as  are  paid  to 
a  general  officer  of  the  second  rank  in  the  armies  of  the  United 
States. 

When  he  shall  arrive  at  a  place  in  which  Congress  shall  be,  he 
shall  wait  upon  the  President  and  deliver  his  credentials,  or  a  copy 
thereof.  Two  members  of  Congress  shall  then  be  deputed  to  wait 
upon  him,  and  inform  him  where  and  when  he  shall  receive  audience 
of  Congress. 

At  the  time  he  is  to  receive  his  audience  the  two  members  shall 
again  wait  upon  him  in  a  coach  belonging  to  the  Slates,  and  the 
person  first  named  of  two,  shall  return  with  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary, or  Envoy,  in  the  coach,  giving  the  Minister  the  right  hand, 
and  placing  himself  on  the  left,  with  the  other  member  on  the  front 
seat. 

When  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  or  Envoy,  is  arrived  at  the 
door  of  the  Congress  Hall,  he  shall  be  introduced  to  his  chair  by  the 
two  members,  who  shall  stand  at  his  left  hand.  Then  the  member 
first  named  shall  present  and  announce  him  to  the  President  and  the 
House,  whereupon  he  shall  bow  to  the  President  and  Congress,  and 
they  to  him.  He  and  the  President  shall  then  again  bow  to  each 
other  and  be  seated,  after  which  the  House  shall  sit  down. 

Having  spoken  and  being  answered,  the  Minister  and  the  Pres- 
ident shall  bow  to  each  other,  at  which  time  the  House  shall  bow, 


-Admiral  of  France,  be  received  by  the  Commissary-General  of  prisoners,  and  that 
he  provide  for  their  safe  custody  and  subsistence  in  like  manner  as  has  been  usual 
for  the  prisoners  of  these  States.  That  he  make  monthly  returns  of  all  prisoners 
which  shall  be  by  him  so  received  to  the  Board  of  War.  That  he  make  monthly 
returns  to  the  treasury  of  the  accounts  of  all  moneys  expended  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  that  the  prisoners  be  held  at  the  disposal  of  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  and  subject  to  the  orders  of  his  Excellency  Count  d'Estaing. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  paper  relative  to  the  encouragement  given  by  the  Count 
d'Estaing  to  American  armed  vessels,  whether  public  or  private,  be  published." 
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and  then  he  shall  be  conducted  home  in  the  manner  in  which  he 
was  brought  to  the  House. 

Those  who  shall  wait  upon  the  Minister  shall  inform  him  that  if 
in  any  audience  he  shall  choose  to  speak  on  matters  of  business,  it 
will  be  necessary  previously  to  deliver  in  writing  to  the  President 
what  he  intends  to  say  at  the  audience,  and  if  he  shall  not  incline 
thereto,  it  will,  from  the  constitution  of  Congress,  be  impracticable 
for  him  to  receive  an  immediate  answer. 

The  style  of  address  to  Congress  shall  be,  "  Gentlemen  of  the 
Congress." 

All  speeches  or  communications  in  writing  may,  if  the  public 
Minister  choose  it,  be  in  the  language  of  their  respective  countries, 
and  all  replies  or  answers  shall  be  in  the  language  of  the  United 
States. 

After  the  audience,  the  members  of  Congress  shall  be  first  visited 
by  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  or  Envoy. 

July  SOth.  Resolved,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  giving 
audience  to  the  Honorable  M.  Gerard,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

August  5th.  Resolved,  That  when  the  Minister  is  introduced  to 
his  chair  by  the  two  members,  he  shall  sit  down. 

His  Secretary  shall  then  deliver  to  the  President  the  letters  of  his 
Sovereign,  which  shall  be  read  and  translated  by  the  Secretary  of 
Congress.  Then  the  Minister  shall  be  announced.  At  which  lime 
the  President,  the  House,  and  the  Minister  shall  rise  together.  The 
Minister  shall  then  bow  to  the  President  and  the  House,  and  they 
to  him.  The  Minister  and  the  President  shall  then  bow  to  each 
other  and  be  seated  ;  after  which  the  House  shall  sit  down.  The 
Minister  shall  deliver  his  speech  standing,  the  President  and  the 
House  shall  sit  while  the  Minister  is  delivering  his  speech. 

The  House  shall  rise,  and  the  President  shall  deliver  the  answer 
standing.  The  Minister  shall  stand  while  the  President  delivers  the 
answer. 

Having  spoken,  and  being  answered,  the  Minister  and  the  Pres- 
ident shall  bow  to  each  other,  at  which  time  the  House  shall  bow, 
and  then  the  Minister  shall  be  conducted  home  in  the  manner  in 
which  he  was  brought  to  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  door  of  the  Congress  chamber  be  open  during 
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the  audience  to  be  given  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty. 

That  the  delegates  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  inform  the 
Vice  President,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  and  the  Speaker 
and  Assembly  of  the  said  State,  that  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty  the  King  of  France,  will  receive  his 
audience  of  Congress  at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow,  when  the  doors 
of  the  chamber  will  be  opened. 

That  each  member  of  Congress  may  give  two  tickets  for  the 
admittance  of  other  persons  to  the  audience,  and  that  no  other 
persons  except  those  specified  in  the  foregoing  resolution  be  admitted 
without  such  a  ticket  signed  by  the  members  appointed  to  introduce 
the  Minister  to  the  Congress. 

Thursday,  August  6th.  According  to  order  the  honorable  M. 
Gerard  was  introduced  to  an  audience  by  two  members  of  Congress, 
and  being  seated,  his  Secretary  delivered  to  the  President  a  letter 
from  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  directed  "  To  our  very  dear  and 
great  Friends  and  Allies,  the  President  and  Members  of  the  General 
Congress  of  the  United  States,"  in  the  words  following  : 

[See  this  letter  above,  p.  555,  dated  March  28th,  1778.] 

The  Minister  was  then  announced  to  the  House,  whereupon  he 
arose  and  addressed  Congress  in  a  speech  which,  when  he  had 
finished,  his  Secretary  delivered  in  writing  to  the  President,  and  is 
as  follows  : 

Translation. 
"Gentlemen, 

"  The  connexions  which  the  King  my  master  has  formed  with 
the  United  States  of  America,  are  so  agreeable  to  him,  that  he  has 
been  unwilling  to  delay  sending  me  to  reside  near  you  to  unite  them 
more  closely.  His  Majesty  will  be  gratified  to  learn  that  the  senti- 
ments which  are  manifested  on  this  occasion  justify  the  confidence 
with  which  the  zeal  and  the  character  of  the  deputies  of  the  United 
States  in  France,  the  wisdom  and  the  firmness  which  have  directed 
your  resolutions,  together  with  the  courage  and  the  constancy  which 
the  people  have  displayed,  have  inspired  him.  You  know  gentle- 
men, that  this  confidence  has  laid  the  foundation  of  the  truly  friendly 
and  disinterested  plan,  upon  which  his  Majesty  has  treated  with  the 
United  States. 
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"It  has  not  rested  with  him,  that  his  engagements  could  not  secure 
your  independence  and  your  tranquillity  without  the  further  effusion 
of  blood,  and  without  aggravating  the  miseries  of  mankind,  of  which 
it  is  his  whole  ambition  to  secure  the  happiness  ;  but  the  hostile 
dispositions  and  resolutions  of  the  common  enemy  having  given  a 
present  force,  positive,  permanent,  and  indissoluble,  to  engagements 
wholly  eventual,  the  King,  my  master,  has  thought  that  the  two 
allies  should  occupy  themselves  only  with  the  means  of  fulfilling 
them  in  the  manner  the  most  useful  to  the  common  cause,  and  of 
the  most  effect  in  obtaining  peace,  which  is  the  object  of  the  alliance. 
It  is  in  conformity  with  this  principle  that  his  Majesty  has  hastened 
to  send  you  a  powerful  assistance.  You  owe  it,  gentlemen,  to  his 
friendship,  to  the  sincere  interest  which  he  takes  in  the  welfare  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  the  desire  which  he  has  of  concurring 
effectually  in  securing  your  j)eace  and  your  prosperity  on  honorable 
and  firm  foundations.  He  hopes,  moreover,  that  the  principles 
adopted  by  the  Governments  will  contribute  to  extend  the  connex- 
ions which  the  mutual  interest  of  the  respective  nations  had  already 
begun  to  form  between  them.  The  principal  point  of  my  instructions 
is  to  make  the  interests  of  France  and  those  of  the  United  States 
keep  pace  together.  I  flatter  myself  that  my  past  conduct  in  affairs 
which  interest  them,  has  already  convinced  you  that  I  have  no  more 
earnest  desire  than  that  of  executing  my  instructions  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  deserve  the  confidence  of  Congress,  the  friendship  of 
its  members,  and  the  esteem  of  all  the  citizens." 

To  this  speech  the  President  returned  the  following  answer : 

«  Sir, 

"  The  treaties  between  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United 
States  of  America  so  fully  demonstrate  his  wisdom  and  magnanimity 
as  to  command  the  reverence  of  all  nations.  The  virtuous  citizens 
of  America,  in  particular,  can  never  forget  his  beneficent  attention 
to  their  violated  rights,  nor  cease  to  acknowledge  the  hand  of  a 
gracious  Providence  in  raising  for  them  so  powerful  and  illustrious  a 
friend.  It  is  the  hope  and  the  opinion  of  Congress  that  the  confi- 
dence his  Majesty  reposes  in  the  firmness  of  these  States  will  receive 
additional  strength  from  every  day's  experience. 

"  This  assembly  are  convinced,  sir,  that  had  it  rested  solely  with 
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the  Most  Christian  King,  not  only  the  independence  of  these  States 
would  have  been  universally  acknowledged,  but  their  tranquillity 
fully  established;  we  lament  that  lust  of  domination  which  gave  birth 
to  the  present  war,  and  has  prolonged  and  extended  the  miseries 
of  mankind.  We  ardently  wish  to  sheathe  the  sword,  and  spare  the 
further  effusion  of  blood ;  but  we  are  determined,  by  every  means  in 
our  power,  to  fulfil  those  eventual  engagements  which  have  acquired 
positive  and  permanent  force  from  the  hostile  designs  and  measures 
of  the  common  enemy. 

"  Congress  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  assistance  so  wisely 
and  generously  sent  will  bring  Great  Britain  to  a  sense  of  justice  and 
moderation,  promote  the  interests  of  France  and  America,  and  secure 
peace  and  tranquillity  on  the  most  firm  and  honorable  foundation. 
Neither  can  it  be  doubted  that  those  who  administer  the  powers  of 
Government,  within  the  several  States  of  this  Union,  will  cement  that 
connexion  with  the  subjects  of  France,  the  beneficent  effects  of 
which  have  already  been  so  sensibly  felt. 

"  Sir,  from  the  experience  we  have  had  of  your  exertions  to 
promote  the  true  interests  of  our  country  as  well  as  your  own,  it  is 
with  the  highest  satisfaction  Congress  receive  as  the  first  Minister 
from  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  a  gentleman  whose  past  conduct 
affords  a  happy  presage  that  he  will  merit  the  confidence  of  this 
body,  the  friendship  of  its  members,  and  the  esteem  of  the  citizens 
of  America." 

The  Secretary  of  Congress  delivered  to  the  Minister  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  speech,  dated  "  In  Congress,  August  6th,  1778,"  and 
signed  "  Henry  Laurens,  President."  Whereupon  the  Minister 
withdrew,  and  was  conducted  home  in  the  manner  in  which  he  was 
brought  to  the  House. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGBESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  November  9th,  1778. 
Sir, 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  to  inform 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  that  he  has 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE,  567 

obtained,  on  account  of  his  Majesty,  the  cargo  of  two  schooners  ;  the 
one  called  the  Gentil,  George  Andre,  Captain,  and  the  other  the 
Adventurer,  commanded  by  Captain  Joseph  Taffier ;  these  two 
vessels  being  now  in  the  port  of  Petersburg,  Virginia,  and  their 
cargoes  delivered,  consisting  of  from  twelve  to  thirteen  hundred 
barrels  of  flour,  and  about  fifty  barrels  of  biscuit.  The  destination 
of  these  provisions  requiring  that  they  should  depart  immediately,  the 
undersigned  Minister  Plenipotentiary  requests  Congress  to  be  pleased 
to  take  the  measures  which  it  shall  judge  necessary,  in  order  that 
the  departure  of  these  two  vessels  with  their  cargoes  may  meet  with 
no  obstacle.  An  express  will  wait  for  the  orders  which  it  may  be 
necessary  to  send  into  Virginia  in  relation  to  this  object. 

GERARD. 

Whereupon  Congress  ordered  that  the  President  write  to  the 
Governor  of  Virginia,  explain  to  him  the  nature  of  this  transaction, 
and  the  necessity  of  the  vessels'  immediate  departure,  and  desire  him 
to  give  orders  accordingly. 


November  ISth,  1778.  Two  letters  from  the  Honorable  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  were  read,  requesting  a  passage 
on  board  of  one  of  the  continental  frigates  for  the  Chevalier  de 
Raymondis,  Captain  of  the  Caesar,  and  that  a  vessel  on  board  of 
which  are  a  number  of  invalids  may  be  taken  under  convoy  of  the 
frigate  until  she  be  safe  at  sea.  These  were  referred  to  the  Marine 
Committee,  with  directions  to  comply  with  the  request  therein 
contained. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  November  20th,  1778. 
Sir, 
The  Minister  of  France  thinks  it  his  duty  to  have  the  honor  of 
communicating  to  the  President  of  Congress   the   reflection  that, 
according  to  ordinary  rules,  treaties    are  not   published  until    the 
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respective  ratifications  have  been  exchanged,  and  that  so  far  as  he 
is  informed,  that  of  the  King  has  not  arrived.  If  Congress,  however, 
has  motives  to  proceed  immediately  to  this  pubhcation,  the  Minister 
requests  it  not  to  be  stopped  by  his  reflection ;  the  wisdom  of  their 
views  deserving  all  preference  over  what  can  only  be  regarded  as  a 
mere  formality  GERARD. 
o 

Philadelphia,  December  2d,  1778. 

The  President  communicated  to  Congress  the  following  unsigned 
note  from  the  Minister  of  France : 

"It  is  thought  proper  to  inform  persons  who  have  business  in 
France  that  all  judicial  and  extra-judicial  acts,  powers  of  attorney, 
&c.,  which  are  destined  to  be  sent  thither,  ought  to  be  invested  with 
the  authorisation  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  or  the  Consuls  of 
this  Crown  established  in  the  different  States  of  America.  By  means 
of  this  formality,  all  the  acts  valid  in  America  will  have  the  same 
validity  in  France  in  all  cases." 

December  Ath.  The  President  communicated  to  Congress  another 
unsigned  note  from  the  Minister  of  France,  relative  to  a  plan  he  had 
proposed  for  discharging  the  debt  due  to  Roderique  Hortalez  &c  Co., 
namely,  by  furnishing  the  French  fleet  in  America  with  provisions, 
for  the  amount  of  which  the  Court  would  procure  the  United  States 
a  credit  with  Hortalez  &;  Co.  The  note  was  delivered  in  English, 
in  the  words  following : 

"Leave  is  begged  from  the  Honorable  the  President  of  Congress 
to  submit  to  him  some  reflections  upon  a  late  conversation.  The 
insinuation  made  was  founded  upon  the  consideration,  that  the 
method  proposed  would  be  more  simple,  more  easy,  and  more  con- 
venient than  any  other,  and  that  besides,  the  troubles,  the  expenses, 
the  dangers  of  the  sea,  and  of  the  enemy,  the  spoiling  of  the  cargoes, 
Stc,  would  be  avoided. 

"The  manner  of  executing  this  plan,  if  adopted,  would  be  very 
simple,  and  attended  with  no  inconveniency;  the  Court  shall  take 
upon  itself  to  satisfy  the  furnisher  of  the  articles  in  question,  and 
Congress  shall  receive  the  discharge  for  ready  money,  in  their  accounts 
with  the  Court." 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  569 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  December  6th,  1778 

Sir, 
Tile  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  considering  that  it  is  of 
great  importance  for  the  interests  of  France  and  the  United  States 
of  America  to  prevent,  or  to  delay  as  much  as  possible,  the  repairs 
and  consequently  the  activity  of  the  enemy's  ships,  and  that  one  of 
the  most  efficacious  means  would  be  to  intercept  the  masts  which 
they  are  obliged  to  bring  from  Halifax,  is  firmly  persuaded  that  this 
subject  has  not  escaped  the  consideration  of  Congress,  but  believing 
that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  King,  his  master,  that  his  Majesty 
should  contribute  to  the  measures  which  may  effect  this  object,  his 
intention  is  to  offer  a  reward  to  the  owners  of  privateers  who  shall 
take  or  destroy  vessels  loaded  with  masts  proper  for  ships  of  the  line 
or  for  frigates.  This  encouragement  seemed  necessary,  in  order  to 
turn  the  efforts  of  privateers  in  this  direction,  considering  the  low 
price  of  this  commodity  in  proportion  to  other  cargoes,  but  the  said 
Minister  did  not  wish  to  execute  this  plan  without  communicating  it 
to  Congress,  and  before  knowing  its  opinion  on  this  subject. 

GERARD. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  December  7th,  1778. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  make  known  to  you  the  reasons  of  my 

perplexity   with    regard   to   transmitting   to   my   Court    some    ideas 

respecting  certain  persons  strongly  suspected  of  being  emissaries  of 

the  Court  of  London,   as  well   as  concerning  the  doctrine   of  the 

liberty  which  it  is  pretended  the  United  States  have  preserved  of 

treating  with  this  Power  separately  from  their  ally,  so  long  as  Great 

Britain  has  not  declared  war  upon   the  King  my  master.     I  have 

expressed  to  you  how  far  it  is  from  my  character  to  pay  regard  to 

public  rumors  and  to  the  reports  of  any  individuals  in  a  matter  as 


570  GERARD. 

important  as  it  is  delicate,  and  the  desire  which  I  feel  that  Congress 
would  be  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  the  means  of  placing  my  Court, 
and  by  its  means  all  the  present  and  future  friends  of  the  United 
States  in  Europe,  on  their  guard  against  the  impressions  which  these 
ideas  might  produce.  They  appeared  to  me  particularly  dangerous 
in  relation  to  England,  where  they  would  nourish  the  hope  of  sowing 
domestic  divisions  in  the  bosom  of  the  United  States,  and  of  separat- 
ing them  from  their  ally,  by  annulling  also  the  treaties  concluded 
with  him.  It  seems,  in  fact,  that  as  long  as  this  double  hope  shall 
continue,  England  will  not  think  seriously  of  acknowledging  your 
independence  on  the  footing  expressed  in  the  treaty  of  Paris.  Your 
zeal,  sir,  for  your  country,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  harmony 
so  happily  established,  is  too  well  known  for  me  not  to  hope  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  Congress  this  subject,  which  my 
solicitude  for  whatever  concerns  the  maintenance  of  the  reputation  of 
the  alliance  has  caused  me  to  regard  as  very  important. 

I  am  persuaded,  sir,  that  you  will  at  the  same  time  have  the 
goodness  to  inform  Congress  of  the  proof  of  firmness  and  of  attach- 
ment to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  to  the  common  cause,  and 
to  the  alliance,  which  the  King  my  master  has  given  in  rejecting 
the  overtures  which  the  Court  of  London  has  made  through  Spain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  he, 

GERARD. 


To  the  memorial  respecting  masts,  an  answer  was  returned  on  the 
16th.  And  in  answer  to  the  above  letter.  Congress  passed  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  14th  of  January,  1779,  as  follows  : 

"  Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  House  by  M.  Gerard, 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  that  it  is  pretended  that  the 
United  States  have  preserved  the  liberty  of  treating  with  Great 
Britain  separately  from  their  ally,  as  long  as  Great  Britain  shall  not 
have  declared  war  against  the  King,  his  master,  therefore, 

'^Resolved,  unanimously,  That,  as  neither  France  nor  these 
United  States  may  of  right,  so  these  United  States  will  not  conclude 
either  truce  or  peace  with  the  common  enemy  without  the  formal 
consent  of  their  ally  first  obtained,  and  that  any  matters  or  things 
which  may  be  insinuated  or  asserted  to  the  contrary  thereof  tend  to 
the  injury  and  dishonor  of  the  said  States." 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  December  14th,  1778. 

Sir, 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  to  remind 
Congress  that  they  were  pleased  to  order  in  Virginia  the  purchase 
of  eighteen  thousand  barrels  of  flour  to  complete  the  quantity  of 
provisions  destined  for  the  fleet  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  but 
the  undersigned  being  informed  of  the  scarcity  of  this  article,  has 
confined  himself  to  ten  or  twelve  thousand.  Information  since 
received  from  Virginia  causing  him  to  fear  that  the  flour  of  the 
current  year  has  a  disagreeable  taste,  and  that,  consequently,  the 
aforesaid  quantity  cannot  be  furnished  of  a  quality  suitable  for 
bearing  the  climate  of  the  islands,  the  undersigned  presumes  that  a 
part  of  it  may  be  replaced  by  rice  taken  from  South  Carolina, 
where  he  is  informed  this  article  abounds. 

It  is  from  these  considerations  that  the  undersigned  Minister  takes 
the  liberty  to  request  Congress  to  take  the  measures  necessary  in 
order  that  six  thousand  barrels  of  rice  may  be  bought  and  exported 
from  South  Carolina,  the  said  Minister  being  resolved  to  employ 
American  citizens  in  these  kinds  of  purchases,  as  he  has  promised, 
proposes  to  entrust  this  commission  to  Mr.  Gervais. 

GERARD. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  January  4th,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  learns  by  M.  Francy, 
that,  from  the  offer  which  he  made  in  relation  to  the  payment  by 
compensation  of  a  part  of  the  sums  due  from  the  United  States  to 
M.  de  Beaumarchais,  consequences  have  been  drawn  which  are 
contrary  to  the  intentions  of  the  undersigned. 

He  finds  himself  obliged  to  prevent  all  mistakes  by  declaring,  in 
writing,  as  he  always  has  done  verbally,  that  all  the  supplies  fur- 
nished by  M.  de  Beaumarchais  to  the  States,  whether  mercliandise  or 
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cannons  and  military  goods,  were  furnished  in  the  way  of  commerce, 
and  that  the  articles  which  came  from  the  King's  magazines  and 
arsenals  were  sold  to  M.  de  Beaumarchais  by  the  department  of 
artillery,  and  that  he  has  furnished  his  obligations  for  the  price  of 
these  articles.  He  is,  consequently,  a  debtor  to  the  war  department, 
whilst  he  is  a  creditor  of  the  United  States  by  the  sale  of  these  same 
articles,  which  had  become  his  property.  On  the  other  side,  the 
King  is  a  debtor  to  the  United  States. 

It  is  this  situation,  namely,  the  difficulty  which  Congress  finds  in 
paying  M.  de  Beaumarchais  by  return  of  merchandise,  and  the 
considerable  saving  which  would  result  to  Congress,  that  has  determ- 
ined the  undersigned  to  offer  a  mutual  compensation,  and  to  pay 
the  King's  debts  to  the  United  States  to  the  amount  of  the  receipts 
of  M.  de  Beaumarchais,  which  Congress  will  receive  in  ready  money. 

This  is  the  simple  and  natural  operation  which  the  undersigned 
has  offered,  and  which  ought  not  at  all  to  change  the  situation  of 
M.  de  Beaumarchais  with  regard  to  Congress,  since  he  is  and  con- 
tinues to  be  a  creditor  in  his  own  name  of  the  United  States,  and 
since  the  undersigned  simply  offers  to  pay  to  the  discharge  of 
Congress  a  certain  sum,  which  the  undersigned  will  determine  in 
concert  with  M.  de  Francy,  when  Congress  shall  have  passed  a 
resolution  on  this  offer. 

The  undersigned  thinks  that  he  owes  these  explanations  to  his 
respect  for  Congress,  and  he  hopes  that  if  there  may  remain  any 
false  ideas  on  this  subject,  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  place  him  in 
a  situation  to  supply  all  the  information  which  may  yet  de  desired. 

GERARD. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  January  5th,  1779. 

Sir, 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  cannot  forbear  to  submit 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  passages  underscored  in  the 
two  gazettes  annexed,  under  date  of  the  3d  and  5th  of  this  month. 
He  has  no  doubt  of  the  indignation  of  Congress  at  the  indiscreet 
assertion?  contained  in  these   passages,   which  equally  bring  into 
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question  the  dignity  and  reputation  of  the  King,  my  master,  and  that 
of  the  United  States.  These  assertions  will  become,  in  tlie  hands 
of  the  enemies  of  the  common  cause,  a  weapon  the  more  powerful 
and  dangerous  as  the  author  is  an  officer  of  Congress,  and  as  he 
takes  advantage  of  his  situation  to  give  credit  to  his  opinions  and 
to  his  affirmations. 

The  aforesaid  Minister  relies  entirely  on  the  wisdom  of  Congress 
to  take  measures  suitable  to  the  circumstance.  It  has  not  been  owing 
to  him  that  the  author  has  not  himself  repaired  the  injury  which  he 
has  done,  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  having  hastened  to  convince 
him  of  the  wrongs  of  which  he  was  guilty,  when  the  first  of  these 
gazettes  appeared  in  public. 

GERARD. 


The  passages  referred  to  in  the  above  were  contained  in  a  piece 
published  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet,  under  the  title,  "  Common 
Sense  to  the  Public  on  Mr.  Deane's  Affair,"  written  by  Thomas 
Paine,  then  Secretary  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  ;  and  are 
as  follows  : 

"If  Mr.  Deane,  or  any  other  gentleman,  will  procure  an  order 
from  Congress  to  inspect  an  account  in  my  office,  or  any  of  Mr. 
Deane's  friends  in  Congress  will  take  the  trouble  of  coming  them- 
selves, I  will  give  him  or  them  my  attendance,  and  show  them,  in  a 
hand  writing  which  Mr.  Deane  is  well  acquainted  with,  that  the 
supplies  he  so  pompously  plumes  himself  upon  (namely,  those  which 
were  sent  from  France  in  the  Amphitrite,  Seine,  and  Mercury)  were 
promised  and  engaged,  and  that  as  a  present,  before  he  even  arrived 
in  France,  and  that  the  part  which  fell  to  Mr.  Deane  was  only  to  see 
it  done,  and  how  he  has  performed  that  service  the  public  are  now 
acquainted  with."  The  last  paragraph  in  the  account  is,  "  upon  Mr. 
Deane's  arrival  in  France,  the  business  went  into  his  hands,  and 
the  aids  were  at  length  embarked  in  the  Amphitrite,  Mercury,  and 
Seine."  "  I  have  been  the  more  explicit  on  this  subject,  not  so 
much  on  Mr.  Deane's  account,  as  from  a  principle  of  public  justice. 
It  shows,  in  the  first  instance,  that  the  greatness  of  the  American 
cause  drew  at  its  first  beginning  the  attention  of  Europe,  and  that 
the  justness  of  it  was  such  as  appeared  to  merit  support ;  and  in  the 
second  instance,  that  those  who  are  now  her  allies  p-efaced  that 
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alliance  by  an  early  and  generous  friendship;  yet,  that  we  might 
not  attribute  too  much  to  human  or  auxiHary  aid,  so  unfortunate 
were  those  supplies  that  only  one  ship  out  of  the  three  arrived— the 
Mercury  and  the  Seine  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands." 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

c-  Philadelphia,  January  10th,  1779. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  present  to  Congress  the  striking  observations 
occasioned  by  the  delay  which  the  answer  to  my  representation  of 
the  beginning  of  the  past  month  meets  witti.     Already  the  enemies 
of  the  common  cause  represent  it  as  a  proof  of  the  diversity  of  the 
opinions  which  prevail  in  Congress,  as  if  there  could  exist  a  contra- 
riety of  sentiments  upon  a  subject  so  simple  and  a  matter  so  clear 
that,  to  call  it  in  question  would  be,  at  the  same  time,  to  call  in 
question  the  solidity,  and  even  the  existence  of  the  alliance.     Cer- 
tainly, sir,  no  one  is  farther  than  myself  from  adopting  suspicions 
which  would  be  so  fatal  to  the  common  cause;  but  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  explain  the  motives  which  should  induce  Congress  to  give 
to  this  subject  a  ready,  formal,  and  explicit  declaration.    They  know 
that  erron'^ous  opinions  become  more  difficult  to  destroy  when  they 
have  had  nme  to  take  root  in  men's  minds;  it  is  then  wished  to 
remedy  the  evil,  but  it  is  found  irremediable.     The  greater  part  of 
these  reflections  is  applicable,  in  an  equal  degree,  to  the  declaration 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to  Congress  on  the  5th  of  this  month, 
and  I  wait  impatiently  for  answers  which  may  quiet  my  Court  against 
the  efforts  made  by  the  enemies  to  draw,  from  the  facts  in  que^'stion, 
inferences  injurious  to  the  allies  and  the  alliance,  efforts  of  which 
Congress  alone  can  avoid  the  dangers.     My  zeal  and  my  respect  do 
not  allow  me  to  conceal  from  them  apprehensions  which  seem  to  me 
bat  too  well  founded  and  worthy  of  all  their  attention. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  GERARD. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the 
publication  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet  of  the  2d  and  5th  instant. 
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under  the  title  of  ''  Common  Sense  to  the  Public  on  Mr.  Deane's 
Affair,"  of  which  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  Secretary  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Affairs  has  acknowledged  himself  to  be  the  author,  and 
also  the  memorials  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  of  the 
5th  and  10th  instant,  respecting  the  said  publication :  "  Resolved, 
unanimously,  that  in  answer  to  the  memorials  of  the  Plenipotentiary 
of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  of  the  5th  and  10th  instant,  the 
President  be  directed  to  assure  the  said  Minister  that  Congress  do 
fully,  in  the  clearest  and  most  explicit  manner,  disavow  the  publica- 
tions referred  to  in  his  said  memorials,  and,  as  they  are  convinced, 
by  indisputable  evidence,  that  the  supplies  shipped  in  the  Amphitrite, 
Seine,  and  Mercury  were  not  a  present,  and  that  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  the  great  and  generous  ally  of  these  United  States,  did  not 
preface  his  alliance  with  any  supplies  whatever  sent  to  America,  so 
they  have  not  authorised  the  writer  of  the  said  publication  to  make 
any  such  assertions  as  are  contained  therein,  but,  on  the  contrary,  do 
highly  disapprove  of  the  same." 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  January      th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  with  which  you  honored  me  on  the  13th 
of  this  month,  on  sending  me  the  resolution  of  Congress  in  answer  to 
the  representations  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to  it  on  the  5th 
and  10th. 

I  request  you  to  receive,  and  to  offer  to  Congress,  all  the  sensibility 
with  which  I  have  seen  the  frank,  noble,  and  explicit  manner  in 
which  they  have  destroyed  false  and  dangerous  insinuations  which 
might  deceive  the  misinformed  people,  and  give  arms  to  the  enemies 
of  the  common  cause. 

The  King,  my  master,  sir,  does  not  need  these  proofs,  in  order  to 
place  his  confidence  in  the  disposition  of  firmness  and  constancy 
which  is  exhibited  by  Congress  in  the  principles  of  the  alliance;  but 
his  Majesty  will  always  see  with  pleasure  the  measures  that  Congress 
shall  take  to  maintain  its  reputation  inviolate,  and  it  is  from  this 
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same  consideration  that  I  flatter  myself  he  will  have  found  my 
representation  of  the  7th  of  December  last  equally  worthy  of  his 
attention. 

I  am,  with  respect  and  esteem,  he,  GERARD. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  January  15th,  1779. 

Sir, 

With  all  my  eagerness  for  whatever  can  be  agreeable  to  Congress, 
I  have  made  use  of  their  resolution  relative  to  M.  Duportail,  and  the 
officers  who  accompany  him.  They  feel  much  honored  by  the 
praises  which  their  services  and  conduct  have  merited,  as  well  as  by 
the  confidence  which  Congress  shows  in  them,  by  desiring  them  to 
pass  another  campaign  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  Their 
letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  expresses  their  resolution  to 
accept  this  invitation,  and  moreover  contains  proofs  of  an  unlimited 
confidence  in  the  justice  and  goodness  of  Congress. 

I  do  not  doubt,  sir,  that  these  sentiments  will  increase  the  degree 
of  esteem  and  good  will,  which  they  already  deserve  on  account  of 
their  distinguished  services.  This  affair  being  thus  settled,  I  shall 
lose  no  time  in  asking  of  the  King  the  consent,  which  the  officers 
of  engineers  need.  My  knowledge  of  the  dispositions  of  the  King 
and  his  Ministry,  in  relation  to  whatever  may  be  useful  to  the  United 
States,  does  not  allow  me  to  doubt  that  my  conduct,  and  the  attach- 
ment of  these  officers  to  the  American  service,  will  be  approved. 

I  am,  with  respectful  esteem,  &;c.,  TFRARD 


MESSRS.  DUPORTAIL,  LA  RADIERE,  AND  LAUMOY  TO  M.  GERARD. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  January  15th,  1779. 
Sir, 

We  have  been  penetrated  with  gratitude  on  seeing  in  the  resolution 

of  Congress,  annexed  to  your  Excellency's  letter,  proofs  of  esteem 

with  which  we  are  honored  by  our  illustrious  General,  and  which 
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gives  occasion  to  the  proposition  which  is  made  to  us  of  continuing 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  through  the  next  campaign. 
We  willingly  consent  to  it,  since  your  Excellency  thinks  that  we 
shall  thereby  fulfil  the  intentions  of  the  Court,  and  since  you  are  so 
kind  as  to  take  upon  yourself  the  trouble  of  asking  from  it  the 
necessary  permission.  Relying  also  on  the  justice  of  Congress  for 
the  favors  which  we  may  merit  from  longer  services,  we  affix  no 
conditions  to  the  continuance  of  our  residence  in  America.  But  we 
deem  it  our  duty  to  state,  that  being  determined  to  remain  here  by 
our  desire  of  serving,  and  of  being  useful  to  the  United  States,  if 
the  means  of  usefulness  should  disappear  on  any  account  what- 
soever, we  shall  be  desirous  of  preserving  the  liberty  of  returning 
into  our  country.  Sensible  of  the  interest  which  your  Excellency 
is  so  kind  as  to  take  in  this  affair,  we  beg  you  to  accept  our  most 
humble  thanks. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble 
servants,  DUPORTAIL, 

LA  RADIERE, 
LAUMOY. 

P.  S.  M.  de  Goudion  has  said  that  he  would  agree  to  whatever 
we  should  do. 

January  2\st.  A  memorial  from  M.  Gerard,  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  France  and  Consul-General,  was  read,  enclosing  a 
commission  of  consul  in  the  port  of  Boston,  and  other  ports  in 
Massachusetts  Bay,  to  the  Sieur  Valnais.  The  commission  was 
referred  to  the  Marine  Committee,  and  they  v/ere  instructed  to 
register  it,  and  to  return  the  original  to  M.  Valnais,  and  to  take 
measures  for  making  him  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  as 
consul  of  France  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelpliia,  February  3d,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  to  repre- 
VoL.  v.— 37 
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sent  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  that  it  is  of  infinite 
importance  to  the  safety  of  the  King's  squadron  stationed  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  determine  the  supply  of  provisions  on  which  it 
may  rely.  And  several  vessels  being  ready  to  sail  for  Martinique, 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  will  show  to  that  body  the  necessity  of 
informing  the  commander  of  this  squadron  of  it  without  delay. 

GERARD. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  February  8th,  1779. 
Sir, 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  being  ordered  to  com- 
municate to  Congress  subjects  of  the  highest  importance,  has  the 
honor  to  inform  the  President  of  it,  and  requests  him  to  inform  him 
whether  he  wishes  him  to  execute  his  orders  through  him,  or  if  he 
prefers  that  he  should  communicate  them  to  Congress  in  an  audience. 

GERARD. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  President  acquaint  ]M.  Gerard,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  France,  that  Congress  will  admit  him  to  a  private 
audience,  when  he  shall  present  himself,  to  make  the  communication 
he  is  instructed  to  make  to  Congress." 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Piulacldphia,  February  9th,  1779. 
Sir, 
By  instructions    addressed  to  the  undersigned  on  the  29th  of 
October  last,  he  is  ordered  to  transmit  to  Congress  the  answer  of 
the  King  to  certain  communications  made  to  liis  ^Majesty  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  States. 

1st.  These  Commissioners  having  desired  his  ^Majesty  to  continue 
the  subsidy  which  he  had  granted  them,  he  gave  them  to  understand 
that  his  affairs  did  not  permit  him  to  make  this  engagement,  since 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  579 

the  war  which  he  is  carrying  on  against  England,  and  the  general 
situation  of  Europe,  require  expenses  which  absorb  all  his  resources, 
yet,  in  consequence  of  the  representations  made  by  the  deputies  of 
the  difficulty  which  they  found  in  honoring  the  bills  of  exchange 
which  Congress  had  drawn  upon  them,  for  the  interest  due  upon 
money  which  had  been  borrowed,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
grant  a  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  livres,  as  a  new 
proof  of  his  friendship  for  the  United  States. 

2dly.  The  same  Commissioners  made  known  to  the  King  that 
Congress  had  reason  to  presume  that  a  part  of  the  articles  furnished 
to  the  United  States,  was  a  present  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty. 
The  undersigned  is  authorised  to  declare  that  this  intention  never 
existed,  that  it  was  an  affair  entirely  commercial,  in  which  the 
INIinistry  had  no  other  part  than  that  of  permitting  M.  de  Beau- 
marchais  to  take  from  the  magazines  and  arsenals  of  the  King,  on 
condition  of  replacing  them,  the  articles  with  which  commerce 
could  not  supply  him;  that,  consequently,  the  Ministry  had  no 
other  power  in  this  affair,  than  that  of  preventing  Congress  from 
being  pressed  too  soon  for  payment  for  the  articles  taken  from  the 
magazines  and  arsenals  of  the  King.  As  to  the  contract  made  with 
Roderique  Hortalez  k,  Co.,  the  Ministry  has  declared  to  the  Amer- 
ican deputies,  who  asked  their  advice  upon  the  ratification  or 
rejection  of  this  contract,  that  they  did  not  know  the  house  of 
Roderique  Hortalez  k,  Co.,  and  that  they  could  not  answer  for  it, 
nor  express  an  opinion  as  to  its  stability  and  fidelity  in  the  perform- 
ance of  its  engagements.  GERARD 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  February  9th,  1779. 

Sir, 
The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  received 
a  formal  order  from  the  King,  his  master,  to  make  known  to  Congress 
that  the  King  of  Spain,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  tergiversations 
of  England,  has  determined  upon  a  decisive  and  peremptory  proceed- 
ing. His  Catholic  Majesty  has,  consequently,  made  to  the  King  of 
England  a  final  offer  of  his  mediation  ;  but  with  the  declaration  that 
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it  was  the  last,  and  that  if  it  was  as  fruitless  as  those  which  preceded, 
it  would  only  remain  to  him  to  perform  the  duties  which  his  alliance 
with  the  King  imposes  upon  him. 

The  King  of  Spain,  by  taking  this  proceeding  upon  himself  in  a 
friendly  manner,  has  shown  a  disposition  most  favorable  to  the  alli- 
ance. The  King,  my  master,  on  his  side,  persists  in  the  invariable 
resolution  not  to  separate  his  interests  from  those  of  America,  and  to 
support  the  cause  of  the  United  States  as  if  it  were  his  own  personal 
cause; 

His  Majesty  thinks,  while  fulfilling  the  duties  of  the  alliance  by 
this  confidential  communication,  that  he  ought  to  invite  and  urge 
Congress  to  furnish  immediately  with  the  necessary  powers  and 
instructions  the  person  or  persons  whom  they  shall  think  proper  to 
authorize  to  assist  in  the  deliberations,  and  in  the  conclusion  and 
signing  of  the  treaty.  His  Majesty  trusts  that  Congress  will  per- 
ceive the  inestimable  value  of  time  in  a  juncture  so  critical  and  so 
important;  and  that  the  injuries  caused  by  any  delay  would  be 
irreparable  both  to  the  alliance  and  the  allies.  In  complying  with 
the  invitations  of  the  King,  the  United  States  would  regard  equally 
their  dignity  and  their  interests.  The  place  of  the  negociation  is 
fixed  at  Madrid. 

His  Majesty,  while  engaging  in  every  thing  that  can  hasten  the 
happy  moment  in  which  America  can  enjoy  peaceably  internal  and 
external  prosperity,  which  is  the  object  of  the  revolution  and  the 
limit  of  his  Majesty's  wishes,  has  instructed  the  undersigned  to 
suggest  to  Congress  that,  at  a  time  in  which  they  are  employed  in 
fixing  their  political  existence,  it  seems  to  belong  to  their  foresight  to 
consider  the  sentiments  of  the  States  as  to  the  peace  in  relation  to 
Spain ;  and  they  will  perhaps  think  that  the  means  of  preventing  all 
future  discontents  merits  their  attention,  and  ought  to  be  one  of  the 
subjects  of  the  positive  and  definite  instructions  which  the  States 
will  give  for  the  conclusion  of  the  peace.  GERARD 


February  13th.  The  President  was  directed  to  inform  the  Minis- 
ter that  Congress  will  take  the  subject  of  his  memorials  of  the  9th 
into  immediate  consideration,  and  that  if  he  wishes  to  communicate 
any  thing  farther  to  them.  Congress  will  receive  the  same  from  him 
in  a  private  audience.     And  it  was  at  the  same  time  resolved  that 
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all  private  audiences  given  to  foreign  Ministers  be  held  in  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

February  15th.  The  President  acquainted  the  House  that,  pur- 
suant to  their  order,  he  had  informed  the  Minister  of  France  that 
Congress  will  take  his  memorials  of  the  9th  into  immediate  consider- 
ation, and  that  if  he  wishes  to  communicate  any  thing  farther  to 
them,  Congress  will  receive  the  same  in  a  private  audience  ;  that  the 
Minister  wished  to  make  further  communications  to  Congress,  and 
would  attend  the  House  at  twelve  o'clock  this  day. 

The  Minister,  agreeably  to  his  appointment,  was  introduced,  and 
had  a  free  conference  with  Congress,  in  which  he  represented  the 
present  state  of  affairs  in  Europe,  the  dispositions  of  the  Spanish 
Court,  and  the  measures  it  was  about  to  take  in  order  to  restore 
peace ;  from  thence  he  took  occasion  to  press  upon  Congress  the 
necessity  of  having  a  Minister  in  Europe  properly  empowered  and 
instructed.  He  further  signified  that  it  was  the  desire  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty  that  the  United  States  would  speedily  put  them- 
selves in  a  condition  to  take  that  part  in  the  negociation  for  peace 
apparently  about  to  take  place  which  their  dignity  and  interest 
required  ;  and  that  they  should  lay  a  solid  foundation  for  obtaining  a 
speedy  peace,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  by  giving  their 
Plenipotentiary  the  most  ample  instructions  and  full  powers.  This 
he  enforced  by  sundry  arguments,  and  pressed  the  utmost  despatch. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  March  14th,  1779. 

Sir, 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  undersigned,  does  not 
doubt  that  the  committee  charged  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  persuade 
the  undersigned  to  keep  the  rate  of  exchange  at  nine  hundred  per 
cent.,  in  order  to  stop  the  farther  depreciation  which  circumstances 
threatened,  has  reported  the  answer  which  the  said  Minister  gave 
on  this  subject ;  but  as  the  undersigned  is  still  ignorant  of  the  manner 
in  which  Congress  has  received  this  answer,  he  is  the  more  desirous 
of  being  informed  of  it,  as  he  must  give  an  account  to  his  Court  of 
the  success  of  the  course  which  he  has  adopted,  and  as  the  agent  of 
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the  royal  navy  has  till  this  time  confined  himself  to  the  rule  proposed 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  without  any  return  to  the  interests  of  his 
Majesty.  GERARD. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  March  16th,  1779. 

Sir, 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  being  about  to  send  M. 
de  Maulcon  to  New  York  to  effect  the  exchange  of  the  French 
prisoners  who  are  detained  there,  takes  the  liberty  to  request  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  have  the  goodness  to 
allow  them  the  same  facilities  as  heretofore,  by  charging  their  Com- 
missioners to  receive  them  on  their  landing  at  EHzabethtown  and 
New  London,  and  from  thence  as  far  as  Philadelphia  or  Boston,  and 
to  give  them,  at  the  expense  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  the  same 
treatment  which  American  prisoners  receive. 

GERARD. 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  March  17th,  1779. 
Sir, 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  to  remind 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  that  in  executing 
for  five  months  the  instructions  with  which  he  has  been  charged  by 
the  King,  his  master,  in  relation  to  the  present  state  of  afiTairs,  the 
undersigned  has  expressed  his  Majesty's  desire  that  the  United  States 
should  quickly  put  themselves  in  a  situation  to  take,  in  the  negocia- 
tion  for  peace  which  seems  on  the  point  of  taking  place,  the  part 
which  their  dignity  and  their  interests  require,  and  that  they  should 
lay  firm  foundations  for  obtaining  a  speedy  pacification  conformable 
to  the  terms  of  the  alliance,  by  giving  to  their  Plenipotentiary  instruc- 
tions the  most  ample,  and  powers  the  most  extensive.  It  is,  in  fact, 
impossible  to  be  too  economical  of  time,  when  a  correspondence  is 
carried  on  at  so  great  a  distance  upon  a  business  so  important  and 
so  liable  to  be  changed  by  many  incidents  impossible  to  be  foreseen. 
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These  observations  have  still  greater  force  when  the  opening  of  the 
campaign  is  approaching,  and  when  the  greatest  celerity  alone  can 
anticipate  the  moment  of  it.  Every  day's  delay  increases  the  obsta- 
cles to  the  success  of  the  advantageous  plans  which  the  King  has 
communicated  to  the  United  States.  To  prolong  the  deliberation 
upon  peace  may  be  to  reject  it.  His  Majesty,  who  thinks  that  he 
has  deserved  the  confidence  of  the  United  States,  believes,  moreover, 
that  he  has  a  right,  after  the  assurances  which  Congress  have  so 
often  repeated  with  regard  to  the  uniformity  of  sentiments  on  the 
subject  of  his  alliance  with  the  United  States,  to  hope  that  this 
subject  will  be  treated  with  the  promptness  which  the  juncture 
requires. 

The  indulgence  with  which  Congress  has  received  the  reflections 
of  the  undersigned  authorizes  him  to  submit  these  to  their  wisdom 
and  prudence.  He  adds,  that  there  may  be  reason  to  fear  that 
longer  delays  may  give  rise  to  suspicions,  and  authorize  the  assertions 
which  have  been  made  in  Europe  respecting  a  division  of  opinions 
and  sentiments  prevailing  in  Congress,  and  strengthen  the  hope 
which  the  enemy  continues  to  entertain  of  fomenting  this  domestic 
discord,  and  at  the  same  time  of  exciting  distrust  between  the  allies 
by  pretending  to  treat  with  each  of  the  States  singly,  in  order  to 
take  them  separately  in  the  snare  of  their  credulity,  and  to  deprive 
them  of  the  mutual  support  which  they  derive  from  their  union.  It 
is,  moreover,  well  known  that  the  preliminary  condition  of  the  Court 
of  London  to  the  United  States  would  be  to  renounce  the  alliance 
formed  with  France,  to  form  an  offensive  coalition,  and  to  restrain 
the  commerce  of  America.  The  undersigned  is  very  far  from 
believing  that  the  wisdom  and  rectitude  of  Congress  do  not  protect 
them  from  the  effects  of  this  insidious  policy ;  but  their  glory  and 
interests  seem  to  require  that  they  should  prevent  the  farther  estab- 
lishment of  an  opinion  which,  more  than  any  thing  else,  will  contribute 
to  support  the  false  expectation   and  the  obstinacy  of  the  common 

^'^'^"^y-  GERARD. 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

Translation, 
g.  Philadelphia,  March  31st,  1779. 


have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  season  proper  for  my 
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departure  for  France  is  coming  on,  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  request 
you  to  persuade  Congress  to  hasten  the  time  of  it  as  much  as  possi- 
ble. Even  if  my  health  did  not  require  this  voyage,  circumstances 
would  have  induced  me  to  undertake  it,  because  I  perceive  how 
important  it  is  for  the  common  cause,  that  in  the  present  situation  of 
affairs,  those  men  alone  who  are  informed  of  the  actual  state  of 
things  and  opinions  in  America,  and  who  enjoy  an  unlimited  confi- 
dence, should  be  employed  in  this  negociation. 

Besides,  sir,  as  I  must  presume  from  the  wisdom  of  Congress, 
that  they  have  made  the  same  reflections,  that  they  have  fixed,  or 
will  fix,  the  choice  of  their  Minister  or  Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  in 
consequence  of  what  they  must  also  have  felt,  that  the  only  way  of 
proceeding  is  to  choose  persons,  who  should  enjoy  the  fullest  confi- 
dence of  the  allied  or  friendly  Courts,  and  to  furnish  them  with  the 
fullest  and  most  extensive  powers.  In  this  case  it  will,  in  my  opinion, 
be  proper  that  I  should  depart  with  one  or  more  of  your  Ministers, 
and  it  is  an  additional  motive  for  urging  this  whole  arrangement, 
with  v/hich  your  own  interest  inspires  me,  by  increasing  my  eager- 
ness to  go  where  I  shall  think  myself  happy  to  announce  that  union 
and  unanimity  prevail  in  America. 

Moreover,  sir,  I  request  you  to  inform  me  in  what  manner  Con- 
gress will  judge  proper  that  I  should  take  my  leave,  with  regard  to 
the  secrecy,  which  I  endeavor  to  keep  as  to  my  speedy  departure. 
I  also  flatter  myself,  that  if  they  shall  think  proper  to  give  me  any 
commission,  they  will  rely  upon  my  carrying  into  France  the  same 
zeal  for  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  common  cause, 
of  which  I  have  sought  to  give  proofs  during  my  residence  in 
America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  GERARD 


TO  THE  PIIESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Mount  Pleasant,  April  6th,  1779. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  of  sending  you   the  abstract  of  news  which  I 
have  just  received  from  Martinique.     It  is  not  very  interesting,  but 
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it  will  at  least  make  known  the  present  state  of  things.     I  send  at 

the  same  time  a  paper  relative  to  a  financial  operation  which  has 

been  performed  in  France.     I  request  you  to  send  it  back  to  me 

again,  and  to  accept  the  sentiments  of  respect  with  which  I  have  the 

honor  to  be,  sir,  he, 

GERARD. 


Abstract  of  several  Letters  dated  Martinique,  February  2oth. 

"  The  King's  vessels,  Robuste  of  seventy-four  guns,  commanded 
by  the  Count  de  Grasse,  commander  of  the  squadron  ;  Magnifique 
of  seventy-four,  by  M.  de  Branche  ;  Dauphin  Royal  of  seventy,  by 
M.  de  Mitton  ;  and  Vengeur  of  sixty-four,  by  M.  de  Retz,  having 
sailed  from  Brest  the  14th  of  January,  arrived  at  Fort  Royal  the 
20th  of  this  month.  They  had  on  board  the  second  field  regiment, 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  recruits,  and  a  company  of  miners." 

3Iarch  6th.  "  We  learn  that  Admiral  Byron  has  on  his  part  also 
received  a  reinforcement,  but  we  do  not  know  the  force  of  it.  He 
has  not  yet  undertaken  any  operation.  He  has  only  twice  sailed  out 
with  some  ships,  but  he  returned  the  day  after.  It  is  true  that  he 
has  not  troops  enough  to  make  conquests  and  to  preserve  them. 
Sickness  continues  to  make  great  ravages  among  those  that  are  at 
St.  Lucia." 

March  9th.  "The  convoy  from  France,  so  much  wished  for,  has 
just  arrived,  attended  by  many  vessels. 

The  Islands  of  St.  Martin  and  St.  Bartholomew,  which  the  English 
had  taken  from  us,  have  just  been  retaken,  without  much  exertion, 
by  three  of  our  frigates,  and  an  end  put  to  the  triumph  which  our 
enemies  had  reaped  from  this  easy  conquest. 

"  M.  de  Kersin,  the  lieutenant  of  the  ship,  took  two  prizes  last 
week ;  one  a  merchant  store-ship  called  Eliza,  armed  with  twenty- 
eight  twelve-pounders.  Her  crew  consisted  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  men,  and  her  cargo  of  provisions  and  sails  to  the  value  of 
twenty-five  thousand  livres.  The  store-ship  was  sheathed  with 
copper.  The  other  is  a  privateer  of  eighteen  guns,  and  with  a  crew 
of  seventy-six  men.  Some  American  privateers  have  sent  here  two 
prizes  coming  from  Halifax,  loaded  with  fish  and  boards.  The 
Minerva  has  also  carried  to  Cape  Francois  another  English  frigate 
of  twenty-four  guns.     The  ability  of  the  Captain  saved  her  from 
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the  danger  of  being  taken  by  a  sliip-of-war  and  three  frigates,  by 
which  she  had  been  surprised  in  a  calm." 

Baltimore,  April  2d.  "The  Captain  of  a  sloop,  which  has 
arrived  in  twenty-two  days  from  Martinique,  reports  that  sickness 
had  made  dreadful  ravages  in  the  English  army  and  fleet  at  St. 
Lucia,  that  the  two  squadrons  are  supposed  to  be  nearly  equal  in 
force,  that  the  French  frigates  are  constantly  at  sea,  often  engaging 
with  the  English,  that  one  of  the  former  has  taken  the  frigate  Liver- 
pool, of  twenty-six  guns,  that  in  other  respects  the  situation  of  the 
French  is  entirely  satisfactory  to  them,  and  that  they  appear  to  be 
unconcerned  with  regard  to  the  success  of  the  operations  which 
Admiral  Byron  intends  to  undertake." 

Martinique,  March  I4th.  "  We  learn  from  France,  that  news 
has  been  received  by  Portuguese  vessels  returned  from  India  that 
the  English  commenced  hostilities  against  the  French  in  the  month 
of  April.  A  ship-of-war  and  a  frigate  attacked  at  that  time  the 
Brilliant  of  seventy-four  guns,  commanded  by  M.  de  Tronjoly,  who 
repelled  the  attack.  We  learn,  also,  that  they  are  making  great 
exertions  for  the  repair  and  arming  of  a  force  of  forty -five  privateers, 
which  the  royal  navy  has  taken  from  the  English,  and  that  the 
greater  part  of  these  vessels  will  in  a  short  time  be  ready  to  sail." 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philatleltjhia,  April  24th,  1779. 
Sir, 
Although  the  undersigned  is  not  invested  with  any  power  on  the 
part  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  he  hopes  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  knowing  the  closeness  of  the  union 
subsisting  between  his  Catholic  and  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  will 
not  be  surprised  if  the  Minister  of  France  has  the  honor  to  submit  to 
them  the  representations  which  two  captains  of  Spanish  vessels  have 
made  to  Don  Juan  de  Miralles.  The  facts  on  which  these  repre- 
sentations rest  are  contained  in  the  annexed  memorial,  being  taken 
from  the  letters  of  the  captains.  In  a  short  time  the  proceedings,  and 
the  act  of  appeal  relating  to  one  of  the  Spanish  ships  whose  cargo  has 
been  confiscated,  will  be  laid  before  Congress,  as  well  as  the  papers 
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relating  to  the  second  ship,  if  this  suffers  the  same  fate,  in  order  to 
implore  the  justice  of  Congress.  Meanwhile,  it  has  been  thought 
proper  to  communicate  the  facts  to  Congress,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  pleased  previously  to  examine  this  affair,  on  which  we  are 
persuaded  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  bestow  the  greater  attention 
as  it  involves  the  observance  of  a  law  generally  adopted  by  commer- 
cial nations  for  the  maintenance  of  the  public  security  upon  the  sea, 
as  well  as  of  the  right  of  neutrality,  which  affects  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  as  much  and  more  than  those  of  any  other  nation,  and 
in  order  not  to  give  just  cause  of  discontent  to  a  Power  like  Spain, 
by  violating  the  immunity  and  dignity  of  her  flag,  and  by  depriving 
her  subjects  of  their  property  without  cause  or  pretext. 

GERARD. 


Memorial  respecting  two  Spanish  Vessels. 
Translation. 

Memorial  or  relation  of  the  injury  sustained  by  two  captains  of 
Spanish  merchantmen  which  had  sailed,  the  one  from  the  river  of 
London,  loaded  with  merchandise  for  Cadiz,  on  the  account  and  at 
the  risk  of  Spanish  merchants  ;  and  the  other  from  the  port  of  Cadiz, 
loaded  with  wines,  fruits,  cochineal,  and  other  articles,  of  the  growth 
of  the  Spanish  territory,  belonging  also  to  Spaniards,  bound  for 
London.  These  two  vessels  were  stopped  by  two  different  priva- 
teers, carrying  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  brought, 
the  one  to  Newbury,  and  the  other  to  Beverly,  and  then,  on  the 
demand  of  the  owners  of  the  privateer,  the  cargo  of  one  of  them  was 
declared  a  lawful  prize  at  Boston,  the  28th  of  last  March.  They 
were  on  the  point  of  passing  sentence  on  the  other  at  the  same  place, 
and  not  doubting  that  it  will  suffer  the  same  fate  as .  the  first, 
according  to  the  letters  written  by  the  said  captains  from  the  said 
port  of  Boston  to  Don  Juan  de  Miralles,  one  of  which  is  without 
date,  and  the  other  bearing  date  of  the  3d  of  this  month,  he  has  the 
honor  to  impart  their  contents  to  his  Excellency  M.  Gerard,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  tlie  Court  of  France  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  requesting  him  to  have  the  goodness  to  lay  the  information 
before  the  honorable  Congress  of  the  said  States,  in  order  to  obtain 
all  the  satisfaction  due  to  the  honor  of  the  flas  of  his  Catholic 
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Majesty,  his  master,  in  conformity  to  the  tenor  of  articles  14th,  15th, 
25th,  and  26th  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce  between  his 
Most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  said  States  of  America,  signed  the 
6th  of  February,  1778.  He  asks  also  for  the  punishment  of  the 
infringers  of  the  treaty  or  captors,  and  requests  that  the  judges  may 
be  punished,  who  have  unjustly  condemned  and  sentenced  as  a 
lawful  prize  the  said  cargo  ;  and  provided  that  the  other  vessel  has 
met  with  the  same  fate,  to  sentence  them  to  the  payment  of  all  the 
indemnities,  expenses,  damages,  and  losses  resulting  from  the  injury 
sustained  by  the  said  vessels,  and  the  interruption  of  their  voyages, 
besides  the  injury  which  this  occasions  to  the  proprietors  of  the  same; 
and  this,  seeing  that  at  the  time  in  which  they  were  stopped,  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Spain  was  at  peace  with  all  the  Powers  of 
Europe,  and  consequently  had  no  enemy  to  fear;  whereas  it  is 
possible  that  since  that  time  the  state  of  peace  between  the  Court  of 
Spain  and  other  Powers  may  have  changed,  or  will  change,  before 
the  said  Spanish  vessels  can  perform  the  voyages  for  which  they 
were  designed ;  and  also  the  decay  of  the  vessels  and  of  the  mer- 
chandise with  which  they  were  loaded,  and  the  great  risk  offered  by 
a  voyage  from  this  continent  to  any  European  port,  &c.,  &c.,  to 
wit: 

Captain  Joseph  Llanos,  by  his  letter  without  date,  (although  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  it  comes  from  Boston)  says  that  he  sailed  from 
London  with  his  vessel,  (without  mentioning  its  name,)  belonging  to 
Don  Philip  Aguixxe  de  San  Fadder,  loaded  with  merchandise  for 
Cadiz,  amounting  to  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  current  piastres, 
and  that  in  the  course  of  his  voyage  he  was  stopped  by  a  privateer 
schooner  of  Newbury,  called  the  success,  Felix  Trask,  captain, 
belonging  to  Nathaniel  Tracy,  of  said  Newbury,  and  forcibly  brought 
to  this  place,  notwithstanding  that  he  assured  the  said  captain 
Tracy  that  the  cargo  belonged  entirely  to  Spaniards,  and  that  he 
was  convinced  of  it  by  the  bills  of  laden  found  on  board,  notwith- 
standing which,  that  the  said  cargo  has  been  sentenced  as  a  lawful 
prize,  although  the  papers  exhibit  no  fraud,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
process,  which  is  copied  in  order  to  be  presented  to  the  honorable 
Congress,  to  which  appeal  is  made. 

The  captains  claim  the  protection  of  the  honorable  Congress,  that 
of  his  Excellency  M.  Gerard,  and  that  of  Don  Juan  de  Miralles  ; 
the  navigation   of  the  Spanish   being   very  much   injured    by    the 
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privateers  of  this  continent,  there  being  three  vessels  belonging  to 
this  nation  in  the  same  situation  as  the  above,  brought  in  by  different 
privateers.  These  three  vessels  also  propose  to  appeal  to  the  honor- 
able Congress,  and  are  resolved  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  Spanish. 
Captain  Joachin  Garcia  de  Luca,  commander  of  a  Spanish  ship 
with  three  masts,  her  crew  Spanish,  says,  in  his  letter  dated  at  Bos- 
ton, the  3d  of  the  present  month,  that  he  sailed  from  Cadiz  for 
London,  loaded  with  wines,  oils,  cochineal,  and  fruits,  on  the  account 
and  at  the  risk  of  Spaniards,  and  that  he  was  stopped,  on  the  21st 
of  December,  1778,  when  pursuing  his  voyage,  by  a  privateer 
frigate,  with  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of  America,  which  brought 
him  to  Beverly  ;  that  having  learned  that  the  owners  of  the  said 
privateer  were  desirous  that  the  cargo  of  the  Spanish  vessel  should 
be  confiscated,  he  went  to  Boston,  where  the  court  of  justice  sits, 
before  which  he  appeared  on  the  2d  of  the  current  month,  not 
knowing  at  that  time  but  he  should  meet  with  the  same  fate  which 
his  friend  Don  Joseph  de  Llanos  has  suffered  with  regard  to  his 
cargo,  which  was  condemned  on  the  28th  of  last  March. 

I,  Don  Juan  de  Miralles,  truly  certify  that  the  above  was 
extracted  from  the  letters  which  the  Spanish  captains,  Don  Joseph 
de  Llanos  and  Joachin  Garcia  de  Luca,  wrote  to  me,  and  which  I 
received  on  the  19th  current,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

DON  JUAN  DE  MIRALLES. 

Philadelphia,  April  21,  1778. 

O 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  May  3d,  1779. 
Sir, 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  learnt  by  despatches 
from  his  Court,  under  date  of  the  25th  of  December,  that  the  nego- 
ciation  which  has  been  the  subject  of  the  overtures  which  the  said 
Minister  has  had  the  honor  to  make  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America  for  nearly  three  months,  continues,  and 
that  his  said  Court  earnestly  desires  that  Congress  would  be  pleased 
to  take  prompt  measures  to  take  part  in  the  said  negociation  as  soon 
as  circumstances  shall  have  brought  it  to  its  proper  state  of  advance- 
ment, which  may  happen  at  any  moment.  GERARD. 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

May  4th,  1779. 

"The  Ministyr  of  France  delivered  to  the  President  a  letter  from 
the  King  of  France,  with  the  following  note." 

The  custom  in  Holland  for  sending  to  the  States-General  the 
letters  by  which  the  King  notifies  them  of  marriages  or  births,  is  to 
give  them  to  the  President  of  the  week,  who  then  goes  to  the  house 
of  the  Ambassador  or  Minister  of  the  King,  to  compliment  him  in 
the  name  of  the  States-General  upon  the  event  which  forms  the 
subject  of  the  letters  of  notification.  CFRARD 


FROM  THE  KING  OF  FRANCE  TO  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Very  dear  and  great  Friends  and  Allies, 

We  do  not  delay  informing  you  of  the  birth  of  the  Princess,  to 
whom  the  Queen,  our  very  dear  consort,  has  just  happily  given  birth. 
Our  confidence  in  your  friendship  does  not  permit  us  to  doubt  your 
interest  in  this  event,  nor  your  participation  in  the  satisfaction  which 
we  derive  from  this  first  fruit  of  the  divine  blessing  on  our  marriage. 

The  interest  that  we  take  in  the  prosperity  of  your  Republic  is 
our  warrant  for  the  pleasure  which  we  have  in  repeating  to  you  the 
assurances  of  our  esteem  and  of  our  constant  affection.  Moreover, 
we  pray  God,  that  he  may  keep  you,  very  dear  and  great  friends 
and  allies,  under  his  holy  and  worthy  protection.  j  OTTTS 

Written  at  Versailles,  December  19th,  1778. 


"  This  letter  being  read,  the  President,  with  a  committee  consisting 
of  one  member  from  each  State,  was  immediately  to  wait  upon  the 
B'linister,  and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  to  congratulate  him 
upon  the  birth  of  the  Princess.  A  committee  was  also  appointed 
to  prepare  the  draft  of  an  answer  to  his  Majesty's  letter." 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  May  6lh,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  anxiety  of  the  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
France,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  most  perfect  harmony,  and  the 
care  which  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  alliance  to  establish  such  a  confidence  as  can  alone 
maintain  it  and  conduce  to  its  prosperity,  do  not  allow  him  to 
conceal  from  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  perplexity  under 
which  he  labors  with  regard  to  informing  his  Court  of  the  delays 
which  the  negociation,  commenced  in  the  month  of  February  last, 
meets  with.  It  must  be  allowed  that  no  affair  so  important  and  so 
pressing  ever  experienced  so  much  delay ;  and  the  undersigned 
declares  that  he  can  see  no  reason  for  warning  France  and  Spain 
against  the  sinister  interpretations  with  which  attempts  are  made  to 
inspire  them  in  regard  to  this  conduct.  The  zeal  and  the  good  will 
of  the  petitioner  do  not  suggest  to  him  any  other  expedient  than  that 
of  requesting  Congress  to  approve  of  his  having  the  honor  of 
imparting  to  them,  as  he  now  does,  his  perplexity  and  embarrass- 
ment. 

He  adds  that  the  Court  of  France  has  received  intelligence  that 
England  was  resolved  to  send  a  considerable  reinforcement  of  troops 
to  the  continent  of  North  America,  and  to  carry  on  the  war  there 
with  all  possible  vigor,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  conquest  of  America 
at  the  same  time  by  force  and  by  intrigue.  The  King,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  attention  to  whatever  may  concern  the  security  and  the 
happiness  of  his  allies,  has  ordered  his  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to 
communicate  this  intelligence  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  perform  this  commission  by  the 
present  note.  He  believes  that  he  should  add  that  his  Majesty, 
adhering  scrupulously  to  the  spirit  and  principles  of  the  alliance, 
which  has  the  independence  of  the  United  States  as  an  essential 
object,  is  always  resolved  to  assist  America  by  all  the  means  that 
the  resources  of  his  kingdom  and  the  general  state  of  affairs  will 
permit  him  successively  to  devote  to  this  grand  object,  without  being 
turned  from  it  by  the  idea  of  any  conquest  for  himself. 
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It  is  in  consequence  of  these  same  dispositions  and  of  this  same 
disinterestedness  that  his  Majesty,  although  he  has  made  no  engage- 
ment to  furnish  supphes  of  money  to  the  United  States,  and  although 
the  active  and  direct  war  which  he  is  carrying  on  against  the  common 
enemy  absorbs  his  resources,  and  ought  to  exempt  him  from  all 
accessory  and  entirely  voluntary  expenses,  is  desirous  to  contribute 
to  the  reestablishment  of  the  American  finances,  so  far  as  his  own 
necessities  allow  him  to  do  so.  He  has  thought  that  he  should  partly 
fulfil  this  object  by  securing  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  loans 
which  have  been  stipulated  to  be  paid  in  France,  presuming  that  the 
credit  of  one  of  the  public  funds  of  the  States  would  effectually 
contribute  to  t!ie  support  of  the  others  and  to  the  success  of  the 
measures  which  the  wisdom  of  Congress  may  adopt  on  this  subject. 
A  society  of  bankers,  established  under  the  authority  of  the  King, 
has  consequently  taken  upon  itself  to  make  the  necessary  advances, 
in  the  form  of  a  loan  made  to  America.  The  undersigned  has  not 
yet  received  the  exact  details  of  this  arrangement,  but  he  will  have 
the  honor  of  communicating  them  so  soon  as  he  shall  receive 
them. 

The  confidence  which  the  King  places  in  the  reciprocal  attach- 
ment of  the  United  Slates  of  America  to  the  alliance,  can  alone 
induce  him  to  determine  upon  proceedings  which  are  useful  only  to 
America,  burdensome  to  France,  and  destitute  of  all  advantage  for 
her.  His  IMajesty  hopes  to  receive  reciprocal  proofs  of  these  senti- 
ments and  feelings,  but  he  neither  demands  nor  expects  any  thing  for 
himself  on  the  part  of  Congress.  He  only  desires  that  the  States 
should  employ  all  their  resources  at  their  disposal,  in  order  to  provide 
for  their  own  security  and  tranquillity.  PFR  ARD 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  May  9th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  having   thought  it   his 

duty  to  take  upon  himself  to  inform  the  Count  d'Estaing  of  the 
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desire  which  Congress  had  expressed  to  him  that  the  King's  squad- 
ron should  come  to  the  assistance  of  Georgia,  this  Vice-Admiral  has 
just  rephed  that  the  superiority  of  the  enemy  in  the  islands  had  not 
till  this  time  permitted  him  to  leave  those  latitudes  ;  but  that  in 
consequence  of  the  intentions  of  his  Majesty,  which  are  to  grant  to 
the  United  States,  his  allies,  all  the  assistance  compatible  with  the 
security  of  his  own  possessions  and  with  the  general  position  of 
affairs,  he  proposes  to  sail  immediately  to  the  southern  coasts  of  the 
States,  and  to  exert  himself  for  the  deliverance  of  Georgia  and  the 
preservation  of  the  Carolinas.  From  thence  the  King's  squadron 
will  sail  to  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  and  its  further  operations 
will  depend  upon  the  agreement  that  shall  be  made  between  Con- 
gress and  the  commander  of  his  Majesty's  forces,  and  will  be  calcu- 
lated for  the  greatest  advantage  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  has  no  doubt  that  this  new  proof  of  his  Majesty's 
generous  and  disinterested  friendship  strengthens  the  confidence  with 
which  these  engagements  and  his  conduct  must  have  inspired  the 
governments  and  people  of  America.  Facts  so  evident  will  serve, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  confound  those  ill-disposed  men  who,  by  silent 
and  clandestine  insinuations,  destitute  of  all  proof  and  of  all  })roba- 
bility,  directed  solely  by  private  views,  and  evidently  opposed  to  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  confederated  Republic,  seek  to  sow 
distrusts  and  jealousies,  of  which  the  common  enemy  alone  can  reap 
the  advantage. 

The  undersigned  must  add  to  the  details  above  given  that  it  is 
impossible  for  the  Count  d'Estaing  to  carry  provisions  from  Marti- 
nique sufficient  for  the  campaign  which  he  proposes  to  make  in  the 
seas  of  North  America.  He  hopes  that  Congress  will  be  pleased  to 
give  the  most  precise  and  effectual  orders  for  their  being  got  in 
readiness  and  placed  on  the  coast,  so  that  the  squadron  may  easily 
take  them  on  board.  The  undersigned  Minister  hopes  that  Congress 
will  be  pleased  to  inform  him  successively  of  what  shall  be  done  on 
this  subject,  since  the  said  Minister  must  be  personally  responsible 
for  these  measures,  the  failure  of  which  would  expose  to  the  greatest 
misfortunes  the  forces  which  the  King  has  destined  to  bring  direct 
and  immediate  assistance  to  the  United  States,  although  his  engage- 
ments, which  he  will  always  scrupulously  fulfil,  do  not  impose  this 
duty  on  him.  GERARD. 

Vol.  v.— 38 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelpliia,  May9ih,  1779. 
Sir, 

When  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates  did  me  the  honor  to  ask 
my  concurrence  in  inducing  the  Count  d'Estaing  to  assist  Georgia, 
I  asserted  that  this  Vice-Admiral,  in  conformity  with  the  intentions 
of  the  King,  would  do  all  that  circumstances  should  permit.  I 
proposed  at  the  same  time  the  means  of  proceeding  in  the  execution 
of  this  plan  ;  but  Congress  observed  an  entire  silence,  and  did  not 
deign  to  inform  me  of  their  resolution.  It  was  only  through  a 
public  channel  that  I  learned  that  the  plan  was  abandoned  ;  but 
my  zeal  having  led  me  to  write  previously  to  the  Count  d'Estaing, 
and  having  received  the  answer  of  this  Vice-Admiral,  I  do  not 
think,  sir,  that  the  interest  of  the  alliance  and  of  the  United  States 
allows  me  to  act  according  to  the  presumed  negative  resolution  of 
Congress,  and  I  request  you,  consequently,  to  submit  to  that  body 
the  annexed  memorial.* 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  esteem,  sir,  your  humble 
and  most  obedient  servant,  GERARD. 

TO  THE   PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  May  19lh,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  to  you  a  note  of  Don  Juan  de 
Miralles,  concerning  the  Spanish  ships  carried  into  New  England, 
and  beg  you  to  lay  it  before  Congress,  and  to  represent  to  them  that 
there  is  reason  to  fear,  if  the  appeal  which  the  council  of  Boston 
has  reserved  to  itself  should  be  decided  before  any  measures  be 
taken  by  Congress,  the  ships  and  merchandise  will  be  sold  to  the 
irreparable  loss  of  the  Spaniards. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  greatest  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant,  GERARD. 


This  memorial  is  missing. 
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Memorial. 
Translation. 

Don  Juan  de  Miralles,  who,  under  date  of  the  21st  of  April  last, 
had  the  honor  to  present  a  memorial  to  his  Excellency  M.  Gerard, 
?.Iinister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Court  of  France  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  inform  him  of  the  proceedings  of  different 
privateers,  with  the  flag  of  the  said  United  States,  against  three 
vessels  lawfully  provided  with  the  Spanish  flag,  which  had  sailed, 
one  of  them  from  London  for  Cadiz,  and  the  two  others  from  Cadiz 
for  England,  loaded  with  merchandise  belonging,  as  well  as  the  said 
vessels,  to  subjects  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  his  master,  which  have 
been  carried  into  different  ports  of  New  England,  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts,  and  that  the  respective 
indictments  have  been  drawn  against  them  before  the  Court  of 
Admiralty  of  the  city  of  Boston,  where  the  cargo  of  one  of  the  said 
vessels  which  sailed  from  London  has  been  condemned,  to  the  profit 
of  the  owners  and  crew  of  the  privateer  which  captured  her;  another 
of  the  said  vessels,  which  sailed  from  Cadiz,  has  also  been  con- 
demned, and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  third  has  suffered  or  will 
suffer  the  same  fate. 

Don  Joseph  de  Llanos,  captain  of  the  vessel  which  sailed  from 
London,  and  Don  Joachin  Garcia  de  Luca,  of  the  other  which 
sailed  from  Cadiz,  which,  as  has  been  said,  have  been  condemned, 
have  sent  me  an  express,  with  copies  of  the  said  proceedings,  which 
1  have  had  the  honor,  in  concurrence  with  the  said  M.  Gerard  and 
in  his  presence,  to  deliver  to  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the 
Honorable  Congress,  who  was  so  kind  as  to  receive  them,  and  to 
offer  to  lay  them  before  the  Honorable  Congress,  in  order  that  it 
may  take  into  consideration  an  affair  of  so  great  consequence,  and 
be  pleased  to  order  what  is  just,  as  well  as  it  regards  the  interest  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  vessels  and  cargoes,  as  the  honor  due  to  every 
neutral  flag,  and  particularly  to  that  of  his  Catholic  Majesty. 

Having  learnt,  that  considering  that  the  said  court  of  Boston  has 
not  agreed  to  grant  to  the  said  condemned  captains  the  appeal 
which  they  have  made  from  their  sentences  to  the  said  Honorable 
Congress,  and  which  has  only  been  referred  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  said  Province  of  Massachusetts,  they  are  to  judge  the  said 
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indictment  definitively,  in  the  last  resort,  and  that  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  first  sentences  pronounced  by  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of 
Boston  will  be  confirmed  ;  the  said  Don  Juan  de  Miralles  earnestly 
requests  his  Excellency,  the  said  M.  Gerard,  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  interpose  his  influence  and  his  mediation  with  the  said 
Honorable  Congress,  in  order  that  it  may  have  the  goodness  to  pass 
a  resolution  ordering  the  said  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts,  and 
every  other  tribunal,  to  suspend  every  proceeding  and  determination 
with  regard  to  the  aforesaid  three  Spanish  vessels  and  their  cargoes, 
until  the  said  Honorable  Congress  shall  have  decided  definitively  on 
this  affair,  and  that  this  may  be  done  soon,  so  that  the  order  which 
it  may  be  pleased  to  give  may  arrive  at  Boston  before  the  said  5th 
of  June  next,  which  is  the  time  at  which  the  said  causes  are  to 
be  judged  definitively  and  in  the  last  resort. 

JUAN  DE  MIRALLES. 

Philadelphia,  May  18th,  1779. 


The  foregoing  letter  from  the  Minister  of  France,  together  with 
that  of  Don  Juan  de  Miralles,  was  referred  to  Mr.  Burke,  Mr. 
Duane,  and  Mr.  Lovell,  who  on  the  22d  delivered  in  a  report,  and 
thereupon  Congress  passed  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  passed  the  6th  day 
of  March  last,  relative  to  the  control  of  Congress  by  appeal  in  the 
last  resort,  over  all  jurisdictions  for  deciding  the  legality  of  captures 
on  the  high  seas,  be  immediately  transmitted  to  the  several  States, 
and  that  they  be  respectively  requested  to  take  effectual  measures 
for  conforming  therewith. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  letter  be  written  to  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  France,  and  signed  by  the  President  : 

"Sir, 
'■'  Congress  having  taken  into  consideration  your  letter  of  the  19th 
of  this  month,  I  am  directed  to  assure  you  that  as  soon  as  the  matter 
shall  in  due  course  come  before  them  they  will  attend  very  particu- 
larly to  the  cases  of  the  vessels  stated  in  the  note  from  Don  Juan  de 
Miralles  to  have  been  sailing  under  the  flag  of  his  Catholic  Majesty, 
and  captured  by  armed  vessels  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  they  will  cause  the  law  of  nations  to  be  most  strictly 
observed ;  that  if  it  shall  be  found,  after  due  trial,  that  the  owners 
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of  the  captured  vessels  have  suffered  damage  from  the  misapprehen- 
sion or  violation  of  the  rights  of  ivar  and  neutrality,  Congress  will 
cause  reparation  to  be  made  in  such  a  manner  as  to  do  ample  justice 
and  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  Spanish  flag.  That  Congress  have 
every  possible  disposition  to  cultivate  the  most  perfect  harmony  with 
his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  to  encourage  the  most  liberal  and  friendly 
intercourse  between  his  subjects  and  the  citizens  of  these  United 
States.  But  they  cannot,  consistently  with  the  powers  entrusted  to 
them,  and  the  rights  of  the  States  and  of  individuals,  in  any  case 
suspend  or  interrupt  the  ordinary  course  of  justice." 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  May  22d,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  not  having  been  hitherto 
informed  by  Congress  of  the  result  of  their  deliberations  upon  the 
important  overtures  which  have  formed,  for  more  than  three  months, 
the  constant  subject  of  his  representations,  has  reason  to  presume 
that  the  resolutions  relative  to  them  have  not  yet  been  passed. 
Delays,  so  long  and  so  unnatural,  in  a  matter  so  clear,  and  in  a 
juncture  which  requires  so  much  celerity,  and  which  so  essentially 
concerns  the  United  States,  have  rendered  the  undersigned  appre- 
hensive lest  some  doubt  had  arisen,  either  as  to  the  main  point  of 
the  matter,  or  as  to  the  manner  of  proceeding,  or  as  to  the  disposi- 
tions and  views  of  the  King ;  and  as  the  said  Minister  is  instructed 
to  conceal  from  Congress  nothing  that  can  be  useful  to  the  interests 
of  the  United  States,  he  asks  permission  to  submit  to  them  the 
summary  of  the  most  essential  things  which  seemed  to  him  to  deserve 
attention  in  the  further  course  of  its  deliberations. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  direct  and  essential  object  of  the  alliance 
which  subsists  between  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United 
States  is  to  maintain  effectually  the  liberty,  the  sovereignty,  and  the 
independence,  absolute  and  unlimited,  of  the  said  States,  as  well 
ivith  respect  to  government  as  to  commerce,  and,  consequently,  the 
territorial  rights  belonging  to  sovereignty.  To  this  object  all  the 
efforts  and  proceedings  of  the  King  are  constantly  tending.     It  is  in 
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order  to  attain  it,  and  to  procure  for  the  people  of  America  the 
power  of  this  valuable  independence,  and  the  cessation  of  the  evils 
and  dangers  under  which  an  active  and  obstinate  war  makes  them 
groan,  that  his  Majesty  has  undertaken  a  difficult  and  expensive  war 
against  England,  without  any  view  of  personal  interest,  and  even 
with  the  refusal  of  the  advantages  which  the  United  States  appeared 
ready  to  grant  him.  He  has  already  given  brilliant  proofs  that  his 
friendship  does  not  confine  itself  to  the  mere  fulfilment  of  his 
engagements.  He  is  in  fact  disposed  to  give  to  the  United  States  all 
the  assistance  compatible  with  the  situation  of  his  own  affairs,  and 
with  the  general  state  of  things,  and  he  regards  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  as  his  own  in  every  thing  that  relates  to  the  object  of 
the  alliance,  and  that  is  conformable  to  the  invariable  principles  on 
which  his  reciprocal  connexions  with  the  United  States  are  founded. 
It  is  in  consequence  of  his  attention  to  execute  literally  the  treaty  of 
alliance  that  he  has  not  lost  a  moment  in  informing  Congress  of  the 
overtures  relative  to  the  projected  pacification,  in  entreating  them  to 
take  without  delay  that  part  in  this  negociation  which  the  dignity 
and  interests  of  the  United  States  require.  He  has  moreover  repeated 
to  Congress  the  promise  that  he  would  not  treat  with  the  common 
enemy,  without  making  it  a  primary  and  essential  condition  that  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  should  be  acknowledged,  con- 
formably to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  alliance.  His  Majesty 
has  at  the  same  time  ordered  his  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  lay 
before  Congress  some  considerations  relative  to  the  state  of  affairs, 
and  particularly  to  observe  to  them  that  the  alliance,  unless  victo- 
rious, cannot  dictate  terms  to  the  common  enemy.  The  undersigned 
has  executed  these  orders,  either  verbally  or  in  writing. 

It  is  evident,  then,  that  his  Majesty  desires  only  the  tranquillity 
and  prosperity  of  America  upon  the  foundation  of  an  honorable  and 
firm  peace,  conformable  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  alliance. 
He  rejects  every  idea  of  conquest  and  acquisition  of  territory  for 
himself.  In  order  promptly  to  attain  this  advantageous  object,  and 
to  fulfil  his  engagements,  he  is  disposed  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
viaor,  if  the  common  enemy  refuses  the  pacific  system,  which  his 
Majesty  has  announced  to  the  whole  v.'orld,  and  which  the  United 
States  adopted  on  signing  the  alliance.  But  in  case  that  the  perse- 
verance of  the  Court  of  London  in  the  desire  to  subdue  or  to  conquer 
America,  should  prolong  the  calamities  of  the  war,  his  Majesty  will 
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consider  himself  at  liberty  to  concert  with  the  United  States  all  the 
further  measures  adapted  to  this  new  order  of  things,  and  conform- 
ably to  the  mutual  interests  of  the  allies  and  of  the  common  cause. 
Jt  is  thus  that  the  King  fulfils,  and  proposes  to  fulfil,  the  duties 
resulting  from  Articles  1st  and  8th  of  the  treaty  of  alliance,  by 
urging,  on  one  side,  the  United  States  to  participate  in  the  negocia- 
tion  which  can  conduct  to  the  conclusion  of  a  truce  and  of  a  peace 
by  making  common  cause  with  the  said  States,  and  on  the  other 
side,  by  enabling  the  two  allies  mutually  to  assist  each  other  by  their 
good  offices,  their  councils,  and  their  forces,  as  circumstances  may 
require  ;  in  fine,  by  showing  his  perseverance,  conformably  to  Article 
8th,  in  the  resolution  not  to  lay  down  arms  till  independence  shall 
have  been  formally  or  tacitly  acknowledged.  But  as  this  last  stipu- 
lation limits  his  IMajesty's  engagements  on  this  subject  to  the  very 
time  of  this  acknowledgment,  if  England  immediately  agrees  to  this 
essential  condition,  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  will  have  fulfilled  all 
his  positive  and  direct  engagements  in  relation  to  the  conclusion  of 
peace. 

It  follows  fiom  these  observations, 

1st.  That  the  King  has  engaged  to  procure  for  the  United  States, 
by  means  of  arms,  the  acknowledgment  of  their  independence,  and 
that  his  Majesty  is  foithful  to  fulfil  this  obligation,  and  even  disposed 
to  lend  tliem  assistance,  to  which  he  is  not  obliged  by  the  treaty. 

2dly.  That  he  has  made  no  other  engagements  than  those  expressed 
in  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty. 

3dly.  That  the  United  States  have  neither  title  nor  right  to  require 
anything  more,  and  that,  if  they  wish  to  persuade  him  to  further 
engagements,  it  can  only  be  voluntary  on  his  part,  and  by  uniting 
reciprocal  counsels,  conformably  to  the  expression  of  Article  1st  of 
the  treaty,  and  as  is  proper  for  good  and  faithful  allies.  Even  in 
this  case,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  state  of  things  and  minds  in 
Europe,  or  to  judge  what  measures  the  important  care  of  maintaining 
his  reputation,  and  the  system  of  equity  and  moderation  which  he 
has  made  the  fundamental  principle  of  his  reign,  may  require  on  his 
.Majesty's  part.  These  considerations  seem  particularly  due  to  an 
ally,  when  he  has  contracted  gratuitous  obligations  without  any 
reciprocal  advantages. 

4thly.  By  uniting  the  expressions  of  Articles  11th  and  12th,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  success  of  the  war  beins  alone  able  to  fix  the 
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fate  of  empires,  it  has  been  found  impossible,  on  concluding  the 
treaty  of  alliance,  to  determine  the  possessions  that  the  United  States 
may  obtain  on  making  peace  ;  that,  consequently,  the  engagement 
of  France  can  only  be  conditional  and  eventual  on  this  subject ;  that 
she  is  not  now  held  to  any  particular  engagement  in  relation  to  these 
possessions,  whether  real  or  pretended ;  and  that  this  obligation  will 
not  commence  till  the  lime  in  which  the  possessions  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  fixed  by  the  cessation  of  the  war. 

Sthly.  In  fine,  it  is  indispensable  to  add  to  these  considerations 
that,  when  any  doubt  arises  as  to  the  expressions,  the  extent,  and  the 
application  of  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty,  the  laws  of  reason  and  of 
universal  justice,  as  well  as  the  rules  of  a  good  and  faithful  alliance, 
decide  that  an  ally  has  no  right  to  interpret  it  arbitrarily  and 
partially  ;  that  the  attempt  would  at  the  same  time  offend  the  dignity 
and  destroy  the  confidence  of  his  ally ;  that  neither  of  them  can  in 
fact  arrogate  to  himself  the  superiority  in  connexions  which  ought  to 
be  equal  and  reciprocal ;  that  it  is  only  by  a  friendly  explanation, 
by  a  formal  agreement,  that  these  doubts  can  be  removed,  and  the 
exact  meaning  of  treaties  determined  ;  that,  in  short,  this  method 
would  become  still  more  indispensable,  if  it  should  happen  that  the 
pretensions  of  one  of  the  parties  were  founded  only  upon  far-fetched 
inductions,  subject  to  discussion  and  contradiction,  and  would  tend 
to  alter  the  essential  and  fundamental  system  of  an  alliance. 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  is  fully  confident  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  knowing  the  laws  of  proceedings,  and 
the  respect  which  Sovereigns  mutually  owe  to  each  other,  will 
observe  them  in  their  conduct  towards  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  ; 
but  the  important,  critical,  and  pressing  juncture  in  which  the  affairs 
of  the  alliance  stand  at  the  present  moment,  imposes  on  the  under- 
signed Minister  the  sacred  duty  of  contributing,  as  much  as  lies  in 
his  power,  to  hasten  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  to  prevent  all 
mistakes  and  every  subject  of  misunderstanding,  to  preserve  the  most 
perfect  harmony  and  uniformity  of  views  and  sentiments  concerning 
the  accomplishment  of  the  advantageous  stipulations  of  the  alliance, 
and  thus  to  deceive  the  expectation  of  the  common  enemy,  who 
henceforth  founds  his  principal  hopes  on  the  divisions  which  he  is 
intent  upon  fomenting.  In  fine,  one  of  the  objects  of  this  memorial  is 
to  prove,  solemnly,  the  faithful  and  friendly  conduct  of  the  King  in 
this  juncture,  his  Majesty  hoping  that  the  knowledge  of  this  conduct 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  601 

will  confirm  the  governments  and  people  of  America  in  the  senti- 
ments of  confidence  which  the  proceedings  of  his  said  Majesty  have 
already  inspired.  It  is  only  by  thus  placing  before  the  eyes  of 
Congress  the  indubitable  principles  expressed  above,  that  the  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  France  thought  that  he  could  fulfil  his 
duties  to  the  King,  his  master,  and  to  the  alliance,  and  protect  from 
all  reproach  his  zeal  for  the  common  cause  between  France  and 
America. 

If  he  has  deceived  himself  in  his  conjectures  as  to  the  immediate 
and  apparent  utility  of  his  mode  of  proceeding,  he  begs  Congress  to 
accept  his  excuses  for  having  consumed  time  of  so  much  value,  and 
he  flatters  himself  that,  knowing  his  attachment  to  the  alliance  and 
to  the  United  States,  it  will  attribute  his  conduct  to  these  sentiments 

^'°"^-  GERARD. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  May  24th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  avail  myself  of  the  first  respite  which  my  sickness  allows  me,  to 
congratulate  you,  as  well  as  Congress,  upon  the  resolution  which  I 
am  assured  they  have  taken  in  relation  to  their  finances.  The 
execution  of  the  system  which  appeared  connected  with  this  first 
operation  of  a  tax,  will  show  to  your  friends  and  your  enemies  the 
extent  of  your  resources,  your  firmness,  and  your  ability  to  make  a 
suitable  and  efficacious  use  of  them.  The  eagerness  with  which  the 
people  seemed  to  expect  an  arrangement  of  this  kind,  gives  before- 
hand the  proof  of  their  favorable  dispositions  and  of  their  good  vc'ill. 
This  state  of  things,  sir,  cannot  but  strengthen  the  very  friendly 
intentions  of  the  King,  my  master,  by  the  confidence  with  which 
your  own  efforts,  and  the  displaying  of  the  resources  of  America,  will 
inspire  him  in  your  dispositions.  It  will  only  remain  for  you  to 
show  vigor  in  your  military  operations  in  order  to  destroy  the  hope 
entertained  by  the  common  enemy  of  conquering  America ;  then 
everything  will  inspire  us  with  the  hope  of  soon  seeing  the  happy 
day  dawn  in  which  America  will  enjoy  indeoendence,  together  with 
the  advantages  and  delights  of  peace.    Congress  has  received  all  the 
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possible  assurances  of  the  King  my  master's  desire  to  hasten  that 
moment,  and  he  is  convinced  that  Congress  will  place  no  obstacle 
in  the  way. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respectful  esteem,  sir,  your  humble 
and  most  obedient  servant,  GERARD 


3Iay  24th.  Information  being  given  to  Congress  of  some  outrages 
and  wanton  barbarities  committed  on  subjects  of  France  by  the 
enemy  on  their  landing  in  Virginia,  the  following  resolutions  were 
passed : 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  Congress  that  the  enemy,  at 
the  time  of,  and  since  their  landing  in  Virginia,  have  perpetrated  the 
most  unnecessary,  wanton,  and  outrageous  barbarities  on  divers  of 
the  citizens  of  that  State,  as  well  as  on  several  of  the  subjects  of  his 
Most  Christian  Majesty  residing  therein,  deliberately  putting  many 
of  them  to  death  in  cold  blood  after  they  had  surrendered,  abusing 
women,  and  desolating  the  country  with  fire — 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  cause 
diligent  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  truth  of  the  above  representa- 
tions, and  to  transmit  to  Congress  the  evidence  he  may  collect  on 
the  subject. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will  retaliate  for  cruelties  and  violations 
of  the  laws  of  nations  committed  in  these  States  against  the  subjects 
of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  in  like  manner  and  measure  as  if 
committed  against  citizens  of  the  said  States,  and  that  the  protection 
of  Congress  shall  be  on  all  occasions  equally  extended  to  both. 


TO  THE   PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  May  25th,  1779. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  with  the  most  lively  satisfaction  the  letter  with 
which  you  honored  me  on  the  24th  of  this  month,  as  well  as  the 
resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  same  date  which  accompanied  it,  and 
which  relate  to  the  atrocious  actions  committed  by  the  enemy's 
troops  in  Virginia,  which  violate  equally  the  laws  of  war  established 
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between  civilized  nations,  and  the  first  principles  of  humanity,  and 
attack  the  fonndations  of  all  human  society. 

The  whole  world  cannot  but  be  convinced  of  the  justice  of  the 
necessary  measures  to  which  the  conduct  of  the  common  enemy 
compels  Congress  to  have  recourse,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  put  an 
end  to  such  horrible  excesses. 

I  must  confine  myself  here,  sir,  to  requesting  you  to  place  before 
Congress  this  assurance  of  the  sensibility  with  which  the  King,  my 
master,  and  the  whole  French  nation  will  receive  the  strong  proof 
of  friendship,  union,  and  identity  of  feelings  and  interests  which  the 
United  States  give  in  declaring  that  they  will  make  no  distinction 
in  this  respect  between  their  own  subjects  and  those  of  their  ally. 
This  will  give  the  common  enemy  a  new  evidence  of  the  inviolability 
of  the  alliance  which  unites  the  two  nations,  and  will  afford  the 
French,  who  have  already  given  so  many  proofs  of  their  individual 
attachment  to  the  sentiments  of  the  alliance,  and  of  their  zeal  for 
the  United  States,  a  new  motive  of  encouragement.  By  thus 
increasing  more  and  more  the  connexions  and  the  mutual  confidence, 
the  means  of  braving  the  effects  of  the  ambition  and  the  revenge  of 
the  common  enemy  will  be  increased. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most 
humble  and  obedient  servant, 

GERARD. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  May  27th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  in  consequence  of  the 
sentiment  and  the  views  which  have  prompted  his  previous  repre- 
sentations, has  the  honor  to  observe  to  the  representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  that  independently 
of  the  principal  and  direct  interest  of  the  confederated  Republic  in 
the  overtures  of  pacification  which  the  undersigned  has  been  ordered 
to  make  to  Congress,  the  general  good  of  the  alliance  urges  with  all 
})ossible  earnestness  the  hastening  of  the  resolution  of  the  said 
States.     It  is,  in  fact,  only  by  enabling  the  Court  of  Spain  to  bring 
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its  mediation  to  its  critical  and  decisive  point  that  it  can  be  hoped 
that  this  Power,  convinced  of  the  injustice  of  the  views  and  of  the 
ambition  of  England,  will  join  the  alliance,  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States,  and  take  an  active  part  in  the  war. 
On  the  contrary,  by  delaying  without  communicating  to  the  parties 
interested  the  motives  which  induce  them  to  it,  the  States  will  be  in 
danger  of  fatiguing  this  power,  which  keeps  on  foot  the  forces  of  the 
whole  monarchy,  principally  with  a  view  to  give  respectability  to  a 
mediation  which  appears  to  be  neglected  ;  they  incur  the  risk  of 
cooling  the  good  will  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  perhaps  of  alien- 
ating him  as  much  by  delays,  as  if  resolutions,  contrary  to  the  system 
which  he  has  appeared  disposed  to  favor  by  his  mediation,  should 
give  him  lawful  reasons  for  changing  his  conduct. 

The  alliance  will  thus  be  deprived  of  a  decisive  support,  which 
the  goodness  of  its  cause,  the  wisdom  of  its  conduct,  and  the  close 
union  subsisting  between  France  and  Spain  seemed  to  promise  it. 
Moreover,  the  suspension  of  the  said  resolutions  operates  equally  in 
another  point  of  view,  in  a  manner  the  most  disadvantageous  for  the 
alliance  in  general,  and  for  France  in  particular.  On  the  one  side, 
in  fact,  the  expectation  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  necessarily 
infuses  into  plans  and  measures  an  uncertainty  injurious  to  the 
common  good,  and  if  the  Count  d'Estaing  does  not  carry  into  execu- 
tion the  plan  of  coming  upon  the  American  coast,  it  can  only  be 
altributSd  to  this  cause.  On  the  other  hand,  the  season  is  already 
so  far  advanced,  that  this  same  uncertainty,  by  destroying  the  hope 
of  seeing  Spain  declare  herself  during  the  course  of  the  present 
campaign,  leaves  France  alone  exposed  to  the  efforts  of  the  principal 
body  of  the  enemy's  forces. 

The  wisdom  of  Congress,  and  the  faithful  attachment  which  they 
show  on  every  occasion,  in  a  manner  as  conspicuous  as  it  is  satis- 
factory to  the  alliance,  and  the  respect  which  they  have  always 
expressed  for  Spain,  do  not  permit  a  doubt  as  to  the  attention  which 
they  will  be  pleased  to  give  to  considerations  of  such  importance. 
The  present  memorial  is  the  last  tribute  that  the  zeal  of  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  France  will  allow  him  to  consecrate  to  the  duty 
of  facilitating  and  accelerating,  as  much  as  lies  in  his  power,  the 
deliberations  of  Congress,  by  suggesting  considerations  which  might 

have  such  an  influence. 

GERARD. 
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June  22d.  A  memorial  from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
France  was  read,  accompanied  with  a  commission  given  by  him  to 
the  Sieur  de  St.  Hilaire,  appointing  him  Vice-Consul  for  the  port  of 
Alexandria,  in  Virginia. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Marine  Committee  to 
take  order  thereon. 

Another  memorial  from  the  Minister  was  received  and  read, 
accompanied  with  two  memorials  relative  to  violences,  of  which 
divers  subjects  of  his  Majesty  complain.  These  were  also  referred 
to  the  Marine  Committee. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  June  21st,  1779. 
Sir, 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  to  repre- 
'sent  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  that  the  daily 
experience  of  several  ports  of  the  continent  proves  how  prejudicial 
the  want  of  the  proper  regulations  for  maintaining  the  immunity  of 
the  flag,  which  is  the  foundation  of  a  free  commerce,  is  to  navigators, 
to  French  merchants,  and  even  to  the  interests  and  to  the  honor  of 
the  French  nation.  The  treaty  of  commerce  has  foreseen  this  state 
of  things,  and  has  expressed  the  wish  of  the  two  parties  to  remedy 
it.  The  undersigned  would  have  proposed  to  Congress,  some  time 
ago,  to  enter  upon  this  negociation,  had  he  not  perceived  that  their 
time  was  occupied  by  subjects  of  greater  importance;  but  as  the 
evil  increases  daily,  it  becomes  indispensable  and  urgent  to  provide 
a  remedy  for  it,  at  least  with  regard  to  the  most  pressing  subjects, 
and  by  provisional  regulations,  which  will  have  no  force  till  the 
contract  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  commerce  is  made. 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  consequently,  thinks  it  his  duty  to 
lay  before  Congress  the  annexed  plan,  and  to  propose  a  method 
which  seemed  to  him  calculated  to  effect  this  object. 

Several  States,  perceiving  the  inconveniences  of  the  present  uncer- 
tainty, seemed  disposed  to  provide  a  remedy  for  it  by  domestic  laws, 
but  the  undersigned  has  not  been  willing  to  urge  them,  without 
being  previously  informed  of  the  sentiments  of  Congress  on  this 
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subject.  He  consequently  requests  that  body  to  be  pleased  to  inform 
him  of  them,  and  if  they  think  proper  that  the  daily  complaints 
should  be  redressed  by  provisional  regulations,  while  waiting  till 
the  subject  shall  be  acted  upon  by  a  convention,  to  recommend 
this  matter  itself  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States.  The 
regulations  which  they  may  make  will  show  by  experience  whether 
they  are  calculated  to  effect  this  object.  They  will  throw  light  upon 
the  rules  observed  among  all  commercial  nations,  and  will  give  to 
the  United  States  in  general  an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  commerce  between  the  two  nations 
can  be  regulated,  according  to  the  principles  of  justice  and  equality, 
which  should  form  the  foundation  of  all  the  connexions  that  shall 
subsist  between  them,  and  according  to  the  principles  and  forms 
which  vary  in  different  States.  CFRARD 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  5th,  1779. 
Sir, 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  already  had  the 
honor  to  recommend  to  Congress  the  request  made  by  the  King's 
Navy  Agent  in  relation  to  the  expedition  of  the  ship  Defence,  loaded 
with  provisions  for  Cape  Francois.  He  renev/s  his  entreaties  by  the 
present  memorial.  The  quantity  of  provisions  on  board  this  vessel 
is  so  inconsiderable,  particularly  considering  the  abundance  of  old 
grain  which  we  see  now,  that  the  undersigned  hopes  that  Congress 
will  think  that  the  exportation  of  them  may  be  allowed,  without 
injury  to  the  service  of  the  army  or  of  the  public.  The  under- 
signed, however,  offers  to  have  these  same  provisions  received,  so  as 
to  be  deducted  from  the  quantity  promised  for  his  Majesty's  squadron, 
and  particularly  the  flour,  on  account  of  the  thousand  barrels,  to 
which  the  eighteen  thousand  promised  for  the  same  service  have 
been  reduced.  The  want  of  provisions  is  so  great  at  Cape  Francois, 
particularly  in  the  vessels  of  Count  d'Estaing's  squadron,  which  are 
stationed  there  to  protect  the  reciprocal  commerce,  that  tiie  said 
Minister  is  ready  to  subscribe  to  whatever  conditions  Congress  shall 
think  proper  to  impose  with  regard  to  this  expedition.     But  he 
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requests,  with  the  greatest  earnestness,  that  they  would  be  pleased 
not  to  defer  giving  a  positive  answer,  in  order  not  to  increase,  if  its 
decision  is  in  the  negative,  the  costs  and  expenses  which  the  King 
will  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  proprietors  and  fitters  out  of  the  said 
vessel. 

With  regard  to  its  destination,  the  undersigned  had  thought  that 
he  could  flatter  hinnself,  that  his  character  and  conduct  would  prevent 
the  doubts  which  a  member  of  Congress  has  communicated  in 
writing  to  the  King's  Navy  Agent.  Nevertheless,  as  so  weighty  a 
suspicion,  declared  in  so  serious  a  manner,  and  impeaching  the 
probity  and  fidelity  of  the  officers  of  the  King,  acting  immediately 
under  the  direction  of  the  said  Minister,  cannot  have  been  suggested 
to  Congress  without  important  reasons,  the  undersigned  entreats  and 
requests  them  to  be  pleased  to  cause  an  account  to  be  rendered  of 
the  reasons  of  his  suspicions,  and  of  the  facts  upon  which  they  may 
have  been  grounded.  The  undersigned  requests  further,  that  the 
result  of  this  verification  may  be  communicated  to  him,  in  order 
that  he  may  be  in  a  situation  to  take  the  further  part,  that  the 
dignity  of  the  King,  his  respect  for  Congress,  Jiis  regard  for  the 
])ublic  interest  of  America,  and  the  delicacy  which  ought  to  char- 
acterize the  conduct  of  every  public  man,  may  require. 

The  undersigned  makes  the  same  request,  and  for  the  same 
reasons,  with  regard  to  the  accusation  made  to  Congress,  that  the 
vessels  which  have  been  fitted  out  in  the  name  of  the  King  have 
been  loaded  with  quantities  of  flour  on  individual  account.  He 
declares  that  his  first  rule  has  always  been  to  cause  the  whole  of  the 
vessels  to  be  freighted  on  his  Majesty's  account ;  but  if  any  frauds 
have  been  committed  in  this  matter,  it  is  of  equal  importance  to  the 
public  good,  and  to  the  dignity  of  the  King,  that  its  authors  should 
be  known,  in  order  to  prevent  further  frauds.  The  delegates  to 
Congress,  by  a  verbal  declaration  made  to  the  King's  Navy  Agent, 
have  confined  this  imputation  to  one  vessel  alone,  but  it  is  not  less 
important  that  the  fact  should  be  verified. 

Besides,  although  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  insists 
on  this  point,  in  order  to  make  these  odious  imputations  fall  on  those 
who  may  deserve  them,  he  could  have  contented  himself  with 
declaring,  that  not  having  the  right  of  police  and  inspection  over 
the  proprietors,  owners,  and  captains  of  the  American  vessels  which 
have  been  employed  in  these  transportations,  and  who  ought  to  be 
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better  acquainted  than  strangers  with  the  laws  of  the  country,  it  is 
only  the  officers  of  the  State,  appointed  to  receive  the  declarations 
of  the  ships  whiok  sail  from  the  ports,  who  can,  in  examining  the 
cargoes,  determine  the  fi-auds  which  may  have  been  committed ;  and 
that  without  directly  and  positively  blaming  the  officers  of  the  King, 
they  cannot  be  made  responsible  for  frauds,  which  it  is  not  in  their 
power  to  prevent.  Very  far  from  desiring  any  connivance  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  or  of  the  governments  of  the  different  States 
of  America,  the  undersigned  earnestly  desires  that  they  would  be 
pleased  to  execute  with  vigor  the  powers  which  belong  to  them,  and 
the  laws  which  may  have  reference  to  these  subjects. 

The  undersigned  hopes  that  Congress  will  be  pleased  not  to  defer 
its  resolution,  whatever  it  may  be,  respecting  the  ship  Defence,  till 
the  verification  of  these  facts.  The  two  affairs  have  nothing  in 
common,  and  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  in  repeating  his  offers 
expressed  above,  flatters  himself  that  Congress,  if  they  think  proper 
to  permit  this  expedition,  will  find  that  these  arrangements  can  be 
made  even  after  the  departure  of  this  vessel. 

GERARD. 


This  mcinorial  being  read,  it  was  immediately 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
of  "^laryland  to  permit  the  ship  Defence,  which  is  loaded  with 
provisions  for  the  fleet  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  to  depart  and 
carry  her  cargo  to  the  place  of  her  destination,  arxl  that  care  be 
taken  that  she  carry  no  other  provisions  than  the  above,  and  what 
may  be  necessary  for  the  crew. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  5lh,  1779.- 

Sir, 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  to  represent 

to  Congress,  that  faithful  to  the  promises  which  that  body  has  asked 

for,  on  his  part,  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  provisions  destined  for 

the  squadron,  which  the  King  sent  last  year  to  the  assistance  of  the 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  609 

United  States,  he  has  never  authorized  any  purchase  except  through 
the  very  overseers  appointed  by  Congress,  or  without  giving  notice 
of  the  operation  to  the  members  of  the  committeesi^ntrusted  with  this 
business.  He  has  declared  to  them  several  times,  that  the  provisions 
bought  on  the  account,  and  with  the  money  of  the  King,  would 
always  remain  at  the  disposal  of  Congress,  either  for  the  public 
service,  or  for  that  of  the  American  army.  Tlie  undersigned  hopes 
that  their  members  will  4je  witnesses  of  it  to  Congress.  Delicacy 
has  been  carried  so  far  that  it  has  been  preferred  to  expose  the 
King's  squadron  to  the  want  of  provisions,  which  it  has  procured 
only  in  consequence  of  some  happy  accidents,  rather  than  to  break 
through  an  arrangement  which  Congress  had  judged  necessary.  The 
same  principle  has  guided  the  conduct  which  has  been  pursued  in 
the  last  place,  when  the  undersigned,  by  his  knowledge  of  the  chief 
motives  of  Congress,  having  been  obliged  to  demand  the  assurance 
of  a  certain  quantity  of  provisions,  the  difficulty  of  circumstances 
induced  him  to  combine  purchases  by  way  of  commerce  with  the 
direct  measures  which  Congress  has  judged  proper  to  take.  As 
Congress  must  have  been  informed  of  all  that  has  taken  place  on 
this  subject,  the  undersigned  will  not  introduce  it  again  here,  and  he 
will^stain  from  all  reflection. 

IHe  confines  himself  to  representing  to  Congress  that  the  produce 
of  these  private  purchases  is  reduced  to  a  very  small  quantity,  by 
the  obstacles  which  the  continental  officers  have  thrown  in  their 
way,  and  by  the  seizure,  by  authority,  of  the  articles  bought,  as  well 
as  by  other  similar  events  ;  and  the  agents  employed  on  the  King's 
account,  being  thus  deprived  of  the  security  and  of  the  power  which 
every  American  citizen,  and  every  foreign  merchant  enjoys,  and  the 
property  of  the  King  being  so  uncertain  and  exposed,  the  under- 
signed begs  Congress  to  be  pleased  to  cause  all  the  provisions  bought 
on  the  account  and  with  the  money  of  his  Majesty,  to  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  officers  whom  they  shall  judge  proper  to  appoint  for 
this  purpose,  in  order  that  Congress  may  dispose  of  them  in  such 
manner  as  their  own  prudence  and  the  public  interest  shall  dictate  ; 
the  undersigned  declaring  that  from  the  moment  in  which  he  was 
informed  of  these  proceedings  and  of  these  obstacles,  he  has  given 
order  to  put  an  end  to  every  kind  of  purchase  and  supply  of  provis- 
ions. He  annexes  here  the  note  of  the  provisions  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  King's  agents  ;  and  if  the  commissions  given  heretofore  have 
Vol.  v.— 39 
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produced  a  greater  quantity  of  them,  he  will  have  the  honor  to  give 
notice  of  it  to  Congress,  according  as  he  shall  be  informed  of  it 
himself. 

But  he  must  at  the  same  time  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
the  proposition  which  he  had  the  honor  to  make  to  them  by  the 
memorial  which  contains  the  request  for  this  new  supply,  that  is  to 
say,  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  declare  whether  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  France  may  reckon  upon  the  quantity  of  provis- 
ions which  are  necessary  for  the  important  object  which  he  has  had 
the  honor  to  communicate  to  Congress.  In  order  to  facilitate  the 
success  of  his  measures  on  this  subject,  the  undersigned  confines 
himself  at  the  present  time  to  requesting  that  the  quantity  of  five 
thousand  barrels  of  flour  may  be  immediately  held  in  readiness. 
The  remainder  can  be  furnished  in  the  course  of  September  next, 
from  grain  the  product  of  this  year's  harvest. 

The  reasons  alleged  in  the  said  memorial  compel  the  undersigned 
to  repeat  to  Congress  the  formal  demand  of  a  prompt  and  explicit 
answer,  with  which  he  has  not  hitherto  been  honored.  Congress  has 
too  much  wisdom  for  any  one  to  allow  himself  to  set  forth  to  it  all 
the  inconveniences  which  might  result  to  America,  and  to  the 
alliance  from  the  least  delay.  The  reports  hitherto  communicated 
are  so  uncertain  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  them  the  foundation  of 
a  confidence  which  the  experience  of  the  past  does  not  encourage, 
unless  Congress  authorises  them  by  its  sanction.  A  formal  and 
explicit  assurance  on  the  part  of  Congress  can  alone  effect  an  object 
so  important,  upon  which  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has 
insisted  since  the  month  of  May,  and  which  the  advancement  of  the 

season  renders  still  more  critical  and  pressing. 

GERARD. 


REPORT     OF     A    COMMITTEE    RESPECTING    A    CONFERENCE    WITH    THE 
MINISTER  OF  TRANCE. 

In  Congress,  July  10th,  1779. 

The  President  informed  Congress  that  the  Minister  of  France  had 
communicated  to  him  certain  intelligence,  about  which  it  would,  in 
his  opinion,  be  expedient  for  Congress  to  confer  with  the  Minister. 

Resolved,  That  the  honorable  M.  Gerard  be  informed   by  the 
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President,  that  Congress  are  desirous  of  conferring  with  him  in  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  subject  of  the  intelligence  communi- 
cated by  him  to  the  President,  and  that  if  agreeable  to  him,  a  private 
audience  be  had  on  Monday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Monday,  July  I2ih.  The  President  informed  the  House  that  he 
had  communicated  to  the  Minister  of  France  the  resolution  of  Sat- 
urday, and  that  the  Minister  had  agreed  to  meet  Congress  in  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  at  twelve  o'clock.  Whereupon  Congress 
was  resolved  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  had  a  conference 
with  the  Minister,  and  on  the  14th  of  July,  Mr.  Laurens,  chairman 
of  the  committee,  reported, 

That  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Congress,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  have  conferred  with  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France, 
who  introduced  the  conference  by  saying  that  he  had  received  some 
despatches  from  his  Court  which  he  was  ordered  to  communicate  to 
Congress,  but  that  he  expected  no  answer.  That  though  it  was  not 
the  usual  practice  to  offer  communications  of  this  nature  in  writing, 
yet,  as  it  had  been  intimated  to  him  by  the  President  that  this  mode 
would  be  most  agreeable  to  Congress,  he  had  committed  the  heads 
of  them  to  paper,  not  as  a  memorial,  but  merely  for  the  assistance  of 
the  memory,  in  a  form  to  which  the  term  of  ''  ad  staium  legendV  is 
appropriated  by  the  usage  of  the  Courts  of  Europe ;  that  in  reading 
the  said  paper  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  making  some  explanations 
and  reflections. 

That  he  then  proceeded  to  read  the  paper  herewith  delivered, 
marked  No.  I,  divided  into  seven  articles,  and  at  the  close  of  each 
separate  article  he  added  explanations  and  reflections,  the  substance 
of  which  the  committee  have  endeavored  to  recollect,  and  have 
committed  to  writing  in  the  paper  marked  No.  2. 

No.  I. 

Ad  statum 


ist.  The  King  has  approved  all  the  overtures  which  were  made 
by  his  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Honorable  Congress  respecting 
the  affairs  of  M.  de  Beaumarchais.  Therefore  a  line  ought  to  be 
drawn  between  the  stores  which  this  gentleman  has  been  permitted 
to  take  out  of  the  royal  magazine,  for  which  he  has  made  himself 
debtor  to  the  Department  of  War,  and  between  those  articles  which 
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the  same  gentleman  has  bought  in  the  common  way  of  trade  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States. 

2dly.  A  hint  having  been  given  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
that  Congress  desire  to  recruit  their  ships  in  France  from  the  Eng- 
lish prisoners  there,  the  Court,  in  consequence  of  his  representations, 
is  willing  to  facilitate  this  mode  of  recruiting  seamen. 

3dly.  The  King  and  Ministry  were  extremely  pleased  with  the 
resolution  which  Congress  has  taken  to  maintain  only  one  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  at  this  Court,  as  well  as  with  the  exclusive  appoint- 
ment of  so  steady  and  honest  a  man,  and  so  firm  and  solid  a  patriot, 
as  Dr.  Franklin. 

4thly.  The  Congress  has  given  very  great  satisfaction  to  the 
Court  of  France  by  the  timely  and  spirited  step  which  was  taken  to 
disavow  a  certain  ill-grounded  and  pernicious  doctrine  relating  to  the 
mutual  obligations  of  the  allies  to  conclude  no  truce  or  peace  without 
the  knowledge  or  consent  of  each  other.  The  Court  of  France  is 
of  opinion  that  this  doctrine  could  only  be  maintained  by  those  men, 
whose  aim  it  was  by  any  means  to  weaken  the  ties  of  the  alliance, 
and  to  create  disgust  and  diffidence  between  the  allies. 

5thly.  The  Court  has  received  with  some  surprise  the  intelligence 
that  Congress  has  published  the  treaties  concluded  with  it,  without 
the  previous  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  party  interested.  It  is 
not  to  be  denied  that  such  a  proceeding  is  but  little  consistent  with 
reason  and  with  the  general  practice  of  Courts  and  nations.  Never- 
theless, this  observation  involves  not  any  kind  of  reproach,  but  the 
King  thinks  that  so  noble  and  generous  a  system  of  politics  could 
but  produce  desirable  effects  by  its  publication. 

6thly.  The  intelligence  that  in  the  first  month  of  last  winter  there 
were  no  adequate  preparations  made  in  America  towards  a  vigorous 
and  successful  campaign  was  received  at  Versailles  with  all  the 
concern  which  the  danger  of  the  United  States  and  the  prolongation 
of  the  present  contest  can  create  in  the  most  friendly  mind.  The 
Court  of  France  is  fully  in  the  opinion  that  the  exertions  of  the 
United  States  are  necessary  to  bring  the  common  enemy  to  a  proper 
sense  of  all  the  disappointments  which  he  shall  meet  with. 

7thly.  The  Court  being  desirous  to  acquaint  Congress  exactly 
with  the  state  of  affairs  relating  to  the  common  cause,  would  not 
delay  to  inform  this  honorable  body  that  the  Court  of  London, 
showing  on  one  side  dispositions  to  a  reconciliation  with  France, 
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rejects  on  the  other  side  the  very  idea  of  a  formal  and  explicit 
•acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  which  his 
Most  Christian  Majesty  perseveres  to  hold  up  as  a  preliminary  and 
essential  condition.  The  behavior  of  the  common  enemy  in  this 
respect  rendered  a  great  deal  more  probable  the  conjecture  which 
was  communicated  to  Congress  some  time  ago,  that  the  point  of 
honor  and  pride  of  the  King  of  England  will  be  the  greatest  obstacle 
to  the  conclusion  of  peace  upon  those  explicit  terms ;  and  perhaps 
the  manner  of  overcoming  this  difficulty  will  of  course  become  the 
most  decisive  object  of  the  deliberations  of  Congress,  when  this 
honorable  body  shall  determine  to  make  peace,  whatever  middle 
way  may  be  hit  upon,  that  England  shall  treat  with  the  United 
States  as  with  a  free  people,  and  evacuate  immediately  all  the  terri- 
tories belonging  to  them. 

No.  II. 

The  Substance  of  what  the  Minister  said  at  the  Conference  in  expla- 
nation  of  the  several  Articles  in  the  foregoing  Paper  entitled  "  ad 
statum  legendi,''  as  reported  by  the  Committee. 

Article  1.  From  the  bills  and  accounts  with  which  Congress 
have  been  furnished  by  M.  de  Beaumarchais,  Congress  will  be 
enabled  to  distinguish  those  articles  which  were  drawn  from  the 
royal  magazines,  and  those  which  he  supplied  in  the  way  of  trade. 
For  these  last  Congress  will,  without  doubt,  maJie  remittances  to  M. 
de  Beaumarchais  in  their  own  way,  to  enable  him  to  perform  the 
contracts  he  has  entered  into  as  a  merchant.  That  for  the  former 
articles,  the  King,  his  master,  taking  upon  himself  to  be  creditor  to 
the  United  States,  would  wait  until  Congress  shall  find  it  convenient 
to  make  compensation. 

Article  2.  Though  his  Court  had  not  resolved  to  retaliate  upon 
the  prisoners  taken  by  the  common  enemy,  yet  for  the  reasons 
assigned,  the  King,  his  master,  had  assented  to  the  proposal.  But 
in  carrying  this  matter  into  execution  it  would  be  proper  to  take  such 
precautions  and  to  give  such  orders  to  the  captains  or  other  persons 
employed  in  this  business,  that  it  may  be  managed  with  prudence. 

Article  3.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  Congress  will 
very  soon  receive  proofs  of  the  confidence  which  his  Court  was 
always  willing  to  show  to  the  servants  of  these  States.    The  personal 
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character  of  Dr.  Franklin  will  enable  the  Court  to  act  with  a  frank- 
ness becoming  the  alliance,  and  they  will  have  no  occasion  to  with- 
hold any  more  the  secrets  which  may  interest  the  United  States  and 
the  alliance. 

Article  4.  The  King,  his  master,  after  this  explicit  step,  relies 
with  the  highest  confidence  upon  the  candor  and  faithfulness  of 
Congress,  in  understanding  as  well  as  in  executing  the  treaty,  and 
in  rejecting  every  arbitrary  and  unnatural  interposition  or  construc- 
tion which  false,  subtle,  or  designing  men  can  contrive.  Congress 
by  their  own  feelings  must  be  sensible  that  such  interpretations  and 
constructions  are  always  hurtful,  against  common  decency  and 
dignity,  and  may  oftentimes  endanger  mutual  confidence,  and  of 
course  the  very  existence  of  a  treaty.  But  the  sense  Congress  has 
manifested  in  this  particular  affair  gives  his  Court  the  greatest  hopes 
that  there  will  be  no  further  motive  for  the  painful  reflections  which 
that  affair  gave  rise  to. 

Article  5.  He  begged  leave  to  add  that  this  publication  interfered 
with  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Europe,  and  was  in  a  certain  degree 
disadvantageous  to  the  common  cause,  because  it  gave  the  common 
enemy  a  full  knowledge  of  our  system  and  our  mutual  engagements 
without  procuring  us  any  reason  to  guess  at  their  views  and  resolu- 
tions. Happily  these  inconveniences  have  not  been  felt,  and  ample 
compensation  has  been  obtained  by  convincing  the  people  of  America 
not  only  that  the  treaty  was  just  and  equal,  but  that  the  heavy  task 
which  France  had  taken  upon  her  was  magnanimous,  gratuitous, 
and  without  reward.  The  whole  world  was  at  the  same  time  con- 
vinced that  war,  conquest,  and  ambition  were  not  the  objects  of  the 
alliance,  nor  of  any  of  the  allies,  but  only  the  peaceable  enjoyment 
of  the  sovereignty,  liberty,  security,  and  independence  of  these 
United  States.  And.  this  conviction  gave  much  honor,  credit,  and 
consideration  to  the  alliance. 

Article  6.  On  this  he  observed  that  he  had  endeavored,  since 
last  fall,  by  order  of  his  Court,  to  impress  upon  every  mind  that 
England  will  never  evacuate  New  York  willingly,  and  could  only  be 
brought  by  proper  exertions  on  the  part  of  America  to  think  seriously 
of  granting  independence.  He  believed  that  Congress  had  adopted 
a  system  so  conformable  to  their  engagements  and  to  the  situation  of 
affairs,  his  Court  was  better  informed  than  he  was.  But  without 
reflecting  on  past  events,  the  King  hopes  that  his  amicable  appre- 
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Iiensions  will  be  overcome  by  the  success  of  the  campaign  ;  that 
henceforth  the  United  Slates  will  follow  the  example  set  them  by  his 
Majesty,  and  that  they  will  exert  themselves  in  their  own  cause,  as 
his  Majesty  exerts  himself  for  their  sakes  and  in  their  cause,  which 
he  has  adopted. 

Article  7.  He  said  he  was  authorised  to  tell  Congress  in  confi- 
dence that  this  reflection  is  the  result  of  the  observations  which  the' 
Court  of  Spain  made  upon  the  conduct  of  England  throughout  her 
negociation  of  mediation  ;  that  the  British  Ministry  seem  to  be  soli- 
citous to  be  reconciled  with  France,  and  to  keep  up  this  negociation; 
that  from  thence  probable  hopes  may  be  entertained  of  their  internal 
disposition  to  peace,  but  at  the  same  time  they  reject  with  haughti- 
ness the  formal  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  insisted  on  by 
France  and  Spain.  New  orders  have  been  given  to  the  Spanish 
Ambassador  at  London  to  ascertain  as  nearly  as  possible  those  dispo- 
sitions. In  these  circumstances  the  King,  his  master,  ordered  him  to 
communicate  this  intelligence  to  the  United  States,  that  they  may,  if 
they  think  proper,  take  under  consideration  if  it  would  not  be  expedient 
to  give  their  Plenipotentiary  instructions  and  full  powers,  founded 
upon  the  necessity  of  the  conjuncture  and  upon  the  treaty  of  alliance, 
the  express  and  formal  terms  of  which  are  that  peace  shall  not  be 
made  without  an  express  or  tacit  acknowledgment  of  the  sovereignty, 
and,  consequently,  and  a  fortiori,  of  the  rights  inherent  in  sover- 
eignty, as  well  as  of  the  independency  of  the  United  States  in 
matters  of  government  and  of  commerce. 

Tiiis  substantial  alternative  in  an  engagement  which  is  a  mere 
gratuitous  gift,  without  any  compensation  or  stipulation,  ought,  indeed, 
never  to  be  forgotten  in  a  negociation  for  peace.  France  foresaw 
the  extreme  difficulties  which  a  formal  and  explicit  acknowledgment 
might  meet  with.  She  knew  by  her  own  experience  in  similar 
contests,  in  which  she  has  been  deeply  concerned,  respecting  the 
Republics  of  Holland,  Genoa,  and  the  Swiss  cantons,  how  tenacious 
rnonarchs  are,  and  how  repugnant  to  pronounce  the  humiliating 
formula.  It  was  only  obtained  for  Holland  tacitly,  after  a  war  of 
thirty  years,  and  explicitly  after  a  resistance  of  seventy.  To  this 
day  Genoa  and  the  Swiss  cantons  have  obtained  no  renunciation  or 
acknowledgment,  either  tacit  or  formal,  from  their  former  sovereigns. 
But  they  enjoy  their  sovereignty  and  independence  only  under  the 
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guarantee  of  France.  His  Court  thought  it  important  to  provide 
that  difficulties  of  this  nature,  which  consist  merely  in  words,  should 
not  delay  or  prevent  America  from  enjoying  the  thing  itself. 

From  these  considerations  arose  the  very  important  and  explicit 
stipulation  in  the  treaty  which  he  just  now  mentioned,  and  which  has 
received  the  sanction  of  the  United  States.  The  circumstances 
'seem  such  as  call  for  the  application  of  the  alternative  of  tacit  or 
explicit  acknowledgment.  All  these  considerations  are  adduced  that 
Congress  may,  if  they  think  proper,  consider  whether  the  literal 
execution  of  the  treaty  in  this  point  is  not  become  necessary,  and 
whether  the  safety  and  happiness  of  the  American  people,  as  well 
as  the  essential  principles  of  the  alliance,  are  not  intimately  connected 
with  the  resolutions  that  may  be  taken  on  this  subject.  And  it 
remains  with  the  prudence  of  Congress  to  examine  whether  instruc- 
tions upon  some  particular  conditions  may  not  frustrate  the  salutary 
purpose  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  relative  to  a  tacit  acknowledgment 
which  the  situation  of  affairs  may  require. 

In  thus  executing,  continued  he,  the  orders  I  have  received,  i 
cannot  omit  observing  that  these  orders  were  given  with  the  full 
presumption  that  the  business  which  I  laid  before  Congress  in  Feb- 
ruary last  would  have  been  settled  long  before  these  despatches 
should  come  to  my  hands.  However  sensibly  my  Court  will  be 
disappointed  in  its  expectations,  I  shall  add  nothing  to  the  informa- 
tion and  observations  which,  with  the  warmest  zeal  for  the  interests 
and  honor  of  both  countries,  and  by  the  duties  of  my  office  and  my 
instructions,  I  found  myself  bound  to  deliver  from  time  to  time  to 
Congress  in  the  course  of  this  business.  The  apprehension  of  giving 
new  matter  to  those  who  endeavor  to  blame  Congress  is  a  new 
motive  for  me  to  be  silent.  I  beg  only  to  remind  this  honorable 
body  of  the  aforesaid  information  and  reflections,  and  particularly  of 
those  which  I  had  the  honor  to  deliver  in  an  assembly  similar  to  the 
present.  I  shall  only  insist  on  a  single  point  which  I  established 
then,  and  since  in  one  of  my  memorials,  namely,  the  manifest  and 
striking  necessity  of  enabling  Spain,  by  the  determination  of  just  and 
moderate  terms,  to  press  upon  England  with  her  good  offices,  and 
bring  her  mediation  to  an  issue,  in  order  that  we  may  know  whether 
we  are  to  expect  peace  or  war.  This  step  is  looked  upon  in  Europe 
as  immediately  necessary.     It  was  the  proper  object  of  the  message 
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I  delivered  in  February  last.  I  then  established  the  strong  reasons 
which  require  that,  at  the  same  time  and  without  delay,  proper  terms 
should  be  offered  to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  in  order  to  reconcile  him 
perfectly  to  the  American  interest.  1  did  not  conceal  that  it  was  to 
be  feared  that  any  condition  inconsistent  with  the  established  system 
of  the  alliance,  which  is  the  binding  and  only  law  of  the  allies,  and 
contrary  to  the  line  of  conduct  which  Spain  pursued  in  the  course  of 
her  mediation,  would  lead  her  to  drop  the  mediation,  and  prevent  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  by  motives  of  honor  and  of  faithfulness,  from 
joining  in  our  common  cause,  and  from  completing  the  intended 
triumvirate.  No  loss,  no  unhappy  event,  could  be  so  heavy  upon 
the  alliance  as  this.  Indeed,  although  the  British  forces  are  already 
kept  in  check  by  the  combined  efforts  of  France  and  America,  it  is 
nevertheless  evident  that  the  accession  of  Spain  can  only  give  to  the 
alliance  a  decided  superiority  adequate  to  our  purposes,  and  free  us 
from  the  fatal  chance  that  a  single  unlucky  event  may  overthrow  the 
balance. 

The  committee  then  taking  notice  of  what  the  Minister  had  said 
concerning  a  tacit  assurance  of  the  independence  of  these  States,  and 
the  reluctance  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  make  an  express 
acknowledgment  thereof,  requested  to  know  his  sense  concerning  the 
manner  in  which  such  tacit  assurance  could  be  given.  To  which  he, 
premising  that  what  he  should  now  say  ought  to  be  considered  only 
as  his  private  sentiments,  replied  that  the  British  Court  would 
probably  endeavor  to  avoid  an  express  acknowledgment  by  imitating 
precedents  that  had  occurred  in  Europe  on  similar  occasions, 
instancing  the  cases  of  the  Swiss  Cantons,  and  the  United  Provinces 
of  the  Netherlands ;  that  the  mode  adopted  in  the  latter  case  had 
been  for  the  Archduke,  to  whom  the  King  of  Spain  had  transferred 
his  right  of  sovereignty,  to  treat  with  them  "  as  with  free  and 
independent  States ;"  and  that,  with  respect  to  the  Cantons,  France 
had  not  been  able  to  obtain  for  tkem  in  the  treaty  of  Munster  any 
other  than  a  declaration  that  they  should  be  in  possession  of  as  full 
liberty  and  exemption  from  the  Empire,  and  be  in  no  manner  subject 
to  the  jurisdiction  thereof.  But  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  circum- 
stances of  these  States,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  had  conducted 
their  opposition,  would  justify  their  expecting  a  more  full  declaration. 


618  GERARD. 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  26th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  received  with  grati- 
tude the  permission  which  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has 
been  pleased  to  grant  him  for  the  expedition  of  the  ship  Defence. 
His  Court  will  be  very  sensible  of  the  regard  which  Congress  have 
been  pleased  to  pay  to  the  situation  of  the  vessels-of-war  stationed 
at  Cape  Francois. 

The  said  Minister  takes  the  liberty  of  reminding  Congress  of  the 
request  which  he  made  in  one  of  his  memorials,  dated  the  5th  of  this 
month,  relative  to  the  accusations  which  have  been  made  before  the 
whole  House  of  frauds  which  were  thouglit  to  have  been  practised 
with  regard  to  the  cargo  of  the  sliip  Defence,  and  of  other  vessels 
loaded  with  provisions  for  the  French  squadron.  The  undersigned 
has,  by  writing,  on  the  17th  of  this  month,  urged  the  committee 
entrusted  with  this  verification  to  be  pleased  to  hasten  its  report,  and 
he  takes  the  liberty  of  addressing  the  same  request  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  itself.  Congress  is  also  referred  to  the  reflections 
contained  in  his  said  memorial  of  the  5th  instant. 

GERARD. 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  26th,  1779. 
Sir, 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  received  the  resolution 
of  Congress,  dated  the  15th  of  this  month,  in  relation  to  the  supplies 
of  provisions  destined  for  the  squadron  of  the  King.  He  requests 
Congress  to  accept  his  thanks  for  the  measures  which  have  been 
taken  to  effect  this  important  object.  He  is  only  under  the  necessity 
of  representing,  that  no  one  of  the  officers  of  the  King  can,  and  that 
no  American  citizen  will,  take  it  upon  himself  to  receive  and  take 
care  of  the  provisions  destined  for  this  purpose.  The  unjust  and 
arbitrary  proceedings  to  which  they  have  been  exposed  terrify  them, 
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and  the  undersigned  is  obliged  to  request  Congress  to  leave  the  said 
provisions  in  their  own  magazines,  and  in  the  hands  of  their  own 
officers,  till  the  time  of  making  use  of  them  arrives.  This  request 
has  more  particular  reference  to  the  flour  taken  from  Wilmington, 
and  which  has  become  the  direct  property  of  Congress,  by  the 
transfer  of  it  which  the  undersigned  made  to  Congress  in  one  of  his 
latest  memorials.  CFrJARD 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  26th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  to  lay  before 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  sequel  of  the 
proceedings  inserted  in  the  public  papers  against  M.  Holker,  Consul 
of  the  King,  and  his  Majesty's  general  Navy  Agent.  The  first  part 
of  these  same  proceedings  is  already  in  the  hands  of  this  august 
Assembly.  The  Minister  of  France  intended  merely  to  lay  the 
facts  before  them,  and  to  leave  to  their  wisdom  to  determine  the 
measures  that  they  should  judge  proper  for  putting  an  end  to  this 
offence ;  but  the  late  unjust,  injurious,  and  incompetent  proceedings 
which  have  been  carried  on  against  a  public  officer  of  the  King  in 
relation  to  the  exercise  of  his  functions,  the  further  dangers  with 
which  he  is  threatened,  the  indirect  consequences  which  already 
result  from  them  to  the  representative  of  his  Majesty,  and  those 
which  may  result  more  directly  from  the  sentiments  and  principles 
which  are  manifested,  do  not  permit  the  Minister  any  longer  to 
observe  the  same  moderation. 

Congress  have  received  the  credentials  of  the  undersigned  Min- 
ister in  the  name  of  all  the  United  Slates.  They  have  accepted, 
and  invested  with  their  authority  the  other  officers  of  his  Majesty. 
It  consequently  belongs  to  Congress  to  protect  them  against  the 
attacks  which  may  be  made  in  their  persons  on  the  dignity  of  his 
Most  Christian  Majesty,  and  the  laws  common  to  all  nations  governed 
by  the  laws  of  police,  relative  to  the  free  exercise  of  their  functions. 
Congress  is  too  enlightened  to  need  a  comment  upon  the  insulting 
writings  which  the  Minister  lays  before  them.     He  merely  requests 
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them  to  take  into  consideration  the  contents  of  the  letter  which  the 
said  Minister  has  written  to  the  President  of  the  Executive  Council 
of  Pennsylv<inia,  as  well  as  that  which  the  Consul  of  the  King  has 
addressed  to  him.  Copies  of  them  are  annexed.  He  is  persuaded 
that  Congress  will  have  the  less  hesitation  to  take  this  cause  in  hand, 
as  facts  are  involved  in  it  relative  to  the  secret  of  the  alliance,  which 
have  happened  in  the  sight  and  with  the  consent  of  a  committee; 
and  as  this  reason  alone  would  justify  them  in  taking  an  exclusive 
cognizance  of  it ;  besides,  the  Consul  of  the  King  will  most  fully 
approve,  if  Congress  think  it  necessary,  that  the  orders  he  has  given 
have  been  exactly  conformable  to  the  agreement  made  with  the 
coratnittee,  and  to  the  territorial  laws  of  the  State  in  which  they 
were  executed. 

Agreeably  to  these  considerations,  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
France  has  the  honor  to  beg  and  formally  to  request  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  of  America — 

1st.  To  be  pleased  to  take  under  their  special  protection  the 
Consul  of  the  King,  and,  if  circumstances  require  it,  his  Majesty's 
other  officers. 

2dly.  To  cause  the  public  notice  already  given  to  be  repeated, 
that  I\I.  Holker  has  been  accepted  by  this  august  body,  and  recog- 
nised as  the  Consul  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

3dly.  To  grant  to  this  public  officer,  or  to  procure  for  him, 
justice  and  satisfaction  for  the  attacks  publicly  made  on  his  honor 
and  reputation. 

4th!y.  To  declare  that  the  Consul  of  the  King  has  acted  con- 
formably to  the  views  and  wishes  of  Congress,  in  seeking  to  procure 
provisions  for  the  King's  squadron  by  the  way  of  trade ;  that  the 
condition  of  these  private  purchases  has  always  been,  that  the  articles 
procured  should  remain  at  the  free  disposal  of  Congress,  either  for 
the  army  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  and  that  not  a  single  barrel 
of  flour  should  be  exported  without  their  consent  and  formal  author- 
isation ;  that  in  consequence  of  this  agreement,  the  undersigned 
Minister  has  transferred  to  them  the  hundred  and  eighty-two  barrels 
bought  at  Wilmington,  and  that  this  quantity  of  provisions  has,  from 
this  time,  become  the  property  of  the  United  States. 

Finally,  the  undersigned  Minister  requests  Congress  to  take  the 
effectual  measures  that  their  wisdom  shall  dictate,  for  protecting  all 
the  officers  of  the  King,  his  master,  from  every  unjust,  injurious, 
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and  arbitrary  proceeding,  and  for  securing  to  them  the  liberty  neces- 
sary for  the  exercise  of  their  functions,  without  seeing  the  dignity  of 
his  Majesty  and  the  honor  of  his  officers  exposed  to  farther  insults. 

The  justice  of  Congress,  and  their  regard  for  the  honor  of  a 
monarch  who  is  a  friend  and  ally  of  the  United  States,  will  doubtless 
prevent  the  serious  discussions  and  the  misunderstanding  which  such 
proceedings,  if  they  are  not  promptly  and  authentically  made  amends 
for,  would  undoubtedly  occasion.  It  is  with  the  most  entire  confi- 
dence that  the  undersigned  Minister  places  this  whole  affair  in  the 
hands  of  Congress. 

GERARD. 


The  Papers  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Memorial. 
No.  1. 

M.  GERARD  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  STATE  OP  PENNSYLVANIA, 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  26th,  1779. 
Sir, 

M.  Holker,  Navy  Agent  and  Consul  of  the  King,  my  master,  has 
presented  to  me  his  defence  in  relation  to  the  suspicions  which  some 
have  been  pleased  to  excite  as  to  his  conduct  concerning  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  French  fleet.  I  approve  and  confirm  all  the  contents 
of  his  letter,  and  I  declare  that  he  has  acted  on  this  occasion  in  his 
capacity  of  a  public  man  and  an  officer  of  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  and  that  all  the  orders  that  he  has  given  for  the  said 
subsistence  have  been  given  under  my  direction,  and  with  the  consent 
and  agreeably  to  the  desire  of  the  committee  of  the  general  Congress 
of  the  United  States. 

I  hope  that  the  defence  of  the  Consul  of  the  King  will  satisfy 
your  Excellency  and  the  Executive  Council  of  this  Province,  as 
well  as  every  honest  and  unprejudiced  man.  At  any  rate,  M.  Holker 
and  all  the  other  consuls  and  officers  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty 
scattered  throughout  America,  will  always  be  ready,  when  they  shall 
be  properly  requested,  to  answer  as  to  any  thing  that  shall  relate  to 
the  law  of  the  country.  It  is  the  serious  will  of  his  Majesty ;  his 
representatives  are  ordered  to  see  to  it ;  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that 
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the  offers  of  M.  Holker  have  anticipated  your  wishes  in  this  respect. 
But,  sir,  in  paying  this  just  tribute  to  the  sovereignty  and  to  the 
territorial  law,  I  must  have  the  honor  of  observing  to  you,  that  there 
is  no  civilized  nation  where  the  agents  and  public  servants  of  a 
foreign  Sovereign  do  not  enjoy  immunities  and  exemptions,  which 
by  the  unanimous  consent  of  these  nations  have  been  regarded  as 
indispensably  necessary  for  the  free  exercise  of  their  functions ;  even 
when  they  act  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  country,  care  is  taken,  and 
caution  used,  in  order  not  to  wound  the  dignity  of  their  constituents, 
and  not  lightly  to  injure  the  public  character  of  their  officers.  If 
they  have  acted  only  in  their  official  capacity,  people  have  neither 
the  right  nor  the  power  to  set  themselves  up  for  judges ;  but  if  there 
are  evident  proofs,  they  are  transmitted  to  the  superior  officer,  if 
there  is  one  in  the  country,  and  it  may  be  to  the  Sovereign  himself, 
and  it  is  for  him  to  cause  satisfaction  to  be  made,  or  the  proper 
punishments  to  be  inflicted. 

These  officers,  moreover,  cannot  be  subjected  to  any  inspection  or 
inquisition  with  regard  to  the  execution  of  their  public  functions, 
except  to  that  of  their  own  Sovereign  and  his  representatives  ;  it 
does  not  belong  to  any  one  whatsoever  to  assume  in  this  respect 
a  power  and  an  authority,  which  would  become  an  attack  on  the 
rights  of  the  Sovereign  of  another  country,  and  an  injury  to  its 
representatives.  This  would  be  a  violation  of  the  laws  common  to 
nations  governed  by  the  laws  of  police,  and  a  manifest  infraction  of 
the  principles  upon  which  the  mutual  and  necessary  communication 
between  friendly  nations  is  founded,  and  without  which  the  appoint- 
ment and  the  residence  of  the  respective  public  officers  would 
become  dangerous  and  impossible,  if  in  any  country  whatever  these 
principles  were  not  acknowledged,  or  if  any  person  pretended, 
without  the  consent  of  a  Sovereign,  to  set  up  for  a  guardian  of  his 
officers,  and  to  censure  and  condemn  their  conduct  in  his  name,  or 
under  the  pretext  of  his  interest.  If  this  usurped  power  extended 
even  to  actions,  the  scene  of  which  was  without  the  territory  of  the 
State ;  if  it  were  allowable  to  take  the  property  of  a  Sovereign  by 
force  from  the  place  of  deposit,  notwithstanding  the  protest  of  the 
civil  magistrate,  and  in  a  foreign  State,  to  which  alone  it  would 
belong  to  protest  against  the  violence  of  its  laws ;  in  fine,  if  after 
assuming  the  pretext  of  taking  care  of  his  interests,  any  one  should 
dare  to  sentence  explicitly  or  by  implication  a  foreign  King  to  pay 
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a  penalty  or  fines,  and  if  the  public  officers  were  represented  as 
enemies  of  the  country,  even  while  they  were  employed  in  affairs 
of  the  utmost  secrecy  and  of  the  greatest  importance  for  this  very 
country's  own  interest,  they  would  then  be  deprived  of  the  liberty 
which  every  citizen  and  every  other  stranger  enjoys ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  terrified  citizens  would  refuse  to  take  part  in  any 
affair  relating  to  this  power,  in  order  to  preserve  their  reputation  and 
tranquillity.  These  officers  would  then  be  prevented  from  fulfilling 
their  duties  to  their  master,  particularly  if  the  crime  of  falsehood  were 
publicly  imputed  to  them  while  their  title  and  quality  were  called  in 
question,  although  publicly  and  authentically  acknowledged  by  all 
the  powers  of  the  country.  Such  conduct  would  be  a  marked  insult, 
and  this  situation,  very  near  to  a  state  of  hostilities,  would  tend  to 
destroy  all  confidence,  all  commerce,  and  all  correspondence  between 
the  two  friendly  and  allied  nations ;  and  there  would  remain  only- 
one  course  to  be  pursued  by  the  representatives  of  that  which  should 
be  injured,  and  which  could  not  obtain  immediate  satisfaction ; 
namely,  that  of  seeking  an  asylum  in  a  country  where  the  respect 
which  a  nation  owes  to  an  independent,  friendly,  and  allied  Power, 
as  well  as  to  its  representatives,  is  known,  and  where,  by  conforming 
to  the  territorial  laws,  one  can  rely  upon  the  effectual  protection  of 
the  sovereign  against  every  injurious,  violent,  and  arbitrary  pro- 
ceeding. 

My  duty,  sir,  places  me  under  the  necessity  of  offering  these 
remarks  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Executive  Council.  Having 
no  direct  credentials  for  the  Republic  of  Pennsylvania,  I  cannot 
demand  reparations  from  it  as  a  Minister,  and  I  can  only  address 
myself  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  forasmuch  as  the  facts 
in  question  have  all  happened  under  its  sanction  and  by  its  author- 
isation ;  but  my  desire  to  preserve  the  decency,  harmony,  and  good 
understanding,  \yhich  ought  to  prevail  between  two  allied  States, 
will  justify  me  in  earnestly  requesting  your  Excellency  and  the 
Executive  Council  to  take  immediately  into  consideration  the  pre- 
ceding observations,  and  without  delay  to  communicate  to  me  your 
opinion  on  this  subject.  An  explicit  and  positive  answer  is  indis- 
pensable in  this  delicate  and  critical  juncture,  in  order  that  I  may 
take  the  measures  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  the  King,  my  master,  as 
well  as  to  the   tranquillity  and   to  the  honor  of  his  officers  of  all 
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ranks  and  denominations,  and  at  all  events  to  enable  his  Majesty  to 
provide  himself  for  the  maintenance  of  his  dignity.  Meanwhile,  I 
give  orders  to  suspend  every  proceeding  susceptible  of  new  incon- 
veniences, and  every  operation  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  on 
account  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  on  the  part  of  his  officers, 
until  the  rules  to  which  they  are  to  conform  shall  be  known  and 
fixed,  and  till  the  publio  is  convinced  that  the  citizens  do  not  expose 
their  honor  and  their  tranquillity  when  they  treat  with  the  officers 
of  the  King,  and  when  they  conform  to  the  laws  of  their  States. 

GERARD. 

No.  2. 

M.  HOLKER  TO  JOSEPH  REED,  PRESIDENT  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  24th,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  your  Excellency,  Mr.  Dunlap's 
publication  of  this  day,  in  which  I  find,  with  some  degree  of  surprise, 
a  paragraph  levelled  at  me  and  my  official  transactions.  I  observe 
that  notwithstanding  the  most  explicit  and  repeated  offers  I  made 
to  you  yesterday  morning,  and  through  you  to  the  Honorable  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State,  of  proving  that  I  had  not 
in  any  shape  violated  or  infringed  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  that 
I  had  acted  in  perfect  conformity  therewith ;  notwithstanding  I 
solemnly  declared  that  the  flour  seized  was  bought  and  destined  for 
the  sole  use  of  his  Majesty's  fleet ;  notwithstanding  the  many  and 
forcible  reasons  urged  to  your  Excellency  to  convince  you  that 
more  proper  and  more  decent  measures  might  have  been  pursued, 
and  that  the  steps  I  had  taken  to  supply  his  Majesty's  fleet  were 
not  only  proper,  but  were  dictated  by  mere  necessity  ;  notwith- 
standing all  these  circumstances,  I  am  still  held  up  to  the  public  in 
a  suspicious  light,  and  as  if  I  were  answerable  or  accountable  for  the 
private  and  personal  transactions  of  Mr.  Rumford,  of  Wilmington, 
transactions  totally  foreign  to  me,  and  to  the  instructions  or  orders 
given  him  by  me. 

My  application  to  you,  sir,  in  this  respect,  seems  to  have  been  so 
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far  ineffectual,  as  also  your  just  and  pointed  representation  on  this 
subject,  which  you  were  pleased  to  communicate  to  me  by  your 
letter  of  this  day.  I  am  sorry  to  remark,  that  though  I  have  acted 
in  concert  with  his  Excellency,  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  that 
Congress  has  always  been  apprised  of  the  purchases  made  by  my 
orders ;  though  all  the  provisions  purchased  and  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  my  agents  have  been  at  all  times  at  the  disposal  of  Con- 
gress in  consequence  of  express  stipulations  ;  though  I  have  given 
with  pleasure  the  widest  room  for  inquiry  into  the  grounds  of  all 
suspicions,  in  order  that  a  thorough  investigation  might  establish 
public  tranquillity  and  public  confidence,  which  I  had  the  greatest 
reason  to  expect,  because  "it  is  evident,  even  by  the  publications, 
that  not  a  single  suspicion  was  founded  on  solid  ground,  but  merely 
on  surmise ;  still  his  Majesty's  representative  in  this  Commonwealth, 
his  Agent-General  in  all  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  acknowl- 
edged as  such  by  Congress,  by  yoursfelf,  and  the  board  at  which  you 
preside,  specially  charged,  in  conjunction  with  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary, with  procuring  the  necessary  supplies  for  his  Majesty's 
squadron,  expressly  fitted  out  for  the  defence  of  these  States  against 
the  common  enemy,  and  for  the  protection  of  his  dominions  in 
America,  acting  in  the  strict  line  of  his  office  and  duty,  is  most 
wantonly  traduced  to  the  public,  branded  with  the  most  injurious 
and  unfair  imputations  in  the  newspapers  published  in  this  very  city, 
where  these  facts  and  my  public  character  are  most  notorious,  under 
your  eyes,  with  your  knowledge,  and  in  contradiction  to  your  per- 
sonal advice  and  disapprobation. 

I  need  not  expatiate  on  the  evil  consequences  tbat  may  arise  from 
such  illiberal  aggression.  I  need  not  claim  your  interposition.  But 
the  reasons  I  gave  you  yesterday  becoming  every  instant  more  for- 
cible and  more  pressing,  it  is  necessary  that  I  demand  the  most 
immediate  exertions  of  Government  on  this  occasion. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  reluctance  I  sit  down  to  appeal  in  this  solemn 
manner  to  the  executive  power  of  Pennsylvania  for  justice,  lest  my 
request  may  be  construed  an  opposition  to  the  respectable  motives 
of  the  informers  on  my  conduct ;  but  I  am  accountable  to  my  royal 
master  for  my  actions,  and  obliged  to  exact  that  respect  due  to  his 
representative  in  this  State,  and  to  support  the  dignity  of  the  charac- 
ter with  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  invest  me.  Therefore,  it  is  in 
Vol.  v.— 40 
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compliance  with  ray  duty,  that  I  submit  these  facts  and  the  repeated 
insults  I  meet  with  to  the  reflections  of  your  Excellency  and  Coun- 
cil, relying  fully  on  your  sense  of  propriety  and  on  your  exertions  on 
this  occasion,  as  in  all  others  where  I  have  applied  for  redress.* 

I  remain,  with  respect,  your  Excellency's   most  obedient  and 
humble  servant,  HOLKER. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

Translation.  . 

Philadelphia,  July  28th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  thinking  it  necessary  to 
lay  before  Congress  all  the  information  relative  to  the  affair  of  the 
flour  from  Wilmington,  has  the  honor  to  annex  the  copy  of  a  letter 
which  the  President  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  has 
written  to  M.  Holker,  as  well  as  of  the  three  pieces  which  were 
annexed  to  this  letter,  and  of  which  this  Consul  has  informed  the 
said  President  that  he  retained  a  copy. 

The  undersigned  Minister  must,  at  the  same  time,  have  the  honor 

to  represent  to  Congress  that  he  is  informed  that  there  will  be  a  new 

meeting  of  the  city  on  Monday  morning,  and  that  the  critical  state 

of  affairs  seems  to  require  that  it  should  be  seen  fit,  before  this  time, 

to  take  some  effectual  measures  conformable  to  the  petition  and  to 

the   request  which   he  has  had  the  honor  to  address   to  Congress. 

Otherwise  the  undersigned,  and  the  other  officers  of  the  King  would 

have  no  protection  and  no  security  against  the  effects  of  the  unjust, 

injurious,  and  violent  principles  and   proceedings  of  which  the  said 

Minister  has  complained;    and   he   would   be    compelled   to  leave 

Philadelphia  and  Pennsylvania,  in  order  to  seek  an  asylum  in  another 

State,  where  liberty  and  protection  could  be  secured  to  him  till  he 

could  receive  the  orders  of  the  King,  his  master. 

GERARD. 


*The  publications  relative  to  these  complaints  are  found  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Packet  of  Saturday,  July  24th,  1779. 
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Copies  of  the  Papers  enclosed  in  the  above  Letter. 
No.  1. 

JOSEPH  BEED  TO  M.  HOLKER. 

Philadelphia,  July  24th,  1779. 
Sir, 

After  the  risit  you  favored  me  with  yesterday,  and  in  consideration 
of  the  point  on  which  we  conversed,  I  wrote  the  letter  enclosed,  and 
about  six  o'clock  the  answer,  also  enclosed,  was  delivered  me.  I 
informed  the  gentlemen,  two  of  the  committee,  that  I  had  seen  you 
that  morning,  that  you  conceived  yourself  able  to  remove  the  impu- 
tations conveyed  in  their  representations,  and  had  requested  the 
Council  to  point  out  the  parts  of  your  conduct  on  which  doubts 
might  arise.  The  gentlemen  promised  me  they  would  inform  the 
other  gentlemen  of  what  I  had  represented ;  and  also  that  I  still 
thought  there  would  be  an  impropriety  in  making  the  publication  in 
the  present  circumstances.  I  observe  this  morning  that  the  gentle- 
men have  been  of  a  different  opinion,  doubtless  deeming  themselves 
under  a  public  obligation  to  communicate  the  transaction  to  the 
world  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOSEPH  REED. 

P.  S.  Not  having  any  copies  of  the  enclosed,  I  must  beg  you  to 
return  them  after  perusal. 

No.  2. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  July  23d,  1779 

A  paper,  dated  in  committee,  and  signed  William  Henry,  chair- 
man, in  answer  to  the  reference  made  by  this  Board  on  the  14th 
instant,  having  been  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  write  to  the  said  Mr.  Henry 
to  inform  him  that  the  papers  alluded  to  in  said  answer  did  not 
accompany  it,  and  to  desire  that  they  may  be  forwarded  as  soon  as 
convenient. 

The  President  having  informed  this  Board  that  M.  Holker  had 
conferred  with  him  on  the  above  representation,  and  showed  a  copy 
thereof  received  by  him  (M.  Holker)  from  the  committee,  and 
requested  that  this  Board  would  point  out  such  parts  thereof  as  may 
appear  to  convey  any  imputations  upon  him  or  distrust  of  his  faithful 
performance  of  his  duty  as  a  public  officer, 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  paper  be  further  considered  to-morrow, 
that  a  proper  answer  may  be  given  to  the  said  request. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 
for  T.  MATLACK,  Secretary. 

No.  3. 

JOSEPH  BEED  TO  WILLIAM  HENRY,  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

Walnut  Street,  July  23d,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  received  this  morning  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  affairs 
of  M.  Holker,  which  by  a  particular  accident  I  was  prevented  from 
laying  before  the  Council  this  morning.  I  observe  it  is  proposed  to 
publish  it,  but  I  presume  this  does  not  mean  an  immediate  publi- 
cation, as  there  will  be  an  indelicacy  and  violation  of  usual  forms  to 
do  this  until  a  return  has  been  officially  made  thereupon  by  us  to 
Congress,  through  whom  the  matter  came  to  us.  In  all  cases  of 
petitions  or  other  papers  to  be  presented  to  any  public  body,  I  take 
it  to  be  a  standing  rule  that  the  matter  shall  be  first  communicated  to 
them  before  it  is  published  to  the  world.  As  I  observe  you  have 
sent  a  copy  to  M.  Holker,  I  presume  it  is  intended  thereby  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  to  explain,  deny,  or  admit  such  a  part  of  it  as  he 
may  think  proper  to  do.  A  publication  will  in  some  measure  debar 
him  from  this,  whereas,  at  a  future  day,  if  the  publication  is  still 
thought  necessary,  the  whole  may  be  given  together ;  at  all  events, 
it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  make  some  report  to  Congress, 
in  which  this  narration  will  appear.  As  to  the  flour  itself,  perhaps 
there  may  be  no  inconvenience  in  letting  it  remain  a  few  days  in  its 
present  condition.  My  earnest  wish  is,  that  this  business  may  be 
conducted  without  fear,  favor,  or  partiality,  to  the  real  interests  of 
the  community,  all  first  suspicions  converted  into  solid  proof,  and 
those  of  a  contrary  kind  effectually  banished. 

The  good  sense  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  address  myself  will, 
I  am  persuaded,  make  the  necessary  and  present  distinction  between 
persons  acting  in  a  public  capacity  and  character,  especially  of 
another  nation,  and  our  own  citizens  who  are  to  stand  or  fall  by  their 
own  laws,  and  the  estimation  of  their  countrymen. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  &c.,  JOSEPH  REED. 
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No.  4. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  TO  JOSEPH  REED. 

Friday  Afternoon,  5  o'clock,  Committee  Room. 

Sir, 

We  had  the  honor  of  your  favor  of  this  morning,  and  beg  leave  to 
observe,  in  answer  thereto,  that  Mr.  Morris  having  already  published 
an  account  of  the  flour,  both  in  behalf  of  himself  and  M.  Holker,  as 
may  be  judged  by  his  publishing  M.  Holker's  letters,  and  that  publi- 
cation being  prior  to  any  report  from  the  Council  to  Congress,  we 
conceive  there  can  be  no  impropriety  in  our  now  taking  the  matter 
publicly  up.  Besides  which,  we  apprehend  ourselves  laid  under  an 
immediate  necessity  to  give  satisfaction  to  our  fellow-citizens  on  the 
subject,  and  to  publish  our  proceedings  for  the  previous  consideration 
of  the  meeting  on  Monday. 

M.  Holker,  we  conceive,  ought,  in  justice  to  himself,  to  have 
appealed  to  the  Council  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress, 
which  he  has  not  done.  We  have  deferred  the  matter  to  the  last 
moment,  and  cannot  now,  without  exposing  the  reputation  of  the 
committee,  defer  it  longer. 

Your  EKcellency  is  sensible  that  nothing  but  the  most  pressing 
necessity  could  induce  us  to  depart  from  the  advice  you  are  pleased 
to  give,  and  we  request  you  to  accept  the  reasons  we  have  assigned 
as  an  apology  for  so  doing. 

By  order  of  the  committee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble 
sei^vant,  WILLIAM  HENRY,  Chairman. 


All  the  above  memorials,  letters,  and  papers,  received  from  the 
Minister  this  day,  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  namely,  Mr. 
Huntington,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Kean, 
who  were  instructed  to  confer  with  the  President  and  the  Supreme 
Ejcecutive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  with  the 
Minister  and  Consul  of  France,  and  to  prepare  and  report  a  state  of 
facts,  together  with  their  opinion  of  the  measures  proper  for  Congress 
to  adopt  thereupon. 
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M.  HOLKEB  TO  M.  GERARD. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  29th,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  several  annexed  certificates, 
which  have  been  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Rumford,  of  Wilmington.  As 
these  papers  have  a  direct  relation  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Rumford, 
and  to  the  seizure  made  of  the  flour  bought  by  him  for  the  King's 
squadron,  and  as  they  may  give  room  for  fuller  information,  as  well 
with  regard  to  my  transactions  as  to  that  of  this  commissary,  or  of 
every  one  else  in  relation  to  the  said  flour  seized,  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  request  you  to  transmit  them  as  soon  as  possible  to  Congress, 
informing  that  body  that  I  have  sent  duplicates  of  them  to  the 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  I  hope  that  there  will  be 
found  in  them  proofs  of  the  desire  which  has  always  animated  me  to 
conform  in  everything  to  the  resolutions  or  recommendations  of 
Congress,  as  well  as  to  dispel  all  the  doubts  or  suspicions  which 
insinuations,  assertions,  or  publications  could  have  shed  upon  me.  I 
dare  even  flatter  myself  that  I  shall  at  last  receive  the  satisfactory 
testimonial  to  which  my  conduct,  my  transactions,  public,  or  private, 
in  everything  that  can  concern  the  United  States  of  America,  seem 
to  entitle  me  on  the  part  of  Congress. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

HOLKER. 

o 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  30th,  1779. 
Sir, 
Mr.  Rumford  has  sent  to  the  Consul  of  the  King  some  new 
documents,  which  throw  great  light  on  the  affair  of  the  flour  from 
Wilmington.  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  them  to  you,  in  the  hope 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  them  before  Congress,  as  well  as  the 
letter  of  M.  Holker  which  accompanies  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  your  most 
humble  and  obedient  servant,  GERARD 
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In  Congress,  July  30th,  1779. 

The  above  papers  were  referred  to  tlie  committee  of  five  before 
mentioned,  who  on  the  2d  of  August  delivered  in  a  report,  where- 
upon Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Minister  of  France  be  assured  that  Congress 
will  at  all  times  afford  every  countenance  and  protection  to  the 
Consuls  and  other  servants  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  with  the 
powers  and  authorities  to  them  delegated  by  their  constituents. 

That  the  several  appointments  of  Consuls  made,  and  which  may 
hereafter  be  made  and  approved  by  Congress,  be  duly  registered  in 
the  Secretary's  office,  and  properly  notified  by  the  President  to  the 
executive  authorities  of  the  respective  States  in  whose  ports  such 
Consuls  may  reside. 

That  the  measures  taken  by  M,  Holker  to  procure  flour  for  the 
fleet  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  in  the  way  of  commerce,  have 
from  lime  to  time  been  made  known  unto  and  been  fully  approved 
by  Congress ;  that  the  several  proceedings  and  publications  com- 
plained of  by  the  Minister  on  that  subject  are  very  injurious  to  the 
servants  of  his  said  Majesty,  and  that  Congress  do  highly  disapprove 
of  the  same. 

That  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania be  informed  that  any  prosecutions  which  it  may  be  expedient 
to  direct  for  such  matters  and  things  in  the  said  publications  or 
transactions,  as  may  be  against  the  laws  of  nations,  shall  be  carried 
on  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

That  the  Minister  of  France  be  informed  that  the  President  and 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  have  taken  propei 
measures  to  restore  the  flour  taken  from  the  agents  of  M.  Holker. 


THE  PRESIDENT  OF   PENNSYLVANIA  TO  M.   GERARD. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  July  3Ist,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  now  the  honor  of  addressing  you  in  answer  to  the  repre- 
sentation you  were  pleased  to  make  to  this  Board  on  the  24th  instant. 

When  to  every  principle  of  public  affection,  policy,  and  justice, 
there  is  added  our  experience  of  your  personal  friendship  to  America, 
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and  your  attachment  and  engaging  deportment  to  the  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania  of  every  rank,  all  professions  on  our  part  to  make  your 
residence  in  the  State  happy,  easy,  and  honorable,  must  be  unneces- 
sary. It  is  not  easy,  therefore,  for  us  to  find  language  to  express 
our  concern  at  any  transaction  which  may  disturb  your  repose,  and 
interrupt  the  exercise  of  those  functions  discharged  v/ith  so  much 
honor  to  yourself  and  satisfaction  to  those  who  are  called  to  take  any 
part  in  public  affairs. 

In  some  communications  which  the  honorable  Congress  have  been 
pleased  to  make  to  us,  we  also  see  with  great  concern,  that  appre- 
hensions are  expressed,  the  reality  of  which  we  should  deplore  as  an 
evil  of  the  first  magnitude.  Be  assured,  sir,  that  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  and  of  Pennsylvania,  cannot  entertain  sentiments  so 
unworthy ;  but  if  there  are  any  so  lost  to  every  sense  of  propriety, 
decency,  and  order,  the  authority  of  the  State  has  power  equal  to 
its  inclination  to  check  and  suppress  so  licentious  and  wicked  a 
procedure. 

We  entreat  you,  therefore,  to  dismiss  every  idea  so  painful  and  so 
dishonorable  to  us  as  that  of  personal  insult,  and  repose  confidence 
in  us  when  we  confirm  to  you  our  assurances  of  the  affection,  respect, 
and  esteem  of  our  constituents.  And  if  there  are  any  persons  who 
presume  to  insinuate  dangers  of  outrages,  as  suggested  in  your  repre- 
sentations, we  most  earnestly  request  you  to  consider  them  either  as 
ignorant  of  the  real  sentiments  of  those  of  whom  they  speak,  or  as 
acting  from  less  honorable  motives. 

I  have  now  the  honor  of  acquainting  you,  that  upon  the  requisition 
of  this  Board,  the  flour  in  question,  and  which  has  given  rise  to  this 
unhappy  discussion,  is  delivered  up  to  this  Board,  and  that  it  is  ready 
to  be  put  into  the  disposal  of  M.  Holker,  or  any  person  he  may 
direct,  for  the  purposes  of  its  original  destination,  without  any  condi- 
tion or  restriction,  a  measure  which  we  hope  both  as  to  you  and 
himself,  will  be  considered  as  a  relinquishment  of  those  terms  which 
form  a  ground  of  your  complaint.  Our  desire  to  make  the  most 
early  and  explicit  avowal  of  our  sentiments  and  intentions  has 
induced  us  to  make  this  communication,  at  the  same  time  all  other 
business  being  laid  aside,  we  are  considering  the  papers  which  touch 
the  character  of  M.  Holker,  upon  which  we  shall,  without  delay, 
address  ourselves  to  the  honorable  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
through  whom  those  communications  have  been  made  to  us,  and  we 
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trust  it  will  fully  appear  that  a  veneration  for  the  Prince,  whose 
servant  he  is,  respect  to  your  interposition,  justice  to  him,  and  a  due 
regard  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  this  State,  have  influenced  our 
determination. 

We  observe  all  the  papers  respecting  this  transaction  have  been 
transmitted  to  you,  excepting  a  resolution  of  this  Board,  passed  on 
the  14th  instant,  which,  probably,  by  some  accident  has  been  omitted. 
I  have  now  the  honor  of  enclosing  it,  that  every  proceeding  may  be 
fully  before  you. 

Signed  in  and  by  order  of  Council. 

JOSEPH  REED,  President. 


In  Congress.  On  the  4th  of  August,  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Minister,  relative  to  the  ship  Mary 
and  Elizabeth's  cargo,  delivered  in  a  report,  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  do  not  entertain  any  suspicion  that  M. 
Holker,  agent  of  the  marine  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  had  any 
participation  in,  or  knowledge  of,  the  shipping  of  provisions  on 
private  account  on  board  vessels  despatched  in  the  name  of  his 
Most  Christian  Majesty. 

Resolved,  That  frauds  by  masters  and  shippers  are  offences  against 
the  municipal  laws,  and  are  to  be  investigated  by  the  magistrates  of 
the  States  respectively. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  August  5th,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  with  gratitude  the  resolution  of  Congress  which 
you  were  so  kind  as  to  send  me  yesterday.  I  express  my  sentiments 
on  this  subject  in  the  annexed  memorial,  which  I  request  you  to  be 
pleased  to  lay  before  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  your  most 

obedient  and  humble  servant, 

GERARD. 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  August  5th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  is  eager  to  thank  Congress 
for  the  readiness  with  wliich  they  have  been  pleased  to  yield  to  his 
representations  of  the  26th  of  last  month. 

The  resolutions  which  have  been  communicated  to  the  undersigned 
in  the  name  of  Congress,  appear  to  him  to  leave  nothing  to  be 
desired;  he  only  hopes  that  the  public  will  be  informed  of  the 
opinions  of  Congress,  in  whatever  form  they  shall  think  the  most 
suitable;  and  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  is  persuaded  that  his 
Court  will  regard  the  said  resolutions  as  a  suitable  and  sufficient 
satisfaction  for  the  proceedings  which  they  condemn,  and  the  offence 
which  has  resulted  from  them. 

It  is  under  this  impression  that  the  undersigned  Minister  takes  the 
liberty  to  request  Congress  not  to  carry  into  execution  that  one  of 
their  resolutions  which  orders  that  those  who  on  this  occasion  may 
have  violated  the  laws  of  nations  shall  be  prosecuted.  The  King's 
greatness  of  mind  forbids  his  Minister  to  insist  upon  such  a  measure. 
Between  nations  closely  connected  by  the  most  powerful  motives  of 
friendship  and  interest,  even  the  most  lawful  reparations  ought  always 
to  stop  short  of  revenge.  It  is  sufficient  to  undeceive  the  public,  and 
to  restrain  the  evil-disposed  men,  who  sometimes  conceal  themselves 
under  the  pretence  of  the  common  good.  The  said  Minister,  conse- 
quently, earnestly  requests  Congress  to  stop  the  said  prosecutions, 
and  he  dares  hope  this  from  the  moderation  of  Congress,  provided 
that  motives  foreign  to  France  and  independent  of  the  present  affair 
do  not  cause  this  august  body,  or  the  Executive  Council  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  see  in  this  indulgence  inconveniences  which  are  out  of 
the  sphere  of  the  undersigned  Minister.  GERARD 


In  Congress,  August  9th,  1779. 

Resolved,  That  the  Minister  of  France  be  informed  that  the  reso- 
lutions alluded  to  in  his  memorial  of  the  5th  instant  will  be  published 
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in  the  Journals  of  Congress,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  consider 
himself  at  liberty  to  make  such  use  of  the  copies  transmitted  to  him 
as  he  may  think  expedient. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  August  llth,  1779. 
Sir, 

It  is  with  the  greatest  regret  that  I  learn  that  the  attempt  made  at 
Martinique  to  obtain  military  stores  has  been  fruitless.  You  will  see 
the  reasons  of  it  in  the  letter  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  send  you.  Nothing  but  the  impossibility  of  the 
thing  could  prevent  the  servants  of  the  King  from  rendering  all 
possible  services  to  the  American  cause,  and  compel  them  to  delay 
complying  with  the  requests  of  Congress 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  your  most 
humble  and  most  obedient  servant,  GERARD. 


THE  MARQUIS  DE  BOUILLE  TO  M.  GERARD. 

Translation. 

Martinique,  July  llth,  1779. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on 
the  8th  of  June,  in  which  you  inform  me  of  Congress's  want  of 
powder.  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  supplies  for  this  colony,  which 
are  much  less  than  they  ought  to  be,  will  not  permit  me  to  furnish 
any  to  the  United  States  of  America.  The  immense  and  unforeseen 
consumption  occasioned  by  Count  d'Estaing's  fleet  and  his  unhappy 
expedition  against  St.  Lucia,  have  laid  me  under  the  necessity  of 
purchasing  up  all  the  powder  in  the  hands  of  merchants  to  the 
amount  of  fifty  thousand  pounds,  and  you  must  be  sensible  that 
nothing  but  the  most  urgent  necessity  could  have  induced  me  to  go 
to  such  expense  on  account  of  the  King,  at  a  time  when  I  am  in  so 
much  want  of  money.    Mr.  Bmgham,  who  is  here,  an  agent  of  Con- 
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gress,  will  be  able  to  purchase  lead  of  the  merchants.     As  to  arms 
they  are  become  scarce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &ic.,  BOUILLE. 

P.  S.  I  beg  of  you,  sir,  to  use  all  your  efforts,  that  we  may  receive 
as  much  provisions  as  possible  before  the  month  of  November  next 
at  farthest,  and  cause  them  to  be  addressed  to  me  either  at  Fort 
Royal,  St.  Pierre,  or  at  Trinite  in  this  Island,  and  that  you  would 
not  let  the  price  of  freight  prevent  you.  You  will  thereby  do  us 
the  most  essential  service. 


In  Congress,  August  23d,  1779. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  a  committee  consisting  of  one  mem- 
ber from  each  State  be  appointed  to  congratulate  the  Minister  of 
France  on  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty, 
and  to  assure  him  that  the  pleasure  which  we  feel  on  this  occasion 
can  be  estimated  by  those  only  who  have  a  just  sense  of  the  exten- 
sive blessings  which  many  nations  have  already  derived  from  his 
wisdom,  justice,  and  magnanimity,  and  of  the  prospect  of  general 
happiness  to  mankind  through  the  influence  of  his  Majesty's  virtuous 
exertions  and  glorious  example. 


M.  GERARD  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  August  23d,  1779. 

Gentlemen, 
The  manner  in  which  Congress  are  pleased  to  express  their  senti- 
ments on  the  occasion  of  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the  King,  my 
master,  is  a  mark  of  their  friendship  and  respect  for  his  Majesty. 
Your  expressions  are  truly  worthy  of  a  faithful  ally,  and  I  dare 
assure  you  that  the  account  which  I  shall  render  to  his  Majesty  of 
them,  will  be  in  the  highest  degree  agreeable  to  him. 

GERARD. 
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THE  COUNT  DE  VEUGENNES  TQ  M.  GERARD. 

In  Congress,  September  1th.  The  President  laid  before  Congress 
a  paper  of  intelligence,  which  he  received  from  the  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary of  France,  and  which  is  as  follows,  being  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Count  de  Vergennes  to  M.  Gerard,  dated  Versailles, 
June  29th,  1779: 

Translation. 
«  Sir, 

"The  decision  of  Spain  is  public.  Her  Ambassador  quitted 
London  on  the  18th  of  this  month  ;  he  is  now  at  Paris.  Her  forces 
are  on  their  march  to  join  with  ours.  The  junction  made,  they  will 
endeavor  to  inflict  on  England  a  blow  sufficiently  heavy  to  force  her 
to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  America.  To  free  herself,  if 
possible,  from  this  hard  necessity,  and  to  procure  herself  the  j)ower  of 
opposing  at  some  future  time  a  nation  which  she  will  not,  without 
great  reluctance,  consent  to  free  from  the  servitude  which  she  wished 
to  impose  upon  them,  it  seems  that  she  has  sent  two  emissaries  to 
Congress  with  the  offer  of  a  truce,  and  even  with  power  to  withdraw 
all  the  English  forces,  if  America  will  determine  to  give  up  our 
alliance,  and  to  separate  herself  from  us. 

"  1  do  not  imagine  that  this  treachery  can  even  enter  into  the 
mind  of  Congress  ;  but  if  they  should  be  enticed  by  the  love  of 
peace,  a  single  reflection  ought  to  stop  it.  As  soon  as  England 
shall  have  proved  the  defection,  she  can  settle  her  affairs  with  us, 
and  we  shall  have  no  reason  to  refuse  to  do  it ;  she  will  then  fall 
upon  America  with  the  whole  mass  of  her  power,  very  certain  that 
no  nation  in  Europe  will  afterwards  take  any  interest  in  a  nation 
which  shall  have  signalized  its  birth  by  the  most  unworthy  cowardice 
of  which  a  Government  can  be  guilty.  I  am  persuaded,  sir,  that 
this  reflection,  seasonably  presented,  will  be  of  great  effect.  There 
are  many  other  reflections  which  certainly  will  not  escape  your 
wisdom."  

TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  September  15th,  1779. 

Sir, 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  to  inform 
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the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  that  he  has  appointed 
Mr.  James  Wilson  Attorney-General  of  the  French  nation,  in  order 
that  he  may  be  entrusted  with  all  causes  and  matters  relative  to 
navigation  and  commerce.  The  said  Minister  thought  it  proper  to 
coramunicaie  this  proceeding  to  Congress.  GERARD 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  September  ]5th,  1779. 

Sir, 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  who  is  preparing  to 
depart  immediately,  has  the  honor  to  request  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  be  pleased,  in  the  course  of  the  week,  if  it  be  not 
inconvenient,  to  grant  him  an  audience  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
leave  of  Congress.  GERARD. 


In  Congress,  September  15th,  1779. 

Resolved,  That  Friday  next  be  assigned  for  granting  a  private 
audience  to  M.  Gerard,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  in  order 
to  his  taking  leave. 

Resolved,  That  this  private  audience  be  in  full  Congress. 

Friday,  September  11th.  Resolved,  That  two  members  be 
appointed  to  introduce  the  Minister  to  the  private  audience. 

The  Minister  being  introduced,  took  his  leave  in  the  following 
speech : 

M.  Gerard's  Speech  on  taking  leave  of  Congress. 
Translation. 

"  Gentlemen, 
"  The  King,  my  master,  having  been  pleased  to  accept  the  repre- 
sentations which  my  bad  state  of  health  compelled  me  to  make  to 
him,  has  permitted  me  to  return.     At  the  same  time  he  has  been  in 
haste  to  send  another  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  America,  in  order 
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that  there  may  be  no  interruption  in  the  care  of  cultivating  the 
mutual  friendship.  1  must  leave  it  to  the  talents  of  the  Chevalier  de 
la  Luzerne  to  explain  to  you  his  Majesty's  sentiments,  and  will  confine 
myself  here,  gentlemen,  to  expressing  to  you  the  satisfaction  I  shall 
experience  in  giving  an  account  to  him  of  the  events  of  which  I  have 
been  a  witness  during  more  than  a  year's  residence  with  you.  He 
will  .perceive  in  them  the  sentiments  which  animate  and  direct  your 
counsels,  your  wisdom,  your  firmness,  your  attachment  to  the  alli- 
ance, and  your  zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  the  common  cause  and  of 
the  two  respective  nations.  He  will  see,  with  pleasure,  the  valuable 
union  which  constitutes  the  principal  force  and  power  of  confederated 
America,  that  not  only  the  citizens  are  in  no  want  of  zeal  or  vigor  to 
repel  the  incursions  which  henceforth  can  have  no  other  object  than 
a  barbarous  devastation,  but  also  that  there  is  no  American  who  does 
not  perceive  the  necessity  of  uniting  to  humble  the  common  enemy 
more  and  more,  and  to  weaken  him  by  efforts  proportionate  to  the 
importance  of  putting  a  happy  end  to  a  glorious  revolution,  and  also 
of  securing  to  confederated  America,  by  a  firm  and  honorable  peace, 
as  quickly  as  possible,  the  inestimable  advantages  of  liberty  and 
independence,  which  form  the  essential  and  fundamental  object  of 
the  alliance,  and  of  the  war  provoked  and  made  necessary  by  Eng- 
land. 

"  It  remains  to  me,  gentlemen,  to  offer  you  in  general  and  individ- 
ually, the  tribute  of  my  gratitude  for  the  marks  of  confidence  and 
esteem,  and  for  the  attentions  which  I  have  received  from  you.  I 
have  always  endeavored  to  deserve  them  by  the  most  sincere  and 
lively  attachment  to  the  interests  and  to  the  dignity  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  to  the  principles  and  sentiments  resulting  from  the 
alliance.  I  have  not  lacked  zeal  for  every  thing  that  might  relate  to 
them,  and  cement  more  and  more  the  connexions,  whether  political 
or  personal,  between  the  two  nations.  The  most  fHattering  recom- 
pense of  my  labors  would  be  the  expression  of  your  satisfaction. 

GERARD." 

Reply  of  the  President  of  Congress  to  M.  Gerard's  Speech  on  his 
taking  leave. 
«  Sir, 
"  We  receive  with  much  concern  the  intimation  you  have  given 
us  that  the  bad  state  of  your  health  obliges  you  to  leave  America ; 
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though,  at  the  same  time,  we  are  sensible  of  the  continued  friendly 
care  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  in  sending  a  new  Mmister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  these  States. 

"  Great  as  our  regret  is  in  thus  parting  with  you,  yet  it  aiiords 
us  pleasure  to  think  how  well  disposed  you  are  to  improve  the 
favorable  opportunities  you  will  have  on  your  return  to  France  of 
evincing  to  his  Majesty  the  reality  of  those  sentiments  on  our  part 
which  may  justly  be  termed  the  animating  principles  of  the  United 

States. 

"By  such  representations,  the  King  will  be  assured  that  the 
citizens  of  these  States  observe  with  the  most  lively  satisfaction  the 
repeated  instances  of  his  amity  for  them  ;  that  they  regard  the 
alliance  as  an  inestimable  connexion,  endeared  to  them  by  the  purity 
of  the  motives  on  which  it  was  founded,  the  advantages  derived 
from  it,  and  the  blessings  it  promises  to  both  nations ;  that  their 
resolution  of  securing  its  essential  objects,  liberty  and  independence, 
is  unalterable ;  that  they  are  determined,  by  all  tbe  exertions  in  their 
power,  to  advance  the  common  cause,  and  to  demonstrate  that  while 
they  are  attentive  to  their  own  interests,  they  as  ardently  desire  to 
approve  themselves  not  only  faithful,  but  affectionate  allies. 

-By  a  residence  of  more  than  a  year  near  Congress  you  are 
enabled  to  form  a  competent  judgment  of  the  difficulties  we  have 
had  to  encounter,  as  well  as  of  our  efforts  to  remove  them. 

"Sir,  we  should  be  deficient  in  the  respect  due  to  distmguished 
merit  if  we  should  fail  to  embrace  this  opportunity  of  testifying  the 
hi^h  esteem  which  you  have  obtained  throughout  this  country  by 
yo^ur  public  and  private  conduct.  You  have  happily  combined  a 
vigilant  devotion  to  the  dignity  and  interest  of  our  most  excellent 
an°d  illustrious  ally,  with  a  zealous  attachment  to  the  honor  and 
welfare  of  these  States. 

"Your  prudence,  integrity,  ability,  and  dihgence  in  discharging 
the  eminent  trust  reposed  in  you,  have  secured  our  entire  confidence, 
and  now  solicit  from  us  the  strongest  declarations  of  our  satisfaction 
with  your  behavior. 

"  That  you  may  be  blessed  with  a  favorable  voyage,  the  approba- 
tion of  your  Sovereign,  the  perfect  recovery  of  your  health,  and  all 
happiness,  is  among  the  warmest  wishes  of  every  member  of  this 

^°1  By  order  of  Congress.  JOHN  JAY,  President:^ 
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CONGRESS  TO  THE  KING  OF  FRANCE. 

Great,  faithful,  and  beloved  Friend  and  Ally, 

The  conduct  of  your  Majesty's  Minister,  M.  Gerard,  during  his 
residence  in  America  has  been  in  every  respect  so  commendable  that 
we  cannot  forbear  testifying  to  your  Majesty  our  sense  of  iiis  merit 
without  feeling  that  uneasiness  which  arises  from  a  neglect  of  the 
obligations  of  justice. 

His  behavior  appears  to  us  to  have  been  uniformly  regulated  by  a 
devotion  to  your  Majesty's  dignity  and  interest,  and  an  adherence  to 
the  terms  and  principles  of  the  alliance,  while,  at  the  same  time,  he 
demonstrated  his  attachment  to  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  these 
States. 

Thus  serving  his  Sovereign,  he  acquired  our  entire  confidence  and 
esteem,  and  has  evinced  your  royal  wisdom  in  selecting  a  person  so 
properly  qualified  to  be  the  first  Minister  sent  to  the  United  States  of 
America. 

That  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  universe  may  bestow  all  happiness 
on  your  Majesty  is  the  prayer  of  your  faithful  and  affectionate  friends 
and  allies. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  seventeenth  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

JOHN  JAY,  President. 


In  Congress,  September  25th,  1779. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  paper  of  intelligence 
communicated  by  M.  Gerard,  on  the  7th  instant,*  reported  the  draft 
of  a  letter  in  answer  to  the  said  communication,  which  was  read  as 
follows  : 

"Sir, 
'•'The  sentiments  contained  in  the  paper  laid  before  Congress  on 
the  7th  instant  have  given  us  great  uneasiness,  as  they  admitted  the 
possibility  of  an  event  which  we  cannot  contemplate  without  pain 


*See  this  paper  above,  p.  637. 
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and  regret.  Nevertheless,  as  they  demonstrate  the  anxieties  of  a 
faithfurfriend,  Congress  are  willing  again  to  testify  their  unalterable 
attachment  to  the  terms  and  principles  of  the  alliance,  more  espe- 
cially as  we  wish  you,  on  leaving  America,  to  take  with  you  a 
solemn  assurance  of  our  fixed  dispositions. 

"  Reposing  ourselves  upon  that  Almighty  Power,  whose  interposi- 
tion in  our  behalf  we  have  often  seen  and  adored,  confident  of  the 
unanimity  and  zeal  of  our  fellow-citizens  throughout  these  States, 
assured  of  the  assistance  and  support  of  our  great  ally,  relying  that 
the  o-ood  and  brave  everywhere  regard  our  cause  with  interested 
attention,  we  firmly  repeat  what  we  have  already  declared,  that  no 
offer  of  advantage,  however  great  and  alluring,  no  extremes  of 
dann-er,  however  alarming,  shall  induce  us  to  violate  the  faith  we 
have  r^iven  and  the  resolutions  we  have  adopted,  for  the  observance 
of  which  we  have  solemnly  pledged  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our 
sacred  honor." 

After  debate,  Ordered,  That  the  President  return  the  following 
answer : 

"  Sir, 
"  Congress  feel  themselves  obliged  by  your  communication  of  the 
7ih  instant,  and  are  happy  that  M.  Gerard  will  be  able  to  contradict, 
from   the  fullest   evidence,  every  insinuation   which  may  be   made 
prejudicial  to  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  United  States." 
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C.  A.  DE  LA  LUZERNE, 


MINISTER   PLENIPOTENTIARY   FROM   FRANCE  TO 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 
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C^sAR  Anne  de  la  Luzerne  succeeded  M.  Gerard  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  France  to  the  United  States.  He  had  previously  been  employed  in  a  diplo- 
matic capacity,  and  with  much  success,  in  Bavaria,  which  he  left  in  July,  1778. 
He  was  soon  after  appointed  to  supply  the  place  of  M.  Gerard,  and  arrived  in 
Philadelphia  on  the  21st  of  September,  1779.  As  his  predecessor  was  still  dis- 
charging the  functions  of  his  office,  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  did  not  receive  his 
first  audience  of  Congress  till  the  17th  of  November. 

From  that  time  to  the  end  of  the  war  he  applied  himself  sedulously  to  the  duties 
of  his  station,  and  by  the  suavity  of  his  manners,  as  well  as  by  the  uniform 
discretion  of  his  official  conduct,  he  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  American 
people.  His  efforts  were  all  directed  to  the  support  of  the  alliance,  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  equity,  and  the  broad  basis  of  reciprocal  interests  established  in  the 
treaties. 

After  remaining  in  the  United  States  more  than  five  years  he  obtained  permission 
to  visit  France,  although  he  did  not  then  resign  his  commission  as  Minister.  A 
few  months  afterwards,  however,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Jay,  then  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  that,  being  designed  by  the  King  for  another  appointment,  his  character 
as  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States  had  ceased.  M.  Barbe  Marbois,  who  had 
been  the  Secretary  of  Legation  during  the  whole  of  M.  de  la  Luzerne's  residence 
in  America,  succeeded  him  as  Charge  d 'Affaires. 

The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  accepted  the  appointment  of  Ambassador  from 
France  to  the  Court  of  London,  in  January,  1788.  He  remained  there  till  his 
death,  which  happened  on  the  14th  of  September,  1791,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years. 
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SUBSTANCE    OF     A    CONFERENCE   BETWEEN    M.    DE    LA    LUZERNE    AND 
GENERAL  WASHINGTON,  AT   HEAD   QUARTERS,  WEST  POINT  * 

September  IGth,  1779. 

The  Minister  opened  the  conference  by  observing  that  the  Council 
of  Massachusetts  had  represented  to  hirn  the  disadvantages,  which 
their  commerce  was  likely  to  suffer  from  the  late  misfortune  in 
Penobscot,  and  the  advantages  which  would  result  if  his  Excellency 
Count  d'Estaing  could  detach  a  few  ships-of-the-line  and  frigates  to 
be  stationed  upon  their  coast  for  protecting  their  commerce,  and 
countenancing  the  operations  of  their  cruisers  against  that  of  the 
enemy.  But  before  he  should  propose  such  a  measure  to  Count 
d'Estaing,  he  wished  to  know  from  the  General  what  purposes  the 
detachment  would  answer  to  his  military  operations,  and  whether  it 
would  enable  him  to  prosecute  any  offensive  enterprise  against  the 
enemy.  That,  if  he  could  accompany  the  request  of  the  Council 
with  assurance  of  this  kind,  a  motive  of  such  importance  v.'ould  have 
the  greatest  influence  in  determining  the  concurrence  of  Count 
d'Estaing,  and  might  the  better  justify  him  in  deranging  or  contract- 
ing his  plans  in  the  West  Indies,  by  making  a  detachment  of  his 
force. 

The  General   answered   that   if  Count   d'Estaing  could   spare  a 


*  The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  arrived  at  Boston  on  the  2d  of  August,  and  on 
his  way  to  Philadelphia  visited  General  Washington,  at  West  Point.  Hence  this 
conference  took  place  before  liis  public  introduction  to  Congress  as  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary. 
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detachment  superior  to  the  enemy's  naval  force  upon  this  continent, 
retaining  such  a  force  in  the  West  Indies  as  would  put  it  out  of  the 
enemy's  power  to  detach  an  equal  force  to  this  continent  without 
leaving  themselves  inferior  in  the  Islands,  the  measure  would  have  a 
high  probahility  of  many  important  and  perhaps  decisive  advantages; 
but  these  would  depend  upon  several  contingencies,  as  the  time  in 
which  the  detachment  can  arrive,  and  the  position  and  force  of  the 
enemy  when  it  arrives.  That  the  season  proper  for  military  opera- 
tions was  now  pretty  far  advanced,  and  to  make  a  winter  campaign 
would  require  a  disposition  of  our  magazines  peculiar  to  it,  which 
could  not  be  made  without  a  large  increase  of  expense,  a  circum- 
stance not  to  be  desired  in  the  present  posture  of  our  affairs,  unless 
the  arrival  of  a  naval  succor  was  an  event  of  some  certainty.  That, 
with  respect  to  the  position  and  force  of  the  enemy,  they  had  now 
about  fourteen  thousand  men  at  New  York  and  its  dependencies,  and 
between  three  and  four  thousand  at  Rhode  Island  ;  that  to  reduce 
the  former,  if  it  should  be  concentred  on  the  Island,  would  require 
extensive  preparations  beforehand,  both  as  to  magazines  and  aids  of 
men,  which  could  not  with  propriety  be  undertaken  on  a  precarious 
expectation  of  assistance.  But  that,  if  the  garrison  of  Rhode  Island 
should  continue  there,  we  should  have  every  reason  to  expect  its 
reduction  by  a  combined  operation  ;  it  might,  however,  be  withdrawn  ; 
he  added  that  the  enemy  appear  to  be  making  large  detachments  from 
New  York,  which  the  present  situation  of  their  affairs  seems  to  exact; 
that  there  is  a  high  probability  of  their  being  left  so  weak  as  to  give 
us  an  opportunity  during  the  winter  of  acting  effectually  against  New 
York,  in  case  of  the  arrival  of  a  fleet  to  cooperate  with  us,  even  with 
the  force  we  now  have  and  could  suddenly  assemble  on  an  emer- 
gency ;  that,  at  all  events,  the  French  squadron  would  be  able  to 
strike  an  important  stroke  in  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the 
enemy's  vessels-of-war,  with  a  large  number  of  transports  and  perhaps 
seamen. 

He  concluded  with  observing  that,  though  in  the  great  uncertainty 
of  the  arrival  of  a  squadron  he  could  not  undertake  to  make  expensive 
preparations  for  cooperating,  nor  pledge  liimself  for  doing  it  effect- 
ually, yet  there  was  the  greatest  prospect  of  utility  from  the  arrival  of 
such  a  squadron,  and  he  would  engage  to  do  everything  in  his  power 
for  improving  its  aid,  if  it  should  appear  upon  our  coast;  that,  if  the 
present  or  future  circumstances  should  permit  Count  d'Estaing  to 
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concert  a  combined  operation  with  the  troops  of  these  States  ao-ainst 
the  enemy's  fleets  and  armies  within  these  States,  he  would  be  ready- 
to  promote  the  measure  to  the  utmost  of  our  resources,  and  should 
have  the  highest  hopes  of  its  success  ;  it  would,  however,  be  neces- 
sary, to  prevent  delay  and  give  efficacy  to  the  project,  that  he  should 
have  some  previous  notice. 

The  Minister  replied  that  the  General's  delicacy  upon  the  occasion 
was  very  proper,  but  as  he  seemed  unwilling  to  give  assurances  of 
effectual  cooperation,  in  conveying  the  application  to  the  Admiral  he 
would  only  make  use  of  the  name  of  the  Council,  which  would,  no 
doubt,  have  all  the  weight  due  to  the  application  of  so  respectable  a 
body. 

The  General  assented,  observing  that  occasional  mention  might  be 
made  of  the  military  advantages  to  be  expected  from  the  measure. 

The  Minister  next  informed  the  General  that  there  had  been  some 
negociations  between  Congress  and  M.  Gerard  on  the  subject  of  the 
Floridas,  and  the  limits  of  the  Spanish  dominions  in  that  quarter, 
concerning  which  certain  resolutions  had  been  taken  by  Congress, 
which  he  supposed  were  known  to  the  General.  He  added  that  the 
Spaniards  had  in  contemplation  an  expedition  against  the  Floridas, 
which  was  either  already  begun  or  very  soon  would  be  begun,  and  he 
wished  to  know  the  General's  opinion  of  a  cooperation  on  our  part ; 
that  it  was  probable  this  expedition  would  immediately  divert  the 
enemy's  force  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  the  question 
then  would  be  whether  General  Lincoln's  army  would  be  necessary 
elsewhere,  or  might  be  employed  in  a  cooperation  with  the  Spanish 
forces.  That  the  motive  with  the  French  Court  for  wishing  such  a 
cooperation  was,  that  it  would  be  a  meritorious  act  on  the  side  of  the 
United  States  towards  Spain,  who,  though  she  had  all  along  been 
well  disposed  to  the  revolution,  had  entered  reluctantly  into  the  war, 
and  had  not  yet  acknowledged  our  independence;  that  a  step  of 
this  kind  would  serve  to  confirm  her  good  dispositions,  and  to  induce 
her  not  only  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  us,  but  perhaps  to  assist  with 
a  loan  of  money.  That  the  forces  of  Spain  in  the  Islands  were  so 
considerable  as  would  in  all  appearance  make  our  aid  unnecessary ; 
on  which  account  the  utility  of  it,  only  contingent  and  possible,  was 
but  a  secondary  consideration  with  the  Court  of  France ;  the  desire 
to  engage  Spain  more  firmly  in  our  interests,  by  a  mark  of  our  good 
will  to  her,  was  the  leading  and  principal  one. 
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The  General  assured  the  Minister  that  he  had  the  deepest  sense 
of  the  friendship  of  France,  but  replied  to  the  matter  in  question  that 
he  was  altogether  a  stranger  to  the  measures  adopted  by  Congress 
relative  to  the  Floridas,  and  could  give  no  opinion  of  the  propriety 
of  the  cooperation  proposed  in  a  civil  or  political  light ;  but  consid- 
ering it  merely  as  a  military  question,  he  saw  no  objection  to  the 
measure,  on  the  supposition  that  the  enemy's  force  in  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina  be  withdrawn,  without  which  it  would,  of  course,  be 
impossible. 

The  Minister  then  asked,  in  case  the  operation  by  the  Spaniards 
against  the  Floridas  should  not  induce  the  English  to  abandon  the 
southern  States,  whether  it  would  be  agreeable  that  the  forces,  either 
French  or  Spanish,  employed  there,  should  cooperate  with  our  troops 
against  those  of  the  enemy  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 

The  General  replied  that  he  imagined  such  a  cooperation  would 
be  desirable. 

The  Minister  inquired  in  the  next  place  whether,  in  case  the 
Court  of  France  should  find  it  convenient  to  send  directly  from 
France  a  squadron  and  a  few  regiments  attached  to  it,  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  us  in  this  quarter,  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the 
United  States. 

The  General  thought  it  would  contribute  much  to  advance  the 
common  cause. 

The  Minister  informed  us  that  Dr.  Franklin  bad  purchased  a  fifty 
gun  ship,  which  the  King  of  France  intended  to  equip  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  sent  with  two  or  three  frigates  to  New- 
foundland to  act  against  the  enemy's  vessels  employed  in  the  fishery, 
and  afterwards  to  proceed  to  Boston  to  cruise  from  that  port. 

He  concluded  the  conference  with  stating  that  in  Boston  several 
gentlemen  of  influence,  some  of  them  members  of  Congress,  had 
conversed  with  him  on  the  subject  of  an  expedition  against  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia;  that  his  Christian  Majesty  had  a  sincere  and 
disinterested  desire  to  see  those  two  Provinces  annexed  to  the 
American  Confederacy,  and  would  be  disposed  to  promote  a  plan 
for  this  purpose ;  but  that  he  would  undertake  nothing  of  the  kind 
unless  the  plan  was  previously  approved  and  digested  by  the  General, 
He  added  that  a  letter  from  the  General  to  Congress  some  time 
since,  on  the  subject  of  an  expedition  to  Canada,  had  appeared  in 
France,  and  had  been  submitted  to  the  best  military  judges,  who 
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approved  the  reasoning,  and  thought  the  objections  to  the  plan  which 
had  been  proposed  very  plausible  and  powerful.  That,  whenever 
the  General  should  think  the  circumstances  of  this  country  favorable 
to  such  an  undertaking,  he  should  be  very  glad  to  recommend  the 
plan  he  should  propose,  and  he  was  assured  that  the  French  Court 
would  give  it  all  the  aid  in  their  power. 

The  General  again  expressed  his  sense  of  the  good  dispositions  of 
his  Christian  Majesty,  but  observed  that,  while  the  enemy  remain  in 
force  in  these  States,  the  difficulties  stated  in  his  letter  alluded  to  by 
the  Minister  would  still  subsist ;  but  that,  whenever  that  force  should 
be  removed,  he  doubted  not  it  would  be  a  leading  object  with  the 
Government  to  wrest  the  two  aforementioned  Provinces  from  the 
power  of  Britain  ;  that  in  this  case,  he  should  esteem  himself  honored 
in  being  consulted  on  the  plan  ;  and  was  of  opinion  that,  though  we 
should  have  land  force  enough  for  the  undertaking,  without  in  this 
respect  intruding  upon  the  generosity  of  our  allies,  a  naval  coopera- 
tion would  certainly  be  very  useful  and  necessary. 

The  rest  of  the  conference  consisted  in  mutual  assurances  of 
friendship  of  the  two  countries,  &;c.,  interspersed  on  the  General's 
side  with  occasional  remarks  on  the  importance  of  removing  the  war 
from  these  States,  as  it  would  enable  us  to  afford  ample  supplies  to 
the  operations  in  the  West  Indies,  and  to  act  with  efficacy  in  annoy- 
ing the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  dispossessing  them  of  their 
dominions  on  this  Continent. 

Head  Gluarters,  September  18lh,  1779. 

The  foregoing  is,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  the  substance  of 
a  conference  at  which  I  was  present  at  the  time  mentioned,  and 
interpreted  between  the  Minister  and  the  General. 

A.  HAMILTON. 


RECEPTION  OF  THE  FRENCH  MINISTER  BY  CONGRESS.* 

In  Congress,  November  17th,  1779. 

According  to  order  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  was  introduced 
by  Mr.  Mathews  and  Mr.  Morris,  the  two  members  appointed  for 


*  The  ceremonial  of  the  introduction  of  M.  de  la  Luzerne  to  Congress  was  the 
same  as  had  been  adopted  in  the  case  of  M.  Gerard.  See  the  Correspondence  of 
M.  Gerard  above,  p.  562. 
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that  purpose ;  and  being  seated  in  his  chair,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Embassy  delivered  to  the  President  a  sealed  letter  from  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  in  the  terms  following : 

Tlie  King  of  France  to  Congress. 

"  To  our  dear  great  Friends  and  Allies,  the  President  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  General  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America. 

"  Very  dear  great  Friends  and  Allies, 

"The  bad  state  of  health  of  M.  Gerard,  our  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary to  you,  having  laid  him  under  the  necessity  of  applying  for  a 
recall,  we  have  made  choice  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  a 
Colonel  in  our  service,  to  supply  his  place.  We  have  no  doubt  that 
he  will  be  agreeable  to  you,  and  that  you  will  repose  entire  confi- 
dence in  him.  We  pray  you  to  give  full  credit  to  all  he  shall  say  to 
you  on  our  behalf,  especially  when  he  shall  assure  you  of  the 
sincerity  of  our  wishes  for  your  prosperity,  as  well  as  the  constancy 
of  our  affection  and  our  friendship  for  the  United  States  in  general, 
and  for  each  one  of  them  in  particular.  We  pray  God  to  keep  you, 
our  very  dear  great  friends  and  allies,  in  his  holy  protection. 

"Done  at  Versailles  the  31st  of  May,  1779. 

"  Your  good  friend  and  ally,  LOUIS." 

The  Minister  being  announced,  he  addressed  Congress  in  the 
following  speech  : 

Translation. 
"Gentlemen, 

"  The  wisdom  and  courage  which  have  founded  your  Republic, 
the  prudence  which  presides  over  your  deliberations,  your  firmness 
in  execution,  the  skill  and  valor  displayed  by  your  Generals  and 
soldiers  during  the  course  of  the  war,  have  attracted  the  admiration 
and  regard  of  the  whole  world. 

"  The  King,  my  master,  was  the  first  to  acknowledge  a  liberty 
acquired  amidst  so  many  perils  and  with  so  much  glory.  Since 
treaties  dictated  by  moderation  have  fixed  upon  a  permanent  basis 
the  union  of  France  with  the  American  Republic,  his  Majesty's 
whole  conduct  must  have  demonstrated  how  dearly  he  cherishes  your 
prosperity,  and  his  firm  resolution  to  maintain  your  independence  by 
every  means  in  his  power.     The  events  which  have  successively 
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unfolded  themselves,  show  the  wisdom  of  those  measures.  A  power- 
ful ally  has  acknowledged  the  justice  of  those  motives  which  had 
compelled  the  King  to  take  arms,  and  we  may  reasonably  hope  for 
the  most  solid  success  from  the  operations  of  the  united  fleets.  The 
naval  force  of  the  enemy  has  been  diverted  from  your  continent, 
compelled  to  flee  to  the  defence  of  their  own  possessions.  All  their 
efforts  have  been  too  feeble  to  prevent  our  troops  from  conquering  a 
considerable  part.  Other  British  islands  feared  the  same  lot,  when 
the  French  General  stopped  the  current  of  his  success  to  seek  new 
dangers  here.  In  conforming  to  his  Majesty's  intentions,  he  has 
acceded  to  his  own  inclinations,  to  the  desires  of  the  French,  and  to 
the  request  of  the  Americans,  who  invited  him  to  join  his  arms  to 
those  of  your  Republic.  Events  have  not  completely  answered  his 
courage  and  his  efforts,  but  his  blood  and  that  of  my  countrymen, 
shed  in  a  cause  so  dear  to  us,  has  cemented  the  basis  on  which  the 
alliance  is  founded,  and  impressed  on  it  a  character  as  indelible  as 
are  all  those  by  which  it  is  already  consecrated. 

"That  alliance,  gentlemen,  becomes  daily  more  indissoluble,  and 
the  benefits  which  the  two  nations  derive  from  it  have  given  it  the 
most  perfect  consistency. 

•'The  relations  of  commerce  between  the  subjects  of  the  King, 
my  master,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Thirteen  United  States, 
continually  multiply,  and  we  may  already  perceive,  in  spite  of  those 
obstacles,  which  embarrass  the  reciprocal  communication,  how  natural 
it  is,  how  advantageous  it  will  be  to  the  two  nations,  and  ail  who 
participate  in  it,  and  how  much  the  monopolizing  spirit,  the  jealous 
attention  and  prohibitory  edicts  of  the  enemy  to  your  freedom,  have 
been  prejudicial  to  your  happiness.  It  is  under  these  circumstances, 
gentlemen,  that  the  King  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  me  his  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  to  your  Republic.  You  have  seen  in  the  letter 
which  I  had  just  now  the  honor  to  deliver  from  him,  fresh  assurances 
of  his  friendship.  I  consider  as  the  happiest  circumstance  of  my 
life  a  mission,  in  the  course  of  which  I  am  certain  of  fulfilling  my 
duty,  when  I  labor  for  your  prosperity,  and  I  felicitate  myself  upon 
being  sent  to  a  nation  whose  interests  are  so  intimately  blended  with 
our  own,  that  I  can  be  useful  neither  to  France  nor  the  American 
Republic,  without  rendering  myself  agreeable  both  to  the  one  and 
the  other. 

"It  was  certainly  desirable  that  the  affairs  with  which  I  am 


654  LUZERNE. 

charged  had  remained  in  the  hands  of  that  enlightened  Minister, 
whom  I  succeed,  and  whose  health  compels  him  to  return  to  France. 
I  have  not  his  abilities  ;  but,  like  him,  I  have  an  unbounded  zeal  for 
the  welfare  and  success  of  the  common  cause.  Like  him,  I  am 
directed  to  concur  in  every  thing  which  can  be  useful  or  agreeable 
to  your  Republic.  I  have  the  same  attachment  to  the  people  whom 
you,  gentlemen,  represent,  and  the  same  admiration  of  their  conduct. 
I  have  the  most  fervent  wish  to  give  you  the  proof  of  it ;  and  I  hope 
by  these  different  titles,  to  merit  your  confidence  and  your  esteem. 

"LUZERNE." 

The  translation  of  the  foregoing  speech  being  read  to  the  House 
by  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  the  President  returned  the  following 
answer: 

-Sir, 

''The  early  attention  of  our  good  friend  and  ally  to  these  United 
States  is  gratefully  felt  by  all  their  virtuous  citizens,  and  we  should 
be  unfaithful  representatives  if  we  did  not  warmly  acknowledge  every 
instance  of  his  regard,  and  take  every  opportunity  of  expressing  the 
attachment  of  our  constituents  to  treaties  formed  upon  the  purest 
principles. 

"  His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  in  rendering  himself  a  protector  of 
the  rights  of  mankind,  became  entitled  to  assistance  from  the  friends 
of  man.  This  title  could  not  but  be  recognised  by  a  monarch  whose 
diadem  is  adorned  with  equity  and  truth.  That  monarch,  by  joining 
his  arms  to  those  of  our  great  ally,  has  given  a  fatal  blow  to  the 
common  enemy,  and  from  the  justice  of  the  motives  which  unite  the 
combined  fleets,  we  expect  the  most  solid  benefits  will  crown  their 
operations.  Nor  can  we  doubt  that  other  Powers  will  rejoice  to  see 
that  haughty  nation  humbled,  in  proportion  as  they  have  been 
insulted  by  her  presumptuous  arrogance.  We  well  know,  and  all 
the  world  must  acknowledge,  the  moderation  and  friendship  of  the 
Most  Christian  King,  in  neglecting  conquests  which  courted  his 
acceptance,  for  the  benevolent  pleasure  of  succoring  his  allies.  In 
this,  as  in  every  other  instance,  we  perceive  his  strict  adherence  to 
the  principles  of  our  defensive  alliance.  We  are  sensible  of  the  zeal 
of  the  French  General  in  executing  his  Majesty's  orders.  We  esteem 
his  courage,  we  lament  his  wounds,  and  we  respect  that  generous 
valor  which  has  led  your  countrymen  to  contend  with  ours  in  the 
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same  common  cause  in  the  same  field  of  glory — a  noble  emulation^ 
which  has  poured  out  the  blood  of  the  two  nations,  and  mingled  it 
together  as  a  sacred  pledge  of  perpetual  union. 

"The  consequences  which  have  followed  from  the  appearance 
of  the  French  fleet  upon  our  coasts,  particularly  by  disconcerting  the 
enemy's  plans  of  operations,  and  destroying  a  considerable  part  of 
their  naval  force,  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  the  measure.  That 
they  have  not  been  still  more  beneficial  is  to  be  attributed  to  those 
incidents  which,  in  the  hand  of  Providence,  determine  all  human 
events.  But  our  disappointment  is  compensated  by  reflecting  on  the 
perfect  harmony  that  subsisted  between  the  Generals  and  the  troops 
of  the  two  nations. 

"The  prosperous  course  of  this  campaign  gives  a  pleasing  hope 
that  the  moment  of  peace  may  soon  arrive,  when  the  reciprocation 
of  mutual  good  offices  shall  amply  recompense  our  mutual  labors  and 
cares,  and  we  doubt  not  but  in  that  moment  the  commerce  between 
the  allied  nations,  now  struggling  under  great  inconveniences,  will 
shoot  forth  with  vigor  and  advantage,  and  happily  demonstrate  the 
injuries  we  once  suffered  from  the  restraints  of  our  enemies. 

"  While  we  lament,  sir,  the  loss  of  your  worthy  predecessor,  we 
are  led,  from  your  personal  character,  to  the  pleasing  expectation 
that  you  will  possess  that  confidence  and  esteem  which  he  enjoyed. 
They  are  due  to  the  servant  of  our  benefactor;  we  are  happy  in  his 
choice,  and  being  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  intimate  connexion 
between  the  interests  and  views  of  the  allied  nations,  we  cannot  but 
persuade  ourselves  that  the  more  attentively  you  shall  perform  your 
duly  to  your  Sovereign,  and  the  more  sedulously  you  shall  guard 
and  promote  the  welfare  of  your  country,  the  more  agreeable  and 
respectable  you  will  render  yourself  to  the  citizens  of  America.* 
SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  Presidents 


DON  JUAN  MIRALLES  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Translation, 
gjj.  Philadelphia,  November  25lli,  1779. 

I  had  the  honor  of  communicating  to  you  on  the  22d  instant,  two 

*  Mr.  John  Adama  came  over  from  Fra.nce  in  the  same  ship  with  M.  de  la 
Luzerne,  and  tlic  Secretary  of  Legation,  M.  de  Marbois.  See  his  account  of  these 
gentlemen  in  John  Adams's  Correspondence,  Vol.  II.,  p.  587. 
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leuers  which  I  received  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Island  of 

td !'  i7  k"  "'" '"' ""  ^-'-"''"'y  '^='-  "« -f-- "-.  4 

K,,^  of  Grea,  Bn.am  made  by  his  Majescy,  was  solemnly  "pubhshed 
.  Hav  na  on  ,he  22d  of  the  said  mo„,h  of  July,  and  he  re  uests  me 
.0  ask  for  the  cooperation  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  the 
.neasures,  the  substance  of  which  I  am  now  to  have  the  honor  of 
recalhng  to  your  recollection. 

The  honorable  Congress  having  formerly  proposed  to  lay  sie»e  to 
the  town  of  St.  Augustine  i„  East  Florida,  in  older  to  resfore  I,  in 
case  of  success  to  the  troops  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  I  am  ordered 
.0  urge  the  sa.d  Congress  to  direct  the  arms  of'  the  United  Stl" 
agantst  that  place,  m  the  hope  that  this  diversion  will  give  powe  f 
asststance  to  those  which  the  forces  of  the  King  have  made  by  th 
tack  on  Pensacola;    and  that,  consequently,  the  English 'troops 
my  he  more  readdy  dnven  from  the  territory  of  the  American 
Repubhcs.    I  am  to  mform  the  Governor  General  of  Havana  at 
what  t,me  the  honorable  Congress  will   be  able  to  undertake  this 
conquest,  as  well  as  what  land  and  naval  forces  that  body  will  b 
able  to  etnploy  ,„  effecting  it,  in  order  that  the  Spanish  Generals  may 
arrange  the.r  operations  agreeably  to  the  information  which  I  shall 
transmit  to  them. 

I  am  also  ordered  to  invite  the  honorable  Congress  to  undertake 
the  conquest  of  the  terruory  and  the  possessions  held  by  the  EnMish 
to  the  north  st  of  Louisiana;  and  as  the  Governor  of  that  Province 
may,  by  h,s  expenence,  contribute  greatly  to  the  success  of  such  an 
enterprise,  he  ts  desirous  of  knowing  the  plan  of  operations  which 
Congress  wdl  adopt  u,  this  affair,  in  order  that  on  his  part  he  may 
second  it  by  every  effort  in  his  power. 

The  Governor  General  of  Havana  is  desirous  of  knowin.  the 

.I"unl'll"l  °  7"'''°"''  P'-°''""'°-'  ^-'  -PPli-  with  :.l,ich 
he  Un.ted  S  ates  of  Amer.ca  will  be  able  to  assist  Havana  and  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  as  well  as  the  other  possessions  of  bis  Majesty  in 
Amenca,  m  order  that  he  may  decide,  according  to  such  InformatL, 
upon  the  measures  to  be  adopted  for  procuring  his  supplies  of  pro- 
Visions.  '  ^  ^ 

I  had  yesterday  the  honor  of  communicating  these  various  requests 
to  the  honorable  Congress,  which  body  was  pleased  to  appoint  three 
of  ,ts  members  to  confer  with  me  upon  thetjt.    They  declared,  sir 
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that  they  should  be  much  gratified  to  see  my  proposals  supported  by 
you,  and  I  entreat  you  to  be  pleased,  by  your  intervention,  to  give 
all  requisite  weight  to  the  importance  of  these  great  objects. 

The  sending  as  soon  as  possible  of  such  forces  and  stores  as  Con- 
gress shall  think  proper,  is  of  the  greatest  consequence.  Of  equal 
importance  are  the  means  of  securing  their  arrival  at  their  place  of 
destination,  with  all  the  security  which  circumstances  will  allow.  It 
is  then  desirable,  sir,  that  you  would  have  the  kindness  to  persuade 
the  Count  de  Grasse  to  be  pleased  to  take  them  on  board  of  his 
squadron,  and  to  conduct  them  under  his  convoy  to  South  Carolina 
or  Georgia  ;  and  the  deputies  of  Congress  have  desired  me  to  make 
this  request  of  you.  I  have  answered  them  in  consequence  of  the 
communications  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  make  to  me,  that 
you  had  already  made  some  overtures  to  that  commander  in  relation 
to  the  operations  in  which  he  might  engage,  and  that  you  were  now 
expecting  his  answer. 

The  interests  of  our  Sovereigns,  sir,  are  so  closely  connected,  the 
independence  and  welfare  of  United  America  are  objects  so  dear  and 
so  important  to  you,  that  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  use  all  efforts  to 
secure  a  compliance  with  the  requests  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  of  you  in  the  name  of  the  King,  my  master,  and  on  the  success 
of  which  depends,  in  a  great  degree,  the  success  of  the  general 
operations  of  the  allied  Powers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

DON  JUAN  DE  MIR  *  LLES. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  November  26th,  1779. 
Sir, 
The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  of  commu- 
nicating to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  a  letter  of  Don  Juan 
de  Miralles,  containing  sundry  propositions  which  appear  to  him  to 
deserve  the  most  serious  attention.     Although  the  Clievalier  de  la 
Luzerne  has  no  instructions  from  his  Catholic  Majesty,  he  is  too 
Vol.  v.— 42 
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sensible  of  the  good  understanding  and  intimate  connexion  subsisting 
between  the  Courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid  not  to  recommend 
these  overtures  in  the  most  pressing  manner  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress. 

The  great  design  is  to  act  against  the  common  enemy ;  and  the 
more  pains  that  are  taken  to  unite  the  strokes  aimed  against  them, 
the  more  certain  will  be  their  effects.  As  to  what  regards  the  con- 
currence of  the  royal  fleet  in  the  operations  proposed,  the  under- 
written has  the  honor  to  observe  that  he  is  entirely  uninformed 
touching  the  part  it  will  be  able  to  take.  He  has,  however,  written 
a  letter  to  the  Count  de  Grasse,  which  that  commander  will  receive 
on  his  arrival  at  Hampton.  As  soon  as  the  underwritten  shall  have 
received  an  answer  and  the  necessary  information,  he  will  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  communicating  them  to  such  of  the  delegates 
as  Congress  shall  be  pleased  to  appoint. 

LUZERNE. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  December  6th,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  undersigned.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  the 
'lionor  of  informing  Congress  that  he  has  received  from  St.  Domingo 
intelligence  of  the  capture  of  the  Greyhound,  by  eight  American 
sailors.  He  annexes  a  summary  of  some  facts  relative  to  this 
capture. 

In  the  terms  of  the  intelligence  given  on  the  4th  of  August  of  the 
present  year,  by  the  officers  of  the  Admiralty  of  Port  Paix,  "  the 
eight  American  sailors  having  taken  the  said  schooner  without  being 
provided  with  any  commission,  have  been  sent  back  before  Congress 
in  order  that  this  affair  may  be  decided  in  conformity  with  the  laws 
of  their  country." 

The  undersigned  Minister  is  then  desirous  that  Congress  would  be 
pleased  to  inform  him  what  use  they  shall  judge  proper  to  make  of 
the  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine  livres  ten  sols 
which  remain  in  the  registry  of  the  Admiralty  of  Port  Paix ;  whether 
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it  be  thought  proper  that  this  sum  should  be  remitted  to  the  agent  of 
Congress  at  St.  Domingo,  in  order  that  he  may  transmit  it  to  the 
eight  men  interested,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  think  fit,  or  whether 
Congress  shall  adopt  an  entirely  different  mode  of  proceeding.  The 
Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  will  hasten  to  communicate  to  the  com- 
mandants of  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo  whatever  resolution  may 
have  been  adopted,  in  order  that  they  may,  without  delay,  make 
arrangements  accordingly.  The  undersigned  would  have  wished  to 
spare  Congress  the  detail  of  this  affair,  by  addressing  himself 
directly  to  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  in  order 
to  ascertain  their  intentions  ;  but  the  intelligence  upon  which  the 
order  of  the  General  and  Intendant  of  St.  Domingo  has  intervened, 
obliges  the  parties  to  come  before  Congress  ;  besides,  this  form  is  the 
best  adapted  to  prevent  all  delays,  and  to  cause  this  money  to  arrive 
promptly  at  the  destination  which  shall  be  determined  upon. 

LUZERNE. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  M,  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

In  Congress,  December  16th,  1779. 

Sir, 
I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  Congress,  in  order  to  testify  their 
attention  to  the  interest  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  appointed  a  com- 
missioner to  confer  with  General  Washington  on  the  subject  of  your 
letter  accompanying  the  representation  of  Don  Juan  de  Miralles  ;* 
and  though  from  the  result  of  their  conference  they  have  reason  to 
believe  that  our  grand  army  cannot  be  weakened  while  the  enemy 
retain  their  present  force  at  New  York,  without  considerable  danger, 
yet  they  have,  upon  mature  deliberation,  determined  rather  to  incur 
that  danger  than  not  to  comply,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  our 
circumstances,  with  the  views  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  to  whom  they 
feel  themselves  bound  by  that  union  of  interest  which  a  common 
enemy  creates,  by  the  favorable  disposition  manifested  by  his  Cath- 
olic Majesty  to  these  United  States,  and  by  those  ties  which  connect 
the  House  of  Bourbon  with  the  happiness  of  mankind. 

*See  above,  pp.  655,657. 
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Under  these  impressions  tbey  have  ordered  a  considerable  detach- 
ment from  the  grand  army  to  join  the  troops  in  CaroHna,  which, 
together  with  the  forces  already  there  or  on  the  way,  will  amount  to 
about  four  thousand  men,  exclusive  of  the  militia  of  the  southern 
States,  whom  Congress  have  called  for  upon  this  occasion.  Congress 
have  also  ordered  three  of  their  frigates  to  Charleston,  to  be  put 
under  the  direction  of  the  commanding  officer  in  that  department. 

This  force  they  conceive  will  make  so  powerful  a  diversion  in 
favor  of  his  Catholic  Majesty's  army,  as  to  afford  probable  hopes  of 
their  being  crowned  with  success.  You  will  perceive,  sir,  tliat  any 
other  cooperation  with  the  troops  of  Spain  is  impossible,  while 
Savannah  opposes  a  barrier  to  a  junction  of  our  force.  This,  from 
its  present  strength,  it  will  not  be  easy  for  us  to  remove,  till  a  more 
decided  superiority  in  this  quarter  enables  us  to  transfer  a  greater 
proportion  of  our  army  thither.  Unless,  in  the  meantime,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Havana  shall  think  proper  to  furnish  such  aid,  as  when 
joined  with  the  forces  of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter,  will  be 
sufficient  to  effect  the  purposes  before  mentioned.  But  as  Congress 
were  desirous  of  extending  their  views  still  further,  and  conceiving 
the  conquest  of  East  Florida  to  be  an  object  of  great  importance,  as 
well  to  his  Catholic  Majesty  as  to  these  States,  they  have  therefore 
directed  me  to  inform  you,  and  through  you  Don  Juan  de  Miralles, 
by  whom  the  intentions  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  are  communicated, 
that  they  have  given  full  power  to  their  General  commanding  in  the 
Southern  department  to  correspond  and  concert  with  the  Governor 
of  Havana,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  authorised  by  his  Catholic 
Majesty  for  that  purpose,  such  plan  as  can  be  agreed  upon  between 
them  for  carrying  our  views  into  execution. 

I  am,  sir,  directed  further  to  inform  you,  that  though  Congress 
cannot  promise  any  considerable  quantity  of  provisions  until  the 
army  of  the  United  States  are  supplied,  yet  as  soon  as  that  can  be 
done,  every  means  will  be  used  to  furnish  provisions  for  his  Catholic 
Majesty's  islands  and  fleet.  But  in  the  meantime  they  conceive 
that  a  large  supply  of  rice  may  be  afforded  by  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  while  Congress  will  readily  aid  the  agents  of  Spain  in 
procuring  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &£c., 

SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
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M.  HOLKER  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  January  10th,  1780. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  the  annexed  letter  and  copy 
of  a  late  law  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  which  I  have  this  moment 
received  from  Mr.  William  Smith,  a  merchant  at  Baltimore.  As  it 
is  of  a  nature  to  alarm  us  in  relation  to  all  the  operations  which  have 
been  concerted  in  the  Islands,  or  contemplated  with  respect  to  other 
places  during  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer;  as,  moreover,  the 
vessels  and  storeships,  which  I  expect  from  Martinique,  to  supply  the 
place  of  those  which  were  destined  hy  the  Count  d'Estaing  for  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  and  which  the  officers  of  the  King  have  thought  it 
their  duty  to  sacrifice  and  sell  to  the  State  of  Carolina,  with  a  view 
to  contrihute,  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power,  to  the  security  and  defence 
of  that  place ;  as,  I  say,  these  storeships  might  arrive  immediately, 
and  I  might  be  obliged  to  send  them  back  in  ballast,  if  the  corn  and 
wheat  which  I  have  purchased  in  Maryland  should  be  seized,  and 
as,  thereby,  all  my  transactions  and  engagements  would  not  only 
become  uncertain,  but  might  terminate  in  a  manner  disgraceful  to 
me,  and  in  the  failure  of  the  naval  operations  of  the  King  in  America, 
I  cannot  forbear  to  claim,  in  the  most  urgent  manner,  the  influence 
of  your  character  with  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  upon  this 
occasion,  while  I  observe  to  you,  that  if  the  law  of  Maryland  is  put 
in  execution  in  relation  to  the  provisions  which  I  have  collected  at  a 
great  expense  and  with  every  possible  precaution,  I  shall  for  the 
future  be  unable  to  take  a  single  step  in  the  service  of  the  King,  and 
shall  be  obliged  to  pay  large  sums  to  indemnify  those  with  whom  I 
have  made  engagements. 

Your  Excellency  is  aware  of  the  innumerable  difficulties  which  I 
have  experienced  since  I  have  been  engaged  in  this  country,  in  the 
naval  service  of  the  King.  They  seem  to  multiply  every  moment, 
and  have  become  so  great  that  I  am  compelled  to  declare  to  you, 
that  1  cannot  guaranty  or  be  answerable  for  the  success  of  the  least 
operation,  unless  you  shall  be  able  most  speedily  to  persuade  Con- 
gress to  take  with  each  and  every  State  in  the  Union,  decisive  and 
effectual  measures  to  cause  respect  to  be  shown  to  my  transactions, 


662  LUZERNE. 

carried  on  in  the  name  and  on  the  account  of  his  Majesty ;  while  I 
repeat  my  offers  to  obhge  my  agents  and  correspondents  to  conform 
to  such  suitable  formalities  as  your  Excellency  shall  think  proper  to 
prescribe  for  the  general  tranquillity  and  satisfaction. 

lam,  sir,  &c.,  HOLKER. 


WILLIAM  SMITH  TO  M.  HOLKER. 

Baltimore,  January  7th,  1780. 
Sir, 

By  express  I  send  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  yesterday 
from  the  Governor  and  Council  of  this  State,  in  answer  to  my  appli- 
cation for  permission  to  load  the  brig  Hawk  with  flour  for  Cape 
Francois,  on  account  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty.  You  will 
perceive  by  this  letter,  that  I  am  not  permitted  to  proceed  in  loading 
this  vessel  as  you  direct,  nor  will  any  permission  for  that  purpose  be 
granted  until  the  army  is  supplied. 

That  the  army  ought  to  be  supplied,  I  doubt  not  you  will  think 
right ;  but  that  the  wheat  and  flour  collected  in  this  port  should  be 
taken  for  that  purpose,  when  I  presume  a  sufficient  quantity  may  be 
had  much  more  convenient  to  the  army  and  less  prejudicial  to  your 
interest,  you  will  probably  conclude  is  not  so  convenient,  and  might, 
if  duly  considered,  have  been  avoided.  I  am  well  informed  that 
the  public  purchasers  in  Harford  county  have  now  on  hand  upwards 
of  three  thousand  barrels,  which,  for  a  wagon  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  are  at  least  three  days  nearer  camp  than  this  place.  Besides, 
very  considerable  magazines  must  be  provided  on  the  eastern  shore 
of  this  State  ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  distresses  of  our  army 
have  arisen  more  from  the  want  af  carriages  to  convey  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  flour  to  camp,  than  from  any  other  cause. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  I  find  that  the  Commissioners  for  this  county 
are  determined  to  lay  their  hands  on  all  your  wheat  and  flour,  and 
have  already  seized  some  of  your  wheat,  and  I  doubt  not  but  the 
whole  on  the  eastern  and  western  shores  will  be  taken  as  soon  as 
they  conveniently  can  do  it.  Therefore,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
despatch  this  information  to  you  by  express,  that  you  may  take  such 
measures  in  the  premises  as  you  judge  best.  You  will  see  by  the 
enclosed  letter,  that  no  relief  is  to  be  expected  from  our  Governor 
and  Council.     Perhaps  an  application  to  Congress  may  procure  a 
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resolve  directing  your  magazines  to  be  spared,  by  lending  some  for 
the  present  emergency.  But  that  ought  to  be  taken  when  most 
convenient  for  the  army,  and  least  prejudicial  to  you. 

You  will  please  to  favor  me  with  a  line  by  return  of  the  bearer, 
directing  whatever  steps  you  may  think  will  be  most  conducive  to  the 
interest  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &^c.,  WILLIAM  SMITH. 


THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  MARYLAND  TO  WILLIAM  SMITH. 

In  Council,  Annapolis,  January  6th,  1780. 
Sir, 
We  received  your  favor  of  the  3d  instant  by  express.  As  the 
grand  object  of  the  "  acts  for  the  immediate  supply  of  the  army," 
Sic,  is  to  procure  an  immediate  and  full  supply  of  provisions  for  our 
army,  it  was  necessary  that  the  Commissioners  should  be  vested  with 
extraordinary  powers,  that  those  powers  should  be  accurately  defined, 
and  that  the  mode  to  be  pursued  by  them  should  be  plainly  dehne- 
ated  ;  which  is  done.  We  do  not  think  that  flour  or  wheat  purchased 
for  the  marine  of  France,  privileged  or  exempted  from  seizure ;  and 
we  are  certain  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  that  those 
articles  should  be,  because  such  exemption  would,  in  a  great  degree, 
if  not  wholly,  frustrate  the  design  of  the  law. 

We  deem  it  our  duty  to  afford  the  Commissioners  every  aid  in  our 
power  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  therefore  cannot  at 
this  time  grant  permission  to  export  flour  or  wheat  purchased  by  the 
agents  of  France;  because  we  should  thereby  restrain  that  extensive 
operation  of  the  act  by  which  alone  we  can  obtain  an  immediate 
supply  adequate  to  our  pressing  wants.  We  are  sensible  that  it  is  of 
importance  that  the  marine  of  France  should  be  furnished  with  flour, 
and  it  is  with  the  utmost  regret  that  we  have  refused  permission  ; 
and  nothing  could  have  induced  us  to  do  it  but  the  alarming  and 
distressful  situation  of  our  army  ;  and  when  we  have  assurances  that 
their  wants  are  relieved,  we  shall  with  pleasure  grant  license  as  here- 
tofore. 

The  numerous  evils  that  would  result  from  procrastinating  the 
supplies,  when  contrasted  with  the  inconveniences  alluded  to  by  you, 
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will,  we  trust,  evince  the  propriety  of  our  conduct  and  justify  our 
refusal. 

We  are,  with  respect,  sir,  Sec, 

J.  T.  CHASE,  President  of  the  Council 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  January  10th,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  undersigned.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  just 
received  from  M.  Holker  a  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed,  in 
relation  to  a  law  passed  by  the  State  of  Maryland  to  authorise  the 
Commissioners  therein  named  to  seize  the  grain,  corn,  and  rice, 
which  may  be  found  stored  in  the  hands  of  individuals  in  that  State, 
and  to  carry  them  away.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  if  the  General 
Assembly  of  Maryland  had  been  informed  of  the  measures  taken,  at 
great  expense,  to  procure  supplies  for  the  fleets  of  his  Majesty  and 
for  his  garrisons  in  the  French  islands,  and  of  the  pressing  wants 
which  they  suffer,  they  would  have  excepted  from  this  law  the  pro- 
visions found  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Smith. 

The  undersigned  is  about  to  take  suitable  measures  for  inducing 
the  Government  to  refrain  from  seizing  the  said  provisions,  and  to 
replace  them  in  case  that  they  are  already  seized.  He  earnestly 
entreats  Congress  to  be  pleased,  on  its  part  to  recommend  to  the 
Councils  and  Assemblies  of  the  Thirteen  States  to  refrain,  in  circum- 
stances of  this  nature,  and  in  all  other  cases,  from  all  measures  which 
may  cause  any  uncertainty  in  the  operations  of  the  King's  Navy 
Agents,  endanger  the  success  of  the  plans  of  the  campaign,  and 
expose  to  want  and  to  the  greatest  inconveniences  the  garrisons  of 
the  French  islands,  the  Governors  of  which  are  previously  informed 
of  the  measures  taken  to  procure  supplies  for  them  in  the  United 
States,  and  in  concert  with  Congress  and  the  respective  governments 
of  the  States. 

The  present  juncture  being  of  a  very  pressing  nature,  the  under- 
signed entreats  Congress  to  be  pleased  to  come  to  a  decision  on  this 
subject  as  quickly  as  possible.     He  moreover  proposes  to  the  Coun- 
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cil  of  Maryland  to  subject  the  agents  and  Commissioners  charged 
with  making  purchases  on  account  of  his  Majesty,  to  all  the  legal 
•forms  best  adapted  to  prevent  every  kind  of  abuse  on  their  part ; 
and  he  is  desirous  that  the  States  in  which  purchases  of  this  nature 
may  be  made  should  be  pleased  to  take  similar  measures. 

LUZERNE. 


TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  January  23d,  1780. 
Sir, 

Advices  recently  received  from  Europe  make  mention  of  the 
efforts  which  the  English  have  made  in  Germany  to  procure  recruits 
and  new  levies,  and  of  the  difficulty  they  have  experienced  even  on 
the  part  of  those  Courts  with  whom  they  had  before  treated.  The 
greatest  part  of  the  German  Princes  who  have  sold  soldiers  to  the 
Court  of  London,  now  blush  at  these  sales,  which  have  excited  their 
subjects  against  them,  and  which  besides  have  drained  their  States. 
They  are  reluctant  to  give  troops  to  a  Power  that  is  making  war 
against  France,  with  whom  they  have  always  preserved  amicable 
ties ;  and  I  am  assured  that  it  is  even  doubtful  whether  the  English 
will  be  able  to  procure  a  few  recruits  to  complete  the  corps  they 
have  in  America. 

I  am  informed  that  these  circumstances  have  determined  the 
British  Government  to  make  every  effort  to  obtain  men  in  America, 
whom  they  cannot  procure  in  Europe;  and  that  Mr.  Clinton  has 
received  orders  to  spare  no  pains  to  effect  the  exchange  or  deliver- 
ance of  the  troops  of  the  Convention  of  Saratoga,  and  of  other 
prisoners  who  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Americans.  It  is  added  that 
the  want  of  the  Court  of  London  for  soldiers  is  so  pressing  that 
General  Clinton  has  been  authorised  to  surmount  all  the  difficulties 
vvhicli  may  arise  in  the  negociation  of  this  exchange,  and  that  he  is 
even  permitted,  in  case  of  absolute  necessity,  to  treat  with  Congress 
or  their  Ministers,  on  terms  of  perfect  equality,  and  as  with  an 
independent  Power.  He  has  also  equally  fall  liberty  to  agree  upon 
the  number  of  private  soldiers  who  may  be  given  in  exchange  for  an 
officer  of  any  rank  whatsoever ;  and  they  order  him  simply  to  remem- 
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ber,  in  treating  of  this  matter,  that  an  English  soldier  transported  to 
America  is  of  an  infinite  price  to  England,  and  they  exhort  him  to 
employ  all  his  efforts  to  bring  about  an  exchange,  whatever  may  he, 
the  conditions. 

I  hasten  to  communicate  these  interesting  ideas  to  Congress,  and 
I  have  learned  that  they  were  confirmed  by  the  event,  and  that  Major 
General  Phillips  had  in  effect  drawn  on  a  negociation  the  progress 
of  which  had  been  entirely  confided  to  your  Excellency.  They 
prayed  me  at  the  same  time  to  send  you  a  communication  of  these 
objects,  which  the  Congress  think  ought  greatly  to  influence  the 
measures  which  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  take,  when  you  know  that 
the  English  Commissioners  have  orders  to  pass  over  all  difficulties, 
and  to  grant  all  the  demands  which  may  be  made,  rather  than  to  lose 
the  occasion  of  reinforcing  the  army  they  have  upon  this  continent. 

I  join  to  this  some  extracts,  the  contents  of  which  have  appeared 
to  me  of  a  nature  to  interest  your  Excellency.  You  will  see  besides, 
sir,  by  the  despatch  of  the  British  Minister,  with  what  affectation  he 
seeks  to  make  the  Thirteen  States  to  be  considered  as  subjected  to 
the  English  domination,  and  you  will  judge  of  what  importance  it  is 
to  you  to  treat  with  the  Court  of  London  upon  the  footing  of  perfect 
equality,  and  how  useful  an  act  of  this  nature  may  be  to  the  negoci- 
ations  of  Congress  in  Europe,  when  they  can  add  to  all  the  facts  of 
which  the  Court  of  Madrid  makes  mention  in  its  memoir,  a  cartel 
regulated  on  a  footing  of  perfect  parity,  and  which  would  prejudge 
beforehand  the  question  of  your  independence.  I  congratulate 
myself  that  this  negociation  is  in  your  hands,  and  I  am  well  per- 
suaded that  nothing  will  pass  derogatory  to  the  part  which  my 
Court  has  taken  in  acknowledging  the  independence  and  the  perfect 
sovereignty  of  the  United  States. 

I  shall  entrust  to  your  Excellency  that  the  King  is  disposed  to 
send  over  succors  to  this  continent  of  arms  and  ammunition,  but  as 
the  events  of  the  sea  are  uncertain,  I  believe  that  it  will  be  proper 
to  make  no  change  in  the  measures  which  may  have  been  taken 
otherwise  to  procure  them.  This  news  not  having  reached  me  till 
yesterday,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  make  a  communication  of  it 
to  Congress. 

As  you  may  be  retained  in  your  quarters  by  important  considera- 
tions, I  propose  to  go  to  render  you  my  duties  in  the  course  of  the 
next  month,  and  confer  with  your  Excellency  on  objects  of  great 
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importance,  and  relative  to  the  measures  necessary  to  push  the  next 
campaign  with  vigor,  and  to  put  the  American  army  in  a  condition 
truly  proper  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  upon  the  continent,  whilst 
his  Majesty  and  the  King  of  Spain  shall  display  in  the  other  parts  of 
the  world  all  their  forces  to  secure  advantageous  terms  of  peace  to 
the  allies. 

I  am,  with  respect,  sir,  LUZERNE. 

P.  S.  This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  your  Excellency  by  M.  de 
Galvan,  who  has  been  raised  to  the  rank  of  Major  by  your  goodness. 
He  desires  to  merit  it  anew,  and  prays  me  to  solicit  you  to  put  his 
zeal  in  activity.  I  shall  be  very  grateful  for  what  you  may  be 
pleased  to  do  for  him.  He  was  })articularly  recommended  to  me  by 
the  Minister  of  France.  He  appeared  to  me  to  merit  a  great  deal 
from  his  zeal,  and  from  his  personal  attachment  to  your  Excellency. 


PAPERS  MENTIONED  IN  THE  ABOVE  LETTER. 

No.  1. 

Translation. 

Extract  of  a  Memorial  communicated  by  the  Ambassador  of  England 
to  the  Court  of  Madrid,  on  the  28th  of  March,  1779. 

Let  the  Colonies  expose  also  their  grievances,  and  the  conditions 
for  their  security  or  for  their  precaution,  in  order  that  the  continuance 
and  authority  of  lawful  government  may  be  reestablished ;  and  then 
we  shall  see  if  a  direct  and  immediate  accommodation  can  take  place. 
If  this  same  method  is  preferred  in  this  last  case  only,  let  a  truce  be 
made  in  North  America,  that  is  to  say  a  real  truce  and  suspension  of 
arms,  during  which  may  be  established  and  secured  the  liberty  and 
estates  of  persons  of  every  condition,  and  let  all  sort  of  violence 
against  the  respective  subjects,  or  against  the  estates  or  effects  which 
they  possess,  be  made  to  cease.  During  this  truce,  the  French  may 
treat  upon  their  particular  concerns,  avoiding  thereby  the  suspicions 
to  which  they  would  necessarily  expose  themselves,  if  they  wish  to 
involve  in  the  negociation  their  private  advantage  relatively  to  the 
pretended  interests  of  those  whom  France,  with  affectation,  calls  her 
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allies  ;  and  his  Majesty  will  be  able  to  establish  the  government  of 
his  own  dominions,  without  suffering  the  humiliation  of  not  receiving, 
but  from  the  hand  of  a  declared  enemy,  the  conditions  which  regard 
this  Government. 

No.  2. 
Translation. 

Ultimatum  proposed  by  the  Court  of  Madrid  to  the  Courts  of  France 
and  England,  dated  3d  of  April,  1779. 

If  these  overtures  or  propositions  had  arrived  here  immediately 
after  the  King  had  made  his  to  adjust  the  plan  of  reconciliation, 
several  difficulties  might  have  been  some  time  since  removed,  by  the 
modifications  which  might  have  been  negociated,  counting  upon  good 
faith  and  reciprocal  confidence,  as  well  as  the  desire  of  obtaining 
a  peace ;  but  after  having  lost  more  than  two  months,  without 
reckoning  the  time  that  uselessly  passed  before,  and  after  having 
observed  that  during  this  interval  they  did  not  cease  to  make  great 
preparations  of  war,  it  must  necessarily  be  suspected  that  the  object 
of  England  is  to  let  glide  away  the  months  which  the  campaign 
might  still  last,  to  continue  the  war  with  vigor.  In  this  case,  all  the 
efforts  of  the  King  to  bring  back  the  belligerent  Powers  to  peace 
would  be  ineffectual.  Nevertheless,  his  Majesty,  wishing  to  give  one 
more  proof  of  his  love  of  humanity,  and  to  make  it  appear  that  he 
has  neglected  nothing  to  stop  and  prevent  the  calamities  of  war,  has 
ordered  to  propose  to  the  two  Courts  the  following  plan,  which  will 
be  on  his  part  an  ultimatum  in  this  afi'air : 

"  That  there  shall  be  an  unlimited  suspension  of  arms  with  France, 
on  the  condition  that  neither  of  the  belligerent  Powers  can  break  it 
without  advertising  the  other  a  year  beforehand. 

"  That  with  a  view  of  reestablishing  reciprocal  security  and  good 
faith  between  the  two  Crowns,  by  means  of  this  suspension  of 
hostilities,  there  shall  be  a  general  disarming  in  the  space  of  one 
month  on  the  side  of  Europe,  in  four  months  on  that  of  America, 
and  in  eight  months  or  a  year  for  those  of  Africa  and  of  Asia  the 
most  remote. 

"That  they  shall  determine  in  a  month  the  place  where  the 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  Courts  shall  assemble,  to  treat  of  a 
definitive  accommodation  of  peace,  and  to  regulate  the  restitutions 
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or  compensations  relative  to  the  reprisals  which  have  been  made 
without  adjudication  of  war,  and  to  other  grievances  or  pretensions 
of  one  or  the  other  Crown.  For  this  purpose  the  King  will  con- 
tinue his  mediation,  offering  in  the  first  place  the  city  of  Madrid 
to  hold  a  Congress. 

"  That  the  King  of  Great  Britain  shall  grant  a  like  cessation  of 
hostilities  to  the  American  Colonies,  by  the  intercession  and  medi- 
ation of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  a  year  beforehand,  to  the  end  that  he 
may  apprize  the  said  American  Provinces  that .  they  are  equally 
ordered  to  make  a  reciprocal  disarming  at  the  epochas,  and  for  the 
spaces  of  time  which  have  been  specified  with  regard  to  France. 

"That  the  bounds  be  fixed  beyond  which  neither  of  the  two 
parties  shall  pass  from  the  positions  and  territories,  in  which  it  shall 
be  at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  this  arrangement. 

"  That  they  may  send  to  Madrid  one  or  more  Commissioners  on 
the  part  of  the  Colonies,  and  that  his  Britannic  Majesty  may  also 
send  others  on  his  part  under  the  mediation  of  the  King,  if  necessary, 
in  order  to  adjust  all  those  points  and  others,  which  respect  this 
suspension  of  arms,  and  the  effects  which  it  ought  to  produce,  so 
long  as  it  shall  subsist,  and  that  during  this -interval  the  Colonies 
shall  be  treated  as  independent  in  fact.  That  in  case  all  the  bellig- 
erent Powers,  or  any  others  among  them,  or  even  the  Colonies 
themselves,  demand  that  the  treaties  or  accommodations  which  are 
concluded,  be  guarantied  by  those  Powers  and  by  Spain,  they  shall 
in  effect  be  so  guarantied.  And  the  Catholic  King  now  offers  his 
guarantee  for  the  preliminaries." 

No.  3. 

Translation. 

Extract  from  the  Exposition  of  the  Motives  of  the  Court  of  Spain 
relative  to  England. 

Among  the  propositions  of  the  ultimatum  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
there  is  one  for  which  the  British  Cabinet  has  affected  to  have  the 
greatest  repugnance,  and  that  is  the  proposition  which  imparts  that 
the  Colonies  shall  be  treated  as  independent  in  fact,  during  the 
interval  of  the  truce.  It  is  extraordinary,  since  it  is  even  ridiculous, 
that  the  Court  of  London  after  having  treated  the  Colonies  during 
the  war  as  independent,  not  only  in  fact,  but  also  of  right,  should 
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have  any  repugnance  to  treat  them  as  independent  only  in  fact 
during  the  truce,  or  suspension  of  arms.  The  Convention  of  Sara- 
toga, General  Burgoyne  considered  as  a  lawful  prisoner,  the  exchange 
and  liberation  of  other  Colonial  prisoners,  the  nomination  of  Com- 
missioners to  meet  the  Americans  at  their  own  homes,  the  act  of 
having  asked  peace  of  them,  and  to  treat  with  them,  or  with  Con- 
gress, and  a  hundred  other  facts  of  this  nature,  authorised  by  the 
Court  of  London,  have  been  genuine  signs  of  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  independence  of  the  Colonies. 

It  is  the  English  nation  itself  who  can  best  judge  and  decide 
whether  all  these  acts  are  as  compatible  with  the  honor  of  the  British 
Crown,  as  would  be  that  of  granting  to  the  Colonies,  by  the  interpo- 
sition of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  a  suspension  of  arms  to  discuss  their 
differences,  and  to  treat  them  during  this  interval  as  independent  in 
fact. 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  January  24th,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  sending  you  the  credentials  by  which  M. 
d'Anmours  is  provisionally  appointed  his  Majesty's  Consul  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina.  I  entreat  you  to  be  pleased  to  cause  them 
to  be  invested  wkh  the  sanction  of  Congress  by  having  them  entered 
upon  the  registers,  and  by  taking  the  trouble  to  affix  your  approval, 
or  causing  that  of  Mr.  Thompson  to  be  affixed,  according  to  the 
mode  heretofore  pursued  in  similar  cases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  LUZERNE. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  January  25th,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  received  express 
orders  from  the  King,  his  master,  to  inform  Congress  that  the  present 
situation  of  the  affairs  of  the  alliance  in  Europe  announces  the 
necessity  of  another   campaign,    which   is   indispensable   to   bring 
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England  to  an  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the  Thirteen 
United  States,  which  is  the  essential  purpose  of  the  present  war. 
That  Power  is  making  preparations  the  most  proper  for  continuing 
the  war  with  vigor,  and  appears  willing  to  employ,  in  the  course  of 
this  year,  all  the  means  possible  to  procure  reparation,  by  some 
important  enterprise,  for  the  losses  it  has  already  sustained.  Con- 
gress cannot  doubt  that  in  this  situation  of  affairs  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty  and  the  King  of  Spain  have  concerted  plans  to  maintain 
that  superiority  by  sea  which  has  begun  to  appear  in  their  favor  ;  and 
the  underwritten  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  United  States  have 
nothing  to  desire  of  their  ally,  touching  the  use  he  is  making  of  the 
resources  of  his  realm,  and  the  efficacy  of  the  measures  adopted  by 
the  Cabinets  of  Versailles  and  Madrid. 

But  while  this  powerful  diversion  retains  in  Europe,  and  the 
West  Indies,  the  greater  part  of  the  land  and  sea  forces  of  the 
common  enemy,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  United  States, 
on  their  part,  should  make  efforts  proportionable  to  the  greatness  of 
the  object  for  which  they  are  contending.  The  only  means  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  war  is  to  push  it  with  new  vigor  ; 
to  take  effectual  measures  immediately  for  completing  the  army  and 
putting  it  in  condition  to  begin  an  early  campaign. 

It  is  also  necessary  to  concert,  as  far  as  the  distance  of  places 
will  permit,  a  plan  of  common  operations ;  and  this  is  one  of  the 
principal  points  on  which  the  underwritten  Minister  is  ordered  to 
consult  with  Congress.  He  is  also  ordered  to  assure  this  Assembly, 
that  the  King  being  informed  of  the  wants  of  the  American  army, 
with  respect  to  arms  and  ammunition,  has  commanded  his  Ministers 
to  make  suitable  arrangements  for  supplying  them.  It  is  necessary 
that  the  underwritten  Minister  should  confer  with  Congress  on  the 
subjects  just  mentioned.  Besides,  he  has  some  particular  circum- 
stances to  communicate  relative  to  the  present  or  probable  state  of 
the  negociations ;  and  he  desires  that  this  assembly  will  be  pleased 
to  inform  him  in  what  manner  they  will  receive  the  communication, 
the  subject  of  which,  as  well  as  the  plan  of  operations  for  the 
ensuing  campaign,  requires  the  most  profound  secrecy.  In  the 
mean  while,  he  now  only  assures  Congress,  that  in  the  whole  course 
of  the  negociations  carried  on  last  year  the  King  would  not  listen  to 
either  peace  or  truce  without  an  assurance  of  some  sort,  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  States.  LUZERNE. 
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REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  COMMUNICATIONS  OF  THE  FRENCH 
MINISTER. 

In  Congress,  January  28th,  1780. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  receive  the  communications  of  the 
Minister  of  France,  reported  the  following  summary,  accompanied 
with  extracts  of  papers,  which  he  had  recently  received.* 

The  Minister  of  France  informed  the  Committee  that  he  had  it  in 
command  from  his  King  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  Congress  that 
the  British  Cabinet  have  an  almost  insuperable  reluctance  to  admit 
the  idea  of  the  independence  of  these  United  States,  and  will  use 
every  possible  endeavor  to  prevent  it.  That  they  have  filled  several 
of  the  Courts  of  Europe  with  negociations,  in  order  to  excite  them 
to  a  war  against  France,  or  to  obtain  succors ;  and  are  employing 
the  most  strenuous  endeavors  to  persuade  the  several  Powers  that 
the  United  States  are  disposed  to  enter  into  treaties  of  accommo- 
dation. That  many  persons  in  Europe  are  actually  employed  in 
bringing  such  treaties  to  perfection ;  and  that  they  have  no  doubt  of 
their  success.  That  the  objects  which  the  British  Cabinet  hope  for 
from  those  measures  are,  to  destroy  the  superiority  which  France 
has  now  at  sea,  by  diverting  her  powers  and  resources  from  naval  to 
land  operations,  and  by  engaging  her  in  a  land  war,  where  she  must 
.risk  very  important  interests,  while  England  would  risk  nothing  but 
money ;  or  to  break,  or  weaken  the  alliance,  by  destroying  the 
confidence  which  the  allies  ought  to  have  in  each  other. 

That  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  gives  no  credit  to  the  suggestions 
of  Britain,  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  United  States  ;  and  it  is 
necessary  that  measures  be  taken  for  the  preventing  of  other  Powers 
from  being  deceived  into  a  belief  of  them.  That  the  negociations  of 
Britain  as  far  as  could  yet  be  learned,  had  not  succeeded.  That  the 
dispositions  of  all  the  European  Powers  are,  as  far  as  can  be  known, 
very  friendly  to  France ;  but  some  of  them  may  be  engaged  in  secret 
treaties  with  Britain,  which  may  oblige  them,  in  some  event,  to 
assist  her  with  troops  even  against  their  inclinations.      That  such 


*  These  extracts  were  the  same  as  had  been  sent  to  General  Washington,  and 
are  printed  above,  in  connexion  with  M.  de  la  Luzerne's  letter  to  him,  dated 
January  23d,  1780. 
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event  may  arise,  and  if  it  should,  it  is  probable  it  will  produce  an 
armed  mediation,  the  consequences  of  which  would  be,  that  the 
allies  must  accept  of  the  terras  proposed  by  the  mediator,  or  continue 
the  war  under  the  disadvantage  of  having  the  forces  of  the  mediator 
united  with  those  of  their  enemies.  That  in  such  event  it  is  possible 
the  terms  proposed  will  be  such  as  Spain  offered  and  Britain  rejected 
in  the  last  proposed  mediation. 

That,  though  the  Powers  who  may  be  under  such  engagements 
by  treaty  to  Great  Britain,  from  their  friendly  disposition  towards  his 
Most  Christian  Majesty,  may  be  very  unwilling  to  give  assistance  to 
his  enemies,  yet  they  may  find  it  indispensably  necessary  in  com- 
pliance with  their  engagements ;  but  it  is  not  improbable  that  their 
reluctance,  or  the  distance  of  their  dominions  may  delay  such 
assistance,  if  granted  at  all,  so  as  to  be  too  late  for  the  next  cam- 
paign. That  should  the  enemy  be  in  possession  of  any  part  of  the 
United  States  at  the  close  of  the  next  campaign,  it  will  be  extremely 
difficult  to  bring  Great  Britain  to  acknowledge  their  independence  • 
and  if  a  mediator  should  be  offered  while  the  enemy  is  in  possession 
of  any  part,  an  impartial  mediator  could  not  easily  refute  the 
arguments  which  might  be  used  for  its  retaining  such  possessions. 
And,  probably,  a  mediator  well  disposed  towards  Great  Britain 
might  insist  on  her  holding  them ;  and  if  not  agreed  to,  the  hostility 
of  such  a  mediator  would  be  the  necessary  consequence.  That 
should  Great  Britain  form  such  alliances,  or  procure  such  aids  as  are 
the  objects  of  her  present  negociations,  there  will  be  every  reason  to 
fear  a  long  and  an  obstinate  war,  whereof  the  final  event  may  be 
doubtful. 

That  this  view  of  affairs  plainly  points  out  the  necessity  for  the 
greatest  possible  vigor  in  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign,  in 
order  to  dispossess  the  enemy  of  every  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  put  them  in  condition  to  treat  of  peace,  and  accept  of  a 
mediation  with  the  greatest  advantage;  and  the  preparations  for  it 
ought  to  be  as  speedy  and  as  eflectual  as  possible.  That  France  and 
Spain  are  prepared  to  make  a  very  powerful  diversion,  and  will  exert 
themselves  most  strenuously  for  preserving  and  improving  their  naval 
superiority,  and  for  employing  the  powers  of  the  enemy  in  Europe 
and  the  West  Indies.  The  Minister  declared,  as  from  himself,  that 
he  doubted  not  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  will  spare  some  ships  to 
the  United  States,  if  it  can  be  done  without  endangering  his  superi- 
VoL.  v.— 43 
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ority  at  sea  ;  and  that  an  application  made  to  the  Minister  informally 
is  more  eligible  than  to  the  King,  because  it  would  give  his  Majesty 
great  pain  to  refuse  the  request,  though  he  might  be  in  no  condition 
to  grant  it.  That  at  all  events,  supplies  should  be  prepared  on  a 
supposition  that  the  ships  will  be  granted ;  and  such  supplies  should 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Agent  for  the  Marine  of  France,  and 
considered  as  the  King's  property. 

He  desires  to  be  informed,  as  far  as  Congress  may  deem  proper, 
what  force  the  United  States  can  bring  into  the  field  next  campaign? 
On  what  resources  they  rely  for  their  maintenance  and  necessary 
appointments?  And  what  shall  be  the  general  plan  of  the  campaign, 
on  supposition  either  of  having,  or  not  having  the  aid  of  ships-of- 
war?  He  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  an  application  for  clothing 
may  be  made  to  his  IMost  Christian  Majesty  with  prospect  of  success  ; 
and  although  measures  have  been  taken  for  sending  arms  and  warlike 
stores  to  America,  yet  it  would  be  prudent  in  Congress  not  to 
neglect  any  other  means  for  procuring  those  supplies,  or  supplies  of 
clothing. 


ANSWER  OF  CONGRESS  tO  THE  COMMUNICATIONS    OF    THE  FRENCH 
MINISTER. 

In  Congress,  January  31st,  1780. 

Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  communications  of  the 
French  Minister,  as  reported   by  the  Committee  on  the  2Sth  instant, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  answer  be  given  to  the  communica- 
tions of  the  honorable  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France : 

That  Congress  entertain  the  most  grateful  sense  of  the  unremitting 
attention  given  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States  by  their  illustrious 
ally ;  and  consider  the  communications  made  to  them  by  his  Minister 
under  his  Majesty's  special  command  as  equally  wise  and  interesting. 
Tiiat  the  confidence  which  they  repose  in  his  Majesty,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  so  generously  interesting  himself  in  the  affairs  of  these 
United  States,  and  the  wisdom  and  magnanimity  of  his  councils, 
determine  them  to  give  the  most  perfect  information  in  their  power 
of  their  resources,  their  views,  and  their  expectations. 

That  to  this  end  they  state  as  follows:  That  the  United  States 
have  expectations,   on  which    they  can   rely  with  confidence,  of 
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bringing  into  the  field  an  army  of  twenty-five  thousand  eflective  men, 
exclusive  of  commissioned  officers.  That  this  army  can  be  reinforced 
by  militia,  so  as  to  be  in  force  sufficient  for  any  enterprises  against 
the  posts  occupied  by  the  enemy  within  the  United  States.  That 
supplies  of  provisions  for  the  army  in  its  greatest  number  can 
certainly  be  obtained  within  the  United  States ;  and  the  Congress, 
with  the  cooperation  of  the  several  States,  can  take  effectual 
measures  for  procuring  them  in  such  manner  as  that  no  operation 
will  be  impeded.  That  provisions,  also,  for  such  of  the  forces  of 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty  as  may  be  employed  in  conjunction  or 
cooperation  with  those  of  the  United  States,  can  be  procured  under 
the  direction  of  Congress ;  and  such  provisions  shall  be  laid  up  in 
magazines,  agreeably  to  such  instructions  as  his  Majesty's  IMinister 
Plenipotentiary  shall  give  ;  and  the  magazines  shall  be  put  under 
the  direction  of  the  Agent  of  the  Marine  of  France. 

That  Congress  rely  on  the  contributions  of  the  States  by  taxes, 
and  on  moneys  to  be  raised  by  internal  loans,  for  the  pay  of  the 
army.  That  supplies  of  clothing,  of  tents,  of  arms,  and  warlike 
stores,  must  be  principally  obtained  from  foreign  nations ;  and  the 
United  States  must  rely  chiefly  on  the  assistance  of  their  ally  for 
them ;  but  every  other  means  for  procuring  them  are  already  taken, 
and  will  be  prosecuted  with  the  greatest  diligence. 

That  the  United  States,  with  the  assistance  of  a  competent  naval 
force,  would  willingly,  during  the  next  campaign,  carry  on  the  most 
vigorous  offensive  operations  against  the  enemy  in  all  the  posts 
occupied  by  them  within  the  United  States.  That  without  such 
naval  force,  little  more  can  be  attempted  by  them  than  straitening 
the  quarters  of  the  enemy,  and  covering  the  interior  parts  of  the 
country.  That  their  forces  must  be  disposed  in  such  manner  as  to 
oppose  the  enemy  with  the  greatest  effect,  wheresoever  their  most 
considerable  operations  may  be  directed. 

That  at  present  the  southern  States  seem  to  be  their  principal 
object,  and  their  design  to  establish  themselves  in  one  or  more  of 
them  ;  but  their  superiority  at  sea  over  the  United  States  enables 
them  to  change  their  objects  and  operations  with  great  facility,  while 
those  of  the  United  States  are  rendered  difficult  by  the  great  extent 
of  country  they  have  to  defend. 

That  Congress  are  happy  to  find  that  his  Most  Christian  Majesty 
gives  no  credit  to  the  suggestions  of  the  British  Cabinet  relative  to 
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the  dispositions  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  to  enter  into 
treaties  of  accommodation  with  Great  Britain ;  and  wish  his  Majesty, 
and  all  the  Powers  of  Europe,  to  be  assured  that  such  suggestions  are 
insidious  and  without  foundation. 

That  it  will  appear  by  the  constitutions  and  other  public  acts  of 
the  several  States,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  possessed 
of  arms,  possessed  of  freedom,  possessed  of  political  power  to  create 
and  direct  their  magistrates  as  they  think  proper,  are  united  in  their 
determinations  to  secure  to  themselves  and  their  posterity  the 
blessings  of  liberty,  by  supporting  the  independence  of  their  govern- 
ments, and  observing  their  treaties  and  public  engagements  with 
immovable  firmness  and  fidelity.  And  the  Congress  assure  his 
Majesty  that,  should  any  individual  in  America  be  found  base  enough 
to  show  the  least  disposition  for  persuading  the  people  to  the 
contrary,  such  individual  would  instantly  lose  all  power  of  effecting 
his  purpose,  by  forfeiting  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people. 


COMMUNICATIONS  OF  THE  FRENCH  MINISTER  TO  A  COMMITTEE  OF 
CONGRESS  AT  A  SECOND  CONFERENCE. 

In  Congress,  February  2d,  1780. 

The  Committee  report  that,  in  a  second  conference  with  the 
honorable  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  he  communicated 
to  them — 

That  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  being  uninformed  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  treat  of  an  alliance  between 
the  United  States  and  his  Catholic  Majesty,  has  signified  to  his 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States  that  he  wishes  most 
earnestly  for  such  an  alliance ;  and  in  order  to  make  the  way  thereto 
more  easy,  has  commanded  him  to  communicate  to  the  Congress 
certain  articles  which  his  Catholic  Majesty  deems  of  great  importance 
to  the  interests  of  his  Crown,  and  on  which  it  is  highly  necessary 
that  the  United  States  explain  themselves  with  precision,  and  with 
such  moderation  as  may  consist  with  their  essential  rights. 

That  the  articles  are, 

1st.  A  precise  and  invariable  western  boundary  to  the  United 
States. 

2dly.  The  exclusive  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi. 
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3d]y.  The  possession  of  the  Floridas  ;  and 

4thly.  The  lands  on  the  left  or  eastern  side  of  the  river  Mississippi. 

That,  on  the  first  article,  it  is  the  idea  of  the  Cabinet  of  Madrid, 
that  the  United  States  extend  to  the  westward  no  farther  than 
settlements  were  permitted  by  the  royal  proclamation  bearing  date 
the  day  of  ,  1763. 

On  the  second,  that  the  United  States  do  not  consider  themselves 
as  having  any  right  to  navigate  the  river  Mississippi,  no  territory 
belonging  to  them  being  situated  thereon. 

On  the  third,  that  it  is  probable  that  the  King  of  Spain  will  conquer 
the  Floridas  during  the  course  of  the  present  war ;  and  in  such  event 
every  cause  of  dispute  relative  thereto  between  Spain  and  these 
United  States  ought  to  be  removed. 

On  the  fourth,  that  the  lands  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, whereon  the  settlements  were  prohibited  by  the  aforesaid  proc- 
lamation, are  possessions  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  proper 
objects  against  which  the  arms  of  Spain  may  be  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  permanent  conquest  for  the  Spanish  Crown. 
That  such  conquest  may  probably  be  made  during  the  present  war. 
That,  therefore,  it  would  be  advisable  to  restrain  the  southern  States 
from  making  any  settlements  or  conquests  in  those  territories.  That 
the  Council  of  Madrid  consider  the  United  States  as  having  no  claims 
to  those  territories,  either  as  not  having  had  possession  of  them  before 
the  present  war,  or  not  having  any  foundation  for  a  claim  in  the  right 
of  the  sovereignty  of  Great  Britain,  whose  dominion  they  have  abjured. 

That  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  united  to  the  Catholic  King  by 
blood  and  by  the  strictest  alliances,  and  united  with  these  States  in 
treaties  of  alliance,  and  feeling  towards  them  dispositions  of  the  most 
perfect  friendship,  is  exceedingly  desirous  of  conciliating  between  his 
Catholic  Majesty  and  these  United  States  the  most  happy  and  last- 
ing friendship. 

That  the  United  States  may  repose  the  utmost  confidence  in  his 
good  will  to  their  interests,  and  in  the  justice  and  liberality  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty ;  and  that  he  cannot  deem  the  revolution  which 
has  set  up  the  independence  of  these  United  States  as  past  all 
danger  of  unfavorable  events  until  his  Catholic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  shall  be  established  on  those  terms  of  confidence  and 
amity  which  are  the  objects  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty's  very 
earnest  wishes. 
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GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Headquarters,  Morristown,  February  4th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Major  Galvan  delivered  me  the  letter  which  your  Excellency  did 
me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  on  the  23d  of  January,  to  which  I  have 
paid  all  the  attention  the  importance  of  its  contents  demands.  I  am 
much  flattered  hy  this  commencement  of  a  correspondence  from 
which  I  have  every  thing  to  gain,  and  equally  indebted  for  the  inter- 
esting communications  it  affords. 

It  is  a  happy  circumstance  that  the  efforts  made  by  the  British 
Court  for  obtaining  troops  in  Germany  are  attended  with  so  little 
success.  This  will  naturally  increase  their  exertions  for  procuring 
men  in  this  country,  and  will,  no  doubt,  make  them  more  solicitous 
for  effecting  the  exchange  or  release,  in  some  way  or  other,  of  their 
prisoners  in  our  hands.  It  will  be  well  if,  in  the  negociations  on  this 
subject,  we  can  extract  concessions  favorable  to  those  which  may 
take  place  in  Europe;  and  you  may  depend  the  experiment  shall  be 
fully  tried.  But  from  the  aspect  of  the  late  propositions  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy,  I  should  not  entertain  any  sanguine  hopes  of  the 
success  of  this  experiment.  The  reinforcement  they  would  derive 
from  a  full  compliance  with  their  proposals  is  not  calculated  at  more 
than  ten  or  eleven  hundred  private  men ;  and  this  seems  hardly  to 
be  an  object  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  induce  them  to  concede  to 
points  of  the  nature  which  your  Excellency's  information  supposes  ; 
especially,  as  you  emphatically  express  it,  "after  having  sought  with 
so  much  affectation  to  make  the  Thirteen  States  be  considered  as 
subjected  to  the  English  domination."  The  offers  made  through 
Major  General  Phillips  are  far  more  moderate  than  any  that  have 
hitherto  come  from  them,  and  appear,  in  a  great  measure,  to  have 
been  influenced  by  his  personal  solicitations,  dictated  by  an  extreme 
anxiety  to  be  released  from  captivity.  But  notwithstanding  the 
matter  in  its  present  form  wears  to  me  the  appearance  I  have  men- 
tioned, I  shall  not  neglect  any  measure  which  it  may  be  in  my  power 
to  take  to  improve  the  intimation  your  Excellency  has  given,  and 
entreat  you  to  be  assured  that  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  the  event 
confirm  the  opinion  you  do  me  the  honor  to  entertain,  that  nothing 
will  be  done  derogatory  to  the  magnanimous  part  your  Court  has 
acted,  or  the  honor  or  interest  of  the  United  States. 
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The  inconsistency  of  the  Court  of  London,  so  well  delineated  by 
that  of  Madrid  in  the  extract  you  had  the  goodness  to  annex,  would 
appear  extraordinary  if  their  whole  conduct  in  the  course  of  the  war 
did  not  exhibit  many  similar  examples.  But  it  is  evident  that 
their  refusing  to  consider  these  States  as  independent  in  fact  during 
a  negociation,  was  a  mere  pretext  to  cover  their  unwillingness  to 
concur  in  the  pacific  views  of  his  Catholic  Majesty ;  and  the  memo- 
rial from  the  British  Ambassador  shows  that  they  were  artfully 
aiming  to  effect  a  separation  of  interests  between  -France  and  these 
States,  the  better  to  prosecute  their  hostile  designs  against  either  or 
both. 

I  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  agreeable  intelligence  you  give 
me  of  his  Christian  Majesty's  intentions  to  send  over  succors  of 
arms  and  ammunition.  It  is  a  new  and  valuable  proof  of  his  friend- 
ship, and  will  be  of  essential  utility.  I  agree  with  you  that  there 
ought  to  be  no  relaxation  in  the  measures  otherwise  intended  to  be 
taken  to  procure  the  necessary  supplies  of  those  articles. 

I  am  sensibly  mortified  that  the  present  situation  of  affairs  will  by 
no  means  suffer  me  to  yield  to  the  desire  I  have  of  paying  you  my 
respects  in  Philadelphia;  and  I  shall  impatiently  look  for  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  it  here,  which  your  Excellency  promises  me  in  the 
course  of  this  month.  Besides  the  important  objects  of  public  utility 
which  I  am  authorised  to  hope  from  it,  I  shall  take  pleasure,  on 
every  occasion,  of  testifying  to  you  those  sentiments  of  respect  and 
esteem  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  k,c., 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  The  interest  your  Excellency  is  pleased  to  take  in  Major 
Galvan,  will  be  an  additional  motive  with  me  to  avail  myself  of  his 
talents  and  zeal,  as  far  as  circumstances  will  possibly  permit. 


GEOUGE  WASHINGTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Headquarters,  Morristown,  February  15lh,  1780. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  4th,*  which  only  reached  me  on  the  13th. 

*  Missin.!?. 
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Sincerely  desirous  of  doing  everything  in  my  power  by  which  the 
interest  of  his  Christian  Majesty,  inseparable  from  that  of  these 
States,  can  in  any  manner  be  promoted,  and  still  more  in  a  point  so 
essential  as  that  which  makes  the  subject  of  your  letter,  I  should  not 
hesitate  to  furnish  the  detachment  required  by  Mr.  Duer,  whatever 
might  be  my  opinion  of  its  necessity,  did  not  the  present  state  of  the 
army  absolutely  forbid  it.  I  whh  confidence  assure  your  Excellency 
that  our  force  is  so  reduced  by  the  expiration  of  the  terms  for  which 
a  considerable  part  of  it  was  engaged,  and  will  be  so  much  more 
diminished  in  the  course  of  a  month  or  two  from  the  same  cause,  as 
scarcely  to  suffice  for  the  exigence  of  the  service,  and  to  afford  just 
cause  for  uneasiness,  should  the  enemy  be  actuated  by  a  spirit  of 
enterprise,  before  we  receive  the  reinforcements  intended  for  the  next 
campaign.  So  circumstanced,  my  duty  to  the  common  cause  will 
not  justify  me  in  adding  to  the  insecurity  of  our  situation  by  making 
a  detachment  which,  though  apparently  inconsiderable,  would  be 
materially  felt  in  our  present  weakness  ;  and  I  am  persuaded,  after 
the  information  now  given,  that  your  Excellency  will  wish  me  not  to 
hazard  the  measure. 

With  resjiect  to  the  necessity  of  a  covering  party,  I  shall  not 
venture  to  decide ;  but  I  should  imagine,  in  the  present  state  of 
things,  that  the  business  may  be  carried  on  with  tolerable  security 
without  one.  Tlie  consequences  of  the  late  expedition  promise 
tranquillity  for  some  time  to  our  frontier,  and  make  it  at  any  rate 
improbable  that  the  savages  will  be  able  to  penetrate  so  far  at  so 
early  a  period,  and  the  proposition  does  not  require  that  the  covering 
party  should  remain  longer  than  until  the  last  of  April.  The  intel- 
ligence I  have  received  corresponds  with  these  ideas.  It  might 
be  added  that  the  garrison  at  Wyoming  gives  some  degree  of  pro- 
tection to  the  part  of  the  country  in  question.  But  as  it  is  very 
important  that  no  interruption  should  be  given  to  the  workmen, 
if  a  covering  party  should  upon  the  whole  be  thought  requisite, 
the  best  mode  of  furnishing  it  will  be  from  the  neighboring  militia. 
For  this  purpose,  on  your  Excellency's  application  to  Congress,  I 
cannot  doubt  they  will  immediately  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  attach- 
ment, Sic, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  March  8th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  just  received  from  Martinique  a  letter  from  M.  Gerard,  who 
informs  me  that,  at  his  request,  the  commander  of  IMartinique  has 
procured  for  the  frigate  Confederation,  belonging  to  Congress,  the 
same  sources  and  facilities  as  are  enjoyed  by  his  Majesty's  own 
vessels.  But  there  are  no  materials  for  masts,  and  as  this 'vessel  has 
been  dismasted,  M.  Gerard  knows  no  other  means  of  hastening  her 
repairs  than  that  of  sending  masts  to  him  from  Boston,  or  any  other 
part  of  the  continent  where  Congress  can  procure  them.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c.,  y  TT7FRNF 


THE  KING  OF  FRANCE  TO  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

To  our  very  dear  great  Friends  and  Allies,  the  President  and 
Members  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

Very  dear  great  Friends  and  Allies, 
We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  of  November  last,  which 
you  directed  Dr.  Franklin  to  deliver.  We  have  seen  therein  with 
pain  the  picture  of  the  distressed  state  of  your  finances,  and  have 
been  so  affected  that  we  have  determined  to  assist  you  as  far  as  our 
own  wants,  and  the  extraordinary  and  enormous  expenses  of  the 
present  war,  in  which  we  are  engaged  for  your  defence,  will  permit. 
The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  is  enjoined  to  inform  you  more  partic- 
ularly of  our  intentions.  And  we  are  persuaded  that  the  details 
which  he  will  make  will  induce  you  to  exert  your  utmost  efforts  to 
second  ours,  and  will  more  and  more  convince  you  how  sincerely 
we  interest  ourselves  in  the  cause  of  the  United  States;  and  that  we 
employ  all  the  means  in  our  power  to  make  it  triumphant.      You 


*  See  further  particulars  on  this  subject  in  the  Correspondence  of  John  Jay,  Vol. 
IV.,  pp.  124,  et  seqq. 
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may  rely  on  our  perseverance  in  the  principles  which  have  hitherto 
directed  our  conduct.  It  has  been  fully  proved,  as  well  as  the 
sincere  affection  we  entertain  for  the  United  States  in  general,  and 
for  each  in  particular.  We  pray  God  to  have  you,  very  dear  great 
Friends  and  Allies,  in  his  holy  protection. 

Written  at  Versailles,  the  10th  of  March,  1781. 

Your  good  friend  and  ally,  LOUIS. 


.  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Morristown,  May  5th,  1780. 

Sir, 

Two  days  since  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  29th  of  April. 

The  polite  terms  in  which  you  mention  the  attention  which  my 
respectful  attachment  for  you  dictated,  during  your  stay  in  camp, 
add  to  the  obligation  I  felt  for  the  honor  of  your  visit.  I  was  happy 
in  that  opportunity  of  giving  you  a  new  proof  of  my  sentiments,  and 
I  entreat  you  to  afford  me  others  as  frequently  as  possible.  As  the 
IMinister  of  a  Prince  to  whom  America  owes  so  much,  you  have 
every  title  to  my  respect ;  and,  permit  me  to  add,  your  personal 
qualities  give  you  a  claim,  which  my  heart  cheerfully  acknowledges, 
to  all  my  esteem  and  all  my  regard. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  my  thanks  for  your  intention  to  represent  the 
army  in  so  favorable  a  light  as  will  recommend  it  to  the  approbation 
of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty — an  honor  as  flattering  as  it  will  be 
precious. 

It  would  be  a  want  of  gratitude  not  to  be  convinced  of  the 
intimate  concern  he  takes  in  our  affairs,  after  the  repeated  and 
decided  proofs  he  has  given. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  he, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

9  o'clock,  a.  m. 

P.  S.  I  have  this  instant  received  a  letter  from  my  much  esteemed 
and  amiable  friend,  the  Maiquis  de  la  Fayette,  dated  in  Boston 
harbor,  the  29th  of  last  month.  In  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  1 
shall  expect  to  see  him. 
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GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Morristown,  May  11th,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  attentions  and  honors  paid  to  M.  de  Miralles*  after  his  death 
were  a  tribute  due  to  his  character  and  merit,  and  dictated  by  the 
sincere  esteem  which  I  always  felt  for  him. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  your  intention  of  send- 
ing me  a  detail  of  the  land  and  sea  forces  arrived  at  Martinique, 
which  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  was  forgotten  to  be  enclosed  in 
your  letter. 

You  will  participate  in  the  joy  I  feel  at  the  arrival  of  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette.  No  event  could  have  given  me  greater  pleasure,  on 
a  personal  account,  and  motives  of  public  utility  conspire  to  make  it 
agreeable.  He  will  shortly  have  the  honor  to  wait  upon  your 
Excellency,  and  impart  matters  of  the  greatest  moment  to  these 
States.  He  announces  a  fresh  and  striking  instance  of  the  friendship 
of  your  Court,  and  which  cannot  fail  to  contribute  greatly  to  per- 
petuate the  gratitude  of  this  country. 

I  am  always  happy  to  repeat  to  you  the  sentiments  of  respect  and 
inviolable  attachment,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Headquarters,  Morristown,  May  14th,  1780. 

Sir, 

Since  my  last  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  detail  of  his 
Most  Christian  Majesty's  fleet  in  the  West  Indies,  which  your 
Excellency  has  had  the  goodness  to  send  me.  I  congratulate  you 
very  sincerely,  sir,  on  this  very  respectable  armament,  which  1  found 
to  surpass  my  expectation,  and  I  would  willingly  hope  that  an 
occasion  will  be  afforded  the  Count  de  Guichen  to  strike  some 
important  blow  with  it,  which  shall  advance  the  honor  and  interest 
of  his  Majesty,  and  of  course  the  interest  of  these  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,       GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


*  M.  de  Miralles,  Agent  for  the  Spanish  Government  in  this  country,  died  in 
General  Washington's  camp,  and  was  buried  with  military  honors. 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  May  16th,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  the 
honor  of  informing  Congress  that  the  King,  in  consequence  of  his 
affection  and  friendship  for  the  United  States,  and  of  his  desire  to 
put  an  end  by  effectual  naeasures  to  the  calamities  of  the  present 
war,  has  resolved  to  send  to  this  continent  a  reinforcement  of  troops, 
intended  to  act  against  the  common  enemy,  and  of  vessels,  which 
will  be  employed  in  assisting  the  operations  of  the  land  troops.  As 
soon  as  Congress  has  decided  on  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  will  receive  all  communications  on  this 
subject;  and  will  on  his  part  make  the  overtures  which  shall  be 
necessary  to  the  success  of  the  operations.  But  as  despatch  and 
secrecy  ought  to  be  the  very  soul  of  these  operations,  and  as,  more- 
over. Congress  will  undoubtedly  find  it  indispensable  to  arrange 
them  in  concert  with  the  Commander-in-Chief,  the  Chevalier  de  la 
Luzerne  requests  this  Assembly  to  consider  whether  the  course  most 
proper  to  be  adopted  under  these  circumstances  be  not  to  appoint, 
without  the  least  delay,  a  small  committee,  who  shall  repair  to  the 
army,  furnished  with  instructions,  and  there  fix  upon  measures, 
which  shall  be  carried  into  execution  immediately  on  the  arrival  of 
the  land  forces,  under  the  command  of  the  Count  de  Rochambeau, 
lieutenant-general  of  the  armies  of  the  King,  and  the  Chevalier  de 
Ternay,  commander  of  the  squadron,  at  whatever  part  of  the  conti- 
nent they  may  have  had  orders  to  land. 

As  the  measures  to  be  taken  in  relation  to  the  supply  of  neces- 
saries and  provisions  to  the  auxiliary  troops  will  require  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Legislatures  and  Governors  of  the  several  States,  and 
particularly  of  those  of  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  and 
New  Jersey,  the  undersigned  Minister  requests  Congress  to  authorize 
the  same  committee  to  render  their  assistance  to  the  measures  which 
the  French  General,  or  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  or  the 
Commissioners  authorised  by  them,  shall  be  able  to  take  with  the 
different  Legislatures ;  and  with  this  view,  to  give  to  the  delegates 
who  shall  compose  it,  powers  as  extensive  as  Congress  shall  deem 
expedient. 
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All  object,  which  next  to  that  just  mentioned,  requires  all  the 
attention  of  Congress,  is  the  information,  which  it  is  important  to 
obtain  as  to  the  forces,  the  situation,  and  the  resources  of  the  enemy, 
in  all  the  posts  in  their  possession  on  this  continent.  The  Chevalier 
de  la  Luzerne  is  consequently  desirous  that  Congress  would  be 
pleased  to  appoint  a  committee  to  collect  immediately  all  the 
intelligence,  details,  and  information,  which  may  exist  in  their 
deposits  and  archives,  relative  to  the  ports  of  North  America,  now 
held  by  the  English,  from  Halifax  to  St.  Augustine,  including 
Canada,  to  the  depth  of  the  bays,  creeks,  and  anchorages ;  to  the 
forces  which  are  stationed  there,  and  the  forts  and  fortresses  which 
have  been  erected  there,  the  dispositions  and  number  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, the  resources  with  regard  to  provisions,  and  in  general  all  that 
information  which  may  promote  the  success  of  the  operations.  It  is 
equally  desirable,  that  this  committee  should  have  authority  to  c^irry 
on  a  correspondence,  as  long  as  may  be  necessary,  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  continent,  whence  this  information  can  be  obtained,  in 
order  that  the  intelligence  being  always  fresh,  the  commanders  of 
the  expeditions  may  be  able  to  establish  their  plans  upon  sure  bases. 
The  Minister  of  France  requests  that  the  committee  may  be  author- 
ised to  communicate  to  him  this  various  information,  so  far  as  such 
communication  shall  not  be  inconvenient  to  Congress.  Whatever 
promptness  these  measures  require,  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne 
prays  Congress  not  to  take  them  into  consideration  till  after  the 
subject  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this  memorial  has  been  defini- 
tively settled. 

Dr.  Franklin  has  undoubtedly  rendered  an  account  to  Congress  of 
the  measures  which  he  has  taken  for  sending  to  this  continent  arms, 
stores,  and  clothing,  as  well  as  of  the  means  of  facilitating  the  loan 
of  three  millions  of  livres,  which  that  Minister  has  procured,  as  well 
to  meet  this  expense  as  to  give  effect  to  the  treaties  of  Congress  in 
relation  to  it ;  and  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  will  not  go  into  any 
detail  on  this  subject. 

He  will  not  close  this  memorial  without  congratulating  the 
American  Senate  on  the  zeal  and  ardor  which  are  shown  on  every 
side  to  render  the  ensuing  campaign  decisive,  and  to  inflict  upon  the 
common  enemy  blows  which  shall  be  most  sensibly  felt,  to  expel 
him  from  this  country  without  the  possibility  of  return,  and  to  secure 
forever  the  liberty  of  the  Thirteen  States. 


686  LUZERNE. 

Circumstances  have  never  been  more  favorable ;  the  enemy,  hard 
pressed  on  every  side,  is  not  in  a  state  to  oppose  an  effectual  resist- 
ance ;  the  American  forces  are  about  to  become  more  respectable 
than  they  have  ever  been,  those  of  the  King  bring  with  them  to  tiiis 
country  the  most  sincere  desire  to  second  the  brave  efforts  of  their 
allies,  and  the  two  nations,  closely  united  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
their  combined  enterprises  to  a  successful  issue,  will  seek  only  to 
distinguish  themselves  by  their  zeal,  and  their  attachment  to  the 
common  cause.*  LUZERNE. 


TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  May  21st,  1780. 
Sir, 

You   will    be    informed   by   the  Marquis   de  la   Fayette  of  the 

measures  adopted  by  the  Congress  relative  to  the  operations  of  the 

next  campaign.     I  will  not  enter  into  a  detail  with  respect  to  them, 

I  confine  myself  to  assure  your  Excellency  of  the  eagerness  of  my 

countrymen  to  share  in  your  success,  of  the  zeal  which   animates 

them  for  the  cause  which  you  so  gloriously  defend,  and  of  the  desire 

I  have  to  receive  your  advice  and  orders  in  everything  in  which  you 

shall  believe  that  I  may  contribute  to  the  success  of  the  combined 

operations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  LUZERNE. 


REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE   OF    CONGRESS  ON  A  CONFERENCE  WITH  THE 
FRENCH  MINISTER. 

In  Congress,  May  24th,  1780. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Minister  of  France 
on  the  subject  of  supplies  and  other  matters  mentioned  in  this 
appointment,  report  as  follows  : 

That  in  their  first  conference  with  the  Minister,  he  mentioned  his 


*  For  the  proceedings  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  this  letter,  see  the  public 
Journals,  under  the  date  of  May  19th,  1780. 
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solicitude  to  procure  the  necessary  provisions  for  the  fleet  and  army 
of  his  IMost  Christian  Majesty  ;  that  he  wished  to  render  every  step 
he  should  take  on  this  subject  conformable  to  the  designs  of  Con- 
gress, and  conducive  to  the  support  of  the  combined  forces  ;  that  he 
would  therefore  lay  before  the  Committee  the  measures  that  he  had 
already  entered  into,  and  was  desirous  to  agree  upon  any  plan  for 
our  mutual  benefit  which  we  should  think  it  proper  to  adopt. 

That  previous  to  our  appointment,  the  moments  being  precious, 
he  had  despatched  an  agent  to  consult  the  Commander-in-Chief  and 
General  Greene  on  the  subject  of  supplies,  and  would  inform  us  of 
their  sentiments  at  his  return  ;  that  lest  his  purchases  might  interfere 
with  those  which  the  States  should  make  on  account  of  the  continent, 
he  had  thought  it  most  advisable  to  let  the  whole  business  pass 
through  their  hands,  and  had  accordingly  written  to  Governor 
Trumbull  for  a  limited  supply  of  beef,  pork,  and  mutton,  leaving  it 
to  his  option  either  to  be  paid  in  bills  upon  France,  specie,  or 
Continental  bills  of  credit. 

The  Committee  have  stated  this  information  that  Congress  may, 
if  they  should  find  it  necessary,  give  them  their  directions  before  they 
digest  any.  plan  with  the  Minister  of  France  on  the  return  of  his 
agent. 

The  Committee  conceive  the  establishment  of  posts  and  expresses, 
who  shall  bring  the  earliest  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  of 
our  ally,  and  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  as  so  necessary  to  the  right 
application  of  our  force,  that  they  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Intelligence  be  directed  to 
establish  regular  posts  to  and  from  the  diflerent  parts  of  the  sea- 
coasts  of  this  continent,  from  Charleston  to  Boston,  in  such  manner 
as  will  most  effectually  procure  information  of  the  approach  of  the 
fleet  of  our  ally,  and  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  consequence 
thereof. 

The  Committee  are  further  of  opinion,  from  the  representations 
of  the  Minister  of  France,  that  every  means  should  be  used  to  add  to 
the  strength  of  the  fleet  of  our  ally  on  their  arrival,  particularly  by 
completing  the  ship  America,  since  it  is  highly  probable  that  the 
naval  force  which  the  enemy  may  send  to  this  coast,  in  order  to 
frustrate  the  friendly  endeavors  of  our  ally  in  our  behalf,  will  be 
adapted  to  that  of  France,  v^ithout  taking  into  the  calculation  any 
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addition  which   it   may  receive  here.     They  therefore   submit  the 
following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Admiralty  be  directed  to  fit  for  sea, 
with  the  utmost  expedition,  the  several  ships-of-war  and  frigates  now 
in  port. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  respective 
States  within  whose  ports  any  of  the  said  ships  or  frigates  may  be, 
to  afford  every  assistance  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  on  this  appli- 
cation for  artificers,  laborers,  and  materials,  for  preparing  the  same 
for  sea,  and  for  completing  this  complement  of  men. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will  defray  every  necessary  expense 
which  any  State  shall  incur  in  consequence  of  the  above  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Admiralty  be  empowered,  if  they 
shall  think  it  advisable  to  dispose  of  the  Saratoga,  to  apply  the 
proceeds  thereof  to  complete  the  America,  or  any  of  the  frigates 
which  may  by  that  means  be  shortly  fitted  for  sea. 

And  whereas  it  is  proper  to  make  provision  for  repairing  any 
damage  which  the  fleets  of  our  ally  may  sustain  by  storms  or 
otherwise, 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Admiralty  be  directed  to  cause  as 
many  masts,  yards,  and  spars,  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  for  the 
above  purposes  to  be  procured. 

Resolved,  That  they  may  be  also  directed  to  settle  signals  with  the 
commanding  officers  of  any  ship  or  ships  of  our  ally,  which  may  now 
or  shall  hereafter  be  upon  the  coasts  of  the  United  States. 

And  for  the  promoting  of  harmony  and  forwarding  the  common 
views  of  France  and  America,  it  was  further  agreed  between  the 
Minister  of  France  and  your  Committee,  that  they  should  suggest  to 
Congress  the  propriety  of  adopting  measures  to  prevent  desertion 
from  the  fleet  and  army  of  our  allies,  in  which  view  they  submit  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislation  of  these 
United  States,  to  pass  laws  for  the  punishment  of  such  persons  as 
shall  encourage  desertions  from  the  fleets  or  armies  of  any  foreign 
Power,  who  shall  prosecute  the  war  in  America  in  conjunction  with 
these  United  States,  and  for  the  recovering  such  deserters  as  shall 
endeavor  to  conceal  themselves  among  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON,  Chairman. 
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GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Morristown,  June  5th,  1780. 
Sir, 

My  time  has  been  so  entirely  engrossed  in  the  preliminary 
arrangements  of  immediate  necessity  towards  the  intended  cooper- 
ation, that  I  have  not  been  able  till  now  to  do  myself  the  honor  to 
thank  your  Excellency  for  your  letter  of  the  21st  of  May.  We  have 
too  many  proofs  of  the  general  zeal  of  your  countrymen  in  the  cause 
of  America  not  to  be  entirely  convinced  of  it,  and  to  feel  all  that 
the  most  grateful  sensibility  can  inspire. 

I  am  happy  in  believing  that  the  troops  and  citizens  of  these 
States  will  eagerly  embrace  every  opportunity  to  manifest  ^lieir 
affection  to  the  troops  and  citizens  of  your  nation,  as  well  as  their 
gratitude  and  veneration  to  a  Prince,  from  whom  they  have  received 
the  most  important  benefits.  Penetrated  with  a  sense  of  these,  I 
shall  think  it  my  duty  to  cultivate  correspondent  sentiments,  as  far 
as  my  influence  extends. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  has  given  me  an  account  of  all  your 
Excellency  has  done  for  the  advancement  of  the  combined  opera- 
tions. It  will  no  doubt  contribute  essentially  to  their  success,  and 
gives  you  a  claim  to  the  acknowledgments  of  the  two  countries. 

I  am  too  sensible  of  the  value  of  the  permission  you  gave  me  to 
solicit  your  aid  in  every  thing  in  which  you  can  continue  to  afford 
us  your  good  offices,  not  to  make  use  of  it  as  frequently  as  possible. 
I  begin  by  entreating  you  to  favor  me  with  your  advice  with  the 
greatest  freedom,  on  whatever  occurs  to  you  interesting  to  our  affairs 
at  this  period. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE  OF  CONGRESS  RESPECTING  COMMUNICATIONS 
FROM  THE  FRENCH  MINISTER. 

In  Congress,  June  5th,  1780. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  receive  the  communications  of  his 
Excellency,  the  Minister  of  France,  relating    to  supplies  for    the 
Vol.  v.— 44 
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forces  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  and  on  other  matters,  beg 
leave  to  report,  that  in  a  conference  had  on  the  3d  of  the  present 
month,  the  Minister  was  pleased  to  make  the  following  communi- 
cations, viz : 

That  M.  de  Corney,  Commissary  of  the  troops  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  had  orders  to  purchase  a  number  of  horses,  and 
to  purchase  or  hire  a  number  of  teams  in  the  States  where  they  could 
be  most  conveniently  procured,  for  the  use  of  the  forces  of  liis  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  that  should  arrive  to  cooperate  with  the  forces  of 
these  United  States. 

That  M.  de  Corney  had  also  orders  to  endeavor  to  procure  in  the 
several  States,  where  it  should  be  found  most  convenient,  provisions 
for^he  forces  abovementioned  in  such  manner  as  should  least  inter- 
fere with  the  purchaser  of  the  States  or  agents  of  Congress,  and  as 
should  be  best  adapted  to  support  and  establish  the  credit  of  the 
paper  currency.  That  M.  de  Corney  would  apply  to  the  supreme 
executive  powers  of  the  several  States  in  which  the  purchases  were 
to  be  made,  for  their  advice  and  aid  in  the  matter. 

To  obtain  which,  the  Minister  wished  for  the  approbation  of 
Congress,  and  that  if  they  should  think  fit,  letters  might  be  written 
"by  the  President  to  the  supreme  executive  powers  of  the  several 
States,  requesting  their  advice  and  aid  to  M.  de  Corney  in  procuring 
those  supplies. 

That  M.  de  Corney  had  received  £7,000  of  the  bills  lately 
emitted  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  use  for  the  purposes  above- 
mentioned,  and  would  in  his  negociations  avail  himself  of  all 
opportunities  for  contributing  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  for  estab- 
lishing the  currency  of  the  public  bills  of  credit. 

That  it  would  be  necessary  to  give  the  said  forces  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty  the  option  of  receiving  their  pay  in  specie,  from 
their  unacquaintedness  with  paper  money  in  general,  and  ignorance 
of  the  language  in  which  the  bills  of  these  United  States  are  struck. 

Which  circumstance  the  Minister  thought  proper  to  suggest,  that 
Congress  might  take  any  measures  they  should  judge  necessary  to 
prevent  uneasiness  arising  therefrom  to  the  troops  of  these  United 
States,  who  might  receive  their  pay  in  a  different  manner. 

That  to  prevent  loss  happening  to  any  of  the  citizens  of  these 
United  States,  from  receiving  from  the  troops  of  his  Most  Christian 
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Majesty  any  small  coins  they  may  be  possessed  of  that  shall  be 
below  the  standard  alloy,  the  same  will  be  exchanged  for  other  coins 
by  persons  that  shall  receive  orders  therefor. 

The  Minister  desired  to  be  informed  of  the  mode  of  intelligence 
Congress  would  rely  on  to  give  them  immediate  notice  of  the 
arrival  of  the  forces  from  France,  and  for  keeping  up  a  constant 
communication  after  their  arrival,  and  again  repeated  his  wishes  that 
nothing  might  be  left  unprovided  for,  that  could  promise  despatch  to 
their  operations  and  render  them  most  extensively  useful  to  these 
United  States. 

The  Minister  also  wished  to  recommend  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress  M.  Louis  Ethis  de  Corney,  Provincial  Commissary  of  the 
troops  in  the  service  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  for  the  honor  of 
a  brevet  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel,  which  title  his  office  had 
given  him  in  the  French  service.  M.  de  Corney  desired  not 
command  or  pay,  but  was  ambitious  to  deserve  a  mark  of  honor 
from  these  United  States,  from  which  benefits  might  result  to  him 
hereafter. 

Upon  the  foregoing  information  your  Committee  beg  leave  to 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  following  resolutions : 

That  a  brevet  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel  be  granted  to  M. 
Louis  Ethis  de  Corney. 

That  M.  de  Corney  be  furnished  with  letters  from  the  President 
to  the  supreme  executive  powers  of  the  several  States,  or  to  such  of 
them  as  M.  de  Corney  shall  apply  for,  requesting  their  advice  and 
aid  to  him  in  procuring  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  the  forces 
of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  expected  to  arrive  in  these  United 
States,  in  such  manner  as  will  best  avoid  a  competition  of  purchases 
for  the  use  abovementioned,  and  those  for  the  use  of  the  troops  of 
these  United  States. 

That  the  Minister  of  France  be  informed  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
Congress  that  the  public  service  will  be  best  promoted  by  having  the 
same  currency  made  use  of,  so  far  as  may  be,  to  procure  supplies 
for  the  forces  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  as  for  those  of  these 
United  States. 

That  the  Governors  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  be 
requested  immediately  to  engage  trusty  persons  in  those  States 
respectively,  at  proper  distances  from  each  other,  on  the  main  road 
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from  Cape  Henry  in  Virginia  to  Philadelphia,  to  hold  themselves  in 
readiness,  should  the  Frencli  fleet  be  discovered  off  that  Cape  or  the 
adjacent  coast,  to  forward  inteUigence  thereof,  and  any  despatches 
that  may  be  received  from  them  to  Congress,  in  the  most  expeditious 
manner. 


REPORT   OF   A  COMMITTEE   OF    CONGRESS    RESPECTING    A    CONFERENCE 
WITH  THE  FRENCH  MINISTER. 

In  Congress,  June  7th,  1780. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Minister  of  France 
on  the  mode  of  obtaining  supplies  for  the  forces  of  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  and  on  other  matters,  report : 

Tiiat  the  Minister  of  France  lias  communicated  to  your  Committee 
that  as  M.  de  Corney,  Commissary  of  the  troops  of  his  Most  Chris- 
tian Majesty,  will  go  into  the  State  of  Connecticut  to  procure  some 
supplies,  it  would  be  convenient  for  him  to  receive  there  an  advance 
of  money  from  these  United  States,  either  in  Continental  bills  or  the 
bills  of  that  State,  to  be  replaced  in  specie  on  the  arrival  of  the  fleet 
from  France,  and  the  Minister  engages  that  the  moneys  which  shall 
be  so  advanced  by  these  United  States  to  M.  de  Corney,  shall  be 
replaced  in  specie  as  above  mentioned. 

Upon  which  communication  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  submit 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  following  resolution,  viz  : 

That  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorised  to  receive  on  account  of  these  United  States,  out  of 
the  moneys  raised  by  that  State  more  than  sufficient  to  discharge  the 
drafts  heretofore  made  by  Congress,  and  to  comply  with  the  requi- 
sition of  Congress  of  the  20th  of  last  month,  or  out  of  the  bills  that 
shall  be  completed  and  lodged  in  the  Continental  Loan  Office  in  that 
State  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  18th  of  March  last,  one  million  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  the  bills  now  in  circulation,  or  thirty  thousand 
dollars  of  the  bills  last  mentioned,  or  a  proportion  of  each,  on  the 
application  of  M.  de  Corney,  Commissary  of  the  troops  in  the 
service  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  and  advance  the  same  to  him, 
taking  his  receipt  therefor,  to  replace  the  same  in  specie  in  the 
Treasury  of  these  United  States  when  required  by  Congress ;  said 
receipts  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Treasury  Board  as  soon  as  may  be. 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  June  18th,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  undersigned  Minister  of  France  has  witnessed  the  efforts  of 
Congress  to  enable  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  make  a  glorious 
commencement  of  the  campaign  ;  he  is  convinced  of  the  zeal  with 
which  all  its  members  are  animated,  and  if  the  army  has  not  hith- 
erto received  any  of  the  reinforcements  announced  in  January  last, 
he  is  persuaded  that  Congress  deeply  lament  those  delays,  and  are 
sincerely  desirous  to  prevent  the  fatal  consequences  which  might 
result  from  them.  The  undersigned  has,  since  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  continued  to  make  the  most  pressing  representations  on  this 
subject,  and  all  the  answers  that  he  has  received  tend  to  assure  him 
that  the  arrangements  which  were  announced  would  be  carried  into 
full  execution  at  the  beginning  of  this  month.  Now  that  the  time 
fixed  for  putting  the  army  on  a  respectable  footing  has  passed  by, 
and  it  is  but  too  certain  that  the  reinforcements  demanded  four  or 
five  months  ago  have  not  yet  arrived,  he  earnestly  entreats  Congress 
to  be  pleased  to  pay  immediate  attention  to  the  supply  of  these 
troops,  and  to  the  fulfilment  of  their  promises. 

The  King,  after  the  positive  assurances  which  he  has  received, 
has  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  American  army  is  now  twenty-Jive 
thousand  strong,  not  including  commissioned  officers,  and  that  it 
is,  at  this  moment,  in  a  condition  to  undertake  the  most  vigorous 
offensive  operations  against  the  enemy  in  the  posts  which  he  occupies 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  Congress,  while  giving 
these  assurances,  expressed  in  an  urgent  manner  the  wish  that  a 
French  squadron  should  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  land  troops. 
The  King  has  been  eager  to  comply  with  the  requests  of  the  Thirteen 
States.  Their  assurances  are  the  basis  of  the  measures  which  his 
Majesty  has  taken.  A  squadron  is  on  the  point  of  arrival,  and  the 
French  Generals  expect  to  find  forces,  respectable  in  numbers,  ready 
to  enter  upon  action.  If,  at  the  moment  of  their  arrival,  they  are 
deprived  of  the  cooperation  upon  which  they  have  reason  to  rely,  the 
most  precious  time  for  action  will  be  lost ;  the  enemy  will  have  time 
to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  defence,  and,  perhaps,  to  receive 
reinforcements ;  the  soldiers'  ardor  will  be  quenched  in  inaction,  and 
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this  delay  will  cause  the  loss  of  all  the  advantages  of  a  campaign, 
which,  if  conducted  with  suitable  promptness  and  activity,  might 
have  been  made  most  useful  to  the  common  cause,  and  perhaps 
decisive. 

It  being  manifestly  necessary  to  complete  the  army,  the  under- 
signed has  no  doubt  that  Congress,  as  well  from  regard  to  the  public 
interest,  as  to  its  own  glory  and  the  performance  of  its  promises,  will 
immediately  take,  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  measures 
more  effectual  than  those  which  have  hitherto  been  taken.  He 
hopes  also  that  the  proper  arrangements  will  be  made  for  constantly 
maintaining  during  the  whole  campaign  the  number  which  has  been 
announced,  and  he  takes  the  liberty  of  recommending  this  important 
object  in  an  equal  degree  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

The  Minister  of  France,  convinced  of  the  zeal  for  the  public  good 
which  inspires  this  Assembly,  as  well  as  of  its  wisdom  and  prudence, 
hopes  that  it  will  see  in  his  representations  only  a  new  proof  of  his 
attachment  to  the  common  cause ;  that  it  will  not  be  offended  at  the 
freedom  with  which  he  expresses  himself  upon  so  important  a 
subject,  and  that  it  will  be  pleased  to  put  him  in  a  situation  to  trans- 
mit to  his  Court  satisfactory  details  respecting  the  fulfilment  of  the 
assurances  made  to  him  by  Congress  in  January  last.* 

LUZERINE. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  June  28th,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  of  informing 

Congress   that  the  Court  of  Madrid  has  sent  to  Havana  land  and 

naval  forces  sufficient  to  make  a  powerful   diversion  there.     The 

Governor   of  Havana  having  been  informed  of  the  assurances  given 

by  this  Assembly  on   the  16th   of  December  last,  respecting  the 

provisions  of  which  the  islands  and  the  fleet  of  his  Catholic  Majesty 

might  stand  in  need,  is  desirous  that  such  quantities  of  corn  as  shall 


•See  the  proceedings  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  this  letter  in  the  public 
Journal  of  Congress,  under  the  date  of  June  21st,  1780. 
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not  be  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the  armies  destined  to  act 
upon  this  continent,  may  be  successively  sent  to  him.  It  is  desirable 
that  the  quantity  now  about  to  be  sent  should  amount  to  three 
thousand  barrels,  and,  with  the  approbation  of  Congress,  the  under- 
signed will  give  immediate  orders  to  some  merchants  of  this  city  to 
make  purchases  in  the  States  in  such  manner  as  Congress  shall  think 
proper. 

The  Governor  of  Havana  is  also  desirous  of  being  supplied  with 
beef  and  pork,  suet,  lard,  and  vegetables,  and  with  large  and  even 
small  live  cattle.  The  Minister  of  France  entreats  Congress  to  be 
pleased  to  enable  him  to  send  to  Havana  a  favorable  answer  to  these 
different  demands,  and  he  will  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  to  the 
Court  of  Madrid  the  intelligence  of  the  facilities  for  supplies  of 
provision  which  the  Spanish  Colonies  shall  have  enjoyed  throughout 
the  Thirteen  States.  j  ttt'ttrivp 


CONGRESS  TO  THE  MINISTER  OF  FRANCE. 

In  Congress,  July  7th,  1780. 

The  Minister  of  France  having,  in  a  note  dated  the  28th  of  June, 
informed  Congress  that  the  Court  of  Madrid  has  sent  to  the  Havana 
a  considerable  body  of  forces  to  make  a  diversion  in  that  quarter; 
and  that  the  Governor  of  Havana  desires  that  as  much  flour  and  fresh 
provisions,  such  as  cattle,  hogs,  suet,  lard,  and  pulse,  as  can  be 
spared,  should  be  sent  thither;  and  the  Minister  having  intimated 
that  three  thousand  barrels  of  flour  are  immediately  wanted,  and  that 
he  will  undertake  to  have  that  quantity  purchased  and  sent,  if 
Congress  approve  the  measure,  the  following  answer  was  returned : 

That  the  Minister  of  France  be  informed  that,  through  the  loss  of 
Charleston,  the  numerous  army  the  States  are  under  the  necessity 
of  maintaining  in  the  southern  department,  the  ravages  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  lightness  of  the  crops  in  the  middle  States,  as  well  as  the 
present  extraordinary  demand  for  the  purposes  of  an  effectual 
cooperation  with  the  expected  armament  of  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  have  not  left  these  States  in  a  situation  to  admit  of  any* 
considerable  export  of  provisions ;  yet  Congress,  desirous  to  testify 
their  attention  to  the  necessities  of  his  Catholic  Majesty's  Colonies 
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and  armaments,  and  as  far  as  lies  in  their  power  to  compensate  for 
the  failure  of  supplies  of  rice,  which  an  alteration  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  southern  States  has  unhappily  rendered  it  impracticable 
to  afford,  have  resolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  State  of 
Maryland  to  grant  permission  to  such  agent  as  the  Minister  of 
France  shall  appoint,  to  purchase  within  that  State  any  quantity 
of  flour,  not  exceeding  three  thousand  barrels,  and  to  ship  the  same 
to  such  Colonies  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  in  the  West  Indies  as  the 
Minister  of  France  may  direct.  That  many  of  the  articles  mentioned 
in  the  memorial  of  the  Minister  being  such  as  the  Colonies  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty  furnish  upon  better  terms  than  they  can  be  pro- 
cured from  these  States  in  their  present  situation,  it  is  to  be  presumed 
they  will  feel  no  inconvenience  from  Congress  not  entering  at  this 
time  into  any  determination  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will  from  time  to  time  afford  such 
supplies  to  the  Colonies  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  as  their  circum- 
stances may  require,  and  the  situation  of  these  States  enable  them 
to  grant. 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  22d,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  earliest' opportunity  to  inform  you  that  his  Majesty's 
Minister,  in  giving  me  notice  of  the  expedition  of  the  squadron 
which  arrived  at  Rhode  Island  on  the  12th  instant,  informs  me  that 
particular  considerations,  relative  to  the  movements  of  the  English, 
have  induced  his  Majesty  to  send,  in  two  divisions,  the  forces  which 
are  designated  to  act  in  this  country.  The  first  division,  having 
happily  arrived,  will  be  immediately  ready  for  active  service.  With 
regard  to  the  second,  it  was  to  quit  the  French  coast  as  soon  as 
circumstances  should  permit.  Will  you  have  the  kindness,  sir,  in 
imparting  this  news  to  Congress,  to  inform  that  body  that  it  ought  to 
be  kept  secret  till  the  moment  of  execution.  I  h©pe  that  Congress 
will  approve  of  this  reserve,  both  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of 
events  at  sea,  and  because  the  enemy  should  be  kept  in  ignorance 
of  our  measures. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc,  LUZERNE. 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  25th,  1780. 
Sir, 

As  the  present  state  of  things  may  render  the  frigates  and  other 
vessels  at  the  disposal  of  Congress  useful  to  the  combined  naval 
operations,  I  pray  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  propose  putting  these 
vessels  under  the  orders  of  M.  de  Ternay,  commander  of  the  French 
squadron,  while  instructions,  such  as  shall  be  thought  proper,  are 
given  to  the  American  captains.  If  Congress  approves  of  this 
proposition,  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  orders  to  the  frigates,  which 
are  now  in  the  eastern  ports,  so  that  they  may  join  the  French 
squadron  as  soon  as  possible ;  if,  however,  they  have  been  destined 
to  any  other  service,  and  Congress  is  reluctant  to  change  their 
destination,  do  not,  I  pray  you,  sir,  insist  on  my  demand.  If  these 
vessels  shall  receive  orders  to  join  the  French  squadron,  I  wish  to 
have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  M.  de  Ternay  at  what  time  he  may 
look  for  them,  what  signals  they  will  make  on  their  approach,  and 
what  signals  he  shall  use  in  reply  to  theirs. 

I  had  hoped,  sir,  after  the  assurances  which  Congress  was  pleased 
to  give  me,  that  the  Confederacy  would  be  ready  about  the  15th  of 
this  month  at  farthest.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  let  me  know, 
with  as  much  accuracy  as  circumstances  will  permit,  about  what 
time  you  think  that  she  will  be  ready  to  set  sail.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c.,  LUZERNE. 


JOSEPH  REED  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  July  25t.h,  1780. 
Sir, 
In  answer  to  your  Excellency's  favor  of  this  day,  I  have  the  honor 
to  acquaint  you  that  the  enlisting  any  deserter  in  the  Continental 


*  In  Congress,  July  21th. — "  Resolved,  That  the  frigatea  Trumbull,  Confederacy, 
and  Deane,  and  the  sloop-of-war  Saratoga,  be  put  under  the  direction  of  General 
Washino;ton,  to  be  employed  in  cooperating  with  the  fleet  of  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  commanded  by  the  Chevalier  de  Ternay,  in  any  naval  enterprise  on  the 
coasts  of  North  America." 
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army  being  expressly  contrary  to  the  direction  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  the  Hessian  deserters  are  quite  at  liberty  to  enter  into  the 
service  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  if  his  officers  approve  it,  and 
they  will  in  that  case  receive  every  encouragement  from  us  so  to  do. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &tc., 

JOSEPH  REED,  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  26th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Some  Hessain  deserters  having  come  to  me  to  obtain  service  in 
the  body  of  French  troops  sent  by  the  King  to  this  continent,  I  have 
thought  proper,  before  accepting  their  offers,  to  know  the  opinion  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  on  this  subject;  and  President  Reed, 
whom  I  consulted,  returned  for  answer  the  letter  of  which  I  annex 
a  copy.  Particular  arrrangements  relative  to  the  subsistence  of 
these  new  recruits,  will  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  have  recourse 
to  the  Board  of  War;  and  I  request,  sir,  that  Congress  would  be 
pleased  to  authorise  the  members  composing  it  to  agree  with  me  on 
such  measures  as  circumstances  shall  render  necessary.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c.,  ,  LUZERNE. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Headquarters,  July  27th,  1780. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  letter,  which 
has  just  come  to  hand,  from  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  of  the  22d 


In  Congress,  July  31st,  1780. — "  On  a  report  from  the  Board  of  "War,  to  whom  the 
Minister's  letter  of  the  26th  was  referred: 

''Resolved,  That,  agreeably  to  the  request  of  the  honorable  the  Minister  of 
France,  the  Board  of  War  be  authorised  to  take  such  measures  relating  to  the 
subsistence  of  the  recruits  who  shall  be  enlisted  into  the  service  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty  out  of  the  German  deserters  from  the  enemy,  as  the  said  Board 
shall  deem  proper." 
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instant.  It  is  certainly  of  great  importance  that  the  precaution  he 
mentions  should  be  taken  without  loss  of  time.  I  should  think  the 
Delaware  the  best  place  for  the  reception  of  the  second  division, 
though  there  ought  to  be  cruisers  off  both  bays.  It  is  necessary  that 
a  plan  should  be  previously  fixed  for  the  junction  of  the  fleets  after 
the  debarkation.  I  shall  immediately  write  to  the  Count  for  this 
purpose. 

We  have  repeated  accounts  from  New  York  that  General  Clinton 
is  making  a  large  detachment  for  a  combined  attack  upon  the  French 
fleet  and  army.  This  will  be  a  hazardous  attempt,  and,  therefore, 
though  I  do  not  regard  it  as  impossible,  I  do  not  give  it  entire  faith. 
The  Count  de  Rochambeau  has  been  some  time  since  apprized  of 
these  demonstrations,  and  seems  to  have  been  preparing  for  what 
might  happen. 

I  have   the  honor   to  be,   with   every  sentiment  of  respect  and 

attachment,  &tc., 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

Translation. 

Phihidelphia,  July  30th,  1780, 
Sir, 

I  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  letter  for  M.  de  Ternay,  in  which 
you  will  see  what  measures  I  have  taken  to  fulfil  the  intentions 
which  you  imparted  to  me  on  the  27th  instant.  I  beg  you  will  seal 
this  packet  and  send  it  to  his  address  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Congress  have  put  under  your  orders  the  frigates  in  directing  them 
to  come  into  the  Delaware.  You  will  be  able  to  judge,  after  your 
arrangements  with  the  Chevalier  de  Ternay,  whether  these  vessels, 
or  one  of  them,  may  not  accomplish  the  conunission  desired.  Their 
cruise  may  then  be  useful  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  I 
know  not  whether  M.  de  Ternay  will  communicate  to  them  any 
signals  by  means  of  which  they  may  approach  the  coast  without 
danger.  Your  Excellency  may  be  able,  should  you  think  it  neces- 
sary, to  suggest  it  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &ic.,  LUZERNE. 
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GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Peekskill,  August  4th,  1780. 

Sir, 

Colonel  Jamet  arrived  liere  last  night,  by  whom  I  had  the  honor 
to  receive  your  Excellency's  request  that  I  would  send  instructions 
for  the  second  division  coming  from  France,  wiili  respect  to  the 
measures  which  it  should  pursue  for  forming  a  junction  with  the 
first.  I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  wrote  to  the 
Count  de  Rochambeau,  agreeably  to  my  letter  to  you  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  and  requested  that  he,  in  concert  with  the  Chevalier  de 
Ternay,  would  communicate  to  me,  that  it  might  be  transmitted  to 
your  Excellency,  the  line  of  conduct  which  they  should  judge  proper 
to  be  pursued  by  this  division. 

As  the  Marine  are  concerned,  and  the  junction  in  present  circum- 
stances is  a  matter  of  peculiar  delicacy,  I  did  not  think  myself  qual- 
ified to  decide  on  the  point.  I  have  not  received  their  answer  yet, 
and  therefore  I  cannot  pretend  to  determine  what  should  be  done ;  I 
will,  however,  take  the  liberty  to  observe  that  if  the  ships-of-war 
with  this  division  are  superior,  or  even  fully  equal  to  those  of  the 
enemy  off  Rhode  Island,  I  should  suppose  it  would  be  eligible  for 
them  to  proceed  there  at  once,  should  they  be  met  by  the  cruisers 
your  Excellency  has  sent  out  on  the  southern  coast.  Jf  this  is  not 
the  case  they  ought  to  make  the  Delaware  as  soon  as  possible.  In 
this  event  the  troops  might  be  forwarded  to  Trenton  in  the  first 
instance,  and  the  ships  might  remain  until  ulterior  measures,  with 
respect  to  them,  should  be  determined.  These,  however,  I  would 
not  offer  but  as  mere  suggestions,  and  much  it  would  seem  must 
depend  on  circumstances  and  the  discretion  of  the  officer  command- 
ing the  division. 

Perhaps  if  the  ships-of-war  should  proceed  directly  to  Rhode 
Island,  it  will  be  best  for  them  to  disembarrass  themselves  of  their 
transports,  and  send  them  into  the  Delaware  as  in  the  other  case. 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  signals  of  recognisance  have  been  precon- 
certed between  the  two  divisions. 

On  the  Slst  ultimo  the  enemy's  fleet  in  the  Sound  returned  from 
Huntington  Bay  to  New  York.  From  every  information  the  Count 
de  Rochambeau  and  his  army  were  certainly  their  object,  and  they 
had  embarked  in  considerable  force,  with  a  view  of  attacking  him. 
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I  cannot  determine  with  precision  the  reasons  which   induced  the 
enemy  to  rehnquish   their  plan  ;   but  it  is  not  improbable  that  the 
movements  of  our  army  and  the  ulterior  measures  I  was  about  to 
prosecute,  operated  in  some  measure  to  produce  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Peekskill,  August  6th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  had  this  morning  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  letter 
of  the  30th  of  July,  with  the  one  addressed  to  the  Chevalier  de 
Ternay,  which  I  have  sealed  and  forwarded  by  an  express. 

With  respect  to  the  Continental  frigates,  I  beg  leave  to  inform 
your  Excellency  that  I  did  not  apprehend,  from  the  resolution  of 
Congress  concerning  them,  that  they  were  to  be  under  my  orders,  or 
to  receive  any  instructions  from  me,  until  they  had  joined  the  Chev- 
alier de  Ternay,  after  assembling  in  the  Delaware.  This  being  the 
case,  I  cannot  give  any  directions  about  them  at  present,  and  would 
take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  your  Excellency  to  apply  to 
Congress  or  the  Board  of  Admiralty  ;  to  the  latter  of  whom  I  have 
written  to  give  their  orders  to  the  captains  of  the  frigates,  on  the 
conduct  they  are  to  pursue.  The  employment  for  them,  or  at  least 
for  one  which  your  Excellency  has  suggested,  appears  to  me  to 
be  proper,  and  that  it  will  answer  the  double  purposes  you  men- 
tion. 

I  have  by  my  letter  of  to-day  to  the  Chevalier  de  Ternay, 
requested  him  to  advise  me  in  what  manner  he  thinks  the  frigates 
can  be  most  usefully  employed  to  assist  his  fleet,  and  that  there 
might  be  no  further  delay,  when  matters  with  respect  to  them  are 
ultimately  fixed,  I  requested  him  also  to  communicate  to  the  cap- 
tains of  the  frigates  at  Boston,  as  well  as  to  myself,  the  signals  of 
recognisance.  When  I  receive  his  answer  1  will  embrace  the  earliest 
occasion  to  transmit  the  signals. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &ic.,      GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  August  15th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  with  which  you  honored  me  on  the  12th 
instant,  with  the  resolutions  of  the  5th  and  12  instants,  which 
accompany  it.  Be  pleased  to  assure  Congress  that  1  will  neglect 
no  means  in  my  power  for  securing  the  success  of  the  prudent  and 
patriotic  measures  which  are  about  to  be  taken,  and  I  can  assure 
you  of  the  eagerness  with  which  the  King  will  second  those  meas- 
ures and  of  his  resolution  to  assist  the  Thirteen  States,  to  the  utmost 
of  his  power.  I  shall  transmit  to  his  Majesty  the  resolution  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  communicate  to  me,  and  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  he  will  entirely  approve  of  every  thing  that  may  con- 
tribute to  the  immediate  deliverance  of  the  States  invaded  by  the 
enemy. 

With  regard  to  the  concurrence  of  the  forces  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty,  I  am  entirely  uninformed,  and  although  the  good  dispo- 
sitions of  the  Court  of  Madrid  towards  the  Thirteen  States  are 
undoubted,  I  do  not  know  in  what  points  the  Spanish  troops  can 
assist  the  American  armies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  LUZERNE. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  August  15th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing 
to  me  on  the  12th  instant,  with  an  act  of  Congress  relative  to  the 
petition  of  George  Basden.  I  shall  transmit  the  whole  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  St.  Domingo,  in  order  to  know  their  opinion  on  a  subject 
of  this  nature,  but  1  can  inform  you  beforehand,  that  it  seems  to  me 
doubtful  whether  their  opinion  will  be  favorable  to  the  petitioner,  as 
the  Bermudians,  living  under  the  English  Government,  are  not 
excepted  from  the  number  of  our  enemies,  by  any  public  act,  which 
has  come  to  my  knowledge. 
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Allow  me,  sir,  to  have  the  honor  to  remind  you  on  this  occasion, 
that  several  notes,  which  I  had  the  honor  of  sending  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce,  in  relation  to  merchandise  deposited  in  the 
hands  of  the  Sieur  Caraburse,  at  St.  Domingo,  have  remained  unan- 
swered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  LUZERNE. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  September  1st,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  with  which  you  yesterday  honored  me, 
and  the  account  of  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  Dr.  Franklin.  I 
deeply  feel  the  confidence  which  Congress  repose  in  me  in  confiding 
to  me  the  details  of  this  affair,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  Congress 
are  persuaded  of  the  zeal  and  interest  with  which  I  shall  lay  before 
his  Majesty's  Minister,  the  actual  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
Thirteen  United  States.  Their  representatives  are  not  ignorant  how 
desirous  the  King  is  to  render  them  effectual  assistance,  and  the 
measures  lately  taken  are  new  proofs  of  his  friendship  and  kindness 
for  them. 

As  to  the  bills  of  exchange  in  question,  I  have  said  with  freedom 
to  the  committee  with  which  I  had  the  honor  of  conferring,  that  I 
was  in  no  way  authorised  to  give  any  hopes  that  they  would  be 
accepted.  I  confided  to  that  committee,  with  equal  sincerity,  my 
reasons  for  fearing  that  great  difficulties  would  be  experienced  in  the 
payment  of  them,  unless  Congress  themselves  succeed  in  placing 
funds  in  the  hands  of  their  Plenipotentiary.  I  am  persuaded,  sir, 
that  the  explanations  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to 
Congress  by  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  me,  are  conform- 
able to  the  system  of  sincerity  and  frankness  which  ought  to  exist 
between  allies  whose  interests  are  so  closely  connected.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c.,  LUZERNE. 


*  See  the  resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  the  bills  of  exchange  here  mentioned 
in  the  public  Journal  of  Congress  for  August  9th  and  15th,  1780. 
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GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Headquarters,  Bergen  county,  September  12th,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  letter,  which,  upon  the  whole, 
I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  write  to  the  Count  de  Guichen.  As 
its  contents  are  of  a  nature  to  make  its  falling  into  the  enemy's 
hands  in  its  present  form  dangerous,  and  as  I  have  no  cypher  of 
communication  with  the  Count,  I  take  the  liberty  to  request  your 
Excellency's  assistance  in  making  use  of  yours,  and  forwarding  it 
by  triplicates  with  your  despatches  by  the  first  opportunities. 

I  make  no  mention  of  a  land  force,  because,  though  it  would  be 
useful,  it  may  be  dispensed  with.  But  if  a  body  of  troops  could 
conveniently  accompany  the  fleets,  it  would  give  greater  energy  and 
certainty  of  success  to  our  operations.  I  am  the  more  induced  to 
desire  it,  as  the  composition  of  a  considerable  part  of  our  army  is 
temporary,  and  I  am  not  informed  what  measures  may  be  taken  to 
replace  the  men  whose  times  of  service  will  expire. 

I  need  use  no  arguments  to  convince  your  Excellency  of  the 
extremity  to  which  our  affairs  are  tending,  and  the  necessity  of 
support.  You  are  an  eye  witness  to  all  our  perplexities  and  all  our 
wants.  You  know  the  dangerous  consequences  of  leaving  the 
enemy  in  quiet  possession  of  their  southern  conquests;  either  for 
negociation  this  winter,  or  a  continuance  of  the  war.  You  know 
our  inability  alone  to  expel  them,  or  perhaps  even  to  stop  their 
career. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  sincerest  sentiments  of  respect 
and  attachment,  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  September  15th,  1780. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  the  annexed  declaration,*  with  orders  to  commu- 


'*  See  this  declaration  annulling  the  11th  and  12th  articles  of  the  treaty  in  the 
Correspondence  of  the  Commissioners  in  France,  Vol.  I,  p.  315. 
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nicate  it  to  Conf^ress.  Some  American  merchants,  not  knowing  that 
articles  11th  and  12th  therein  mentioned  had  been  annulled,  have 
made  use  of  them  in  the  French  Islands  to  demand  an  exemption 
from  the  duties  paid  on  the  exportation  of  molasses. 

An  authentic  publication  of  the  treaty  will  remove  all  the  remain- 
ing doubts  as  to  the  payment  of  this  duty,  to  which  the  subjects  of 
his  Majesty  are  themselves  subjected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  LUZERNE. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  September  16th,  1780. 
Sir, 
The  undersigned,  Minister  Plen!  ootentiary  of  France,  being  about 
to  leave  Philadelphia  for  some  weeks,  and  being  desirous  that  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  there  should  be  no  interruption  to  the  com- 
munications between  Congress  and  the  French  Embassy,  has  the 
honor  of  informing  this  body  that  M.  de  Marbois  will  remain  here  as 
Charge  d' Affaires  of  his  Majesty.  As  the  President  and  the  Dele- 
gates are  aware  of  the  attention  which  he  has  paid  to  the  affairs 
relative  to  them,  the  undersrgned  hopes  that  they  will  be  pleased  to 
grant  him  their  confidence.* 

LUZERNE. 


*  In  Congress,  September  19«/».— "A  letter  of  the  16th  from  the  honorable  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  was  read,  informing  Congress  that  he  is  about 
to  leave  Philadelphia,  and  to  be  absent  for  some  weeks;  but  that  M.  de  Marbois 
will  remain  here  in  quality  of  his  Majesty's  Charge  (VJJffaires;  and  hoping  that 
from  his  own  attention  to  matters  relative  to  the  Embassy,  Congress  will  grant 
him  their  confidence;  whereupon, 

•'  Resolved,  That  the  President  inform  the  Minister  of  France  that  in  his  absence 
they  will  readily  continue  their  intercourse  with  the  Embassy  of  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty  through  M.  do  Marbois,  as  his  Majesty's  Charge  d'Jlffaires,  in  whose 
abilities  and  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  Court  of  France  and  those  of  the 
United  States  they  have  just  confidence." 

Vol.  v.— 45 
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M.  DE  MARBOIS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  October  8th,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  with  which  your  Excellency  honored 
me  on  the  7th  instant,  and  the  accompanying  resolution  of  Congress. 
I  shall,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  Congress,  send  it  in  three 
despatches  to  his  Majesty's  Minister,  and  shall  make  use  of  three 
different  vessels,  which  will  sail  for  France  in  the  course  of  this  week. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  my  Court  is  sensible  of  the  attention  which 
Congress  shows  in  communicating  to  it  these  measures,  and  that 
they  will  appear  equally  just,  moderate,  and  prudent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c.,  MARBOIS. 


M.  DE  MARBOIS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  October  27th,  1780. 

Sir, 

In  obedience  to  an  order  which  the  captain  of  the  store-ships  in 
this  port  has  just  received,  he  will  sail  for  Boston  or  Rhode  Island 
on  Monday  or  Tuesday  next.  Will  your  Excellency  have  the 
kindness  to  inform  me  if  he  can  be  convoyed  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Delaware,  or  to  any  other  distance,  by  one  of  the  Continental 
frigates. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &ic.,  MARBOIS. 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  November  1st,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Governors  of  the  West  India  Islands  express  a  wish  that 

Congress  would  be  pleased  to  take  into  consideration  the  various 
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inconveniences  resulting  from  the  abuse  by  the  English  of  the  papers 
which  they  find  on  board  of  the  American  prizes  which  fall  into  their 
hands.  They  make  use  of  these  papers  to  enable  themselves  to 
commit  the  most  daring  actions,  and  it  is  the  more  difficult  to 
prevent  them,  as  they  sometimes  have  subjects  of  the  United  States 
on  board,  and  as  the  English  language  is  spoken  by  them  in  common 
with  our  allies. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  has  the  honor  to  propose  to  Congress  that  henceforth  every 
captain  hound  to  the  French  Colonies  shall  sign  his  own  papers,  in 
presence  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  American  Admiraltij  in  order 
that,  on  his  arrival  in  the  French  Islands,  it  may  he  ascertained 
ivhether  this  signature  be  the  same  as  that  which  shall  be  made  by 
him  as  captain  of  the  American  vessel.  It  ivould  be  of  equal  use  to 
endorse  the  signature  of  the  captain  on  the  papers.  If  Congress 
think  of  any  other  form  equally  adapted  to  fulfil  the  object  desired, 
the  undersigned  will  endeavor  to  have  it  adopted  by  the  Governors 
of  the  French  Islands.  LUZERNE 


FROM  CONGRESS  TO  THE  KING  OF  FRANCE. 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  to  their 
great,  faithful,  and  beloved  Friend  and  Ally,  Louis  the  Sixteenth, 
King  of  France  and  Navarre. 

Great,  faithful,  and  beloved  Friend  and  Ally, 
Persuaded  of  your  Majesty's  friendship,  and  of  your  earnest  desire 
to  prosecute  the  war  with  glory  and  advantage  to  the  alliance,  we 
ought  not  to  conceal  from  your  Majesty  the  embarrassments  which 
have  attended  our  national  affairs,  and  rendered  the  last  campaign 
unsuccessful. 

A  naval  superiority  in  the  American  seas  having  enabled  the 
enemy,  in  the  midst  of  the  last  winter,  to  divide  their  army,  and 
extend  the  war  in  the  southern  States,  Charleston  was  subdued 
before  a  sufficient  force  could  be  assembled  for  its  relief. 

With  unabated  ardor,  and  at  a  vast  expense,  we  prepared  for  the 
succeeding  campaign;  a  campaign  from  which,  in  a  dependence  on 
the  cooperation  of  the  squadron  and  troops  generously  destined  by 
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your  Majesty  for  our  assistance,  we  had  formed  the  highest  expect- 
ations. Again  the  enemy  frustrated  our  measures.  Your  Majesty's 
succors  were  confined  within  the  harbor  of  Newport,  while  the  main 
body  of  the  British  army  took  refuge  in  their  fortresses  and  under 
protection  of  their  marine,  decHning  to  hazard  a  battle  in  the  open 
field ;  and  regardless  of  their  rank  among  civilized  nations,  they 
descended  to  wage  a  predatory  war.  Britons  and  savages  united  in 
sudden  irruptions  on  our  northern  and  western  frontiers,  and  marked 
their  progress  with  blood  and  desolation. 

The  acquisition  of  Charleston,  with  the  advantages  gained  in 
Georgia,  and  the  defeat  of  a  small  army  composed  chiefly  of  militia, 
which  had  been  hastily  collected  to  check  their  operations,  encour- 
aged the  British  commander  in  that  quarter  to  penetrate  through 
South  Carolina  into  the  interior  parts  of  North  Carolina.  And  the 
ordinary  calamities  of  war  were  embittered  by  implacable  vengeance. 
They  did  not,  however,  long  enjoy  their  triumph.  Instead  of  being 
depressed,  impending  danger  served  only  to  rouse  our  citizens  to 
correspondent  exertions;  and,  by  a  series  of  gallant  and  successful 
enterprises,  they  compelled  the  enemy  to  retreat  with  precipitation 
and  disgrace. 

They  seem,  however,  resolved,  by  all  possible  efforts,  not  only  to 
retain  their  posts  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  but  to  renew  their 
attempts  on  North  Carolina.  To  divert  the  reinforcements  destined 
for  those  States,  they  are  now  executing  an  enterprise  against  the 
sea-coast  of  Virginia  ;  and  from  their  preparations  at  New  York  and 
intelligence  from  Europe,  it  is  manifest  that  the  four  southern  States 
will  now  become  a  principal  object  of  their  hostilities. 

It  is  the  voice  of  the  people  and  the  resolution  of  Congress  to 
prosecute  the  war  with  redoubled  vigor,  and  to  draw  into  the  field  a 
permanent  and  well  appointed  army  of  thirty-uve  thousand  regular 
troops.  By  this  decisive  effort  we  trust  that  we  shall  be  able,  under 
the  divine  blessing,  so  effectually  to  cooperate  with  your  Majesty's 
marine  and  land  forces  as  to  expel  the  common  enemy  from  our 
country,  and  render  the  great  object  of  the  alliance  perpetual.  But 
to  accomplish  an  enterprise  of  such  magnitude  and  so  interesting 
to  both  nations,  whatever  may  be  our  spirit  and  our  exertions,  we 
know  that  our  internal  resources  must  prove  incompetent.  The 
sincerity  of  this  declaration  will  be  manifest  from  a  short  review  of 
our  circumstances. 
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Unpractised  in  military  arts,  and  unprepared  with  the  means  of 
defence,  we  were  suddenly  invaded  by  a  formidable  and  vindictive 
nation.  We  supported  the  unequal  conflict  for  years  with  very  little 
foreign  aid,  but  what  was  derived  from  your  Majesty's  generous 
friendship.  Exertions  uncommon,  even  among  the  most  wealthy 
and  best  established  Governments,  necessarily  exhausted  our  finances, 
plunged  us  into  debt,  and  anticipated  our  taxes ;  while  the  depreda- 
tions of  an  active  enemy  by  sea  and  land  made  deep  impressions  on 
our  commerce  and  our  productions.  Thus  encompassed  with  diffi- 
culties, in  our  representation  to  your  Majesty  of  June  15,  1779,  we 
disclosed  our  wants,  and  requested  your  Majesty  to  furnish  us  with 
clothing,  arms,  and  ammunition  for  the  last  campaign,  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  States.  We  entertain  a  lively  sense  of  your  Majesty's 
friendly  disposition  in  enabling  our  Minister  to  procure  a  part  of 
those  supplies,  of  which,  through  unfortunate  events,  a  very  small 
proportion  has  arrived.  The  sufferings  of  our  army  from  this  disap- 
pointment have  been  so  severe,  that  we  must  rely  on  your  Majesty's 
attention  to  our  welfare  for  effectual  assistance.  The  articles  of  the 
estimate  transmitted  to  our  Minister  are  essential  to  our  army,  and 
we  flatter  ourselves,  that  through  your  Majesty's  interposition  they 
will  be  supplied. 

At  a  time  when  we  feel  ourselves  strongly  impressed  by  the  weight 
of  past  obligations,  it  is  with  the  utmost  reluctance  that  we  yield  to 
the  emergency  of  our  affairs  in  requesting  additional  favors.  An 
unreserved  confidence  in  your  Majesty,  and  a  well-grounded  assur- 
ance that  we  ask  no  more  than  is  necessary  to  enable  us  effectually 
to  cooperate  with  your  Majesty  in  terminating  the  war  with  glory 
and  success,  must  be  our  justification. 

It  is  well  known,  that  when  the  King  of  Great  Britain  found 
himself  unable  to  subdue  the  populous  States  of  North  America  by 
force,  or  to  seduce  them  by  art  to  relinquish  the  alliance  with  your 
Majesty,  he  resolved  to  protract  the  war,  in  expectation  that  the 
loss  of  our  commerce,  and  the  derangement  of  our  finances,  must 
eventually  compel  us  to  submit  to  his  domination.  Apprized  of  the 
necessity  of  foreign  aids  of  money  to  support  us  in  a  contest  with  a 
nation  so  rich  and  powerful,  we  have  long  since  authorised  our 
Minister  to  borrow  a  sufficient  sum  in  your  Majesty's  dominions,  and 
in  Spain,  and  in  Holland,  on  the  credit  of  these  United  States. 

We  now  view  the  prospect  of  a  disappointment  with  the  deeper 
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concern,  as  the  late  misfortunes  in  the  southern  States,  and  the 
ravages  of  the  northern  and  western  frontiers,  have,  in  a  very 
considerable  degree,  impaired  our  internal  resources.  From  a  full 
investigation  of  our  circumstances  it  is  manifest,  that  in  aid  of  our 
utmost  exertions  a  foreign  loan  of  specie,  at  least  to  the  amount  of 
twenty-five  millions  of  livres,  will  be  indispensably  necessary  for  a 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  On  an  occasion,  in  which  the 
independence  of  these  United  States  and  your  Majesty's  glory  are  so 
intimately  connected,  we  are  constrained  to  request  your  Majesty 
effectually  to  support  the  applications  of  our  Ministers  for  that  loan. 
So  essential  is  it  to  the  common  cause,  that  we  shall  without  it  be 
pressed  with  wants  and  distresses,  which  may  render  all  our  efforts 
languid,  precarious,  and  indecisive.  Whether  it  shall  please  your 
Majesty  to  stipulate  for  this  necessary  aid  as  our  security,  or  to 
advance  it  from  your  royal  coffers,  we  do  hereby  solemnly  pledge 
the  faith  of  these  United  States  to  indemnify,  or  reimburse  your 
Majesty  according  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  both  for  principal  and 
interest,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  with  our  Minister  at 
your  Majesty's  Court. 

We  beseech  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events  to  keep  your  Majesty 
in  his  holy  protection,  and  long  to  continue  to  France  the  blessings 
arising  from  the  administration  of  a  Prince  who  nobly  asserts  the 
rights  of  mankind. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  22d  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  and  in  the  fifth  year  of  our 
independence. 

Your  faithful  friends  and  allies, 

SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  President. 

Attest,  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 


TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  December  5th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  flattered  myself  that  the  clothing  destined  for  the  army  under  the 

command  of  your  Excellency  had  at  length  arrived  in  the  river,  in 
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the  vessel  of  Paul  Jones,  or  in  one  of  those  coining  under  his 
convoy;  but  I  regret  that  you  have  not  yet  had  that  satisfaction.  A 
passenger  who  arrived  in  one  of  this  convoy,  told  me  that  when 
this  little  squadron,  which  left  France  on  the  8th  of  October,  should 
arrive,  they  would  bring  but  little  clothing,  being  in  great  part  laden 
with  arms  and  ammunition  ;  but  he  added,  that  the  Serapis  is  destined 
to  bring  the  remainder  of  the  clothing,  and  that  we  may  hope  to 
see  the  vessel  arrive  soon  in  our  ports.  I  am  anxious  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  giving  your  Excellency  notice  of  the  arrival  of  these 
articles. 

I  have  received  certain  intelligence,  that  an  expedition  composed 
of  four  thousand  troops,  convoyed  by  eight  vessels-of-war,  departed 
on  the  16th  of  October  from  the  Havana  to  attempt  an  expedition 
against  Pensacola.  But  it  is  thought  that  the  terrible  tempests 
which  they  may  have  received  on  the  passage  may  have  retarded 
the  fleet. 

Another  expedition  was  to  depart  in  the  month  of  December  to 
attack  St.  Augustine.  It  was  to  be  composed  of  ten  thousand  men, 
regulars  and  militia,  and  twelve  vessels-of-war.  I  wish  sincerely  that 
the  operation  may  meet  with  success,  and  thus  make  an  advan- 
tageous diversion  in  favor  of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter. 

The  Chevalier  de  Chastellux,  and  the  officers  who  had  the  honor 
of  visiting  you  at  headquarters,  desire  me  to  present  their  respects  to 
you.  They  hope  to  have  tne  honor  of  seeing  you  again  on  their 
return. 

I  am,  he,  LUZERNE. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

New  Windsor,  December  14tli,  1780. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  brought  me  the  honor  of  your  Excellency's  favor 
without  date ;  but  which  I  suppose  to  have  been  written  on  the  5th 
instant,  as  it  accompanied  a  letter  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 
of  that  date. 

Receive,  my  good  sir,  the  expressions  of  gratitude  which  are  due 
to  your  Excellency  for  the  important  intelhgence  you  have  communi- 
cated, relative  to  the  designs  of  the  Spanish  Court  upon  the  Floridas. 
I  have  transmitted  the  account  of  these  interesting  events  to  Count 
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de  Rochambeau,  and  the  Chevalier  de  Ternay,  with  propositions, 
which,  if  acceded  to,  I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  communicating 
to  your  Excellency. 

It  would  have  been  fortunate  for  the  army  if  your  Excellency's 
feelings  for  its  want  of  clothing  could  have  been  relieved  by  the 
agreeable  tidings  of  the  arrival  of  that  article  ;  but,  alas !  we  are  so 
accustomed  to  want,  that  we  dare  not  flatter  ourselves  with  relief. 

Your  Excellency's  despatches  for  Rhode  Island,  accompanying 
your  letter  to  me,  came  to  hand  at  the  instant  the  post  was  setting 
out,  and  were  committed  to  his  care.  It  is  the  only  means  of 
conveyance  now  left  me,  since  the  chain  of  expresses  formed  by  the 
dragoon  horses,  which  were  worn  down  and  sent  to  their  cantonment, 
have  been  discontinued.  The  Quartermaster  General  has  it  not  in 
his  power,  for  want  of  money,  to  furnish  an  express  upon  the  most 
urgent  occasion. 

I  anticipate  with  much  pleasure  the  visit  I  shall  receive  from  the 
Chevalier  de  Chastellux  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  French 
army,  on  their  return  to  Rhode  Island,  and  beg  the  favor  of  your 
Excellency  to  present  my  compliments  to  them  and  to  M.  de  Mar- 
bois. 

With  great  respect  and  personal  attachment,  I  have  the  honor  to 

^®'  ^^•'  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  January  ]5ih,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  have  just  received  an  authentic  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  King 
to  the  Due  de  Penthievre,  Admiral  of  France,  in  relation  to  prizes 
taken  by  American  privateers  in  the  ports  of  the  kingdom.  I  have 
thought  it  proper,  sir,  to  communicate  it  to  you,  in  order  that  the 
Americans  who  take  that  course  may  be  duly  informed  of  the  regu- 
lations which  it  contains,  and  may  know  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
his  Majesty  that  they  shall  be  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  his  own 
subjects,  in  the  judgment  of  the  prizes  which  they  shall  bring  into 
the  ports  of  the  kingdom. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &tc.,  LUZERNE. 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  February  25th,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  the 
honor  of  informing  Congress  that  M.  de  Tilly,  commander  of  the 
Kintr's  sixty  gun  ship,  I'Eville,  arrived  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  on 
the  11th  instant,  with  two  frigates.  The  undersigned  has  received 
no  news  of  them  later  than  the  16th,  at  which  time  it  seems  that 
the  commander  of  this  little  squadron  proposed  to  prolong  his  stay 
as  long  as  circumstances  would  permit,  in  order  to  cooperate  with 
the  land  troops  commanded  by  Generals  Steuben  and  Nelson. 

The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  does  not  know  how  long  these 
vessels  will  remain  in  their  present  station ;  but  as  it  is  important 
that  the  communications  between  M.  de  Tilly  and  Philadelphia 
should  take  place  with  the  greatest  possible  despatch,  he  requests 
Congress  to  inform  him  whether  the  line  of  expresses  has  been  kept 
up,  and  if  so,  to  whom  he  is  to  apply  in  order  to  make  use  of  it. 

LUZERNE. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  February  28th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  think  it  necessary  for  the  information  of  the  department  of 
finance  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Robert  Morris  having  strongly  repre- 
sented to  me  that  it  was  of  importance  to  his  operations  and  to  those 
of  General  Washington  to  have  a  stock  of  bills  of  exchange,  which 
might  enable  him  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  funds  brought  by 
Colonel  Laurens,  I  have  taken  upon  myself  to  authorise  him  to  draw 
bills  of  exchange  to  the  amount  of  219,018  livers,  4s.  8d.  Funds 
to  that  exact  amount  will  be  raised,  and  I  hope  that  my  Court  will 
approve  of  the  course  which  I  have  taken  in  consideration  of  the 
importance  of  the  operations  now  going  on. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c.,  LUZERNE. 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  March  2d,  1781. 
Sir, 

Tiie  undersigned,  Minister  of  France,  has  the  honor  of  informing 
Congress  that  M.  de  Tilly  has  left  the  Chesapeake  Bay  with  his 
squadron.  He  took  there  ten  prizes,  among  which  are  two  strong 
privateers,  and  during  his  passage  from  the  Chesapeake  to  Newport, 
in  Rhode  Island,  he  met  the  Romulus,  of  forty-four  guns,  pierced 
for  fifty  guns.  He  took  her  and  carried  her  into  Newport,  which  he 
entered  on  the  24th  ultimo,  with  five  hundred  English  prisoners. 
The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  is  informed  that  the  America,  an 
English  vessel,  whose  fate  since  the  hurricane  of  the  21st  of  Feb- 
ruary had  been  unknown,  has  sailed  into  Gardner's  Bay. 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  is  desirous  that  Congress 
would  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  committee,  to  whom  he  will  have  the 
honor  of  communicating  some  further  information  relative  to  these 
operations. 

LUZERNE. 

M.  DESTOUCHES  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Translation. 

On  Board  the  Due  de  Bourgogne,  March  19th,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  enemy,  informed  without  doubt,  in  some  manner,  arrived  at 
the  same  time  with  myself  at  the  Capes  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  it 
would  have  been  impracticable  to  attempt  to  disembark  the  troops, 
even  from  the  vessels-of-war,  in  spite  of  the  English  squadron  and 
under  its  fire.  Obliged  to  renounce,  for  a  time  at  least,  the  hope  of 
rendering  assistance  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  I  have  been  employed 
only  with  the  care  of  preserving  the  honor  of  his  Majesty's  arms, 
and  I  flatter  myself  that  it  has  not  suffered  in  my  battle  with  the 
enemy. 

On  the  16th  instant,  in  consequence  of  a  violent  south  wind  which 
had  carried  the  squadron  to  the  northeast,  we  discovered  at  break  of 
day  a  frigate  two  gun-shots  to  windward.     A  short  time  after  we 
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perceived  several  large  vessels  in  rear  of  the  squadron.  1  had  then 
no  doubt  that  this  was  the  English  squadron  which,  being  informed 
of  my  project,  had  arrived  almost  at  the  same  time  upon  the  coast  of 
Virginia.  I  immediately  made  a  signal  to  the  squadron  to  form  in 
line  of  battle,  the  English  squadron  being  about  two  leagues  to  the 
south,  and  running  on  the  same  tack  with  me.  At  nine  o'clock  I 
tacked,  and  the  enemy  did  the  same.  Before  one  o'clock,  afternoon, 
their  vanguard  was  not  more  than  half  a  league  distant  from  the  rear 
of  my  line.  Till  that  time  I  had  manoeuvred  without  avoiding  or 
seeking  an  engagement,  because  I  perceived  that  even  the  greatest 
success  with  which  I  could  flatter  myself,  would  still  render  it 
impossible  for  me  to  fulfil  my  object ;  but  the  determined  design 
which  was  shown  by  the  enemy  of  attacking  my  rearguard,  and  the 
honor  of  the  royal  arms  which  I  had  to  sustain,  made  me  resolve  to 
go  and  meet  him.  At  one  o'clock  the  firing  commenced  on  both 
sides ;  the  head  of  the  English  line  had  borne  down,  and  the  van  of 
my  squadron  had  done  the  same,  so  that  the  two  squadrons  fought 
for  some  time  while  running  before  the  wind.  A  little  before  two 
o'clock  I  determined  to  make  the  squadron  haul  nearer  the  wind,  a 
movement  which  made  the  whole  squadron  file  before  the  head  of  the 
enemy's  line. 

This  manoeuvre  completely  succeeded ;  their  leading  ship  had 
hardly  felt  the  fire  of  the  fifth  vessel  when  she  retired  from  the 
engagement,  under  the  escort  of  a  frigate  which  came  to  her  assist- 
ance. The  rear  of  the  English  squadron  had  still  continued  the 
combat  with  my  rearguard,  but  that  part  of  my  squadron  has 
sustained  little  injury.  At  a  quarter  before  three  o'clock  the  firing 
ceased  on  both  sides.  The  English  squadron  being  in  the  rear,  and 
to  windward  of  mine,  I  made  a  signal  to  form  again  in  order  of 
battle,  which  was  done  in  a  short  time.  I  then  designed  to  turn 
again  upon  the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  have  sustained  more  injury 
than  my  own  squadron  ;  but  the  signals  which  were  made  by  the 
ships  le  Conqueranf  and  V Ardent  informed  me  that  these  vessels, 
and  particularly  the  former,  had  been  considerably  injured  in  the 
engagement.  I  then  continued  to  run  on  the  same  tack  under  easy 
sail,  ready  to  receive  the  enemy  if  he  should  think  proper  to  risk  a 
second  encounter,  but  he  prudently  kept  in  the  rear  and  to  windward 
during  the  remainder  of  the  day,  without  availing  himself  of  the 
superior  advantages  of  his  situation  for  renewing  the  engagement. 


716  LUZERNE. 

When  night  came  on,  the  English  squadron  bore  up,  and  1 
continued  to  run  to  the  southeast.  On  the  next  morning  I  assembled 
the  captains  to  know  the  state  of  their  vessels.  I  found  that  the 
rudder  and  all  the  masts  of  the  ship  le  Conquerant  were  in  the  most 
dangerous  state,  and  that  the  mainmast  of  V Ardent  was  very  mucii 
injured  ;  and  also  that  several  other  vessels  had  received  cannon- 
shots  in  their  lower  masts  ;  it  was  consequently  determined  that  the 
squadron  should  return  directly  to  Newport  to  repair. 

I  cannot  too  highly  praise  the  courageous  boldness  which  was 
shown  by  the  captains,  officers,  and  cr(^ws  of  my  squadron,  as  well 
as  by  the  troops  embarked  as  passengers.  Their  valor  made  my 
force  equal  to  that  of  the  English  squadron,  which  had  one  vessel 
more  than  mine,  and  if  it  had  been  only  necessary  to  the  success  of 
our  expedition  to  give  the  enemy  another  check,  I  should  have 
regarded  it  as  certain,  notwithstanding  the  superiority  of  their  forces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  DFSTOTTrHFS 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  March  24th,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  the 
honor  to  inform  Congress  that  the  King,  being  made  acquainted  with 
the  situation  of  the  affairs  of  the  Confederacy,  had  resolved  to 
continue  during  the  next  campaign  the  land  and  sea  forces  which 
are  now  in  this  continent.  That  unforeseen  obstacles  had  prevented 
the  junction  of  the  second  division  of  sea  forces  with  the  first  as  soon 
as  was  expected,  but  that  it  was  to  sail  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that 
Congress  should  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  have  their  army  ready 
for  action  without  the  least  delay. 

But  while  the  King,  actuated  by  his  love  for  the  United  States, 
of  his  mere  motion  was  giving  them  succors  which  he  was  under  no 
obligation  to  do,  and  out  of  regard  to  them  lessened  the  efforts  which 
he  could  have  made  for  his  own  advantage,  he  had  reason  to  expect 
a  proportionable  activity  from  Congress,  and  he  hopes  that  the 
United  States,  which  have  so  much  to  gain  or  lose  by  the  issue  of 
the  contest,  will  employ  all  their  resources  in  the  present  conjunc- 
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ture,  and  that  the  Congress,  who  are  entrusted  with  their  dearest 
interest,  will  hasten  to  adopt  effectual  measures  for  conducting 
matters  to  a  happy  issue. 

The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  when  he  communicated  to  the  King 
the  news  of  the  final  ratification  of  the  Confederation,  thought  himself 
warranted  to  assure  his  Majesty  that  this  event  would  have  a  happy 
influence  on  the  councils  of  this  Republic  ;  that  they  would  thereby 
acquire  all  the  energy  necessary  for  conducting  the  important  business 
entrusted  to  them  ;  that  the  Union  would  receive  new  force,  and  he 
did  not  doubt  but  the  ensuing  campaign  would  give  decisive  proofs 
of  this.  And  the  Minister  relies  that  his  hopes,  which  are  the  same 
as  are  entertained  by  the  whole  continent,  will  not  be  disappointed. 
It  is  at  the  same  time  essential,  while  Congress  are  making  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  that  they  should 
know  for  certain  that  they  are  to  count  only  6n  their  own  resources 
for  defraying  the  expenses  that  it  will  require. 

The  frankness  of  the  King,  and  the  friendship  he  bears  to  the 
United  States,  will  not  permit  him  to  encourage  an  error,  which  they 
appear  to  be  in,  with  respect  to  the  pecuniary  aids,  which  they  seem 
to  expect.  The  desire  of  securing  their  independence  had  induced 
his  Majesty  to  exceed  the  measure  of  the  engagements  he  had  con- 
tracted with  them,  and  he  will  continue  to  support  their  interests, 
either  by  powerful  diversions  or  by  immediate  succors,  and  they  may 
rely  not  only  on  his  most  scrupulous  punctualit)^  in  the  execution  of 
his  engagements,  but  upon  all  the  extraordinary  assistance  which  it 
will  be  in  his  power  to  give  them.  But  as  to  pecuniary  aids,  the 
enormous  expenses  of  the  present  war,  and  the  necessity  of  preserving 
credit,  which  is  the  only  means  of  providing  for  those  expenses,  do 
not  permit  his  Majesty's  Ministers  to  give  Congress  the  least  hope 
in  that  respect. 

The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  will  not  dissemble  that  his  Court 
was  exceedingly  surprised  on  being  informed  of  the  step  which 
Congress  had  taken  in  disposing  of  bills  drawn  on  their  Minister, 
although  they  could  not  be  ignorant  that  they  had  no  funds  for 
discharging  them.  This  is  a  conduct  totally  inconsistent  with  that 
order  which  his  Majesty  is  forced  to  observe  in  his  finances,  and  he 
has  no  doubt  but  in  future  Congress  will  most  studiously  avoid  a 
repetition  of  it.     He  has,   nevertheless,  resolved  to   discharge  the 
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bills  which  became  due  last  year,  to  the  amount  of  one  million  of 
litres;  and  it  is  probable  his  Majesty  will  be  able  to  provide  funds 
to  the  amount  of  three  millions  for  the  discharge  of  those  which  will 
become  due  in  the  course  of  the  present  year. 

The  King's  Ministers  have  also  procured  for  Dr.  Franklin,  whose 
zeal,  wisdom,  and  patriotism,  deserve  their  utmost  confidence,  the 
sums  necessary  for  the  purchase  he  is  ordered  to  make.  These 
expenses,  joined  to  those  occasioned  by  sending  a  fleet  and  army  to 
this  continent,  far  exceed  what  Congress  had  a  right  to  expect  from 
the  friendship  of  their  ally,  and  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  is 
persuaded  that  from  this  moment  Congress  will  abstain  from  that 
ruinous  measure  of  drawing  bills  of  exchange  without  the  previous 
knowledge  and  consent  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers.  And  as  their 
attention  is  employed  in  what  may  be  most  for  the  convenience  of 
the  United  States,  they  propose  that  Congress  should  furnish  the 
fleet  and  army  of  his  Majesty,  which  are  in  this  country,  with  the 
necessary  provisions,  and  receive  in  payment  bills  on  the  Treasury 
of  France,  which  will  be  punctually  discharged. 

As  to  the  manner  in  which  this  arrangement  may  be  made,  the 
Minister  will  have  the  honor  of  entering  into  a  minute  discussion 
with  a  committee,  which  he  begs  Congress  would  be  pleased  to 
appoint  to  confer  with  him  on  the  subject.* 

LUZERNE. 


TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  March  27th,  1781. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  send  to  your  Excellency  an  open  packet  for 
the  Count  de  Rochambeau.  You  will  there  find  the  copy  of  a 
letter  to  me  from  M.  Destouches.  I  lament  the  ill  success  of  an 
expedition  which,  if  it  had  succeeded,  would  have  been  doubly 
agreeable  to  us  by  its  utility  to  our  allies,  and  by  the  honor  it  would 


*The  above  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  six,  namely,  Mr.   Jones,  Mr.  S. 
Adams,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  M'Kean,  Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  Hanson. 
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have  reflected  upon  the  arms  of  the  King.  As  to  the  rest,  it  appears 
that  our  commanders  have  fulfilled  this  latter  point,  and  all  the  world 
is  satisfied  that,  having  a  superior  force  to  contend  against,  the  manner 
of  the  contest  has  been  highly  honorable  to  them. 

I  wait  for  happier  events,  sir,  from  the  campaign,  which  is  now 
about  to  open,  and  I  doubt  not  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  has  given 
you  in  detail  the  news  which  he  has  received  from  France. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sic,  LUZERNE 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZEKNE. 

Headquarters,  New  Windsor,  March  31st,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  was  last  evening  honored  with  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
27th,  covering  an  open  letter  for  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  by 
which  you  have  been  so  good  as  to  make  me  the  earliest  communi- 
cation of  the  action  on  the  16th,  between  the  French  and  British 
fleets  off  the  Capes  of  the  Chesapeake.  By  the  enclosed  you  will 
be  informed  of  the  return  of  the  former  into  the  harbor  of  New- 
port. 

I  must  confess  to  your  Excellency  that  I  was  never  sanguine  as 
to  the  success  of  that  expedition,  after  the  sailing  of  the  two  fleets 
so  nearly  together,  knowing  it  would  turn  in  great  measure  upon  the 
arrival  of  M.  Destouches  in  the  Chesapeake  before  Mr.  Arbuthnot ; 
a  circumstance  of  the  utmost  uncertainty,  not  depending  upon  the 
skill  or  valor  of  the  commanding  officer,  but  upon  winds  and  weather. 
And  I  assure  you  I  more  sensibly  feel  the  anxiety  expressed  by  the 
Baron  Viomenil  and  the  Chevalier  Destouches,  lest  any  thing  should 
be  attributed  to  the  want  of  execution  on  their  parts,  than  I  do  the 
disappointment  in  the  plan  which  we  had  in  contemplation.  But 
certain  I  am  that  instead  of  sentiments  of  so  ungenerous  a  nature, 
there  will  be  a  universal  admiration  of  the  good  conduct  and  bravery 
exhibited  by  the  officers  and  men  of  his  IMost  Christian  Majesty's 
squadron  when  opposed  to  one  of  superior  force. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  warmest 
personal  attachment,  Stc, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
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TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  May  7th,  1761. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  write  to 
the  Chevalier  Destouches.  I  pray  you  to  be  persuaded  that  I  do 
not  take  upon  me  to  propose  an  expedition  to  that  commander, 
except  at  the  pressing  entreaties  of  the  invaded  States.  But  if  it 
should  be  found  at  variance  with  the  plans  of  the  campaign  which 
you  have  formed,  I  beg  you  to  withdraw  my  letter  to  M.  Destouches, 
and  the  packet  addressed  to  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  from  the 
express,  who  will  deliver  this  to  you,  and  to  send  them  back  to  me 
by  the  first  safe  opportunity. 

I  am,  with  respectful  attachment,  he,  LUZERNE. 


TO  M.  DESTOUCHES. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  May  7th,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  accounts  from  Virginia  and  the  other  southern  States  leave 
no  doubt  but  the  English  are  resolved  to  attack  them  in  very 
superior  forces.  They  are  already  in  a  condition  to  command  them 
by  the  advantage  which  they  have  of  transporting  themselves  by 
the  sea  and  by  all  the  rivers,  as  it  suits  them.  Virginia,  one  of  the 
most  .powerful  States  in  the  Union,  finds  herself  by  these  means 
reduced  to  a  state  of  inaction,  and  as  tlie  Bay  of  Chesapeake  is 
entirely  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  Mary- 
land will  find  herself  shortly  in  the  same  condition  and  in  the  same 
danger.  It  is  manifest  that  the  plan  of  the  English  is  to  harass  and 
desolate  them  without  intermission,  to  inspire  part  of  the  inhabitants 
with  a  desire  of  seeing  an  end  of  the  quarrel,  and  when  they  think 
their  weariness  and  their  calamities  are  at  the  height,  to  make  them 
propositions  advantageous  enough  to  withdraw  them  from  the  Con- 
federation. 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  721 

Although  these  State?  are  firmly  attached  to  their  independence, 
it  has  in  the  meantime  become  very  important  to  make  them  partici- 
pate as  much  as  it  is  possible  in  the  assistance  which  his  Majesty 
has  granted  to  his  allies,  and  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  you  cannot 
ill  present  circumstances  render  them  a  greater  service  than  by 
entering  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake,  and  endeavoring  to  establish 
yourself  there. 

Many  other  political  considerations,  into  the  details  of  which  I 
shall  not  enter,  press  that  measure,  and  if  it  be  possible  for  you  to 
carry  it  into  execution,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  you  will  entirely 
disconcert  the  enemy's  plans  against  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and 
when  you  shall  have  given  to  those  two  States  the  liberty  of  exerting 
themselves,  you  will  contribute  very  much  at  the  same  time  to  the 
relief  of  the  more  southern,  by  the  assistance  which  they  will  be 
capable  of  affording.  Your  position  in  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake  will 
restrain  also  their  communication  between  New  York  and  Charleston, 
and  perhaps  prevent  other  events  which  may  be  yet  more  grievous 
to  the  invaded  States. 

In  giving,  sir,  my  opinion  upon  the  utility  of  the  movement,  I 
avow  to  you  that  I  am  totally  incapable  of  forming  one  as  to  the 
possibility  of  carrying  it  into  execution.  I  have  had  the  honor  of 
transmitting  to  you,  from  time  to  time,  the  details  and  plans,  which 
can  enable  you  to  form  a  judgment.  M.  de  Tilly  having  been 
better  situated  during  his  stay  in  Hampton  Roads  to  make  the  neces- 
sary observations,  you  can  decide  by  them.  I  pray  you  also  to 
regard  my  entreaties,  although  pressing  as  the  circumstances  render 
them,  as  entirely  subordinate  to  the  instructions  which  you  may  have 
received  from  the  Court. 

I  do  not  propose  to  you  to  change  your  position  only  upon  a 
supposition  that  you  have  no  orders  to  the  contrary,  and  that  you 
have  received  no  other  destination. 

As  to  the  measures  you  are  in  this  case  to  expect  from  the  States 
which  you  will  go  to  assist,  I  beg  you  to  assure  yourself,  sir,  that 
they  will  spare  nothing  to  satisfy  you,  and  if  an  assemblage  of  land 
forces  is  judged  necessary,  as  I  presume  it  will  be,  they  will  send 
their  instructions  in  consequence  of  it  to  the  officers  who  command 
them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  LUZERNE. 

Vol.  v.— 46 
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TO  THE   PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  May  9th,  1781. 
Sir, 

Congress  has  been  pleased,  by  a  resolution  dated  the  10th  of 
November  last,  to  take  the  measures  suggested  by  the  undersigned 
Minister  of  France,  concerning  the  abuse  by  the  English  of  the 
papers,  letters-of-marque,  and  commissions,  which  they  find  on 
board  of  the  American  vessels  of  which  they  succeed  in  gaining 
possession.  The  Governors  of  our  Islands  observe,  that  the  precau- 
tions pointed  out  in  the  resolution  of  Congress  are  insufficient, 
unless,  independently  of  the  vessels  and  ships-of-war,  they  extend  to 
merchant  vessels,  and,  in  general,  to  all  ships  sailing  from  this 
continent.  The  similarity  of  language  enables  the  English  to  gain 
admission  into  our  Islands  with  great  facility,  by  means  of  intercepted 
papers,  and  to  send  their  spies  and  emissaries  into  the  very  middle 
of  our  ports,  where  their  presence  may  be  most  dangerous. 

The  said  Governors  remark,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  vessels 
■which  arrive  at  the  Islands  do  not  conform  to  the  resolutions  of 
Congress  ;  and  although  they  carry  letters-of-marque,  yet  they  do 
not  take  the  precautions  required  by  them.  The  undersigned 
requests  that  this  assembly  would  be  pleased  to  consider  these  obser- 
vations, and  to  adopt  on  this  subject  such  measures  as  shall  seem  best 
adapted  to  prevent  the  abuses  in  question. 

The  commanding  officer  of  St.  Domingo  is  also  desirous  that 
Congress  should  be  informed  that  the  commanders  of  the  American 
frigates  have,  while  stationed  at  the  Cape,  given  strong  proofs  of 
zeal  for  the  common  cause,  whether  in  cruising  against  the  enemy  or 
in  convoying,  at  their  departure,  merchant  vessels  sailing  for  that 
Colony.  LUZERNE. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  May  22d,  1781. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  of  sending  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  King, 
in  answer  to  that  written  to  him  from  Congress  on  the  22d  of 
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November  last.  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  sending  you  the  original 
this  evening. 

My  despatches  contain  several  important  subjects,  which  I  shall 
hasten  to  communicate  to  Congress  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  wholly 
decyphered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sic,  LUZERNE. 


THE  KING  OF  FRANCE  TO  CONGRESS. 

To  our  very  dear  great  Friends  and  Allies,  the  President  and 
Members  of  the  General  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America. 

Very  dear  great  Friends  and  Allies, 

We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  of  November  last,  which 
Dr.  Franklin  was  ordered  to  place  in  our  hands.  We  have  seen 
with  pain  the  picture  of  the  embarrassment  of  your  finances,  and  we 
have  been  so  much  touched  by  it  that  we  have  resolved  to  assist  you 
as  much  as  our  own  necessities,  and  the  extraordinary  and  very  great 
expenses  required  on  our  part  by  the  war,  which  we  are  carrying  on 
for  your  defence,  will  permit.  We  have  ordered  the  Chevalier  de  la 
Luzerne  to  acquaint  you  more  particularly  with  our  intentions.  We 
are  already  convinced  that  the  details  into  which  he  shall  enter  will 
induce  you  to  make  the  greatest  efforts  to  second  our  own,  and  that 
you  will  be  more  and  more  convinced  by  them  that  we  take  the 
most  sincere  interest  in  the  cause  of  the  United  States,  and  that  we 
are  employing  every  means  in  our  power  to  ensure  their  final 
triumph.  You  may  rely  upon  our  perseverance  in  the  principles 
which  have  hitherto  directed  our  conduct;  it  is  exerted  upon  all 
occasions;  as  well  as  upon  the  sincere  affection  which  we  entertain 
for  the  United  States  in  general,  and  for  each  one  of  them  in  par- 
ticular. 

W^e  pray  God,  very  dear  great  friends  and  allies,  to  keep  you  in 
his  holy  protection. 

Written  at  Versailles,  this  10th  of  March,  178L 

Your  good  friend  and  ally,  LOUIS. 


•jfQ4  LUZERNE. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Weatliersfield,  May  23a,  17S1. 

Sir, 

The  letter  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  from  the  Count  de 
Rochambeau,  will,  I  imagine,  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  intended 
march  of  the  French  army  towards  the  North  river,  and  of  the 
destination  of  the  King's  squadron  now  in  the  harbor  of  Newport,  if 
circumstances  will  admit  of  the  respective  movements.  I  should  be 
wanting  in  respect  and  confidence,  were  I  not  to  add  that  our  object 
is  New  York. 

The  season,  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  land  transportation,  and 
the  continual  waste  of  men  in  every  attempt  to  reinforce  the  southern 
States,  are  almost  insuperable  objections  to  marching  another  detach- 
ment from  the  army  on  the  North  river ;  nor  do  I  see  how  it  is 
possible  to  give  effectual  support  to  those  States,  and  avert  the  evils 
which  threaten  them,  while  we  are  inferior  in  naval  force  in  these 
seas.  It  is  not  for  me  to  know  in  what  manner  the  fleet  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty  is  to  be  employed  in  the  West  Indies  this  summer, 
or  to  inquire  at  what  epoch  it  may  be  expected  on  this  coast ;  but 
the  appearance  and  aid  of  it  in  this  quarter  are  of  such  essential 
importance  in  any  offensive  operation,  and  so  necessary  to  stop  the 
progress  of  the  enemy's  arms,  that  I  shall  be  excused,  I  am  per- 
suaded, for  endeavoring  to  engage  your  Excellency's  good  offices  in 
facilitating  an  event  on  which  so  much  depends.  For  this  I  have  a 
stronger  plea,  when  I  assure  you  that  General  Rochambeau's  opinion 
and  wishes  concur  with  mine,  and  that  it  is  at  his  instance  principally 
that  I  make  you  this  address. 

If  we  are  happy  enough  to  find  your  Excellency  in  sentiment  with 
us,  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  inform  the  Count  de  Grasse  of  the 
strength  and  situation  of  the  enemy's  naval  and  land  force  in  this 
country ;  the  destination  of  the  French  squadron  under  Admiral 
Barras  and  the  intention  of  the  allied  arms,  if  a  junction  can  be 
formed.  At  present  the  British  fleet  lies  within  Block  Island,  and 
about  five  leagues  from  Point  Judith. 

The  Count  de  Rochambeau  and  the  Chevalier  Chastellux  agree 
perfectly  in  sentiment  with  me,  that  while  affairs  remain  as  they  now 
are,  the  West  India  fleet  should  run  immediately  to  Sandy  Hook, 
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if  there  are  no  concerted  operations,  where  they  may  be  met  with  all 
the  information  requisite,  and  where  most  likely  it  will  shut  in,  or 
cut  OiF  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  and  may  be  joined  by  the  Count  de 
Barras.  An  early  and  frequent  communication  from  the  Count  de 
Orasse  would  lead  to  preparatory  measures  on  our  part,  and  be  a 
means  of  facilitating  the  operation  in  hand,  or  any  other  which  may 
be  thought  more  advisable. 

I  know  your  Excellency's  goodness,  and  your  zeal  for  the  common 
cause  too  well  to  offer  any  thing  more  as  an  apology  for  this  liberty : 
and  I  persuade  myself  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  declare  the  respect 
and  attachment  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  May  25th,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  undersigned  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor 
of  informing  Congress  that  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  send  the 
second  division  of  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Count  de 
Rochambeau,  and  of  the  French  squadron  designed  for  the  defence 
of  the  coasts  of  the  Thirteen  States,  and  that  it  can  no  longer  be 
expected  during  the  course  of  this  campaign.  The  necessary 
measures  have,  however,  been  taken  for  increasing  the  body  of  troops 
now  at  Rhode  Island,  and,  by  sending  some  vessels  of  force,  for 
putting  the  squadron  into  a  condition  to  enter  again  upon  active 
service. 

The  undersigned  requests  Congress  to  be  pleased  to  appoint  a 
committee,  to  whom  he  will  communicate  the  causes  which  have 
occasioned  this  change ;  and  Congress  will  find  in  them  new  proofs 
of  the  wisdom  of  the  motives  which  direct  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty. 
But  if  tionsiderations  of  the  greatest  importance  deprive  him  of  the 
satisfaction  of  assisting  the  Thirteen  United  States  in  their  own 
country  by  sending  a  number  of  vessels  and  of  auxiliaries,  as  consid- 
erable as  he  had  proposed,  he  will  make  no  less  vigorous  efforts 
against  the  enemy  ;  and  he  hopes  that  these  powerful  diversions  will 
prevent  the  enemy  from  forming  any  enterprise,  to  which  the 
resources  and  the  courage  of  the  Thirteen  Stales  shall  be  unequal. 
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The  King  has,  at  the  same  time,  resolved  to  give  a  new  proof  of 
his  affection  and  of  his  earnest  desire  to  afford  a  remedy  for  the 
difficulties  which  they  experience  in  procuring  the  funds  necessarv 
for  acting  with  vigor  and  effect  during  the  present  campaign.  With 
this  view  the  King,  notwithstanding  the  immense  expense"  at  which 
he  is  obliged  to  support  the  war  in  which  he  is  engaged  has  resolved 
to  dispose  of  a  considerable  fund,  which  shall  be  appropriated  to  the 
purchase  of  clothing,  arms,  and  stores,  for  which  Dr.  Franklin  has 
been  instructed  to  ask.  The  Count  de  Vergennes  will  concert 
measures  on  this  subject  with  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  Dr.  Franklin  ;  and  M.  Necker  proposes  to  take  the 
proper  precautions,  in  order  that  the  merchandise  may  be  of  a  crood 
and  sound  quality,  and  at  a  price  answering  to  its  exact  value.    ° 

The  subsidy  which  the  King  has  resolved  to  grant  to  the  Thirteen 
United  States  amounts  to  six  millions  of  livres  Turnois,  independent 
of  the  four  millions  which  the  Ministry  have  enabled  Dr.  Franklin  to 
borrow  for  the  service  of  the  current  year.     It  is  presumed  that  this 
sum  of  six  millions  will  not  be  wholly  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the 
articles  asked  for,  and  in  that  case  it  is  his  Majesty's  intention  that 
the  surplus  should  be  reserved,  that  it  may  be  at  the  disposal  of 
Congress,  or  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  finances  of  the  Thirteen 
States,  if  they  think  proper  to  confide  the  management  of  it  to  him. 
It  has  not  been  possible  for  the  Court,  by  reason  of  the  speedy 
departure  of  the  vessel  which  brought  this  intelligence  to  the  under- 
signed  Minister,  to  determine  what  will  be  the  amount  of  the  sums  of 
money  remaining  after  the  purchase  of  the  abovementioned  articles 
but  lest  there  should  seem  to  be  any  delay  in  supplying  the  wants 
of  the  Thirteen  States,  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  takes  it  upon 
himself,  without   waiting  for  any  further  orders,  to  fix   the  amount 
of  these  sums  at  fifteen  hundred  thousand  livres   Turnois    and   if 
Congress  in  fact  think  that  they  shall  need  this  whole  sum,  he  will 
without  delay  inform  his  Court  of  it,  in  order  that  the  necessary 
measures  may  be  taken  for  discharging  the  bills  of  exchangee  which 
shall  consequently  be  drawn.     As  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Kino-  that 
the  greatest  regularity  shall  take  place  in  the  payments,  it  will  be 
well  for  the  undersigned  to  agree  with  Congress,  or  with  the  Super- 
intendent  of  Finance,  and  fix  upon   the  times  at  which  these  bills 
shall  be  negociated,  and  upon  those  at  which  they  shall  be  payable. 
it  is  necessary  that  these  times  of  payment  should  be  at  sufficient 
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distances  from  each  other,  so  that  the  department  of  finance  may  not 
be  obhged  to  pay  considerable  sums  in  too  short  intervals  of  time. 

The  intention  of  the  King,  in  granting  to  the  Thirteen  States  this 
purely  gratuitous  subsidy,  is  to  put  them  in  a  condition  to  act 
vigorously  during  this  campaign;  and  his  Majesty  is  desirous  that 
Congress  would  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  orders  that  it  may 
be  entirely  applied  to  this  important  object,  which  admits  of  no 
delay.  The  communications  which  the  undersigned  is  instructed  to 
make  to  Congress  will  convince  that  body  of  the  necessity  of  losing 

"°  ^'"^®'  LUZERNE. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  May  26th,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  underwritten,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  received 
orders  to  communicate  to  Congress  some  important  details  touching 
the  present  situation  of  sundry  affairs  in  which  the  United  States  are 
immediately  interested.  The  most  essential  are  in  regard  to  some 
overtures  which  announce  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  a  desire  of 
peace.  The  Empress  of  Russia  having  invited  the  King  and  the 
Court  of  London  to  accept  her  mediation,  the  latter  Court  considered 
this  as  a  formal  offer,  and  accepted  it.  This  Court  appeared  at  the 
same  time  to  desire  the  Emperor  of  Austria  to  take  part  therein  ;  and 
this  Monarch  has  in  fact  proposed  his  co-mediation  to  the  belligerent 
Powers  of  Europe. 

The  King  could  not  but  congratulate  himself  on  seeing  so 
important  a  negociation  in  the  hands  of  two  mediators  whose  under- 
standing and  justice  are  equal.  Nevertheless,  his  Majesty,  actuated 
by  his  affections  for  the  United  States,  returned  for  answer  that  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  accept  the  offers  made  to  him,  and  that  the 
consent  of  his  allies  was  necessary.  The  King  wishes  to  have  this 
consent  before  he  formally  accepts  the  proposed  mediation.  But  it 
is  possible  that  circumstances,  joined  to  the  confidence  he  has  in  the 
mediators,  and  the  justice  of  his  cause  and  that  of  the  United  States, 
his  allies,  may  determine  him  to  enter  upon  a  negociation  before  the 
answer  of  Congress  can  reach  him. 
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But,  in  either  case,  it  is  of  great  importance  that  this  Assembly 
should  give  their  Plenipotentiary  instructions  proper  to  announce 
their  disposition  to  peace,  and  their  moderation,  and  to  convince 
the  Powers  of  Europe  that  the  independence  of  the  Thirteen  United 
States,  and  the  engagements  they  have  contracted  with  the  King, 
are  the  sole  motives  which  determine  them  to  continue  the  war ;  and 
that,  whenever  they  shall  have  full  and  satisfactory  assurances  on 
these  two  capital  points,  they  will  be  ready  to  conclude  a  peace. 
The  manner  of  conducting  the  negociation,  the  extent  of  the  powers 
of  the  American  Plenipotentiary,  the  use  to  be  made  of  them,  and 
tlie  confidence  that  ought  to  be  reposed  in  the  French  Plenipoten- 
tiaries and  the  King's  Ministers,  are  points  which  should  be  fully 
discussed  with  a  committee. 

And  the  underwritten  Minister  entreats  that  Congress  would  be 
pleased  to  name  a  committee  with  whom  he  will  have  the  honor  to 
treat.  He  thinks  that  this  Assembly  will  be  sensible  that  the  King 
could  not  give  a  greater  mark  of  his  affection  for  the  Thirteen  United 
States,  or  of  his  attachment  to  the  principles  of  the  alliance,  than  by 
determining  not  to  enter  upon  a  negociation  before  they  were  ready 
to  take  part  therein,  although  in  other  respects  his  confidence  in  the 
mediators,  and  the  relation  he  stands  in  to  one  of  them,  were 
sufficient  motives  to  induce  him  to  accept  their  offers.  Congress  are 
too  sensible  of  the  uncertainty  of  negociations  of  this  sort  not  to  know 
that  the  moment  of  opening  them  is  that  precisely  when  the  efforts 
against  the  enemy  ought  to  be  redoubled;  and  that  nothing  can 
facilitate  the  operation  of  the  negociators  so  much  as  the  success  of 
the  arms  of  the  allies;  that  a  check  would  be  productive  of  disagree- 
able consequences  to  both,  and  that  the  enemy  would  rise  in  Iheir 
pretensions,  their  haughtiness,  and  obstinacy,  in  proportion  to  tlie 
languor  and  slackness  of  the  confederates. 

The  undersigned  will  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  the 
committee  some  circumstances  relative  to  the  sending  Mr.  Cumber- 
land to  Madrid ;  to  the  use  which  Mr.  Adams  tlwught  he  was 
authorised  to  make  of  his  Plenipotentiary  powers ;  to  the  mission  of 
Mr.  Dana  ;  to  the  association  of  the  neutral  Povvere  ;  and  to  the 
present  state  of  affairs  in  the  South.  Congress  will  find  new  motives 
for  relying  on  the  good  will  of  the  King,  and  on  the  interest  he  takes 
in  favor  of  the  United  States  in  general,  and  of  each  one  of  them  in 
particular.  LUZERNE. 
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REPORT  OF  A  CONFERENCE  WITH  THE   FRENCH  MINISTER. 

In  Congress,  May  28th,  1781. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Minister  of  France 
report, 

That  the  ]\Iinister  communicated  some  parts  of  a  despatch  which 
he  had  received  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  dated  the  9th  of 
March,  1781.  That  the  resolves  of  Congress  which  had  been 
adopted  on  the  association  of  the  neutral  Powers,  were  found  very- 
wise  by  the  Council  of  the  King,  and  that  it  was  thought  they  might 
be  of  service  in  the  course  of  the  negociation.  The  French  Min- 
istry did  not  doubt  but  they  would  be  very  agreeable  to  the  Empress 
of  Russia.  But  they  were  not  of  the  same  opinion  with  respect  to 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Dana  as  a  Minister  to  the  Court  of  Peters- 
burgh.  The  reason  is,  that  Catharine  the  Second  has  made  it  a 
point  until  now  to  profess  the  greatest  impartiality  between  the 
belligerent  Powers.  The  conduct  she  pursues  on  this  occasion  is  a 
consequence  of  the  expectation  she  has  that  peace  may  be  reestab- 
lished by  her  mediation  ;  therefore,  she  could  by  no  means  take  any 
step  which  might  show  on  her  side  the  least  propension  in  favor  of 
the  Americans,  and  expose  her  to  the  suspicion  of  partiality  towards 
America,  and  of  course  exclude  her  from  the  mediation.  The 
appointment  of  Mr.  Dana,  therefore,  appears  to  be  at  least  prema- 
ture, and  the  opinion  of  the  Council  is,  that  this  deputy  ought  not 
to  make  any  use  of  his  powers  at  this  moment.  In  case  he  applies 
to  the  Count  de  Vergennes  for  advice,  he  shall  be  desired  to  delay 
making  any  use  of  his  powers.  The  Count  observes,  it  would  be 
disagreeable  to  Congress  that  their  Plenipotentiary  should  meet  with 
a  refusal,  that  their  dignity  would  be  offended,  and  that  such  a  satis- 
faction ought  not  to  be  given  to  the  Court  of  London,  especially 
when  negociations  of  a  greater  moment  are  about  to  commence. 
However,  the  French  Minister  had  orders  to  assure  the  Committee 
that  his  Court  would  use  all  their  endeavors  in  proper  time  to  facili- 
tate the  admissions  of  the  Plenipotentiary  of  Congress. 

The  Minister  communicated  to  the  Committee  several  observations 
respecting  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Adams ;  and  in  doing  justice  to  his 
patriotic  character,  he  gave  notice  to  the  Committee  of  several 
circumstances  which  proved  it  necessary  that  Congress  should  draw 
a  line  of  conduct  to  that  Minister,  of  which  he  might  not  be  allowed 
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to  lose  sight.  The  Minister  dwelt  especially  on  a  circumstance 
already  known  to  Congress,  namely,  the  use  which  ]\Ir.  Adams 
thought  he  had  a  right  to  make  of  his  powers  to  treat  with  Great 
Britain.  The  Minister  concluded  on  this  suhject,  that  if  Congress 
put  any  confidence  in  the  King's  friendsl)ip  and  benevolence;  if 
they  were  persuaded  of  his  inviolable  attachment  to  the  principle 
of  the  alliance,  and  of  his  firm  resolution  constantly  to  support  the 
cause  of  the  United  States,  they  would  be  impressed  with  the  neces- 
sity of  prescribing  to  their  Plenipotentiary  a  perfect  and  open 
confidence  in  the  French  Ministers,  and  a  thorough  reliance  on  the 
King,  and  would  direct  him  to  take  no  step  without  the  approbation 
of  his  Majesty  ;  and  after  giving  him,  in  his  instructions,  the  prin- 
cipal and  most  important  outlines  for  his  conduct,  they  would  order 
him,  with  respect  to  the  manner  of  carrying  them  into  execution,  to 
receive  his  directions  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  or  from  the 
person  who  might  be  charged  with  the  negociation  in  the  name  of 
the  King. 

The  Minister  observed,  that  this  matter  is  the  more  important 
because,  being  allied  with  the  United  States,  it  is  the  business  of  the 
King  to  support  their  cause  with  those  Powers  with  whom  Congress 
have  no  connexion,  and  can  have  jione  until  their  independence  is  in 
a  fair  train  to  be  acknowledged.  That  the  King  would  make  it  a 
point  of  prudence  and  justice  to  support  the  Minister  of  Congress ; 
but  in  case  this  Minister,  by  aiming  at  impossible  things,  forming 
exorbitant  demands,  which  disinterested  mediators  might  think  ill- 
founded,  or  perhaps  by  misconstruing  his  instructions,  should  put  the 
French  negociators  under  the  necessity  of  proceeding  in  the  course 
of  the  negociation  without  a  constant  connexion  with  him,  this  would 
give  rise  to  an  unbecoming  contradiction  between  France  and  the 
Thirteen  United  States,  which  could  not  but  be  of  very  bad  effect 
in  the  course  of  the  negociation. 

In  making  these  observations,  the  Minister  remarked  that  it  was 
always  to  be  taken  for  granted,  that  the  most  perfect  independency 
is  to  be  the  foundation  of  the  instructions  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Adams, 
and  that  without  ihis  there  would  be  no  treaty  at  all.  The  Count 
de  Vergennes  observes,  that  it  is  of  great  importance  that  the 
instructions  aforesaid  be  given  as  soon  as  possible  to  Mr.  Adams. 
And  the  Minister  desired  the  Committee  to  press  Congress  to  have 
this  done  with  all  possible  despatch. 
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He  communicated  to  the  Committee  the  following  particulars  as  a 
proof  that  this  matter  admits  of  no  delay,  and  that  it  is  probable 
the  negociation  will  very  soon  be  opened.  He  told  the  Committee 
that  the  EngUsh  Ministry,  in  the  false  supposition  that  they  might 
prevail  on  the  Court  of  Madrid  to  sign  a  separate  peace,  had  begun 
a  secret  negociation  with  that  Court,  by  the  means  of  Mr.  Cumber- 
land, but  without  any  success.  That  the  Court  of  Spaiu  had 
constantly  founded  her  answer  on  her  engagements  with  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty.  That,  on  the  other  side,  the  King  of  France 
had  declared  to  the  King,  his  cousin,  that  the  independence  of  the 
United  States,  either  in  fact  or  acknowledged  by  a  solemn  treaty, 
should  be  the  only  foundation  of  the  negociations  of  the  Court  of 
France  with  that  of  London.  That  the  British  Court  not  seeming 
to  be  disposed  to  grant  the  independency,  it  appeared  the  negocia- 
tion of  Mr.  Cumberland  was  superfluous.  However,  this  English 
emissary  continued,  and  still  continues,  his  residence  at  Madrid, 
although  he  cannot  have  any  expectation  of  obtaining  the  object  of 
his  commission.  That  this  direct  negociation  was  known  to  all 
Europe,  and  that  it  seemed  to  render  every  mediation  useless.  That, 
however,  the  Empress  of  Russia,  excited  by  motives  of  friendship 
to  the  belligerent  Powers,  and  in  consequence  of  the  share  which 
the  association  of  the  neutral  Powers  had  given  her  in  the  general 
emergency,  has  invited  the  King  of  France  and  the  Court  of  London 
to  require  her  mediation.  That  the  Court  of  London  has  accepted 
the  invitation  with  a  kind  of  eagerness,  and  at  the  same  time  desired 
the  Emperor  of  Germany  to  take  a  part  in  it.  That  the  answer  of 
the  King  of  France  to  the  overtures  of  the  Court  of  Petersburgh 
was,  that  he  should  be  glad  to  restore  peace  by  the  mediation  of 
Catharine,  but  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  immediately  to  accept 
her  ofFers,  as  he  had  allies  whose  consent  was  necessary  for  that 
purpose. 

To  the  same  application  made  by  the  Court  of  Petersburgh  to  that 
of  Madrid,  this  Court  answered,  that  having  entered  into  a  direct 
negociation  with  the  Court  of  London,  by  the  means  of  Mr.  Cum- 
berland, it  thought  proper  to  wait  the  issue  of  it  before  it  had 
recourse  to  a  mediation.  The  Emperor,  as  has  already  been 
observed,  having  been  desired  by  the  Court  of  London  to  take  part 
in  the  mediation,  immediately  informed  the  King  of  France,  as  well 
as  his  Catholic  Majesty,  of  this  circumstance,  offering  his  co-medi- 
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ation  to  both  the  allied  Monarchs.  To  this  the  King  of  France  gave 
the  same  answer  which  he  had  given  to  the  Empress  of  Russia.  As 
to  the  King  of  Spain,  he  again  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  English 
Ministry's  requesting  a  mediation,  after  having  entered  into  a  direct 
negociation ;  and  he  declared,  that  unless  this  negociation  should  be 
broken  off  by  the  English  themselves,  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  listen  to  a  mediation,  which,  in  any  other  circumstance,  would  be 
infinitely  agreeable  to  him. 

These  answers,  though  of  a  dilatory  nature,  may  be  looked  upon 
as  an  eventual  acceptation  of  the  mediation.  The  Minister  observed, 
that  it  will  be,  in  effect,  difficult  to  avoid  it.  That  a  refusal  will  not 
be  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  two  Powers  that  had  offered 
their  interposition.  That  the  King  is  obliged,  from  friendsnip  and 
good  policy,  to  treat  them  with  attention.  He  further  observed,  that 
the  demands  of  the  King  of  France  will  be  so  just  and  so  moderate, 
that  they  might  be  proposed  to  any  tribunal  whatever.  That  the 
only  reason  the  King  could  have  to  suspend  a  formal  acceptation  is, 
that  at  the  time  the  offer  was  made  he  was  not  acquainted  with  the 
intentions  of  his  allies,  namely,  Spain  and  the  United  States. 

The  Minister  observed  to  the  Committee,  that  in  his  opinion  this 
conduct  must  afford  Congress  a  new  proof  of  the  perseverance  of 
the  King  in  the  principles  of  the  alliance,  and  of  his  scrupulous 
attention  to  observe  his  obligations  ;  he  added,  that,  however,  it  is  not 
without  inconveniency  that  this  dilatory  plan  has  been  adopted.  The 
distance  between  the  allied  Powers  of  France  and  the  United  States 
has  obliged  the  Court  of  Versailles  to  adopt  that  plan,  though  liable 
to  inconveniences,  in  order  to  conform  to  the  engagements  made  by 
the  treaties,  to  determine  nothing  into  a  negociation  without  the 
participation  of  Congress.  Besides,  several  States  being  invaded  by 
the  enemy,  the  French  Council  thought  it  inconvenient  to  begin  a 
negociation  under  these  unfavorable  circumstances.  And  being  in 
hopes  that  the  diversions  made  by  the  King's  arms  will  prevent  the 
British  from  making  very  great  exertions  against  the  thirteen  United 
States,  the  French  Ministry  expected  that  during  the  course  of  the 
present  campaign  they  might  be  enabled  to  present  the  situation  of 
their  allies  in  a  more  favorable  light  to  the  Congress  that  might 
assemble  for  peace.  These  delays,  however,  cannot  with  propriety 
take  place  for  any  long  time,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  French 
Ministry  that  it  would  be  contrary  to  decency,  prudence,  and  the 
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laws  of  sound  policy,  af^ain  to  refuse  listening  to  the  propositions  of 
peace  made  by  friendly  Powers ;  for  which  reason  the  Chevalier  de 
la  Luzerne  was  directed  to  lay  all  these  facts  confidentially  before 
Congress. 

The  Minister  informed  the  Committee  that  it  was  necessary  that 
the  King  should  know  the  intentions  of  the  United  States  with  regard 
to  the  proposed  mediation,  and  that  his  Majesty  should  be  authorised  . 
by  Congress  to  give  notice  of  their  dispositions  to  all  the  Powers 
who  would  take  part  in  the  negociation  for  a  pacification.  The 
Minister  delivered  his  own  opinion,  that  he  saw  no  inconveniency 
arising  from  the  Congress  imitating  the  example  of  the  King,  by 
showing  themselves  disposed  to  accept  peace  from  the  hands  of  the 
Emperor  of  Germany  and  the  Empress  of  Russia.  He  added,  that 
Congress  should  rely  on  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  those  two 
Sovereigns ;  and  at  the  same  time,  he  renewed  the  assurances  that 
his  Majesty  will  defend  the  cause  of  the  United  States  as  zealously 
as  the  interests  of  his  own  Crown. 

He  informed  the  Committee  that  according  to  all  accounts,  the 
British  Ministry  were  removing  as  far  as  possible,  in  this  negociation, 
every  idea  of  acknowledging  the  independence  of  what  they  call 
their  Thirteen  Colonies  ;  and  he  said  that  Congress  would  judge  by 
themselves,  that  the  Court  of  London  would  debate  with  the  greatest 
energy  and  obstinacy  the  articles  relating  to  America.  He  availed 
himself  of  this  reflection  to  impress  the  Committee  with  the  necessity 
Congress  are  under  of  securing  in  their  favor  the  benevolence  and 
good  will  of  the  mediating  Powers,  by  presenting  their  demands  with 
the  greatest  moderation  and  reserve,  save  independence,  which  will 
not  admit  of  any  modification.  He  further  observed,  that  it  was 
possible  the  difficulty  of  making  a  definitive  peace  might  engage  the 
mediators  to  propose  a  truce ;  and  that  it  was  necessary,  therefore, 
to  authorise  eventually  the  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to 
declare  their  intention  thereon. 

He  further  observed,  that  whatever  might  be  the  resolution  of 
Congress,  they  would  do  well  to  recommend  to  their  Plenipotentiary 
to  adopt  a  line  of  conduct  that  would  deprive  the  British  of  every 
hope  of  causing  divisions  between  the  allies,  and  to  assume  a  concil- 
iating character,  as  much  as  can  be  consistent  with  the  dignity  of 
his  constituents,  and  to  show  such  a  confidence  in  the  Plenipotentiary 
of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  as  is  due  to  a  Power  so  much  inter- 
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ested  to  support  the  dignity  and  honor  of  a  nation,  whose  independ- 
ence they  have  acknowledged. 

The  Minister  told  the  Committee  that  whatever  might  be  the 
resolution  of  Congress  respecting  a  peace  or  truce,  it  was  necessary 
to  carry  on  the  war  with  the  utmost  vigor.  He  urged  reasons  too 
well  known  to  Congress  to  be  related. 

He  desired  the  Committee  to  inform  Congress,  that  in  case  the 
offer  of  mediation  from  the  two  Imperial  Courts  should  become  so 
serious  and  so  pressing  as  to  oblige  the  King  to  give  a  decisive 
answer,  his  Majesty  would  accept  of  it  conditionally  for  himself  and 
for  the  United  States.  The  taking  this  resolution  would  have  no 
inconvenience,  as  the  Court  of  France  knew  no  reasons  which  could 
prevent  them  from  following  the  example  of  the  King,  by  trusting 
their  interests  in  the  hands  of  just  and  wise  mediators,  and  the 
refusal  being  liable  to  very  dangerous  consequences.  The  Minister 
concluded  the  conference  by  observing  that  a  great  object  was  to 
secure  the  United  States  from  the  proposition  of  uti  possidetis ;  that 
the  surest  way  to  obtain  that  end  was  to  reduce  the  English  to 
confess  that  they  are  not  able  to  conquer  them.  That  present 
circumstances  require  great  exertions  from  the  consideration,  and 
that  it  was  plain  that  every  success  gained  by  the  army  of  Congress 
would  infinitely  facilitate  the  negociations  of  their  Plenipotentiaries.* 


CONGRESS  TO  THE  KING  OF  FRANCE. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  to  their  great,  faithful, 
and  beloved  Friend  and  Ally,  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  King  of  France 
and  Navarre. 

Great,  faithful,  and  beloved  Friend  and  Ally, 
We  have  received  your  Majesty's  letter  of  the  10th  of  March. 

*  June  6th.  '^Resolved,  That  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  be  authorised  and 
instructed  to  concur,  in  behalf  of  these  United  States,  with  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty  in  accepting  the  mediation  proposed  by  the  Empress  of  Russia  and  the 
Emperor  of  Germany;  but  to  accede  to  no  treaty  of  peace  which  shall  not  be  such 
as  may  effectually  secure  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the  Thirteen  States, 
according  to  the  form  and  effect  of  the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  said  States 
and  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  and  in  which  the  said  treaties  shall  not  be  left  in 
their  full  force  and  validity." 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  735 

The  measures  adopted  by  your  Majesty  in  consequence  of  the 
representation  made  of  the  situation  of  our  finances,  the  repeated 
testimonies  of  your  Majesty's  unalterable  determination  to  render  the 
cause  of  the  United  States  triumphant,  and  also  the  affection  which 
your  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  express  for  the  United  States 
in  general,  and  for  each  State  in  particular,  demand  from  us  the 
strongest  sentiments  of  gratitude. 

The  important  communications  made  by  your  Majesty's  Plenipo- 
tentiary have  been  considered  by  us  with  the  greatest  attention. 
The  result  of  our  deliberations  will  be  made  known  to  your  Majesty 
by  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  your  Court,  and  will  evince  the 
entire  confidence  we  have  in  your  Majesty's  friendship  and  persever- 
ance in  the  principles  which  have  directed  your  conduct  in  main- 
taining the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  this  time. 

We  pray  God  that  he  will  keep  your  Majesty,  our  great,  faithful, 
and  beloved  friend  and  ally,  in  his  holy  protection. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  13th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1781,  and  in  the  fifth  year  of  our  independence.          ^. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

Your  faithful  friends  and  allies, 

SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  Fresident. 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 


TO  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  June  1st,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  your  Excellency  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  on  the  23d  of  the  past  month,  and  that  of  the  Count 
de  Rochambeau,  with  which  it  was  accompanied. 

I  wait  with  extreme  impatience  the  news  of  the  arrival  of  the 
French  division  before  New  York,  and  no  one  can  desire  more 
earnestly  than  I  do  to  see  it  under  your  immediate  command.  I 
hoped  that  you  would  have  been  this  spring  in  the  command  of  a 
more  considerable  body  of  auxiliaries.  The  causes  which  have 
hindered  the  execution  of  that  plan  have  been  so  urgent  and  so 
depisive  that  I  am  sure  you  will  approve  them,  after  I  shall  have  had 
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the  honor  of  making  you  acquainted  with  them.  I  have,  never- 
theless, been  much  pained  that  I  could  not  explain  to  you  this 
change  of  measures,  and  my  attachment  to  the  cause  which  you 
defend  has  made  me  feel  as  sensibly  as  any  citizen  of  America  all 
the  delays  that  could  happen  to  the  assistance  which  we  wish  to  give 
to  the  Thirteen  States. 

I  am  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  perfect 
confidence  with  your  Excellency  upon  these  different  points,  and  I 
shall  seize  the  first  occasion  which  presents  itself  to  visit  your  army. 

In  the  mean  time  I  shall  transmit  to  the  Count  de  Grasse  what 
your  Excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  communicate.  Be  persuaded 
that  1  shall  use  the  most  pressing  motives  to  determine  him,  and  I 
shall  do  it  with  so  much  the  more  zeal  as  I  feel  the  necessity  of  it. 
I  shall  transmit  to  that  General  an  extract  of  your  letter,  and  I  know 
nothing  more  likely  to  give  weight  to  the  demand  which  I  shall 
make  of  him. 

The  King  has  charged  me,  sir,  to  inform  Congress  that  he  grants 
them  a  ^atuitous  subsidy  to  enable  them  to  make  the  greatest  efforts 
in  the  course  of  this  campaign.  This  subsidy,  amounting  to  six 
millions  of  livres  Touniois,  is  to  be  employed  in  the  purchase  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  King 
that  the  surplus  shall  be  at  the  disposal  of  Congress.  I  have  not 
been  instructed  as  to  what  will  be  tJie  exact  amount  of  this  surplus, 
but  it  is  determined  that  one  million  and  a  half  shall  be  employed  by 
the  Superintendant  of  Finance  according  to  the  directions  which  you 
shall  give  him,  after  the  arrangements  you  shall  make  with  him  in 
the  visit  which  he  intends  paying  you. 

I  have  informed  Congress,  and  I  entrust  it  to  your  Excellency, 
that  the  Emperor  of  Austria  and  the  Empress  of  Russia  have  offered 
their  mediation  to  the  Court  of  London,  who  has  accepted.  The 
same  has  also  been  offered  to  the  Court  of  Versailles  and  that  of 
Madrid.  But  they  have  given  for  answer  that  time  must  be  left  for 
Congress  to  determine  if  it  suits  them  to  put  the  interests  of  the 
Thirteen  United  States  into  the  hands  of  the  mediators.  In  any 
event,  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  allies  make  all  their 
efforts  to  drive  the  enemy  from  this  continent,  and  nothing  will  be 
more  likely  than  the  success  of  the  confederate  arms  to  make  a 
successful  negociation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &tc.,  LUZERNE. 
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GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  M.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Headquarters,  New  Windsor,  June  13th,  1781. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  having  requested  me 
to  forward  the  despatches  herewith  transmitted,  by  the  safest  possible 
conveyance,  I  now  do  myself  the  honor  to  send  them  by  a  gentleman 
of  the  Quartermaster  General's  department. 

Having  been  made  acquainted  by  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  with 
the  designs  of  the  Count  de  Grasse  to  come  to  this  coast  with  his 
Heet,  I  cannot  forbear  expressing  to  your  Excellency  my  ardent 
wishes  that  a  body  of  land  forces  might  also  attend  this  naval  arma- 
ment ;  as  I  am  apprehensive  such  a  decided  superiority  of  men 
may  not  be  drawn  together  by  us  by  the  time  the  Count  de  Grasse 
will  be  here,  as  to  insure  our  success  against  the  enemy's  most 
important  posts  ;  as  his  continuance  in  these  seas  may  be  limited  to 
a  short  period,  and  as  the  addition  of  a  respectable  corps  of  troops 
from  the  West  Indies  would,  in  all  human  probability,  terminate  the 
matter  very  soon  in  our  favor.  If  these  should  likewise  be  your 
sentiments,  and  if  this  plan  should  not  interfere  with  the  intentions 
and  interests  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  elsewhere,  I  entreat 
your  Excellency,  by  the  first  good  conveyance,  to  represent  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  the  measure  to  the  commanders  in  the 
West  Indies  ;  that  by  one  great  decisive  stroke  the  enemy  may  be 
expelled  from  the  continent,  and  the  independence  of  America 
established  at  the  approaching  negociation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


REPORT  OF  A  CONFERENCE  WITH  THE  FRENCH  MINISTER. 

In  Congress,  June  18th,  1781. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  France  report, 

Tkat  on  the  second  conference  with  the  Minister  of  France,  he 

communicated  some  parts  of  a  despatch  dated  the  7th  of  August, 

1780,  the  first  part  relating  to  losses  suffered  by  French  merchants, 

either  trading  with  private  houses  in  America,  or  engaged  in  trans- 
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actions  of  commerce  for  Congress  or  the  several  States.  He  infonned 
the  Committee  that  several  papers  which  should  have  accompanied 
this  despatch  were  not  come  to  hand,  so  that  he  could  not  state 
what  kind  of  compensation  the  merchants  might  expect.  The  Min- 
ister, howevef,  mentioned  in  the  conference,  that  without  waiting 
the  arrival  of  those  papers,  which  may  have  been  lost,  or  may  be 
delayed  for  a  long  time,  some  recommendation  might  be  thought 
proper  to  be  sent  from  Congress  to  the  several  States,  in  order  to 
prevent  forever  the  effect  of  the  tender  laws  operating  against  foreign 
merchants ;  that  this  would  be  an  encouragement  to  commerce,  and 
remove  the  fears  of  foreign  traders  in  their  transactions  with  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  Minister  communicated  that 
part  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes's  letter  relating  to  the  discussion 
between  him  and  Mr.  John  Adams,  with  respect  to  tlie  depreciation 
of  the  paper  money,  and  the  effect  this  had  produced  on  the  French 
trade ;  however,  he  did  not  enter  fully  into  the  matter,  not  being 
furnished  with  the  proper  papers. 

The  other  objects  of  the  communications  of  the  Minister  of 
France  were  the  measures  taken  by  the  Court  of  Russia  and  the 
northern  Powers,  on  account  of  the  rights  of  neutrality,  and  the 
conduct  to  be  observed  by  the  belligerent  Powers  towards  subjects 
of  neutral  Powers ;  and  he  informed  the  Committee  that  those 
northern  Courts  had  made  formal  declarations  to  the  Powers  at  war 
respecting  the  principles  of  neutrality ;  and  that  they  had  concluded 
a  convention  for  the  security  of  their  navigation  and  of  their  fair 
trade.  That  this  convention  was  particularly  obnoxious  to  the  Court 
of  London,  as  it  was  now  obliged  to  respect  neutral  flags,  which  it 
had  till  then  treated  with  the  greatest  severity,  exercising  against 
them  every  kind  of  depredation,  according  to  its  former  practice. 
That  France  fully  approved  of  that  convention,  the  consequence  of 
which  was,  that  all  the  Powers  concerned,  while  they  did  justice  to 
the  principles  of  the  King's  Council,  considered  the  British  more 
and  more  as  the  tyrants  of  the  sea. 

The  King's  Council,  therefore,  thought  it  proper  to  transmit  this 
intelligence  to  Congress,  leaving  it  to  their  wisdom  to  adopt  the 
principles  of  the  neutral  Powers  laid  down  so  long  ago  as  the  26th 
of  July,  1778,  in  an  ordinance  of  the  King  which  the  Minister  of 
France  delivered  several  months  ago,  with  other  printed  papers  on 
the  same  subject,  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty.    The  Minister  thought 
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it  the  more  important  for  the  United  States  to  conform  their  maritime 
laws  to  tiiat  system,  as  they  would  thereby  conciHate  to  themselves 
the  benevolence  of  the  neutral  Powers.  He  observed  that  American 
privateers  had  presumed  to  stop  neutral  vessels  loaded  with  English 
merchandise,  which  had  given  rise  to  unfavorable  observations  and 
complaints  against  the  United  States.  He  observed  that  Holland 
had  taken  a  part  in  the  association  of  the  northern  Courts ;  and  that, 
therefore,  she  ought  to  be  comprehended  in  the  orders  of  Congress, 
if  it  should  be  thought  proper  in  those  orders  to  mention  the  names 
of  particular  Powers.  But  if  Congress  adopted  a  conduct  similar  to 
that  of  France,  they  would  extend  their  orders  in  favor  of  all  neutral 
Powers  generally. 

The  Minister  then  gave  a  short  historical  account  of  the  negocia- 
tion  of  Mr.  Cumberland,  observing  that  the  matter  being  now 
obsolete,  it  was  sufficient  to  mention  that  this  agent,  having  made 
proposals  of  peace  to  the  King  of  Spain,  the  first  question  he  was 
asked  was,  what  were  the  intentions  of  the  Court  of  London  respect- 
ing the  United  States  ?  That  he,  having  no  instructions  on  this 
subject,  or  pretending  to  have  none,  had  sent  an  express  to  London. 
That  the  express  had  not  returned  when  this  letter  was  written. 

The  Minister  informed  the  Committee  that  the  Court  of  Versailles 
had  neglected  nothing  to  procure  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing 
for  Congress.  That  the  good  intentions  of  the  Court  had  not  been 
well  seconded  by  the  American  agents  ;  that  it  was  their  fault  if 
these  articles  had  not  been  forwarded  in  time;  that  the  IMinisters  did 
not  intend  to  accuse  any  one  in  particular ;  but  were  of  opinion  that 
Congress  should  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  delay,  in  order  to  inflict 
such  punishment  as  would  prevent  the  like  conduct  in  future. 

The  Minister  then  communicated  the  substance  of  a  despatch  of 
the  9th  of  March,  1781  ;  and  entering  fully  into  the  subject,  he  told 
us  that  so  early  as  the  beginning  of  the  year  1780,  he  had  informed 
Congress  that  a  mediation  might  be  opened  in  Europe.  That  the 
mediators  might  propose  the  uti  possidetis  as  the  basis  of  the  nego- 
ciation.  That  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  prevent  the  effect 
of  a  proposition  so  inconsistent  with  the  independence  of  the  United 
States.  That  the  Court  of  France  wished  to  give  them  every 
assistance  in  their  power ;  but  he  had  observed,  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  political  system  of  the  kingdom  being  closely  connected 
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with  that  of  other  European  Powers,  France  might  be  involved  in 
difficuhies,  which  would  require  the  greatest  attention,  and  a  consid- 
erable part  of  her  resources.  That  he  had  informed  Congress 
confidentially,  that  the  death  of  the  Sovereigns  of  some  of  the 
European  States,  with  whom  the  Court  of  France  had  the  most 
intimate  connexion,  might  oblige  her  to  employ  the  greatest  part  of 
her  resources  to  secure  her  against  the  dangers  which  might  be 
occasioned  by  such  an  event.  That  since  that  communication  was 
made  to  Congress  both  those  cases  had  happened.  That  the 
Empress  Queen  was  dead.  That  the  Court  of  Versailles  flattered 
itself  that  this  will  not  at  this  time  give  rise  to  any  material  change 
in  the  politics  of  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin.  That  circum- 
stances, however,  are  such,  that  prudence  dictates  not  to  Jeave  the 
frontier  of  France  bordering  on  Germany  unprovided  for  defence. 
That  the  character  the  King  bears  of  guarantee  or  protector  of  the 
liberties  of  the  German  Empire  obliges  him  to  be  ready  to  assist 
effectually  the  members  of  that  body  whose  safety  may  be  endan- 
gered, and  of  consequence  occasions  extraordinary  expenses.  That 
France  is  at  the  same  time  obliged  to  spare  the  land  forces  of  the 
kingdom,  and  at  the  present  crisis  not  to  keep  them  at  too  great  a 
distance.  That  this,  however,  is  only  a  point  of  caution  and 
prudence.  That  the  Court  of  France  still  hopes  the  issue  will  be 
peaceable  and  agreeable  to  her  wishes,  but  has  thought  it  proper  to 
inform  Congress  of  it. 

That  matters  are  different  with  respect  to  the  Dutch.  That  they 
are  now  in  a  state  of  war  with  the  English ;  but  there  is  among  them 
a  party  in  favor  of  England  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  accession  of 
the  tvv'o  opposing  Provinces  to  the  resolution  of  the  States  for  making 
reprisals,  a  mediation  has  been  entered  into  betvi^een  London  and  the 
Hague,  and  the  Empress  of  Russia  acts  as  mediatrix.  That  it  is 
evident  the  Court  of  London,  by  opening  this  negociation,  designs  to 
draw  the  seven  Provinces  to  her  side;  and  even  goes  so  far  as  to 
expect  that  she  may  employ  the  resources  of  the  Dutch  against 
France,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  That  the  disposition  of  that 
Republic  is  still  such  as  friends  would  wish.  But  the  strongest 
argument  which  the  British  party  make  use  of  to  separate  the  Seven 
Provinces  from  France  is,  that  they  are  destitute  of  a  naval  force ; 
that  their  seamen  are  captured  by  the  British ;  that  all  their  riches 
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will  likewise  fall  a  sacrifice ;  and  that  their  settlements  in  the  East 
and  West  Indies  are  in  the  greatest  danger.  That,  under  these 
circumstances,  it  was  become  necessary  for  France  to  afford  imme- 
diate protection  to  the  Dutch  in  Europe,  and  to  make  without  delay 
a  diversion  which  may  possibly  save  their  East  India  possessions. 
That  these  measures  had  rendered  it  actually  impossible  to  send  to 
the  United  States  the  reinforcement  which  was  announced. 

The  Minister  of  Fi'ance  thinks  that  this  confidential  and  friendly 
explanation  of  the  situation  of  France  will  convince  Congress  that 
the  King  could  not  pursue  a  different  line  of  conduct,  and  that  the 
consequences  of  the  measures  he  has  taken  must  at  last  turn  to  their 
advantage.  That,  however.  Count  de  Rochambeau  and  M.  Barras 
will  receive  some  reinforcements,  and  will  inform  the  Chevalier  de  la 
Luzerne  how  considerable  they  are. 

The  Minister  told  the  Committee  that  the  friendship  and  benev- 
olence of  the  King  for  the  Thirteen  United  States  had  engaged  him 
to  trust  Congress  with  these  details,  observing,  at  the  same  time,  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  keep  them  secret. 

•      In  giving  an  account  of  the  subsidy  granted  by  the  King  of  France, 

.  the  Minister  concluded  by  observing  that  the  Count  de  Vergenries 

writes  that  what  remains  of  the  six  millions,  after  purchasing  the 

supplies  of  arms   and    ammunition,  would   be   at   the   disposal   of 

Congress ;  or,  if  they  should  so  direct,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Cona- 

mander-in-Chief,  or  of  their  financier,  if  there  should;>_be  one.;  cin<i 

that  the  resolution  Congress  took  qn  this  subject  should  be  made 

known  to  the  Ministry,  that  funds  may  be  provided  accordingly.    In 

the  course  of  the  conference  the  Chevalier  mentioned  the  sums  that 

.had  been  procured  for  these  States,  since  the  beginning  of  the  year 

1780.     That  in  that  year  the  Count  de  Vergennes  had,  on  his  own 

.  credit,  procured  for  Dr.  Franklin  three  millions  of  livres.     That  in 

.  December  Dr.  Franklin  wanted  one  million  more,  to  honor  the  bills 

drawn  by  Congress,  and  that  he  received  the  fourth  million.     That 

in  the  course  of  the  present  year  the  Count  has  procured  for  him  on 

loan  four  millions  of  livres,  which  make  eight  millions  borrowed  on 

the  guarantee  of  France  since  the  aforementioned  period.     And  now 

the  King  makes  a  gratuitous  donation  of  the  subsidy  of  six  millions, 

which,  in  the  whole,  make  up  the  sum  of  fourteen  millions  since  the 

commencement  of  the  year  1780. 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  1st,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  ready  to  go  to  the  army  of  General  Washington,  and  I  shall 
have  the  honor  of  receiving  your  commissions  this  evening.  My 
absence  will  probalfly  be  of  short  duration  ;  I  think  it  proper,  how- 
ever, to  inform  you  that  M.  de  Marbois  will  perform,  during  this 
interval,  the  duties  of  Charge  d' Affaires  of  his  Majesty,  and  I  entreat 
you,  sir,  to  be  pleased  to  honor  him  with  your  confidence,  in  case 
you  have  any  communications  to  make  to,  or  receive  from,  the  King's 
embassy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Uc,  LUZERNE. 


M.  DE  MARBOIS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  9th,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  undersigned,  Charge  (V Affaires  of  France,  has  the  honor  of 

informing  Congress  that  the  Count  de  Barras,  commander  of  his 

Majesty's  squadron  stationed  on  the  coasts  of  the  Thirteen  States, 

labors  at  this  moment  under  an  urgent  necessity  of  completing  his 

crews.    The  diseases  which  have  prevailed  on  board  of  this  squadron, 

the  battle  in  which  it  has  been  engaged,  a  long  absence  from  the 

ports  of  the    kingdom,   and    the    manoeuvres    employed    by   many 

individuals  to  excite  the  French  sailors  to  desertion,  are  causes  which 

have  diminished  in  a  considerable  degree  the  number  of  those  who 

are    employed    on    board  of  this    squadron.      The    undersigned    is 

instructed  to  communicate  these  circumstances  to  Congress.     The 

French  commander   thinks   that,  if  he   may   be   authorised   by   the 

Legislatures  of  the  New  England  States  to  impress  French  sailors, 

and  to  remove  them  from  the  different  vessels  in  which  they  may  be 

found,  he  will  very  soon   be  enabled  to  remedy  the  diminution   of 

numbers  which  he  has  experienced.  MARBOIS 
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M.  T)E  MARBOIS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  11th,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  have  received,  in  the  absence  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne, 
the  letter  which  you  took  the  trouble  to  write  to  inform  that  Minister 
of  the  King  that  the  honorable  Thomas  McKean  had  been  chosen 
President  of  Congress,  in  the  place  of  the  honorable  Samuel  Hunt- 
ington. 1  shall  communicate  this  change  to  his  Majesty's  Minister, 
on  his  return  to  Philadelphia,  and  also  to  the  Minister  having  the 
direction  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  France.  We  are  very  sorry  to  see 
that  Mr.  Huntington  is  obliged,  by  ill  health,  to  resign  an  office,  in 
the  exercise  of  which  he  has  given  frequent  proofs  of  his  wisdom, 
and  of  his  attachment  to  the  Thirteen  States,  and  to  the  alliance. 
But  the  choice  by  Congress  of  tlie  honorable  Mr.  McKean,  leaves 
nothing  to  be  wished  for,  and  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  his  Majesty's 
Minister  will  be  eager  to  show  to  him  the  same  confidence  which  he 
has  shown  to  his  predecessor,  and  that  we  shall  use  all  exertions  to 
merit  his  in  return. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  MARBOIS. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  July  20th,  1781. 

Sir, 
The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  the 
honor  of  informing  Congress  that  he  has  received  despatches  from 
his  Court,  the  contents  of  which  may  be  interesting  to  this  Assem- 
bly, and  that  he  is  desirous  of  communicating  them  to  it  through 
a  committee,  if  Congress  shall  be  pleased  to  ajipoint  "one  to  confer 
with  him.  These  communications  relate  to  the  state  of  public  affairs 
in  Europe,  in  the  months  of  January  and  February  last,  to  the 
rupture  between  England  and  the  United  Provinces,  and  to  the 
measures  to  be  taken  to  facilitate  an  alliance  between  the  Thirteen 
United  States  and  that  Republic. 

LUZERNE. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  THE  FRENCH  MINISTER. 

In  Congress,  July  23d,  1781. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  receive  the  communications  of  the 
Minister  of  France,  delivered  in  the  following  report : 

The  Minister,  from  his  despatches  of  the  9th  of  January,  1781, 
communicated  to  your  Committee  the  causes  which  delayed  the 
measures  which  the  Court  of  France  proposed  to  take  for  the  naval 
operations  of  this  campaign,  the  length  of  the  passage  of  Count 
d'Estaing  to  Brest,  and  other  circumstances  not  necessary  now  to  be 
recapitulated  ;  and  then  told  us  that  he  was  desired,  in  the  mean- 
while, to  continue  to  assure  Congress  that  the  interest  which  his 
Majesty  takes  in  the  American  cause  will  essentially  influence  his 
measures  for  the  present  campaign. 

The  Minister  continued  by  observing  that  the  present  situation  of 
affairs  between  Great  Britain  and  Holland  presented  a  favorable 
opportunity  for  a  union  of  the  two  Republics. 

Your  Committee  will  not  repeat  the  details  of  what  has  happened 
between  the  two  Powers  of  England  and  Holland  ;  it  is  sufficient  to 
observe  that  Sweden  and  Denmark  have  adopted  the  plan  of  the 
armed  neutrality,  framed  by  the  Empress  of  Russia;  that  the  Dutch, 
upon  invitation,  had  done  the  same,  and  the  Court  of  London,  irri- 
tated by  tliis  step,  took  hold  of  the  pretence  afforded  by  the  papers 
found  on  Mr.  Laurens,  and  published  a  manifesto  on  the  21st  day 
of  December,  as  well  as  a  proclamation  for  expediting  letters 
of  marque.  That  this  state  of  affairs,  and  the  other  consequences 
of  this  step,  deserve  the  attention  of  Congress.  That,  if  their 
High  Mightinesses  should  join  in  this  war,  it  would  bring  the  two 
Republics  to  terms  of  more  intimate  union.  That  the  opinion  of  the 
Council  of  the  King  was,  that  Congress  ought  not  to  neglect  to  send 
to  Holland  a  prudent  and  able  man,  with  full  powers.  It  would 
likewise  be  advantageous  to  give  proper  instructions  to  that  Minister ; 
and  as  it  may  happen  in  the  course  of  the  negociations  that  unfore- 
seen incidents  may  present  themselves,  and  as  it  is  impossible  at  this 
distance  to  have  quick  information,  it  would  be  proper  to  have 
further  instructions  given  by  Dr.  Franklin,  in  order  to  avoid  all 
inconsistency  or  contradiction,  and  that  the  political  operations  of 
Congress,  aiming  towards  the  same  end,  may  of  course  be  more 
successful. 
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The  Minister  communicated  to  your  Committee  tlie  contents  of 
another  despatch,  of  the  19th  of  February  last.  After  stating  some 
facts  relating  to  Mr.  Laurens's  capture,  and  its  consequences,  which 
Congress  are  already  acquainted  with,  the  Minister  informed  your 
Committee  that  the  Empress  of  Russia  had,  on  the  5th  of  January, 
received  the  accession  of  the  United  Provinces  to  the  association 
of  neutral  Powers,  and  that  there  was  great  probability  that  her 
Imperial  Majesty  would  support  the  Dutch  against  the  tyranny  of 
England,  and  that  on  every  supposition  Congress  would  do  well  to 
take  such  measures  as  to  prepare,  without  delay,  the  means  of  uniting 
the  interest  of  the  two  Republics,  by  making  proper  advances  to  the 
States-General.  The  Minister  added,  that  he  was  authorized  by  the 
King  to  offer  Congress  his  interposition  for  this  purpose. 

The  Minister  informed,  that  according  to  appearances  the  Empress 
of  Russia  seemed  to  be  well  disposed  to  the  independence  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  these  dispositions  give  reason  to  think  that 
the  Empress  will  see  with  pleasure  that  Congress  have  adopted  her 
principles  as  to  the  neutrality,  and  that  the  Count  de  Vergennes  has 
sent  that  resolution  to  the  Marquis  Verac,  the  Minister  of  France  to 
the  Court  of  Russia. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphm,  July  26th,  1781. 
Sir, 
The  twenty-ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce, 
between  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  reserves 
to  the  two  contracting  Powers,  "the  liberty  of  having,  each  in  the 
ports  of  the  other.  Consuls,  Vice-Consuls,  Agents,  and  Commis- 
saries, whose  functions  shall  be  regulated  by  a  particular  agreement." 
In  consequence  of  this  stipulation,  the  Court  of  Versailles  has  caused 
a  draft  to  be  made  of  a  convention,  relative  to  the  establishment  of 
Consuls,  which  the  undersigned.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France, 
has  the  honor  to  communicate  to  Congress.  It  is  the  desire  of  his 
Majesty  that  this  draft  should  be  examined  by  Congress,  and  those 
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points  marked  which  admit  of  no  difficulty  ;  and  that  the  others 
should  be  submitted  to  the  examination  of  delegates  appointed  by 
both  parties,  who  may  make  such  observations  as  they  shall  judge 
proper,  and  propose  such  alterations  as  they  may  think  convenient. 
These  objects  will  require  discussion  in  repeated  conferences,  and  the 
undersigned  entreats,  that  Congress  would  determine  in  what  manner 
these  conferences  shall  be  held.  The  proposed  convention  requires 
the  most  mature  consideration  of  both  parties  ;  while  at  the  same 
time  it  is  equally  the  interest  of  both  with  all  speed  to  introduce 
consistency  and  uniformity  into  their  respective  commercial  estab- 
lishments, and  the  undersigned  is  of  opinion,  that  Congress  will  think 
)t  accessary  to  prosecute  this  business  with  all  possible  despatch.* 

LUZERNE. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  August  23d,  1781. 
Sir, 
The  undersigned.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  the 
honor  of  informing  Congress  that  the  situation  of  affairs  requires  that 
M.  de  I'Etombe,  Consul-General  of  France  in  the  four  States  of 
New  England,  should  proceed  immediately  to  his  destination.  This 
officer  being  provided  with  the  commission  of  his  Majesty,  in  the 
form  made  use  of  for  the  other  French  Consulates  in  the  different 
quarters  of  the  world,  it  is  desirable  that  his  character  should  be 
recognised  in  the  manner  and  form  which  for  the  future  are  to 
take  place  uniformly  throughout  the  Tliirteen  United  States.  The 
undersigned.  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  consequently  entreats  Con- 
gress to  determine  provisionally  what  this  form  shall  henceforward 
be,  without  waiting  till  the  plan  to  be  agreed  upon  shall  be  defini- 
tively settled.  He  is  also  desirous  that  Congress  will  be  pleased  to 
pass  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  recognition  of  the  character 
of  Vice-Consuls. 

LUZERNE. 

*  See  the  draft  of  this  convention  in  the  Secret  Joui-nal,  Vol.  Ill,,  p.  6. 
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TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  September  Gth,  1781. 

Sir, 
The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  the 
honor  of  communicating  to  Congress  the  commission  of  M.  de 
I'Etombe,  as  Consul-General  of  France  in  the  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut.  He  requests 
Congress  to  be  pleased  to  pass  an  act,  or  four  different  acts,  in  order 
to  procure  for  the  said  Consul  the  exequatur  in  each  of  the  States  to 
which  his  functions  are  to  extend  LUZFRIVE 
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